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'  Now  pray  fcto>hem  aile  tfet  harkene  thu  trttpe  or  iqdei  that  yf  tlier  be 
ouy  thing  that  fikctbham,  that jfoerof  ahey  tha&ke  Hut  of  whom  procedeth  al 
wit  and  goodnes.  And  yf  ther  be  ouy  thing  that  displeae  hem,  I  praye  hem 
alto  that  they  arrette  it  to  the  defiuite  of  myn  unkonnyng  and  not  to  my  will, 
that  wold  fayn  have  seyde  better  if  I  liadde  knowing.' 
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■  ET  us  now  resume  our  typo- 
|  graphical  journey.  Symptoms  of 
I  ennui  were  however  occasionally 
manifested,  on  the  part  of  the 
ladies,  during  the  discourse  of 
yesterday ;  and  I  thought  I  more 
i  than  once  discovered  an  inclina- 
tion, on  the  part  of  Lisardo,  to 
break  the  chain  of  enquiry  and  research.  His  impatience 
will,  I  trust,  be  somewhat  regulated  and  subdued  during 
the  discussion  of  to-day ;  for  we  have  a  world  of  variety  to 
unfold— and  I  should  be  loth  to  let  the  effect  of  my  exer- 
tions be  lost  by  any  premature  effort  to  give  them  an 
improper  direction.  So  prepare,  my  worthy  friends,  to  heat 
of  learned  and  laborious  printers,  who  filled  the  world  with 
their  praises  as  well  as  their  books ;  who  devoted  even  their 
midnight  vigils  to  give  permanency  to  their  works;  and 
who,  discarding  the  filthy  attractions  of  mere  lucre,  directed 
all  their  energies  as  well  for  the  benefit  of  mankind  aa  of 
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their  families.  Yes,  brave  spirits  of  the  immortal  dead !. .  of 
Aldus,  of  Fkoben,  of  Oporintjs,  of  the  Stephens,  and 
of  Plantin  ! —  methinks  I  see  you,  (tho1  it  be  day-light — 
and  Addison  never  heard  of  a  morning  ghost)  hovering 
over  me  at  this  instant,  and  encouraging  me  with  smiles  of 
more  than  mortal  expression !  I  see  the  adamantine  column 
to  which  your  eyes  and  hands  are  occasionally  directed,  and 
where  your  names  are  inscribed  upon  scrolls  wrought  in 
porphyry  which  defies  decay!  .  .  •  I  obey  with  promptitude 
your  high  behest — 

Lisa&do.  If  this  be  not  bibliographical  inspiration,  tell 
me,  I  pray,  in  what  that  species  of  inspiration  consists  P  I 
crave  pardon  for  past  impatience,  and  will  cease  to  interrupt 
in  future.    But  remember  Devices  *  .  .  the  Devices  of  those 


*  remember  Devices,"]  The  unknowing  in  the  learning  of  devices,  may  rend  with 
pleasure  and  instruction  the  little  quarto  volume  of  Spoerlius,  published  in  1730, 
under  the  title  of  Introductio  in  Notitiam  Insignium  Typngraphkarum,'  Was  it, 
or  was  it  not,  preceded  by  Draudiua's  •  DUcursus  typographical  espcrimentaUs,  &c 
cum  insignibus  pnectpuorum  typographorvm,  qumjrontispiciit  Ubrcrum  imprknerc 
contueverunt '  Fraucof.  1625.  8vo.?  Spoerlius  denies  its  existence;  and  thinks 
'the  glory  of  having  first  collected  the  devices  of  printers,'  is  due  to  Roth- 
ScboUzio*— not  forgetting,  however,  the  specimens  of  this  kind,  few  in  number, 
which  were  exhibited  in  Orlandi's  feeble  performance,  entitled  '  Origine  e 
Progrem  delta  Stampa  o  sia  del?  Arte  Imprestoria,'  1799, 4to.  Baillet  had  only 
described  a  few  of  them  without  fac-similes ;  and  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  fac-similes  both  of  Orlandi  and  of  Scholtz  are  on  a  reduced  scale.  Spoerlius 
notices  the  extraordinary  collection  of  this  kind  which  was  in  the  possession  of  a 
Nuremberg  physician  of  the  name  of  Roctenbecius ;  and  we  may  plume  ourselves 
on  the  not  less  extensive  similar  collection  of  John  Bagford  in  the  British 
Museum.  '  Multum  (says  Spoerlius,  not  untruly)  juvat  hominem  Uteris  deditum, 
libros  quoscunque  hujus  vel  illius  officinae  a  se  invicem  dignoscere  posse.  Itaque 
notas  variarum  officinarum  nosse  opus  est . .  .  Cum  itaque  typographi  peculiares 
notas  sui  characteristkas  operibus  suis  imprimi  curaveriut,  tester  heic  omnes 
ingenuos  homines,  annon  ii  laudem  et  bonam  gratiam  mereantur,  qui  colligendis 
his  nods  tempus  suum  studiumque  commodant  ?  maxime  cum  nonnisi  summo  cum 
labore  ex  innumeris  codicibus  colh'gi  possint,'  p.  15-15. 

I  may  here  borrow  the  emphatic  invocation  of  Spoerlius.  '  Hue  ergo  adeste, 
qui  notitisB  librorum  studetis  acquirendae,  et  opes  ingeniorum  in  tot  dhenissima 
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typographical  heroes  with  whom  you  h?ve  just  held  such 
aerial  converse— 

Ltsanbeb.  Your  words  betray  or  misinterpret  your  in- 
tentions. Here  is  an  interruption  at  the  very  outset.  But 
I  can  forgive  you.  Yes,  Lisardo  shall  have  all  his  devices, 
and  shields,  and  symbols,  and  the  decorative  accompani- 
ments of  the  art  of  printing ...  at  least,  he  shall  have  a 
reasonable  measure  of  such  ornaments — for  an  Atlas  folio 
would  not  contain  them  aO. 

Lisa&do.  Tis  weQ.  I  obey ;  and  anticipate  with  delight 
all  the  marvellous  intelligence  which  you  are  about  to 
unfold. 

BK.nn>A.  Whatever  symptoms  of  ennui  might  have  been 
discoverable  yesterday,  on  the  part  of  our  frail  sex,  I  can 
pretty  safely  affirm,  for  Almansa  as  well  as  myself,  that  the 
sight  of  all  those  shields,  or  marks,  or  devices,  which  is  pro* 
mised  us  by  my  well-beloved  husband,  will  fully  prevent 
the  occurrence  of  the  least  portion  of  nonchalance  to  day. 
So  pray  proceed,  my  dearest  Lysander.  Our  thankfulness 
shall  keep  pace  with  your  endeavours  to  amuse  and  instruct 

Lysander,  Such  encouragement  is  irresistible,  and  I 
proceed  to  do  my  best.  If  I  remember  rightly,  we  con- 
cluded with  giving  the  finish  to  an  account  of  early  printing 
in  Germany  and  in  Italy;  yet  I  can  almost  reproach  myself 
for  having  omitted  to  notice  two  very  rare  and  very  ancient 
German  printers,  who  worked  in   partnership,  and  with 

vdumina  dispersas,  et  bonorum  librarum  characteres,  uno  quasi  oculi  obtutu 
dignoscere  addisrite.  Quod  vinum  vendibile  sit,  ex  hedera  appensa . . .  jam 
mtelligere  potestis/  p.  15 :  and  farther  observe— what  I  believe  is  not  applicable 
to  the  labours  of  my  predecessors— that  the  tag-similes  or  the  devices,  which 
the  reader  is  here  about  to  see,  are,  in  truth,  conformable  to  the  exact  mining 
and  application  of  the  foregoing  appellation :  in  other  words,  they  are,  in  every 
respect,  conformable  to  tbeib  obxoinals* 
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whom  I  have  but  lpteLy  cultivated  an  acquaintance.  Listen 
to  their  harmonious  appellatives!  Chbi8TO*her  Bey  am 
and  John  Glim.* 

Ax  mans  a.  Frightful  beyond  compare !  In  what  does 
the  merit  of  their  printing  consist  ? 

Ly6ander.  In  having  executed  works  of  an  early  date. 
Among  than  is  a  Boeihius  of  1470,  and  a  Manipufas 
Curatorum,  without  date,  but  probably  not  a  twelvemonth 
later,  and  the  first  impression  of  that  once  popular  work. 


*  Christopher  Beyam  and  John  Glim.]  The  very  rare  book,  in  wbidi  the  asso- 
ciated names  of  these  printers  appear,  is  the  Mantptdus  Curatorum  of  Guldo  dc 
Monte  Rocherii ;  without  date,  in  folio :  bat  supposed  by  the  compiler  of  the 
Boiogna<Crevenna  Catalogue,  (vol.  i.  no.  563)  to  be  the  first  impression  of  tint 
once  popular  work.  It  is  probably  executed  before  the  edition  of  1476,  by 
Cssaaris  and  Stol,  and  is  considered  to  have  a  number  of  variations  as  well  as  an 
additional  chapter ;  but  upon  what  authority  Vemaxza,  in  his  Lexione  sopra  la 
ttampa,  Cagliari,  1778,  8to.  (as  referred. to  by  Denis,  p.  6*1,  and  Panaer, 
vol.  Hi.  p.  4)  attributes  the  execution  of  it  to  the  Seville  press,  in  the  year  1470, 
u  utterly  inconceivable.  Neither  Cabailerus,  in  his  Specimen  de  Prima  Typo- 
graph*  Hispanic*  JEtatc,  nor  Lichtenberger,  make  the  least  mention  of  such  an 
early  specimen  of  the  Spanish  press.  The  book  in  question  has  been  recently 
obtained  by  Lord  Spencer,  from  Count  Delci ;  and  is  a  folio,  printed  in  long 
lines,  without  numerals  or  catchwords,  having  34  lines  in  a  full  page.  The 
colophon  is  thus— on  the  reverse  of  the  136th  and  last  leaf :  beneath  the  words 
Deo.  G  BACH  s. 

Hoc  beyamus  opus  preasit  Chri&toforus  altum. 
Immensis  titalia  estat  origo  sua. 
Cui  Glim  cosocius  clara  nit  arte  Iobaimes 
Germanam  gentem :  non  negat  esse  suam 

The  type  is  uniformly  roman,  except  the  d ;  which  is  a  sharp  gothic  letter. 
There  are  titles  to  the  several  sections,  chiefly  in  roman  capitals ;  and  the  smaller 
roman  letter  may  be  considered  as  approximating  to  that  of  Gunther  Zainer,  and 
the  Fivkani — the  latter,  from  their  Virgil  of  147 J— also  recently  acquired  by  his 
Lordship.  But  the  Boxtbius  of  1470,  by  Glim  alone,  (1  believe)  is  on  its  route 
to  the  library  of  the  same  Noble  Collector.  An  ancient  ms.  note,  at  the  end  of 
the  copy  of  the  Manipulus,  &c  says, '  Questo  t  vn  Hbro  bcllof  but  since  the 
time  of  such  inscription  the  worms  have  unluckily  become  enamoured  of  its 
'  beauty,'  and  have  left  behind  too  many  proofs  of  their  attachment ! 
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Before  however  I  bid  adieu  to  Germany,  let  me  entreat 
you  always  to  pay  marks  of  attention  and  respect  to  the 
productions  of  the  first  Printer  at  Nuremberg — Anthony 
Kobubgek  :  a  noble  fellow  in  his  way,*  and  diligent  almost 
beyond  competition.  His  volumes  are  remarkable  for  their 
dimensions,  and  his  ample  margins  betray  a  thoroughly  well 
cultivated  taste  respecting  the  management  of  those  impor- 
tant features  in  a  book-*M«cfc  and  white. 


*  Anthony  Koburgeb  -—a  noble  feUom  in  hit  way."]  It  may  be  questioned 
however  whether  Koborger,  Koberger,  or  Coburger,  (for  his  name  is  spelt  each 
waj)  be  the  first  prioter  at  Nuremberg j  as  the  earliest  Nuremberg  book,  with 
a  date,  (the  '  Comestorium  Vitiorum'  of  Retsa,  of  the  date  of  1470,  see  BSbi. 
Sjmceriana,  vol.  iii.  p.  489)  is  attributed  to  ,the  press  of  Crkussnsb  ;  and  it 
should  seem,  from  the  Typographical  Annals  of  Panaer,  (vol.  ii.  p.  167)  that 
Sensenschmid  and  Refer  also  preceded  Koberger.  However,  this  latter  printer 
ma j  be  considered  as  taking  the  lead  of  all  his  Nuremberg  brethren  of  the  matrix, 
and  his  works  fully  merit  the  encomium  pronounced  upon  them  by  Lysander. 
MaUmkrot  (p.  87)  has  not  only  himself  called  Koberger  *  inter  rehquos  . . . 
facile  prinoeps .  .  qui  ssuo  suo  non  illius  modd  vrbis  (Noribergss),  sed  tntras 
GennameTypograpborom  et  Bibliopolarum . . .  prseripuas  rait,  quod  plurima  et 
insignia  ah  ipso  impressa  et  distracts  volumina  abunde  testantur'— but  has 
directed  our  attention  to  the  eulogies  of  a  most  competent  judge,  and  contem- 
porary, Jodocus  Badius  Ascensius ;  who  dedicated  a  Collection  of  Epistles  of 
Eminent  Men,  in  1499,  folio,  to  this  very  renowned  typographer.  The  language 
of  Ascensius  is  too  delightful  in  itself,  and  too  congenial  with  my  own  feelings,  to 
be  here  suppressed— as  I  find  it  in  Maittaire,  voL  i.  p.  79,  edit.  1719.  After 
calling  him  *  Antonius  suavissimus,'  he  goes  on  thus : '  Si  quidem  cum  sis  Iibrario- 
rnni  male  princeps  et  inter  fideles  atqoe  bonestos  mercatores  non  inferiori  loco 
poshus ;  nihil  principatu  tuo  diguius  censeam,  quam  bos  tantos  heroai  in  regales 
istos  thakmos,  omnia  honestatis  ac  probitatis  nimirum  penetralia,  begnissiml 
suscipere  —  Iitteratos  omnes  et  colis  et  fovea ;  perrigilemque  coram  ad  bonos 
Codices  yere,  tend,  ac  sine  raendis  iroprimendos  adhibes,'  &c.  '  Ex  his  (adds 
Maittaire)  Badii  verbis  licet  s^mare  quantum  fuerit  Antonii  Koburoer  inter 
ejus  6fWTS%V0UJ  meritum/ 

According  to  the  testimony  of  •Nendoerferus,  Koburger  had  not  only  24 
presses  at  work,  and  more  than  100  workmen,  at  Nuremberg,  but  he  was 
engaged  in  printing  at  Basil  and  Lyons,  and  had  a  book-selling  establishment  at 
other  cities  as  well  as  at  Nuremberg.  Lichtenberger,  Intiia.  Typog.  p.  199.  He 
certainly  printed  the  Alcmoi  Epitoma  DiscipUnarum  Platonu  in  the  year 
1472  j  omitted  to  be  mentioned  in  the  work  first  above  referred  to:  bu,t  see 
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Lorenzo.  Have  you  not  spme  other  favourite  places  or 
printers  to  notice,  before  you  take  us  into  the  Land  of 
Devices — France,  and  the  Netherlands,  &c.P 

Lysander.  I  shall  quickly  prove  to  you  that  devices 
did  not  take  their  origin  in  France,  however  they  may  have 
been  chiefly  exhibited  in  that  country.  Yes . .  the  question 
of  our  Host  is  both  opportune  and  judicious:  for  let  me 
conduct  you,  in  imagination,  as  mourners  to  the  burying 
place  of  poor  Ferandus,  of  Brescia* — the  printer  of  the 

Fanser,  vol.  ii.  p.  169,  no.  10.  The  Nuremberg  Chronide  of  1493,  both 
in  Latin  and  in  German,  is  probably  the  '  magnum  opus '  of  Koburger ;  and 
.however  I  may  have  been  criticised  and  scolded  for  the  unwieldiness  of  the 
article,  which  comprises  a  description  of  that  stupendous  tome,  I  shall,  with 
Mallinkrot  on  my  side,  and  with  the  characteristic  obstinacy  of  an  enthusiast, 
continue  to  think  that  neither  labour  nor  expense  were  thrown  away  upon  it 

*  the  burying  place  of  poor  Fercmdut,  of  Brescia,]  Ferandus  was  the  earliest 
printer  at  Brxscia  ;  and  although  Cardinal  Quirini  has  devoted  a  pretty  sub- 
stantial quarto  tome  to  the  History  of  Breoda  Literature,  1739,  and  has  described 
at  large  the  earlier  editions  of  the  Roman  poets  which  were  printed  there, 
he  has  wholly  omitted  the  name  of  Ferandus,  and  of  course  of  the  Lucretius, 
Juvenal,  and  Cecco  d'Ascoli,  printed  by  the  same  artist  Mauro  Boui,  however, 
with  more  fortunate  sources  of  intelligence,  has  done  ample  justice  to  our  Ferandus; 
observing  '  L*  uomo  benemerito  che  vi  eresse  i  primi  Torchi  fu  Tommaso 
Ferrando  selante  Cittadino,  e  non  ignobile  letterato,  come  fan  fede  l'ediaiom 
da  lui  eseguite,  e  qualche  operetta  da  lui  medesimo  composta,  che  leggeai  a 
stampa/  Primi  Idbri  a  Stampa,  <fc.  deWItalia  Superiorc,  Venes.  1794,  p.  lzxiii. 
cvi.  The  noble  sentiments  of  Ferandus—  who  professes  his '  attachment  to  his 
Country  next  to  his  God'— and  his  correct  estimation  of  the  right  use  of  wealth 
and  literary  application— are  seen  in  more  than  one  of  the  colophons  of  the 
Brescia  Statute*,  printed  by  him  in  1473 :  vide  BSbL  Spencer,  vol.  iv.  p.  18-81 : 
although  the  last  of  these  colophons  affords  a  presentiment  of  that  misery,  and 
failure  in  business,  which  afterwards  overtook  him,  and  which  caused  his  desertion 
of  his  country.  The  Cecco  tf  Atcoli  and  iMeretiut  are  the  rarest  pieces  of 
Ferandus ;  and  both  are  to  be  round  in  the  most  desirable  condition  in  the  library 
of  Earl  Spencer.  It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that  the  type  and  press-work 
of  Ferandus  were  little  calculated  to  please  a  fastidious  reader — who  had  been 
accustomed  to  the  beautiful  productions  of  other  Italian  cities.  A  brochure,  of 
some  50  pages,  might  be  well  devoted  to  the  name  and  merits  of  Ferandus. 
I  conceive  his  private  history  to  have  been  exceedingly  interesting ;  and  I  feel 
every  possible  degree  of  inclination  to  become  one  of  the  above '  mourners,'  and  to 
'  drop  a  tear  upon  the  grave  of  poor  Ferandus/ 
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first  Lucretius,  and  of  several  other  works  of  nearly  equal 
rarity  and  value.  Drop  a  tear  upon  his  grave,  for  he  died 
broken-hearted  at  the  ungrateful  treatment  of  his  country- 
men !  Yet  his  name  shall  live  '  for  aye '  in  the  annals  of 
that  immortal  art  which  he  practised  with  so  much  credit  to 
himself  and  benefit  to  literature.  I  could,  to  be  sure,  dwell 
also  somewhat  upon  early  Ferrara  printers — and  upon  the 
marvellous  feats  of 'the  Boy  Cabnerius* — but  there  is 
really  no  time  for  the  indulgence  of  such  delightful  episodes. 

Lobenzo.  Bid  adieu  then  to  Germany  and  Italy,  and 
take  up  the  History  of  Printing  in  France,  the  Low 
Countries,  and  United  Provinces,  &c. 

L18ABDO.  I  crave  pardon;  but  you  know  what  an 
irritable  temperament  I  possess*  Tell  us,  I  pray,  dear 
Lysander — before  you  bid  adieu  to  Germany  and  Italy: — 
in  what  country  did  Devices  make  their  first  appearance  ? 
in  other  words,  where  did  printers  first  use  those  symbols, 
marks,  or  shields,  which  have  been  just  alluded  to? 

Lokenzo.  I  will  satisfy  you  as  well  as  I  am  able.  I  told 
you,  if  you  remember,  that  the  earliest  appearance  of  such 
printer's  mark,  or  device,  was  in  the  Bible  of  Fust  and 
Schoiffher,  of  the  date  of  1462;  which  device  consisted  of 

•  the  bay  foment!*.]  In  strict  designation,  the  boy  'Augustinus  Carnerius  ? 
see  the  colophon  to  the  Epistle*  and  Odes  cf  Horace,  printed  bj  Carnerius  in 
1474 :  BiW.  Spencer.  toL  iL  p.  7b*7.  Andreas  Bellfobtib,  Gallxjs,  has 
however  the  glorious  distinction  of  having  pot  the  first  Ferrara  press  in  motion- 
yet,  as  his  name  imports,  he  was  a  Frenchman  by  birth.  In  the  colophon  to  the 
Augustmna  Dattus,  of  1471,  (his  second  production)  he  thus  designates  himself: 

Impress!  Andreas  hoc  opus,  cui  francia  nomen 

Tradidit.  at  ciuis  ferrariensis  ego. 
Hercoleo  felix  ferraria  tata  manebat 

Numine :  perfectus  cum  iste  liber  fait. 

•  Ergo  (adds  Panzer)  per  Andream  Bellfortis,  Galium.'  See  his  AnnaL  Typog. 
vol.  1  p.  393,  no.  2.  The  Martial  of  Gailus,  (his  earliest  work)  is  fully  described 
in  the  BiW.  Spencer,  to),  u.  p.  169. 
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two  shields,  in  red  or  in  black,  that  were  used  even  as  late 
as  1531.*  Meanwhile,  however,  the  Emperor  Maximilian 
had  granted  to  John  Schoiffhcr  (son  of  Peter)  a  coat  of 
arms,  incorporating,  in  part,  the  device  of  his  father,  which 
is  thus  appended  to  a  variety  of  John  Schoiffher's  publica- 
tions, from  the  year  1 530  to  1 540 :  if  not  before. 


.  The  example  of  Fust  and  Schoiff  her  was  not  immediately 
followed  by  the  typographical  corps  in  Germany.  Indeed, 
Clric  Zel,  the  next  German  printer  in  point  of  antiquity, 


•  So  it  appears  in  Bagford'j  CoUccIIod.  Mercier  bad  never  seen  it  later  than 
15(5.    Consult  the  note  in  vol.  i.  page  343- 

t  Wi  own  name,  Khich,  in  German,  ligniftrj  a  ihephenL]  The  first  thing,  on 
looking  at  the  above  figure,  which  strikes  a  graphical  antiquary,  is,  ill  resemblance 
to  the  following  figure,  in  one  of  the  wood-cuts  of  Al-Baal  Ddhik,  introduced  in 
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whom  you  may  remember  to  have  been  designated  as  the 
'  Father  of  the  Cologne  press,1  wholly  discarded  a  device ; 


the  tack-ground,  in  ■  print  of  the  aiinuiicii tkm  of  toe  Natirity  of  Chriit  to  the 
siwpherds  keeping  watch  over  their  flock  bj  night.  Take  nway  the  Naff  of  the 
former,  and  you  hare  nearly  the  unie  figure.  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  John 
Schuiff  her  canted  Albert  Darer . 


i  tome  of  the  smaller  pieces  of  J.  Scboiffher  we  have  the  tame  subject  treated 
■  petite; — ai  thui,  at  the  bottom  of  an  elegant  border  in  the  title  page  of 

Cummin"  Mtitrimmii  Tntvmium  .Irfti  Itfrrfiriw  Pit  P  F  Mrgnnt,'lS1t|1HMt 
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for  what  reason  is  not  easily  to  be  imagined.    A  Cologne 
printer,  however,  of  the  name  of  Bokngakt,  exhibited  an 


There  are  sundry  varieties  of  the  Sckoiffhik  d>tici.    Thus,  keeping  to  the 
■bore  design,  Marchud  givei  us  the  following: 


Peter  SchoiJf  her  (the  son  of  Fort's  partner)  chose  to  deviate  somewhat  from  the 
fsmlly  dtiiee,  bj  turning  the  atari  into  rosej,  thus : 
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early  deviation  from  the  sullen  rule  laid  down  by  Zel ;  for, 
at  the  end  of  a  small  Latin  tract  entitled  a  '  Fruitful  Pre- 
paration for  a  Christian  Man  on  his  Death  Bed,'  of  the 

The  preceding  belongs  to  a  book  of  great  beauty  of  typographical  execution,  and 
of  rare  occurrence,  entitled  '  De  dukissimc  Nomine  Jem,*  ge.  1518,  folio :  to  be 
noticed  in  a  subsequent  page.    All  the  books  of  P.  ScbohTher,  junr.  are  scarce. 

Let  me  further  add  about  the  distinguished  family  of  the  Schoifphers,  that 
John  SchouTher,  son  of  the  preceding,  and  grandson  of  the  great  Peter,  quitted 
Ments,  and  established  a  printing  office  at  Bob  Le  Due  in  Brabant :  in  the  street 
of  *  the  Great  Church/  at  the  sign  of  the  Missal,  and  (says  Marchand)  his 
descendants  have  occupied  the  premises  ever  since.  '  He  printed  (continues  the 
same  amusing  author)  several  books  there,  of  which  none  are  at  present  known  ; 
and,  dying  in  that  town,  was  buried  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  John.  The 
States  General  granted  him  a  monument  in  1629 ;  consisting  of  a  sort  of  tablet, 
shutting  as  it  were  with  double  doors,  upon  one  of  which  is  the  figure  of  the 
printer,  upon  his  knees,  dressed  in  the  manner  of  the  times,  and  having  his  coat 
of  arms  near  him,  thus— with  the  subjoined  inscription : 


John  Scbepfer,  Printer,  died  the  13th  of  March,  1565 ;  and 
Anne,  his  wife  (Daughter  of  John  Bottblmans)  died 
the  14th  of  March,  1587,  &c. 

This  John  had,  again,  a  son  of  his  own  Christian  name ;  who  became  Royal 
Printer  under  Philip  Ilnd  of  Spain.  Marchand  has  a  pithy  memorandum  relating 
to  him ;  at  page  51  of  his  Histoire  de  Plmprmerie.  He  died  in  June,  1614 ;  and 
with  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Van  de  Hoek,  was  buried  in  the  Cathedral  where 
his  father  and  mother  had  been  interred.  I  shall  conclude  this  SchohTher  article 
with  the  epigram  of  Naude*  (from  his  second  book  of  Epigrams,  printed  by  S.  and 
B.  Gramoisy  in  1650,  8vo.  p.  52)  upon  the  watermark  of  the  BuW$  Head  and 
Harm,  as  seen  in  the  paper  of  the  earlier  publications  of  the  Mints  Peess  : 

Ratio  cognoscendi  Libros  editos  a  Joanne  Fausto 
Moountino,  inter  Artis  ab  ipso  primum 
invent®  &  exculte  rudimenta 

His  duo  si  nescis  teneris  iropressa  papyris, 

Artificura  *igno,  vitulinas  cornua  frontis; 
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printed  date  of  147?,*  we  observe  the  following  barbarous 
and  singular  device:  partly  imitated,  however,  by  subse- 
quent printers. 


The  Device  or  Herman  Boengakt. 

Grandia  Chalcographi  referunt  miraculi  Fauiti, 
Qui  primus  calami*  Libros  transcripsit  ahenii, 
Atque  sua  term  rau-um  decua  intulit  Arte. 
See  Maittaire'i  Annal.  Typog.  edit.  1T19,  p.  tS.  They  are  not,  howerer,  invariably 
entree!  criteria  of  the  early  Hentl  pros.     MarcLand  brings  the  genealogy  of  (he 
ScmrriBi  down  to  the  year  1720.      It  is  a  name  justly  held  in  the  greatest 
possible  respect. 

"  of  the  printed  dott  tfUTt]  The  colophon  it  thai:  •  Impreuum  Cohmir  per 
me  Hmnmuiu  Boigzrt  deket  wich  due  Colonic?,  inper  anfifuu  forum  in  opposite 
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The  earlier  Venetian  printers  seemed  also  to  have  objec- 
tions to  devices ;  for  I  meet  with  few  or  none  before  those  of 
John  of  Cologne,  and  Octavian  Scot.  That  of  the  for- 
mer, to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  is  at  the  end  of  an 
impression  of  the  New  Testament,  with  the  Commentary  of 
Nicolas  de  Lyra,  of  the  date  of  148),  in  folio;*  while  that 

isnai  Martini  maieru.  jrrvprk  1st  dm  Wylden  num.  147!.'  The  book  has 
signatures  throughout ;  and  I  inspect  there  molt  be  some  error  in  the  dale,  as 
the  type  is  quite  of  *  late  character,  and  there  arc  printed  notes  in  the  margin. 
Beneath  a  rude  wood-cut,  in  the  frontispiece,  there  is  the  title  of  •  Peter 
de  Bias'  expoaitku  of  thcBook  of  Job,  dedicated  to  the  illustrious  King 
Henry  of  England.'  The  Latin  title  to  the  book,  now  under  description,  is 
'  IVgmmumifum  SoJuitrrumim  dnistimii  Hominit  ad  mortem  at  diipoitentii,  qiueX 
aHegit  Hmurmliilu  vtr  MagiifT  Wilhttmui  Ttrwert  inert  thcn!ogie  Doctor  eiimiiu, 
oc  deiferc  Marie  cammiait  in  maim  erclnia.  regie  (edit  Aattitgrani,*  4to.  It 
coutains  F,  in  fours,  with  a  running  title  as  far  a>  '  Alphabetum  liiij.'  In  the 
pcaiession  of  the  Rct.  I.  M.  Rice.  The  lapse  of  a  century  introduced  a  much 
purer  taste  in  the  style  of  art  observable  in  the  devices,  or  frontispiece-deroratkmj, 
of  the  ColouneBoois:— as  the  following,  taken  from  the '  Summaria  Dacriptio 
CoUnewi  inter  Caparum  Vteniergium  t!  Joaaaem  Badium,  fc.  Amid  Gervmum 
Catamrn  et  hmreta  Qaenlelim,'  Colon.  1590, 4to.  may  satisfactorily  shew. 


The  same  printers  used  also  a  fine  head  of  Christ,  in  profile  ;  as  may  be  seen 
fal  the  Porte*  Catechimi  Catholici  of  the  date  of  1 568,  folio.  (Bagford's  Collection, 
Marl  MSS.  no.  5914,  fol.  53.) 

•  eMb»freiaanoftheNeaTatamerU,v^\t}^CamraaaarycfSiem^del^ 
eftht  itU  of  1481,  sn/oUo.]  Some  mention  (see  toI.  L  p.  403)  has  been  already 
made  of  this  impression  as  exhibiting  a  testimony  of  the  partnership  of  Jens™ 
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of  the  latter  is  at  the  end  of  an  impression  of  the  same  work, 
of  the  date  of  1489.  These  devices  are  both  executed  in  red 
ink,  as  you  will  see  from  the  following  specimens  of  them  r 


The  Device  of  John  db  Colonia, 

in  conjunction  with  nlcolab  jxnsom. 


■id  I.  de  Colonia.  The  New  Testament  (oner  in  my  poaicaiioii)  ia  out;  the  4tb 
and  last  volume  of  *a  impression  of  the  Bible,  with  De  Lyra's  commentary ;  and  k 

fiiilj  described  in  Mnsch's  edition  of  Le  Ltmg'i  IW.  Sacra,  voL  iii.  p.  373.  The 
colophon  runs  thiu :  '  Emrtiim  at  Vcnctiu  inaigne  hoc  opui :  ac  inuihWuni 
opus  biblio  una  cum  poidllis  uenerandi  uiri  ordioii  minorum  fratris  Nicola! 
de  lyra :   cumqne  additionibut  per  ueu 
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The  Device  op  Octavianus  Scotds 
of  monba  in  the  milanese. 

tdiiis :  ac  repKcu  Mathie  doringk  ordinia  lnioornni  fratru  et  theologi  option : 
characters  nro  iprenum  baba  incmidiunio ;  irapensujne :  cumque  siiigulori 
opiimoram  lohannis  de  coloiwi  NicoUi  iauon.-  tocioruniqj :  Olyiupitiiibm 
dotninicu :  anno  tnilwrimn  qusdringentoimo  octongeiimo  primo  pridie  caJendits 
mtiles.'  The  device  abort  gmm  is  at  the  aid  of  the  register,  on  the  bat 
leaf.     The  interminable  commentaries  isf  old  Lyra  Kern  lo  have  constantly 
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Nor  should  I  omit  this  opportunity  of  begging  of  you  to 
hold  the  name  of  Octavian  Scot  in  respectful  remembrance ; 
for  although  a  later  printer,  and  of  less  popularity,  than 
John  de  Colonia,  he  was  a  man  to  whom  the  city  of  Vance 
(where  he  printed)  was  deeply  indebted  ;*  as  well  for  his 
love  and  patronage  of  learning,  as  for  the  number  and  value 


occupied  the  presses  of  the  more  ancient  printers.  An  editor  (whose  name  I 
have  forgotten,  but  who  was  about  to  publish  the  Lyra  Gloss  in  the  zvth  century) 
has  this  pithy  notice  respecting  the  deficiency  of  paper  sufficiently  large  for  such 
a  work : '  Hoc  certe  tempore  sudanti  satis  mini  in  immenso  Nicolai  de  Lyra  super 
ueterU  et  novi  testamenti  ad  litteram  glossem'ate :  ab  impressoribus  nostris  que 
bihlie  libros  informabant :  repente  efflagttatus  sum  ut  quoniam  carta  maior  illot 
defecerat :  ne  officinae  eorum  uacarent :  quod  nunquam  fit  absque  ingenti  artis 
dispendio :  aliquod  minoris  voluminis  opus  illis  comroodum  expedirem.' 

*  a  man  to  whom  the  city  of  Venice  wot  deeply  indebted.]  '  To  no  one  waa  the 
city  of  Venice  more  bound  in  gratitude,  than  to  Octavian  Scot  ;  of  noble  birth, 
and  horn  in  the  town  of  Moiua  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Milan.  Establishing 
himself  at  Venice,  he  devoted  so  much  of  his  wealth  to  the  promotion  of  printing, 
that  a  prodigious  number  of  editions,  bearing  both  his  name  and  device,  seemed  to 
indicate  a  new  emporium,  as  it  were,  of  printed  books ;  and  gave  ample  testimony, 
from  the  first  production  of  his  press  in  1480,  [a  Latin  Bible  of  that  date  in  4to. 
see  Masch's  Le  Long,  vol.  iii.  p.  128]  to  the  close  of  the  xvth  century,  with  what 
energy  and  liberality  be  pursued  his  laudable  career.*  Saxius,  Hist.  Lit.  Typog. 
Medial,  p.  cxiii.  Saxius  then  quotes  the  testimony  of  Msittaire  (edit.  1719, 
p.  139)  in  praise  of  Scot ;  followed  by  similar  testimonies  from  La  Caille  and 
Chevillier.  '  I  must  further  observe  (adds  he)  in  order  to  make  a  deeper 
impression  upon  grateful  minds,  that,  even  after  the  decease  of  Octavian,  about 
the  year  1500,  his  noble  spirit  survived  to  enrich  the  favourite  spot  of  his  resi- 
dence ;  for  he  bequeathed  not  only  his  property,  but  the  materials  of  his  press, 
for  the  benefit  of  Venice.  Many  books,  even  as  late  as  the  year  1530,  afford 
proof  of  being  executed  '  by  the  command  and  at  the  expense  of  the  heirt  of  the 
distinguished  Octavian  Scot,  a  Citizen  of  Monsa* — with  his  device  subjoined. 

I  may  just  notice  that  the  device  above  given,  is  taken  from  the  ivth  and  last 
volume  of  an  impression  of  the  Latin  Bible,  with  the  Commentary  of  Nicolas  de 
Lyra,  of  the  date  of  1489,  in  folio :  '  Uenetijt  oj  ere  et  sumptibus  Octauiani  Scoti 
Modoet&sis .  m  .  cccc .  lxxxix  .  Sexto  Id9  text'dis.'  It  is  at  the  end  of  the  register, 
on  the  recto  of  the  following  and  last  lead  The  impression  is  beautifully  executed 
in  black  letter  j  and  Masch  tells  that  it  is  formed,  *  according  to  the  edition  of 
1485,  by  Paganinus  de  Paganino,'  Le  Long's  BibL  Sacra,  vol.  iii.  p.  378.  I  have 
seen  (I  think)  three  specimens  of  a  similar  device,  on  a  smaller  scale,  but  executed 
in  black.    Octavian's  son  or  nephew,  Jerom  Scot,  used  the  device  of  an  anchor, 


FIFTH  DAY.  19 

of  his  typographical  productions.  We  will  now  return,  if 
you  please,  to  the  proposition  of  Lorenzo,  respecting  the 
history  of  printing  in  France,  in  the  Low  Countries,  and 
United  Provinces,  &c 

As  to  the  first,  the  diligent  and  patriotic  Chevillier  hath 
filled  a  comely  quarto  tome  with  the  '  Origin  of  Printing 
at  Paris?*  His  work  is  curious  and  interesting;  but  as 
the  author  of  it  was  early  '  a-fiekT  in  the  subject  of  which  he 
treats,  it  would  follow  that  many  early  printed  jrorks  have 
escaped  him,  and  that  a  few  inaccuracies,  corrected  by  the 
more  fortunate  researches  of  subsequent  bibliographers, 
must  necessarily  mark  that  production.  Yet  I  know  not, 
upon  the  whole,  where  there  is  a  more  entertaining  quarto 
volume  upon  printing  than  the  one  which  we  possess  from 
Chevillier.  Let  us  gossip  therefore  awhile  about  early 
Parisian  printers,  leaning  upon  the  arm  of  that  said  typogra- 
phical historian.    And  first,  my  friends,  how  comes  it  to 

sometimes  (bat  smaller)  with  three  flakes,  between  trees ;  having,  linked  together, 
at  bottom,  the  initials  SOS;  and,  above,  the  following  motto :  '  In  Tenebrii 
Fklget.'  Bat  one  of  the  most  elegant  devices  used  by  him,  or  indeed  by  any 
other  printer,  is  that  of  a  female  sitting  upon  a  celestial  globe ;  holding  an  olive 
branch  in  her  right  hand,  and  a  line  and  plummet  in  her  left :  above,  is  the 

mottO  '  FIAT  PAX  IV  V1RTUTK  TVA.' 

•  Origin  cf  Printing  at  Paris.]  Cbevillier's  book  is  divided  into  the  following 
four  parts :  i.  Etablissement  de  lTmprimerie  qui  fut  fait  par  des  Gens  de  ITJni- 
versit6,  tfcst-a-dire,  par  les  soins  de  la  Soci&e  de  Sorbonne ;  avec  ttiistoire  d*  Ulric 
Gering  le  premier  Imprimeur  de  Paris,  n.  Reflections  sur  les  Livrcs  imprimei 
par  Gering,  et  quelques  Remarques  carieuses  touchant  les  Imprimcurs,  et  sur  la 
matiere  d'lroprimerie.  hi.  L'origine  de  llmpression  Grecquc  et  Hebraiqne,  qui 
rat  eubfie  a  Paris  par  le  soin  des  Professeurs  de  PUniversitl.  vi.  Les  droits  que 
rUniversite  a  eus  sur  la  Librairie  de  Paris,  devant  et  apres  la  decouverte  de 
Plmpriroerie.  Par  le  Sieor  Andre  Chevillier,  Docteur  et  Bibliothecaire  de  la 
Maison  et  Society  de  Sorbonne,  1694, 4to.  I  have  before  noticed  (Bibliomania, 
p.  63,)  the  *  foxy '  tint  of  almost  all  the  copies  of  this  work.  By  the  kindness  of 
my  friend  Mr.  Bolland,  I  am  in  possession  of  a  copy,  printed  upon  what  I  conceive 
to  he  fine  paper : — it  is  in  its  original  red-morocco  binding,  with  gilt  on  the  leaves  * 
and  together  with  a  similar  copy  of  La  Cailli^from  the  same  friendly  quarter) 

\,  I  apprehend,  originally,  a  presentation  copy. 

VOL,  II.  C 
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pass,  that  that  cunning  knight  of  the  puncheon,  Nicolas 
Jenson,  a  Frenchman  by  birth,  did  not,  after  he  had  made 
himself  master  of  the  '  art  and  craft  of  printing9  at  Mentc, 
or  at  Rome,*  (be  it  where  you  please)  return  to  his  native 
soil,  and  practise  the  art  which  he  had  so  successfully 
learnt  ?  It  is  a  little  singular  and  inconceivable,  that,  while 
a  Frenchman  of  ability  leaves  his  country  to  establish  him- 
self at  Venice,  a  German  Firm,  of  the  names  of  Gkbino, 
Cbaktz,  and  Friburger,  comes  to  set  up  the  first 
printing  press  at  Paris,  in  the  House  of  the  Sorbonne  !f> 

•  See  vol.  i.  p.  398. 

t  first  printing-press  at  Parit,  m  the  House  of  the  Sorbonne.]  The  patrons  of  the 
first  printers  at  Paris  were  Fichetu*  and  La  pi  d  anus;  or,  as  Chevillier  calls 
them, '  GuHlauroe  Fichet  Savoyard  *  and  *  Jean  Heynlin  de  Lapierre  Allemand.' 
Gaguinus  and  Trithemius  (and  I  dare  say  Baillet  and  Fabricius  to  boot)  are  loud 
and  uuiform  in  their  attestations  of  the  literary  merit  of  Fichetus, — '  the  restorer 
of  pure  Roman  latinity.'  Fichetus  and  Lapidanus  established  a  press  in  the 
House  of  the  Sorbonne,  or  Sorbonne  Academy,  of  which  they  were  the  heads  or 
directors ;  and  the  latter  invited  thither  his  German  countrymen,  Ulric  Gering, 
Michael  Friburger,  and  Martin  Crantz  ;  as  appears  unequivocally  from 
the  letter  of  Fichetus,  prefixed  to  the  supposed  first  production  op  trx 
Parisian  press  ('  the  Epistles  op  Gasparinus  Pergamnsis')  given  at 
length  by  Chevillier,  p.  40-1,  and  extracted  in  part  by  Maittaire,  vol.  t  pi  $5> 
and  Lkhtenberger,  p.  205-6. 

This  prefatory  epistle  of  Fichetus  is  perhaps  sufficiently  interesting  to  have  the 
greater  part  of  it  introduced  to  the  reader  in  an  English  dress. 

Fichetus  to  Lapidanus. 
You  have  lately  sent  me,  my  dear  Lapidanus,  the  delightful  Epistles  of 
Gasparinus  Pcrgamensis ;  not  only  carefully  corrected  by  yourself,  but  executed 
in  a  neat  and  elegant  manner  by  your  German  printers.  Gasparinus  is  much 
indebted  to  you ;  since,  from  your  unremitting  attention,  you  have  restored  to 
him  his  legitimate  text.  All  learned  men,  however,  owe  you  greater  obligations ; 
as  it  is  evident  that  you  are  not  only  intent  upon  your  theological  studies, 
but  meditate  the  glorious  task  of  restoring  Latin  writers  in  general  to  their 
pristine  purity :  a  task,  in  every  respect  worthy  of  your  high  reputation— 
distinguished,  as  you  are,  not  less  by  your  skilful  and  successful  theses  as  a 
Sorbonne  Doctor,  than  by  your  unwearied  efforts  in  diffusing  light  upon  the 
darkened  state  of  classical  knowledge  in  our  own  tiroes.  For,  to  the  many 
grievances  attending  our  want  of  literary  information,  there  was  the  additional 
one  of  having  the  corrupted  texts  or  ignorant  transcribers.  Judge  therefore  of  my 
extreme  satisfaction,  on  finding  such  a  pest  far  removed,  by  your  exertions,  front 
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these  Gcnnsns  first  commenced  die  art  of 
at  Pans;  and  conjecture  has  pretty  accurately 
the  dale  of  1470  to  the  earliest  fruits  of  their  press. 


theGfjof  Parb!   The fvmaen, whom you  kie brought  with  you 
assay,  have  executed  their  task  with  Muuplctr  fekfitv  :  owmg,  do  doubt,  to  the 
and  anxiety  prrriousry  bestowed  by  job  upon  the  rnftafion  of  tbe  original 

ForeweiL  Your  aaVctkmate  Friend ;  In  haste/  Tbe  colophon  is  abo 

*  » 

Vt  Sol  kma  sic  doctrmam  rondb  ■ 


prope  tfmmasa  tu. 


VbaLBICXS,  MAITIirVBQUE 

inuarsserunt,  ac  mcient  anos. 

Tim  b  no  cwle  to  thb  book,  nor  to  tbe  n***,  5afhu«,  ltteiMS  af  fiduttus, 
Fainin  tfF%4m>Ftmtlti9fFk*etns,w*c£Basmrimi4*.4c.;  bat  tbe  year  1470 
a  aasfanaiaatm*  of  tne  execution  ofo  Tbe  ookphom 

ofSiuust  (R.  &  <roL  S.  p.  S28)  dearly  shew*  that  book  to  hare  been  printed  m 
1470,  as  it  notices  tbe  preparation*  for  war  (in  Apr!  and  May,  1470;  again* 
CDnke  of  Burgundy  ;  and  tbe  premtory  episrie  of  Fichetus,  just  translated, 

to  be  a  doctor-^hkh  lie  was  not  till  the  year  1470. 

with  the  Lmnwtims  fWuw  Jucafci  Magus  ftawria^iaw,  and 
paatirnteCheTafier>s>»t  h*  of  early  Pariiian  books;  yet 
it  b  h  asirkahh,  tbat  tbe '  Maauafr  Cua/ijnuam;  occ  of  Xyder  b  tbejEnt  task 
in  the  colophon  of  which  the  date  (1473)  b  regularly  introduced :  tee  Fanser, 
wjL  i.  p.  £73.  no.  16- 

Core  mort  however  be  taken  not  to  forget  the  Termer,  in  folio,  without  date, 
(undescribed  by  all  the  awiliitfiital  bibnographers)  which  b  executed  in  tbe 
type  with  that  of  tbe  Floras  and  SaDost ;  and  therefore  nay  be  conaidervd 
the  earlier  productions  of  the  Sorboone  piua.  I  well  remember  tbe  surprise,  and 
even  astonishment,  expressed  by  Monsieur  Renouard  (when  examining  the 
Spencer  Library)  on  having  tbb  itiuufina  put  into  hb  hands.  He  hud  imagined 
that  a  Jragmeaf  of  it  only,  in  the  Royal  Galectk/o  at  Paib,  had  been  onkjue !  A 
complete  copy  of  the  Pkalwiaaipil  ITgrfaaf  CaCT,(widc9cribcd  by  Cberillier,  and 
ahaoat  of  equal  rarity)  from  the  same  press,  also  enriches  the  same  magnificent 
roHerrkm  In  regard  to  the  books  gben  in  Chrrilner* s  first  Iwt,  it  may  be 
observed,  as  Panaer,  Iichtenberger,  and  Cberillier  himself,  hare  before  remarked, 
tbat  they  are  all  printed  upon  firm  paper  of  nearly  the  saase  tint  and  texture, 
with  a  roman  type  of  precisely  tbe  same  formation :  large,  loose,  and  irregularly 
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This  worthy  Finn  continued  its  labours  very  amicably 
and  successfully  for  about  eight  or  ten  years ;  when  death, 
or  some  other  powerful  cause,  produced  a  dissolution  of  the 

worked.  I  make  no  doubt  that  there  were  both  thick  paper,  and  vellum, 
copies  of  all  these  earlier  productions  of  the  Sorbonne  press.  Chevillier  mentions 
a  vellum  Sallust  and  a  vellum  Fichetub  (the  Rhetorics),  and  Panzer  notices 
ei  ve  copies  of  the  latter  upon  the  same  material.  Sir  M.  M.  Sykes  has,  I  believe, 
an  original  presentation  copy  of  this  latter,  upon  thick  paper ;  and  a  vellum  copy 
of  the  Sallust  adorns  the  Aoctarium  of  the  Bodleian  library. 

In  the  year  1473  both  the  patrons  and  the  workmen  of  the  Sorbonne  press 
changed  their  residence.  Fichetua  is  supposed  to  have  visited  Rome,  and  Lapidanus 
to  have  returned  to  Germany ;  while  Cering  and  bis  associates,  having  hired  a 
house  in  the  Rue  St.  Jacques,  at  the  sign  of  the  Golden  Sun,  came  forth  with  their 
first  specimen  of  the  black  letter j  a  pretty  accurate  fac-simile  of  which  is  given 
in  the  Bibk  Spenceriana,  vol.  i.  p.  29.  About  the  year  1475  (being  the  date  of 
the  second  book  in  Chevillier's  second  list)  the  firm  of  Gering  and  Co,  thus  modestly 
recommended  itself  to  the  attention  of  the  public,  in  the  colophon  of  the '  Summa 
de  Canbw  Conscieniut'  of  Bartholomxus  Pisanus : 

Hinc  tu,  qui  Famam  aeternam  cupis  annulare, 

Summa  Bartholomina  aspice  ne  careas, 
Qum  nitide  pressam  Martinus  reddidit,  atque 

Michael,  Ulaicus,  Moribus  unanimes. 
Hos  genuit  Germania,  nunc  Lutetia  pascit 

Orbis  miratur  totus  eorum  Opera. 

These  six  verses  are  given  by  Naude,  bnt  only  the  latter  four  by  Chevillier;  who 
makes  his  second  list,  of  early  printed  Paris  books,  extend  to  the  year  1483  *, 
before  which  time,  however,  namely  in  1478,  the  names  of  Grants  and  Friburger 
disappear,  and  that  of  Maynyal  or  Remboldt  is  seen  associated  with  Gering. 
In  this  same  year,  1478,  a  new  and  much  improved  Roman  fount  was  adopted 
by  these  printers :  as,  among  other  works,  may  be  seen  from  the  description  of 
the  '  Margarita  Poetica'  of  Eyb,  of  the  same  date,  in  the  B.  S.  vol.  iii.  p.  316. 
On  establishing  himself  in  the  Hue  St.  Jacques,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Sorbonne  Doctors,  Gering  associated  with  these  latter  upon  the  most  intimate 
looting,  which  continued  unbroken  till  his  death.  As  he  was  a  single  man  he 
paid  them  frequent  visits,  and  at  length  became  one  of  their  society.  He  was  in 
the  constant  habit  of  communicating  with  them  respecting  the  works  which  he 
intended  to  publish,  and  as  constantly  presented  the  college  with  a  copy  of  every 
such  work.  But  the  liberal  printer  gave  them  more  substantial  proofs  of  his 
regard.  His  purse  appears  to  have  been  as  freely  opened  as  were  his  ideas  of 
publication.  In  the  year  1493,  that  part  or  wing  of  the  college,  where  the 
library  had  been  deposited,  fell  down,  from  iUniinous  condition;  and  the  society 
not  having  wherewithal  to  rebuld  it,  Gering  presented  them  with  50  francs:  a 
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partnership;  and  Going  looked  out  for  a  new  associate: 
himself  dying  about  the  year  1510.  It  must  however  be 
ohaer\ed  that  the  earlier  works  of  Gering,  Crantz,  and 


,  and  A  *  m#ri  rd  — rh  ifMptgtMM^  tiff  fifring  hart, 

a  knife  and  fork  always  kid  for  him  at  the  table  of  the  worth j 
Doctors  of  Sorbonne;  which  said  knife  and  fcrk,  I  make  no  doubt,  from  Che- 
vnlier's  fiveJj  description,  the  printer  did  not  foil  to  brandish  with  all  possible 
saaety  of  heart.  In  short,  Gering  received  certain  '  Letters  of  Hospitality,  from 
the  then  *  ProvaKur.  Btshop  of  Meam'  (d^cd  May,149*>*m  coascqo«a  of  bis 
nherel  and  aJectionafe  dapositiun  towards  the  *Poor  Masters  of  Sorbonne.9 
Cfcevnfer,  p.  85,  has  given  the  original  Latin  dorument  with  a  French  version; 
both  of  which  were  thought  by  ^■■"■■w  of  luhsricnt  conseonence  to  be  leprintecL 
AmmmL  Tjavg.  vol  i.  p.  58-9- 

Bat  the  utnctultme  of  the  Fatbeb  of  Pabjsiav  Panrrixc  did  not  stop  here. 
Id  1504  Gering  made  a  win,  in  which  appeared,  not  only  his  liberal  iufeiilimn 
towards  his  beloved  '  Sorbonne,'  hat  no  ssaal  proofr  of  attachment  towards  the 
*  college  de  Monmigu*— which  two  societies  he  constituted  '  heirs  of  aD  Ins 
The  Montana  estabavhaacnt,  m  conseouence.  becaaae  possessed  of 
of  Annet,  wpon  the  banks  of  the  Marne,  and  converted  ntanj  boasts 
^l^gfrigtfr  it  intifa  sffiimistawj  fnrthr*4Tisrfi  iif  Oranawar/iTT^TrfBiiiiimrfifh^lii 
Ihe  portrait  of  Germg,  with  a  I*tin  sahscription  of  the  date  of  1510,  (hong  npm 
the  Montagu  college)  attested,  m  that  prin- 

ter's bounty.  Does  it  jet  exist?  To  the  Sorbonne  society,  Gering  gave  jet  more 
snr^aTa^proofeofhbsflsfhaiint  He  left  them  8500  fines  in  ready  money, 
besides  die  aasount  of  the  sale  of  aD  his  floods  and  rhattA,  inchsfine  the 
lartuiih  of  bis  piiota^oihce^and  hisstDAof  bo  onires,  wins  the  sams  or 

debts  dne  to  fahrn  at  the  thne  of  hb  decease.  In  conseouence,  the  number  of 
Bellows  of  the  Sorbonne  society  was  doubled:  not  however  without  going  to  law 
upon  the  subject.  A  brass  tablet,  in  the  ctssprl  of  the  said  society,  records 
both  the  beneficence  of  Gering  and  the  resnkof  an  appficarirai  to  the  courts 
of  Justice  respecting  the  aasnner  of  carrying  bis  bequest  into  execution :  teraav 
natmgontliel3thofMaj,155t.  See  Chrriffiert  verj  investing  pages  89, 9a 

ine  ooroonne  sucsety  ^aaastne  same  smsj  nosos  mts  nrsc ranssan  pr saver,  ana 

conmarmoratsan  of  him  is  celebrated  in  the  chapel  ;  which  nwisitls  of 
Hie  serrirc  of  the  dead,  at  veape^ 

Lauds,  the  high  Mass,  waii  two  either  low  Masao  a>  the  Dead.    In  the 
n  nnjnecfoloa]lcal  aseaaors^^ 

*uw  ^^     _      __ a  •    am         +    • •  •»        •»  •       ft  &       ^         m       •       •  w/%.     UaaT*  n  • 

■  UnsssassVsusjaaansl    a^mnYwassaVmwmUl      wautwawamsssss)    arSauaaaussa*axuLauawau>    maaaamf"at    arassssssmslw?     ssssaua  amnam    ssssyw)uuufa>    awawTmWavawswf 

ct  aWaviwteaVlan%umv.   1*»  aiuiwdiwii  Fsgmar/  L'Orguat  4*  t lis i  saw  i  ii, 
4*.  p.  97. 

Maittaire  calls  the  type  of  the  earier  bonks  of  Germg,  Ace. '1*at  and  round; 


24  FIFTH  DAY. 

Friburger,  both  in  the  gothic  and  roman  types,  are  suffi- 
ciently repulsive  —  compared  with  contemporaneous  prol 
ductions ;  but  towards  the  year  1 478  they  adopted  a  new 
roman  fount  of  letter,  and  became  worthier  rivals  of  their 
Parisian  competitors  C  jesaris  and  Stol.* 

printed  with  a  clear  aud  beautiful  ink ;  upon  paper  not  remarkably  white,  bat 
sufficiently  thick  and  well  aiied.'  His  account  of  the  early  Parisian  press,  under 
the  auspices  of  Louis  Xlth,  is  borrowed  from  Naude's  Add.  a  Mist,  de  Louis  XL. 
and  is  rather  interesting.  Anttal  Typog.  vol.  i.  p.  23-5.  Whatever  were  his 
political  faults,  Louis  cannot  be  reproached  with  a  waut  of  attention  to  the 
interests  of  literature.  He  was  a  very  bibtiomanical  cormoraut ;  and  enriched 
the  Royal  Library  with  a  prodigious  number  of  fine  books.  His  passion  and 
taste  were  probably  regulated  by  that  of  his  librarian,  Robert  Gaovin,  of 
whom  Dubreuil  is  loud  and  vehement  in  his  testimonies  of  approbation.  Antiq. 
de  Paris,  iiv.  iii.  p.  10-49.  Laurence  Palmier,  and  John  Fouquet  of  Tours,  were 
also  engaged  in  the  preservation  and  decoration  (the  latter,  professedly  an  illu- 
minator) of  the  royal  books.  Essai  Historique  sur  la  Bibliotheque  du  Roi,  1782, 
8vo.  p.  14. 

*  Parisian  Competitors,  Cjesams  and  Stol.]  *  It  should  seem  (says  the  Abbe 
Mercier  de  St.  Leger)  that  the  same  degree  of  rivalry  which  distinguished  the 
presses  of  Sweynheym  and  Pannartz,  and  Ulric  Han,  at  Rome,  marked  the 
operations  of  those  of  Gering,  and  Caesaris  and  Stol,  at  Paris  t  '  Does  the  former 
print  and  publish  a  book  ? — the  same  work  appears  in  the  subsequent  year  from 
the  press  of  the  latter,  Caesaris !'  Supplement,  &c.  p.  125.  This  is  lively  and 
perhaps  not  wide  of  the  truth.  Caesaris  and  Stol  were  also  Germans;  and, 
according  to  Chevillier,  (but  it  is  a  mere  gratis  dictum)  were  instructed  in  their 
art  by  Gering.  They  first  lived  in  the  Rue  de  St.  Jacques, '  a  Venseignc  du 
Soufflet  vert;*  but  towards  the  close  of  his  life,  Caesaris  removed  his  house,  in 
the  same  street,  to  the  Sign  of  the  Swan  and  the  Soldier.  The  first  production  of 
their  press,  or  rather  of  that  of  Caesaris,  (in  the  colophon  of  which  he  is  called 
*  Master  of  Arts  *)  is  the  Manipulus  Curatorum,  of  1473,  folio,  in  the  gothic 
character ;  described  with  tolerable  minuteness  in  the  Cat.  de  la  VaUiere,  vol.  i. 
p.  216,  no.  613.  In  the '  Speculum  Vitas  Humans  Roderici  Zamorensis,'  the 
united  names  of  Csssaris  and  Stol  perhaps  appear  for  the  first  time,  thus : 

perfinzit  Regia  Paristus 
Pressenmt  Petrus  Caesaris,  simul  atque  Ioannes 
Stol,  quibus  ars  quod  babet  ornne  retulit  eis. 

Chevillier  thinks  that  the  books,  where  no  dates  are  subjoined,  were  executed 
about  the  year  1474 ;  '  and  to  their  presses  the  public  were  indebted  for  the 
beautiful  edition  (says  he)  of  the  Dialogues  of  Ocham,  of  the  date  of  1476 ; 
which  Naudl,  incorrectly,  attributes  to  the  Gering  press.    Chevillier  thinks  the 
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These  latter  printers,  as  far  as  I  can  discover,  first  put 
their  press  in  motion  about  the  year  1475.  Their  perform- 
ances are  rather  favourites  with  me;  as  they  uniformly 
abandoned  the  ugly  Gothic  character  of  Gering,  and  adopted 
a  roman  type  at  once  proportionate  and  legible.  I  know 
not  how  it  is,  but  the  roman  letter  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  a  general  favourite  at  Paris  till  towards  the  time  of 
Gourmont  and  Colinseus :  for  Verard,  Bocard,  Bonhomme, 
Mittelhus,  Eustace,  Bonfons,  Remboldt,  and  sundry  other 
typographical  wights,  of  eminence  in  their  day,  almost  in- 
variably adhered  to  the  Gothic  character. 

The  success  of  the  first  German  Firm  of  printers  at  Paris, 


Roman  type  of  Cesaris  and  Stol  inferior  to  that  of  the  earlier  productions  of 
their  Parisian  predecessors :  but  he  is  certainly  wrong  in  such  judgment  He 
adds,  that  Peter  Ceaari*  lodged  at  the  end  of  the  Rue  de  St.  Jacques  (as  I  have 
before  observed) — and  that  the  Sorbonne  doctors,  to  whom  that  bouse  belonged, 
granted  him,  in  the  year  1486,  a  lease  for  life,  which  continued  till  the  year 
1509 — as  may  be  seen  in  the  Registers  of  the  Proctors  of  that  Company.'  p.  56-7. 
I  know  of  no  specimen  of  the  Roman  type  of  these  printers  before  the  Epistles  af 
Seneca,  of  1475 :  which,  together  with  the  Solinus,  Sallust,  (of  excessive  rarity) 
Vegetius,  and  Florus,ure  in  the  library  of  Earl  Spencer ;  as  indeed  are  nearly  all 
the  rarer  and  earlier  pieces  of  the  Sorbonne  press.  The  type  of  Ca?saris  and  Stol 
is  evidently  superior  to  that  of  Gering,  as  used  by  the  latter  before  the  year  1478. 
Some  notion  of  the  peculiar  formation  of  their  capital  letters  may  be  obtained 
from  the  fac-simile  given  in  the  BibL  Speneeriana,  vol.  ii.  p.  344:  which  said 
capitals  have  inspired  the  epigrammatic  muse  of  Erhard  Windsberg— in  certain 
distkhs  attached  to  an  impression  of  the  Tuscultuut  Qjucstumes  and  De  Fimbus  of 
Cicero,  executed  by  these  printers : 

Quern  si  Cephaleis  (iitteris  capitalibus,  quibus  usi  sunt 
Petr.  Csesaris  et  Joh.  Stol)  vulgaribus  annotavi 
His  libris,  veniam,  lector  humane  dabis. 

See  Panzer,  vol.  ii.  p.  279-280 :  briefly  referred  to  in  Maittaire,  vol.  L  p.  54, 
note.  It  should  be  observed  that,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  neither  the 
firm  of  Gering  and  Co.  nor  of  Cesaris  and  Co.  used  any  device.  Subsequent 
Parisian  printers  ('  Galli  fere  omnes,  pauciGermani' — as  Iichtenberger,  p.  210,, 
justly  observes)  made  ample  amends  for  such  a  cold  and  cheerless  termination 
in  the  productions  of  their  predecessors.  They  were  resolved  to  conclude  with 
tdatl 
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induced,  I  apprehend,  a  second  similar  Firm,  under  the 
names  of  Higman  and  Hopyl,  to  establish  a  printing  office 
in  that  city.  Accordingly,  these  two  typographical  artists 
commenced  business  there  about  the  year  1 484;  •  but  follow- 
ing the  examples  of  a  host  of  printers,  then  beginning  to  open 
their  offices,  they  confined  themselves  chiefly  to  books  of 
theology,  including  church-services;  and  rarely  indulged 
the  tasteful  reader  with  an  impression  of  a  classical  author. 
Now  that  I  have  got  you  fast  within  the  capital  of  the 
French  empire,  let  me  disport  myself  a  little  in  topics  con- 
nected with  early  Parisian  printing.  Be  it  known,  then, 
that  Devices  were  never  used  by  the  Fathers  of  the  French 
press — but  among  the  Elder  Sons  of  the  same  press  (if  you 
will  allow  me  the  privilege  of  such  an  expression)  few  came 
forward  with  such  a  blaze  of  splendour  as  Antoink 
Vera&d  ;f  whether  we  consider  the  number,  the  size,  or  the 


*  Higman  and  Hopyl — commenced  fairness  about  ike  year  1484.]  John 
Higman  printed  the  poem  '  de  quatuor  fontibus  honeatads'  of  Mancinus,inl484» 
4to.  in  the  Sorbonne  Academy :  see  Panzer,  vol.  ii.  p.  285,  no.  103 :  and  La 
Caille,  p.  69.  His  partner, Wolfgang  Hopyl,  printed  <  Martinus,  de  Fortitudine/ 
in  1489 ;  but  when  they  first  commenced  printing  together,  I  am  unable  to 
specify,  although  the  Cat.  de  la  VaUiere  (vol.  ii  no.  2589)  says  they  printed  in 
unison  from  the  first-mentioned  period.  Their  joint  names  appear  in  the  colophon 
of  an  edition  of  Seneca's  Tragedies,  without  date,  in  4to.  See  Bibl.  Spcnceriana, 
▼oh  ii.  p.  350.  The  device  of  Hopyl,  who  printed  alone  in  1495,  may  be  seen 
in  the  work  just  referred  to,  vol.  ili.  p.  298.  Chevillier  has  scarcely  any  notice 
of  these  German  artists. 

t  few  came  forward  with  such  a  blaxe  of  tplendour  at  Antoine  Verabd.]  La 
Caille  is  quite  eloquent  in  commendation  of  the  brave  Anthony.  '  Ce  Verard  a 
est6  un  de  ceux  qui  ont  le  plus  impriml  de  son  temps,  et  particulierement  des 
Romans,  dont  il  y  a  plus  de  cent  volumes  imprimez  sur  du  velin,  ornes  de  tres 
belles  migniatures,  en  imitant  le  plas  soigneusement  les  roanuscrits  sur  lesquels 
Us  imprimoient,  que  l'on  peut  voir  en  la  Bibliotheque  du  Roy.'  Dc  VImprim.  et 
de  la  IMrrairie,  p.  63.  Maittaire  makes  him  begin  to  flourish  in  the  year  1480, 
and  is  not  less  eloquent  in  his  praise:  '  quo  viz  alios  Typographic  majorem 
Dbrorum  copiam  in  lucem  edidit.  Artem  diu  exercuit  indefessus  eft  cert£  laude, 
ut  paucjsjimos  ex  cosevis  pares  habuerit' . . . '  Libris  sermone  Galileo  imprunendis 
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popularity  of  his  publications.  That  you  may  judge  whe- 
ther I  speak  *  without  book,'  observe  in  what  a  bold  and 
almost  original  manner  he  introduces  his  capital  letters! 
Did  you  ever  see  such  an  /  and  L  ?*  They  are  fit  for  a 
volume  of  the  amplest  Brobdiguagian  dimensions!  While  I 
am  upon  the  subject  of  ornaments,  let  me,  before  I  lay 
before  you  the  device  of  Verard,  make  you  acquainted  with 
die  style  of  art  in  the  Engraving*  usually  introduced 
within  the  volumes  of  his  printing.  The  following  are 
among  the  more  curious  and  elaborate  specimens;  taken 
from  La  Mer  des  Hitfmres. 


egKgiun  bc  fere  totam  impendit  operant  inter  quo: 
Hitlorkrani  fictarom  Scriptorsi.     Ingentia  vulguv 


ei  graliam  tlcbent 
ejus  fwTBginu  volumiiu  de 
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The  type  of  Verard  is  uniformly  golhic,  of  a  secretary 
cast ;  and  has  a  strong  family  resemblance  to  the  types  of  the 
generality  of  the  Parisian  printers  of  this  period.  It  is  of 
three  different  founts ;  and  the  largest,  when  struck  off  upon 
velldm,*  which  is  not  un frequently  the  case,  has  a  most 

Lancelots  TViK.mo  reliquiique  rrrabiiiidu  Eqaitibus,  qoos  Amor  et  laudis  capida 
nr'na  cmbi  tulvere,  catenates  laborei  adire  impulenit.'  Anaal.  Typeg.  vol.  L 
p.  36.  Fiora  the  hide  authority  (p.  405)  and  Denis  (no.  837)  it  seems  pretty 
certain  that  Verard  executed  three  worts  in  the  year  1480. 

*  when  upon  i/eltum.]  From  the  testimony  of  I*  Caille  it  should  seem  that 
™iu»  Vebiids  are  not  very  rare.  In  our  own  country,  or  perhapa  in  any 
country,  the  Minoir  Sptrituti  et  Ilittorul  of  Vincent  Beauraii,  in  ft  folio  volumes, 
1495, »  probably  the  nobleat  existing  rdliun  mooutnent  uf  Verard.    The  UrilL.li 
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imposing  aspect    His  productions  are  almost  innumerable : 
but  now  for  bis  device !  You  have  it  here  with  exact  fidelity. 


Thb  Device  of  Anthony  Vebard. 


Maaenm  a  enriched  with  a  copy  of  this  magnificent  set  of  boob,  which  had 
formerly  belonged  to  Henry  VH.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  possesses  Id  Mcr 
dor  Huttnrei ,  urd  the  Hafod  library  boasts  of  the  Chmuqutt  dr.  St.  Dnit  and  the 
Prvphecia  dt  Merlin  (both  from  the  Paris  Collection,  and  mint  lumriaiitly 
described  in  the  catalogue  of  it  J  nc*.  375,  543,)  all  upon  vellum.  But  it  is  in 
the  Royal  library  at  Par™  that  the  vellum- Verard-loring  collector  must  expect  to 
find  the  fairest  and  moat  highly-adorned  specimens.    More  than  one  bookcase 
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This  induces  me  to  proceed  without  delay  to  a  selection 
of  some  other  similar  ornaments  used  by  the  more  popular 
printers  of  the  day.  Come  forward,  then,  ye  Marnefs,* 
Du  Pees,  Marchants,  Mittelhuses,  Pigouchets,  Le 
Vostres,  Le  Rouges,  Le  Noirs,  Remboldts,  Roches, 
Eustaces,  Bocards,  Petits,  Kervers,  Gourmonts  ! — 

Lisardo.  I  crave  you  mercy!  One  at  a  time,  dear 
Lysander. 

Lysander.  No  ;  they  must  be  grouped  in  masses :  and 
then,  I  believe,  they  must  only 

'  Come  like  shadows,  so  depart/ 

Proceed  we  therefore  to  select  the  Devices  of  some  of  these 
renowned  printers ;  for  the  Armals  of  the  Parisian  Press, 

is  reserved  there  for  these  tempting  treasures ;  and  therefore,  however  ray  friend 
Mr.  Hibbert  may  justly  plume  himself  upon  the  spirit  and  taste  which  prompted 
him  to  possess  Mr.  Goldsmid's  fine  copy  of  the  first  Arthur  and  Lancelot,  of  1488, 
priuted  by  the  said  Verard— -and  obtained  at  a  price  proportionabJy  joyous— yet 
let  him  read  Brunef  s  notice  of  two  vellum  copies  of  the  Lancelot  of  1494,  in 
the  Manuel  du  Librairc,  vol.  ii.  p.  220-1  (edit.  1814),  and  let  him — not  despair- 
but  exclaim, '  my  first  edition  upon  paper  is  better  than  the  second  upon  vellum ! ' 
It  is  questionable  whether  Verard  did  not  strike  off  a  vellum  copy  of  every  work 
which  he^rinted  :  at  least  I  understand  the  shelves  of  the  royal  collection,  just 
mentioned,  almost  groan  beneath  the  weight  of  vellum  folios  from  the  press  of 
that  truly  eminent  typographical  artist  The  Bodleian  and  British  Museum 
collections  also  contain  very  numerous  vellum  treasures  from  the  same  quarter. 

•  Ctmeforwtrd  then,  ye  Marnefs.]  It  is  rather  probable,  than  possible,  that 
the  reader  might  like  a  sort  of  sketchy  detail  of  the  typographical  feats  of  the 
more  celebrated  printers,  including  those  above  mentioned,  which,  since  the 
dissolution  of  the  partnership  of  Gering,  Crants,  and  Friburger,  distinguished  the 
early  annals  of  the  Paris  press.  Seme  reader,  perhaps,  of  a  volatile  and  aery 
temperament,  may  prefer  plunging  at  once  amidst  the  ornaments  or  devices  of 
printers ;  as  exhibited  in  the  subsequent  pages  by  Lysander— without  condescend- 
ing to  wade,throughathe  previous  typographical  notices.  Let  him  do  so,  if  it  please 
him.  The  better  way,  I  submit,  will  be  to  cast  an  occasional  or  prospective 
glance  upon  such  devices  of  printers  as  happen  to  be  here  '  discoursed  of.'  Not 
that  all  the  devices  are  displayed. 

The  Marnefs  and  Du  Pn£s(or  De  Pbatis)  commenced  their  career  in  the  year 
1481.    There  were  three  brothers  of  the  former :  George,  Enguilbert,  and  John. 


*. 
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towards  the  close  of  the  xvth  century,  if  fully  detailed,  might 
occupy  some  good  500  pages  of  a  quarto  volume ;  Chevillier 
having  embraced  the  literary  as  well  as  the  typographical 
history  of  the  same  press.  Panzer,  if  I  remember  rightly, 
devotes  nearly  100  pages,  pretty  closely  filled,  to  his  annals 
of  the  Parisian  press  during  the  last  thirty  years  of  the 
Fifteenth  Century — and  in  this  list,  satisfactory  upon  the 
whole  as  it  undoubtedly  is,  not  only  several  curious  books 
are  of  necessity  omitted,  but  many,  absolutely  described, 
require  a  yet  more  extended  description.  Indeed  I  greatly 
wish  that  some  ingenious  French  bibliographer  would  furnish 
us  only  with  an  octavo  manual  relating  to  the  works  even 
of  the  printers  already  described;  to  which,  no  doubt, 
many  other  names  of  equal  celebrity  may  be  advantageously 
added :  but  I  despair  of  the  appearance  of  such  a  biblio- 
graphical desideratum  .  . . 

Lobenzo.  Wherefore  ? 

Ly  sander.   Because    the  French  bibliographers  have 

George  printed  a  treatise  of  Montfiquet '  upon  the  Presence,  in  the  Sacrament/ 
in  folio,  in  1481 :  referred  to  by  Maittaire,  vol.  i.  p.  427,  and  Panzer,  vol.  ii. 
p.  285,  no.  76 :  a  copy  of  which,  according  to  the  latter,  is  in  the  Royal  Collec- 
tion at  Paris.  The  names  of  both  Enguilbert  and  George,  with  their  device, 
(see  p.  35  post)  appear  in  the  treatise  of  Isidore,  •  de  summo  bono/  1491,  8vo. : 
while  in  the  Terence  of  1492,  printed  by  Wolf  for  Pigoochet  and  Enguilbert  de 
Marnef,  the  Christian  name  of  George  does  not  appear.  See  Panzer,  vol.  ii. 
p.  297,  no.  231 ;  p.  300,  no.  #254.  John  de  Marnef  did  not  probably  begin  to 
print  before  the  year  1500 :  when  •  Le  Coutumier  de  Poitou'  came  out  at  this 
time,  printed  however  at  Paris,  for  John,  who  lived  at  Poictiers.  «  Hinc  (says 
Mahtaire)  constat  Iohannem  de  Marnef  Libraries  mercatune  operam  dedisse  anno 
1500.'  Annul.  Typog.  vol.  i.  p.  736,  note  8.  In  fact,  the  names  of  John  and 
Enguilbert  de  Marnef,  as  printers  at  Poictiers,  appear  as  late  as  the  year  1538,  in 
Le  Traversuer's  treatise  entitled  <  Le  Iugement  poetic  de  l'honnetir  feminin  et 
sekmr  des  illostres  claires  et  honnestes  Dames/  4to.  On  the  recto  of  fol.  xcvi. 
and  last,  at  bottom,  in  italics,  we  read  '  ImprtmA  a  Poictiers  le  premier  (TAuril 
M.D.XXZV1II.  par  lehan  £  Enguilbert  de  Marnef  Frern;  *  having,  on  the  reverse, 
the  following  device  —  borrowed  from,  but  improved  upon,  what  is  given  at 
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of  late  shewn  even  lew  inclination  than  our  own  tc 
into  the  early  history  of  their  literature — connected  with 
tan  and  curious  specimens  of  printing.  What  a  fund  of 
Romance-Literature  might  the  volumes  of  Verard,  and  of 
the  typographical  tribe  just  mentioned,  alone  furnish  ? — and 
why  may  not  the  substratum,  afforded  by  Gordon  de  Percel, 
in  his  Usage  dee  Romans,  be  mixed  up  with  matter  of  s 
more  attractive  nature  ?  The  very  '  rich  and  rare '  gothico- 
gaUicued  cabinet  of  our  friend  in  Portland  Place,  would  of 
itself  supply  materials,  which,  in  the  hands  of  a  Pbosfheo 
or  a  Palmebin, — or  in  the  hands  of  its  ingenious  owner  — 
could  not  fail  to  contain  a  most  delectable  treat  to  the  lovers 
of  ancient  belles-lettres  lore. 

page  35.  pot.    The  Curioni  collection  of  Mr.  Lang  contain!  ■  choice  copy  of  thia 
rlenirabk  voli 


According  to  La  Guile,  p.  70,  this  John  and  Enguilbert  De  Marncf  were  sons 
of  Che  John  before  mentioned,  and  printed  at  Poktieri  almost  a>  late  ai  1550. 
La  Gallic  further  observes  that  the  initial*  E  and  G ,  at  top  of  the  three  baton*,  or 
black  aticks,  in  their  first  device,  (vide  post)  denote  EnguUbert  and  Gct^rty  De 
Manief ;  but  both  Mailtaire  and  Panwr  eipresalj  mention  George.    There  an 
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iBsfiiSDA.  But  these  Devicts-^viih  which  you  prautod 
to  treat  us  !  Ladies,  you  know,  love  pretty  patterns ;  and 
if  my  sister  comport  herself  with  particular  kindness  aid 
civility  towards  me,  I  know  not  whether  the  coat-armour  of 
Philip  Le  Rouge,  or  Michel  Le  Noir,  may  not  be  worked 
upon  the  flounce  of  her  court-gown — against  the  next  birth 
day.'? 

Alman8a.  Beware  how  I  take  yoti  at  your  word— 

Lisabdo..  No,  my  Almansa;  let  us  quarter  them  upon 
our  arms . . .  This,  at  any  rate,  would  be  a  more  durable 
mark  of  respect     But  we  are  rambling. 

Lysandeb.  I  cannot  however — before  these  patterns  for 

however  some  earlier  devices  with  the  three  initials  £  I G  above  the  cross  batons. 
After  the  middle  of  the  x  vith  century,  Jerom  de  Mamef,  the  youngest  son,  if  not 
the  grandson  of  one  of  the  earlier  printers  of  that  name,  went  into  partnership 
with  William  Cavsllat,  at  Paris;  and,  amoug  other  works,  these  printers 
exhibited  a  most  beautiful,  and  elaborately-bordered  device  of  their  Pelican— 
perhaps  not  to  be  exceeded— in  an  edition  of '  Alfonsus  a  Castro  adversus'oranes 
Hasreticos,'  (1564*  folio.)  Jerom  however  printed,  alone,  several  pretty  little 
books,  with  the  Pelican  very  tastefully  introduced  in  the  frontispiece.  Bagford's 
Collection,  Harl.  MSS.  no.  59ft,  p.  222.  The  fac-simile  given  in  a  subsequent 
page  is  taken  from  the  '  Illustrations  de  Gaule'  of  1511,  folio:  (  printed  at  Paris 
fry  Engdbtrt  and  John  De  Mamef,  sworn  booksellers  of'  the  University  qf  Paris  > 
and  for  Peter  Viart*  £&  #e.  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  same  device 
appeared  often  in  the  xvth  century ;  and,  among  other  works,  at  the  end  of  a 
volume  of  Harm,  printed  by  Pigoucbet  in  1491*  8vo. :  see  Bibl.  Spencerisma, 
vol.  iv.  p.  510 ;  and  page  31  ante. 

Iihan  du  Pre,  or  Ioannzs  de  Pratis,  printed  a*  Missal  '  after  the 
Church  of  Rome'  as  early  as  the  year  1481 :  see  Maitiaire,  vol.  i.  p.  420.  His 
device  is  executed,  a  little  in  the  gothic  style,  after  the  manuer  of  those  of  Verard 
and  Bocard :  consisting  of  two  swans  supporting  a  shield,  argent,  helmet  above : 
below,  the  monogram  of  his  initials,  and  his  name  at  full  length :  the  whole  com- 
prised in  a  square  border,  with  an  angel  playing  on  a  harp  to  the  left,  and 
another  playing  on  a  guitar  to  the  right :  beneath,  his  coat  of  arms,  a  chevron 
between  three  stars ;  and  supporters  of  naked  boys.  The  whole  almost  entirely 
in  outline. 

Guyot  Mahchant,  or  Guido  Mercator,  was  a  most  indefatigable  printer ; 
and  lived  '  behind  the  College  of  Navarre  at  the  Great  Hotel  of  the  Champs 
GaffiarL'    He  printed  as  early  as  1483,  according  to  Maittaire,  vol.  i.  p.  441. 
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flounces,  or  heraldic  quartering^  (which  you  please)  are  laid 
before  you  —  forbear  submitting  one  other  preliminary 
remark;  namely/ that  you  will  not  fail  to  observe,  in  the 
History  of  the  Parisian  press,  towards  the  close  of  the  xvth 
century,  the  almost  total  absence  of  a  classical  taste  in  the 
selection  of  the  authors  printed.  The  excellent  example  set 
by  the  Founder  of  that  press,  Gering,  was  feebly  or  par- 
tially followed,  ferard,  perhaps  the  most  opulent  as  well 
as  popular  printer  of  his  time,  has  not,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  favoured  us  with  a  single  impression  of  a 
Roman  Classic :  although  Cessans  and  Stol,  and  occasionally 
Higman  and  Hopyl,  shewed  that  such  example  had  not 
been  entirely  thrown  away  upon  them*  The  school  of 
Verard,  if  I  may  so  speak,  (including  the  Pigouchets,  Le 
Noirs,  Servers,  &c)  is  chiefly  distinguished  for  French 
Versions  of  Authors  of  the  middle  ages,  for  Romances  and 
Church  Rituals.  The  opening  of  the  sixteenth  century 
witnessed  a  profusion  of  similar  publications,  till  the  purer 

note  5  :  although  La  Caille  does  not  meuiion  him  before  the  year  1490.  Hi*, 
de  la  Libranit,  p.  66*  His  device  of  the  Shoemakers,  with  the  gaUiard  chant 
above,  is  very  whimsical ;  and  may  be  seen  at  page  36,  ensuing.  His  impression 
of  the  '  Danse  Macabre,  &  Miroir  salutaire  pour  toutes  gens,'  &c  of  1486,  ia 
much  more  rare  and  estimable  than  the  *  Usuardi  Martyrotogium  ad  usum 
Eccleshe  Parisiensis/  1490,  of  which  La  Caille  speaks.  See  Cat.  de  la  Valtiert, 
vol.  ii.  no.  2802-4. 

Georgius  Mittelhus,  whose  fantastical  device  is  given  at  page  37,  post, 
printed,  according  to  Mollmkrot,  p.  89  (on  whose  authority,  slender  in  this 
instance,  Maittaire  exclusively  relies,  p.  452,  note  2)  a  treatise  '  de  corpora 
Christi'  in  the  year  1484.  La  Caille  (p.  65)  does  not  notice  any  thing  from  his 
press  before  the  year  1489.  The  forementioned  device  is  taken  from  a  treatise 
'  De  omnibus  virtutibus  et  omnibus  officiis  ad  bene  bealeque  vivendum  m  149?» 
4to.  About  the  years  1491-5,  this  printer  seems  to  have  had  a  great  portion  of 
business. 

Of  all  printers,  about  this  period,  few  were  more  distinguished  than  Philippe. 
Pigouchet  and  Simon  Vostre.    Their  devices  adorn  pages  38,  39,  post 
Their  Missals,  of  which  I  have  seen  a  great  number,  are  oftentimes  exceedingly 
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taste  and  sounder  judgment  of  Goukmokt,  Colinxus,  and 
the  Stephens,  not  only  laid  the  foundation,  but  completed 
theBuperstructure,ofclassicalliteraturein^Prance.  Nowthen 
for  our  Devices, Shields,  or  Coat-Armooeso/Pkintebb: 
at  leaBt  for  a  few  only  of  the  more  popular  one§. 


The  Device  of  the  Dz  Masnbfs. 

(Stepag*  3043.  mtt.) 


,  and  snecewfuily  executed  upon  idiom  Tbej  began  to  print  Sot 
each  other  u  early  a»  <1»  y™r  1464,  or  at  leaat  in  I486  s  and  continued, 
apart,  or  united,  to  put  forth  a  number  of  popular  mannala  of  church  ncrrieca 
at  late  a>  the  year  1515.  Lb  Caillc  ii  unpardonably  brief  in  bit  account  of 
two  tach  eeWamted  printers :  tee  pages  66-7-  Pigoucbet,  in  the  narreni  of 
the  nil  Kbool,  call*  ma  own  tjpsa  '  Tery  beautjfhl  and  pleeiant.*     HU  devien 

vol.  ii.  n 


PITTH  DAY. 


The  Device  of  Guyqt  Makchand. 

(Set  page  S3,  mtt.) 

was  borrowed,  if  not  atolen,  by  Iehan  Poitbtin  ;  who  flubstiruted  only  the 
Initial*  of  liLa  mmc,  instead  of  those  of  Pigoucliet,  in  the  centre  of  the  thieM 
impended  to  the  tree.  I  have  met  with  several  fcWJtf  of  such  nucy  theft 
on  thepartof  Poiterin.  This  subject  baa  been  before  noticed  :  »ee  vol.  L  p.  W. 
Ai  to  Simon  Vortre,  he  seema  to  have  been  more  of  a  boulueller  than  a  printer ; 
although  there  are  unquestionably  many  beautiful  volumes  which  issued  from  hi 
press.  Among  other  printer*,  he  employed  Nicolas  Hiomak  (a  brother  of 
John  and  Dsmian  Higman,  but  lie  haa  escaped  La  Guile)  to  entente  a  pretty 
volume  of  Horr,  in  the  Spanish  language,  with  wood-cot  border*.  In  Sva.  wltbunl 
date;  but  probably  at  early  a>  1513-  Lord  Spencer  poueiae*  a  copy  of  thia 
book,  in  it*  original  binding.  On  signature  c  B,  recto,  it  a  pretty  fair  impression 
of  the  group  of  fignro,  upon  a  wall,  mentioned  in  nil.  i.  p.  6fl,  note  * — viewing 
St.  John  in  the  cauldron  of  boiling  oil.  Voatre'i  merit*  have  been  ducoaaed  b 
yoL  L  p.  90. 


FIFTH  DAY. 


The  Device  oy  George  Mittelhus. 

(Sec  page  34,  arte.) 


•e  that  C.iLLiuT  wd  Hartimud  began  lo  cnint  in  1483.  (La  Caille, 
p.  65)  ud  Dim*  Jasot  in  1484,  (note  two  tempting  copies,  upon  vellum,  of 
book)  of  Ibu  date,  in  La  CaiUe,  p.  61)  I  prated,  but  unavoidably  in  a  hutj 
Banner,  to  place  a  wreaih  upon  the  brow*  of  thai  worthy  old  gentleman 
Paaamia  Bohkomhi,  ■  one  of  the  four  principal  Parisian  bookseller*;'  who 
mripfd  ought  to  barn  nested  an  earlier  tribute  of  respect,  and  who  commenced 
tua  meritorious  labours  with  a  magnificent  (and  now  rare)  impression  of  La 
CkrmJfm  <U  Frmet,  called  La  Otrmifua  it  St.  Dim,  in  1476,  folio,  3  volume*. 
These  were  reprinted  in  1493  by  Verard,  in  3  volumes ;  and  again  bj  Eustace, 
■ilk  addati— ,  in  1514,  3  vulumea,  in  folio  :  of  which  two  latter  impressions  the 
Macarchj  cattantjen  me<r  justly  boat  of  copra  nroa  tai-iosi :  that  of  Eustace 


PIFTH  DAY. 


The  Device  of  Phillips  Pigouchit. 
(Set  paga  34-36.  <mtt.) 


having  been  in  the  Vnlliere  collection.  It  remain!  only  to  lend  the  reader,  if  be 
be  in  u  roving  disposition,  to  La  Coiiic,  p.  61;  the  Kbliogr.  JnHnuS.ro].  vi.  p.  60 
61,  and  to  the  &d.  dc  la  Falter*,  ml.  iii.  p.  179-181.  Maittaire  n  more  than 
usually  goasipping :  p.  360,  note  4  ;  but  why  dots  he  refer  to  the  treacberotu 
Ortandi?  The  Macarthy  copy  of  Veiard'a  edition  wanted  the  first  roluine ;  but  a 
perfect  and  stupradoni  copy,  «l>o  upon  rellura,  fnm  Claude  dllrffi  b'hrary,  mi 
in  the  Paris  collection ;  purchued  by  the  late  Mr.  Johnei  for  1511.  4a :  see 
page  t9,  ante :  dr.  dt  fie  Cor%,  rol.  ii.  noa.  4504,  4506.  La  Caille  men- 
tions a  brother  of  Fuqoier,  of  the  name  of  John,  who  began  to  print  in  1486; 


FIFTH  DAY. 


The  Device  of  Simon  Vostbk. 

f  See  paga  3+36,  ante.) 


alto  one  of  the  bookselling  grandees  nf  Paris :  we  p.  6t,  3.  I  find  (he  name  of 
Mstthiw  Bonhohhk  (among  Bagford'i  papers)  who  printed  it  Lyons,  in  1560, 
'  Utheiign  of  the  Golden  Kty:'  if  not  before, 

WW  ahull  we  say  of  Bobihet  Mac*-,  and  Planus  Levkt,  who  each  began 
lo  print  somewhere  about  the  year  14Br> !  Eiomine  Punier,  for  three  minute* 
only,  at  vol.  ii.  p .  tST,  no.  119,  4c  Levet  wa>  a  particularly  active  printer. 
Then  again  tor  Pikhei  li  Rotas  (or  Petrns  Rubeui)  a  brother  no  doulit 
of  Jacobus  Rabcos  of  Venice— (whine  preii  was  put  in  motion  as  early  as 


FIFTH  DAY. 


The  Device  of  Bekthold  Remboldt. 


1174)— what  ii  to  be  observed  of  him?  Sec  Panicr,  vol.  ft,  p.  SB8,  no.  1 S7  ; 
p.  K69,  no.  148  ;  where  we  find  him  Mjled  '  (ifcrotir  rt  impTtmeur  d*  ray  nrtrt 
tire,'  in  the  first  edition  of  that  well  known  work,  La  filer  do  HiHuim,  1488, 
folio,  f  volumes.  He  began  Ed  print  in  1487,  if  not  before.  I  can  only  lake  off 
my  bat,  '  en  paiunt,'  to  Messieurs  Ballicault  (whose  pretty  device  of 
monkeys,  eiecnted  in  red,  graces  page  346  of  vol.  iii.  of  tie  B.  S-;  and  who  ni 
imitated  in  inch  device  by  lebau  Lambert,  with  the  following  couple! — being  a 
pun  upon  the  Christian  name  of  Balligautt,  which  was  Felix  ; 

FeUi  qucm  faciunt  aliena  pericula  csutum 

Eat  forlunahis/fiu  duicsque  hearus. 

Eit/((fcr  ftnatns  col  lit  fortuna  seconds. 


FIFTH   DAY. 


-     The  Device  oe  the  Sake. 

«ud  Gioici  lfroLtT  (each  of  vbto  begin  (o  print  b  148S  or  1489:  Ibc  latter, 
m  fUntntup  *!*hCavctt**cH  in  1494 — nFuinr,  iuL  u.  p  *91,  no.  168, 
ox.  p.  305,  no.  310,  flu.,  j  id  ordct  to  d«cil  ■  link-  more  partituUrfy  u(»« 
Buiholt  Rxmboldt;  wlx»c  deria»  *duni  ihc  prueat  pages,  and  ahofint 
printed  fa  pwtifcTihip  niih  ha  hIB  Guise  m  1489,  MconSng  to  an  Inference 
rf  Hainan,  (p.  505,  note  I)  Hnpoaal  to  be  vunnKd  by  the  tntofCherillkT, 
p.  98 :  lam  ice  (he  pafentbetkaJ  cution  at  Putter,  toL  ii.  p.  £90,  no.  148. 
.  Front  1494.  to  1497.  the  nana  <A  Ucring  and  Rembofa  appear  comUoil; 


FIFTH  DAY. 


The  Device  of  Michel  Le  Noie. 

(Set  page  45,  rat.) 

together;  but  it  i»j  not  till  the  year  1507,  that  IWholdt,  then  united  to 
CaABtotTi  GuiLi.io  o,  took  i  icpuite  home,  tt  ■  rent  of  is  Una,  (on  csudt- 
tioo  of  living  out  600  li»res  upon  the  premiiei)  nod  thought  of  counnrndng 
btuiuoM  en  kit  awn  »ocooot.    In  1509  hii  name  fint  «ppeiri  iloue  muter  hi* 


FIFTH  DAY. 


The  CeviCE  of  Philippe  Le  Num. 
device,  descriptive  of  his  sign—'  the  Golden  San.'    In  1318  he  died  ;  but  hk 
■idow,  enamoured  of  tbc  art  which  her  husband  to  tucceufuU;  prettbcd,  took 


FIFTH  DAY. 


LyieMfoflPOHff*^ 


-?b€l«H-^ilOC€ 


The  Device  of  Denis  Roche. 

(Seepage  47,  port. J 


■  Chivj 


another  printer  for  *  aecond  spenue —  under  the  name  of  Clad  di 
'  qui  vint  (aaji  the  imasing  Cheviilicr)  de  la  Place  de  Cambraj  d 
ode  an  Soleil  d"Or,  oil  il  fit  toutea  res  belle!  Impresakma  del  SS.  P<™  de 
PEgKic  que  lea  Scasaos  recherchenl,'  p.  97.  Mndune  Cbenlkni  or  Charlotte 
Gidlkrd— which  ever  name  be  thought  the  more  correct — outlived  ber  fecund 
hnahand  ;  who  died  in  1541.  Charlotte  however  took  nav  the  initial)  of 
her  irat  huabanri'a  name,  and  rubatituted  those  of  her  own.  upon  Ida  decant*  ; 
which  iohialt  continued  during  the  life  time  of  her  second  huabauU — and  ■ 
are  Undid,  m  a  beautiful  and  elaborate  device,  bearing  teatiiuonj  uf  her  being 
'  the  widow  of  Claude  Chevallcra,'  and  publishing  in  muaon  with  0.  Dcaboyj — 
in  a  vohaae  of  the  date  of  1355.  In  the  following  veer  ahe  died.  Her  home, 
according  to  Chevillier,  »ai  king  afterwarda  diatinguiahed  tutbe  reiidence  of  tome 
printer  or  other.  It  may  be  added  that  Heniboklfa  larger  device  »«•  stolen  by 
P.  QaoHOtaua ;  who  put  hi*  own  name  at  full  length  below,  and  his  initial!  iu 
the  centre  of  the  lUnad,  above.    In  a  little  quarto  volume,  (from  which  theamaller 


5  /    *\ 


it;;n-  ,   '  ^    « 


.  |    .  ' 


The  Device  of  Guti.i,aumk  Eustace. 


FIFTH  DAY. 


The  Device  of  the  Same. 
( See  f.  47,  pet.) 

■fence  at  p.  40,  m  taken)  of  the  date  of  1511,  containing  eicerpta  from  the 
worts  of  SL  Cyprian,  I  find  the  worth;  name  uf  Bert  hold  Rcmboldt  in  conjunc- 
tion with  uni  which  of  [ate  bai  thrilled  throughout  Europe!  Read,  patriotic 
reader,  what  '  hereafter  foUoweth  !*  '  vtgiliii  et  ramntiotu  magittri  BortheMi 
Rombvlt,  et  lrsnnis  WiTiELOi  calngrupWtimpeiiriiinnwii.pl  ac vcrociatmonim 
coUecta  et  inpreaa :  quorum  diltiKtio  fnmte  (ejuenti  Htatur.'  What  a  cluster  of 
•missing  anecdotes,  relating  to  our  ancient  primers,  might  a  little  research  bring 

We  now  sp punch  the  L'  Nuihs — Michel  and  Puii.ii- pi  :  see  the  fac-iimile* 
of  their  device*  at  pages  41V3,  suite.  There  is  a  smaller  and  prettier  derioe  of 
Michel's,  between  3  and  4  inches  high,  with  birds  below  his  shield  bearing  iris 
inhiali,  haTmg  the  inscription  of 

Cat  awn  derir  ie  Diets  Semir 

Pour  orjuerrr  sun  <Umx  Pinrstr. 
|j»  Cssilsc  gives  the  date  of  1 409  to  Michel'"  firnt  perfnmuuioe  :  ('Lb  Chevalier 


FIFTH  DAY. 


MONMCVa^J^flffP-CTg 


la-aoaoaa-wra-fflN-iNoq 


Tiie  Device  of  Andreas  Bocabd. 


deliberi  en  1m  mort  du  Due  lie  Bnurgoync  ;  ■)  and  to  lus  work  (p.  64,  Copied  by 
Maittaire,  vol.  i.  p.  336)  the  reader  ii  refrrred  for  the  epitaph  of  the  same 
printer ;  who  died  in  1580,  and  left  monies  Tor  the  chanting  of  Mattel  for  the 
repose  of  the  souls  of  himself  and  his  wife  Jane  Teppehe.  Philip  wat  one  of 
lci>  children  ;  and  in  a  French  translation  of  Orosins,  of  the  date  of  1596  (in  the 
possession  of  the  Rev,  J.  M.  Rice)  he  U  called  '  Libraire  et  Relieur:'  as  indeed 
were  the  generality  of  early  Parisian  printers.     Philip's  magnificent  device  w 


copj 


of  fiocace'i '  Geocalogie  des  Dieui,'  of  1531 ;  in  the  very 


curious  and  interesting  collection  of  my  friend  Mr.  Lang.    It  ii  net,  u  I*  Caille 

(p.  91)  observes, '  the  lone  mark  at  his  father's  :* 

-    -    -    -    ■    Yonr  pardons  I  crave. 
Ye  CiBDNi,  and  Bkuhs, and  Behiaijts  brave— 
Ye  Maillrts,  and  Laubees,  and  Timrr  s»el»  tair, 
Ye  Lamsebis,  Biciiini,  and  Maces  d- 


FIFTH  DAY. 


The  Device  of  Iekax  Petit. 

(SKpngtat,?*.) 


V I  pass  by  ye,  to  pay  ■  few  minutes  of  respect  to  those  distinguished  typogrs- 
phkal  wights,  Denis  Roche,  Guillanme  Eustace,  And™  Board,  Iehan  Petit, 
Pierre  and  Francis  Regnnult,  inrl  ThJelnian  Sorer!  The  spirit  of  Udnlrkus 
Gering  animate  ud  uatiin  me  in  these  sketches — of  men,  dear  to  their  country. 
Celebrated  in  their  day,  and  of  a  reputation,  jet  to  be  more  exteutrrelr  escalated 
and  acknowledged  I  First,  then,  of  Dams  Rocna,  He  cunmenced  printing  in 
1490,  according  to  the  authority  of  Le  Long,  as  cited  by  Maittaire,  p.  5(8, 
note  8;  ahboogh  I*  Guile  first  mentions  an  impression  of  the  later  date  of  1499. 
Be  was  a  most  indefatigable  printer ;  and  his  device,  as  given  at  page  44,  ante, 
is,  I  Hunk,  ammg  the  prettier  ones  of  the  period  in  which  be  tired. 

But  of  Eostice — bow  en  I  speak  in  adequate  terms  of  antnetxktku ! 
What  splendid,  what  amusing,  what  trnty  valuable  worts  sic  indebted  to  hb 
press  for  their  existence  ?  Bear  witness  St  Denis  «nd  Frmsaart— to  laentkn  nu 
others I  Of  the  farmer,  a  brief  notice  will  be  band  at  page  t9,  ante:  of  the 
hater,  n  whiil  1 1  see,  at  isssrirwUnn,  npon  the  sloping  piece  of  ■sahessmy  at  ate 


FIFTH  DAY. 


The  Device  of  the  Same. 

left  hand,  the  lovely  and  matchless  copies,  me  upon  paper,  the  other  DrOH 
tiLtuM,  which  mdom  the  shelves  of  the  Akharp  and  Htfad  CoUecticai  .*  over 
the  latter  of  which,  in  the  silence  of  remote  mtiretueiit,  the  bibliomaniac  sigh* 
with  mare  than  ordinary  mental  anguish,  when  be  think*  that  the  bauds,  which 
lately  turned  over  iti  pages  with  profit  to  the  world,  are  now  niffeued  in  death  1 
No  vulgar  bands  have  reposed  upon  that  tame  Tell  am  copy — it  was  once  Da 
Tboo'a,  and  afterward*  the  Prince  de  Soubiie's ;  at  the  sale  of  whose  library  in 
17B6  (Cot.  it  SohHk,  no.  681B*)  it  wa*  purchased  by  Mr.  Paris  for  f999  lime*, 
19  sou* ;  and  from  (be  sale  of  whose  library,  in  turn,  it  wa>  purchased  by 
Mr.  Johne*  (I  need  hardly  add,  the  last  owner  of  the  Hafod  copy  1)  fijr  1491.  a*. 
A  remark  in  the  Pari*  Catalogue,  no.  546,  aayi, '  nothing  ha*  been  spared  in  let 
btsiiug  by  De  Borne :'. .  .   I  wish  cserytlaat-  had  been  spared :  at  least,  that 


FIFTH  DAY. 


The  Device  op  Thielham  Kebveb. 

(Set  pigc  St,  jut.) 

Honaiear  De  Boane  had  norf  applied  bo  trrudmit  inatnixaeou  to  w  uHi  a,  01(7 — 
Cor  knm,  laatiiaadr  of  bibfingnplucaJ  linti,  that  io  prcrima  an)  precwm  binding 
wlhtta'Dt  Tboc'i  lilraj— ('  V01  furiUu  hsn 


t  bum  the  ScutM  Collation !    I  am 


■hat  MBit  haw  ten  the  mmpliiudr  of  — !■  wfakn  du>  anjqae  eopr  utoe  poa- 
araaed.  Btt  wketE  a»  the  Mc  of  MonaVw  Park  ?  Of  the  nan,  be  nt  strti* 
Ike  gmtrr  ccJprW.  Ron  n  now,  (or  ■  angle  ohJt,  to  the  prmirr  of  licit 
defibajas  I  Dam.  I  aagjoon  if  Eostacc  pnh&hed  anj  thing  00  hit  own  tai/oOt 
hfantcthejcarl4M.orl300.  lie,  and  Jjls.  1  s  M.  cim,  pnotrf  the*  Graaan 
(.•(often  caflcd  A  ftjhjaaai  n  1*93.  (oik.,  (or  Aothon  V«ianl; 


tol.  n. 


FIFTH   DAY. 


FIFTH  DAY. 


Tee  Device  of  Francis  Regnault. 

(See  page  54,  put.) 

of  which  mention  hat  been  made  already  at  p,  89,  ante.  From  the  voir  1500 
to  1520,  (u  I  think)  jndui3ve.lv,  the  press  of  Eustace  was  Id  coosbint  and  moat 
honourable  occupation ;  and  let  hi*  Crowned  Hears  and  Cmtmin,  I  entreat,  (as 
yon  see  them  at  page  45.  ante)  receive  no  slight  homage  as  you  regale  yourself, 
chronicle-searching  reader,  among  the  tomes  which  tell  of  the  '  olden  time.' 

Advance  we  now  to  Asbiiii  Booed,  '  one  of  the  most  skilful  printers  of 
hit  time,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  number  of  boots  which  he  printed  as  well  for 
other*  as  for  himself.'  La  Caille,  p.  6U.  He  began  hi  print  about  the  year  1494  ; 
tod  in  his  device,  given  at  page  46  ante,  he  incorporated  the  arms  of  France,  the 
arms  of  theCityof  Paris,  and  those  of  the  University  of  the  same  city.  Hii  fir* 
'  at  the  eipense  of  Jacques  Besancean,  a  merchant  of 
,  vol.  ii.  p.  306,  no.  *317.     He  printed  frequently  for 


52  FIFTH  DAY. 

What  say  you  to  these  emblematic  Representations, 
Devices,  Shields,  Coat-armours— call  them  by  what  name 
you  please !  ? 

Dur  and  Gerlier  ;  and  both  Chevillier  (p.  324)  and  La  Caille  notice  the  '  very 
rare  book'  of  the  '  Figure  Bibhcse,  &c.  Anthonii  de  Rampegolis,'  of  1497, 
executed  by  Bocard  for  the  same  bookseller.  (Look  for  one  minute  at  Fabric, 
Bibl.  Med.  el  Inf.  JEtat.  vol.  i.  p.  130,  edit.  1754.)  Bocard  printed  also  for  Gering 
and  J.  Petit.  His  motto  may  be  gathered  from  the  border  surrounding  his  device. 
His  device,  however,  as  well  as  that  of  Ioaw  Xreppbrel  (in  the  '  Lunettes  des 
Princes'  of  the  latter,  of  1504,  4to.)  is  a  close  imitation,  in  the  arrangement  of 
ornament  and  inscription,  of  the  device  of  Verard  j  and  perhaps  the  same  artist 
executed  both. 

About  the  year  1495  the  Ascensian  Press,  or  the  press  of  the  learned 
Iodocus  Badius  Ascensxus,  was  established  at  Paris  ;  but  as  that  press  was 
quickly  removed  to  Lyons,  I  shall '  discourse  thereupon '  in  the  account  of  Lyonese 
printers.  Let  us  now  make  room  for  the  illustrious  name  of  Par  it.  lean  Petit 
appears  to  have  4rst  worked  in  conjunction  with  that  renowned  bibliopolist  and 
typographical  artist,  Guy  Le  Merchant;  of  whom  a  good  deal  (although  scarcely 
a  fourth  part  sufficient)  has  been  already  said :  see  pp.  33, 36.  La  Caille  assigns  the 
date  of  1498  to  his  earliest  attempt,  but  inaccurately  :  see  Panzer,  vol.  ii.  p.  311, 
no.  370.  At  first  it  should  seem  that  he  was  rather  the  publisher  than  the 
printer;  as  more  books  of  an  early  date  are  executed  for,  than  by,  him.  He  was 
made  keeper  or  syndic  of  the  royal  library  and  printing  office ;  and  in  1516 
procured  a  confirmation  of  the  privileges  and  exemptions  of  booksellers  and 
printers  as  granted  them  by  Louis  XI. :  but  it  was  not  till  the  year  1530  (if  La 
Caille  be  accurate)  that  he  received  the  distinction  of  being  *  sworn  bookseller 
and  printer  to  the  University  of  Paris :'  p.  71.  His  industry  and  gains  (let  us 
hope  the  latter,  for  the  sake  of  his  wife  Guillemette  de  la  Vione)  were 
perhaps  hardly  ever 'exceeded  :  '  One  may  say  of  him  (observes  Chevillier)  that 
he  was  the  first  of  his  day  who  kept  various  presses  hi  motion  ;  as  not  fewer  than 
fifteen  printers  were  constantly  engaged  in  his  service.'  His  devices  are  given  at 
pages  47-8,  ante.  Among  Bagfbrd's  papers,  I  find  a  work  printed  by  I.  Ruelle, 
with  a  pretty  device  of  a  bird  feeding  her  young  ones,  among  vine  leaves  and  fruits, 
upon  a  rock,  in  the  sea — with  the  motto  '  In  pace  uberUu '—  having  L  Petit* 
initials,  and  bottom-border  compartment,  beneath  :  I  suppose,  executed  for  the 
latter.  In  the  same  multifarious  collection,  there  is  a  neatly  designed  pair  of 
rampant  lions,  smaller,  as  the  device  of  Audi  net  Petit  :  probably  a  son  of 
lean.   Consult  Maittaire,  vol.  iii.  p.  120. 

I  must  again  make  scanty  mention  of  the  associated  labours  of  Higman  and 
Hopyl,  (see  p.  26,  ante)  and  only  call  Damian  Higman  by  his  name,  (noticing 
the  omission  of  him  by  La  Caille  and  Chevillier)  in  order  to  pay  a  respectful 
obeisance  to  the  illustrious  name  of  Thielman  Kerver.  Yet  gaxe  a  moment, 
tasteful  reader,*  at  the  very  shewy  and  elegant  device  of  the  said  Damian 
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Almansa.  T  am  infinitely  delighted  with  them;  but  I 
rust  the  stock  of  our  Host  is  not  yet  exhausted? 

Lysander.  Far  from  it ;  as  you  shall  presently  see.  Let 
me  however  pause  a  moment  to  inform  you,  that,  hitherto,  we 
have  been  travelling  exclusively  in  the  Fifteenth  Century — 

Higman  (from  Bagford's  Collection)  which  adorns  page  72  post  Ia  Caiile 
notices  no  book  of  Kerver's  printing  before  the  year  1504 ;  bat  Lord  Spencer 
possesses  specimens  in  the  year*  1497  and  1498:  see  the  BibL  Spencerianm, 
voL  iv.  p.  512-514.  These  are  probably  among  the  earliest  productions  of  his 
press.  He  married  (says  La  Caiile)  Yolande  Bonhoime,  the  daughter  of 
Pasquier  Bonhomme,  and  particularly  applied  himself  to  the  printing  of  Missals ; 
in  the  sale  of  which  he  seems  to  have  had  an  extensive  concern,  and  was  almost 
the  only  one  who  used  red  and  black  inks.'  p.  76.  Other  printers,  however, 
equally  excelled  in  the  variety  of  inks,  as  the  pages  from  87  to  93,  of  the  prece- 
ing  volume  of  this  work,  sufficiently  shew.  La  Caiile  does  not  notice  the 
distinction  which  is  attached  to  Kerver's  name  as  being  found  in  the  jirtt 
book  printed  in  the  ItaHc  type  in  France:  see  vol  L  p.  9%  He  gives  us  however 
some  interesting  short  notices,  sufficient  to  prove  how  intimately  connected  the 
history  of  the  earlier  Parisian  printers  is  with  that  of  the  State  of  Arts  and 
of  Literature  in  Paris  at  the  same  period.  <  Kerver  (adds  he)  made  several  foun- 
dations, and  to  him  we  are  indebted  for  the  large  stained-glass  window  above  the 
door  of  the  church  of  St  Benedict,  finished  in  1525,  and  containing  the  device 
(see  p.  49,  ante)  which  he  introduced  in  his  books.  It  is  distinguished  as  being 
one  of  the  finest  church-windows  in  Paris.  The  same  spirited  character  caused  a 
similar  window  to  he  erected  over  the  high  ahar  of  the  church  of  RR.  PP. 
Mathurins,  where  is  also  seen  his  device,  as  upon  several  other  ornaments  which 
he  gave  to  these  two  churches,  and  in  one  of  which  his  ashes  repose.'  Hist,  dt 
TJmprim,  p.  76.  I  take  it  that  Kerver  died  not  long  after  the  finishing  of  these 
windows,  as  liis  widow  put  forth  an  impression  of  the  *  'Enchiridion  Ecd.  Saritb.' 
m  15*8 :  see  vol.  i.  p.  92— of  which  book  my  friend  Mr.  Neunburg  also  possesses 
a  copy  upon  vellum,  that  bad  successively  belonged  to  Wanley,  Lord  Oxford, 
West,  and  the  late  Mr.  Pitt—of  missal-loving  memory,  (not,  therefore,  the  late 
Mr.  Pitt  of  power-loving  memory).  In  this  copy  Mr.  West  wrote  (as  it  strikes 
me,  and  as  I  have  often  written  myself)  a  foolish  memorandum  :  describing  it 
to  be  « the  finest-printed  English  Missal  on  vallum,  and  the  only  one  <  f  this  edition 
in  England.'  The  memorandum  bears  the  date  of  1743.  Kerver  left  behind 
three  children  ;  John,  James,  and  Thielman.  James,  in  1534,  used  the  device  of 
two  fighting  cocks,  very  neatly  cut  in  wood  ;  and  was  the  more  active  printer  of 
the  three.  He  also  used  a  single,  large  unicorn,  with  his  paw  upon  a  shield. 
Consult  La  Caiile,  p,  105.  So  farewell  to  thee, — '  peritissimvs  Calcogba- 
phorumThielmahiius  Kerver  Comfluentinus  !'  see  Panzer,  vol.  ii.  p.  353, 
no.  595. 
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and  are  now  just  about  stepping  over  the  threshold  to  look 
around  us  in  the  early  part  of  the  Sixteenth  Century — 
Lisaedo.  Proceed  without  fear,  and  gaze  without  ennui. 

In  uur  way  to  the  Regnaults.  (Petb«  and  FBANCI»)may  *Cnl  who  wu 
tluil  Divtd  Ladxius,  '  Bryiaunm  Edinburgeiuis,'  that  printed  with  Hignun 
and  Hopyl  in  1496  ?  See  the  perticulariwd  colophon  id  Punier,  vol.  ii.  p.  Jll, 
no.  378.  (A  better  account  of  him  will  no  doubt  be  given  in  Mr.  G.  Chalmers's 
forthcoming  history  of  Scottish  printing.)  Let  Francis  end  Peter  Rcguault  have 
conspicuous  places  upon  those  shelve*  which  groan  beneath  the  weight  of  black- 
letterlore!  I*  Caille  makes  Peierio  be  the  son  al  Francis,  and  assigns  Hit  date 
of  1506  (instead  of  1500,  according  to  Psnsrr)  to  the  first  booh  printed  by  the 
latter :  but  here  is  Home  mistake.  Peter  wu  rather  an  elder  brother,  u  I  con- 
ceive ;  at  there  is  direct  evidence  of  his  having  caused  an  impression  of  one  of 
the  books  of  Ovid's  Metamorphoses  to  be  printed  in  1496,  4to-  see  Msitiaire, 
p.  618.  In  the  colophon  of  that  impression  he  is  described  as  '  of  Caen  ;'  and 
indeed  the  second  device,  in  red,  given  at  p.  50,  ante,  is  from  a  book  printed  at 
Caen  in  1515;  while  the  first,  in  black,  is  Iran  a  book  printed  by  him  al  Rouen 
in  1500.  Yet  it  should  seem,  from  La  Cailie,  (p.  103)  that  Francis  bad  a  son 
named  Peter,  who  married  Cilletti  Cbxvallo*  the  daughter  of  Claude 
Chevallon,  (see  p.  44,  ante)  and  <  who  distinguished  himself  from  other  booksellera 
and  printers  by  the  quantity  of  books  which  be  executed  in  perfection.'  Hal 
small  device,  a  pretty  improvement  of  his  father's,  may  come  in  here. 


The  usual  device  of  Francis  Regnault  is  seen 
a  different  one ;  a  shepherd  and  shepherdesi 
sheep  feeding  in  the  foreground  —  which  is  comparatively  uncommon.  His 
elephant  and  castle  were  imitated  by  Georgiua  de  Caballis,  in  1566;  and  his 
widow,  in  1555,  if  not  before,  used  the  same,  reduced,  witbm  an  elegant  border; 
having  the  initials  of  her  maiden  name,  M.  B.  (Maohlaiki  Boucbitte)  above, 

around  it. 


FIFTH  DAY.  55 

Such  a  prospect  should  be  interminable   Who  comes  first 
to  arrest  our  attention  p 

Lysand£&.  The  Hakdouins,  Gillet,  and  Gehmain,* 
are  among  the  most  ancient  and  most  respectable  printers  of 
the  period  we  are  about  to  visit  Their  Missals  are  some- 
tunes  enchanting ;  and  their  red  and  black,  as  well  as  the 
texture  of  their  vellum,  denote  the  skill  and  taste  of  the 
hands  by  which  they  were  executed.  The  following  is  their 
Device ;  succeeded  by  a  magnificent  ornament,  bearing  the 
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The  Device  or  the  Hardouins. 

*  IV  HvdMNM,  GUla  aad  Genaofa.]  Punter  loigui  the  dite  of  1503  u  the 


56  FIFTH  DAY. 

arms  of  some  grave  and  potent  Seignor;  which  is  frequently 
found  at  the  end  of  their  Offices  and  Hours. 


OUNAMENT  USED  DY 


rurlicK  of  that  of  an;  book  printed  by  llie  Hihdouinj  ;  and  the  colleciinn  of  • 
friend  nipptied  liini  with  a  volume  of  Hot*,  printed  by  Germain  Hardonjn,  of 
the  nine  date.    Sec  toL  u.  p.  131  ;  toL  vii.  p.  507,  no.  61.    A  volume  of  the 
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Next  come  die  Gouemomts  (Robeet  and  Giixes)*  to 
Aim  the  tribute  rf  a  itapetlfiilattentioiL  You  may  remem- 
ber to  hare  been  told  that  the  public  were  indebted  to  these 
printers,  especially  to  GiDes,  for  the  renewal  of  the  roman 
letter,  which  had  dbappeared  since  the  earlier  publications 


*  Ofiet  sf  the  Tirgim^bj  Giftet,  also  of  1505,  Jmmrdhfrir  follows;  whkh 
■i  the  Greran  Coflulion.    The  detox,  represented  by  Lysander,  served  also 
otcaawjBuury  far  boota  prsated  by  Eovlace,andoneof  thcDnPreSy  the  usual  device 
cl  ^bt  Bmt6aA»  btL^  BmxkM  rtacma^  Dgmmm  fiwm  the  Ctmtmmr^   A  brief 
of  GiBet  is  given  m  vol.  i.  p.  91-S.   They  were  both  imoueationabry  very 
^inters ;  Aid  insjntaincd  a  prodigsous  truafe  in  the  sale  of  denjtional 
productions  being,  upon  the  whole,  fully  canal  to  those  of  Kerrer, 
orTostre.   German  fired  at  the  Sga  sfSL  Margaret— GBkt,  at  that 
tf  fur  ftssr 
•  the  Gamrmamts  (Rafters  md  GiUes)]  Mr.  Beloe,  in  the  vtfa  volume  of  his 
af  Uteratm  one*  Scarce  Bsaki,  has  devoted  nearly  50  pages  to  an 
of  the  labours  of  Gifles  Gourmont,  the  Saba,  the  Grrphn,  aod  Co&nrus; 
fifty  page*,  about  thirty  are  apportioned  to  die  ustuliuu  of  Gourmont 
and  the  editors  of  the  works  which  issued  from  his  press.    No  apology  need 
have  been  expressed  far  the  *  ondne  length'  of  the  Gourmont  artkfc;  as 'a  great 
deal  asore  of  h*eresting  natter  rehtting  to  k,  presents  hsclf.' p.  159.  That  addi- 
tional inatUr  wifl  not  be  here  expected,  or  at  least  not  given— if  expected :  as 
La  Game,  p.  80  (brief,  and  not  quite  acconue)  Chevilfier,  p.  246464,  Maittaire, 
voL  I.  p.  95-103  (copious  and  particnlar,  as  far  as  they  go)  not  fargetting  a  fittfe 
duanpping  in  Casment,  voL  L  p.  906*7  (ujcorrectry  referred  to  by  Psnser,  voL  vn» 
p.  5S6)  may  be  cwmnllrd  to  afanost  every  poaribh  degree  of  advantage.   Yet 
Giujs  pg  GouajioxT  shall  not  be  wbofly  rfwransed  witfaoot  having  a  sinaUchaplet 
of  sweet-briar  bbwaniiii  (they  cannot  aspire  to  the  dignity  of  roses)  entwined  round 
his  brow.   Know  then,  classical  reader,  that  flvgidins  Gourmont  was  the  nasr 
r&nmm  or  Grnxxx  ▲*»  Hxanzw  Books — at  Finis.  Yes,  the  Gerings,  and 
6tols,  and  ffigmam,  had  a  fteunral  taste ;  bat  their  powers,  as  printers,  extended 
only  to  founts  of  the  Ronum  letter:  that  pretty  and  playful  form  of  Greek  rape 
being  entirely  onessayed  before  the  time  of  G.  Gounnont.    Under  Pbofe&so* 
Tissaxd— (whose  epistolary  prefixes,  as  extracted  by  Maktaire,  are  extrentely 
Bteresting)  the  modest,  the  virtuous,  the  truly  classical  Tbaard--(aod  of  whom 
I  wish,  apparently  with  Mr.  Beloe,  that  we  had  even  a  good  thumping  volume 
of  biographical  intdDgence)— under  Tissard,  Gilles  Gounnont  did  wonders,  con- 
ndermg  fab  means.     Like  a  methodical  mao,  he  began  with  a  amail  quarto 
volume,  ciailaming  the  Greek  Alphabet,  the  RvUsfor  pronouncing  Greek,  the 
Sentence*  tf  the  Soxm  Wise  Men,  with  the  GvhUn  Tents  of'iyibagoras,  and  three' 
other  snuabr  opnvrah     These  were  published  in  1507,  under  the  editorial  care 
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of  Gering,  Csesaris,  and  Higman.    The  Gourmonts  con- 
ducted their  business  chiefly  under  the  direction  of  the 

of  Tissard :  and  of  this  work  I  choose  to  speak  roundly,  with  Clement,  that '  no 
one  can  dispute  it  the  honour  of  being  classed  among  rare  and  remarkable  books, 
when  he  knows  that  it  is  the  fibst  Greek  book  printed  at  Pa  bis/  vol.  L 
p.  207  (note  12).  The  Batrachomyomachm  of  Homer,  the  Works  and  Days  qf 
Hesiod,  and  the  Erotemata  of  Ckrysoiorat,  *  followed  hard  upon  f  that  is,  in  the 
self-same  year.  Illustrious  Spirits!  .  .  ye  found  the  ground  parched,  or  choked 
by  the  rank  and  luxuriant  weeds  of  black-letter  romance,  rituals,  and  law  glosses — 
and  ye  poured  your  refreshing  streams  thereupon  to  produce  vegetation  of  a  kind* 
lier  growth,  and  of  a  more  nutritious  fruit!  A  golden  harvest  quickly  succeeded. 
In  1508  Gourmont  and  Tissard  brought  out  an  Hebrew  and  Greek  Grammar : 
read  Mr.  Beloe,  vol.  v.  p.  154-5 :  and  sigh  and  wish  that  you  had  this  grammar, 
in  its  original  parchment  covering,  among  the  *  slim-quartos '  of  your  glass- 
efended,  satin-wood,  book-cases  —  ye  bibliographical  Rabbins  of  the  day ! 
Why  should  Maittaire  apologise  for  his  '  Tissardine  digression '  (vol.  ii.  p.  99)  in 
his  account  of  these  Hebraic  rudiments  ? 

Tissard  is  thought  to  have  not  long  survived  this  production.  He  died 
therefore,  phoenix-like,  in  a  blase  of  reputation ; — and  bis  grateful  printer  may 
have  added  to  the  moisture  of  his  own  sheets  by  the  tears  which  he  shed  on  the 
decease  of  his  patron.  The  Gnomologia,  Aristophanes,  and  Demetrius  Chalcondyim, 
each  in  Greek,  the  latter  in  1525-8,  are  among  the  last  and  rarest  productions  of 
the  press  of  G.  Gourmont.  It  remains  only  to  add,  that  there  was  a  plentiful 
sprinkling  of  these  Gourmonts.  Robbbt,  who  began  in  1498,  and  who  had  also 
a  classical  taste,  (see  Panzer,  vol.  ii.  p.  324,  no.  494)  appears  to  have  been  the 
elder  brother.  John  was  another  brother ;  and  Jbbom,  Benedict,  and  John, 
might  have  been  sons;  according  to  La  Caille,  pp.  117, 148, 169.  The  device 
of  Gilles  de  Gourmont,  as  given  above,  seems  to  have  been  imitated  by  our 
Robert  Copland  ;  according  to  a  fac-simile  of  the  latter  in  the  Typog.  Antiq. 
vol  iii.  p.  111.  There  is  however  a  comparatively  barbarous  device  of  Gour- 
mont, with  St.  John  and  the  mother  of  Mary  (apparently)  as  supporters  of  a 
shield,  or  coat  armour,  in  the  lower  division  of  which  is  a  half  moon — with  an 
angel  above  the  shield.  Bngfbrd's  Collection,  HarL  MSS.  no.  5922,  foL  7. 
Maittaire  observes  that  Gourmont  sometimes  used,  instead  of  his  common 
device,  (as  above)  the  three  Crowns  qf  Cologne— <KCsaioaaMj  with  the  Hebrew  and 
Greek  text  from  Psalm  xxx  vix .  verse  25  .*— 

•nipt  ew  »n»»n  *uri 

aw  pnr  »rvm  1A1 

:onV  wpno  ijnn 

Nsttrtfo?  fyevo'ftey,  xoi  yotf  tyypeursi* 
Koi  ou'x  tBov  ilxeuov  eyxoraAcAt if&fievoi', 
*Ou8f  to  OTTtp/xa  aurou  {qrovy  iprvf. 
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learned  Tissard ;  of  whom,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  Chevilller 
hath  spoken  largely  and  liberally.  There  is  some  tolerable 
good  taste  in  this  device  of  the  second  Gounnont, 


iOV  LOING^ALEi 


CMeg  iflBoiaTtiontfJj 


Let  me  hot  request  you  to  cast  a  transient  glance,  as  it 
glides  along,  upon  the  vessel  of  Galliot  Du  Pees  :*— a  fine 


153*)  or 


9  colophon  ined  thai '  rei  culn  Cobmiati '  (Alphabet.  ling.  Saact. 
'  jufc  uiiigiu  triim  Coroiun-uKi  Colnnieiuium'  (Lmic-  Gr.  15S3.)    Cuiisull 
the  AmuiI.  Typog.  vol.  ii.  p.  103. 

*  thr.  vtatl  ofGuilwt  J>u  Prt.]  Galliot  was  tht  brother  of  John  and  ~Sicoi.ii 
DuFris  :  orDi  PniTis.  Of  the  Ibrnier,  who  commenced  printing  in  the  ivih 
century,  tee  p.  S3,  ante.  Nicolu  doe>  not  appear  to  have  began  Id  print  till  about 
tbe  jear  1505;  sec  Panur,  voL  'ii.  p.  51*,  no.  1X7;  nor  our  friend  Galliot, 
£  m  tbe  wine  authority,  toL  iLp.S99.  I*  Caille  giva  Galliot 
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fellow  in  his  way,  and  a  most,  indefatigable  printer  of  Ro- 
mances and  Legends.  Did  you  ever  see  a  bark  so  curiously 
trimmed  and  manned  ? 


rather  ■  flattering  character.     He  says  '  be  wu  a  wen  bookseller,  and 
posed  several  works,  such  u  prefaces,  advertisement!,  and  dedicatory 
which  appear  in  the  books  he  has  left  us.'    In  the  beginning  of  his 
Cnuftunirr  de  France,'  &c.  by  Boutiilicr  (in  1514,  folia,  according  to  Li 
in  1514.  according  to  Maittaire  ;  but  wholly  omitted  by  Panier,  vol.  i.  p, 
p.  £71)  we  observe  these  pleasant  adage* ; 

Le  Baillif  vandange,  le  Prevent  grappe, 

Le  Procureur  prend,  le  Sergent  happe, 

Le  Seigneur  n'a  rien,  ill  nc  leur  echappe. 

In  1541  Galliot  Du  Pre  joined  Colinteui  in  his  Bible.     '  He  was  (co 

Cheiillier)  one  of  the  greatest  printers  and  booksellers  in  his  time.     His 

has  a  ready  allusion  to  bis  name.    He  left  behind  two  sods,  Plans 

Galliot.'     Hut.  de  tlmpmrric,  pp.  65,  (borrowed  also  by  Maitlaire, 


Grand 
Gtille; 
1BT-8, 
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A  very  different  device  was  used  by  Jao.ues  Cousin,  a 
careful  printer  of  Missals  of  the  same  period,  and  whose 
productions  are  by  no  means  of  common  occurrence. 


Another  printer,  also  of  unfrequent  occurrence,  and  of 
the  name  of  Gbanjon,  now  claims  a  moment's  attention  for 
his  device ;  in  which  there  is  a  prettiness  of  effect  somewhat 
unusual  in  decorations  of  this  character.  He  speaks  for 
himself,*  as  you  will  directly  perceive. 

p.  111)150,157,185.  IfanCMm  a  pretty  derice  of  Gilliot  the  younger : — 
two  sen  raping— of  the  date  of  1576  s  in  Ikgford't  Collection.  The  device 
reproented  by  Lnwdrr  a  ttkoi  from  ■  volume  of '  Yale  Le  Irate'  (from  the 
Boxborghe  Library  :  B.  R,  no.  6*06)  bi  the  collection  of  Mr.  Lang. 

•  ki  ipedafirr  imrjT.]  He  iball  ducoorte  ■omewbat  for  himielf  hi  the  present 
note:  Dot  howerer  that  I  most  Tenure  upon  in;  thing  beyond  ■  mere  ikrtchj 
detail.     Ptiaa{tii.  ra.  p.  510,  uo.  90)  raake*  the  fint  effort  of  bil  pren  lo  be 
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Lorenzo.  We  are  advancing  fast  towards  the  family  of 
the  Stephens,  and  Coi.in.eus — as  I  guess.  But  exercise 
your  own  discretion,  and  scold  me  if  I  am  rudely  intrusive, 

Lisaedo.  Proceed  quickly,  dear  Lysander,  to  the  notice 
of  those  renowned  printers. 

Lysander.  I  will  make  a  rapid  advance  towards  them; 
for  they  were  the  very  typographical  heroes  of  Paris  in  then- 
day — especially  Henry  Stephen  the  second. 

in  1504 :  La  Guile,  in  1506  ;  see  p.  79.  His  device  is  prettier  than  hi*  prat 
work;  at  leutif  we  ma;  judge  from  an  edition  of  Aalut  Gellius  of  the  dmtc  of 
1510,  in  4b>.  of  whkb  I  tball  hare  ocasion  to  speak  in  the  account  of  the 
Auciksian  Pniiis  ■  and  of  which  the  Greek  passages  introduced  shew  the 
barbarous  state  of  Greek  typography  in  I'mis  at  the  time  of  the  publication. 
Gnuijon'i  bulnuka  have  an  apt  allusion  to  his  own  Dane— granjma :  but  there 
is  a  larger  and  more  elaborate  device  used  by  him,  of  menunids  supporting  the 
circle  or  shield  upon  whkh  bis  name  is  thus  inscribed :  Ieiian  Graioh. 
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Philemon.  This  is  well ;  but  I  do  not  wish  yon  to  slur 
over  the  names  of  Simon  Du  Bois,  (or  rather  of  his  master 
GfloFFKXY  Toby*)  the  Wechels,  Corrozet,  &c  Remember 


•  .Soros  Dm  Bois,  or  his  matter  Geoffrey  Tory."]  The  retentive  reader  may 
bare  probably  not  forgotten  the  promise  contained  in  the  first  note  of  vol.  i.  p.  98, 
respecting  the  meed  of  justice  and  praise  to  be  here  awarded  to  the  above  truly 
eminent  booksellers  and  printers.  But  Tory  merits  a  more  particular  notice  than 
Du  Bois ;  as,  if  I  mistake  not,  from  the  imperfect  materials  which  have  come 
down  to  us,  he  was  a  man  of  a  most  singularly  ingenious  and  original  turn  of 
mind:  being  equally  enamoured  of  philosophy,  the  fine  arts,  and  printing.  He 
lived  at  the  sign  of  the  Broken  Pot  ('  Pol  Caste")  and  Du  Bois  was  probably  a 
workman  acting  under  him.  The  graphic  decorations  of  the  Missal  of  1587,  the 
joint  publication  of  Do  Bois  and  Tory,  have  been  copiously  described,  with  fac- 
similes, in  vol.  l  p.  94-7.  Tory  worked  formerly  in  conjunction  with  the  elder 
Henry  Stephen ;  and  Maittaire  has  been  delightfully  copious  respecting  Godo- 
rnxnus  Tonxvus :  (as  he  is  called  by  his  Latin  name)  Armal  Typog.  vol.  ii. 
pp.  89-90 ;  550-558.  La  Caille  supplied  him  with  a  pithy  notice,  and  with 
Tory's  epitaph,  which  he  has  reprinted :  Hist,  de  Plmprm.  p.  98-9.  De  La 
Mooneye,  in  the  Bib.  Francoise  of  La  Croix  du  Maine,  <fc.  vol.  i.  p.  275-6,  hat  a 
very  curious  note,  relating  to  our  Geoffrey ;  which  shall  be  presently  mentioned. 
In  addition  to  these  authorities,  I  have  consulted  Goujef s  BibHotheque  Franfoise, 
vol  i.  p.  82;  vol.  ix.  p.  178;  vol  z.  p.  18;  and  vol.  xl  p.  390;  (the  three 
latter  references  are  given  by  De  La  Monnoye,  and  relate  to  brief  passages  in 
Goujet  which  shew  how  necessary  it  is  to  let  Tory  have  a  place  upon  our 
philological  shelves)  as  well  as  Founder's  Manuel  Typographique,  vol.  i.  p.  xij.; 
Pesgnofs  Diet,  da  Bibliologie,  vol.  ii.  p.  301 ;  vol.  HI  (Suppl.)  p.  303;  and  Vogfs 
Cat.  LSbror.  Honor,  p.  244,  edit.  1793 — respecting  the  famous  Champ  Fibvky— 
the '  magnum  opus'  of  Geoffrey  Tory ;  and  of  which  it  may  be  high  time  now 
to  speak 

Maittaire  calls  this  work,  as  first  published  in  1529,  folio, '  liber  notation* 
dignus  et  inventu  rarissimus.'  It  merits  in  every  respect  such  a  designation.  It 
was  printed  by  G.  Gourmont,  who  had  probably  a  share  in  it ;  but  If  Du  Bois 
had  executed  H,  nothing  would  have  been  wanting  to  render  it  a  master-piece  of 
printing  as  well  as  of  ingenuity.  Yet  on  very  many  accounts  it  is  a  most 
estimable  volume.  Its  title,  as  taken  from  the  book  itself  Qn  the  possession  of  my 
friend  Mr.  Douce)  b  strictly  thus :  •  Champ  Fleury.  Au  quel  est  contenu  hart  £ 
Science  de  la  deue  £>  vraye  Proportw  des  Lettrts  Attiques,  quo  dU  autremet  Lettres 
Antiques,  £  vulgairement  Lettres  Bomamet  proportiounees  selon  \e  Corps  f  Visage 
kmsmmtu'  Below,  we  observe  a •  Priuilege  pour  Du  Ans  Par  Le  Boy  nostre  Sire. 
&  est  a  vendre  a  Paris  sur  Petit  Pont  a  Lenseigne  do  Pot  Casse  par  Maistre 
Geofroy  Tory  de  Bourges,  Iibraire,  &  Autheur  du  diet  Liure.  Et  par  (Hies 
Gourmont  anssi  Iibraire  demourant  en  la  Rue  sainct  Iaques  a  Lenseigne  des  TroU 


J 
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how  you  were  pleased  by  the  specimens  of  the  first  named 
printer,  in  our  Second  Day's  discourse . . . 

Lysander.  "Tifl  true;  and  therefore  I  hasten  to  place 

Coronnes.'  This  privilege  is  dated  1526 ;  which  may  have  led  Fouroier  and 
Goujet  into  the  error  of  supposing  that  it  was  published  in  that  year :  yet  Goujet 
is  right  in  his  first  notice  of  it :  vol.  i.  p.  82 — but  see  vol.  x.  p.  19.  The  small 
device  of  the  author  is  beneath  the  privilege.  A  summary  of  the  contents  of  the 
book,  and  two  interesting  prefaces,  precede  the  text  of  the  work.  The  second  of 
these  is  noticed  by  M.  De  La  Monnoye ;  in  which  a  passage  appears  precisely 
similar  to  what  Rabelais  (book  ii.  chap.  6)  puts  into  the  mouth  of  his  scholar 
Limosin;  although  the  work  of  Rabelais  was  not  published  at  that  time;  •  d'ou 
(adds  De  La  Monnoye)  Ton  conclut  que  des-lors  il  en  couroit  quelque  copie 
manuacrite.'  The  passage  alluded  to  by  the  French  critic  commence*  with  <  Quand 
esumeurs  de  Latin  disent' — and  concludes  with  '  de  leur  mime  personne.' 

From  the  second  edition  of  the  Champ  Fleury,  of  the  date  of  1549,  8vo.  (also 
in  the  curiously-furnished  library  of  Mr.  Douce)  I  shall  beg  leave  to  add  a 
different  passage  from  this  same  second  preface*- before  we  step  over  the 
threshold,  upon  the  text  of  the  work  itself.  It  is  as  follows :  premising  that  Tory 
appears  to  have  plumed  himself  upon  being  a  great  French  philologist—*  Ie  treoue 
en  oultre  qu*il  ya  vne  autre  manieres  d'hommes  qui  corrompt  encores  pirement 
nostre  langue.  Ce  sout  Innouateurs  et  Forgeurs  de  mots  nouueaulx.  Si  tele 
Forgeurs  ne  sont  Ruffiens,  ie  ne  les  estirae  gueres  meilleurs.  Pease*  qulls  ant 
vne  grande  grace,  quand  ilz  disent  aprcs  boyre,  qui  out  le  Cerueau  tout  encorni- 
matibull,  et  emburelicoque  d'un  tas  de  mirilinques  et  triquedodaines,  d'un  tas  de 
gringuenaudes,  et  gtiilleroches  qui  les  fatrouillent  incessamment.'  Pleasant  read- 
ing, this !  —  tender-mouthed  reader !  *  But  for  the  volume  itself :  —  it  is  full  of 
interest  and  whimsicality.  The  author  (according  to  Fournier,  repeated  by 
Peignot)  derives  the  letters  of  the  Latin  alphabet  from  the  name  of  the  Goddeu 
I  O  ;  pretending  that  they  are  all  formed  from  an  I  and  an  O.  Again  we  may 
say—'  pltosaut  reading,  this !'  However  the  work  is  full  of  marvellous  things;  and 
the  style  of  thought  and  of  composition  is  sometimes  amusing  and  prepossessing. 
The  Engravings  are  neat  and  spirited ;  exhibiting,  I  am  persuaded,  specimens  of 
the  same  artist  who  afterwards  executed  the  Emblems  noticed  from  page  258  to 
264  of  vol.  i.  of  this  work.  On  the  reverse  of  B  iij  is  a  charming  cut  of '  Hercvles 


*  Geoffrey  Tory  has,  in  turn,  been  pretty  sharply  rapped  upon  the  knuckles 


ranter,  |>ederaptim,  velocipediter,  asgrimoniosius,  avicipes  conspergitare,  venns- 
tutuleutiswis,  vinulentibibulus,  apucuiuaticus,collifrangibuluiu'«--'  mots  tres-dignes 
de  Poliphile '—  (observes  the  authority  just  given),  et  que,  sur  sa  foi,  le  bon- 
homrae  Cutheruiot,  dans  I'Epitaphe  de  ce  Tory,  na  pas  manqu6  de  garantirtels.* 
vol.  iv.  p.  265;  edit.  1716* 
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bcftjre  you  the Bre&m  Pat  of  Geofv*ky Tobt.  You  hive 
here  tpecimeiw  of  it,  as  introduced  either  in  the  borders,  or 
at  the  end,  of  his  Miasals. 


-^'--^ 


15*. 

vol.  n. 


The  Dincxs  or  Gnmrr  To»r. 

f',»IF'>     Thb  h«  (be  oprea  due  of 
•»,*lWkt    '  TV  To— ^4  «T  AjxJk.  ~J  the  Mva,'  ud 
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Few  Printers  were  more  celebrated  throughout  Europe 
than  the  Wechels;  *   whose  flying  horse,  or  Pega8U8> 


Bacchus,  Ceres,  and  Venus,  led  captive,'  are  in  the  same  style  of  art  There  is  a 
very  whimsical  Y  on  the  reverse  of  M  iij  :  displaying  '  Envy,  Pride,  and  Lost  j* 
and  another  Y,  too  whimsically  minute  to  be  satisfactorily  described.  The 
different  alphabets  are  at  the  end  of  the  work ;  which  indeed  is  divided  into 
3  parts.  The  first  is  an  exhortation  to  philological  studies ;  the  second  describes 
the  number,  forms,  and  proportions  of  letters ;  the  third  is  very  multifarious— 
upon  the  elements  of  languages,  &c. 

According  to  Goujet  (vol.  i.  p.  81-3,)  Tory  trod  in  the  steps  of  Jaques 
Dubois,  (called  Sylvius)  but  had  '  more  taste,  correctness  of  apprehension,  and 
solidity  of  reflection,'  than  that  writer.  They  both  however  failed  in  obtaining 
partisans  for  their  cause  :  yet  Meygret  and  Pelletier  afterwards  ventured  upon 
sounding  the  same  trumpet  against  these '  Ruffiens '  adulterers  of  the  French 
language — with  the  same  success,  or  rather  failure.  Tory  was  a  translator  of 
both  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages ;  and  the  '  Hieroglyphic*  qf  Oru»  Apollo  * 
(see  vol.  i.  p.  260)  are  among  his  versions  of  the  former.  I  consider  him  to  have 
carried  on  a  most  extensive,  and  I  should  hope  lucrative,  business.  The  privilege 
prefixed  to  the  beautiful  edition  of  Hone,  &c.  before  noticed,  (vol.  L  p.  98, 
note  t)  specifies  that '  il  ha  faict,  et  faict  faire  certaines  histoires  et  vignettes  a 
Lantkrae,  et  pareillement  vnes  autres  a  la  Moderne  pour  icelles  faire  imprinter,  et 
aeruir  a  plusieurs  vsages  dheures,  dont  pour  icelles  il  ha  vacque  certain  bng  tips, 
et  faict  plusieurs  grans  fraitz,  mises,  et  despens.'  This  privilege  is  dated  the  24th 
September,  1524.  The  volume  of  *  Hors '  appeared  in  the  subsequent  year ; 
and  no  praise  can  be  too  great  for  the  variety,  the  delicacy,  the  beauty,  and 
uniform  good  taste  of  its  border-ornaments.  La  Caille  extends  the  life  of  Geoffrey 
Tory  to  the  end  of  the  xvith  century ;  but  I  question  if  he  lived  beyond  the 
middle  of  it. 

Did  the  fanciful  divisions  and  subdivisions  of  letters,  exhibited  in  this  volume, 
suggest  the  idea  to  Giovambattista  of  publishing  bis  elegant  and  curious  book 
(in  the  Italian  language) '  upon  writing  all  manner  of  ancient  and  modern  hands 
of  all  countries '  in  1543,  4to.  (See  sign.  £  vi.)  The  author  styles  himself 
loJumnes  Baptista  Palatimu.  The  preceding  is  the  first  edition  of  his  work,  and 
the  richly -furnished  library  of  Mr.  Douce  contains  a  most  desirable  copy  of  it,  in 
old  vellum  binding.  A  fine  wood-cut  portrait  of  the  author  is  in  the  frontispiece. 
The  device  of  Balthasar  de  Castolari  the  printer  (a  moth  flying  in  the  candle)  is 
on  the  recto  of  the  last  leaf.  There  were  two,  if  not  more,  succeeding  impressions 
of  it ;  as  a  fragment  of  a  copy,  in  my  possession,  exhibits  the  date  of  1566, 
under  the  specimen  of '  Cancell,  Romana  formata.' 

•  Few  names  more  celcbrattd — than  the  Wechel*.]  The  father  of  this  distinguished 
family  of  printers  was  Cbrestien  Wechel  ;  who,  according  to  Maittaire,  (vol  ii. 
p.  405)  began  to  print  in  1520,  and  carried  on  a  successful  business  for  upwards 
of  thirty  yean.    He  published  a  prodigious  number  of  books,  and  was  remark- 
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first  commenced  his  career  at  Paris  about  the  year  1534, 
and  afterwards  became  more  distinguished  at  Frankfort  and 

able  for  bringing  tbem  oat  in  parts,  for  the  convenience  (I  suppose)  of  a  ready 
sale  and  quick  return  of  profit  He  was  one  of  those  printers,  who,  after  the 
example  of  Gilles  Gounnont,  (in  the  language  of  Chevillier)  *  excites  par  le*  gens 
de  Lettres  de  rUniversite,  se  piquerent  d'bonneur,  et  enricherent  leurs  Impri- 
meries  de  Caracteres  Grecs,  pour  ne  ceder  en  rien  aux  Imprimeurs  Etrangers.' 
p.  255.  Bayle,  (Diet.  vol.  it.  p.  490,  edit.  1730)  upon  the  authority  of  Chevillier, 
p.  141-2,  observes,  that '  Wechel  was  so  correct  in  his  editions,  that,  in  Burana's 
Commentary  upon  Aristotle,  1539,  folio,  there  are  only  two  errata  noticed  at 
the  end.'  His  first  Greek  book  was  the  '  Alpbabetuxn  Graecum/  of  1530. 
Conrad  Gesner,  in  his  valuable  Pandects,  fol.  167,  &c,  fills  nearly  4  pages  with 
a  list  of  WecheTs  books,  and  with  the  prices  for  which  they  were  sold,  up  to  the 
year  1548.  This  list  is  preceded  by  a  short  epistle  to  the  printer,  in  which  Wechel 
b  thos  addressed . . .  *  Tu  certe  jam  dim  propter  optimos  in  utraque  Lingua  apud 
te  natos  Libros,  qoos  miro  uitore,  &  incredibili  diligent*  publicos  fedsti,  vel 
praestantisshnas  vel  inter  pnestantissimos  non  postremus  haberi  et  nunquam  non 
celebrari  mereris.'  The  epistle  and  list  are  both  very  judiciously  reprinted  by 
Maittaire,  vol.  ii.  p.  411.  Maittaire  observes,  that  he  supposes  Gesner  to  have 
taken  his  list  from  ■  WecheTs  own  Catalogue  of  his  Books'  published  in  1544, 
8vo.:  but,  adds  he, '  there  are  no  prices  in  the  copy  of  WecheTs  Catalogue  (or 
*  Index  Librorum  omnium,  qoos  suis  Typis  excudit  Christianas  Wechelus/  &c.) 
which  I  have  consutienV  Maittaire  then  subjoins  a  reprint  of  this  very  *  Index,' 
p.  4tl,  &c  Read  Bayle**  long  note  about  the  poverty  and  persecution  of  our 
printer  in  consequence  of  Selling  an  impious  book.    Diet.  vol.  iv.  p.  490  (b). 

Wechel  was  a  great-  lover  of  Hebrew  and  Greek  literature;  and  printed 
various  elementary  treatises,  as  well  as  the  entire  Books  of  Genesis  and  Exodus 
in  the  former  language.  '  If  (observes  Maittaire)  he  had  executed  the  remainder 
of  the  Bible  in  the  same  splendid  fount  of  letter,  and  form  of  volume  -i-  how 
would  the  student  of  sacred  writ  have  been  eternally  indebted  to  him  for  so 
grateful  and  acceptable  a  gift !'  Maittaire  subjoins  two  pleasing  excerpts  from 
these  first  two  books  of  the  Pentateuch,  published  separately  in  the  years  1536 
and  1537,  4to.  and  now  of  excessive  rarity.  Wechel  is  supposed  to  have  died  in 
1554,  leaving  a  son  of  the  name  of  Andrew  (or  Andreas)  to  continue  his 
business  and  perpetuate  his  name.  Simon  Du  Bois  sometimes  printed  for  him. 
Indeed  his  device  of  the  two  Robins  (see  above)  is  supposed  by  Maittaire  to  have 
been  exclusively  that  of  pu  Bois  j  and  the  same  authority  seems  to  infer  that  it 
was  not  used*  after  the  year  1533,  when  the  Flying  Pegasus  (the  usual  Wechehan 
device)  was  substituted  in  its  place.  Andrew*  Wechel  was  a  Protestant,  and 
is  thought  by  La.Caille  to  have  quitted  Paris' for  Frankfort  in  consequence 
of  having  narrowly  escaped -thet  massacre  ou  the  eve  of  St  Bartholomew, 
owing  to  the  friendly  interposition  of  Hubert  Languet,  the  Saxon  minister  then 
resident  at  Paris.    Bayle  thinks  that  his  departure  took  place  before  that 
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Hanover.  These  printers  however  previously  used  the  device 
of  Two  Robins  in  a  tree.  Let  both  devices  here  speak  for 
themselves  i 


The  Devices  op  Chrestien  Wechel. 

memorable  and  erer  execrable  event — jet  it  should  teem,  on  the  authority  of  A . 
Wechel  himself  (in  the  dedicatory  epistle  to  the  Vandalia  Albmi  KnMai, 
Frankfort,  1575)  that  ho  mn  an  extreme  hstard  on  the  night  of  the  massacre. 
Bayle  refer*  to  this  interesting  document.  The  celebrated  Svmiiaciijn  wa* 
tcrreclur  of  the  Wechel  pre**;  which,  in  the  year  1581,  waa  deprived  of  the 
•uperintendance  of  its  chief  director,  Andrew,  by  death.  John  Wechel,  together 
with  John  Aubri  and  Claude  Marai,  afterward*  earned  on  the  business,  and 
became  eatabhibed  at  Hanover;  and  these,  to  the  just  and  energetic  language 
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I  might  dwell  somewhat  upon  the  Gbyfkii,  or  Leb 
Griffons" — names,  eminently  conspicuous  in  the  annals 
of  printing — but 'that  their  presses  were  more  particularly 

of  Maittaire,  *  have  forbidden  the  Dime  of  Wkchsl  to  perish.'  Consult  the 
AmuL  Tyjmg.  vol.  iii.  p.  455 — 160;  where  the  marrow  of  La  Caille,  CberiUier, 
and  Bayle  'n  nn»t  judiciously  extracted.  Both  at  Frankfort  and  at  Hanover  the 
Wecheb  disported  therrjseEves  with  their  Pegatcon  Device,  in  wood  or  open 
copper  ;  the  furmer,  generally  coarsely — ni  the  preceding  Cue-simile  testifiet :  of 
the  latter  there  ii  no  prettier  apeciroen,  in  my  humble  apprehension,  than  what 
you  here  behold,  device-loving  collector  1 


■  TV  Grypku  or  Let  Grifeiu.]  This  is  not  the  moment  Tor  dilating  npon  these 
renowned  typographical  characters  J  us,  although  Francis  Gryphim  belong*  rather 
to  Farii  than  to  Lyons,  vet  the  latter  place  ii  the  undoubted  soil  in  which  the 
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distinguished  when  they  established  themselves  at  Lyons. 
They  certainly  however  were  rocked  in  the  typographical 
cradle  at  Paris.  Let  us  reserve  them  for  that  part  of  our 
discussion  which  shall  treat  of  early  printing  at  Lyons. 

Belinda.  I  am  delighted  with  such  a  corps  de  reserve. 
Now,  then,  for  Les  Etiennes  and  Monsieur  Simon  de  Colines! 

Lysander.  Belinda  is  absolutely  working  herself  up  to  a 
pitch  of  enthusiasm  upon  the  subject— and  yet  I  dare  wager 
a  vellum  Colinceus,  against  a  paper  Stephens,  that  she  has 
never  read  three  volumes  from  the  press  of  either  ?  ! 

Gryphii  have  taken  the  deepest  root,  and  produced  the  more  perennial  fruits. 
There  is,  however,  among  the  papers  of  Bagford  (Hurl.  MSS.  no.  5922)  a  very 
curious  advertisement,  in  French,  published  I  conceive  by  one  of  the  family  of 
these  printers,  about  the  middle  of  the  xvith  century.  To  what  it  was  formerly 
attached,  I  am  unable  to  conjecture.  The  reverse  is  blank,  and  it  is  printed,  in 
the  italic  letter,  within  an  elegant  wood-cut  border.  I  consider  it  a  curious  spe- 
cimen of  bazar  advertising,  (to  borrow  the  current  fashionable  phrase)  and 
peculiarly  national :  yet  may  it  not  be  taxed  as  being  a  little  out  of  place  here? 

AV  GRIFFON. 

Griffon,  Marchand  tenant  sa  boutique  dan*  la  court  du  Palais,  au  coin  de  la 
grande  parte,  devant  let  grands  degrcx  du  May,  vend  de  grandes  Escritoircsfermantes 
a  cleft,  de  chagrin  garnies  d'argent ;  Escritoires  de  valises,  de  tables,  de  pocket,  et 
dfautres  f aeons,  pour  mettre  sur  des  Bureaux :  Cornets  et  Poudriers  d? argent,  et 
tfautresfacon* :  Tablette  d'Hollandes :  Agendas  de  chagrin,  garnit  for  $  d'argent : 
Miroirs  de  poches  de  chagrin,  gamy  d'argent:  Iartiercs  a  la  mode;  Boucks 
d'argent,  oVacier  et  de  diamans ;  Ore  d?Espagne  de  plusieurs  couleurs ;  Ganifs  de 
Tolose :  Plumes  oVHoUande  taiUees  a  la  perfection ;  Papier  Jin  de  toutes  grandeurs, 
coupe"  et  dori ;  Poudres  dories  H  mettre  sur  Vecriture :  Soyes  a  cachetter :  Encre  en 
masse :  Cachets  (Tor  et  d'argent ;  Iettons  nouveaux :  Bourses  a  Jettons  de  velours  et 
fautrcsf aeons,  en  brodcries  (For  et  dfargeut ;  Colliers  d?ambre ;  Estuits  a  racines 
de  chagrin,  gamis  df argent :  Racines,  et  esponges  musquies ;  Poudre  de  coraU  pour 
Us  dents:  Poudres  a  dessecher,  de  muse  et  f entires  senteurs:  Savonettcs  de 
Boulogne :  Pdte  dfamande  pour  lover  les  mains ;  Boettes  a  poudre  $  houppes  de 
soye :  Plumes  perpetuelUs,  d'argent,  £  d*autres  facons ;  Trebuchets  fins ;  Bougeois 
de  chagrin  garnis  tfargent,  et  dTautresJ aeons ;  Boutons  de  diamans ;  Porte-fcxuUa  ; 
Porte-cedulcs :  Orloge  de  table:  Porte-crayons  d'argent:  Estuits  d  curs  dents 
dPargent  a  graver  cachets:  Curs-dents  tfor,  a" argent  et  fader;  Tabattierts  de 
differentesf aeons;  et  quantity  d'autres  petits  bijour,  enrichisd'or  et  Sargent. 

Etensa  chambre  ruedela  Pelletrie,  pres  de  Saint  Barthelemy,  Q&Uya  pareiUts 
de  sortts  de  Marchandises. 


^ 


FIFTH  DAY.  71 

Philemok.  Cease  such  cutting  reproaches.  Remember 
Corrozet,*  and  then  for  Colinaeus  and  Co. 

Lysander.  My  memory  happens  to  be  somewhat  trea- 
cherous, just  now,  respecting  Corrozet ;  but  in  lieu  of  him, 
and  of  his  device,  do  pray  cast  a  quick  and  approving  eye 
upon  the  pretty  Greyhounds  of  Damian  Higman  !..  a  de- 
scendant of  one  in  the  distinguished  firm  of  Higman,  Hopyl, 
and  Co.  of  whom  you  may  remember  some  notice  was  taken 

•  Remember  CorroteL]  I  will  endeavour  here  to  supply  the  treacherous 
memory  of  Lysander ;  particularly  as,  in  vol,  L  p.  256-7,  a  sort  of  promise  b 
held  oat  to  say  a  word  or  two  about  this  said  Gilles  Corrode*  Maittaire  has 
enriched  pages  125,  6,  7,  of  the  third  volume  of  his  invaluable  Typographical 
Annals,  with  a  few  particulars*  selected  from  Du  Verdier,  La  Croix  du  Maine, 
La  Caille,  and  Simler,  respecting  this  ingenious  publisher  and  printer;  nor  am  I 
sure,  from  the  catalogue  displayed  by  him  of  a  few  of  the  rarer  pieces  of  Corroset, 
that  a  curious  collector  can  do  better  than  look  sharply  out  for  clean  copies  of 
these  said  *  rich  and  rare*  pieces.  Corroset  was  born  at  Paris  in  1516,  and  died 
there  in  1568.  He  had  from  infancy  *  an  excellent  judgment  and  marvellous 
understanding/  says  Du  Verdier-—1  being  versed  in  the  Latin,  Italian,  and 
Spanish  languages.'  He  was  the  author  also  of  several  poetical  pieces,  both  as 
translations  and  original  compositions.  A  numerous  family  bewailed  the  loss  of 
mis  excellent  and  ingenious  man ;  of  whom  I  am  well  persuaded  an  amusing 
volume  of  Aw  a  might  be  collected.    Sigh,  moralising  reader,  as  thou  dost  peruse 

THE  EPITAPHS  OP  CoRROZET  AND  HIS  WlFS: 

Heu  !  Heu  I  Corrozete,  iaceo :  car  Numma  turnout, 

Donee  terra  rotam  prqferat  itta  tuam. 
Scilicet  inuidcai,  nee  parcat,ftrrca  Clothe : 

Pcrmanet  in  tcriptit  gloria  utua  ouu. 

Van  mil  cinq  cent  urixantc-huk, 
A  cinq  heuret  deuant  minuit, 
Deceda  Gilles  Corrozet: 
Aag6  de  cinquante-kuit  ant, 
Qui  Ltbraire  Hoit  en  ton  tempt. 
Son  corpt  repooe  en  ce  Ucu-cy; 
A  tame  Dieu  fosse  mercy. 

Cy  deuant  repooe  U  corpt  de  Marie  Harrlle,  iadit 
Femme  de  Gilles  Corrozet,  laqueUe  deceda  le  quw 
triemeiomaeMayl56*.p~l*dUemioeTia^ 
todenPmrodu. 
(lsUtmre,  by  a  strange  mistake,  makes  the  soul  to  rest '  at  Pari* .") 


i 
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in  the  earlier  part  of  this  Day's  discussion.    I  own  these 
greyhounds  are  great  favourites  of  mine. 


The  Device  of  Dam i an  Higjian. 

Lisahdo.  'Tin  vastly  pretty — but  we  are  impatient  for 
old  Harry  Stephen  and  his  descendants. 

Lysandeh.  I  begin  to  be  nervous  about  the  result,  at 
your  expectations  appear  to  be  so  ardently  raised :  yet  where- 
fore should  I  fear  P  Maittaire  holds  out  a  lamp*  to  light  me 

*  Mnfbnre  haldi  out  a  lamp.}   He  in  fict  holds  out  too  lumps,  or  beacons,  for 
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across  this  bibliographical  Hellespont — and  as  the  winds  seem 
hushed,  and  the  waves  are  in  gentle  motion,  I  plunge  in  with- 
out fear  or  dismay.  To  drop  all  metaphorical  flourishing. 
Know,  that  towards  the  end  of  the  xvth  century,  Henry 
Stephen  the  Elder,  (father  of  the  renowned  family 
which  bears  his  name  •)  printed  in  conjunction  with  Wolf* 

this  HeUespontk  effort.  The  first  is,  the  Life  ofColnueus  ia  his  <  Historia  Typo- 
graphorum  aliquot  Parmensium  Vitas  et  Libros  Compkctens,*  1717, 8vo.  (of  which 
a  choke  copy,  upon  large  paper,  clad  in  dark  green  morocco  by  that  Coryphaeus 
of  hook-binders,  Mr.  C.  Lewis,  has  long  adorned  my  bibliographical  cabinet,  and 
cheered  many  a  moment  of  ennui)  and  his  '  Stephanorum  Historia,  Vitas  ipsorum 
at  Hbras  complecttns,'  1709,  8vo. — His  second  lamp  shines  with  almost  equal 
radiance  and  interest  in  his  Armal.  Typog.  vol.  ii.  p.  395,  ore.  wherein  '  many 
things  (observes  be;  either  partially,  or  incorrectly,  or  not  at  all  before  known, 
are  corrected  and  enlarged/  I  consider  the  preliminary  note,  (p.  395)  in  which 
Maittaire  replies  to  an  attack  made  upon  his  previous  labours  by  an  author  in 
die  '  Lettres  Choisies  de  Mr.  Boyle  aver,  des  remarques,'  1714,  8vo.Kas  a  piece  of 
elegant  and  most  successful  composition ;  breathing  a  spirit  equally  remarkable  for 
its  manliness  and  modesty.  There  was  however  no  occasion  for  Maittaire  (like 
another  Teucer  under  the  full-orbed  shield  of  Ajax)  to  shelter  himself  behind  the 
*gis  of  Le  Long,  or  of  Prosper  Marchand ;  as  his  own  works,  whether  classical 
or  bibliographical,  are  an  ornament  to  his  country,  and  a  monument  of  imperish- 
able reputation  to  his  name. 

Almeloveen's  work  entitled  ('  De  Vitis  Stephanorum  Celebrhim  Typographorum 
Vusertatio  Epistolica')  was  published  in  a  small  and  neatly  printed  duodecimo 
volume  at  Amsterdam,  in  1683— dedicated  to  the  famous  Graevius.  It  is  a 
spirited  and  interesting  manual  of  the  biographies  (if  the  Stephens,  with  short 
catalogues  of  the  books  printed  by  them ;  but  much  inferior,  both  in  import- 
ance and  extent  of  matter,  to  the  subsequent  work  of  Maittaire.  Almeloveen 
was  a  distinguished  physician,  at  Amsterdam ;  and  it  is  pleasing  to  hear  a  man, 
of  his  occupations  and  pursuits,  talk— as  he  does,,  in  the  commencement  of  his 
epistolary  dedication— of '  devoting  his  winter  holidays  to  the  amusement  afforded 
htm  by  his  library,  whilst  others  are  indulging  themselves  in  gaieties,  festi- 
vities, and  useless  pleasures  and  expenses.'  A  pithy  and  potent  panegyric  of  the 
elder  Robert  Stephen,  by  Scevolas  Sammarthanus,  happening  to  catch  the 
inquisitive  eye  of  Dr.  Almeloveen,  he  resolved  upon  the  composition  of  hit 
'  Dissertatio  Epistolka ;'  in  which  are  many  gossipping  and  amusing  passages, 
and  for  which,  with  Menage,  he  may  receive  our  best  thanks. 

•  the  father  of  the  renowned  family  which  hears  his  name.]  Henry  Stephen 
may  justly  be  so  designated.  Maittaire  says  that  he  began  to  print  in  1503  with 
Wolfgang  Hopyl;  but  Panzer  has  favoured  us  with  the  title  of  a  work  ('  Jacobi 
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gang  Hopyl ;  and  quite  at  the  opening  of  the  xvith  century* 
he  appears  to  have  commenced  business  on  his  own  account. 
He  probably  took  an  early  aversion  to  the  black  letter,  as 
his  books  are  generally  executed  in  the  roman  character. 
There  is  a  quiet  sober  effect  about  his  printing  which 
reminds  us  of  the  Basil  books— which  Gourmont  imitated 
but  feebly,  and  which  Colinaeus,  and  Robert  and  Henry 
Stephen  (the  Son  and  Grandson  of  the  first  Henry)  im- 
proved upon,  and  carried  nearly  to  perfection.  It  is  singular 
that  Maittaire  should  have  never  met  with  old  Henry's  device. 
It  is,  to  be  sure,  very  barbarous,  and  wholly  unworthy  of 

Fabri  Stapulensis  Artificial]*  Introductio  moralis  in  decern  libros  Ethicorum 
Aristotelis)  of  the  date  of  1496,  in  which  the  joist  Dames  of  Hopyl  and  H. 
Stephen  appear.    Atmal.  Typog.  vol.  ii.  p.  312,  no.  379 ;  and  Maittaire's  AtmaL 
Topograph,  vol.  ii.  p.  87.     In  bis  VxUt  Stephanorum,  Maittaire  assigns  the  date 
of  1503  as  the  earliest  of  that  in  the  Stephanine  series.    In  this  latter  work, 
p.  7,  be  admits  that  '  of  the  birth  and  education  of  the  first  H.  Stephen, 
nothiug  is  known  with  certainty.*   It  remains  only  to  observe,  that  Stephen 
continued  to  employ,  or  to  work  in  unison  with,  many  celebrated  printers,  as 
well  as  to  print  by  himself,  till  the  year  1521,  when  he  died,  and  was  succeeded 
in  his  business  by  Colinaeus,  who  shortly  after  married  bis  widow.    Stephen  used 
the  golhic  type  in  conjunction  with  Hopyl,  but  rarely  on  bis  own  account.    His 
roman  type  is  justly  said  by  Maittaire  to  be  '  not  inelegant'  It  is  full-faced,  and 
extremely  legible,  varied  occasionally  with  red  ink,  and  enriched  with  whimsical 
capital  initials.    His  Greek  type  is  of  rare  occurrence.    Some  lines  of  it  appear, 
according  to  Maittaire,  (Armal.  Typog.  vol.  ii.  p.  88,  note  (e)  m  the  Meruit  of 
Aristotle,  of  1505,  in  the  Politics  of  the  same  author,  1506,  and  more  frequently 
in  the  well  known  and  well-printed  Psakerium  Quincupla  of  1509 ;  yet  very  inac- 
curately, and  destitute  of  accents  and  breathings.  In  the  *  De  Curationc  Grecarum 
Affectionum  #c.  Theodorcti  Cyrensis,  1519,  folio,  there  are  yet  more  numerous 
Greek  passages,  and  in  every  respect  more  correctly  executed.  Ibid,  and  see 
p.  328,  note  (e).    It  is  extraordinary  that  Maittaire  should  have  never  met  with 
the  device  exclusively  belonging  to  the  elder  H.  Stephen;  as  l>e  says,  in  a 
note,  at  p.  87,  that  *  Stephen  always  borrowed  the  Rabbits  of  Colinaeus;'  and,  in 
the  text,  that '  he  had  no  device  of  his  own.'   Indeed  the  work  from  which  the 
above  mc-simile  is  taken  (Pauli  JEgmeUc  Preccpta  sakubria  Guilielmo  Capo  Basitiensi 
mterprcte,  1510,  4to.)  has  wholly  escaped  him.    The  device  is  seen  at  the  end  of 
the  book ;   which  has  a  well-ornamented  frontispiece  (a  full  length  of  Saint 
Stephen)  and  some  pretty  capital  initials,  with  a  fair  sprinkle  of  red  printing. 
In  the  collection  of  Earl  Spencer. 
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it  had  preceded  it  among  his  typographical  bretheren : 
a  yon  may  judge  from  the  following  fac-simile  of  it. 


The  Device  of  Henky  Stephen  the  Elder. 

This  worthy  character — the  fountain-heat!  of  a  race  which 
has  watered  the  literary  republic  with  so  many  beauteous 
and  bountiful  streams — was  succeeded  in  his  business  by 
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Simon  de  Colines;  (or  Simon Colinjius,*)  whom  Maittaire 
designates  as  *  an  active  partner '  with  Stephen  while  he  was 
living.   Thi%  event  took  place  probably  in  the  year  1520,  or 

*  Simon  de  Colines,  or  Simon  Colinatu.]  Colixueus  began  to  print  in  1519-20,  in 
oonjnction  *  with  Henry  Stephen j  and  continued  lib  distinguished  career  till 
1546,  when  he  is  supposed  to  have  died.  In  1550  his  heirs  succeeded  to  his 
business.  '  There  was  none  of  the  liberal  Arts  or  Sciences,  (observes  Maittaire) 
no  man  eminent  for  his  erudition  at  that  time,  but  what  appeared  still  more 
advantageously  from  the  press  of  Colhuras.'  '  His  office  (adds  the  same  typo* 
graphical  critic)  abounded  with  all  sorts  of  well-cut  founts  of  letter— French, 
Latin,  Greek,  Hebrew,  and  even  Chaldaic*  Annal.  Typog.  vol.  ii.  p.  400.  His 
Greek  books  are  few  in  number;  only  eight— concerning  which  consult  Mr. 
Beloe*s  Anecdotes  of  Literature,  6rc.  vol.  v.  p.  185-8.  Of  these,  the  most  distin- 
guished are  the  Aristophanes  of  1528  (containing  $  pages  of  errata)  and  the 
New  Testament  of  1534.  See  the  Introd.  to  the  Classics,  vol.  L  p.  65-4.  Mr. 
Beloe  doubts  about  the  '  Galenas  ad  Patrophilum,*  Gr.  without  date,  given  in 
the  work  last  referred  to,  upon  the  authority  of  Mr.  Wodhul.  He  supposes, 
from  Maittaire's  Life  of  Colinams,  that  all  the  Opuscula  of  Galen  were  Latin 
versions;  but  in  the  Annal.  Typog.  vol.  ii.  p.  400,  note  (f)  the  *  Galeni  Qusd. 
Opusc.'  of  1529,  and  1530,  are  placed  among  the  Greek  Books.  I  do  not  con- 
sider Colinaeus  to  have  been  happy  in  the  choice  of  his  Greek  character  }  which, 
at  'first  also,  (to  speak  plainly)  was  most  miserably  ill  printed  :  — '  mendose  et 
confuse,'  is  Maittaire's  emphatic  condemnation  :  yet  the  type  itself  he  pronounces 
to  be  '  neat'  A  specimen  of  his  Hebraic  and  Chaldaic  characters  may  be  seen 
in  the  '  Catalogus  Hebrsorum  et  Cbaldseorura  Nominum'  subjoined  to  his 
edition  of  the  Latin  Vulgate  Bible  of  1541 :  Annal.  Typog.  ii.  p.  400 — so  that 
Maittaire  was  wrong,  in  his  Life  of  Colinaeus,  (p.  13)  in  saying  that  he  printed 
only  a  very  few  lines  of  Hebrew  in  the  Colloquies  of  Erasmus. 

The  paper  of  Colineus  is  justly  praised  by  Maittaire,  for  its '  purity  and 

strength  '—  for  being  '  comfortable  to  the  eye,  and  for  preserving  copies  by  its 

durability.'  '  Hoc  est,  (says  he,  in  continuation— and  I  will  not  mar  such  a 

thoroughly  conceived  and  executed  bihlioroaniacal  passage  by  translation)  curtanti 

cum  voluptate  derairemur  codices  illos  antiquissimos  Spine  et  Vindelini,  Conradi 

Sweynheym  et  Arnoldi  Pannartz,  ac  Nicolai  Jenson  nunquam  satis  laudati ;  (hear, 

bear !)  qui  annis  supra  binas  centuries  quinquaginta  adhuc  superstites  vinennt, 

quicquid  nostra  hoc  aevo  jactamus  in  typographic  ptilcherrimum :   neutiquam 

corrupti,  aut  quavis  senectutis  nota  rugave  deformati,  sed  primtevo  suae  impres- 

sionis  cultu,  intacto  characterum  nitore,  intaminata  charts,  et  integra  marginum 

amplitudine  spectabiles.'   Vit.  Sim.  CoUnei,  p.  8.    Again  I  say, '  hear,  hear !' 

Maittaire  then  speaks  of  the  apposite  ornamental  title-pages  of  Colinseus's  books ; 

especially  of  the  Clictoveus.  (1520),  Galen,  (1530),  and  Fernelius,  (1536). 

Many  more  might  be  added.  The  specimen  adduced  by  Lysander,  at  p.  81,  post, 

is  taken  from  '  it  Britannus  AtrebatensU  de  ParshnoniA,'  1532,  8vo. ;  a  thin  octavo 
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1521,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Stephen  in  the  latter  year. 
Cohnaeus  evinced  a  more  than  ordinary  sympathy  towards 
the  afflicted  widow  of  his  partner ;  for  after  the  usual  time 
of  mourning  had  passed,  he  offered  her  his  hand  and  his 
heart — as  well  as  a  participation  of  the  profits  arising  from 
the  uses  of  the  puncheon  and  the  matrix.  I  own  I  am  not 
a  little  partial  to  the  typographical  feats  of  Colinseus.  He 
had  not,  I  grant  you,  all  the  splendour,  variety,  and  learning 
of  his  son-in-law,  and  more  especially  of  the  son  of  that  son- 
in-law,  Henry  Stephen  the  Younger— as  he  is  usually 
called — but  I  consider  him  to  have  possessed  a  pure  and 
well-cultivated  taste,  as  well  in  the  works  which  he  published, 
as  in  the  embellishments  with  which  those  works  are  adorned. 


of  40  pages,  (lately  purchased  by  me  for  10s.,  bat  originally  published  at  8 
deniers)  now  in  Lord  Spencer's  library.  Colmeus's  dotted  ground  capital  initials 
are  rery  soft  and  pleasing  to  the  eye ;  as  may  be  seen  from  some  specimens 
given  in  the  '  Preliminary  Disquisition  on  Early  Engraving  and  Ornamental 
Printing, '  p.  xl.  prefixed  to  tile  first  vol.  of  my  Typog.  Antiq.  of  Great  Britain. 
Colinssns  is  not  the  inventor  of  the  italic  type  in  France ;  however  Maittaire 
may  think  that  character,  as  used  by  him, '  fatter  and  fairer '  than  the  Aldine. 
See  Annul.  Typog.  vol.  il  p.  401-3 :  and  vol.  i.  p.  92,  ante ;  where  tie  honour 
of  having  first  introduced  such  type  into  Prance  appears  unequivocally  to  belong 
to  Thislman  Kebveb. 

Of  his  Devices,  the  earliest  and  rarest  is  that  of  the  Three  Rabbits,  as  given  by 
Lysander  at  p.  79.  I  find  it  in  the  •  De  Memarab.  et  CUtr.  Mulier.'  &c  of  15*1, 
4to.  in  the  possession  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  in  the  Boetii  Aritkmetica 
of  15ft ,  4to.  belonging  to  Mr.  Wodhul.  Sometimes  these  Babbits,  of  a  smaller 
size,  are  made  to  support  a  shield,  upon  which  are  the  initials  of  the  printer's 
name— without  foliage,  and  with  a  less  pleasing  effect.  The  device  of  Time  is 
the  usual  one  of  Colinseus,  above  varied.  Yet,  occasionally,  as  in  the  Hippocrates 
of  1534,  folio,  and  perhaps  many  others,  he  used  a  more  formidable  figure  of 
Time,  nearly  5  inches  in  height,  with  the  motto  of  the  second  one  above  given. 
This  gigantic  figure,  with  the  same  motto,  was  also  used  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  as  I  find  it  in  the  title-page  of  Nautonnier's  Mecometric  de  L'Eymant, 
1604,  folio.  The  device  of  Tune  was  indeed  used  by  a  multiplicity  of  printers, 
and  I  am  not  sure  that  Colinseus  has  the  merit  of  having  first  adopted  it — as 
Michicl  ns  Hooch st rate  certainly  introduced  it  at  Antwerp  in  1530,  in  his 
*  V entree  de  la  trenacre  Masest*  Imperialefaicte  en  la  Ville  de  Autbourg  le  xv.  de 
Ju'mg  Van  k.  d.  xxx,  <Ja  avee  la  belle  et  denote  yroceuionfaicte  lendemarn.  x vi. 
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His  title-pages,  his  press- work,  the  choice  of  his  letter,  both 
roman  and  italic,  all  bespeak  the  superior  talents  of  the  man 
who  adopted  them;  and  I  really  think  that  in  the  publi- 
cations of  Coluweus  we  have  the  first  examples  of  what  may 
be  fairly  called  Classical  Peihting  at  Paris.  But  I  see 
you  are  impatient  for  his  devices.    Take,  first,  the  rarest  of 


wr  <h>  diet  mat.    En  iaoucUe  ss 
dr.  eAyre  bUmcht,'  4to.  (in  the  c 


ate  Imprrialt  a  true  Hue  potioit  «  Wrcfe 
u  collection  of  Mr.  Tjuig)  in  tbe  fbilowng 


It  remains  only  to  add  that  the  '  Golden  in'nii  tort  of  bmjer-device  of 
CoUnasus.  Maittaire  has  given  a  fac-timlle  of  the  abore  Three  RabHU,  and  of  the 
second  figure  of  Tow;  but  eKh  upon  copper — ind,  necessarily,  of  not  so  stric* 
a  resemblance  to  the  originals  ai  tbe  abore  are  presumed  to  be.  The  prices  lor 
which  many  of  Colnueus'i  books  were  originally  mid,  may  be  seen  in  Maittaire"! 
AmuL  Tijpcg,  vol.  iii.  p.  147-304  : — '  lectori  ftXofilfikw  tdeo  Don  ingratum  fare 
aiMtror' — Matrbure  rightly  premise* — and  so,  pricBl^atalogue-lorbg  reader, 
reter- ,  en  boa  pi,  srery  few  mm  plea  of  these  said  prices: 
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them — the  Thret  Rabbits ;  and  secondly,  the  varieties  of 
his  Time  ;  premising  that  a  much  mote  gigantic  figure  of 
the  same  allegorical  personage  is  oftentimes  seen  in  the 
title-pages  of  Colinams. 


Vetru  Tatamcntum,  minori  form*, 
Norum  Tratamen  tnm,  miuari  fbnai, 
Bune  id   dmud   RtHoamitn,  majori  : 


I»ccnrd  At  U  Langiic  Francois*  nee  la  I*iine,  par 
lequel  k  nooncitni  le  mojea  Ar  hiea  ortianaer  et 
composer  too)  rooti,  ...  1540,  810. 

Gnecanini  Institiilionom  liVJII  *i  C.Giranlo  Aurtmrr,  1541,  4to. 
Urn  Bedutotfm  i  Vwgt  it  Charlnt. 
Ileures  petitca,  -  -  -  1 

Heuree  groi  Inict,  -  -  -  1     3 

Brcriarira,  6 

ProceMionniira,  4 

M«k1x  pctiti  •  if 

Menalxpaai  -  fS 

Gimdadt,  35 
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As  we  have  said  go  much  about  his  title-pages,  suppose 
I  select  the  following — illustrative  at  once  of  prettiness 
and  tastefulnesB  of  effect.  You  will  see  also,  in  the  bottom 
compartment,  another  of  Colinecus's  device*— namely,  The 
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Golden  Sun.  I  choose  to  fill  up  the  apace,  with  ijobricated 
title ;  preserving  the  order  in  which  the  original  lines  are 
placed.   Would  that  such  a  work  existed ! 


M1 


I 


Lisasdo.  '  Amen,  with  all  my  heart.*  Is  it  too  extra- 
vagant to  suppose  that  such  a  composition  was  ever  at- 
tempted? 
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Lysandke.  I  fear  so.  But  prepare  now  for  the  remainder 
of  the  Stephanine  Family*  And  first  for  the  illustrious 
Robert,  son  of  the  Henry  whom  we  have  discoursed  of,* 

*  the  illuttrum*  Robert,  mm  of  the  Henry  whom  we  have  discoursed  of]  Instead 
of  a  hasty  and  sketchy  note,  a  closely-printed  centenary  of  pages  should  he 
devoted  to  the  '  life,  Character,  and  Behaviour/  of  the  truly  '  illustrious 
Roberto*  Stephanub,  Robebt  Etienne,  or  Robebt  Stephen — take  ham 
under  which  name  you  please,  gallant  reader  I  First,  we  will  say  he  was  horn  in 
1503 ;  and  up  to  his  nineteenth  year  (154 t),  from  his  own  confession,  he  was  a 
corrector  in  the  printing  office  of  his  father-in-law :  see  the  conclusive  note  (d) 
in  Maittaire's  Annul  Typog.  voL  ft.  p.  403.  In  1526  he  commenced  business  on 
his  own  account ;  and  pursued  bis  typographical  career,  till  his  death  in  1599, 
with  equal  glory  to  himself,  to  his  profession,  and  to  his  country.  It  is  difficult  to 
say  whether  be  was  more  gratified  by  his  monarch's  coming  to  inspect  his  office, 
and  by  his  waiting  till  he  had  corrected  a  proof,  or  by  receiving  the  porainetioal 
dedication  of  Conrad  Gesner  (prefixed  to  the  vth  hook  of  his  Pandects),  in  which 
he  is  called  <  among  booksellers  and  printers  like  the  sun  amidst  the  stars.'  See 
the  rapturous  address  of  old  Conrad  Gesner,  as  judiciously  extracted  by  Maittaire, 
vol.  iL  p.  445.  We  may  here  however,  for  three  seconds  only,  touch  upon  a  some- 
what *  tender  strain.'  About  the  time  of  his  setting  up  business  for  himself,  Robert 
seems  to  have  cast  an  anxious  eye  around  him  for  some  fair  daughter '  among 
the  sons  of  men,'  who  might  partake  of  his  cares,  of  his  profits,  and  lib  reputa- 
tion— and  who  should  such  fair  object  be,  but  a  nymph, '  night*  Petronxlla, 
the  daughter  of  Ionocus  Badius  Ascensius? — a  scholar  and  printer  of 
established  eminence  at  Lyons,  formerly  of  Paris— and  of  whom,  in  the  subse- 
quent pages,  something  shall  be  said.  Maittaire  designates  the  gentle  PetrouUla 
as  '  uxor  litterata  conjuge  litterato  digna.'  In  15*8  the  xar-4amed  Henkt 
Stephen  appeared  as  the  fruit  of  this  *  learned*  union. 

Search,  pains-taking  reader,  the  copious  pages  of  Maittaire  for  a  list  of  the  maoy- 
tongued  volumes  which  have  immortalised  the  press  of  the  said  Robert  Stephen. 
Hebrew,  Greek,  Latin,  and  French— in  all  classes  and  departments— you  ba^e 
every  thing,  from  such  a  source,  in  the  fullest  possible  state  of  perfection.  Search 
too  the  Notice*,  <£*-  de*  MSS.  de  la  BibL  du  Aoi,vol.  i.  p.  lxxxv.  for  an  account  of  tie 
Royal  Foundery  of  Greek  types,  under  Francis  I.,  with  which  Stephen's  Greek 
books,  and  especially  his  New  Testament  of  1550,  were  executed :  Stephen  himself 
having  been  made  'Kingt  Printer'  in  1546.  It  is  impossible  to  particularise  every 
beautiful  work,  in  every  department,  put  forth  by  that  illustrious  printer ;  but  I 
cannot  easily  forget  the  emotions  of  delight,  and  of  absolute  astonishment,  with 
which  I  viewed  bis  Latin  Bible  of  1540,  in  folio,  upon  vellum,  in  the  Auctarium 
of  the  Bodleian  library—and  the  binding,  too,  of  that  ponderous  and  ample 
tome— antique,  rich,  and  appropriate !  Upon  the  whole,  I  am  not  sure  if  this  be 
not  the  finest— to  speak  safely,  I  will  positively  say  one  of  the  finest — vellum 
books  in  the  world !  I  leave  Maittaire  to  fight  Stephen's  battles  of  orthodoxy 
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and  the  corrector  of  the  press  of  his  father-in-law  at  the 
early  age  of  nineteen.  He  carried  the  typographical  repu- 
tation of  his  country  at  once  to  its  topmost  pitch.  There 
was  scarcely  any  department  of  printing  in  which  he  did 
not  excel,  as  much  in  correctness  as  in  beauty.  Hebrew, 
Greek,  Latin,  and  French,  his  zeal,  his  learning,  his  unre- 
mitting, unwearied,  application  produced  specimens  of  au- 
thors, in  each  of  these  languages,  which  charmed  and  asto- 
nished his  countrymen,  and  which  spread  his  reputation 
throughout  the  whole  literary  Republic    Equally  caressed 

with  the  Sorbonne  Doctors,  (vol.  n.  p.  452-8)  and  the  same  writer  to  supply  the 
reader  with  poetical  attestations  of  the  same  printer's  extraordinary  talents* 
Examine  also  the  enlarged  catalogue  of  Book*  published  in  the  Office  of  the  Stephens, 
as  given  by  Mailtairc,  voL  ii.  p.  463-542 ,  from  original  catalogues,  with  the 
prices  tulgow&-.'  Hujusmodi  Catalog!  (Maittaire  rightly  observes)  rarissimi  qui- 
dem  nunc  occurrunt,  nee  nisi  ingenti  preuo  redimuntur.'  We  may,  however,  assent 
to  the  troth  of  Almeloveen's  remark,  that, '  ft  is  surprising  that  R.  Stephen  never 
makes  mention,  in  his  writings,  of  his  father ;  as  he  was  of  an  age  to  know  him, 
to  converse  with  him,  and  to  receive  from  him  his  instructions  respecting  his  own 
coarse  of  life  and  study/  Diss,  de  Vit.  Steph.  p.  14.  The  curious  reader  may 
probably  expect  an  account  Of  the  robbery  of  the  royal  matrices  and  puncheons,  and 
of  their  conveyance  to  Geneva,  of  which  our  Robert  stands  accused ;  but  such  a 
subject  is  better  fitted  for  the  express  biography  of  the  printer.  Bead,  however, 
the  pungent  notes  (B)  and  (C)  in  Chaufepie*$  Suppl.  to  Boyle,  vol  ii.  pt  Hi. 
p.  49 :  wherein  the  deposition  of  Le  Clerc  is  very  strong  in  favour  of  such  an 
inference  and  Le  Clerc  speaks  from  the  testimony  of  his  grandfather,  to  whom 
the  puncheons  were  engaged  by  Henry,  the  son  of  Robert  Stephen.  It  is 
certain  that  these  types  were  not  redeemed  till  the  time  of  Louis  XIIL  in  1619. 
Chevillier  and  Maittaire  are  worth  consulting  upon  the  subject ;  but  we  must  not 
believe  Baillet  in  considering  the  robbery  as^a  mere  fiction — nor  in  supposing  that 
Robert  Stephen  was  hung  in  effigy  at  Paris,  on  account  of  it  Jugemens  des 
Savons,  vol.  i.  pt.  ii.  p.  22,  edit  1725.  He  was  hung  in  effigy  on  account  of  his 
supposed  heresy,  when  he  quitted  Paris  for  Geneva  in  1551,  and  where  he  died 
in  1559.  The  Sorbonne  bickerings  and  heart-burnings  have  long  lain  quietly  at 
rest  The  productions  of  Stephen,  on  the  contrary,  only  increase  in  estimation 
with  an  increase  of  years. 

Let  us  now  say  a  few  words  about  the  Devices  of  Robert  Stephen.  The  one, 
first  above  given,  was  his  earliest.  The  second  gives  us  the  man  under  the  tree ; 
but  of  these  there  were  at  least  two—one  of  them  being  of  considerable  dimen- 
sions, namely,  nearly  seven  inches  and  a  half  in  height— and  necessarily  attachd 

VOL.  XL  a 
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by  his  sovereign,  and  admired  by  the  great  scholars  and 
critics  of  the  day,  Robert  Stephen  may  be  considered 
as  among  the  most  splendid  characters — *  take  him  for  all  in 
al]  '__0f  the  period  in  which  he  lived  His  physiognomy,  as 
given  by  Maittaire  in  the  second  volume  of  his  Typogra- 
phical Annals,  is  perhaps  a  little  caricatured ;  but  I  love  to 
gaze  upon  his  long  nose  and  flowing  beard — full  of  cha- 

to  his  folios.  I  am  not  sure  whether  our  first  Robert  did,  or  did  not,  use  the 
device  which  I  have  given  as  that  of  his  son  Robert ;  and  which  also  the  elder 
son  Henry  used.  There  are  several  varieties  of  these  smaller  devices.  Hie 
Twisted  Snake  appears  on  a  larger  scale  in  the  Greek  Testament  of  1550,  and 
in  other  works.  It  was  also  used  by  Turvebus,  as  well  as  by  Charles 
Stephen.  The  Portrait  ofR.  Stephen,  given  by  Maittaire  in  his  life  and  annals 
of  that  printer,  appeared  first  in  the  lames  of  Besa,  (see  vol  i.  p.  279)  but 
there  are  copies  of  that  work  in  which  it  is  omitted.  It  was  afterwards  most 
barbarously  introduced  in  the  biography  of  Almeloveen ;  in  the  form  of  a  bust.  I 
cannot  at  this  moment  recollect  where  the  original  is  deposited  from  which  these 
copies  (certainly  somewhat  caricatured,  as  Lysander  intimates)  were  taken ;  and 
shall  now  only  draw  a  silken  curtain  over  it,  trusting  that  the  fame  of  the 
original  will  live  'for  aye.1  Let  me  however  request  two  further  minutes  of 
the  reader's  attention  to  an  impromptu  of  Marguerite  of  Navarre,  with  the 
response  of  our  well  beloved  Robert  thereto— upon  the  former's  visiting  the 
printing  office  of  Stephen.  This  pleasant  jeu  d'esprit  appears  to  have  escaped 
Maittaire,  and  the  French  bibliographers ;  but  it  is  found  in  the  [Additions  aux] 
Memoires  de  Castelnau,  vol.  i.  p.  858,  edit  17S1. 

The  Queen  or  Navarre's  Verses. 

Art  shigulier,  dTey  aux  deruiers  ansf 
Representee  aux  enfans  de  ma  race, 
Que  j'ay  survy  de  craignans-Dieu  la  trace; 
Ann  qulis  soient  les  mesmes  pas  somas. 

The  Reply  or  Robert  Stephen. 
('  Au  Norn  de  Clmprimerk1) 
Prxncesse  que  le  Ciel  de  grace  favorise, 
A  qui  les  craignans-Dieu  souhaitent  tout  bonheur, 
A  qui  les  grands  esprit*  ont  donn6  tout  honneur, 
Pour  avoir  doctement  la  science  oonquise. 

S11  est  vray  que  du  temps  la  plus  brave  entreprise, 
Au  devant  des  vertus  abaisse  sa  grandeur, 
S*il  est  vray  que  les  ans  n'offusquent  la  splendear. 
Qui  fait  rave  par  tout  les  enfant  de  1'EgKse. 
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Meter,  of  veneration,  and  respect !  His  device  and  motto, 
indicative  of  checking  too  presumptuous  a  spirit  of  enquiry, 
•leas  follow: 
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Stephen  used  also  a  twitted  Snake ;  and  this,  aa  well 
as  the  preceding,  was  imitated  or  borrowed  by  the  other 
branches  of  his  family.  The  following  specimen  of  it,  from 
the  Greek  Appian  of  Chakles  Stephen,  may  afford  some 
idea  of  the  taste  of  such  a  decoration. 


From  Robert,  let  us  proceed  to  his  son  Heme? — the  most 

Le  Ciel,  lea  cruignanj-Dieu,  el  In  homme*  tfiTwu, 
He  feront  raconter  iu  people*  inrriTanj 
Voa  gracei  et  tontre  tear,  tt  looange  notuirr. 

El  pait  que  tm  vertiu  ne  peuveii I  prendre  fin, 
Par  tou  je  denteunay  vrrante,  i  cette  fin 
Qu'bui  peuplrs  £  venir  j'en  porte  U  memoire. 
Note;  thii impromptu  and  reply  He  said  to  h»»e  taken  place  on  the  list  of 
May,  1566:  if  10,  they  mut  lave  related  to  Robert  Stephen  the  younger ; 
bat  it  must  be   remembered,  according  to  Menage,  that  the  father  lined  war 
Marguerite,  and  that  both  the  floe  and  the  other  favoured  the  HagODOt  party : 
■nhereaj  Robert,  the  ton,  iu  a  decided  Roman  Catholic. 
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distinguished  of  all  who  bore  his  name;  •  a  man  of  such  pro- 
<£gk>us  learning  and  perseverance,  as  to  leave  us  in  astonish- 
ment how  he  could  have  combined  the  incessant  cares  and 


*  haumUn**Tfthe  mo*tdi*i*guuk«i<faUwtoborthunamt.]  If  it  wow 
ever  my  good  fortune  to  be  •  Muter  of  a  Mhit'  which  should  produce  a  surplusage 
of  wealth  (for  Baron  Comyns,  in  his  Digest,  vol.  ▼.  p.  586,  tells  us  that  <  sur- 
phoage  does  not  prejudice')  that  surplusage,  I  verily  believe,  should  be  devoted 
to  the  erection  and  exercise  of  a  Pmzss — which  should,  I  also  verily  believe, 
be  first  employed — not  in  rivalling  and  outshining  other  private  presses  of 
Modern  celebrity,  in  scarce  poetical  reprints,  which  '  the  elect*  only  can  duly 
read  and  appreciate— but  in  giving  a  more  general  currency  to  the  reputation 
of  the  Passa  of  th«  Stephens;  and.  in  these  StqAamme  AnmaU,  to  do  my 
utmost  in  nw  in  liiig  the  brows  of  Haver  the  Second— not  a  Ptantagenet,  but 
one  of  the  aforesaid '  Stephens* — with  a  wreath  that  might  gain  the  approbation 
even  of  the  Sktviytdm.  of  the  day !  (Maittaire,  vol.  n.  p.  400,  may  furnish  a  key 
fortheunJockingof  this '  submorose' auosion.)  As  it  is,  I  can  do  little  more  here 

('  Visions  of  glory  spare  my  aching  sight!') 

than  observe,  that  Henry  Stephen,  the  eloVst  son  of  Robert,  employ ed  bk  later 
youth,  and  the  earner  years  of  fab  inanfaood,  (see  Jtfsstt.  Vk.  Supk.  p.  fOS,  Ac) 
in  travelling  abroad ;  in  visiting  Ebraries ;  in  inhaling  and  imbibing,  with  eye* 
mop,  nostril,  and  every  pore  of  the  cuticle,  those  bibnonwniacal 
deeply  and  strongly,  hi  Iris  inmost  soul,  those  seeds  of 
ti  which,  by  a  proper  cultivation,  he  knew  would,  one  day ,  place  him 
at  the  very  head  of  his  honourable  profession.  The  venerable  Dn  Verdier  stops 
short,  in  his  glowing  eulogy  of  the  father,  (Robert)  to  except  the  son—'  none  of 
the  pruml  printers  (says  he)  have  equalled  Robert;  I  except  however  ha 
Henry.'  And  how  does  Theodore  Janson  ab  Ahacfoveen,  M.  D.  (I  ai 
anxious  as  the  Vknr  of  Wakefield  for  gmiig  folks  then- kll  and  doe  title*) 
inane  his  brief  biography  of  our  typographical  hero?  '  Henricos  Stephanas, 
scriptb  mis  oudkistiiub  aitra  Gmummmtm  ct  Imdm  aatiadmia,  {here  ioikmcth  u 

See  the  same  fife  prefixed  to  the  eb5tionof  RSwi>hen'sPawi^C«ra,4^  173T, 
flak,  in  8  vo. 

To  return  to  the  typographical  feats  of  this  erudite  hero.   In  1554  he  pnb- 
nahri  Jsmktot;  iiot  only  as  tike  first  fr 

of  the  Poet.  In  1556  came  forth  Iris  nwyiilirrnt  edition  of  the  GreA  Bertie 
Putin,  4*-*  •*  which  the  copy  in  the  Akborp  library  is  probably  the  must 
tfatdy  m  existence.  The  yean  157M  vritnemed  fab  Thammu  md  GUmmin  tf 
ike  Great  fsmgnagr,  completed  in  5  immense  folio  vnlmars     sHrirh, 

*  like  Aaron's  serpent,  swallows  up  the  rest' 
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attentions  of  his  business,  with  the  preparation  of  materials 
for  the  press.     He  was,  without  doubt,  not  only  the  most 

of  his  works  for  extent  of  erudition  and  immensity  of  labour.  His  Herodotus  (of 
1566),  Thycydidet  (of  1564),  Xenophon  (of  1561),  Diodorut  Siculus  (of  1559),  and 
Plutarch* s  Livet  (of  1572) — to  mention  no  more — are  at  once  existing  and  beautiful 
monuments  of  the  classical  taste  of  '  Henry,  the  son  of  Robert  Stephen.'  To 
the  bibliographer,  however,  his  '  Artit  Typographic  Querbnonia, '  1569, 4to.  and 
his '  Epistola  dt  turn  Typographic  Statu,'  flee.  (1569, 8vo.  each  reprinted  a  score  of 
times,  but  of  which  the  original  impressions  are  luckily  in  my  owu  cabinet)  are 
documents  too  interesting  not  to  be  noticed.  The  former  is  in  verse,  and  com- 
plains of  *  Illiterate  Printers,  by  reason  of  whom  the  Art  of  Printing  comes  into 
disgrace,'  There  are  numerous  '  Epitaphs  of  Printer*  *  subjoined ;  and  among 
them,  are  nine  upon  his  Father— indicative  at  once  of  his  affection  and  enthusiasm. 
In  his  episde  upon  the  '  State  of  his  own  press,'  he  takes  occasion  to  complain  of 
the  avarice,  as  well  as  of  the  ignorance,  of  printers—'  accedit  avaritia  (says  be)— 
malum  in  arte  typographic*  magis  quam  in  alia  vlla  formidandum.'  p.  57.*  A 
little  before,  he  speaks  in  a  very  gallant  and  liberal  spirit  of  his  own  liability  to 
the  commission  of  those  errors  which  he  reprobates  among  his  bretheren  : '  Absit 
enim  vt  sibi  quisquam  persuadeat,  ita  me  alioram  errata  proferre,  quasi  ipse  am 
OlWput£rifrof,  et  hominem  me  esse  non  meminerim,  id  est,  eum  cuius  sit  labi, 
errare,  nescire,  decipi.  Imd  verd  me  et  colloco  in  hoc  numero,  et  iam  nunc*  in 
meo  opere  esse  in  quibos  lapsum  me  exlstimem,  ingenue  fateor.'  p.  39.  To  this 
epistle  is  added  a  list  of  books  printed  in  his  office  up  to  the  period  of  its  publi- 
cation— *  of  which  (he  observes)  a  few  copies  yet  remain  on  hand.' 

Henry  Stephen,  like  his  father,  spent  a  great  part  of  the  latter  period  of  hit 
life  at  Geneva;  the  then  popular  resort  of  the  Calvinistk  or  Hugonot  party. 
His  style  of  composition  became  proportionably  severe  with  the  asperity  of  his 
opposition  to  the  Roman  Catholic  tenets;  and  Maittaire  regrets,  in  common  with 
every  sensible  reader,  that  these  religious  animosities  should  have  soured  the  dis- 
positions, and  interrupted  the  studies,  of  such  truly  eminent  characters.'  AmnmL 
Typog.  vol.  iii.  p.  483.  The  death  of  Henry  took  place,  in  his  70th  year,  at 
Lyons,  in  1598 ;  (in  1596,  according  to  Almeloveen)  and  be  may  be  said  to  have 
passed  from  this  world  in  a  Maze  of  glory — as  the  period  of  his  decease  wit 
irradiated  by  that  of  several  other  printers  of  nearly  equal  celebrity.  A  few 
months  before  he  died,  he  visited  his  son-in-law  Casaubon,  and  promised  him 
some  assistance  in  the  notes  for  his  Atheneus.  Justice  however  requires  that  we 
should  notice  the  charge  of  infidelity,  or  of  carelessness,  in  colktiug  MSS.  and 
adopting  texts,  which  Boclerus  and  Joseph  Scaliger  have  brought  against  this 
distinguished  printer ;  and  which  charge  his  son-in-law  Casaubon  has  endeavoured, 


•  Maittaire  seems  to  have  had  the  same  notion.  In  calling  upon  the  printers 
of  his  own  times  to  rival  those  of  antiquity,  he  is  led  to  observe—'  At  quotas 
quisque  omnium  nunc  invenietur  his  moribus,  qom  lucro  qusestuque,  non  pcritia 
et  literarum  studio,  cum  Ulis  vetcribus  contendat  ?'    Annul.  Typog.  vol.  iii.  p.  1. 
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leaned  of  bis  family,  but  of  the  printers  of  his  day — if  we 
eicept,  perhaps,  Tukxebus — and  yet  I  will  not,  upon  recon- 


with  becoming  alacrity,  to  repeL  Consult  J.  de  Almekrreen,  p.  96,  and  MaittahVs 
Fir.  SUjJl  p.  463,  &c.  Nor  are  the  arrogance,  petulance,  and  occasional  self- 
adulation  of  Stephen  to  be  pasted  over  without  censure.  Verses,  afanoat  without 
end  and  without  nnmber,  were  written  to  enshrine  the  memory  and  perpetuate 
die  fame  of  this  extraordinary  man.  Read  Maittaire,  &c  Of  his  Portrait, 
unluckily,  I  believe  no  legitimate  copy  remains.  His  largest  device,  peculiarly 
las  own,  is  given  faithfully  above.  The  Library  which  he  left  behind  is  reported 
by  Casaubon  (Epist.  cxcn)  to  have  been  rather  select  than  numerous.  It 
appears,  however,  from  the  same  authority,  that  a  considerable  lapse  of  time 
intervened  before  the  son-in-law  could '  obtain  a  sight  of  it/  The  excerpts  in 
Muttaire  (Fir.  Step*,  p.  491)  are  very  interesting. 

The  character  of  BL  Stephen  was  far  from  being  amiable.  Even  tbe  attachment 
of  Casaubon  towards  his  daughter  was  somewhat  embittered  by  a  consideration 
of  the  poathreness  and  occasional  mcroshy  of  tbe  father.  Maittaire,  however, 
(apparently  as  an  antidote  to  the  severity  of  Malfinlrrot's  censure)  thus  places  hit 
defects  and  excellences  into  the  opposite  scales.  '  At  verd  si  qub  varias  ejus 
bcubrationes  turn  editas  turn  edendas,  et  pnestitas  et  promtsaas,  perfectas  et 
imperfecta*,  quarum  passim  in  vita,  uti  fiat  occasfo,  mentioncm  feci ;  si  pnaterea 
varias  ejus  occupationcs  et  itinera  perpendat ;  tot  potids  et  tanta  ab  eo  prastari 
potnisse  mirabitur ;  repetetque  septus  epigramma  a  Joanne  Pofthk>  Archiatro 
Wirzeburgko  in  Henr.  Stephanum  compositum. 

Et  Ukrmf metre,  et  doctos  excudere  tibrm, 

Lomgms  uterque  labor,  durus  uteraue  labor, 
Hmicgeatmo  magiiat  pariter  tua  rwrn  labori, 

Henrice.    O  mira  tedulitate  rinon.'  (Atrnthme*,  p.  94.^ 

Henrici  ingeniom  (nee  enim  ejus  cnlpas  cdabo,  ne  per  earum  d^saimuhtknem 
ejus  kodes  in  dubiam  veniant)  rait  paulo  arroganthis  et  morosius,  qua  propter  et 
omnibus  non  placuit,  et  sibi  scpe  cum  vim  quibusdain  eroditb  rixas  ooocrriL 
ViL  Stepk.  p.  485.  I  shall  conclude  this  account  of  Henry  Stephen  with  a/ac- 
wmle  ef  Ms  handwriting  (free  and  noble  as  his  press-work!)  taken  from  a  copy 
of  ms  *  Thesaurus,'  given,  (as  it  imports)  to  the  library  of  the  University  of 
Heidelberg ;  and  formerly  in  the  possession  of  Messrs.  White  and  Cochrane.  For 
die  fac-^imile  lam  indebted  to  Mr.  David  Constable,  a  young  and  xealous  wooer 
of  all  that  belongs  to  sound  cmwal  bibliography,  and  of  no  mean  promise  in 
die  profession  (bUjfopoliinc)  which  be  bath  chosen  for  his  future  eminence. 
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adoration,  lay  a  great  stress  upon  such  exception.  His  early 
love  of  travel  and  of  observation — especially  of  every  thing 
in  the  shape  of  a  MS.  or  Printed  Booh — was  regulated  and 
matured,  as  he  grew  up,  by  great  critical  knowledge ;  and  if 
he  seemed,  like  the  Poehon  of  his  day,  to  have  an  intuitive 
tact  and  perception  in  the  decyphering  of  MSS.,  his  eager- 
ness to  publish  what  he  found  new  and  interesting  led  linn 
occasionally  to  the  commission  of  errors,  and  to  be  charged 
with  wilful  misinterpretation.  His  merits  however  are  so 
transcend  ant,  that,  like  specks  upon  a  mirror,  his  errors  can 
never  dim  the  general  effulgence  of  his  fame.  Contemplate 
now  his  principal  Device,  and  bid  him  farewell ! 
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Lorenzo.  Do  you  say  nothing  of  Francis  and  Charles 
Stephen  ? 

Lysander.  Only  that  they  were  the  brothers  of  Robert, 
and  consequently  the  uncles  of  the  great  Henry.  Yet 
Charles,  who  practised  both  physic  and  printing,  was  no 
contemptible  proficient  in  the  latter  art  ;*  and  to  Francis  we 

*  yet  Charlet — teat  no  contemptible  proficient  in  the  latter  art.']  Maittaire  dis- 
patches his  biography  in  about  nine  pages :  but  he  adds  a  very  interesting  appendix, 
from  which  (extracted  from  Menage's  Ardi-Bcdllet,  cap.  59)  the  following  may  be 
worth  repeating.  Tbey  are  the  verse*  of  Antoine  Barf,  son  of  Lasare  de  Baif, 
and  a  former  pupil  of  Charles  Stephen : 

Je  ne  fas  pas  si-tot  hors  de  l'enfance  tendre 

La  parole  formant,  qnll  fut  soigneux*  de  prendre 

Des  maftres  le  meilleur,  pour  des-lors  m'enseigner 

Le  Grec  &  le  Latin,  sans  rien  y  epargner. 

Charles  Estienne  premier  :  disciple  de  Laxare 

le  docte  Bonami :  de  mode  non  barbarre 

APapprint  a  prononcer  le  language  Romain  &C. 

En  Tan,  que  l'Empereur  Charles  fit  son  entree 

Receu  dedans  Paris,  l'annee  desastrle, 

Que  Bud6  trgpaxsa,  mon  pere,  qui  alors 

Alioit  Ambassadeur  pour  vostre  aieul  dehors 

Du  Royaume  en  Almagne,  et  menoit  au  voyage 

Charles  Estienne j  &  Ronsard,  qui  sortoit  hors  de  page : 

Estienne  Median,  qui  bien  parlant  etoit : 

Ronsard,  de  qui  la  fleur  un  beau  fruit  promettoit 

In  his  AnnaL  Typog.  (vol.  iii.  p.  119)  Maittaire  favours  us  with  the  following 
epigram  by  J.  Vulteiusj  to  Charles  Stephen;  in  which  Vulteius  unites  the  names 
of  CoGnseus,  Robert,  Francis,  and  Charles,  in  neatly-turned  strains  of  panegyric : 

Ao  Cabolum  Stephanum. 

Vobb  mud  Stiphanis,  Roberto, 
Francisco,  tibi  Carole,  et  trium  ani 
Vitrico  facili  rudis  juventus : 
Nostra  hoc  tempore,  sseculo  hoc  beato, 
Franco  principe,  diligentia?  ergo 
Non  debet  ?  magis  ipsa  bis  duobus 
Debet  mehercule,  quim  omnibus  magistris, 
Professoribus,  atque  psedagogis. 


Son  pere  Laxari  de  Baif. 
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are  at  least  indebted  for  a  device  of  rather  unusual  elegance. 
You  shall  be  convinced  that  I  do  not  speak  loosely.  Gaze 
and  admire. 


Veabi  Damque  opera  rt  labors  factum  eat, 
Ut  nil  none  habeant  lib.  i  Lntini, 
Quod  Don  dinccre  quisqne  per  ae  &  absque 
Fiaaceptore  queat ;  nee  eat  ncceeae, 
Nostra  ut  uiitio  (jallica,na  poatbac 
Ad  acolaa  properet,  vel  ut  niag'utnuD 
Simplex  turba,  tene.Ua,  delicala, 
Cbtruantem  uuriial,  uudint  tonantem, 
Aut  (centrum  rideat,  minuve  ipectet 
Dotturis  ferolatre  luunnuniulia. 
Thesaurus  mihi  Gallico-Latmu 
Rubcrti  Stephani,  ilri  degantii, 
Certua  testis  erit;  breves  iilxiili, 
Perdocti  tamen,  utileaque  uiultuui, 
Vestea,  vaacula,  naviuiuque  forms 
Huiti,  sem  in  a,  qutdi  docentur  a  te, 
Augebunt  etiani  fidem  :  probati 
Vitrid  tjpus,  officina,  prelum, 
Net  me  Tina  loquj  utia  loquentur, 
Franciaci  qucque  niduli  librorum 
Tenorum,  quihus  eiplicatur  oruiic, 
Fhrasis  quod  capit  ub-iuaque  lingu* 
(De  linguia  Lstiflque  Gallicaque 
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Philemon.  Is  there  not  also  another  Robert  Stephen, 
son  of  the  first  Robert,  and  brother  of  the  Henry  whom  you 
have  just  noticed  ? 

Ltsandsb.  There  is  so ;  and  I  love  his  memory,  because 

Hie  fit  mentio)  niduli,  inquam,  abunde 
A  ftlso  mea  vindicare  possunt 
IsthaBC  cannula,  et  auibus  putabunt 
Nil  a  me  esse,  datum  suis,  probe  Uli, 
Qui  voa  in  cute  noverint  et  intus. 
Jam  euro,  Carole,  quatuor  juventus 
Nil  non  Gallic*  debeat  labori, 
Sacras  quae  studet  expolire  ad  artes> 
Vobb  quid,  rogo,  quatuor  reponet, 
Hdc  pro  munere  diligentiaque? 
Nil  dignum  dare,  vel  potest  parare, 
Hoc  uuum  nisi  det,  paretque,  avitum 
Nomen  quod  sonet :  ergo  det  juventus 
Vitbico,  et  Stxphanis  trxbvb  corona  m. 

Hendecasyltab.  lib.  iv.  edit.  Colin.  1539,  p.  99. 

It  should  seem  that  our  Charles  was  a  physician  as  well  as  printer — a  union  of 
professions,  I  believe,  never  since  exhibited  in  the  same  person.  Whether  he  had 
ever  any  glimpse  of  the «  com  medicmale,'  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  determine ; 
but  certain  it  is  he  appears  to  have  been  a  successful  practitioner  in  cases  of  gout : 
for  thus  the  famous  Buchanan  caroleth  his  praise,  in  his '  arthritical'  elegy— sent 
to  Tastssus  and  Tevius  in  1544 : 

Sepe  mihi  medicas  Groscollius  explicat  herbas, 

Et  spe  languentem  consilioque  hivat. 
Scepe  mihi  Stbphani  solertia  provida  Carli 

Ad  mala  prsssentem  tristia  portat  opem.         Vk.  StepK  p.  176. 

Charles  died  in  1564.  He  printed  only  two  Greek  books :  a  beautiful  folio 
Appian  in  1551,  (of  which  no  tasteful  bibliographer  can  suffer  a  sound  fair  copy 
'  to  escape  him)  and  a  New  Testament  in  1553,  in  octavo.  See  Introd.  to  the 
Clonics,  vol.  i.  p.  164.  Yet  this  Testament  may  be  doubted ;  as  it  is  given  in  a 
Very  questionable  manner  by  Almeloveen,  and  is  so  noticed  by  Menage  and 
Maittaire.  He  printed  however  the  '  Institutions  Gr.  Ling.  ofClenardus*  in 
1551, 8vo.  and  some  Greek  and  Latin  excerpts  from  Priscian  and  other  authors, 
in  1554,  8vo.  Of  Hebrew  (of  which  he  is  said  to  have  been  a  great  admirer)  he 
printed  only  the  Book  of  Genesis  in  1556, 4to. 

Francis  Stephen,  his  elder  brother,  requires  a  merely  brief  and  passing  notice. 
Maittaire  gives  only  13  books  as  having  issued  from  his  press ;  and  of  these  he 
places  the  '  Vmetum'  of  1537,  8vo.  as  the  first  I  possess  a  copy  of  this  not 
incurious  work  (from  which  the  above  fac-simile  was  taken)  and  another  volume, 
of  the-aame date, from  the  sa*ue  press, not  mentioned  by  Maittaire:  aocwnpantrd 
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he  preferred  his  conscience  to  the  terms  upon  which  he  was 
to  possess  his  patrimony.  Whether  this  decision  was  con- 
sistent with  sound  logic— in  other  words  whether  the '  terms* 
which  he  refused  were  not  wise  and  judicious,  I  shall  not 
stop  to  enquire-  -as,  to  our  own  feelings  and  judgment,  no 
question  can  arise  respecting  the  superiority  of  the  Protes- 
tant faith,  as  then  exhibited  at  Geneva,  to  the  dicta  of  the 
Sorbonne  doctors  at  Paris :  who  really,  I  think,  upon  the 
whole,  comported  themselves  with  unbecoming'  severity 
towards  both  Henry  Stephen  and  his  father.  Robert  the  son, 
however,  appears  to  have  acted  conscientiously,*  and  as  such 
let  us  view  his  device  with  satisfaction.  There  are,  I  believe, 
varieties  of  it. 


with  aome  pretty  wood  cnti.  It  it  an  abridgement  of  Bayflus '  De  R*  IfaBaH,' 
1937,  Bto.  with  the  suae  device.  Both  worki  were  addressed  '  Adolescentulia 
Booaium  Lfrerarum  Studioni.'  The  date  of  1571  appear*  to  be  the  latest  of  an; 
attached  to  the  books  of  Fracas  Stephen,  the  elder. 

*  appean  1o  hone,  acted  coiaciaitimuiy.']  Maittsirc  is  uncertain  whether  Robert 
was  older  or  younger  than  Henry,  his  brother.  In  150*3  bo  was  made  '  King's 
Printer;'  and  published  Gibier"j  'Edict,  ic./uilr  per  If  Em/  Cft.riw  IX.'  &c.  in 
Mo.  the  same  year,  so  beautifully,  that '  the  learned  from  all  quarters  hastened 
to  commit  their  worka  to  bia  preaa.'  Fit.  Steph.  p.  505.  Bia  lather  Robert 
bequeathed  him  bia  property  upon  couditiou  of  bia  quitting  Paris,  and  returning 
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Of  the  remaining  branches  of  the  Stephanine  family— 
Francis,  the  second  son  of  Henry;  Paul,  also  a  son  of 
the  same;  Robeet,  the  grandson  of  Old  Robert,  and 
nephew  of  the  Great  Henry ;  Anthony,  the  grandson  of 
the  same  great  man,  &c.  &c. —  what  shall  we  gay,  but  that, 
as  the  family  became  gradually  extinct,  the  reputation  of 
its  latter  branches  seemed  to  die  away  ?  • . . .    Yet  that 

to  Geneva;  tat  be  preferred  his  conscience  to  his  patrimony.  His  French  verses 
upon  the  death  of  De  Thou  are  languid  and  heavy  :  full  however  of  gentle  phrase 
and  courtly  compliment— but  why  did  he  omit  to  notice  that  Library  of  which 
many  of  his  own  books  most  have  formed  a  part?  He  died  in  1588.  Charles 
the  IXth  had  a  high  opinion  of  him,  and  sent  him  to  rummage  foreign  libraries, 
and  select  the  choicest  MSS.  and  rarest  books.  The  royal  mandate,  or  commis- 
skm-bearing  letter,  yet  exists :  but  where  is  the  journal  or  Diary  of  Robert 
Btepken  the  Younger,  made  when  he  was  abroad?  Was  it  ever  printed?  How 
many  Sovereigns  most  go  towards  purchasing  a  copy  of  it  —  if  peradventore  a 
copy  be  in  existence  ?  A  question,  too  immense  and  too  momentous  for  instant 
solution — and  so '  let  it  pass.' 

*  the  reputation  of  ttf  latter  bronehet  teemed  to  die  away.]  This  '  golden- 
pippin*  ronrhiTiinn  nnmrly,  that  on  the  death  of  the  mother-stock  the  sub- 
sequent grafts  produce  adulterated  fruit,  and  in  the  end  the  very  tpeciet  itself 
pcrhhcw  seems  equally  melancholy  and  severe.  But  so,  I  fear,  it  is.  Yet  to  begin 
with  the  second  Francis  :  who  was  both  a  reformist  and  a  learned  printer  at 
Geneva.  He  pursued  a  successful  career  for  about  20  years  at  this  latter  place. 
On  returning  to  Normandy  he  married  Margaret  Cave,  and  had  by  her  two 
sons,Gervais  and  Adrian,  and  one  daughter,  Adrienne.  The  sons  were  booksellers 
at  Paris,  and  the  daughter  married  into  the  same  fraternity.  Yet  La  Cattle 
observes  that  he  never  met  with  a  book  printed  with  the  names  of  either  Gervais 
or  Adrian  subjoined.  Paul  Stephen  seems  to  have  been  rather  '  the  darling 
of  the  family.*  He  was  more  robust  than  his  brotbers,and  was  brought  up  under 
the  immediate  eye  of  his  mother.  Yet  his  education  was  by  no  means  neglected ; 
and  lam  not  sure  whether  he  does  not,  of  all  bis  brothers,  rank  directly  after  his 
father.  Ahnefeveen  says  that '  he  visited  London  about  the  beginning  of  the 
xvirth  century,  for  the  sake  of  paying  a  visit  to  his  brother-in-law  Casaobon, 
then  resident  there :  and  among  the  friends  and  learned  afquaintanre  whom  he 
secured,  wis  John  Castell,  to  whom  he  inscribes  his  edition  (with  additions)  of 
his  father's  Concordance.  At  this  time  probably,  says  he,  be  gave  bis  device,  the 
same  as  his  father's,  to  one  John  Norton —then  bookseller  to  king  James  IT 
Ffr.  Step*,  p.  If  1.  Paul  had  several  children ;  among  whom  were  Anthony- 
and  Joseph — '  chosen  king's  Booksellers  at  Bochelle ;  but  who  died  there,  in 
October  1699$  not  long  after  their  settlement;  being  swept  away  by  the  plague.' 
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day  had  shone  forth  with  no  moderate  lustre  throughout 
Europe,  which  displayed  the  extraordinary  talents  of  the 
FiasT  Robert,  and  of  the  second  Henky,  Stephen  ;  and 
if  the  sun  of  that  family  set  in  comparative  feebleness  of 
splendour,  its  noon-day  radiance  was  felt,  acknowledged,  and 
admired,  throughout  the  whole  of  the  literary  republic  . .  • 
Where  next  shall  I  direct  my  steps  P 

Lorenzo.  Finish  with  the  Parisian  printers,  before  you 
take  a  trip  into  the  Netherlands  or  Low  Countries.  What 
say  you  to  the  Morels,  Turnebus,  Fezendat,  Vascosan* 
and  sundry  other  contemporaneous  wights  ?  * 


There  seems,  however,  to  have  been  another  Anthony  Stephen :  consult  Mait- 
taire's  Vit.  Steph,  p.  537  ;  p.  550,  fee.  who,  in  his  life  of  Paul,  and  of  this 
Anthony  Stephen,  is  more  circumstantial  and  interesting  than  usual  in  his  minor 
Stephanine  biographies.  There  as  yet  a  third  Robert  and  a  third  Henry 
to  notice :  each  using  the  family  device.  This  third  Robert  died  in  1645, 
(Mahtaire  541-545)  and  Henry  much  about  the  same  period.  A  Matthew, 
and  a  Joachim  Stephen  yet  appear— but  *  One  jam  satis !'  I  shall  conclude, 
therefore,  with  the  eulogy  of  Botremansius,  in  his  letter  to  Almeloveen,  p.  138* 
'  Non  f iieront  ilia  Viri,  ut  vujgus  typographornm  sotet,  literarum  rude* ;  ted 
ad  tantum  eruditbnis  culmcn  evecti,  ut  vel  principem  locum  tueri  facile  posaint, 
in  primos  Henricus,'  &c.  The  Device  #/  the  Stephens  had  a  host  of  imitators. 
Among  them,  Nicolas  Chesneau  (1564) and  Matthias  Hovius(16*72)  exhibited  the 
most  preferable  copies  which  I  have  seen :  although  that  of '  Sin  plucking  apples 
from  a  tree,'  with  a  human  skull,  below,  of  Hovius,  is  hardly  a  copy.  The  Elzevir's 
may  be  considered  copyists  of  the  Stephens  in  the  selection  of  their  device ; 
which,  however,  to  speak  truly,  was  both  a  diminutive  and  contemptible  imita- 
tion of  it 

•  the  Morels,  Turmebvs,  Fezendat,  Va  boos  an,  and  mndry  other  cordem- 
portmemis  vri&hu.]  *  Brief  let  me  be'  respecting  these  typographical  heroes; 
eminent,  beyond  all  doubt,  as  they  unquestionably  were.  Maittaire  hath  devoted 
the  best  part  of  his  Hi$t.  Typog*  Aliquot  Pari*.  1717, 8»o.  to  an  account  of  them ; 
and  from  him,  chiefly,  the  ensuing  particulars  are  collected  Wax* am  Morel 
gives  a  very  interesting  account  of  his  studies  in  the  prefatory  epistle  to  the 
Chancellor  Spifame,  prefixed  to  an  edition  of  '  Cicero  de  Finibus,'  which  issued 
from  the  office  of  Tiletanus  in  1545.  This  was  the  first  editorial  attempt  of 
Morel ;  and  the  epistle  will  be  seen  at  full  length  in*  the  Armed.  Typog.  voL  Si, 
p.  4*9,  etc  Inl546Mordeagsgedhim«elfintlMoa^ofriletaiuM.  In  1550 
he  printed  with  Boigny,  Martin,  and  the  Du  Puis.    About  the  same  time 
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Lysahdbb.  I  tan  only  speak  of  them  in  the  briefest 
possible  manner :  Maittaire  having  devoted  his  instructive 
pages  to  an  ample  account  of  them.  But  of  aH  the  typo- 
Jacques  Kerver  did  some  business  for  him.  In  1552  he  was  entered  of  the 
society  of  king's  printers,  chiefly  by  the  interest  of  Turnebus,  and  printed  in 
conjunction  with  this  latter  distinguished  artist  about  four  years :  Turnebus  sup- 
plying the  Greek,  and  Morel  the  Roman,  type.  In  1555  he  received  his 
diploma  of  king's  printer ;  and  abandoning  his  smaller  Greek  type  — -'  regios 
majores  et  nitidiores  usurpavit,'  says  Maittaire,  with  becoming  emphasis.  He 
then  seems  to  have  dropt  his  first  device  of  a  Greek  Thcta,  and  adopted  the 
twisted  Serpent,  as  before  given.  He  died  at  Paris  in  1564 ;  a  victim  to  his  never- 
ceasmg  anxiety  and  application  to  business.  The  eulogy  of  Maittaire  is  extracted 
m  a  note  in  the  IntrwL  to  the  Clauses,  vol.  i.  p.  302.  His  brother,  Frederick, 
of  nearly  equal  classical  attainments,  and  a  man  apparently  of  a  singularly  sweet 
and  winning  disposition,  married  Vascosan's  daughter,  and  inherited  the  fortune 
of  that  printer.  Frederick  was  both  printer  and  interpreter  of  languages  to  his 
Majesty.  He  died  at  Paris  in  1583,  in  his  sixtieth  year :  leaving  behind  three 
sons,  of  the  names  of  Michael,  Frederick,  and  Claude.  Claude  Morel  was 
the  father  both  of  Charles  and  Giles;  and  adopted  the  Fountain,  as  displayed 
at  p.  101  post ;  but  being  made  secretary  to  the  king  in  1639,  he  gave  over  all  the 
concerns  and  materials  of  his  printing  office  to  his  brother  Giles,  who  probably 
printed  as  late  as  the  year  1647.  Let  the  Family  or  the  Morels  rank  next  to 
that  of  the  Stephens  in  the  Annals  of  Parisian  Typography ! 

Of  Adrian  Turnebus  how  can  we  speak  in  sufficient  terms  of  commendation, 
and  where  is  the  well-versed  classical  student  and  critic  who  would  not  exercise 
aD  his  energies  in  confessing  his  obligations  to  him  ?  He  was  born  in  1512,  and 
died  in  1565 :  living  in  the  very  vortex  of  typographical  bustle  and  celebrity  at 
Paris.  As  a  scholar  and  printer,  he  yielded  to  none ;  and  he  has  the  honour  of 
having  been  tutor  to  Henry  Stephen  the  younger.  De  Thou,  Lambin,  Scaliger, 
all  the  wits,  critics,  scholars,  and  eminent  characters  of  the  day,  showered  down 
upon  him,  from  their  well-replenished  comucopie,  flowers  of  all  colours  and 
odours,  as  testimonies  of  the  high  opinion  in  which  he  was  held  by  them.  And 
yet  what  shall  we  say  to  the  •  scandalous  chronicle*  of  the  great  Joseph  Scaliger  ?  1 
Peruse  and  pity,  chivalrous  reader.  '  On  the  day  even  of  his  marriage  with 
Magdalen  Clement,  so  ardently  devoted  was  Turnebus  to  his  studies  and  porsuits, 
that  he  stole  a  few  hours  from  the  presence  of  his  beloved,  to  his— shall  I  say, 
more?— beloved  books.'  See  La  Caille,  p.  129 :  (and  note,  there,  the  testimonies 
of  Huet  and  Montaigne  respecting  Turnebus).  Budseus  did  the  same  '  scandalous' 
thing  as  Turnebus :  Jntrod.  to  the  Classics,  vol.  ii.  p.  383,  note. 

I  possess  the  quarto  volume,  published  in  the  year  of  Turnebus's  death,  which 
is  filled  with  a  variety  of  pieces,  chiefly  poetical,  to  the  '  illustrious  memory*  of 
that  distinguished  man,  and  from  which  Maittaire  has  contrived  to  make  so  interest- 


98  FIFTH   DAY. 

graphical  geniuses  you  mention,  Tubnebhs  was  undoubtedly 
the  most  learned  and  distinguished.  His  thumping  volume 
of  Notes,  under  the  formidable  title  of  Adversaria,  has  long 
received  its  due  portion  of  celebrity.  Let  the  Ladies  examine 
for  a  few  seconds  the  devices  of  these  distinguished  printers; 
premising  that  Turnebus  used  the  twisted  snake  as  before 

ing  a  compilation  in  bis  account  of  the  same  printer.  These  pieces  are  printed  by 
T.  Richard  and  Frederick  Morel ;  and  one  of  tbera  (in  prose, '  qu»  rere  exponit- 
obitum  Adriani  Turnebi  Reg.  Prof.')  gives  rather  a  singular  picture  of  his 
latter  moments.  It  had  escaped  Maittaire.  Perhaps  he  thought  it  might 
unnecessarily  swell  his  account  of  the  life  of  him.  Read  his  sensible  remark  at 
page  78  of  the  Hut.  Typog.  Paris.  Turnebus  was  buried  the  very  day  on  which 
he  died ;  and  neither '  priest  nur  monk'  attended  him  during  his  illness.  '  His 
dying  request  to  his  beloved  wife  was,  that  when  his  spirit  had  ceased  to  animate 
his  body,  his  interment  might  take  place  without  the  least  Funeral  pomp  or 
expense.'   A  few  sorrowing  friends  only  attended  the  corpse  to  the  grave. 

Michael  Vascoban,  who  ought  to  have  taken  precedence  of  William  Morel, 
receives  very  handsome  treatment  at  the  hands  of  Maittaire.  He  began  to  print 
in  1532,  and  concluded  probably  his  earthly,  as  well  as  typographical,  labours  in* 
1576.  He  first  used  the  Atccnsian  Press  for  his  device ;  as  he  married  Catherine 
the  daughter  of  I.  B.  Ascensius.  Maittaire,  both  in  the  Hut.  Typ.  Paris* 
(p.  17-32)  and  Annal.  Typog.  (vol  ii.  p.  544,  &c.)  is  quite  enthusiastic  in  com- 
mendation of  him.  His  latter  device  was  a  Fountain  ;  but  very  clumsily  executed, 
and  much  inferior  to  the  pretty  fountain  used  by  Comino  de  Tridino  in  1560,  &c. 
Fezenoat  is  a  great  favourite  with  me,  from  his  Virgil  of  1541,  4tn.v  most 
elegantly  executed,  and  which,  in  the  old  school  of  bibliography,  of  the  time  of 
Foulkcs  and  Mead,  used  to  be  highly  estimated,  and  purchased  at  a  considerable 
price.  Maittaire,  vol.  Hi.  p.  121.  note  (b)  discourses  briefly  but  pleasantly  about 
Fezendat  and  his  coadjutor  Robert  Ga  anjov — whose  device,  as  given  at  p.  99, 
post,  in  conjunction  with  Fezendat,  was  taken  from '  Le  Tombeau  de  Marguerite 
de  Valoit,  Royne  de  Navarre,'  1551,  8vo.  in  the  possession  of  Bar.  Lang.  The 
'  Viper  and  Finger '  is  the  eternal  ornament  of  the  books  of  Michael  Sonnius  ; 
less  elegantly  executed,  however,  than  the  above. 

As  to *  sundry  other  contemporaneous  wights,'  above  alluded  to  by  Lysander, 
I  will  not  suffer  myself  to  be  drawn,  by  silken  and  almost  imperceptible  chords, 
into  an  interminable  labyrinth  of  varieties ;  and  so,  good  humoured  reader,  take 
what  I  happen  just  now  to  have  at  hand. . .  Take,  first,  the  device  of '  Gerard 
Morrbius,  a  German ;'  who  printed  at  Paris  ('  at  the  Sorbonne  College9)  the 
Greek  Scholia  of  Didymus  upon  the  Odyssey  in  1530,  8vo.r  a  book  of  rather 
unusual  occurrence.    Let  us  hope  too,  if  mermaids  do  in  reality  make  their 
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exhibited.  William  Mobel,  the  eldest  of  the  family  bo 
distinguished  by  that  name,  in  addition  to  the  same  snake, 
used  the  following  device. 


The  Device  of  William  Morel. 


:,  that  such  a  one  u  the  laid  Oornril  chose  to  adopt  for  his  device,  i* 
maul  occuirencc.'  Wai  a  mirror  i-quisite  to  give  double  lustre  to  inch 


Ai  the  second,  take  the  device  of  Mitthiw  David — of  eqoid  singularity  but 
of  In,  deformity.  He  printed  '  in  ™  Amjgdalina,  e  regione  Collegij  Bcniedsi* ;' 
and  had  for  motto  •  Odiusi  Veritas' — •  qui  nous  prend  (ays  La  Caille)  par  aw 
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His  brother,  the  first  Frederick  Moibl,  adopted  a  text 
of  Scripture  ('  every  good  tree  bringeth  forth  good  fruit') 
rather  happily ;  as  his  motto,  in  the  subjoined  device,  may 
testify — a  motto,  by  the  bye,  which  it  would  be  well  for  the 
public  if  printers  would  always  keep  in  recollection. 


The  Device  or  Frederick  Morel. 


propria  paroles. uoiu  portant  le  poignard  I  la  gorge.'    Hitt.de  timp.  $c.  p.  l«*. ■■■ 
The  eniuing  i>  tnkeo  from  a  small  qiurlo  volume  cun  rain  iui;  the  Anuria,  Adelphi, 
■nd  Phormio  of  Ttrtner,  (the  title-page  professing  In  hare  '  >ii  pl»J",')  1547. 4to. 
Tferid's  books  are  of  rare  occurrence.    The  present  is  rather  prettily  execated 
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Claude  Mobel,  son  of  (he  said  Frederick,  borrowed  or 
improved  upon  (he  Fountain  of  Vascosan.  Look  at  this 
magnificent  display  of  trickling  streams . . .  and  wish  that, 
under  the  shadow  of  some  wide-spreading  oak,  you  sat  near, 
disporting  yourself  with  some  duodecimo  of  old  poetry 
printed  upon  velldv  ! 


102 


FIFTH  DAY. 


Fezendat  used  two  devices;  one,  peculiarly  his  own: 
the  other,  in  conjunction  with  Gran  Jon.  You  have  them 
both  here,  and  may  prefer  which  you  please. 


The  Device  of  Fezendat  and  Gran  Jon. 
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Alii  ansa.  These  are  vastly  pretty.  I  hope  we  shall  yet 
see  a  score  of  them. 

Lysander.  That  will  depend  upon  the  collection  of  our 
Host.  Id  the  first  place,  let  us  enter  a  sort  of  menagerie  of 
imimaJa  of  various  kinds,  to  select  what  appears  to  be  the 
most  deserving  of  admiration.  Do  look  at  this  plump  barn- 
door fowl:  'tis  the  Fat  Hen  of  Cavellat  !*  I  question  if 
Bewick  could  have  clothed  the  creature  in  more  characte- 
ristic plumage  ? 


The  Device  of  William  Cavellat. 


*  the  fid  Sai  vf  Caotilat.]  Cardial  printed  hi  conjunction  with  Jcrom  Maroef, 
(*ee  page  33,  ante)  and  used  in  general  a  different  device  ;  bil '  Fat  Hen  '  being 
borrowed  from  Ricsabd  — who  introduced  it  with  tbe  data  of  1540  in  the  dr- 
enkr  iuicriptka.  This  said  •  Fat  Hen,'  however,  ia  the  real  property  of  the 
Biacuutn,  at  Antwerp ;    Frederick  Birckman  hiving  published  an  octavo 
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In  the  second  place,  how  like  you  the  Swan  of  AxArara, 
with  the  absurd  pun  upon  the  celebrated  sentence,  or  motto, 


edition  of  the  latin  Bible,  as  eerlj  u  15Sfi,  in  the  frontmpiece  of  which  we  vnr. 


ProOimt  in  pingiii  gaUina,  cum  Antvtrpi*  qiud  porhm 
Canter*,  turn  Colmiz  circa  fcmpium  Cathedrae. 
Henri.  Arch  hare  ■  v»tly  pretty  copy  of  this  hible,  in  the  italic  type—1  el 
tunmii  typii  cicuw.'  I  «m  not  lure  whether  Arnold  Bumiiib  were  n 
first  -bo  kept  uid  '  fattened  '  this  ■  Hen  :*  At  lent  hii  heirj  used  the  foil 


Coumiii. 

Apud  Herrda  AnalAi  Bfrck- 

moan.    Jjim156J. 
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which  is  supposed  to  have  led  Constantine  the  Great  t 
victory  P  I  own  these  conceits  are  mightily  foolish. 


The  Device  of  Iohn  Amajkus. 

That  ba*e  ire  recreated  onndTei  with  the  •  F at  Hen  '  of  Ca*dl>t.  Among 
the  more  lingular  de"cei  of  printers,  of  thii  period,  we  may  notice  that  of  Puts* 
HiDi.rm  ;  prefixed  to  hi)  Greek  Tertament  of  1549,  8TO. 
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Pursuing  our  animal  speculations,  let  me  bespeak  yottr 
commendation  of  the  Tortoise  of  Cyans  and  Fodchxb. 


TECVM  HAB1TA. 
The  Device  of  L.  Cyane  and  I.  Forces*.. 

Lorenzo.  There  is  some  point  in  the  motto  used  by 
Messrs.  Cyane  and  Foucher.  They  wish  their  books,  like 
the  tortoise,  to  be  stationary  in  our  libraries.  Where  such  a 
frontispiece  is  the  prelude  to  innocent  recreation,  or  in- 
structive sentiment,  the  tortoise  of  the  said  Messieurs  shall 
be  my  constant  household  companion.  But  I  suppose  there 
is  no  end  to  similar  embellishments  ? 

Lysandek.  They  are  doubtless  very  numerous.  Hark ! 
the  very  woods  around  us  re-echo  as  if  to  the  roar  of  some 
immense  African  lion . . . 

Belinda.  What  mean  you  ? 

Lysandek.  I  mean  the  device  of  the  Lion  used  by 
Mylius  at  Strasbourg . ,  but  no . .  we  have  not  yet  reached 
that  tremendous  animal.  Yet  I  know  not  whether  the  more 
quiet  and  stately  attitude  assumed  by  the  Lion  of  Nicolas 
Couteao,  also  a  Parisian  printer,  be  not  as  deserving  of 
respectful  admiration.  The  motto  on  the  scroll  purports  bis 
paws  to  be  resting  upon  a  shield  bearing  the  arm*  of 
Florence. 


FIFTH  DAY. 


The  Device  of  Nicolas  Cocteac. 


Libakdo.  A  Tery  model  for  '  Snug  the  Joiner '  to  exhibit 
—at  the  next  representation  of  the  Midsummer-Night's 
Dream !  Let  me  here  however  make  a  remark  before  you 
dismiss  your  Parisian  Devices  . . .  With  one  exception  only, 
(which  concerns  Claude  Morel)  all  the  devices  which  you 
have  laid  before  us  appear  to  be  cut  upon  wood.     Can  you 
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favour  us  with  no  other  Copper-Plate  representations  ?  And 
when  did  the  latter  begin  to  predominate  ? 

Lysandeb.  I  will  favour  you  with  two  more  only;  premis- 
ing that  tbey  abounded  towards  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth 
century — especially  at  Paris  and  Amsterdam.  Take,  there- 
fore, the  Sacrifice  of  Isaac  as  used  by  Louis  Vendom$,  and 
the  Two  Storks  of  Sebastian  Cbamoisy*.  . .  It  is  now, 
however,  time  to  put  an  end  to  the  bibliographical  recrea- 
tions of  the  Day.  Methinks  you  have  seen  pictures  enough 
for  one  morning . . .  and  I  am  at  the  close  of  my  Parisian 
researches.    What  say  the  ladies  ? 

Belinda.  The  ladies  will  be  influenced  by  the  decision  of 
the  gentlemen ;  and  more  especially  by  that  of  the  Monarch 
qfihe  Day ! 

Lorenzo.  As  Lysander  appears  to  have  got  through  his 
Parisian  printers,  he  may  probably  wish  to  postpone  the 
remainder  of  his  typographical  researches  till  the  morrow. 
There  is  yet,  I  perceive,  an  abundant  harvest  to  be  gathered 
in  such  a  disquisition  ? 

Lysandeb.  Undoubtedly :  although  it  was  my  original 
intention  to  have  carried  you  through  the  Low  Countries 
in  the  course  of  this  morning.   Lyons,  Louvain,  Antwerp. . . 

Lorenzo.  Let  us  travel  in  those  places  to-morrow.  Our 
eyes  begin  to  be  dazzled  by  the  number  of  grotesque  and 
extraordinary  ornaments  which  you  hare  already  placed 
before  us. 

Lysandeb.  It  shall  be  as  you  wish ;  although  the  clouds 
seem  to  be  gathering  in  the  horizon,  and  I  fear  we  must  not 
set  our  hearts  upon  a  stroll  in  the  garden  before  dinner.    The 

*  the  Starki  if  fetation  Cramoisy.]  See  the  opposite  Plate.  The  Storks 
were  a  common  device  of  the  printers  in  the  16th  and  17th  centuries.  Nutius 
used  them  at  Antwerp,  in :  577,  with  a  serpent ;  and  Sebastian  Nivelle  had 
them,  frightfully  cot  in  wood,  in  1574. 


*7 


Thp  liwii-e  of  Lr.ms  Vendomp. 


The  Drviee   of 


Sebaflian  Onmciiv 
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Biliiard-Tabk,  however,  may  supply  the  want  of  out-door 
exercise ;  and  to  that  diversion  I  strongly  recommend  you — 
premising,  that  we  have  no  anecdotes  of  G  being's  disporting 
himself  in  the  like  recreation !  While  you  are  occupied  with 
your  queues  and  balls  (for  I  cannot  affront  the  gentlemen 
by  supposing  the  mace  to  be  called  into  play)  I  shall  make 
arrangements  tor  travelling  to-morrow  into  the  cities  just 
mentioned.  A  tidy  workman  keeps  his  tools  in  order.  I 
shall  therefore  replace  what  has  been  taken  down  for  your 
gratification  to  day,  and  prepare  the  materials  for  your 
entertainment  to-morrow. 


So  courteous  a  conclusion  drew  forth  the  liveliest  marks 
of  approbation.  On  the  morrow,  Lysander — having  all  his 
Devices  and  Portraits,  &c.  placed  before  him  in  the  order 
in  which  he  meant  to  deliver  his  typographical  lecture- 
continued  in  the  following  n 
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ARGUMENT. 

Thejbrmer  Subject  continued,  including'  some  Account  qf 

early  Printing  at  Louvain. 


C'R  VfeTiy*'* Fa  '*•• 


fetrtj)  Sap. 


N  the  ornaments  which  excited 
so  much  of  yesterday's  attention, 
you  could  not  have  failed  to  ob- 
serve, upon  the  whole,  a  deficiency 
of  correct  taste  and  classical  com- 
position. I  admit,  however,  that 
to  a  bibliographical  antiquary,  or 
to  a  bibliomaniac,  if  you  please, 
(for  Lisardo,  I  know,  prefers  the  latter  appellative)  such 
ornaments  cannot  fail  to  be  interesting.  Even  their  capri- 
ciousness  secures  for  them  a  sort  of  respect  or  attachment ; 
considering  that  age  generally  gives  a  sanction  to  everything, 
however  in  itself  destitute  of  propriety  of  character.  The 
very  snuff-bos,  cane,  coat,  badge  of  privacy,  or  of  public 
deportment,  which  belongs  to  a  character  of  eminence  and 
celebrity,  assumes,  by  association  of  ideas,  a  more  than 
twofold  degree  of  interest;  and  we  should  prefer  the  jacket 
which  Schoiffher  wore,  when  he  worked  off  the  sheets  of  the 
first  Psalter,  to  the  ermined  robe  of  the  judge  who  awarded 
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restitution  of  the  monies  due  from  Gutenberg  to  Fust 
Thus,  even  a  splinter  of  the  deck  of  the  Victory  (the  ship  in 
which  Nelson  fought,  conquered,  and  died)  has  more  charms 
in  our  eyes  than  the  most  highly  wrought  piece  of  ebony  or 
satin-wood,  in  the  repository  of  the  most  fashionable^  up- 
holsterer in  the  metropolis  . . .  and  thus  Wellington's  blue 
great  coat,  worn  by  him  at  the  ever-memorable  battle  of 
Waterloo,  would,  with  hearts  accustomed  to  beat  to  true 
patriotic  impulses,  assume  a  tint  of  more  magical  hue  than 
all  the  splendour  even  of  a  Chinese  Emperor's  wardrobe.  So 
covet,  I  beseech  you,  the  quaint  and  queer  devices  of  the 
Mabnefs  and  'Servers  of  ancient  days ;  and  never  fancy 
your  copies  of  the  works  of  those  printers  complete,  unless 
they  possess  the  banners,  as  it  were,  of  the  chieftains  to 
whom  they  belong. 

We  left  off,  I  think,  with  an  account  of  Parisian  printers. 
The  next  city,  in  interest  and  magnitude,  to  the  metropolis 
of  the  empire,  is  Lyons.  Who  first,  Lisardo,  primed  and 
brandished  the  Printer's  balls  there  t.  .  . 

Lisardo.  Some  ancestors  of  the  well  known  De  Bures — 
if  a  late  publication  be  correct. 

Lysandeb.  The  *  late  publication'  to  which  you  allude 
is  correct;  but  the  information  may  be  considered  incom- 
plete— although  the  De  Bures  have  certainly  the  merit  of 
having  patronised  the  first  book  printed  at  Lyons.  That 
book,  however,  is  of  the  date  of  14/3  and  not  of  1 476.*     I 


•  of  the  date  of  1473  and  not  of  1476.]  In  the  Bibl.  Spenccriano,  vol.  iv. 
p.  523,  the  •  Legende  Doree'  of  1476,  is  supposed  to  be  the  first  book  printed  at 
Lyons.  The  authority  of  Panaer,  vol.  i.  p.  5*9,  seems  to  countenance  such  an 
inference:  but  both  the  authorities  are  here  wrong.  Mr.  Grenville  is  the 
fortunate  possessor  of  a  small  quarto  volume,  containing  five  treatises,  chiefly 
theological,  of  which  the  last  has  a  colophon  subjoined  giving  us  the  un- 
equivocal date  of  1473 :— and  of  an  earlier  date  than  this,  I  believe  no  sped- 
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shall  say  little  or  nothing  of  subsequent  efforts  of  the  Lyons 
press,  till  we  reach  the  time  of  Jodocus  Badius  Asceksius; 
at  once  a  scholar,  critic,  and  printer.    Few  characters  stood 

men  of  Lyoneae  printing  is  known  to  exist  I  shall  indulge  the  carious  reader 
with  the  quaint  title  and  colophon  of  this  5th  treatise : 

Spurcuwmi  Sathane  Utigatwnis;  Tfer 
alisqi  nequitie  procurator** :  Cdtra  ge 
nus  hunumu  Cora  domino  nostro  The 
ju  xpo  agitate  Beata  vhgine  Maria 
ems  matre  pro  nobis  aduocata  et  cbpa 
rite.   IAberfelicker  mcipit. 

This  title  is  on  the  68th  leaf  of  the  volume,  and  the  colophon  is  on  the  rererseof 
the  62nd  and  last  leaf  of  the  same : 

Scdestisshni    Sathane    litigationit 

Centra  genu*  humanum:  Liber 

feliciterexplicit.  Lugduni^er\ma 

gistru  guillermu  regis  kuius 

ariutpressorie  expcrtu:  bono 

rabiUs  vhi  Barthokmei  bu 

yeru  dicte  chtitatis  etuis 

hwufsvptibtuipressus 

Anno  nerbi  incarnati 

•  Ju .  CCCC.  Lxxut* 

Quttodecw  Kal: 

Octobres 

•  • » 

The  work  is  destitute  of  signatures,  numerals,  and  catchwords ;  and  is  executed 
in  a  full-faced,  angular  gothic  type — similar  to  that  of  the  Legende  Doree— 
and  very  irregularly  printed.  The  author  of  these  five  treatises  was  Cardinal 
Lotharius,  afterwards  Pope  Innocent  VIII.  Mr.  Grenville  possesses  a  reprint  of 
the  latter  work  (which  should  seem  to  have  been  once  rather  popular)  executed 
at  Vienne  in  Daupbiny  in  1478,  and  the  first  book  also  printed  in  that  place. 
The  type  is  a  close,  full-bodied  gothic :  of  a  Cologne  character.  The  colophon, 
on  the  recto  of  the  14th  and  last  leaf,  is  thus : 

Sctlcstissimi  Sathane  Htigacionis . 
Contra  genus  humanum .  iAberfekater 
explicit .  Vienne  .  per  magistrum  Iohan- 
nem  soUdi  hums  artis  impressorie  exper 
turn.  Anno  incarnacwnis .  M .  CCCC  • 
Ixxviij. 

The  Lyons  impression  was  unknown  to  Panzer.    In  regard  to  the  earner  Lymetc 
prmting,  consult  the  desultory  notices  of  the  Abbe"  Rive  in  his  'Chaase  aux 
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upon  higher  ground  than  did  this  distinguished  man ;  *  and 
his  enthusiasm  for  the  Art  of  Printing  was  equally  manifested 
by  his  selection  (the  first,  I  believe,  upon  record)  of  a  press 

9 

Bibliograpbes,'  pp.  167-9, 1 43,  ore :  and  further  remark,  that  he  says  *  his  master 
possessed  a  small  quarto  book  printed  at  Lyons  in  1473,  of  the  greatest  possible 
rarity,  and  for  which  the  English  and  Germans  had  often  tempted  him  with  the  offer 
of  60  Louis :'  bat  he  would  not  part  with  it.  Can  this  be  any  other  work  than  the 
one  possessed  by  Mr.  Grenville  ?  Tshould  think  not  Further  remark . . .  respecting 
the  '  Roman  de  Baudom,'  of  the  supposed  date  of  1474,  printed  at  Lyons . . . 
Gordon  de  Percel  gives  the  title  of  this  work  at  length,  with  the  dates  of  1474, 
1478,  as  Lyonese  publications,  Bibliotheque  des  Romans,  vol.  ii.  p.  Sf  2,  Marchand 
follows  him  in  the  earlier  of  these  dates :  Hist,  de  Vlmprim.  p.  66 :  citing  Gordon 
de  Percel  and  the  Cat,  de  la  Prtnc  de  Condi,  p.  31.  Merrier  follows  Marchand ; 
doubting  the  existence  of  the  date  of  1474,  and  calling  Lenglet  du  Fresnoi  (who 
assumed  the  feigned  name  of  Gordon  de  Percel) '  a  very  bad  authority  in  matters 
of  editions/  Suppl.  p.  66.  The  Abbe*  Rive,  as  usual,  pursues  Mercier  pretty 
briskly ;  and  apparently,  it  should  seem,  upon  the  authority  of  Maittaire's  Index, 
vol.  it  p.  502 — which  had  corrected  a  supposed  error  in  the  earlier  volumes, 
(vol.  i.  p.  390  ;  vol.  i.  of  Index,  p.  130)  in  having  assigned  the  date  of  1478  as 
the  first  of  the  Roman  de  Baudoin — believes  in  the  accuracy  of  the  date  of  1474, 
and  abuses  Mercier  for  indirectly  censuring  Gordon  de  Percel  and  Marchand. 
But  neither  of  these  latter  authorities,  nor  Rive  himself,  ever  saw  the  Romance 
alluded  to  with  the  date  of  1474 :  nor  do  I  believe  such  an  edition  to  be  in  existence. 

•  this  distinguished  num.]  Maittaire  has  devoted  *  a  good  round  dozen '  of  his 
instructive  pages  to  an  account  of  Iodocus  Badius  Ascensius  :  see  his  ArmaL 
Typog.  vol.  ii.  p.  72,  &c  The  subject  was  worthy  of  such  dilation.  This  eminent 
printer,  scholar,  commentator,  and  critic,  commenced  his  career  at  Lyons  as 
corrector  of  the  presses  of  Trechsell  and  de  Wincle  ;  and  by  some  felicitous 
correction,  alteration,  or  composition — call  it  by  what  name  you  please— he  after- 
wards married  Tbeltf,  the  daughter  of  Trechsell,  and,  on  the  death  of  his 
father-in-law,  went  to  Paris  to  establish  himself  as  a  printer  there.  *  Some 
Orations  of  Politian '  bear  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  'Ascension  Press1  as 
early  as  the  year  1495  at  Paris :  see  Panzer,  vol.  ii.  p.  309,  no.  *S53.  Badius 
at  first  printed  in  conjunction  with  Petit,  Bocard,  Roche  and  others ;  but  quickly 
afterwards  commenced  business  on  his  own  account.  Meanwhile,  a  son  (Conrad) 
and  three  daughters  were  the  fruits  of  his  union.  Of  these  daughters,  Petbonilla, 
the  eldest  and  probably  the  cleverest,  (and  who  understood  Latin  nearly  as  well 
as  her  native  tongue)  was  united  to  Robert  Stephen :  see  p.  82,  ante :  the 
second  was  married  to  Vascosan,  and  the  third  to  Roigny—- so  that  more 
thoroughly-professional  unions  could  not  have  been  devised  or  entered  upon. 

Asoenstns  returned  to  Lyons  about  the  year  1516  or  1518 ;  anil  from  that 
time,  to  his  death  in  1535,  maintaining  a  society  with  the  most  distinguished 
literary  characters  of  the  day,  (especially  with  Budssus  and  Erasmus,  who  had 
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far  his  device,  by  the  number  of  most  admirably-useful 
works  which  he  published,  and  by  eating  his  Christinas 
dinner  (as  we  must  take  it  for  granted  he  did)  with  his  three 

each  an  high  opinion  of  him)  he  put  forth  a  number  of  editions  of  the  best  Latin 
classics ;  his  Greek  fount  of  letter,  both  at  Paris  and  at  Lyons,  being  miserably 
defective.  He  was  a  great  admirer  and  imitator  of  Aldus  ;  but  equalled  him 
only  in  diligence  and  perseverance :  see  the  pleasing  notes  in  Maittaire,  vol.  it 
p.  79.  Respecting  those  who  imitated  his  device,  (above  given)  he  always 
maintained  an  immoveable  neutrality.  Indeed  his  equanimity  and  amiable 
feelings  seem  to  have  been  the  delight  of  his  friends,  and  the  envy  of  many  of  his 
contemporaries.  As  to  his  literary  enthusiasm,  chance  has  supplied  me  with  the 
following  animated  passage— -taken  from  his  Aulus  Gellius,  printed  by  Granjon 
in  1518,  4to.— from  which  the  reader  may  appreciate  the  quantity  of  com- 
mendation that  is  due  to  him.  It  is  from  his  concluding  address,  on  the  reverse 
of  fol.  clxvii  :  '  Volumtna  commentariorum  ad  hunc  diem.  xx.  iam  facta  sunt 
Quantum  autera  vitas  mihi  deinceps  Dei  voiuntate  exit :  quantumqoe  a  cum 
pubika,  et  a  re  familiari  procurandoque  cultu  liberorum  meorum  dabhur  otium : 
ea  omnia  sobsiciua,  et  subsecundaria  tempore  ad  colh'gendas  huiuscemodi  memo- 
riarum  delectathinculas  conferam.  Progredietur  igitur  numerus  librorum  dijs 
bene  inuantibus  cum  ipsius  uitae  quantuli  qnique  fuerint  progressions.  Neque 
longiora  mihi  dari  spatia  viuendi  volo :  quam  dum  ero  ad  hanc  facultatem 
tcribendi  commentandique  idoneus.'  &c  This  latter  sentence  is  vehemently  and 
gloriously  characteristic ! 

His  decease  was  marked  by  numerous  epitaphs,  of  which  some  are  given  by 
Maittaire.  Among  them,  take  the  following,  latinised  from  the  Greek  each  by 
Henry  Stephen,  the  son  of  Robert 

Hie,  liberorum  plurimorum  qui  parens, 

Parens  librorum  plurimorum  qui  fuit, 

Situs  Iodocvs  Badius  est  Asceiwius. 

Plures  fuernnt  Hberis  tamen  libri 

Qudd  jam  senescens  csspit  illos  gignere. 

JEtate  florens  co?pit  bos  qudd  edere. 

Maittaire,  in  his  Fit.  Steph.  p.  190,  gives  the  following  monumental  inscription, 
apparently  upon  the  authority  of  Cbevilher. 

L'Epitaphe  de  Josse  Bade,  Michel  Vascosan,  et 
Frederic  Morel  a  St  Benoist,  oil  Us  sont  enterres* 


Portrait  de 
Jod,  Badmt. 


DD.  O.  M. 

B.Q.V.M.S. 


Portrait  de 

taFemmeTheUf 

TrechteL 


Viator,  artes  qui  bonas  piasque  amas , 
Sistehfc.  Quiesount  snbter  ilhistrea  viru 
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Sons4n-Law,  also  printers  of  eminence,  who  partook  of 
turkey  and  quaffed  Burgundy  by  the  side  of  him  !  Happy 
banquet ! . . .  where  new  works  of  curiosity  or  of  interest 
were  projected;  anecdotes,  perhaps  of  Jenson,  tiering,  or 
Froben,  imparted ;  and  avowals  of  friendship,  or  of -enthu- 
siastic attachment  to  the  art  which  they  professed,  made 
and  re-echoed  the  live-long  night — even  till  the  snow  upon 
the  surrounding  country  became  tinged  with  the  pinky 
light  of  the  morning !  To  speak  soberly ;  I  told  you,  if  you 
remember,  that  Ascensius  chose  a  Press  for  his  Device :  but 
whether  first  at  Paris,  where  he  first  commenced  business,  I 
am  not  able  to  speak  with  decision.  Among  the  varieties  of 
this  *  Ascensian  Pbess,'  the  following,  I  believe,  are  of  the 
most  frequent  occurrence. 


The  Device  of  I.  B.  Ascensius. 
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The  Device  of  the  Same. 


Jacet  Tu  doc  u  a  iiic  Bibics  AkihsiUs 
Candore  noim  scriplur  et  stientiA. 
Genet  Iodoci  Vabcosakus  propj  situs  est, 
DoclitiJnHiruni  tot  parens  vohiminutn, 
Socer  Morm.1i  Reps  olim  Interpretis  ; 
Miuarom  nlumui  qua  gemunt  hie  cootiitum 
Fndlisque  Fedshici  ■demptma  sibi  dulenL 
Trei  cJpptu  until  hie  tcgit  cum  tuoribua 
LatteUl  et  liberorom  libtrij. 
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The  Frets  became  shortly  afterwards  rather  a  fashionable 
ornament  to  the  frontispiece  of  a  book,  and  was  adopted  by 
a  number  of  printers.*  Asceiuius  enjoyed  an  abundant 
share  of  reputation  till,  his  death,  in  1535 ;  when  be  was 
succeeded  by  his  son  Conrad,  who,  together  with  Robert 
Stephen,  his  brother-in-law,  retired  to  Geneva  from  the 
religious  persecutions  of  the  day,  and  there  carried  on  their 
peaceful  and  profitable  labours  unmolested. 


Ho*  Christus  olim  dv,  ujiuiu^  <,■>«.»» 
Ad  coiicinenduiu  Trinitati  almffl  nielos. 

L  X.  a  Y.  c. 

Look  also  at  La  Caille  (p.  71-3)  for  one  minute ;  and  wish,  curious  reader, 
that  you  possessed  the  '  Opera  Sri.  Bntwniu  Cat  thuaanomm  Tundatorii,'  1514, 
folio — fn>m  the  Ascension  Press — with  tU  '  petite)  figures  en  bail,  qui  rend  cette 
edit™  tret  rare  V 

*  The  pren— was  adopted  by  a  munier  tf  Print*™.]  By  Vascosan,  Roignj, 
and  other* :  sec  note  re)  iu  Maittaire,  vol.  ii.  p.  T7.  This  adaptation  was  of  course 
tolerated  among  his  relatives;  bnl  they  sometinitn  stole  Aicenuus'i  name ;  and  in 
the  'avant  prnpoV  to  hii '  Celepioi  Dictioiinriuin,'  of  1516,  folio,  Badins  wain*  his 
reader*  '  not  to  pay  attention  to  work*  in  which  hi*  name  it  surreptitiously  in- 
troduced, but  to  look  well  after  hi*  device  of  the  Pre*).'  CberillieT,  p.  206.  It 
wai  certainty  natural  that  printer*  and  publishers  should  adopt  to  appropriate 
an  ornament  in  the  frontispieces  of  their  book*.  We  *ee  it  thus — in '  Tie  Arts 
•f  LagUte  and.  RtthorAe,  $t.  by  M.  Dudley  Fenno-.'  8ro.  witliout  date,  but  appa- 
rently at  Middleburgh,  in  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century. 


And,  perhaps  of  an  eariier  date,  in  '  IV  Ordaimyfor  aUfagthfuU  OriMm,  {c. 
it  «f  Dmicfte  into   Ingtg*  by   Anlkmj  Sabhtr.     Impeded  at 
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I  may  probably  be  censured  for  not  noticing  various 
other  Lyonese  printers,  of  eminence  in  their  day,  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  xvth  and  the  beginning  of  the  xvith 
century — but  referring  you  to  the  methodical  and  instruc- 
tive pages  of  Panzer,*  and  just  laying  before  you  the  very 


Irrempk  by  JmOmg  Scetoker.  &c.  1546,  8vo.~ where,  on  the  rercrse  of  D  Hj.  it 
ii  introduced  a*  a  subject  in  the  teit  of  the  wort. 


Tbil  book,  both  in  the  embellUbnientaaod  teat  work,  i»  of  ■ufficienlry  barbaroua 
But  In 

it  of  a  press,  of  much  du  under  elocution,  which  I  (bund 
■  of  Bagford's  coUectka],  in  the  Hart  MSS.  no.  5915. 
Loe  here  the  fw  uie  sod  figure  of  the  preaM 
Mm  liueiby  objected  to  thine  eye. 
The  worth  whereof  no  toogoe  can  well  eiprene 
So  much  it  doth,  and  worker  so  readily  ! 
For  which  left  gine  vnto  the  Lord  alt  piaue, 
That  thui  hath  blereM  n  in  there  latter  dale*. 
1  know  nothing  of  the  date  of  '  there  latter  daiet,'  but  conjecture  the  poetry 
to  be  of  the  end  of  the  ivitb  centorj.    Note  further :  Iohn  de  Preur  uted  a 
terj  neat  derice  of  a  prera,  modelled  upon  that  of  Asccniius,  in  1587.    Ibid. 
Le  Preui  however  printed  at  leait  twenty  years  earlier. 

•  tkemetbdbdmduulmctiMfqacfPmMtr.]  Conault  tbe  Annulet  Typ^s- 
phici,»ol,Lp.519;whirJ»cwtrananij»oontofJ68aitklijpriutedatLyou»mthe 
▼OX.  II.  I 
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singular  device  of  Hoguktan — an  early  printer  in  thexvith 
century — (see  how  whimsical  these  '  aundent1  printers  were) 
let  us  proceed  to  the  notice  of  a  family  of  printers,  of  no 


i  vth  century  ;  and  among  which,  the  New  Tettamrnt  in  French,  of  the  (apposed 
date  of  1477,  ia  diitingnished  for  iu  rarity  and  curiosity.  The  AIM  Ri«c 
notices  tliis  impression  of  the  acred  writ.  Of  the  earlier  Lyoueae  printers,  few, 
if  any,  eihibited  in  much  skill  aa  Miami  Hum — '  vir  diuini  mgenii  aitia  >« 
perirLuiinus :  acri  cura  ac  diligentia  impretsam  el  emendalam  ut  ulteriori  lima  non 
egeai,  &c..'  This  is  the  language  of  the  colophon  in  *  OdofraTa  reading  upon  the 
Justinian  Code,'  1480,  fulio.  I'anrer,  vol.  L  p.  531,  no.  19.  The  Rer.Mr.  Bfce 
posseases  a  copy  of  the  Hell  known  Banholomagus  Dt  Prap,  Rer.  iu  French,  with 
the  date  of  1491, folium  which  appears  to  be  printed  by  Matthiw  Huai.M.A. 
having  the  device  of  wild  men— and  presenting  a  gothic  Letter,  of  the  middle  aire, 
ft  unee  sharp,  neat,  and  well  executed. 
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ordinary  celebrity  in  their  day. .  .  I  mean,  the  Gryphii  ;  *  of 
whom  you  may  remember  some  slight  mention  was  made  in 
*s  discussion.  The  elder  Gryphius,  Francis,  may  be 


,  *  The  Gryphii.]  Beyle  has  a  short  (but,  as  usual,  interesting)  article  relating 
to  Sebastian  Gryphius,  and  to  his  son  Anthony.  He  adduces  the  laudatory 
testimonies  of  Conrad  Gesner,  the  alder  Scaliger,  Du  Verdier,  and  Chevillier,  to 
support  his  own  favourable  criticism  of  the  eminence  of  these  printers,  and 
especially  of  Sebastian — '  fameux  Imprimeur  de  Lion  an  xvi.  siccle.  II  exerca 
sa  profession  avec  tant  d'honneur,  qu'il  merita  que  de  fort  habiles  gens  lui  en 
donnassent  des  louanges  publiques.'  Dirt.  vol.  ii.  p.  612-3.  Maittaire  (vol.  iL 
p.  56t-578)  follows  in  the  same  order:  expressly  subjoining  the  testimonies 
alluded  to  by  Bayle,  and  adding  that  of  Stephen  Doletus,  for  whom  Sebastian, 
printed  the  famous  'Commentaries  of  the  Latin  Language,'  1536-8,  folio :  of  which 
presently.  He  concludes  with  a  list  of  books  executed  in  the  office  of  Sebastian. 
Nothing  can  well  exceed  the  testimonies  of  approbation  expressed  by  the  elder 
Scaliger,  Doletus,  and  Gesner.  Learning,  ingenuity,  celebrity,  beautiful  and 
accurate  printing— «11  seem  to  have  been  the  qualifications  and  attainments  of  the 
elder  Gryphius.  Gesner,  who  dedicated  to  him  the  xntn  book  of  his  Pandects, 
is,  as  usual,  uncommonly  frank,  interesting,  and  enthusiastic  in  his  commendation. 
CheviUier  is  highly  complimentary ;  and  speaks  of  the  excellence  of  Gryphius 
m  printing  Hebrew.  L'Orig.  de  VImprim.  p.  150,  &c  Bayle  shrewdly  remarks, 
*  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  Sebastian  Gryphius  was  learned ;'  and  he  subjoins 
an  anecdote,  from  an  epigram  of  Vultetus,  .that  '  Robert  Stephen  corrected 
books  extremely  well — Colinseus  printed  them  with  the  same  degree  of  ex- 
cellence— but  Gryphius  knew  both  how  to  print  and  to  correct  with  equal  skill.' 
Here  is  the  original : 

Inter  tot  norunt  libros  qui  cudere,  tres  sunt 

Infiign.es :  languet  csstera  turba  fame. 
Castigat  Stsphanvs,  sculpsit  Colinjbus,  otrumqae 

Gryphius  edoctamente  manuque  fecit. 

His  accuracy  is  considered  as  remarkable ;  since,  in  the '  Commentaries'  before 
mentioned,  consisting  of  two  large  folio  volumes,  only  8  errors  are  mentioned  hi 
the  '  Corrigenda;'  and  what  is  curious,  Sebastian  was  so  anxious  to  give  the 
reader  a  notion  of  the  correctness  of  his  Bible  of  1550,  that  he  placed  the  trifling 
*  errata'  immediately  after  the  title  page.  A  physician  of  Cologne,  of  the  name 
of 'Adam  Knouf,  was  one  of  the  correctors  of  bis  press.  Sebastian  died  in  1 556, 
m  his  63d  year ;  and  *  Anthony  his  son,  walked  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  in 
the  same  town,  worthy  of  the  celebrity  of  his  parent'  Du  Verdier  has  an 
iutasestiiig  passage  relating  to  father  and  son.  After  telling  us  that  Sebastian 
gestured  the  art  of  printing  at  Lyons,  then  beginning  to  decline,  and  that  his 
founts  of  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Roman  characters  were  '  quite  new  and  very 
beautiful/  he  proceeds  thus :  '  Les  Poetes  de  son  temps  root  apelte  Pexoellent 
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to  belong  to  Parti;  but  Sebastian  and  AntbOOT 
must  be  reserved  for  Lyons;  while  a  brother,  of  the  name 
of  John,  kept  up  the  celebrity  of  the  family  name  in  his 
publications  at  Venice.  These  printers  are  rather  distin- 
guished for  the  number  of  their  smaller  or  duodecimo  pro- 
ductions, which  are  executed  in  the  Italic  type  of  a  form  at 
once  elegant  and  legible.  Their  larger  type,  whether  italic 
or  roman,  is  however  extremely  handsome  and  agreeable  to 
the  eye;  and  in  their  Bible  of  1550  they  exhibited  die 
largest  fount  of  Roman  letter  which,  at  that  time,  had  ever 
been  used.  Their  device  may  be  considered  a  sort  of  pun 
upon  their  name.  Lorenzo,  I  observe,  has  not  collected  all 
the  varieties  of  the  Lyon-Griflln;  but  what  you  here  behold 

Tbtpbov  de  nostre  aage  duquel  Martial  fait  memoire.  I!  a  eate*  le  receptacle 
des  gens  scavans,  diligent  ct  curieux  a  cbercber  par  tout  les  bona  lhrcvi  qui 
estoyent  perdns  (an  moins  Men  eagares)  par  finjure  do  temps,  pour  ieeuz  trouvei 
les  restitner  et  faire  joui'r  la  posterity  d*un  tant  rare  tresor,  dont  le  Seigneur 
Antoinb  Giyphi  vs  son  fils  en  a  encores  une  bonne  partie  i  imprimer,  et  comme 
son  pere  n'a  rien  espargne'  pour  les  recouvrer  et  apres  fidelement  mettre  en 
lumiere,  ainsi  il  n'est  chiche  et  de  son  labeur  et  de  son  bien  a  les  faire  sortir  en 
publique.'  Anthony  is  however  accused  (and  very  justly)  by  De  La  Monuoye, 
of  having  neglected  the  later  publications  of  his  press,  and  having  used  worn 
types.  *  He  printed  well  (continues  this  author)  when  he  pleased,  and  has  been 
said  to  equal  his  father  in  erudition!9  Jvgcmen*  da  Smmt,  vol.  i.  pt  ii.  p.  45-6. 
Boyle  says  there  was  *  a  printer  at  Potto*  of  the  name  of  Johk  Giyphius.' 
This  is  true  enough ;  as  the  beautiful  device,  above  exhibited  by  Lysander,  is 
taken  from  one  of  two  works,  published  the  same  year,  1547,  in  4to.  of  which 
Lord  Spencer  possesses  copies.  Oa  the  left  ofit,  we  read  virt  vtk  d  vc* :  on  the 
right,  comitb  roRTVN*.  They  are  small  volumes,  and  hardly  of  sufficient  inn 
portance  to  have  their  titles  repeated :  bat  this  John  Gryphius,  who  I  take  to  be 
also  a  son  of  Sebastian,  is  rather  an  uncommon,  as  well  as  elegant,  printer;  as  his 
name  is  not  mentioned  by  Mahtaire  and  later  bibliographers.  See  the  Index  to 
Maittaire,  vol.  i.  p.  460.  Even  Panser  has  omitted  to  notice  him,  vol.  xi.  p,  $89. 
Mr.  Beloe  describes  a  rare  edition  of  Arittophana,  edited  by  Caninins,  of  which 
John  was  the  printer ;  but  says  be  has '  not  been  able  to  discover  any  other  work 
printed  by  this  John  Gryphius.'  Ante.  of  iAteratere,  vol  v.  p,  18x^3.  Itfsanaer 
has  justly  noticed  the  prodigious  number  of.  books,  chiefly  of  small  dimensions* 
which  have  issued  from  the  press  of  the  Gryphii.  When  copies  are  dean,  and  the 
piper  happens  to  be  white  (a  rare  occurrence  with  books  from  this  press)  the 
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to  the  most  commonly  adopted.     Beware  of  the  uplifted 
r  of  either  of  these  winged  monsters ! 


The  Device  or  the  Gbtpuii,  si  Lyons. 


ctc/theIt^k:trpe.g«di±idjbjdiaeiniten,iieicaeda^jplnMig.  In 
mi,  hmnr,  their  bauki  hue  ■  cms  and  itp«Ww  upcrt.     A  ward,  in 
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Sometimes,  however,  this  formidable  griffin  or  dragon 
was  enshrined  in  a  border,  or  frame-work,  of  no  incurious 
texture.  But,  of  this  nature,  none  of  the  brothers  or  sons 
exhibited  a  more  splendid  and  elaborate  specimen  than  did 
John,  who  resided  at  Venice.  I  congratulate  Lorenzo  on 
the  following  beauteous  sample  of  Venetian  art. 


The  Device  of  John  Gxyphics. 


conclusion,  mulcting  their  Device.  Francis,  whom  we  hare  briefly  noticnt 
(p.  69-70,  ante)  u  ■  Parisian  printer,  used  sometime)  >  most  furaiitlnbleigriffu), 
upwards'  of  3  inches  high.  Sebastian,  like  John,  occaskmaHj  encircled  his  griffin 
in  frame- ort ;  but  with  leu  richness  and  tuteAilneM  of  effect.  This  nWice 
wns  imitated,  among  other  printers,  by  Giovanni  d'Antonio  degli  Antmij.  it 
Milan,  in  1560;  by  Thomas  Buyiola,  at  Brescia;  by  JuanGradan,  at  AJcal*,in 
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What  have  we- here?  A  rival  sample  of  curious  and 
tasteful  composition  ia  the~device  of  Gjjh«laum&  Rouille,* 
also  a  printer  at  Lyons.  I  am  doubtful  however  to  which 
to  assign  the^palm,  on  the  score  of  elegance ;  although^there 
is  probably  more  grace  and  flow  of  line  (as  artists  call  it)  in 
what  you  here  behold.  The  accessories,  it  must  be  confessed, 
are  very  gracefully  managed.  But  what  will  strike  you  as 
rather  a  whimsical  coincidence,  the  eagle,  at  the  summit  of 
the  wreath,  towards  which  the  serpent  seems  to  pay  a 
respectful  deference,  is  precisely  the  Eagle  of  Napoleon 
Bonaparte — as  we  see  it  in  the  several  trophies,  deposited 

1573;  and  by  Leon  Cavellat,  at  Paris,  in  1578 — '  rue  S.  Jean  de  Latran  au* 

Griffon  oV Argent :'  having  a  fine  griffia  at  the  end,  with  his  fore-paws  on  a 

shield,  and  the  monogram  of  N  D  C.  (BagforoVs  CoHection.)  A  quatrain  from  G« 

Paradinus  Anchemanus  may  probably  close  this  '  griffin*  discussion  with  good 

effect:. 

bkeffigkm  Clariymi  Vhri  etfitiicis  Mtnorue 

Sebastiani  Gryphii,  Typogrttphu 

Hec  oris  probitas,  auimi  ceu  teste  refulgens, 

Indicat  ingenua  fronte  quod  intus  erat : 
Doctrinam  omnigeoam,  studium  de  plebe  merendi, 

Candoremque  pia  mente,  trilingue  caput. 

Maittaire,  Annul.  Typog.  vol.  iii.  p.  570. 

*  the  device  of  Rouille.]  The  beautiful  specimen  of  tjie  device  of  Guillaume 
Rouillx,  or  Rouville,  above  exhibited,  is  taken  from  a  rare  quarto  tract,  in 
the  possession  of  Mr.  G.  Hibbert;  of  which  the  following  is  a  memorandum, 
committed  to  paper  some  twelve  months  ago.  '  La  magnificence  de  la  superbe  et 
trimnphante  entree  de  la  noble  et  antique  Cit6  de  Lyon  faicte  au  Treschrestien 
Boy  de  France  Henry  deuxiesroe  de  ce  Norn,  Et  a  la  Boyne  Catherine  son 
Epouse  le  xxm.  de  Septembre.  m.d.xlviii.  A  Lyon,  Chit  Guilbmm*  Rouille  b\ 
TEtcu  de  Venue.  1549.  4to.  Ante  privilege.*  The  privilege,  on  the  back  of  the 
title-page,  states  the  '♦inaccurate,  lying,  and  erroneous '  previous  publications  upon 
this  subject.  RouiDe,  *  marchant  Libraire  de  Lyons/  has  au  exclusive  privilege 
for  the  present  —  to  print  it  m  Italian  or  French,  in  large  or  small  size,  with  or 
without  cots.  The  cuts,  representing  the  shews,  &c.  are  pretty — and  that  of  the 
Bucentaor  vessel  (L  %  rev.)  is  very  clever.  This  is  the  same  printer  of  whom 
such  honourable  mention  is  made  in  vol  i.  p.  276.  His  usual  device  is  a  small 
eagle,  between  two  spiral  snakes,  erect.  Of  Rouville,  read  somewhat '  piesaunt' 
in  ltatafat,  vnL  s%  p.  tt& 
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in  the  chapel  at  White-Hall,  which  were 
paigns  of  the  illustrious  Wellington  t 


The  Device  of  Guillaume  Rouille. 

Hark .'  Did  I  not  hear  a  shriek — as  if  from  some  tortured 
and  half-dying  human  creature  P  —  or  was  such  sound 
merely  imaginary,  on  viewing  the  singular  device  of  the 
bosom  friend  of  Sebastian  Gryphius?!  Unhappy  Doletus.'* 

*  Unkappg  Dolttvif]  In  UK  jar  1779  apprared  ■  work  emitted  '  Fit 
IfEtiame  Vcltt,  Ixprimntr  a  Lyon  daxi  Le  Seixienc  StrrU;  woe  w  notice  da 
Ltimbri  et  Imprimcltn  Auteurt  que  fan  apti  liiamcrir  jufu'i  ce  jour.'  8vo.  A 
copy  of  this  uuiunul  book  is  in  ray  pouesrion  ;  bat  then  art  copies,  npon  krge 


SIXTH  DAY.  129 

tut  the  emblem  of  thy  press  which  I  now  behold !  Taste, 
wit,  diligence,  and  erudition,  were  all  combined  in  this  ex- 
traordinary character — who  equally  fell  a  martyr  to  his  own 

paper,  in  4to.f  (so  says  the  advertisement  prefixed)  of  which  only  25  were 
printed—'  en  faveur  des  curieux' — and  of  which  I  most  at  present  content 
myself  with  hoping  to  possess  one!  Yet,  it  must  be  frankly  owned,  after  an 
attentive  perusal  of  the  103  pages  of  Maittaire,  in  his  vol.  iii.  p.  9-11 J ;  of  the 
Si  pages  in  Niceron,  vol.  xiL  p.  107-128 ;  and  of  the  10  pages  in  Gonjef  s 
BibL  Franchise,  vol.  xi  p.  195-203— not  much  remains  to  be  urged  in  favour  of 
the  said  *  Vie  cTEtienne  Dolet,'  of  which  there  appear  to  be  25  copies,  on  large 
paper, '  en  faveur  des  Curieux  1'  Gogu6  and  Nee  De  La  Rochelle  were  the 
publishers  of  this  latter  work,  at  Paris;  and  I  suspect  had  not  attentively  read 
the  articles  which  had  appeared  in  Bayle  (vol.  ii.  p.  901,  edit  17S0)  and  la 
Croix  du  Maine,  and  Du  Verdier,  upon  the  subject  of  Doletus—  as  they  quote 
Goujet  concerning  the  death  of  that  unliappy  printer,  whereas  Bayle  is  more 
curious  and  particular. 

What  shall  we  say,  then,  respecting  Estienne  Do  let  ?  He  was  bom  in  1509, 
and  died  in  1546 ;  a  period,  too  short  for  highly-gifted  talents  under  the  direc- 
tion of  good  taste  and  sound  judgment— which,  however,  "Doletus  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  possessed.  As  to  his  being  a  natural  son  of  Francis  I.,  that  notion 
is  properly  confuted  in  the  8vo.  volume  of  biography  just  mentioned.  Doletus 
lived  in  a  perpetual  state  of  mental  and  bodily  activity,— except  when  the 
movements  of  the  latter  were  restrained  by  the  prison-bars  of  Toulouse ;  for  he 
seems  to  have  been  pretty  frequently  incarcerated  there.  He  was  probably  rather 
an  unfortunate  than  a  guilty  character.  Some  ill-omened  star  seems  to  have 
always  directed  his  proceedings.  He  abused  Erasmus ;  preferring  his  own  style 
and  that  of  Longolius  to  the  compositions  of  that  distinguished  character.  Yet 
he  gained  the  friendship  of  Budsras,  to  whom  he  laid  open  his  own  '  life,  cha- 
racter, and  behaviour.'  His  '  Cemmentaria  of  the  Latin  Language,'  published 
in  his  28tb  year,  in  1536-1538,  2  volumes  folio,  and  containing,  in  the  whole, 
three  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-four  closely  printed  columns,  besides  120 
pages  of  preliminary  pieces,  is  unquestionably  a  most  wonderful  performance— 
*  Gryphe  (says  Gogue)  ills  rien  epargn6  de  ce  qui  pouvok  contribuer  a  la  perfec- 
tion de  la  partie  typographic  de  cet  ouvrage ;  et  le  titre  eat  decore  d'un  cadre 
fort  bien  grave  en  bois,  ou  paroissent  les  images  des  plus  grands  Philosophes  et 
des  Savans  les  plus  illustres  de  TantiquiteV  p.  86.  Head  Maittaire,  and  all  the 
subsequent  bibliographers,  for  the  verses  (beginning 

Prima  mess  monimenta  artis,  monimenla  juventss 
Prima  mess,  tandem  auspkiis  exite  secundis :) 

prefixed  to  the  first  volume.  The  work  is  dedicated  to  Francis  I.  (who  was 
always  the  friend  of  the  author,  when  he  could  be  so)  and  to  Budssus :  and  we 
are  informed  that '  the  volumes  contain  an  infinite  number  of  anecdotes  respect- 
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imprudence,  and  to  the  unrelenting  severity,  of  the  religious 
persecution  of  the  age.  Happy . .  had  the  axe  winch  severed 
the  block,  divided  also  the  head  from  the  body  of  him  who 
chose  it  for  his  device.  Doletus  was  hung  and  burnt  in  his 
thirty-seventh  year  • ! 


The  Device  of  Stephen  Doletus. 

iug  the  author,  the  learned  of  hi>  age,  Bod  the  literary  quarrels  of  the  Ciceronian* 
■gainst  Erasmus.'  They  art-  alio  full  of  digressions  ;  indicative  of  the  enquiring, 
curious,  and  ever-agitated  mind  of  tbe  auihor.  The  second  volume  is  said  to  be 
rarer  than  the  first 

Gogue,  p,  48,  gives  a  lilt  of  the  '  condemned  books'  published  by  Doletus. 
They  seem  to  be  a  strange  melange,  and  of  very  opposite  tendencies.  Maittaire 
has  a  sensible  remark,  north  clothing  in  an  English  dress.  '  I  have  never  (saji 
he)  been  sufficiently  able  to  discover  why  Doletus  should  hare  been  persecuted 
with  so  luckless  a  destiny  :  yet  I  cannot  dissemble  that  he  is  sometimes  rather 
free  in  bis  writings,  and  guilty  of  introducing  a  few  profane  expressions — at  least, 
of  expressions  which  may  receive  such  construction  by  malevolent  readers.' 
Maittaire  then  subjoins  some  singular  passages,  from  Hie  commentaries,  and  the 
GenetMwcvm,  Illustrative  of  this  criticism  ;  and  rather  defends  Doletus,  from  the 
example  of  Heathen  classical  writers.  •  he  Second  Kij/er  d-Laiemu  Defer,  at) 
tara/  printed  and  published  by  him  iii  1544, 16ino.,  at  Lyons,  (■  Le  Premier 
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Belinda.  Frightful  association  of  ideas !  Let  us  pass  on 
to  more  pleasing  objects. 

Lysander.  Readily.  Philemon,  if  you  remember,  spoke 
with  rapture  of  the  press  of  the  De  Tourxes.  That  press 
however  was  not  more  distinguished  for  the  elegance  of 
its  publications,,  than  was  the  press  of  the  Frellons  or  the 
FrelL/KI  ;*  and  if  Lisardo  and  Almansa  will  take  my  advice, 

Enfer'  being  a  mere  non-entity ')  is  among  the  more  curious  and  scarce  produc- 
tions of  its  author ;  and  Gogu6  tells  us  that  Goujet  is  the  only  one  who  has  read 
mis  poem  so  as  to  have  thoroughly  comprehended  it.  Doletus  wrote  it  when  he 
was  in  prison,  and  borrowed  the  title  from  the  '  Enfer  *  of  Marot.  It  is  also 
among  the  last  of  his  publications,  for  he  was  hung  and  burnt  at  Paris  on  the 
3d  of  August,  1546, '  as  an  atheist  —protesting,  in  his  latter  moments,  that 

'HIS  WORKS  CONTAINED  MANY   THINGS  WHICH  HE  HAD  NEVER  UNDERSTOOD.' 

What  an  emphatic  declaration !  What  a  warning  to  the  living !  He  perished  on 
the  anniversary  of  the  martyrdom  of  St.  Stephen ;  and,  just  before  strangulation, 
b  said  to  have  exclaimed-—'  O  my  God,  whom  I  have  so  often  offended,  be  mer- 
dfnl:  and  thou,  Holy  Mother,  and  Holy  St.  Stephen,  intercede  for  roe,  I  pray, 
at  the  throne  of  Grace.'  These  words  were  reported  to  Florent  Junius,  by  a  man 
who  was  present  at  the  execution ;  and  the  account  of  the  same,  by  Junius,  will 
be  found  in  Almeloveen's  Anurnitates  Theol.  Philolog.  1694,  as  referred  to  by 
Bayle.  The  secret  history  of  this  blood-thirsty  transaction  is  perhaps  yet  to  be 
revealed.  From  all  that  we  can  at  present  collect,  the  Judges  of  Doletus  were 
hb  murderers  !  Let  the  volumes  from  the  press  of  this  luckless  printer  be  clad 
in  a  sombre  garb— in  morocco,  black  as  '  the  jet  of  raven's  wing !' 

*  the  Presses  of  the  De  Tournes  and  the  Frellons.]  It  is  melancholy  to 
read  such  a  passage  as  the  following,  in  a  note  by  Merrier,  at  p.  66  of  bis  SuppL 
*  Les  Huss,  les  Trechsel,  les  Gryphes,  les  Badius,  les  Bouilles,  les  Frelons,  les  De 
Tournes,  &c.  ont  honorl  Lyon  par  leurs  presses.  Aujourd'hui  rimpriraerie  est 
asses  negligee  dans  cette  Ville,  ou,  comme  la  dit  un  mauvais  plaisant,  "  1'on 
aime  mieux  les  Lettres  de  Change  que  les  BeUes-Lettres!"'  Will  Monsieur 
Delandme  write  3  octavo  volumes  to  refute  this  calumny,  as  companions  to  his 
three  similar  tomes,  entitled  '  ManuscrUs  de  la  Bibliotheque  de  Lyon,  ou  Notices 
sur  lew  Jnciemete',  leurs  Auteurs,'  £c.  1812  ?  Let  us  begin  with  the  Frellons,  as 
they  take  precedence  in  Baillet.  Read,  first,  old  Conrad  Gesner's  gossipping 
dedication  to  John  Frkllon,  wherein  he  calls  to  his  recollectiou  a  visit  which 
he  paid  biro,  nine  years  ago,  at  Lyons,  when  his  brother  Francis  was  living. 
How  gratifying  must  the  following  testimony  huve  been  — '  Quanquam  aliis  (it  is 
old  Conrad  speaks)  Typographis  ejus  fere  generis  libros  dechcaverim,  in  quo  ipsi 
prarimos  excudertint,  in  te  tamer,  vir  humanissime,  qui  multa  et  varia  publicist!, 
idem  non  observavi»sed  quatuvis  occasionem,  qua  me  tui  araantissimum  tibi  pro- 
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they  will  leave  do  stone  unturned  towards  filling  their  back- 
drawing  room  book-case  with  choice  copies  of  the  precious 
little  volumes  which  issued  from  their  offices.     In  those 


barera,  arripiendara  existimavL  Vale,  et  optimis  qoiboaqoe  libris  imprimenda, 
rem  literariam  longd  elegantissimis  typis  tuis  juvare  et  ornare  perge : '  Alaittaire's 
Amud.  Typog.  vol.  in.  p.  145.  This  is  just  praise ;  for  the  press  of  the  FreUons 
is  eminently  distinguished  for  ks '  elegance.'  After  such  a  testimony,  it  wUl  be 
only  necessary  to  refer  the  reader  to  the  account  in  Baillet,  voL  i.  pt.  ii.  p.  47-9, 
concerning  an  anecdote  of  Saurius  (the  corrector  of  the  Frellon  press)  upon  the 
authority  of  Da  Jon,  which  regards  some  suppressed  leaves  of  an  edition  of  the 
works  of  St.  Ambrose,  published  by  J.  Frellon. 

Of  the  Da  Tournes,  BaHlet  mentions  Jean,  Antoine,  and  Samuel.  Of 
these,  the  first  was  the  most  distinguished.  Maittaire,  voL  iil  p.  493,  is  com- 
paratively brief,  but  extremely  interesting,  relating  to  him.  He  gives  us  the 
decided  eulogy  of  Casaubon  respecting  the  accuracy  of  lib  press;  and  a  mightily 
pleasing  commendation,  both  of  the  printer  and  the  press,  by  Boriuyt.  '  I  lately 
(says  the  latter)  fell  in  with  Jean  de  Tournes :  a  man,  (ye  Gods !)  of  what  feeling 
towards  strangers — what  familiarity  towards  his  friends— and  of  what  integrity 
and  kindness  towards  all !'  Boriuyt  thus  addresses  one  of  his  own  works,  printed 
in  the  office  of  J.  de  Tournes : 

Guiiebmt  Boriuyt  UbeUo  tuo,  ut  aaxdat  Jotamem  Tsnuesmm  adofesccatem. 
Ergo,  fiber,  vulgi  temerarius  ibis  in  ora? 
Nee  memor  Icarii  nominis  esse  potes? 
etc.  ecc.  &c. 

Sic  te  defendat  Tornsssius  ore  deserto, 
Percharus  Musis,  indole  et  egregia. 

As  we  are  here  disporting  ourselves  with  hexameters  and  pentameters,  take, 
metre-loving  reader,  a  few  more  similar  specimens— relating  to  the  devices  of 
some  eminent  printers,  including  our  Tor  nasi  us : 

Obruerant  tristes  jam  prorsum  oblivia  musas, 

Nee  cactus  vitss  spes  erat  ulla  sacri : 
Anchora  cum  jacta  est  mediis  Aldin  a  procellis 

Cyrrhssumque  labans  pondere  sistit  onus. 
Sustulit  bine  dextra  geminot  Fbobenius  angue* ; 

Cui  recti  et  prudena  simpliritatis  amor. 
Virtutem  inde  levi  Sortis  comitante  volatus 

Semifer  annexam  Gryphus  ad  alta  vehit 
Viper*  et  involvens  gemma.  Tornjesius  orbem. 

Nil  aliis  fieri,  quam  cupit  ipse  sibi. 
Vestra  opera  ipsa  cohors  jam  pene  extincta  revixit  j 

Atque  inter  proceres  sustulit  alta  caput 
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volumes  you  iee  Holbein  and  Bernard  to  every  possible 
degree  of  advantage.  Let  us  contemplate  their  devices  with 
proportionate  satisfaction;  premising  that  other  varieties 
may  be  adduced,  although  in  the  second  of  that  of  Toumes 
we  see  the  rarer  and  more  elegant  production. 


The  Devices  of  Jean  Db  Toueues. 


At  *  qMdmcn  of  J.  Ae  Taaroert  elocution  of  wmd-aUt,  let  the  coll 
Much  Ugh  Md  1m  tor  ■  Eur  cop;  of  hit  N«u  Tvtmiinl,  printed  in  the  /■ 
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The  Device  of  the  Fekllonb. 

Of  minor  typographical  artists  at  Lyons,  then  would 
scarcely  be  any  end  to  the  discussion.  Be  contented,  there- 
fore, with  what  Lorenzo  has  here  brought  together— and 
which  exhibit  rather  whimsical  and  extraordinary  specimens 
of  the  devices  of  Lyonese  printers  in  the  middle  of  the  svith 
century. 


The  Device  of  Balthazar  Abnovllkt. 


language  in  1566,  ltrao.    The  cuts  ire  wonderfully  minute  and  heutifUL     ! 
MwitOD  Urwt  pomcua  tan*  dtwr>hk copy  of  thacitBMblalitde  whan*;  ■ 
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-    It  is  rarely  you  see  candles  placed  in  these  situations :  but 
I  own  there  is  somewhat  of  point  in  the  conceit  of  Durant 


The  Device  of  Antoime  Vincekt. 
la  mettre  sous  le  muy  :  maia 


The  Device  of  Zachaby  Dtjrant. 


It  is  now  high  time  to  bid  adieu  to  Lyons,  and  to  con- 
clude our  researches  into  the  eaily  history  of  printing  in 


■o,  1  belie»r.  does  my  friend  Mr.  Duuce — than  wliom  no  man  entertains  ■  more 
profound  respect  for  the  productions  of  the  Fictions  and  the  De  Tourues.  The 
Dakt  of  Jenn  de  Touraes,  first  above  given,  ii  seen  on  a  larger  Kale  in  hi* 
Foimjt ;  lad  the  more  elegant  one,  given  below,  of  Cupid  contemplating  the 
son,  is  taken  from  '  Icon  Htbriat  it  FAtumr,'  1551,  Ovo.  S  mis.:  •  work 
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France.  Yet  I  could  say  a  soft  and  favourable  word  for 
Abbeville*... 

Lisabdo.  And  many  '  soft  and  favourable  *  ones  for 
Rouen,  I  trust :  the  immediate  foreign  mart  for  this  country. 

Lysandeb.  Lisardo,  I  see,  is  thinking  of  Tailleub  and 
Valentin.  Suppose  however  we  begin  with  Robin  Gual- 
tieb  ? ...  as  his  device  happens  to  come  first  in  the  list 


elegantly  printed  in  the  italic  type.  Such  device  is  comparatively  uncommon. 
J.  de  Toumes  was  pretty  much  occupied  in  publishing  the  pieces  of  Bernard 
Salomon :  see  voL  i.  p.  182,  &c. 

•  a  toft  and  favourable  word  fir  Abbeville.]  The  town  of  Abbeville,  from  which 
John  king  of  France  commenced  his  march,  at  sun-rise,  towards  the  fatal  plains 
of  Pofctiers,  was  eminently  distinguished,  in  the  xvtb  century,  for  the  beauty 
of  its  typographical  productions  j  and  yet  Panzer  notices  only  three  works  as 
having  issued  from  the  press  of  that  town  during  the  same  period !  Pixbrx 
Gxsaro,  in  conjunction  with  Ishan  Duprx  (see  p.  33,  ante)  seems  to  have 
been  the  principal,  if  not  sole,  conductors  of  the  first  Abbeville  Prem;  and  who- 
ever has  had  the  good  fortune  to  spend  some  half  doaen  minutes  over  the  French 
version  of  St.  Austin, '  De  Cwitate  Dei,'  of  1486,  (fully  described  in  the  BtM. 
Spenceriana,  vol.  i.  p.  176-8)  will  be  convinced  that  the  eulogy  above  bestowed, 
upon  the  press  of  which  we  are  speaking,  b,  in  every  respect,  just  and  well 
merited.  That  work  is  supposed  to  be  the  earliest  production  of  the  same  press. 
The  wood-cuts,  with  which  it  abounds,  are  clearly  of  the  French  school ;  and  I 
feel  a  strong  persuasion  that  the  artist,  or  artists,  who  worked  for  Verard,  worked 
also  for  Gerard. 

The  early  printing  at  Abbeville  is  very  much  superior  to  that  of  Lyons.  Thus, 
without  being  led  astray  by  the  general  splendour  of  the  *  CiU  de  Die*,'  just 
mentioned,  let  the  reader  only  examine  the  well-arranged  and  well-executed 
work  entitled  *  Le  Trhtmphe  da  nevf  preux,'  &c :  to  wit,  the  Nine  Worthies 
ycleped  *  Joshua,  David,  Judas  Machabeus,  Alexander,  Hector,  Julius  Cesar, 
Arthur,  Charlemagne,  Godfrey  de  Boulogne,  owe  Jystotre  de  Bertrand  de  Gmetdm, 
printed  by  Pierre  Gerard  in  1487 .  . .  and  what  must  be  his  sensations  of  plea- 
sure ?  Not  so  much  for  contemplating  a  scarce  and  curious  book,  as  for  being 
pleased,  and  perhaps  astonished,  at  the  wood-cut  portrmtt  of  the  personages  just 
mentioned.  These  are  indeed  of  no  very  moderate  calibre ;  whether  for  sixe  or 
spirit  of  execution.  They  are  in  outline,  and  each  *  preux '  Chevalier  is  pot  into 
a  sort  of  ferocious  attitude,  as  if  striding  *  from  pole  to  pole.9  Hector,  in  particular, 
has  a  magnificently  original  air  and  gesture !  Mr.  Granville  and  Mr.  Lang  each 
possess  a  copy  of  this  very  rare  and  beautiful  book ;  the  former,  in  an  imperfect 
Mr  Lang's  copy  is '  de  toute  beauteV 
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of  those  of  early  Norman  printers.*    Tib  a  very  droll  one, 
as  you  must  admit. 


*  early  Norman  Printers.]  In  strict  justice,  Guillauhi  Tatt-lltm,  *bo 
assisted  oar  Pjtuod  in  tbe  publication  of  French  Law  Tracts  (Typog.  Antit. 
™l.  ii.  p.  tii'i.  '  Richard  I'ynson  ')  should  have  been  first  noticed  by  Ljsander. 
Taillenr  mi  alio  a  brisk  printer  of  Romance*  and  Chronicles.  Ill  liis  earliett 
pieces  be  styles  himself  '  ntdif  tt  demoKrani  a  la  yarrow  Samd  Lb  a  mm.' 
(Denii,  Suppl.  p.  f!7,  no.  1787).  Jehan  I.f  Bouiioeois  wu  uiother  early 
distinguished  Rouen  printer  ;  who  eiecuted  the  firat  two  ports  of  the  Romance*  ■ 
of  Arthur  and  Lancelot  da  Lac,  in  1488.  tbe  third  port  having  been  printed  at 
Paris  hj  Verard  :  sec  page  30  onre.  Li  Foseitiir  was  another  early  and  brave 
typographical  night  at  Rooen :  nor  must  we  forget  tbe  very  pretty  and  striking 
device,  eiecuted  in  red,  with  the  bead  of  a  blackamoor  printed  in  black,  towards 
the  hoawo)  of  M  t  bt  i  k  Maim— who  bad  probably  more  business  than  either 
of  his  contentuorarie*.     Yet  the  earliest  printed  book  at  Rouen,  of  the  date  of 
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William  Taillbub  was  die  friend  and  correspondent,  if 
not  the  partner,  of  our  Hicham  Pnreow  ;  so  that  you  can 
have  no  objection  to  take  a  glance  at  his  device,  barbarous 
and  gothic  as  I  fear  you  will  pronounce  it  to  be. 


The  connection  between  this  country  and  Rouen,  which 
was  opened  by  Tailleur,  seems  to  have  been  kept  up  in  the 
middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  if  not  later,  by  the  typogra- 


1483.  ii  without  the  Dune  of  ■  printer  :  tee  the  description  of  the  •  C 
da  Pays  de  Nonnuidie,'  in  the  BiW.  Spencerum*.  vol.  iii.  p.  395— »  work,  (as 
«u  to  be  expected)  of  which  the  reprints  ire  endless.  I  suspect  that  Rivuv 
GiiiLTitBdid  not  put  his  press  in  motion  till  towards  the  beginning  of  the  iTrth 
century.  His  device,  given  in  the  preceding  page,  is  taken  from  an  edition  of 
'  ThcedolM,  eti»  Cemmaito,-  printed  in  1507,  4to.  Both  Uie  Reus* ults  (sec 
p.  54,  ante)  and  P.  Olivieb  were  eminently  distinguished  at  Bourn  daring  the 
first  *0  years  of  the  same  century. 
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phical  talents  of  Robert  Valentin;*  whether  a  descendant 
of  the  renowned  hero  of  romance,  of  the  same  name,  the  city 
archives  of  Rouen  do  not,  I  apprehend,  very  satisfactorily 

•  JUbcrt  Valentin.]  The  annals  of  Robert  Valentin's  press,  if  fully  detailed,, 
would,  in  all  probability,,  be  extremely  interesting  to  the  English  antiquary. 
Valentin,  I  suspect,  was  an  engraver  as  well  as  printer ;  because,  in  the  volume 
of  •  Homes  a  hiudge  de  Cbstaces  hystoriect  tmUet  au  long,'  1552,  from  which  the 
above  facsimile  of  Valentin's  device  is  taken,  contains,  in  the  wood-cuts,  descrip- 
tive of  the  chief  occupations  of  each  month  in  the  Calendar,  the  initials  R.  V.  at 
the  bottom  of  each  cut :  but  this  might  have  been  a  precaution  only  to  prevent 
their  being  pirated  by  other  printers.  These  cuts  are  oval,  within  a  square 
ornamental  border,  and  are  equally  common  and  coarse.  The  same  initials  appear 
in  all  the  other  cuts ;  evidently  the  production  of  the  same  hand.  There  are 
some  French  metrical  pieces  in  this  volume  :  namely,  a  version  of  the '  Stabat 
Mater,9  beginning  thus : 

La  mere  dc  dieu  tant  eureuse 

Estoit  pres  la  cruiz  doubureuse 

Voyant  son  file  mort  estenda. 
etc.  &&  &c. 
•  Le  Chapekt  de  Jems  et  dela  Vierge  Marie ;'  Oraisons  a  la  Vierge  Marie  ;'  Aue 
Angetique  tahti;  Aultre  oraitcn  a  la  glorieute  Vierge  Marie;  and  Oration  tret- 
dauU  da  Troye  Maria ;  the  latter  beginning  thus : 

TVoys  seurs  de  noble  lignage 
Par  ce  nom  Maries  nominees 
Chascun  doibt  a  vous  de  couraige 
Recourir  poor  vos  renonunees 
Jesuchrist  vous  a  tant  aymees 
Que  de  vous  troys  a  voulu  faire 
Ses  mere  et  antes  tant  famees 
Quon  ne  pourroit  vox  sainctz  uoms  taire 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

Dreary  numbers  these  f  Take  now,  auncient  metre-loving  reader,  a  different 
specimen-* in  our  own  language— but  certainly  of  an  earlier  date.  I  introduce  it 
in  hs  present  place,  because  it  is  executed  in  a  sharp  gothic  type,  evidently  of 
faeign  execution,  and,  not  very  improbably,  from  an  ancient  Rouen  press. 
Prefixed  to  the  verses  (six  stanzas  in  the  whole)  is  a  wood-cut  of  two  female 
figures — '  Facience  and  Yre*  each  on  horseback :  the  former  of  whom  is  running 
her  spear  into  the  sides  of  the  latter,  prostrate  upon  the  ground.  This  cut  ia 
horizontally  oblong,  with  a  close-dotted  or  dark  background ;  and  the  figures, 
especially  the  countenances  of  the  women,  in  profile,  strongly  resemble  those 
of  the  astrological  decorations  of  Missals,  of  which  fac-shniles  are  given  in  voL  i. 
p.  100.    Perhaps  these  may  be  of  Parisian  execution. 
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determine.    His  device,  borrowed  from  Kerver's,  is  probably 
not  bo  despicable.    These  unicorns  were  great  favourites. 


On  the  thai  come  a  tyraunl  dnungerout 
Whose  mime  ii  yre  wilhooien  but 
To  si  rice  ryera  and  desirous 
And  viito  vcrtue  a]way  contrariuiu 
The  whichc  is  icnuuntci  doth  abooude. 
He  may  wel  ray  thai  be  ii  eurout 
Whome  this  vice  doth  nat  cooibunde 
Crueltie  bereth  his  hanyer 
Felooye  ii  hia  chef  campy  on 
PetDenyte  u  his  porlere 
Madiics  reyneth  in  his  dangeoD 
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•  Much  as  I  love  the  early  history  of  Norman  Literature, 
and  much  as  I  would  give  for  a  thumping  quarto  volume  of 
the  early  history  of  Printing  at  Rouen,  I  must  now  really 
put  an  extra-pair  of  horses  to  my.  travelling  vehicle,  and 
conduct  you  with  me  into . . . 

Belinda.  Be  not  in  haste,  dear  Lysander.  Remember 
how  frequently  I  have  heard  you,  in  your  sleep,  pronounce, 
in  a  half-muttering  tone,  the  name  of  Conrad  de  West- 
phalia !  ? 

Lysander.  Most  true  it  is,  my  excellent  Belinda.  To 
Louvain  then,  we  go,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  From 
Louvain  to  Antwerp,  and  from  Antwerp  to  Ghent! . .  What 
say  my  auditors  ? 

Lorenzo.  I  will  answer  for  them.  Proceed ;  we  shall 
follow  wheresoever  you  lead  the  way.  There  were  how- 
ever, I  think,  two  early  printers  with  the  adjunct  of  '  De 
Westphalia  ?,# 

Caned  murder  that  fals  felon 
Of  his  bous  is  as  chief  captayne 
Here  is  a  cursed  religyon 
To  him  that  folowetb  their  trayne 

Therfore  if  yre  do  the  distresse 
Shewe  thy  force  and  thy  puissaunce 
Cal  vnto  the  debonayrnesse 
Agaynst  yre  a  fol  myghty  launce 
With  hyr  shal  come  fay  re  suflrauce 
Fadence  is  chyef,  with  discressyon 
Stedfastnesse  with  attempraunce 
Subduynge  the  vnto  correccioo 

There  are  three  more  stanzas,  each  upon  *  Ire.'  Who  is  the  author  of  these  vigo- 
rous measures?  Are  they  from  some  edition  of  the  '  CaUndrier  det  Bergen  ? 
They  were  found  in  a  single  leaf  among  the  chaotic  materials  of  Bagford*s  col- 
lection in  the  British  Museum. 

•  two  early  printer*  with  the  adjunct  of*  D«  Westphalia.1]  We  should  pro- 
bably speak  of  John  de  Westphalia  m  the  first  place ;  although,  indeed,  we 
know  hardly  any  thing  about  Conk  ad—  as  both  Panzer  and  Larobinet '  have 
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Ltsandee.  Rignt;  and  you  have  here  the  genuine 
portraits  of  both  of  them — Conrad  and  John  !  The  first  is 
very  uncommon. 


The  Portrait  of  Con bad  de  Westphalia. 


The  Portrait  of  John  de  Westphalia. 

clamed  a  profound  lilence'  (lo  borrow  ■correal  phrase)  ratting  to  thii  ratter 
printer.  John  de  Westphalia  has  been  thought  to  hase  commenced  printing  at 
Akut  in  1474,  with  Theodore  Martens,  who  had  published  a  work  in  the 
preceding  year  I  see  the  fliM.  Sptacrr.  vol.  it.  p.  554,  end  the  note  at  page  555, 
which  may  be  couudercd  a  satisfactory  refutation  of  the  Uutence  of  any  bank 
exhibiting  inch  a  union  of  names,  at  the  time,  and  is  the  place,  just  mentioned. 
John  de  Westphalia  did,  in  fact,  commence  bit  typographical  career  at  L—afc 
in  1474 ;  and  continued,  to  the  done  of  the  ivtb  century,  to  pat  forth  nrioa 
elegant  and  interesting  volumes,  of  which  several  are  eminently  distingtuibed  for 
the  beauty  of  their  eiecatioD.  Lunbinct  has  devoted  a  great  portion  of  the 
second  volume  of  his  Orpine  de  tlmffmerie,  to  an  account  of  J.  de  Westphalia's 
press.  The  foktbi  it  of  this  printer,  above  given,  makes  good  the  promise  held 
out  in  the  BioL  Spate,  mi.  I*,  p.  511.  It  ml  taken  from  an  editkn  of  toe 
KaeUpele,  or  Game  of  Chen,  in  Butch,  printedbyj.de  Weatpbnlia  in  1477  ;  slid 
may  be  compared  with  a  similar  exhibition,  by  Lambinet,  toI.  it  p.  18,  where  it 
appean  in  the  centra  of  a  colophon  to  the  '  Breviariutn  Jo.  Fabri,'  without  date. 
I  bare  a  suspicion  that  Lainbinct  had  his  block,  fur  the  purpose  of  making  alike 
far>aimile,  Cut  a  litlie  too  hastily. 
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Lhabdo.  '  Ah  sure  a  pair  was  never  seen'. . . 

Aim  ass  a.  '  Cease  your  funning.' 

Lorenzo.  Order.     Let  ub  pay  more  respect  to  the  velvet 


Bat  concerning  Conhid  db  Wutpbilu  what  is  to  be  ndnuiced?    V/l 
•peels  of  him  ?  And  where  fnrk  tba  ihy  volumes  which  own  Jim  for  their  t-, ;, 
gi»phic«)  leaner?  In  that  repertory  of  almost  every  thing  which  noamiip ■■■ 
the  wishes  of  the  most  cojtjy,  or  the  most  curious,  collector— find  can  I  allude  M 
any  other  '  repertory1  than  to  the  library  of  Earl  Spencer?  —  in  that  ui 
repertory,  then,  be  it  hereby  made  known  and  '  noised  abroad,'  there  doa  repose 
ok  solitary  volume,  io  folk,  of  the  date  of  1476,  of  the  aforesaid  '  bashful ' 
printer, '  Conrad  de  Weitphalia ! ' . .  but  that  volume  is  a  tort  of  bibliograplikd 
treasure  in  itself.     In  the  first  place,  after  premising  that  the  copy  of  it,  which 
tall,  broad,  fair,  and  sound,  was  obtained  from  the  choice  repository  of  Mr.  R. 
Triphook,  bookseller,  the  reader  may  not  object  to  know  that  this  very  copy  has 
•  fly  leaf,  each  ode  of  which  contains  a  mi.  copy  of  a  letter,  signed  '  Gta. ■■■.■ 
Ekromuii :'  (qo.  the  then  Metropolitan  of  York >)  one  of  them  dated '  £r  nui,,  ■ 
it  More  Kalmd.  Drcembribui ; — the  other,  '  a  Dnt  nostra  wito  Wests*™ 
teriait.  fumtcdeeima  kafend.  Dtetmb.' —  the  beginning  of  which  strongly  proivs 
the  bibliamanical  propensities  of  the  said  '  GeorgiuJ  Kboracenej.'    These  copies 
are  dearly  of  the  xvtfa  century.     On  the  following  leaf  the  first  sentence  of  the 
tut  informs  ns  that  the  work  contains  '  forms  of  epistles,  for  the  sake  of  coin; 
ohon  or  eierdae,  among  youth,  taken  from  the  moat  approved  Collections,  ami 
published  for  the  Scholars  of  the  Lonviin  Academy,'  Ate.    The  preceding  may  ha 
considered  as  the  gist  of  tbis  introductory  sentence ;  and  Lambinet  tells  ui  that 
ChibiisVihulos  waiautliorofthework  ;  who,  far  fifty  jii  yesrs,  wju  President 
of  the  College  of  Lyi,  in  Lou.nin— for  which  it  was  eipressly  composed.    Wh.it 
ts  lingular,  Lambinet  describes  an  edition  of  this  very  date,  as  from  the  press  of 
Viimil,  Io  whom,  he  says, '  the  author  snwe  the  work  for  the  purpose  of  print- 
ing.' Consult  bi!  Origin*  de  TImprimene,  ml.  fi.  p.  89-5.   The  concluding  e,  ■■■ 
of  Veldeoer  certainly  resembles,  in  part,  that  of  Conrad  de  Westphalia.     B*f 
lambinet  would  not  have  omitted  to  notice  the  ptrtratt  of  Courad  !  ProUabl. 
01  ic  borrowed  the  colophon  of  the  other,  substituting  the  respective  name  of  eiich 
as  the  only  alteration.     Let  ns  revert  now  to  the  volume  before  us.     It  in  des- 
titute of  numerals,  signatures,  and  catchwords  ;  and  the  presumed  fobtbait  of 
tike  printer,  as  above  given,  is  on  the  recto  of  the  7tnd  and  last  leaf.     On  the 
reverse  of  the  same  leaf,  we  read  the  following  very  curious  -4dtiertis«7ieni — as  it 
may  be  called : 

Aloe.  Si  te  forean  amice  dil[e]cte  nouisse  iuuabit  quis  hoi  ' 
vuluinhiit  imprcssorie  arris  perductor  foerit  atq;  magiiter 
Acciprto  huk  artifid  nome  ee  mgro  Covbido  di  Wi»rn»  = 
in,  cni  q  certa  mann  isculpendi,  cehuidi  intorculani:]. 
industria:  adde  et  fignrandi  et   **Bgi»~Ti  et  si  v' 
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caps  of  the  De  Westphalia;  for  John  is  a  great  favourite 
with  me. 

LrsANDER.  And  may  justly  be  so  with  all  of  us.  But 
while  we  are  within  this  ancient  and  extensive  city,  let  us 

in  arte  secreti  est  qd  tectios  occulitur :  3  qz  etia  fidoru  coinitu  p[er]spicax  di 
Hgentia  vt  omnia  Irarum  imagines  splendeant  ad  graz:  ec  etiam  cohe 
sione  ogrua :  grataq;  agerie :  mendis  castigatis  apendeant.  tauta  quide 
xinitate  q  partes  inter  *e  et  suo  cogruant  vniuerso:  vt  qaoq;  delectu 
materie  splendoreq;  forme  lucida  qz  p[ro]mineat :  quo  pictumis  et  conex 
ionis :  pulchre  politure  clariqz  nitons  ecrescat  maita  venustas.  sunt  ocii 
iudices:  Idnam  satis  fades  bui9  libelli  demonstrat:  que  multiplicatu 
magni  numeri  globo  sub  placidis  atrameti  lituris:  spreto  calamo  icho 
auk,  ani  septuagesimtsexti  decembris  primus:  que  artis  meorate  mgrm 
si  tibi  hoc  predco  anno  cure  fuisset  querere.  facile  poteras  eunde  louanij 
imp[re]ssioni  vacante :  inplatea  sancti  quintini  inuenire  Hoc  ideo  dixiste 
velim  ne  eius  rei  insci9  permanseris :  si  forsitan  ambigeris.  Vbi  an  illi 
sua  census  erit  Ouidius  inquit.  Vbi  et  etiam  viuit  sua  sic  sorte  et  arte 
otent9 :  ta  felicibus  astris :  tanta  quoq;  fortune  clemetia :  vt  non  inducar 
credere  <jj  eide  adhuc  adesse  possit  abeundi :  ne  cogitandi  quide,  anirai 
impulsio:  id  etiam  adiecerim  quo  tarn  quod  poteris  q  quid  potuisses 
agnoscas;  Vale.' 

A  more  pompous,  barbarously-written,  but  whimnoal  and  rather  amusing 
colophon,  has  perhaps  never  since  made  its  appearance!  We  gather  from  it, 
however,  that  Conrad  de  Westphalia,  like  that  flourishing  fellow-artist  and  towns- 
man, John  Veldener,  was  a  printer,  letter-founder,  painter,  and  engraver.  In 
the  Low  Countries,  during  the  xvth  century,  these  qualifications  were  frequently 
united  in  the  same  person.  Further,  we  learn  from  it,  that  Conrad  de  West- 
phauV-printed  the  book  in  1476,  and  that  he  lived  in  St.  Qumtrnfi  Street,  at 
Ixnivain.  The  worthy  Conrad  is  then  pleased  to  subjoin,  that '  he  wishes  ut  to 
know  this  fact,  lest  we  should  be  ignorant  of  it,  and  thus  go  floundering  on  in 
uncertainty '  (for  so  I  choose  to  translate '  si  forsitan  ambigeris  *) . .  .Thanks,  gentle 
Conrad !  As  to  the  typographical  execution  of  this  very  singular  and  rare  volume, 
the  letter  itself  is  of  a  thin  secretary-gnthic  cast,  having  a  scratchy  effect;  and 
both  the  type  and  the  printing  are  very  much  inferior  to  what  we  see  in  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  brother,  John  de  Westphalia :  who,  to  say  the  truth,  may  be 
called  the  Prince  of  the  Louvain  Printers  I 

A  word  further  about  Veldener.  Bead  some  few  lines  relating  to  him  in 
the  Bibl.  Spencer,  vol.  iil  p.  349  :  and  know  that  a  Dutch  version  of  the  Fasst- 
adus  Temporum,  of  the  date  of  1480,  finished  by  him  an  St  Valentine's  day,  in 
folio,  contains  the  wood-cuts  referred  to  in  the  last  mentioned  authority.  They 
are  small,  in  outline,  and  quite  of  a  Flemish  cast:  but  the  printing  is  of  that  full- 
faced  flowing  form  (too  heavily  imitated  at  page  577  of  vol.  iv.  of -the  last  men- 
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look  around  for  some  other  printer's  portrait.     What  have 
we  here?  A  Jaureated  Typographer! 


^jBPjw 

juSS^  n  #  ^'j^, ^ 

rljR  ftL-,         % 

tbww  i1"0 
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Dr  y/w 
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JE/i^< 
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'■Bag'o 

^ii^slsp 

J"lfef' 

The  Portrait  of  Servatius  Sassemits. 

Yet  I  am  not  quite  so  certain  al>tml  the  legitimacy  of  this 
portrait*.  .  .  but  of  legitimate  unci  illeirimate  pirlraits,  anon. 
Let  us  now  turn  our  horses'  heads  towards  Antwerp. 

tio^  work)  which  I  cannot  but  think  was  taken  fur  the  model  nf  the  types  both 
rf  MOW  of  CaxWs,  and  uf  those  of  St.  Allmn's  Abbey,  Vcldcner  delighted  ill 
Sower-bordered  einli'llishim-ins,  as  tin*  first  page  i.i  this  Dtiti-h  version  abundantly 
p™»;  while  l!it  eapiial  i nit tii I  T  is  prei'i-cly  the  same  capital  which  was  uwd  by 
Cutro  "i  nis  Golden  Legend  uf  1483  or  1493  :  set-  Mie  fac-similc  of  it  in  the 
Ti/peg.  Antif.  tot  i.  p.  cuir.  Veidcner  began  to  prim  n  early  as  1475.  One  of 
hi*  devicea  (twn  shields,  wilh  a  triangle  within  urn:  i>ft1iem)  has  been  given  by 
ii.  p.  83.  His  other  device  was  a  cuat  nf  arms,  shield  argent, 
d  by  lions,  with  a  helmet  fur  the  crest :  very  Ljarhanms — enfiladed  by  a 
border,  in  better  taite. 

•  the  tefMnuirv  c/this  fiertruil.]  It  appears  bofll  in  Ihe  frontispiece  and  at  the 
end  Of  *  work  entitled '  Damiaaus  fiwi,  ie  Hello  Comhoko  Ultimo;  with  the 
tallowing    imprint:    '  Laamij  ;    o\md   SerMniM   Suunium    Drareiuem,     Amo 
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All  hail  to  thee,  Gerard  de  Leeu  !+. .  for  thou  wert  a 
diligent  and  spirited  artist ;  and  thy  tomes  are  coveted,  as 
they  merit  to  be,  in  the  land  which  gave  birth  to  thy  con- 
temporary, and  perhaps  correspondent,  William  Caxton. 
I  consider  De  Leeu,  upon  the  whole,  (speaking  with 
becoming  sobriety)  to  have  been  a  very  tasteful  as  well  as 
popular  printer.  His  types  have  a  fine  jolly  aspect,  and 
require  less  the  aid  of  spectacles  than  those  of  Godfrey 
Back  . . .  another  early  Antwerp  printer — who  used,  as  you 
will  presently  see,  a  very  uncommon,  gorgeous,  and  whimsical 


•  All  hail  to  thee,  Gerard  de  Leeu  /]  Lysander  has  good  reaaon  to '  hail*  this 
enterprising  typographical  genius.  As  Visser  and  Lambinet  have  devoted  several 
pages  to  an  account  of  his  labours,  there  is  no  necessity  to  be  minute  in  the 
present  place.  De  Leeu  printed  with  various  founts  of  letter,  all  gothic :  some- 
times large  and  broad-faced,  at  other  times  small,  sharp,  and  angular.  His 
'  Chronicle  of  England/  after  Caxton,  (see  Bibl.  Spcnccriana,  voL  iv.  229.)  and 
his  '  Dialogus  Creaturarum,'  etc.  (for  a  matchless  copy  of  wluch,;from  Colonel 
Stanley's  collection,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  gave,  with  a  becoming  Ubliomaniacal 
spirit,  Forty  Two  Pounds  '  of  lawful  money  of  Great  Britain*)  are  specimens  of 
some  of  the  varieties  of  his  larger  type,  used  in  a  folio  form ;  while  his  duode- 
cimos, however  executed,  exhibit  good  taste  and  skilfulness  of  press-work.  De 
Leeu  was  an  indefatigable  printer,  in  the  Flemish,  Dutch,  and  French  languages ; 
aud  Romances,  Books  of  Devotion,  and  Chronicles,  were  constantly  pouring  forth 
from  his  press.  Happy  the  bibliographical  antiquary  who  possesses  three  rows, 
only  three  feet  each  in  length,  well  laden  with  the  treasures  of  Master  Gerard  De 
Leeo — who  executed  about  32  works  at  Gooda,  and  56  at  Antwerp.  I  shall  only 
further  observe,  that  De  Leeu  Degao  to  print  at  Gouda  in  1476,  and  at  Antwerp 
in  1484— not  in  1480,  according  to  Maittaire,  vol.  i.  p.  414 :  *  Hie  Romance  of 
Jason/  from  Caxton's  edition  (by  the  bye,  I  have  a  shrewd  suspicion  that '  our 
well-beloved '  Caxton  and  Master  Gerard  had  a  considerable  intercourse  with 
each  other— were  their  epistles  written  in  Flemish,  French,  or  English  ?)  was  first 
executed  by  De  Leeu  in  1492  :  see  Typog.  Antiq.  vol.  i.  p.  58-9 :  where  a  fac- 
simile of  the  title  is  given — exhibiting  letters  of  precisely  the  same  form  as  are 
seen  in  that  of  the*  Chronicle  of  England.'  Yet  the  ornament  beneath  this  latter 
title  is  m  purer  taste,  and  rather  skilfully  executed.  De  Leeu's  great  device  of 
the  Castle  of  Antwerp  is  given  in  the  BibL  Spemxriaaa,  voL  iv.  p.  280 :  but  it 
may  be  observed,  from  the  lower  fac-simile  of  the  opposite  page,  that  the 
castle  was  generally  introduced  into  his  devices. 
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device.  But,  first,  for  the  devices  of  our  beloved  De  Leeu ; 
which,  to  speak  truly,  are  not  a  little  gothic  and  barbarous. 
His  Castle  of  Antwerp  is  much  more  shewy,  but  more 


The  Devices  of  Gebakd  De  Leeu. 
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Godfrey  Back  shall  now  astonish  you  with  his  Bird-Cage* 
and  the  Castle  qfAntteerp  suspended  thereto 


The  Device  of  Godfrey  Back. 

•  Back  with  hii  bird-cage]  ■  Bui  where' — »harply  exclaims  the  typographical 
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As  we  advance  towards  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth 
century,  in  the  Annals  of  the  Antwerp  Press,  we  are  struck 
with  the  respectable  name  of  Vostrkman,"  and  are  always 
disposed  to  gaze  with  becoming  admiration  upon  the 
magnificent  Slack  Eagle  which  seems   to  keep  the  takl 

autiqnary — '  where  oeMinmn  Goat,  ThnMU  Marteni,  and  Colai  ■ 
Mansion— all  distinguished  printers  of  the  Low  Couiitriel — what  have  they  done 
lu  be  discarded  from  this  memorial  of  typographers  of  ancient  times  ?'  I  mitwi  r, 
they  have  done  nothing — -deserving  of  a  studied  exclusion  ;  only  that,  at  Lombhu-t 
sou  been  equally  particular  and  copious  relating  to  the  triumvirate  just  me 
tiouiri,  (consult  also,  for  one  moment,  pp.  554-6  of  the  BibL  Spatctriana,  vol.  lv.) 
and  aa  Mora,  Van  Praet  holds  out  the  delightful  tartat  of  giving  ui  a  volur ,. 
expressly  relating  to  a  few  of  these  heroes,  and  especially  to  Col  *  no  Mimia  . 
bis  countryman — the  aforesaid  typographical  antiquary  will  not,  it  is  presumed, 
'  fret  and  fame,'  unnece warily  and  unconjciunably,  respecting  the  omii*ioa  coi. 
fli'ifi  of.  At  for  Godfrey  Haci,  he  was  a  late  printer  in  the  xvth  century, 
at  Antwerp,  and  employed  >  particularly  sparkling  middle-tine,  or  rather  am  ■. 
gothic-type ;  and,  like  Gerard  de  Leeu,  adopted  frontitpiecea  m  which  a  gentle- 
man with  a  plume  of  feathers  usually  made  hit  appearance.  Hit  colophun*  ofti . . 
taake  express  mention  of  the  '  merrmiue  Urum'  of  Antwerp.  Indeed,  at  thit 
period,  Antwerp  was  no  ordinary  place  of  retort  and  wealth, 

*  the  rapertabie  name  of  Fostraum.]  William  Vostreman  wat  one  of  the  most 
considerable  or  papular  printers  at  Antwerp  about  the  beginning  of  the  ivul 
century  ;  and  I  should  apprehend,  for  nearly  40  years,  be  carried  on  hi*  re 
ceatful  career.     Perhaps  be  bad  some  partnership  account  with  the  Piths,  at 
Paris  ;  a*  his  device,  smaller  than  the  one  above  given,  it  sometimes  found  in  i 
shield  with  Peat's  Hans  as  supporters.    The  above  device  it  taken  front  a  small 
and  very  rare  tract  (and  Cbnafepie  tells  as 'every  thing  is  interesting  coucernii 
rare  books  ■'  Lift  afSenePu,  1771,  Bvo.  p.  59)  entitled  '  La  tnumpKantr  em? 
tt  MrwMi  sir  Fentent  it  U  BimalU  wmiau  it  Htmguerie,  a  ie  BeArstr 
fmctt  ■  Storf  Wmmmmmek,  Oct.  31, 15S7.*  printed  by  VoMrram  •euUrmcieta 
fl— In    ■  U  Lietrnt  dtr.  Dec  IS,  1527,  4to.  in  the  possession  of  nry  friend 
Mr.  Ling.     GaAPB.vrs  and  the  fcmiiid  (tee  p.  104,  ante)  were  al 
iBn«H,'iiil"'l  Antwerp  printers,  of  the  tune  period  with  Vottreman  ;  and  the 
(levtce  of  the"  Had— A  f'ra'ofGimpbjeot  buo  bad  pun  apou  hit  oaav.     let 
wtry  Swoeid  Farurr  (vol  at,  p.  «W-1)  osah  tLe  name  of  lui  Loa  (could  he 
banc  been  a  relative  of  Gerard  de  Leen)  in  bit  hit  of  Antwop  printer*  ?     lie 
■mm  not  psutaUy  me  of  mniiiiai  of  U  Saw  Bibit,  «/r™c*u,  of  ibe  «. 
oflMw,tntwO     mmm^^mmm>,famm^^mmtmmilt>e—etmlmtkmeafj  nros 
vsdljlcsi  -as  sold  at  the  sale  of  rbe  Sowbisc  library  (KM.  Smkwt,  no.  137)  fur 
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cattle  of  Antwerp  under  the  protection  of  its  overshadowing 


The  Device  of  Guillaume  Vostbem an. 

But  see ! . .  what  stately  Personage  seems  yonder  to  walk 
across  a  monastic  quadrangle  . . .  and  what  noble  building  is 
the  one  we  are  now  beholding  p  Tia  Chmhtopheb  Plantin, 
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and  his  Printing  Office  .'*  Illustrious  man,  and  venerable 
abode! — where  the  puncheons  and  matrices  ye(  remain  which 
once  astonished  Europe  with  the  result  of  their  operations. 
I  am  speaking  soberly,  when  I  own  that,  of  all  the  printers 

■  CttBiiTOPHin  Flsntin  and  hit  printing  dJh*.]  Il  is  h.uillv  possible  for  ■ 
mere  reader,  unwarned  and  uninfluenced  by  the  least  spark  i.f  i_v|>0(:rnphic.i) 
enthusiasm,  to  conceiva  Che  chagrin  which  I  am  at  thit  tnon,i-ni  ia|  ■crk' iinni;  hy 
being  compelled  to  reduce  my  Mikosinda  Plsntihiiin  i  nit  bin  the  parsimo- 
nious limit)  of  a  note  of  tome  two  hundred  nud  forty  lion.  Hut  H  it  is !  and  yet 
many  pleasant  thing*  uj  be  «id  within  tach  •  tpace— i  when  filled 

by  brevier  types,  like  the  present  I  Pint  then,  know,  benevolent  reader,  tint 
iJnicst  every  authority,  referred  to  by  Maittaire,  (vol  iii.  p.  543-559)  is  at 
this  histunt  either  before,  or  on  one  or  the  other  ride  of  sue.  Vlierc  jliall  I  first 
aHgbt?  Fnppent  will  be  •  good  summarist:  u  indeed  he  is  first  enlisted  into 
Maittaire'a  service.  From  him,  we  learn,  supported  by  flu  auihurilies  of  Guu> 
enrdini,  De  Thou,  and  Scribanius,  that  Plantin  was  born  in  the  diocese  of  Tours 
in  1514;  and  CberiUier  seems  not  a  little  proud  in  claim  him  lor  his  coun- 
tryman— 'Cesoot  les  Francois  (he  obeerre*.),  qui  ont  fait  les  >(u.  beam  Ouvmges 
de  llmpriinerie.' p.  58.    O  rare  Andre  Cherillier!     Hi. v.  Antwerp  it  the 

seat  of  Plantin't  glory.  It  is  supposed  that  he  made  his  first  eiperiments  at 
Lyons;  and  on  establishing  himself  at  Antwerp,  he  looked  about  for  learned 
correctors  and  experienced  pressmen :  yet  so  scrupulou-lv  nice  was  he  in  the 
accuracy  of  his  printing,  that  like  another  Robert  Stephen,  ht  exhibited  or  hung 
up  his  yroof-ih eeU  Cat  public  inspection  and  detection  of  errata.  Mallinkrot  and 
Baillct  are  here  my  authorities.  As  to  bis  office,  Guict  ai  say; '  it  was  one 
of  the  noblest  buildings  of  the  day.'  There  he  kept  all  bis  prc^-appaOsfci  :  his 
types,  (tame  of  silver,  as  it  is  imagined,  but  this  reuirii.  •  confirmation)  bis 
""■™,  bis  warehouses,  hi*  drying-rooms,  and  every  thhijr '  ihereuuto  apper- 
taining.' You  have  here,  gentle  reader,  both  a  detailed  Movant  of  this  printing- 
office,  as  it  now  exists,  and  a  copper-plate  view  of  that  side  of  Ihe  '  quadrangle,' 
above-mentioned  by  Lysander,  which  it  eiclusivcly  devoted  to  it :  each  being 
supplied  me  by  the  pen  and  pencil  of  the  tame  ingenious  tod  wi-il-n  r-tii  ,mti- 
quary  in  matters  of  this  nature.  The  drawing  was  made  on  the  spot.  But 
the  general  description  mutt  precede  the  view. 

'  Plantin't  bouse  stands  in  the  •  Friday  Market,'  as  it  is  call.  ■  I,  near  I  he  Sclield. 
The  principal  front  of  the  building  is  a  heavy,  regular,  pieu  .]'  architecture ;  it 
hat  been  somewhat  modernised,  but  the  well-known  device  of  Ihe  founder  [see 
p.  159.  post]  still  retains  its  place  in  the  pediment  of  the  arched  gate-way.  Tlie 
interior  forms  an  extensive  quadrangle,  and  hat  every  appearance  of  being  in  its 
original  state.  In  the  early  half  of  the  17th  Century  it  was  visited  by  Goltiius, 
and  from  the  description  which  he  hat  given  in  hi*  Itinerary,  it  seems  tlmt  since 
his  bnw, at  least,  it  has  on!  undergone  any  alteration.  On  entering  the  unndrangle. 
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whose  works  have  ever  adorned  the  literary  republic,  none, 
I  think,  stand  upon  so  broad  and  lofty  a.  pedestal  as  Chris- 
topher Plantin.     Jenson  and  Robert  Stephen  had  equal 

the  Printing  Office  [as  in  the  view  below]  is  on  the  left  hand  side.  The  bust  iii 
the  second  window,  » that  of  Plantin.  The  one  over  the  door  represents  John 
Moiiitus,  the  husband  of  Planting  second  daughter  Martina,  and  who  inherited 
the  property  after  Flantin'i  death,  M.  Mohetub,  the  present  proprietor,  is  his 
lineal  descendant  The  business  is  still  carried  on,  but  in  a  very  sluggish  manner. 
They  print  little  else  eicept  Missals  and  Breviaries,  and  the  types  which  they  era  ploy 
are  cast  in  Plan  tin's  matrices.  Five  of  Plwitin's  massy  presses  remain  in  the  pits* 
room,  in  good  repair :  the  others  were  destroyed  by  the  French,  when  they  took 
possession  of  the  town.  At  a  later  period,  the  French  Authorities  put  the  retraining 
presses  under  seal :  the  cause  of  this  proceeding  was  not  explained,  but  the  seels 
had  not  been  removed  in  1815,  notwithstanding  the  change  of  government.  The 
street  front,  and  the  opposite  side  of  the  quadrangle,  are  used  for  domestic  purpose). 
On  the  ground  Boor  of  the  latter,  are  the  apartments  which  were  occupied  by 
Jdbtos  Ltrtios  during  the  time  that  he  was  treated  as  the  inmate  of  the  munificent 
typographer.  The  boat  of  Lipsins  has  been  placed  on  the  outside  of  his  study ; 
which  is  the  first  room  on  entering  the  quadrangle.  It  is  fitted  up  in  the  old 
Flemish  style,  and  paved  with  Muck  and  red  lilcs.    II  also  contains  the  portraits 
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elegance,  and  Aldus  and  Froben  equal  zeal  and  learning , 
but  lake  his  smaller  and  his  larger  works  toge  his  pocket 
Latin  Bible  and  his  Polyglot  Bible,  and  yon  will  hardly 

From  tbe  study  you  pass  into  a  second  clamber,  in  which  1 1  if  Critic  slept.  The 
nlli  are  covered  with  hanging)  of  black  lestlier  Vamped  wJ  b  gMrf  arabesques. 
Tbe  beams  and  rafters  of  tbe  ceiling  appear  to  be  of  ch. Miiut  wood,  and  are 
tarred  and  let  inlo  each  other  with  tbe  nicety  of  cabinet  work.  Adjoining  tn  tbli 
room,  U  Planting  Cettnti*g-Htwtc :  a  snuUsequerteredcnhiii.  i,  lighted  only  by  a 
angle  muHionnl  window,  which  is  nearly  covered  hj  An  fntiaga  nl  ilir  vines  which 
ran  over  the  front  of  this  part  of  the  building  [Me  plate.  In  tin-  right.]  Plnntin'j 
Writing-Dak  if  exactly  inch  a  one  a  we  see  placed  before  :.  <  or  an  author  in 

an  old  wood-cut  in  the  first  page  of  a  romance  '  en  lettres  gut]  :'  oat  of  those 

elaborate  pieces  of  carpentry  with  twisted  legs  and  little  arches,  and  innumerable 
cross  bars  and  fastenings.  All  hii  relics  have  been  presrr.  :  nitfi  uikomuson 
care.  Hii  Bran  Lamp  stills  stand*  on  the  upper  ledge  of  tbe  ussa  I  :iud  on  ■  shelf 
behind  tbe  high-backed  smooth-worn  arm  chair,  there  are  piled  hit  Lcd^m  and 
those  of  his  successors.  The  dates  are  written  on  the  margins  mid  the  series 
begins  with  tbe  year  1586.  Two  large  carved  presses  at  the  other  eivlof  the  room 
contain  tbe  matrices  of  his  types  and  the  copper  plates  eni[>ln\ei1  in  the  works 
which  he  printed.  The  last  room  which  was  shewn  is  used  as  a  store-™™  for 
Hie  types  and  blocks,  some  of  which  were  produced  to  me.  The  side  of  the 
quadrangle  which  remains  tu  be  described  consists  of  the  Libi-.ini  and  fl'ureAiiuK 
The  basement  is  composed  of  a  handsome  Doric  arcade.  Tin-  library  i-  on  the 
first  floor,  and  I  wis  informed  that  no  portion  of  PhutbVs  Caleb  rated  collection 
ra*  ever  been  alienated  or  removed.' 

TbU  very  office  was  visited  by  De  Thou,  when  Ptonlm's  circu instances  were 
on  the  decline  ;  yet  setihtnw  vscsiu  were  then  at  work  there! . .  And  in 
this  very  office,  when  Guicciardim  wrote  his  account  of  it,  in  the  prosperous 
days  of  its  founder,  curium  or  100  oolden  ciovs-  per  day  were 
spent  in  the  payment  of  correctors  and  pressmen . . .  and  from  tlui  very  office 
such  ■  succession  of  beautiful,  curious,  usefnl,  and  magniiiivnl  works  issued, 
as  filled  Europe  with  astonishment,  and  raised  the  name  of  I'lanim  to  the 
topmost  pitch  of  glory.  ■  lam  well  aware  (says  Scribauius)  (hat  many  illustrious 
men  have  flourished  u  printers;  I  hive  known  the  Alclu  ■-.  from  Italy— the 
Ftnbens,  from  Germany — and  the  Stephens,  from  Fiance:  hut  these  are  all 
eclipsed  in  the  single  name  of  Plsntin!  If  they  were  the  Stan  of  their  own 
hemispheres,  you,  Plantin,  are  the  Sun — not  of  Antwerp,  tot  at  Betplm  only — 
but  of  the  world.'  One  William  Pantin,  indeed,  (see  Baillci,  vul.  t  pt.  i.  p.  Tl) 
compares  the  office  of  Plantin  'to  the  belly  of  the  Trojan  I  ama— adding,  tbat 
many  more  heroes  (in  the  shape  of  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  latin  books)  issued  from 
it,  than  there  came  Grecian  warriors  from  the  horse  of  Troy. '  A  droll  comparisou, 
and  possibly  tisuaae.' 
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find  any  thing  to  approach,  certainly  nothing  to  excel,  them* 
And  then,  too,  when  one  thinks  of  this  latter  upon  vellum 
.  •  •  Transporting  thought ! 

But  of  all  these  heroes,  in  the  shape  of  a  book,  none  was  ever  gifted  with 
so  colossal  a  stature,  none  ever  achieved  such  stupendous  deeds,  and  none 
ever  received  such  unqualified  eulogy,  as  the  work  ycleped  Biblia  Sacra 
Polyglotta,  6c c.  Anttoerpiai,  1561-1578— in  6  or  8  folio  volumes:  called,  over 
and  over  again, '  the  eighth  miracle  of  the  word.'  Those  who  have  not  Mallinkrot 
(p.  115,  &c)  or  WoJfiua  (BibL  Hebr.  vol.  ii  p.  341,  &c,)  or  Clement  (BibL 
Curieute,  &c.  vol.  iv.  p.  176)  or  Masch  {BibL  Sacra,  vol.  i.  p.  340-348)  at  hand, 
may  possibly  content  themselves  with  the  pithy  notice  of  this  splendid  typogra- 
phical achievement  to  be  found  in  the  Introd.  to  the  Classic*,  vol.  i.  p.  8,  &c    A 
little  volume  might  be  written  as  a  sort  of  memoir  of  this  work— -which  was  carried 
on,  it  is  affirmed,  at  the  expense  of  Philip  IL ;  was  chiefly  edited  by  Arias  Mon- 
tanus,  and  exclusively  printed  by  Plantin.    Clement  defends  the  imputation  cast 
upon  Philip,  as  having  only  lent  Plantin  the  money ;  and  as  having  persecuted  our 
printer  *  even  unto  death  *  by  constant  dunning.    This  may  possibly  turn  out  to 
be  '  scandalum  magnatum  :'  especially  as  Lipsius—  in  his  first  violent  emotions 
of  grief  and  wretchedness,  upon  the  loss  of  Plantin — while  writing  to  his  son-in- 
law  Baphelengius— makes  no  mention  whatever  of  it.  JJpsU  Opera,  1675,  voL  ii. 
p.  192.  But  of  the  Polyglot—'  soft  you ;  a  word  or  two,  before  you  go ;'  gentle 
reader.  There  standeth,  upon  the  shelves  of  the  Althorp  Library,  De  Thou*s  own 
copy  upon  large  paper— in  8  volumes ;  of  which,  the  3  latter  however,  unac-  , 
countably  enough,  are  upon  small  paper- in  the  same  binding.    Wherefore  was. 
this? . . '  De  Thou's  own  copy  upon  large  paper?! !'  Who  would  not  make  a 
pilgrimage  to  such  a  shrine  ?  Yet  further,  and  better  still :  Mr.  Worts  brought 
over  here,  in  May,  1816,  a  copy  upon  vellum— in  ten  volumes— wanting  the 
3  latter  volumes  (in  the  Royal  Library  at  Paris)  which  contain  the  philological 
and  lexicographical  appendix.    This  copy  was  in  its  original  calf  binding, '  with 
gilt  on  the  leaves'—  white,  clean,  ample :  not  to  be  surpassed  —  and  never  did  I 
enjoy  a  French  cup  of  coffee  so  highly,  and  so  exquisitely,  as  when  partaking  of 
it,  in  the  apartments  of  Mr.  Wurtx,  with  this  said  vellum  copy,  divided  into  equal 
portions  on  my  right  hand  and  on  my  left !  Language  can  scarcely  do  justice  to 
its  extraordinary  beauty  and  perfection  of  condition.    Again  note ;  vellum-loving 
reader— one  thousand  guineas  were  asked  for  it :  but  in  times  like  these, '  one 
thousand  guineas'  is  '  a  good  round  sum ! ' 

I  approach  my  peroration.  Christopher  Plantin  died  in  1589,  in  his  75th 
year.  His  epitaph  may  be  seen  in  Foppeus,  Maittaire,  and  others :  it  is  terse, 
vigorous,  and  just— concluding  with  these  lines : 

x    Christophorus  situs  Me  Plantinus,  Regis  Iberi 
Typograpkus ;  ted  Rex  Typographum  tpsejttit. 

Iipstus  heard  from  him  a  little  before  his  death ;  and  between  hope  and  fear,  and 
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Lohkzo.  Does  it  exist  ? 

Ltsaxdes.  Ay,  and  in  a  three-fold  shape :  that  is,  three 
copes  of  it  are  certainly  known  to  exist — and  one  of  them 
was  lately  within  nine  furlongs  of  our  own  Royal  Library. 

■Section  and  anxiety,  '  kissed  his  trcmuluus  hand-writing.'  LiptWt  letter  to 
Baphelengius,  after  Plantin's  decease,  is  full  of  tenderness  and  genuine  feeling." 
Indeed  few  aien  were  to  entirely  devoted  to  him  ax  Lipeius ;  and  tew,  certainly, 
ever  enjoyed  so  many  friendships,  or  received  soch  testimonies  of  commendation, 
as  Ptantio.  Soch  was  the  tore  of  his  person,  and  the  «eol  for  liis  memory,  dis- 
played by  one  of  hit  correctors,  of  the  name  of  Cornelius  Kilianus,  that  this 
latter  died  in  1607 — after  having  '  unceasingly  and  inflexibly  devoted  the  last 
50  years  of  his  life  in  the  duties  of  his  station  at  the  Pianira  Press.'  Yet  this 
Kilianus  was  ■  Tir  Candidas  et  in  versions  facetus ; '  see  a  specimen  of  his  poetry 
in  Wolfii  Monument.  Typog.  toL  ii.  p.  II OS.  As  to  general  panegyric,  bestowed 
by  Lipsius,  Bullart,  Antonio,  Mlneus,  and  others — respecting  the  beauty  and 
accuracy  of  Plantio's  printing — we  may  consult  the  notes  of  Maittaire,  or  the 
brief  pages  of  BailleL  Suffice  it  here  only  to  remark,  that  Scaliger  is  reported  to 
have  observed — '  yon  may  trust  Plantin :  be  is  scrupulously  accurate  :  but  Henry 


>,  may  as  well  bo  quietly  introduced  here. 


■  Mi  Amice,  nulla  umquain  epiitola  tua  aul  gratior  mibi  aut  gmviur  fuit  hac 
poiiremft.  languid!  manu  scriptionem  tuam  nimis  eiosculaius  sum,  &  servabo 
pignui  fidissimi  inter  nos  amoris,  at  dolui  in  tua  afflict  iuiina  [illi  postrenal] 
valctudine,  quamtaiuen  mens  mihi  ciictat  &  prspsagit  jam  esse  meliorem.  ODeus, 
h  in,  facile  me  compotem  bojui  rati !  Aliud  nihil  scribo,  nisi  boc,  quidquid  A  me 
mctum  voles,  ctiam  cum  me  precedes  &  in  vili  hac  terra  nou  eris,  impera :  nan 
rivum  roagis  amavi,  quam  poatea  vera  vivura  Bimbo.   Salve,  salve,  salve.* 

FasNctsco  RaFKtUNoio. 

•  Certe,  mi  Bapbelengi,  tristi  nundo  nercuisi  somas,  tristi :  nee  cuiquara. 

veitrum  qui  sanguine  juncti  estis,  aut  in  aroando  cessi,  aut  nunc  in  dolendo. 

hocfieiu  tenia.  Heu  mi  Plantine,  quis  mihi  post  te  alter?  nemo:  non  magi* 
quam  ante  te  talis  quisquun  fuit.     Bealuro  quidem  te,  qui  eitra  prassent  & 

in  omnl  fortuoa  tua  consilium,  solatium,  opes.  Amabat  le,  hoc  scio.  Sed  feramui, 
&  illiua  maaime  esemplo  (in  quo  enim  hac  virtus  ckriof  1)  prompti  volenteaque 
seqiuunur  magnum  ilium  Deum.  Scripsisseiu  ad  Morctum  fit  heredes,  »ed  lis.  me 
talus  umct,  lit  ego  minime  aptus  sum  ad  solandum,'  6cc.  Ltpsit  Opera,  vol.  ii. 
p.  19*,  edit.  1675,  8»o, 

In  one  of  the  volumes  of  lipsius'i  works  will  be  found  an  account  of  the  death 
of  Plantin,  with  a  sketch  of  hii  character  subjoined:  but  the  foregoing  brief  and 
pithy  demonstrations,  as  it  were,  of  immediate  and  irresistible  lorrow,  are  nut 
mm  touching  than  elaborate  and  liigluj  wrought  de— ""■;""" ' 

VOL.  II.  I 
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Lisardo.  Tantalising  idea !  But  was  it  a  perfect  copy  ? 

Lysander.  Thou  dost  almost '  stick  a  dagger'  in  me,  by 
such  a  question.  The  Sacred  Text  was  entire,  in  ten 
volumes;  the  three  remaining  volumes  were  wanting. 

Lorenzo.  But  of  Plantin  • . .  proceed. 

Lysakder.  He  was  made  €  Royal  Printer'  to  Philip 
the  Second  of  Spain ;  but  that  bigotted  and  cold-blooded 

Stephen  (the  younger)  b  in  the  habit  of  altering  and  correcting  what  does  not 
exactly  suit  his  own  conceit'  This  may  probably  be  the  gist  of  the  note  (g)  in 
Maittaire,  toI.  iii.  p.  545.  Let  me  here  however  make  a  brief  remark  or  two, 
Plantin  execeUed  in  every  species  of  printing.  His  smallest  letter  (technically 
called  Brevier)  is  yet  more  neatly  executed  than  that  of  the  Elzevirs—  as  my 
friend  Mr.  A.  I.  Valpy  must  be  persuaded,  on  examiuing  his  own  copy  of 
the  New  Testament,  in  Latin,  with  a  list  of  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin 
Names,  flee  interspersed  in  the  Bible  at  the  end,  put  forth  by  Plantin  in  1564, 
If  mo.  His  Italic  type  has  a  flow  and  elegance  beyond  even  that  of  the  Aldoses ; 
and  his  larger  Roman  letter  is  at  once  rich,  legible,  and  of  the  nicest  dimensions. 
No  man  ever  better  understood  the  management  of  a  title-page ;  as  his  Baptista 
Porta,  de  MiracuUs  Rerwn,  1560,  8vo.  abundantly  proves— not  to  mention  a 
half-score  other  similar  instances.  He  sometimes,  in  imitation  of  Granjon  at 
Lyons,  and  Daufrie  and  Burton  at  Paris,  printed  in  a  curious  writing-hand  type ; 
but  this  very  rarely.  See  the  luminous  note  (d)  in  Maittaire,  vol.  iii.  p.  549. 
Baillet  says  that  a  '  Catalogue  of  the  Books  printed  in  Plantin's  Office/  was 
published  at  Antwerp  in  1605,  8vo.  Such  a  catalogue  would  be  a  vast  comforter 
to  the  author  of  these  Plantiniana  ! 

Plantin,  like  Paul  Manutius,  (of  whom,  in  due  place  and  time)  seems  to  have 
bad  a  delicate  and  sickly  frame  of  body.  Thus  Lipsius,  in  one  of  his  letters, 
expresses  his  fears-— when  Plantin  had  set  sail  in  a  strong,  although  favourable, 
gale  of  wind — '  lest  his  bodily  weakness  should  be  injured  by  the  roughness  of 
the  sea  :*  'my  only  consolation  (adds  he)  is  in  the  strength  of  your  mind—a 
strength,  indeed,  infinitely  beyond  that  of  your  body,  and  always  judiciously  exer- 
cised upou  needful  occasions.'  This  great  printer  left  behind  him  but  little  wealth, 
if  wealth  be  estimated  by  pounds,  shillings,  and  pence :  but  as  regards  his  Library 
(noticed  in  Le  Long's  Trmctf  des  Bibliotkeques,  p.  353,  and  on  authority  of 
Sanderus)  and  his  reputation,  the  legacy  which  was  bequeathed  to  his  sons-in- 
law,  and  more  particularly  to  Moretus,  was  precious  beyond  all  Cockerian  com- 
putation !  The  physiognomy  of  Plantin  was  truly  noble ;  if  the  graver  of  Goltzius, 
as  shewn  in  the  opposite  plate,  may  be  trusted :  and  yet  Bullart,*  equally 


•  Bullart's  portrait  is  given  in  vol.  ii.  p.  257  of  his  Academie  des  Sciences.  It 
was  copied  by  Foppens  in  his  BibUotheea  Belgica  ;  and  is  pronounced  by  a  friend, 
who  has  seen  the  original  painting,  to  be  the  more  faithful  resemblance. 


Archil 
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monarch  scarcely  ever  facilitated  his  operations.  Plantin 
wanted  money  to  complete  his  Polyglot,  and  the  monarch 
is  reported  to  have  graciously  lent  it  to  him — expecting  to 
be  graciously  repaid  I    Vile  system  of  patronage  towards  an 

disposed  to  give  a  Tilimic  air  to  his  countenance,  bu  thought  fit  to  puLlisli  a 
resemblance,  of  which  the  ensuing  is  a  faithful  copy*  on  a  diminished  scale. 


The  Dewreiof  Plan  tin  were  numerous,  and  were  used  by  his  som-in-law  after  his 
decease;  especially  by  Adrian  Perrier  :  of  whom  see  somewhat  in  laCaille,  p.  176. 
They  are  sometimes  even  more  tastefully  managed  than  what  we  observe  in  the 
Mhibitkins  of  than  by  Lysandcr:  but  the  Fine  is  indeed  &  curiosity  I — and  taken 
from  a  work  published  by  Andreas  Dominicus  Hoccus  '  Be  Petatttibm  Roma- 
snw,'  1561,  8to.  where  it  ocean  at  the  end,  having  the  compass  at  the 
beginning.  Mr.Heber  has  a  pretty  copy  of  this  uncommon  bonk,  which  I  suffered 
to  go  into  his  hands  tor  some  five  shillings  —  but  what  chance  hasLycaon  against 
Achilles I  Note  further  ;  that  Thomas  Sourbon  used  the  Plrnilai-Compau  at 
Lyons,  1614,  in  ■  *ery  elaborate  border,  with  the  motto  '  METRON  ARISTON^ 
and  Laurent  Sonnios  at  Paris,  in  1619,  introduced  the  mine  device,  with  a  ship 
in  the  stride  of  the  compass —  both  upon  copper  and  in  wood.  The  motto  of 
Plantin, '  Lasoaa  et  Conitintu,'  is  the  surest  road  to  the  very  pinnacle  of 
the  Temple  of  Fame;  whether  used  by  Great  Statesmen,  Great  Generals,  Great 
Scholars,  Gnat  Dirines,  Great  Architect*,  or  Great  Mechanics! 


\ 
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honourable  and  able  character — who  was  conducting  towards 
its  close  a  work,  which  might,  in  every  sense,  be  termed 
national  !  Notwithstanding  all  his  celebrity,  talent,  and 
multiplicity  of  business,  Plantin  died  poor,  and,  I  fear, 
broken-hearted ! 

Alhansa.  Alas !  Alas !  but  his  family ...  his  friends . . . 
his  Library . . . 

Lysander.  His  family  consisted  of  three  daughters,  his 
son  dying  in  his  12th  year.  Of  the  daughters,  Margaret,  the 
eldest,  married  Raphelengius  ;*  the  second,  Martina,  was 
united  to  Moeetus  ;  f  and  the  third,  Magdalen,  married  first 
Gilles  Begs,  and  afterwards  Adrian  Perkier.    The  libraiy 

*  married  Raphelengius.]  There  is  a  pleasing  account  of  Francisus  Raphe- 
lsngivs  in  Peignet't  Diet.  Rats,  de  Bibliologie,  vol.  ii.  p.  155.  This  distinguished 
scholar  and  printer  was  born  of  parents  in  low  condition,  and  destined  for  trade. 
An  invincible  love  of  study  directed  his  attention  towards  books ;  and  daring  the 
civil  wars  of  France  he  came  to  England,  and  taught  the  learned  languages  some 
time  at  Cambridge.  Going  over  to  Antwerp,  to  purchase  rare  books  there  for 
the  University,  he  fell,  first,  in  love  with  the  splendid  apparatus  of  Plantin's 
printing  office,  and,  secondly,  with  the  not  less  attractive  charms  of  Mademoiselle 
Margaret  Plantin — '  Plantin,  (says  the  gallant  Peignot)  charme  de  sa  candeur, 
de  sa  probite  et  de  son  erudition,  se  l'attacha  en  lui  dounant  en  manage  sa  fille 
ainee.'  He  had  by  her  three  sons  and  a  daughter,  and  died  in  1597,  in  his  58th 
year.  His  learning  lay  chiefly  in  the  Hebrew  and  Oriental  languages ;  and  that 
part  of  the  Polyglot  (the  latter  volumes)  which  embraces  Hebraic  lexicography, 
etc.  was  executed  more  particularly  under  the  eye  of  Raphelengius .  . .  whose 
modesty,  be  it  known,  was  equal  to  his  erudition.  This  able  man  was  made  printer 

I  to  the  University  of  Leyden,  and  conducted  the  press  of  his  father-in-law,  who 

bad  established  an  office  there.    Thus,  in  the  frontispiece  of  Whitney's  Emblems 
1  (sec  vol.  i.  p.  275)  we  read  •  Imprinted  at  Leyden,  In  the  House  of  Christopher 

Plantyn,  by  Francis  Raphelengius.'  This  imprint  calls  to  recollection  the  very 
Ample  and  delectable  copy  of  this  coveted  book  in  the  choice  library  of  another 
friend— Mr.  Freeling.    It  is  *  Exemplar  vere  Brobdignagianum.' 

t  united  to  Moretus.]  His  christian  name  was  Jons.   He  had  two  sons, 
Balthazar  and  John,  who  succeeded  to  his  business,  as  printer,  in  1610,  on  the 
death  of  their  father.  Moretus  received  the  library  of  Plantin  as  his  father-in-law's 
\  legacy ;  and  this  library,  (see  p.  153,  ante),  yet  contmocs  in  its  pristine  state.  Paul 

Pater  (upon  what  authority,  does  not  exactly  appear)  tells  us  tliat  Moretus  kept 
forty-eight  presses  in  constant  motion.    The  passage  is  carious :  '  Hujus  typogra- 
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of  Plantin  yet  remains  untouched.  His  friends  were  many 
and  illustrious.  Wherever  we  see  his  portrait  or  device,  let 
us  reverence  each  with  Decerning  feelings  of  respect.  In 
regard  to  his  Devices,  where  is  the  civilised  quarter  of  the 
globe  that  does  not  contain  a  volume  in  which  we  see  the 
Hand  and  Compass  of  Plantin  P  You  have  here  two  pleas- 
ing varieties  of  it. 


The  Devices  of  Christopher  Plantin. 

ph*I  digntos  et  pnestantia  vel  inde  ECtlimtoda,  quod  octo  ct  qundraginla  prelis 
openrum  minute™  qiiolidie  ferrcret ;  unde  ladle  colligerc,  quanto  iropendio  hsc 
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I  am  not  sure  whether  the  fallowing  be  exactly  attributable 
to  Plautin.  It  is  however  attached  to  a  book  which  bears 
bis  name  and  usual  mark  in  the  title-page.  If  it  be,  its 
rarity  is  extreme. 


The  Device  of  the  Same. 


i,  quamque  nuraeroaas  sibi  typothetaruni  raiuii 
quarnm  ope  ad  ilucenta  Toluanna  minora,  tOO.  Ria  Papier,  singulis  diebu*  tjpis 
describi,  el  regis  bine  tipea  in  possessore!  redundare  polocrin!.'  '  Dt  Gemma* 
JWimruJjj,  £c.  Diaertatia,  Uptia,  1710,  4to.  p.  79. 

A  little  further  onwinl  (p.  86)  the  nine  amusing  author  gives  us  an  estimate 
of'  The  weekly  garni  which  may  be  derived  from  one  yrtu  ;'  '  Si  tempora  suet 
piopitk,  artis  sociorum  umu  cum  adjutore  tyrone,  dierum  ipatio  trium,  integrum 
TOlumeo  tnnjits,  cincn  Ballea,  sire  decern  Tolumina  minora,  lehert  Ttirnt,  preli 
pressure  labore  solito  absolve!,  atque  its  sex  diebus  bins  maiora,  lea  viginti 
minora  volumina  finiet,  in  milliu  plnra  a  mutriplkandus  liber,  proqae  hoc  «n» 
diligeutia  nununos  unciales  decern  hebdomadibus  singulis  apiet ;  subtract* 
dimidia  parte  in  alimenta,  mercedem,  alloaque  domestic™  inns,  restahunt  Inipe 
rialrs  qniuque,  pro  nova  aorte  maiaaque  reponendi.'  Let  me  conclude  these 
Flint  mi  a  mj  by  asking  whether  any  '  History  of  Ibe  Antwerp  Pros  exists? 
I  lie  Plantin  fuuiilj  alone  are  deserving  of  800  quarto  pages. 
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You  may  remember  the  frequent  appearance  of  Planting 
device  upon  copper.  Tell  me  how  you  like  the  following 
specimen  of  it  ?  Yet  I  should  premise  that  there  are  varieties 
of  it,  produced  by  the  same  mechanical  process,  which  may 
possibly  be  thought  to  exhibit  more  elegance  of  composition. 
We  must  not  however  find  fault  with  Lorenzo's  bill  of  fare ; 
but  partake  of  the  dishes  as  they  present  themselves  to  our 


Hark . . .  the  evening  Arsenal-hell  tolls,  and  we  promised 
to  reach  Ghent  before  the  next  morning  sun !  The  gates 
are  about  to  shut.  Let  us  away.  Illustrious  Plantin  .  .  . 
receive  our  last  farewell,  and  never-ceasing  testimonies  of 
respect  and  veneration ! 
Alhanba.  Why  do  you  whirl  us  so  rapidly  to  Ghent  f 
Lybandek.  Merely  to  take  a  hasty  peep  at  the  pretty 
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device  of  Jodocus  Lambert.*     Look  how  cleverly  thii 
rural  lad  manages  his  sheaf  and  sickle ! 


Away  now  for  Switzerland ! . .  for  really  there  would  be 
no  limits  to  the  discussion,  and  the  day  ought  to  hxvejbrty- 
eight  instead  of  tmenty^faur  hours,  if  we  lingered  in  every 
town  which  might  afford  amusing  anecdotes  connected  with 
its  earliest  typographical  exhibitions — 

Lorenzo.  Remember  Venice . .  The  land  of  the  Alduses, 
the  Gicnti,  and  Gioliti  t 

•  device  t$  Jodoctu  Lambert.}  The  device  above  given  is  taken  from  ■  very 
curious  and  uncommonly  rare  little  quarto  tract  (in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Lang) 
of  which  the  following  is  the  title. 

JLon  veoit  phtiicuri  gent  niter  ei  cov-rir 
A  Gaut  ce  capitate  Btuoet  teoir  mourn- 
1543. 
This  is  above  a  well-r lecnted,  but  frightfully  repulsive,  wood-cut  of  the  dismem- 
bering of  the  said  '  Caphaiue  Basset '  who  i>  being  executed  upon  a  scafii Jd. 
The  figures  in  the  foreground,  of  which  only  the  half-lengths  are  seel],  are  admi- 
rably drawn  and  engraved.    At  the  end  we  read  the  following  imprint '  JmpruBJ 
a  Gand,  par  June  Labert,  Tuillctir  it  laira,  demmrant  la  maiion  dt  la  viik,  <m 
an  trfuue  ca  Uureti  a  vendre.  L'an  degraet  m.o.xliii. 
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Lisabdo.  But  where  is  the  Strasbourg  Lion — with  the 
roaring  of  which  you  just  now  threatened  to  astonish  our 
weak  nerves  ? 

Lysandeb.  Right,  Lisardo.  This  reminds  me  of  two 
remaining  cities,  in  which,  previous  to  our  expedition  into 
Switzerland,  it  may  be  as  well  to  tarry  for  two  minutes 
only.  I  mean,  Strasbourg  and  Heidelberg.  First,  bear 
in  recollection,  that  John  Bernhardt,  commonly  called 
Gbuninger,  was  a  most  active  and  distinguished  printer 
at  the  former  place,  in  the  annals  of  the  xvth  century. 
He  must  have  employed,  I  think,  a  host  of  artists,  and 
must  have  had  prodigious  enthusiasm  in  his  profession. 
Yet  is  the  style  of  art,  observable  in  his  multifarious  pro- 
ductions, a  little  grotesque  and  extravagant.  Call  to  mind 
his  device,  as  exhibited  in  a  late  publication,*  and  receive, 
with  becoming  sentiments  of  respect,  the  very  curious  and 
striking  embellishment  used  by  Wolfgang  Cephalaus  :  a 
printer,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  many  valuable  Greek 
books.f 

•  device  of  Grumngtr,  as  exhibited  in  a  late  publication.]  I  presume  Lysander 
to  allude  to  the  BibL  Spenceriana,  vol.  ii.  p.  94,  where  the  fac-simile  of  it  is  taken 
from  the  Horace  of  1498.  Those  who  possess  this  edition  of  Horace,  the  Terence 
of  1496  (roily  described  in  the  same  work,  vol  ii  p.  426)  the  Boethius  of  1501, 
and  the  Virgil  of  1505— each  executed  by  Gurninger,  or  Gruninger  (the  name  is 
spelt  either  way)  in  the  same  style  of  embellishment—may  be  said  to  possess  the 
more  rare  and  curious  specimens  of  the  press  of  that  active  and  spirited  printer. 
The  instructive  pages  of  Prosper  Marchand  (Diet.  Hist,  fc.  vol.  L  p.  288)  afford 
ample  details  of  the  multifarious  operations  of  the  same  press ;  concerning  which 
I  have  a  strong  suspicion,  in  a  very  remote  corner  of  the  pericranium,  that  a 
most  curious  and  amusing  brochure  might  be  put  forth.  Maittaire  has,  very 
naughtily,  paased  him *  sub  silentio'  in  hb  valuable  typographical  annals. 

t  CephaUcus . . .  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  many  valuable  Greek  books.]  The 
above  device  is  taken  from  the  Greek  Septuagint  published  by  Cephalfsus  in 
5  voL  in  1526 :  a  work  of  extreme  delicacy  of  typographical  execution,  and  of 
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The  Device  of  Wolfgang' Cephal«hs. 

What  have  we  here  ?    The  device  of  Johk  Albrecht  ; 
of  whom  I  know  little  or  nothing,  except  that  he  printed  in 


which,  tall  and  clean  copiaa  (neb,  a*  the  one  in  Lord  Spencer's  collection) 
abould  be  hunted  after  and  cher'uhed  by  erery  lover  of  earl;  Greek  printing. 
Be  it  remembered  also,  that  I;  W.  Reimnuniu.  in  hli  Accatimti  Uberiara  to  bii 
Father"!  Catalogue  of  Theological  Work),  at  p.  146,  cadi  this  woe  Wolfcwo 


Greek,  and  Hebrew  languages.'  He  wai  also  a  relation  of  the  famoui  Fabrichu 
Capito, '  at  whose  request  be  let  about  the  New  Teitainent  in  Greek,  of  the  date 
of  15*4  ;  and  to  which  the  above  edition  of  the  Septoagint  muit  be  considered 
as  a  necesiary  companion.'  A  little  gojaiping  about  both  these  publicationi  of 
the  sacred  text  may  be  found  in  the  liirod.  to  tht  Clauici,  vol.  L  p,  37,  p.  60, 
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the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century  in  the  city  where  we 
are  now  tarrying. 


The  Device  of  John  Albhecht. 

Now  then  for  the  Soaring  Lion  of  Mruus  !*  Did  you 
ever  see  a  more  noble  fellow  ?    He  seems  to  be  the  very 

Panzer  males  the  earliest  printeel  book  ufCephaheui  uf  the  date  of  1514;  vol.  li. 
p.  583— but  in  vol.  ri.  p.  64-69,  I  see  no  work  where  that  printer's  name  ia 
introduced  in  (he  colophon. 

•  the  wiring  Lion  of  Mvi  .int.]  It  Li  u  little  hard  upon  Chjtji  My  m-j,  that, 
had  his  lion  roared  '  an  'twere  any  nightingale,1  he  should  not  have  found  a 
memorialist  either  in  Maittaire  oi  Punier.  Both  have  passed  him  over .-  at 
least,  bis  name  does  not  occur  in  the  indexes  of  these  renowned  bibliographer* : 


1 
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Samson  of  his  species,  and  makes  nothing  of  the  ponderous 
pillar  upon  his  left  shoulder— while  his  right  paw  rests  upon 
a  shield  which  I  presume  to  be  a  representation  of  the  city- 
arms  of  Strasbourg.  The  motto  subjoined  to  it— that '  his 
Enemies  were  better  acquainted  with  his  front  than  his 
back'— delights  me  infinitely,  as  being  worthy  of  such  an 
admirable  representation  of  courage. 

and  why  am  I  to  wade  through  as  many  conflicting  elements  as  opposed  Satan, 
in  his  flight  from  <  Chaos  and  old  Night'  to  the  confines  of  this  world,  in  search  | 

of  perhaps  a  mere  transient  notice  or  indirect  eulogy  of  this  lion-hearted  printer?  i 

No :  be  it  only  understood,  therefore,  that  the  volume,  from  which  the  above 
device  is  taken, '  hath  to  name/  Chrotiicon  Abbatis  VrtpergensU,  <£c  with  PmraU- 
pomena  Rerum  MemorabUium,  Src.  Argeniorati  Apud  Cratonem  Mylium,  1537, 
folio— and  that  a  copy  of  this  said  chronicle  enriches  the  well  selected  library  of 
York  Cathedral.  The  latter  part  of  it  contains  spirited  heads  (meant  for  portraits) 
in  outline,  with  black  grounds ;  and  the  whole  volume  hath  a  joyous  and  splendid 
cast  of  character.  Didst  ever  see,  chronicle-searching  reader,  an  earlier  edition 
of  this  *  Chrvnicon  Abbatis  Vrspergenm9  ('  situate  and  being  midway  between 
Ulra  and  Augsbourg')  of  the  date  of  1515,  folio,  executed  by  John  Miller,  at 
Augsbourg,  with  the  arms  of  the  said  abbey  (as  I  conceive)  beneath  ? 

The  frontispiece  of  this  earlier  edition  is  in  a  spirited  style  of  art :  having  a 
broad  and  Basil-like  ornamented  border,  with  a  black  back-ground,  in  the  centre 
of  which  stand  Nmus  and  the  Emperor  Frederic  II .  in  earnest  discourse,  as  if  they 
had  been  long  and  well  acquainted  with  each  other.  The  back  of  the  title-page, 
however,  gives  us  the  melancholy  intelligence  that  this  edition  is  taken  *  from  the 
only  known  ms.  copy,  which  is  sadly  corrupted  ('  vnicuni  enim  et  id  quidem 
admodum  mendosum  extabat  exemplar').  Note  further:  this  earlier  edition  does 
not  contain  the  ParaUpomena  of  that  of  1537 j  and  for  the  satisfaction  of  nervous 
readers,  the  smaller  lion  of  Mylius  (who  roars  only '  like  a  sucking  pig')  is  in  the 
frontispiece ;  while  the  above  magnificent  creature  takes  his  station  at  the  end* 
The  motto,  alluded  to  by  Lysander,  is  as  follows : 

Hostibus  haud  tergo,  tedforti  pectore,  notus. 

A  motto,  which  many  a  '  British  Lion1  may  with  admirable  truth  assume  to 
himself . . .  and  so  farewell  to  thee,  thou  King  of  Beasts,  whether  disporting 
thyself  at  Strasbourg  or  at  London  ! 


[ 
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The  Device  of  Ckato  Mylius. 
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What  an  opposition  does  the  ensuing  diminutive  repre- 
sentation of*  TVidA' — used  by  Commelin  at  Heidelberg*— 
exhibit  ?  This  figure  was  partly  borrowed  by  the  Cambridge 
printers  in  the  seventeenth  century,  for  that  of  their  Alma 
Mater  ;  and  indeed  is,  of  itself,  often  of  larger  dimensions. 


*  Com>1LM  at  Httdtlberg.']  His  Christian  name  was  Jsromi.  A  very 
pleasing  small  pearl-neck -lace  of  anecdotes,  as  testimonies  of  approbation,  might 
be  strung  to  hang  ronnd  the  nock  of  the  marble  bast  of  Commclin . . .  should  inch 
bust  be  in  existence.  We  hare  first,  and  prindpnlly,  the  united  suffrages  of  the 
very  Castor  and  Pallia:  of  literary  constellations,  Scaliger  and  Casal'mdn,  in 
commendation  of  the  said  Jerome  Conimelin.  According  to  Baillet,  Casaubon  says 
in  one  of  his  epistles  (but  Casanborft  epistles  are  not  just  now  at  hand)  that '  be 
made  a  point  of  buying  tuery  book  which  came  from  Commelin's  press,  without 
any  distinction :  so  great  was  his  opinion  of  his  talents.'  Jugrauni  dri  Sauna, 
vul,  i.  pt  ii.  p.  61.  Scaliger  says,  that '  whatever  he  did  was  eicellent,  and  that 
he  was  learned  both  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  lint  not  in  the  Hebrew :' 
Poster.  Scoligcrvma,  p.  54.  Mallinkmt  notices  his  talents  ;  calling  him  '  ernditis- 
simus  Typographus/  and  mentioning  his  celebrated  edition!  of  the  works  of  St. 
Athannsius  and  Chrysostom.  De  Ait.  Tying.  16*0,  4to.  p.  93.  Paul  Pater  (not 
'  Father  Paul')  has  a  neatly-turned  eulogy  of  him — '  vere  pnestans  (says  he)  et 
mitioribus  in  litteris  versatissimui  typographus.  Ininria  temporis  patrio  solo 
eicessit,  et  Hcidelbergs  Larem  tenuit,  inque  offidna  sua  tot  rgregios  scriptures 
procudh,  nt  Don  ladle  p»lmam  sjicui  omcesserit.'  Dt  Germ.  Mine.  Opt.  Mai. 
Typ.LU   1710,410.  p.  78. 

Commclin  was  a  Frenchman  by  birth ;  and  Baillet  says  that  he  settled  himself 
at  Heidelberg  '  on  account  of  being  near  the  Palatinate  Library  f  yet  Pater  may 
be  also  right.  Scaliger,  who  knew  apd  loved  him  sincerely,  thus  mentions  his  death 
— in  one  of  his  letters  to  Casaubon  of  the  date  of  April  16th,  1S98-  'Commclin, 
to  my  inexpressible  sorrow,  and  to  the  great  loss  of  Grecian  literature,  is  no  more. 
His  wife,  liaving  just  relumed  from  Frankfort,  where  she  had  caught  an  epidemic 
fever,  communicated  the  disease  to  him :  and  both  of  them,  together  with  some 
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But  I  see  you  begin  to  be  impatient  for  your  Switzerland 
trip . .  •  and  hie  for  the  capital  of  that  country !  We  are  now 
therefore  at  Basil :  the  native  city  of  Ameebach  and  of 
Fboben.*    Illustrious  men ! . . 

Lisa&do.  Amerbach  is  a  stranger  to  me. 

Lysander.  Possibly  so;  but  he  is  not  the  less  deserving 
of  notice  and  commendation  on  that  account.  He  was  a 
corrector  of  the  press  of  Koburger,  and  the  master  of 
Froben ;  and  Maittaire,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  is 

of  their  numerous  family,  perished  nearly  at  the  same  time.'  Scalig.  Epistolc, 
1627,  8vo.  p.  166.  Commelin's  son,  Peter,  used  his  father's  device,  on  a  large 
scale,  in  an  elaborate  border,  subscribing  himself '  Petrus  Sanctandreanns :'  that 
is,  Irving  at  the  sign  of  St.  Andrew.  Hollar  executed  a  pretty  small  plate,  from 
the  idea  of  Commelin's  device,  of  the  naked  figure  of  truth— a  sun  in  her  right 
hand,  a  cup  in  her  left,  with  milk  streaming  from  each  breast,  for  Roger  Daniel, 
printer  to  the  University  of  Cambridge :  having,  for  motto,  '  Hinc  Lucem  et 
Poeuia  Sacra.'    This  lady,  however,  is  meant  for  Alma  Mater. 

•  Amebbach  and  Froben.]  Of  Johannes  Am ebbachius,  who  toiled  and 
laboured  a  full  thirty  years  in  bis  typographical  calling,  I  can  only  here  observe 
(for  Froben  demands  my  more  serious  attention)  that  Maittaire  has  done  him 
every  possible  degree  of  justice  in  fire  goodly  quarto  pages,  in  his  Atmal.  Typog. 
vol.  L  p.  37-42 :  and  to  these  pages,  or  to  the  summary  of  them,  in  his  Index, 
voL  L  p.  36,  let  the  pains-taking  antiquary  resort  for  further  information.    Yet 
another  word,  before  we  part.    Amerbach,  oddly  enough,  brings  painful  recol- 
lections to  my  mind :  for  see,  tender-hearted  reader,  what  a  difficult  task  I  once 
sustained  in  collating  his  admirably  printed  edition  of  some  of  the  Works  of 
Petrarch  in  1496— as  noticed  in  the  Bibl.  Spenceriana,  vol.  iii.  p.  454-6.  O  rare 
Ioannes  de  Amerbach — what  a  selector  of  signatures  wert  thou !  Let  us  however 
cherish  and  respect  his  memory  :  for  he  corrected  many  a  ponderous  tome  for 
the  press  of  Koburger,  and  associated  to  himself,  in  turn,  our  well  beloved  Iohn 
Froben,  for  his  own  corrector.    He  has  also  received  the  warm  eulogies  of 
his  master  Lapidanus.  and  of  Erasmus :  the  latter  of  whom,  in  his  Epistles, 
calls  him  '  the  best  of  men ;'  and  speaks  highly  in  his  dedication  to  Pope  Leo  X. 
of  his  children — who  assisted  Froben  in  his  office.  Amerbach  was  certainly '  blest 
in  his  children '— '  optimi  juvenes  pukherrimam  provindam,  ab  optimo  parente 
mandatam,  graviter  obeunf  —  are  the  words  of  Erasmus.    Jungendres  is  not  a 
little  eloquent  in  commendation  of  the  father,  Amerbach  :  Ditq.  m  Not.  Charact. 
Ubror.  6xc  p.  1740,  4fc>.  p.  21 :  and  John  Fabricius,  in  his  Bibl  Fabric,  1722, 
4to.  pt.  v.  p.  40,  &c.  commends  a  descendant  (I  suppose)  of  this  ancient  and 
worthy  printer,  in  his  account  of  Henry  Ammebsbacu. 
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both  copious  and  earnest  in  commendation  of  him.  But  for 
FaoBKN . . .  prepare  your  most  curiously-wrought  fthyplAta 
of  ever-green:*  bring  hither  also  your 

....  bells  and  flowerets  of  a  thousand  hues 


•  for  Froben,  prepare  your  matt  curuwsUfwrtnight  ekapUtt  of  evergreen,']  In 
the  Frobxniana  which  '  hereafter  follow/  I  hare  endeavoured  to  supply  the 
places  of  *  duplets,'  and '  bells,'  and  *  flowerets'  by  a  few  sober  facts  which  may 
be  somewhat  palateaUe  even  to  those  who  have  not  made  typographical 
researches  a  particular  branch  of  their  studies.  First,  then,  of  this  truly  eminent 
printer  John  Froben — eminent,  not  so  much  for  the  splendour,  magnitude,  and 
importance  of  his  publications,  as  for  the  integrity  of  his  character,  the  purity  of 
his  mind,  and  the  real  worth  of  the  greater  number  of  the  works  printed  by 
hinw-be  it  known  that  he  began  his  career,  as  the  preceding  note  intimates,  as  a 
corrector  in  the  printing  office  of  Amerbach.    Maittaire  does  not  speak  with 
confidence  of  the  date  of  the  first  work  printed  on  hit  own  account,  but  supposes, 
with  some  probability,  that  it  was  not  later  than  1491 :  vol.  i.  p.  57.    Panaer 
assigns  the  date  of  1490  as  the  first  of  Froben's  productions ;  vol.  v.  p.  541 :  but 
in  vol.  L  p.  169,  no.  130,  he  questions,  apparently  with  good  reason,  the  accu- 
racy of  such  a  date  in  a  Latin  bible,  in  8vo.  which  Peignot  (Diet,  de  BSNioL 
vol  i.  p.  273)  makes  to  be  of  1491,  per  Joemnem  Frobenhan  de  Hamettwrck. 
Of  the  parents  of  Froben,  nothing  appears  to  be  known  with  certainty ;  and  the 
books  printed  by  him  in  the  xvth  century  are  few  and  unimportant   They  are 
also  uniformly  remarkable,  I  believe,  for  being  executed  in  a  Gothic  type,  rather 
rudely  than  elegantly  formed.    In  an  edition  of  Gratian's  Decretal,  of  the  date 
of  1493,  4to.  (of  which  my  friend  Dr.  Stock  of  Clifton  possesses  a  copy— among 
many  similar  curiosities,  betraying  a  rightly-cultivated  bibhomaniacal  taste  and 
feeling)  our  Froben  is  thus  designated  — '  per  Joannan  froben  de  Hamdbwrg : 
unpreuoric  artit  primariam  atteclam :  jidelemque  operarwm.'    The  editor  of  this 
impression  was  Sebastian  Brandt ;  who  has  taken  care,  in  the  colophon,  to  tell 
us  that  Basil  and  Germany  were  the  nurses  of  every  thing  that  was  exquisite  hi 
the  art  of  printing— forgetting,  peradventure,  the  productions  of  Home  and 
Venice!  The  poetical  register,  (in  a  roroan  type)  following  the  colophon,  hath 
something  in  it  sufficiently  quaint  to  merit  its  present  insertion. 

Ordo  quaternorum  et  numerus 

Ordine  sub  terno  tenet  alpha  et  beta  libellum  hunc : 
Incipit  a  paruo  :  sequitur  de  hinc  maius :  inde 

Quid  duplum  est,  operis  numeru  si  forte  requiris : 
Sexaginta  et  qutnq;  uides :  omnesq;  quaternoa. 

How  soon  Froben  rejected  the  black  letter,  and  adopted  the  roman,  can  only 
be  ascertained  by  a  coUectiou  of  the  works  wliich  have  issued  from  his  press ; 
and  if  ever  a  public  or  private  library  should  be  formed,  or  classed,  according  to 
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to  strew  upon  the  tomb  where  his  '  dry  bones'  (to  borrow 
the  language  of  Erasmus)  repose.  Forgive  the  whimsicality 
of  the  conceit,  or  notion,  but  I  have  always  traced,  in  the 


printer*,  I  do  vehemently  trust  and  hope  that  the  portrait  or  bust  of  Froben 
may  be  found  at  the  summit  of  some  fifty  square  feet,  crowded  with  his  folios, 
quartos,  and  octavos  —  but  let  me  also '  vehemently  hope '  that,  in  lettering  of 
these  precious  tomes,  the  collector,  or  rather  the  binder,  do  not,  from  an  excess 
of  attachment  to  the  name  of  Froben,  mistake  the  printer  for  the  author  of  a 
work !  For  know,  good-humoured  reader,  that  some  seven  years  ago,  much  was 
I  struck  with '  the  merry  conceit '  of  one  Master  •  •  ••  a  bookbinder  to  the 
University  Library  of  Cambridge— who,  upon  the  back  of  one  of  Erasmus's 
editions  of  the  New  Testament,  printed  by  Froben,  and  containing  an  address 
from  that  printer  to  the  reader,  chose  to  make  the  following  inscription  in  letters 
of  fair  gold : 


FROBENIUS 
LECTORI. 


This  arose,  no  doubt,  from  too  enthusiastic  an  attachment  to  the  early  annals  of 
the  Basil  press  1 

It  was  not  till  the  year  1514  that  Froben  made  the  acquaintance  of  Erasmus: 
an  acquaintance,  which  seems  to  have  instantly  ripened  into  friendship ;  which 
only  encreased  w^fe  years,  and  could  be  severed  only  by  death.  Nothing 
could  well  exceed  tne  genial  and  undisturbed  flow  of  sentiment  between  these 
eminent  men.*  One  head,  one  heart,  the  same  impulse,  animated  both.  While 
his  first  edition  of  the  Greek  Testament  was  going  on,  Erasmus,  in  one  of  his 
letters  dated  London,  Apt,  28th,  1515,  thus  remarks:  *  There  is  no  where  a 
more  accurate  press  than  that  of  Froben  ;  nor,  at  the  same  time,  one  from  which 
more  excellent  publications  are  sent  forth,  especially  as  they  relate  to  the  Sacbbd 
Text/  And  to  Pirkheimerus,  two  years  after  the  death  of  Froben,  the  same 
illustrious  character  observes,  that '  a  smcerer  friend  he  never  desired  of  heaven ; 
his  family  continued  to  shew  him  the  same  affectionate  attention  after  the 
decease  of  their  parent,  and  his  own  regard  for  the  children  remained  undimi- 
nished. '  *  In  short  (adds  Erasmus)  1  should  have  been  proud  of  the  city  of  Basil 
for  my  native  place.'  His  direct  eulogy  of  Froben  may  be  found  in  his  Epist.  922, 
as  given  in  Jvrtin's  Life  rf  Erasmus,  vol.  h  p.  393-5, 8vo.  edit  Erasmus  used 
indeed  to  spend  months  together  under  Froben's  roof;  and  in  his  interesting 


*  '  Binos  hos  viros  coataneos  et  ccsevos,  licet  non  populates,  idem  erga  litteras 
stadium  ita  conjunxit,  ut  mutuo  amore,  et  plusquam  fraterno,  hie  ilium  proseque- 
retur.'  Maittaire's  Attnal.  Typog.  vol.  i.  p.  57,  edit.  1733.  And  read  the  eulogies 
of  Erasmus  upon  the  typographical  merits  of  Froben,  in  vol.  ii.  p.  SO,  &c 
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mysteries  of  my  limited  lore,  a  resemblance  between  old 
Froben  and  hia  printing :  between  the  countenance  of  the 
man  and  the  types  used  by  him. 

epistle  (o  Botihcaras,  of  the  date  of  1584,  in  which  he  gives  in  account  of  his 
publications  op  to  that  period,  be  talis  of  having  spent '  ten  months  at  a  time1 
with  Froben — bat  thai  be  pud  the  printer  ISO  golden  florins  for  hii  entertain- 
ment— a  payment,  however,  which  Froben  was  compelled,  against  his  will,  to 
accept.     See  JorttVs  Life  af  Enumui,  rot.  Hi.  p.  105-133. 

The  grateful  Froben  shewed  ever;  sense  of  the  high  opinion  entertained 
of  him  by  so  illustrious  a  scholar  and  guest ;  and  it  was  not  among  the  least 
trifling  of  his  gratifications  to  adorn  the  walls  of  bis  printing  office  with  iui 
fobtrait,  carved  in  wood,  of  the  Lind-beartcd  Erasmus.  This  very  portrait, 
as  it  existed  in  Prober's  time,  is  at  this  moment  suspended  over  the  mantle- 
piece  of  the  repository  of  Mr.  Payne ;  a  bibliopoust,  of  whom  all '  praise  were 
useless  and  censure  vain.'  Take,  graphic  reader,  a  reduced  copy  of  this  portrait 
(the  original  being  a  circle  It  inches  in  diameter)  from  the  pencil  of  Mr.  Bchnet ; 
and  admit  that  it  is  an  ornament  by  no  means  unfitly  introduced  in  its  present 
place  for  who  can  think  of  Frobis,  and  not  prepare  at  the  same  tine  to  take 
off  his  bat  to  his  friend  and  patron  Emuxoaf 
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Axkahsa.  Whimsical  indeed !   Pray  explain  this. 

Lysander.  Readily.  Some  people,  you  know,  pretend 
to  judge  of  the  disposition,  by  the  hand  writing,  of  an 
individual.  This  however  may  be  heretical.  Yet  as  Froben 
was  known,  admired,  and  caressed,  by  the  learned  of  his 


Bxatus  Rhenanus  was  the  intimate  friend  both  of  Froben  and  Erasmus, 
and  wrote  the  life  of  the  latter  prefixed  to  the  edition  of  his  works  pat  forth 
by  the  sons  of  Froben  in  1540,  (see  vol.  i.  p.  236.)  This  life  Bates  has  reprinted 
in  his  Tery  curious  and  too  much  neglected  work,  entitled  '  ViUt  Selectorum 
Aliquot  Vtrorum  qui  DoetrinA,  Dignitate,  out  Pietote  inclaruere,'  1681,  4to. 
p.  801-9. 

Let  us  dwell  somewhat— only  while  our  tea  cools,  or  the  shower  forbids  us '  to 
walk  abroad' — upon  the  purity  of  Froben's  mental  character.  In  the  prefix  to 
Erasmus's  edition  of  the  Greek  Testament  of  151 6,  the  printer  tells  the  reader  that 
*  he  is  always  resolved  upon  publishing  the  best  authors,  especially  those  who  are 
conducive  to  morality  and  piety :  and  he  calls  Christ  to  witness  that  the  beneficial 
results  of  such  publications  are  as  dear  to  him  as  all  pecuniary  compensation. *  *  But 
(adds  he)  however  I  have  invariably  done  my  utmost  to  render  every  work 
which  has  issued  from  my  press  as  accurate  as  possible,  yet  in  none  of  them  have 
I  more  strenuously  laboured  to  accomplish  this  desirable  end  than  in  the  present.7 
Indeed,  his  contempt  of  lucre  was  equally  strong  and  uncommon ;  his  pro- 
fession being  at  that  time  not  very  remarkable  for  liberality  of  dealing — for  thus 
writes  Erasmus  to  Beroaldus,  June  8, 1522 :  '  Verum  ut  video,  nihil  jam  pudet 
typography.  Posteaquam  experiuntur  nihil  avidius  rapi,  quam  nugadsdmas 
quasqoe  nsenias,  neglectis  interim  priscis  ac  probatis  auctoribus,  perfricta  fronte 
sequuntur  illud  e  Satyra :  Lucri  bonus  est  odor  ex  re  qualibek'  But  hear  the 
good  Froben  himself— in  the  preface  to  his  JEsop  of  1517.  '  I  do  all  I  can  (says 
he)  towards  accuracy  and  respectability  of  publication.  I  use  good  paper,  and 
pay  my  editors  liberally.  The  public  are  the  best  judges  bow  these  latter  have 
executed  their  tasks :  only  thus  much  I  must  be  permitted  to  observe — namely, 
if  the  business  of  printing  become  a  mere  object  of  traffic,  as  some  have  already 
complained,  the  discovery  of  the  art  will  be  more  fatal  than  beneficial  to  the 
legitimate  ends  of  learning.'  Maittaire,  in  a  very  fit  of  bibliomania,  thus  subjoins— 
'  We  have  sufficient  evidence  that  the  more  ancient  printers  were  by  no  means 
tainted  with  this  vice.  The  copies  of  their  productions  which  remain,  and  which 
will  for  ever  remain,  bear  testimony  of  the  kind  of  paper,  ink,  type,  and  press- 
work  that  they  adopted :  every  thing  of  the  kind  being  perfect — every  thing,  as 
if  fresh  from  the  press,  invites,  delights,  and  absolutely  dazzles  the  eyes  of  the 
reader  !*    Annah  Typog.  vol.  L  p.  43,  edit.  1719. 

.  On  the  death  of  Froben  in  1527  (in  consequence  of  a  paralytic  affection — and 
in  the  midst  of  an  impression  of  the  entire  works  of  St.  Austin — see  Maittaire, 
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time,  for  his  simplicity ,  integrity,  and  manliness  of  character, 
so  there  seems  to  me,  in  the  productions  of  Ins  press,  to  be  a 
correspondent  plainness  and  simplicity  of  expression.  Jensoh 

voL  ii  p.  S3)  a  whole  corps  of  critics,  editors,  and  learned  printers,  wrote 
epitaphs  and  threnodaical  strains  which  seemed  to  moisten  every  eye  and  melt 
every  heart — not  insensible  to  the  merits  of  the  deceased.  Erasmus,  the  fond, 
the  friendly,  the  enthusiastic  Erasmus,  led  the  way,  as  chief  mourner,  upon  this 
sorrowful  occasion.     His  epitaph,  beginning 

Arida  Iohannis  tegit  hie  lapis  ossa  Frobeni, 

has  been  reprinted  a  thousand  times.  Read  it,  among  other  places,  beneath  the 
portrait  of  Froben  (of  which  presently)  in  Dr.  Knight's  life  of  Erasmus,  facing 
p.  355— where  it  is  engraved  '  from  the  autograph  of  Erasmus.*  Froben  left 
behind  him  two  sons,  Jerom  and  John,  and  a  daughter  of  the  name  of  Jnstina 
who  *  plighted  her  troth/  as  we  shall  presently  see,  in  an  Episcopalian  union! 
The  typographical  reputation  of  Froben  (for  it  is  now  high  time  to  think  of  a 
summary  of  his  professional  character)  consists  in  the  correctness  and  respecta- 
bility of  his  productions.  In  matters  of  ornament,  including  even  bis  devices, 
he  was,  upon  the  whole,  somewhat  gothk:  yet  his  types  are  handsome, 
round,  and  legible,  and  his  ink  is  rather  unusually  black.  Luther  had  a  high 
opinion  of  Froben's  types ;  for  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Spaiatinus,  he  says 
'  Melchior  Lother,  furnished  with  the  best  forms  of  letters  (or  matrices)  from 
Froben's  Office,  comes  prepared  to  establish  a  press  for  the  sake  of  printing  our 
lucubrations.'  Turkman's  ArtnaL  Typog.  Select.  Quad.  Cap.  p.  6,  note.  It  must 
not,  however,  be  concealed  that  Froben  was  rather  unhappy  in  his  choice  of 
Greek  types ;  and  although,  upon  his  death,  Erasmus  complained  of  the  routine 
of  the  office  being  altered  for  the  worse,  yet  he  advised  Jerom,  the  eldest  son, 
to  furnish  himself  with  better  forms  of  Greek  types.  Froben  loved  to  disport 
himself  in  broad  margins,  and  his  capital  initials  are  sometimes  classical  as  well  as 
curious — yet  do  we  too  often  discover  in  them  a  vein  of  humour  approaching  to 
vulgarity ;  and  some  of  his  border-ornaments  are  unaccountably  gross  and  offen- 
sive. How  a  mind  like  Froben's,  resembling  the  white  sheet  upon  which  he 
printed,  could  have  foisted  these '  border-ornaments'  round  the  sacred  text, 
is,  to  me,  utterly  inexplicable.  Our  priuter  rarely  indulged  himself  in  impressions 
upon  vellum  :  but  when  he  did  put  his  strength  forth  in  this  department  of  his 
art,  he  could,  if  he  pleased,  be  miraculously  successful :  witness,  the  second  edi- 
tion of  his  friend  Erasmus's  Gr.  and  Lot.  Testament,  1519,  folio,  in  2  vols,  upon 
vellum,  in  the  library  of  York  Cathedral.  These  glorious  volumes  are  about 
13  inches  and  a  half  in  height,  by  about  9  in  width.  They  are  the  Book-Lions 
of  that  liberally-furnished  library ! 

A  sufficient  number  of  Froben's  devices  is  given  in  the  text.  To  these,  add  the 
fac-siraile  which  appears  in  the  BibL  Spenceriana,  vol.  i.  p.  106 ;  having  for  motto 
'  be  wise  as  serpents,  and  harmless  as  doves/  &c    It  has  been  shewn  (Typog* 
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probably  was  a  smart  dresser,  a  beau,  and  man  of  fashion — 
as  his  types  are  neat,  beauteous,  and  sparkling.  Fust  and 
Schoiffheb,  I  conceive,  to  have  always  worn  good  homely 
drugget  clothing;  and  Mentelin,  Fyneb,  Ketelajrb,  and . 
De  Leempt,  to  have  been  down  right  slovens — because 
their  style  of  printing  partakes  of  the  same  characteristic 
effect  Now  Fboben  was  not  a  smart  fellow,  nor,  on  the 
other  hand,  a  sloven ;  yet  his  clothing  was,  I  think,  made  of 
better  stuff  than  '  homely-drugget'  In  other  words,  there 
appears,  in  the  productions  of  Froben's  press,  a  total  absence 
of  affectation  and  sparkling  conceit.  Perhaps  there  is  also 
the  same  uniform  absence  of  elegance  and  perfect  symmetry : 
yet *  he  who  runs  may  read ;'  and  I  love  his  round,  legible, 
and  black-looking  types  (not  gothic,  for  he  seldom  or  ever 
used  that  character)  in  perfect  unison  with  his  unaffected 
and  honest  physiognomy. 

It  remains  only  to  add,  that  Froben  was  the  bosom  friend 
of  Erasmus,  and  of  many  illustrious  contemporaries ;  while 
his  printing  office  was  the  incessant  vehicle  of  a  number  of 
useful,  learned,  and  pious  works,  which  were  at  once  an 

■ 

Antiq.  vol.  ii.  p.  xl.)  that  our  Wykyn  de  Worde  might  have  borrowed  the  lower 
of  the  devices  at  page  177,  post.  The  taller  devices  of  the  Caduceus  only,  are 
very  poor  and  meagre.  The  Physiognomy  of  Froben  is  well  known  by  a  variety 
of  prints  from  the  painting,  of  which  the  opposite  plate  may  be  considered  a 
most  faithful  copy.  The  original  painting  is  probably  yet  at  Basil;  as  Earl 
Spencer's  picture,  upon  close  examination,  seems  to" be  a  copy,  but  of  an  ancient 
date,  and  exact  execution.  There  is  a  mezzotint,  by  Blooteling,  1671,  of  the 
same  head ;  and  Dr.  Knight's  plate,  in  line  engraving,  is  evidently  a  copy  of  this 
mezzotint.  The  execution  of  it  is  exceedingly  indifferent ;  although,  however 
executed,  the  effect  is  strikingly  characteristic.  Upon  a  calm  and  close  examina- 
tion of  Frobcn's  features,  as  given  in  the  plate  accompanying  these  remarks,  I 
own  there  does  appear  to  me  to  be  some  truth  in  the  apparently  whimsical  notion 
of  Lysander— namely,  that  the  countenance,  disposition,  and  press-work  of  this 
truly  excellent  printer,  seem  all  of  a  piece.  Candour,  honesty,  simplicity,  and 
utility,  pervade  the  whole.  And  so  rest  in  peace — Arida  Iouannis  ossa 
Feobeni ! 
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ornament  and  a  blessing  to  the  age.  Now  for  his  Devices. 
Take  however  only  a  few  of  them;  premising  that  the 
varieties  are  almost  endless. 


The  Devices  of  John  Fbobek  the  Elder. 
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The  Devices  of  John  Fboben  the  Eldeb. 

VOL.  II.  M 


SIXTH  DAY. 


The  Device  of  the  Same. 

What  a  contrast,  my  worthy  friends,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
what  a  felicitous  pun  upon  his  own  name,  does  the  device  of 
Froben's  son-in-law,  Episcopics,*  exhibit  ?  I  own,  if  I  were 


o,  Eriscorioa.]  Nicolas  BncHorp,  or  Eruconui,  or, 

in  English,  Bishop,  married,  mi  we  barejuat  learnt,  the  dame  Jntriu,  oolj 
daughter  of  the  most  excellent  Froben :  — '  Leaving  Basil,  end  getting  en  ship- 
board, (says  the  susceptible  Erasmus)  who  should  come  across  my  mind  bo! 
Eriscorius— and  his  newly-made  bride  Jdstika  !  From  infancy  I  have  known 
and  admired  the  ciquisite  modesty  of  that  young  woman ;  who,  the  older  she 
grew,  the  more  she  exhibited  that  shamlaatneu  and  delicacy  of  manners  which 
rendered  her  a  model  or  the  rest  of  her  sex.'  Again,  after  the  death  of  the 
father-in-law,  the  same  delightful  writer  thus  addresses  Epbcopius,     '  Most 
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driven  to  choose  promptly,  which,  of  all  the  devices  already 
seen,  were  executed  with  most  attention  to  taste  of  compo- 
sition and  brilliancy  of  effect,  that,  which  you  here  behold, 
as  the  device  of  the  last  mentioned  printer,  would  strongly 
prepossess  me  to  give  it  a  decided  superiority. 


The  Device  of  Nicolas  Episcofibs. 

heartily  do  T  congratulate  you  both —  tliat  the  suicd  bonds  of  wedlock  have 
muted  an  honourable,  chute,  *nd  upright  woman,  to  ■  nan  of  equal  honour, 
cbactity,  and  integrity  :  and  I  hope  thai  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when  I  ihall 
b«cto  cocgnmlate  you  upon  the  gamboli  of  a  little  Epiacopius,  in  your  hall,  re- 
aanUiDg,  not  only  youraelvei,  bat  my  late eicellent  friend  John  Fhobeh.  ...  I 
learn  that  yon  are  about  to  inhabit  hi*  house,  and  to  mcceed  to  bu  bujmeii    to 


180  SIXTH  DAY. 

Lisabdo.  I  wish  printers  would,  now-a-days,  endeavour 
to  rival  this  Ejnscopian  embellishment  in  the  title-pages  of 
their  productions . . .  But  what  noble  physiognomy  is  that  to 
which  you  have  just  turned,  dear  Lysander  ? 

Lysandeb.  *Tis  the  *  noble  physiognomy '  of  Oporinus,* 


inhabit  that  house*  in  which  I  have  passed  so  many  delightful  years  of  my  exist- 
ence, and  in  which  your  father-in-law  was  constantly  overwhelming  me  with 
kindnesses/  Bat  I  am  wandering. .  . .  Episcopius  and  his  wife  lived  together  35 
years ;  and  their  epitaph,  written  by  their  children,  will  be  found  in  La  Caille, 
p.  36 ;  from  hence  copied  by  Maittaire,  in  vol.  ii.  p.  359.    The  concluding  lines 

are  these: 

Ftnmui  unanimet  Chrxsto,  nunc  come  sofciti 

Viximtu  tttermim  victim,  vivite  nati. 

Episcopius  and  his  brothers-in-law,  especially  Jerom,  lived,  1  should  hope,  both 
amicably  and  successfully  together ;  and  Conrad  Gesner,  in  dedicating  to  them 
'  as  eminent  Printers'  the  last  division  of  his  Pandects — upon  Theology,  1549  - 
took  that  opportunity  of  giving  a  list  of  the  works  printed  in  Froben's  office  up  to 
the  same  year.  He  concludes  thus : '  Valete  candidissimi  uiri,  et  pulcherrimis  libris 
excudendis,  orbem  ditare,  et  Germaniam  nostrum  ornare,  pergite,'  &c.  It  was 
his  (Conrad's)  intention  to  have  dedicated  to  them  the  Medical  department  of 
his  Pandect*—'  mutato  proposito  Theologian  sub  nomine  uestro  emitto,'  says  be. 
Bailkt  says  a  catalogue  of  the  Frobenian  and  Episcopian  books  was  published  in 
1561.  Concerning  Jerom  Frobsn,  pray  read  the  very  abundant  notes,  being 
chiefly  excerpts  from  the  epistles  of  Erasmus,  in  Maittaire'*  Annal.  Typog.  vol.  iL 
p.  349,  &c.  Episcopius  and  Jerom  were  executors  of  Erasmus's  will.  As  to  the 
Device  of  Episcopius,  as  above  given,  it  merits  all  the  eulogy  of  Lysander.  It  is 
a  most  ingenious  and  happy  illustration,  as  it  were,  of  the  printer's  name.  Such 
a  crosier  might  have  graced  the  hands  of  the  venerable  Matthew  Parser  ( 

•  the  noble  physiognomy  of  Oporinus.]  With  all  the  aids  which  presented 
themselves  to  Maittaire,  and  with  even  additional  assistance,  I  sit  down,  under  a 
lurid  sky,  with  the  conviction  of  not  being  able  to  do  justice  to  the  distinguished 
character  of  Oporinus.  Take  therefore '  en  bon  greV  what  is  here  intended  for 
a  few  minutes  entertainment  only,  courteous  reader ;  and  put  down  thy  buckets, 
if  thou  dost  wish  for  more  copious  details,  into  those  wells  from  which  the  ensuing 
intelligence  is  drawn.  Plunge  them  deeply  in,  and  fear  not  to  obtain  therefrom 
an  abundant  and  crystalline  draught  First,  however,  let  me  observe,  that  a 
most  curious  and  scarce  little  volume,  apparently  unknown  to  Maittaire,  (and 
which  seems  to  have  been  the  basis  of  the  account  of  Mekhior  Adam,  to  which 
latter,  almost  exclusively,  Maittaire  refers)  entitled  *  Orotic  de  Ortu,  Vita,  et 
Obitu  loan/tit  Oporim  Batttiensis,  Typographonun  GermanuR  Prtnctpu/'  &c 
written  by  Iodsus  Silesius,  and  racked  by  Henricus  Haioselius  in  the  public 
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or  Oxmpms ;  for,  strictly  speaking,  the  second  syllable  of 
this  autumnal,  oifruit-bearing  appellative,  should  be  accen- 
tuated. Yes,  of  all  the  Basil  printers,  reckon  upon  Oporinus 

Academy  at  Strasburg,  in  1569, 12mo.— the  gift  of  my  friend  the  Rev.  H.  J. 
Todd— is  at  this  moment  before  me:  from  which  parent-stock  of  biography  we 
gather  as  follows.  Oporinus,  *  The  Coryphaeus  of  Printers, '  (as  this  little  memo- 
rial styles  him)  was  born  at  Basil  on  the  25th  of  January,  in  1507.  His  father 
was  a  distinguished  painter  of  the  name  of  Herbst— the  same  name,  in  substance* 
as  mat  which  the  son  afterwards  assumed*  to  himself  by  a  gnecised  appellative* 
from  Martial: 

Si  daret  Axttummts  mini  nomeii  Xhnt>gwb$  essem ; 

Horrida  si  bruins  sidera,  Xf* fJUpwb$~ 

Oporinus  received  the  rudiments  of  his  education  at  Strasbourg,  under  the 
care  of  Gebuuilerus,  a  distinguished  pedagogue,  and  who  seems  to  have  had  a 
particular  affection  for  him.  His  parents  were  poor,  and  Oporiuus  remained 
four  years  in  the  class  of  '  pauper  scholars.*  On  returning  to  Basil,  the  then 
celebrated  seat  of  men  of  letters,  he  got  acquainted  with  Erasmus,  who  approved 
and  encouraged  his  early  studious  habits.  His  uxorious  propensities  soon 
betrayed  themselves ;  for  at  the  age  of  twenty  he  ventured  upon  the  hazardous 
experiment  of  marrying  the  widow  of  Xylotectus,  with  whom  he  appears  to  have 
fived  upon  the  worst  possible  terms.  Nothing,  in  short,  could  well  exceed  the 
bickerings  which  took  place  between  them ;  and  the  good  Oporinus,  after  the 
example  of  Socrates,  would  solace  himself  under  the  treatment  of  his  Xantippe, 
with  the  cool  forbearance  which  distinguished  the  Grecian  philosopher.  About 
mis  time  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  famous  Oecolampadius,  who  advised 
him  to  put  himself  under  the  tuition  of  Theophrastus  Paracelses,  and  turn 
physician.  Theophrastus  was  a  most  extraordinary  character,  and  promised  to 
make  his  pupil  a  doctor  within  a  twelvemonth.  He  used  also  to  go  abroad  with 
Oporinus  and  the  other  pupils,  for  the  sake  of  collecting  plants ;  *  and  if  they 
came  to  any  plant  of  which  the  name  was  not  known,  the  cunning  Theophrastus 
said  it  was  '  of  no  manner  of  use  l"  According  to  the  fashionable  doctrine  of  the 
day ,  Theophrastus  judged  of  diseases  by  the  appearance  of  the  urine  — and 
affirmed  that  such  criterion  was  infallible  — '  if  a  man  would  only  abstain  from 
meat  and  drink  for  three  days !'  The  gentle  Oporinus,  who  had  attached  himself 
enthusiastically  to  his  profession,  and  who  could  repeat  whole  passages  of  Galeu 
by  heart,  made  the  experiment :  (well  might  his  biographer  and  encomiast  say— 
'  Oporinus  se  ipsum  triduo  maceravit !)  What  followed  ?  He  brought  his  master 
the  urinal,  and  gravely  waited  his  reply.  Theophrastus  Paracelses  laughed  in 
his  face,  called  him  a  blockhead,  and  dashed  the  phial  against  the  wall.  But 
further :  this  said  medical  master  used  to  get  drunk  of  an  evening,  and  with  a 
drawn  sword  make  thrusts  at  the  wall,  in  the  night-time  —  to  the  great  terror  of 
the  pupil  who  slept  in  an  adjoining  room.  He  would  also  bawl  aloud  to  Oporinus 
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for  learning,  for  sagacity,  and  for  correspondent  excellence 
of  character.  I  love  to  gaze  upon  such  a  Jorge  paper  copy 
of  a  flowing  and  well-trimmed  beard  ! 


The  Portrait  of  Oporinub. 


to  get  ready  to  receive  his  medical  dicta — so  that  the  tatter,  naturally  enough, 
thought  hi,  muter  mi '  possessed  with  a  devil.' 

Opoi-iriua  Lived  about  two  yean  at  Ban]  under  this  medical  master,  who  had 
an  immense  reputation  ai  a  physician.  I  have  no  mm  for  the  droll  anecdote 
about  hi)  curing  a  rich  old  Abbe,  Tar  100  florins,  with  three  pills ;  (and  wai 
refused  payment  became  Itic  process  was  so  start  f)  but  must  go  on  with  the 
pupil.  Oporinus  lost  his  wife  about  the  year  1590,  and  afterwards  put  himself 
under  Grynaws,  for  the  sake  of  studying  the  Greek  language,  and  the  more 
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And  then  for  the  Devices  of  this  said  '  learned  and  saga- 
cious Printer'  and  Editor. . .  You  observe  what  an  equally 
noble  air  they  breathe !    The  motto  —  that  €  Valour  and 

popular  branches  of  theology.    About  this  period,  accident  procured  him  an 
interview  with  Erasmus,  at  that  time  drawing  neat  his  end.  Erasmus  was  on  his- 
couch,  and  Oporinns  giving  him  a  hearty  squeeze  of  the  band,  he  halloed  lustily,, 
as  he  had  then  the  gout  in  his  fingers— to  the  great  astonishment  of  the  latter  r 
which  Erasmus  perceiving,  he  good-humouredly  ordered  wine  to  be  brought,  and 
they  pledged  each  other  very  lovingly.    Oporinus  used  to  have  frequent  chit- 
chats with  him,  and  their  final  separation  only  increased  his  respect  for  the  talent*. 
of  the  deceased.  Oporinus  then  took  a  second  wife,  who  turned  out  a  most  extra- 
vagant jade  ;  and  after  various  hesitations  and  deliberations,  chose  the  occupation- 
of  a  Printer  as  that  upon  which  his  future  fame  and  fortune  were  to  be  built  la 
conjunction  with  his  relation,  Robert  Winter,  he  set  up  his  press —  selected, 
his  device,  (and  a  noble  one,  as  the  reader  may  see,  it  was !)  and  either  personally, 
or  by  means  of  others  who  worked  for  him,  put  forth  a  number  of  rare,  curious, 
and  learned  works.  SoUnus,  Cicero,  Laurentkis  Villa,  and.  especially  Demosthenes, 
with  almost  every  other  Greek  Classic,  were  the  objects  of  his  incessant  and 
successful  labours :   but  I  agree  with  Maittaire  in  withholding  assent  to  the 
nratnrs*  of  his  Greek  characters ;  and  further  coincide  with  him,  that  the  Greek 
Classics  published  in  Germany,  at  this  time,  were  distinguished  rather  for  their 
ponderosity  than  brilliancy  of  execution :  '  yet  learning  and  utility,  Maittaire 
justly  adds,  are  preferable  to  elegance  and  beauty.'    Gesner,  who  dedicated  to 
Oporinns  the  third  book  of  his  Pandects,  gives  a  list  of  his  publications.  This  may. 
be  seen  in  Maittaire,  voL  iii.  p.  215.   In  imitation  of  Aldus,  our  printer  affixed 
the  following  inscription  over  the  door  of  his  office : '  Whoever  you  ore,  Oporinus. 
oner  and  over  again  entreats  you,  that,  if  you  have  any  business  to  transact  with 
him,  you  would  dispatch  it  quickly :  and  depart  as  soon  as  it  is  dispatched.' 

Unfortunately  for  Oporinus,  nothing  but  adverse  circumstances  attended  hinw 
It  was  his  lot  to  encounter  nothing  but  boisterous  gales,  and  hidden  quicksands,, 
when,  in  die  language  of  his  first  biographer, '  he  launched  upon  the  wide  ocean- 
of  typography  withr  fbH  set  sails.'  But  this  brief  memoir  must  be  dosed. 
Oporinns  lost  his  second  wife,  and  afterwards  a  third,  and  then  ventured  upon  a 
fourth ;  and  this  last  brought  him  a  son,  to  whom  he  looked  forward  to  be  the 
comfort  of  his  declining  years.  But  the  father  was  carried  off  when  this  reserved 
prop  for  old  age  had  attained  only  his  fifth  month ;  and  such  was  the  embarrassed 
circumstances  of  the  parent,  that,  teased  by  the  perpetual  solicitudes  of.  his  wife, 
he  gave  up  his  business,  and  sold  all  the  materials  of  his  printing  office,  not  long 
before  his  end.  This  step  must  have  gone  nigh  to  break  his  heart  Subjoined  to 
the '  funeral  oration'  before  mentioned,  is  a  brief  appendix,  of  3  pages,  giving  a 
conversation  which  passed  between  Coelius  Curio  and  Oporinns,  in  their  way 
home  together  from  the  funeral  of  Rachel  Bernardo*,  in  June  1568.  '  On 
Teaching  his  home  (says  Cotlius)  I  wished  to  bid  him  good  day,  and  depart;  but 
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Virtue  surmount  every  thing ' — is  also  worthy  of  the  gallant 
spirit  which  adopted  it.  The  larger  of  these  is  admirably  well 
drawn :  there  are  yet  many  diminutive  varieties,  but  gene- 
rally they  are  of  a  gothic  and  meagre  character. 


The  Device  of  Opobixus. 


lie  would  by  do  means  consent  to  the  separation.  •  Let  me  (says  he)  have  mK 
more  cunvenatioD  with  you,  lor  hemen  Iuiowj  when  we  iball  meet  again.  If  it 
be  not  troublesome  to  you, — u  to  me  it  would  be  mott  delightful— let  115  return 
to  the  Cornell  from  which  we  came,  uid  indulge  in  our  former  discourse  upon 
mortality.  Let  01  ire  where  yon  have  buried  your  hi  Austin.'  Having  reached 
the  church,  he  viewed  the  monumental  tablet,  and  read  the  inscription,  namely, 
1  THE  GATE  OF  LIFE  — '  This  ii  truly  mid,'  observes  be, '  since  there  is  do 
other  passage  to  immortality  but  by  death,  which  renders  it  the  more  desirable, 
and  with  joyful  minds  the  more  welcome  1'  Presently  be  explored  every  part 
mid  recess,  so  that  no  one  could  hate  examined  hii  own  bouse  with  more  atten- 
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The  Device  of  the  Same. 
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Next  comes  Andreas  Cratander,*  who  ought  indeed 
to  have  received  earlier  attention.   His  figure  of  Fortune  is 

tioD. — '  And  oh !  (says  he)  how  many  bodies  of  the  illustrious  dead  repose  within, 
these  precincts  \  Five  virgins— three  your  own,  one  of  Beatus  Brand,  and  the 
fifth  belonging  to  Ismgrinios— four  eminent  men — Castalio,  Isxngrxnius, 
Frobbn,  and  your  Austin  —  all  nine  sleep  tranquilly  here  ? . . .  I  wish  to  make 
the  totf/^-and  if  this  happen  before  your  own  decease,  do,  I  pray  you,  cause  me 
to  be  buried  in  this  narrow  spot,  a  little  beyond  the  rest,  for  is  it  not  delightful 
to  lay  by  the  side  of  the  good  and  the  pious?!'  '  God  only  knows  (replied  I)  whose 
turn  it  may  first  be— but  if  my  own,  my  only  wish  is,  when  such  happy  day  shall 
have  arrived,  to  be  buried  with  my  dearest  children.'  So  saying,  we  departed : 
he,  with  his  usual  kindness,  aceompanyjri^ipto  ts^prj^own  door.  I  could  not 
but  consider  this  conversation  as  a  pi 

The  presentiment  of  Caelius  provedfta'be  taoiitie/  for"  Gporinus*  died  on  the 
sixth  of  the  following  month.  His  df  parturefwfes  mlrkeJLWith  all  that  serenity, 
composure,  and  piety,  which  had  beeV'Qe  lsidmgl!hars£tenstics  of  his  life.  His 
first  biographer  says  (ngn.  C  m.  rcvJ^tomt '  on  the  jpth  day  of  his  illness, 
oppressed  with  sleep,  he  lay  a  long  timemationl^ai^it  length,  fetching  a  deep 
sigh,  he  spake  as  follows :  *  Happy  is  he  who  is  so  warned  to  depart  !*  Being 
interrogated  by  those  who  stood  round  his  bed,  what  this  might  mean,  he 
answered,  that  *  he  saw,  in  his  sleep,  suspended  to  the  bed,  a  sort  of  self-moving 
clock,  which  struck  the  hours,  and  having  completed  the  number,  it  fell  instantly 
and  heavily  upon  himself:'  adding,  that  *  the  sounds  conveyed  the  most  delightful 
harmony  to  his  ears.'  His  funeral  was  attended  by  the  whole  of  the  Academy, 
and  by  a  great  concourse  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of  Basle.  His  epitaphs 
(for  tbey  were  numerous,  both  in  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages)  shew  the  very 
high  reputation  in  which  he  was  held,  for  scholarship  and  moral  worth.  These 
may  be  seen  in  the  little  tract  first  above  mentioned,  and  still '  sub  oculis  :*— also 
in  the '  lames,  me  Imagine*  Virorum  LUerii  llhutrium,'  &c  of  Nicolas  Reusner, 
edited  by  Bernard  Jobmus,  in  1590,  8vo.— from  which  the  Portrait  or 
Opobivub,  at  page  182  ante,  is  taken — having  what  here  follows  on  the 
reverse:  JEtcmkati. 

IOANNES  OPOR1NUS 
BatiL    Typograpkux, 

Doctus,  Operosus,  Elegans:  Libris  innumeris  partim  a  se  scriptis,  partim 
publicans :  Virtntum  Hserede  ex  IIIL  coniuge,  vnico  relicto :  PubUcis  LAcrimis: 
Priuata  pietate :  Sexagenario  Major  bek  condhur.  Anno  m.d.lxvih.  vi  Iufij. 
Natus  anno  m.d.vii.  Die  xxv.  Ianuarij. 

Frugifcr  Autumnut  perijt,  Diit  notut  et  orbi : 
Orthion  elapsut  nautis  meditator  Arum. 

Quamtuia  $mt  hommum  corpuscuio,  ditce  viator ; 
Magma  Oporinut  conditur  hhc  tumulo. 
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perpetually  occurring  in  the  Basil  books  of  the  early  part  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  and  we  have  sometimes  excellent  spe- 
cimens of  his  press. 


The  Device  of  Asdeeas  Ckatandeb. 


Maittaire,  vol.  UL  p.  123-1*8  has  reprinted  Ibe  whole  of  these  epitaphs.  The 
reader  may  also  consult,  for  a  few  minutes,  Lackimn,  p.  ai-s ;  and  Wclfiii 
MammenL  Tjpog.  vol.  i.  p.  65;  vol.  ii.  p.  1198-  Henry  Stephen,  who  with  all 
bit  talent*,  and  all  Lis  reputation,  could  not, '  like  the  Turk,'  bear  any  '  brother 
near  bia  throne,'  contrived  to  mingle  a  little  gall  in  the  libation  which  be  punred 
upon  the  tomb  of  Oporinus.  Maittaire  baa  spoken  of  this  malign  conduct,  on  the 
part  of  H-  Stephen,  in  a  brief  but  justly  vituperative  maimer  :  vol.  iii.  p.  SIS. 
Mekbior  Adam  properly  notice!  the  very  opposite  and  highly  liberal  cuuduct 
of  Grempiot,  Sturmhu,  and  Henrkui  Peirus — in  giving  up  all  the  dainu  which 
they  had  upon  the  property  of  the  deemed.  Fit.  Germ.  PhiL  p.  114.  ■  ■  ■  and 
thai,  attentively  viewing  the  physiognomy,  and  reading  the  foregoing  epitaph,  of 
Ofobinu*,  let  ui 

'  Breathe  a  prayer  for  his  soul,  and  past  on !' 

Yet  rtay,  one  other  fleeting  moment — curioui  and  benevolent  reader — for  the 
Device*  of  the  worthy  printer  whose  body  we  have  so  recently  entombed.    You 


188  SIXTH  DAY, 

Let  us  next  take  in  good  part  the  singular  devices  of 
Valentine  Cubic*    The  second  seems  to  be  a  portion' 


have,  at  pages  184-5*  two  varieties  of  the  same.  They  are  to  be  found  on  a  still 
smaller  scale;  but  the  smaller  they  become,  the  more  barbarously  they  are 
designed  and  executed.  Oporinus  sometimes,  however,  used  the  device  of  his 
partner,  Wintbr—  which  was  an  armed  Minerva  (borrowed  from  Herodotus,  his 
first  motto  being  borrowed  from  Euripides)  with  an  inscription  that  had  but  too 
striking  an  allusion  to  his  own  domestic  affairs— involved  by  such  a  partner- 
ship. Here  it  is,  as  given  in  Maittaire :  xvxXoc  TWV  av$pwx(vwv  vpay* 
ftaroov  irtpifipifMVog  owe  IS  out  rwc  cwrove  i uru^sly. 

*  Next  comet  Andreas  Cratander.]  We  have  spent  so  many  interesting 
minutes  in  the  company  of  Oporinus,  that  Cratander  must  have  but  very  few 
seconds  of  our  attention.  Maittaire,  voL  ii.  p.  116-7,  has  some  pithy  notices  of 
a  few  of  his  Greek  publications,  in  conjunction  with  his  typographical  bretheren, 
Sichardus,  Gemusius  (his  son-in-law)  and  Bebelius.  His  device,  above  given, 
appears  as  early  as  1525  ;  but  it  also  appears,  of  about  the  same  size,  yet  of 
miserably  inferior  workmanship,  at  the  end  of  the  Epistle*  ofBudaus  of  1531* 
4to.  in  my  possession.  The  frontispiece  of  this  quarto  volume  is  of  thorough- 
bred Basil  composition :  and  on  each  of  the  sides  we  see  a  naked  boy,  bearing  a 
shield,  upon  which  is  the  figure  of  the  printer  reduced  to  within  about  the  com- 
pass of  half  an  inch.  The  Greek  types,  like  almost  all  the  early  Greek  types 
used  at  Basil,  have  a  stiff  and  repulsive  aspect.  The  device  of  Cratander, 
like  that  of  many  other  contemporaneous  printers,  was  imitated  in  the  earlier 
books  of  Emblems :  see  vol.  i.  p.  256. 

*  the  singular  devices  of  Valentine  Curio.]  These  devices,  however,  are 
as  elegant  as  they  are '  singular.'  The  first  is  taken  from  the  Commentary  of  Aero 
upon  the  Odes  of  Horace,  1527,  8vo :  the  second,  from  a  magnificent  impression, 
in  folio,  of  a  Latin  version  of  Strata,  of  the  date  of  1523 :  having  a  good  deal  of 
accompaniment,  in  the  form  of  an  arch,  with  columns ;  and  the  name  of  the 
printer,  at  full  length,  above.  These  latter  have  been  omitted  in  the  above  repre- 
sentation. The  frontispiece  of  this  Strabo  is  not  superior  to  what  we  observe  in  that 
of  the  Cornucopia  of  Perottus,  by  the  same  printer,  of  the  date  of  1532,  in  mho : 
which  is  absolutely  a  match  for  that  of  the  third  edition  of  Erasmus's  Greek 
Testament,  partially  described  in  vol.  i.  p.  235.  Curio's  very  small  tablet  b 
happily  introduced  at  the  bottom  of  it.  Valentine  Curio  had  a  son  of  the  name 
of  Jerom :  but  one  would  like  to  know  more  of  either  than  what  appears  in  the 
AnnaL  Typog.  vol.  ii.  p.  342,  &c.  vol.  iii.  p.  232.  Conrad  Geaner  honoured 
the  son  by  dedicating  to  him  one  of  the  books  of  his  Pandects—1  Tu  enim 
(Hieronyme  charissime)  optimi  patris  Valentin!  Curtonis  et  ejus  successorum 
vestigia  adolescens  adhuc  secutus,  utilisshnos  indies  Iibros  hasreditario  qoodam 
hire  too  in  commune  suppeditas.'  Encouraging  words  these,  from  a  veteran  like 
Conrad  Gesner  I 
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only  of  the  entire  embellishment    The  first  is,  I  think,  of 
peculiar  elegance. 


The  Devices  of  Valentine  Curio. 
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What  have  we  here?  The  Three  Basil  Palm  Tree*1. 
They  each  tell  their  own  tale;  but  admire,  in  particular, 
the  superiour  execution  of  that  of  Bebelios* —  from  whom, 
indeed,  we  have  occasionally  some  volumes  of  most  admirable 

workmanship. 


*  tktHiperior  externum  tf  that  if  Bebelius.]  John  Bebeliiis  mi  also  no*  of 
the  printers,  who,  In  company  with  Isincrinius,  hit  son-in-law,  was  deemed 
worthy  of  receiving  a  dedication  at  the  hands  of  Conrad  Gesner — who  inscribed 
to  them  the  second  book  of  his  Pandect).  Sec  this  noble  dedication  extracted  in 
MaittahVa  Annul.  Typeg.  ml.  iii.  p.  918,  etc— in  which  the  critic  tells  the  latter, 
that, '  immediately  after  his  father-in-law  bad  giicii  np  business  [to  enjoy  hi) 
honey- suckle  bower  of  retirement — satisfied  with  a  moderate  fortune  bat  widelj- 
ei  leaded  fame]  he  resumed  the  occupations  of  the  printing  office  ;  and  put  forth, 
as  were  wont  Id  be  put  forth  from  that  same  office,  excellent  books,  beautiful]* 
printed,  upon  paper  of  equal  excellence.'  Bravo,  good  old  Conrad !  This  is  as  it 
should  be.  (Think,  bibiiotuaniacal  reader,  of  the  Potydart  Vergil  by  the  sud 
Bebelius,  before  referred  to  in  vol  i.  p.  133).  Erasmus  also  make*  a  glorirmt 
exception  in  favour  of  our  Bebelius,  (o  whose  press  both  he  and  Grynsens  were 
particularly  attached.  Thus,  in  an  epistle  to  John  More,  speaking  of  die  edition 
of  AriitoilSi  Works,  of  the  date  of  1531,  edited  by  Gryrueus,  be  write*  as  follows; 
(for  let  us  have  bis  eulogy  clothed  in  its  original  garb)  '  Jam  si  quis  expends!, 
quantis  vigil  ii,,  quantis  sudor!  bus,  quantis  etiam  impendiis  parata  sit  hssc  itadioau 
omnibus  enmmoditas,  fatebitur  plurimum  et  favoris  et  gratis  deberi  Joimri 
Bibxlio,  qui.  quum  possit  eliorum  exemplo,  frivous  ac  mox  emorituris  Libellii 
vensri  praens  lucrum,  maluit  in  egregioj  auctares  maximam  facultatnm  suanun 
partem  periclitail'  Ataui.  Typog.  nil.  ii.  p.  3434.  What  remains  them,  but  that 
the  fieoefisH  Vtkima  have  good  bindings  and  conspicuous  places  upon  our  book- 
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The  Device  of  Isingbinius. 
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c  Another  and  another  still  succeeds.9  These  Basil  printers 
give  one  rather  tough  work :  yet  I  should  be  loth  to  omit 
the  names  of  Hervagius,  Beylingee,*  and  the  Petruses.* 


*  Hervagius,  Brylingeb,  and  the  Petruses.]  These  shall  be  dispatched 
in  the  order  in  which  they  here  stand.  Hervagius  married  Froben's  widow ;  and 
this,  without  the  additional  claim  of  being  a  careful  printer,  and  a  learned  man, 
might  have  been  sufficient  to  secure  for  him  the  attachment  and  commendation 
of  Erasmus :  who,  indeed,  in  an  epistle  to  him,  extracted  by  Maittaire,  voL  n. 
p.  359,  says  every  thing  that  is  kind,  honourable,  and  encouraging.  Hervagius 
was  carressed  by  Egnatius  and  Gerbelius  as  well  as  by  Erasmus ;  and  his  produc- 
tions, both  as  a  scholar  and  printer,  only  strengthened  the  intimacy  which  a 
knowledge  of  his  private  virtues  had  created.  His  press  was  employed  by  a  great 
number  of  literary  characters  of  eminence ;  but  let  him,  who  would  tranquilly 
gaze  upon  a '  rich  and  rare'  specimen  of  early  Greek  printing  at  Basil,  hie  to  the 
library  of  Durham  Cathedral,  founded  by  Dean  Sudbury  '.—and  therein  draw  forth, 
'  with  no  unhallowed  hands,*  the  copy  of  the  Greek  Septuagint,  printed  by 
Hervagius  in  1545,  folio :  TU  surely  one  of  the  most  magnificent  specimens  of  a 
genuine  old  book  which  can  be  seen  or  handled!  Maittaire,  vol.  ii.  p.  359-373, 
will  furnish  abundance  of  literary  gossip  respecting  Hervagius,  whose  triple-headed 
device  exhibits  several  varieties. 

Nicola 9  Brylinger  and  his  ferocious  Lion*  (sometimes  two  and  sometimes 
three  in  number,  and  these  again  sometimes  large  and  sometimes  small  in  siie) 
claims  our  attention  as  the  next  in  the  order  '  to  be  dispatched.'  Conrad 
Gesner  dedicated  to  him  the  4th  book  of  his  Pandects;  and  in  this  dedication, 
as  may  be  seen  in  Maittaire,  vol.  iii.  p.  231,  much  is  said  in  praise  of  the 
purity  and  accuracy  of  his  press.  Brylinger  lived  to  his  60th  year  at  least.  His 
Greek  types  are  rather  more  flowing  than  those  of  the  generality  of  his  country- 
men, but  his  paper  and  his  ornaments  are  very  much  inferior  to  what  we  see  in 
the  publications  of  Bebelius. 

The  Petruses  executed  a  world  of  books.  There  was  Adam,  the  father,  and 
Henry  and  Jerom  his  sons.  Henry,  again,  had  a  son  of  the  name  of  Sebastian. 
Adam  had  been  a  fellow  labourer  with  Froben,  in  the  office  of  the  latter.  Bead 
Maittaire,  vol.  ii.  p.  344,  oxc.  Henry  received  the  dedication  of  Gesner's  book 
'  upon  Music,'  (in  his  Pandects)  which  dedication  is  reprinted  by  Maittaire, 
ibid.  His  epitaph,  dying  in  his  71st  year,  in  1579,  is  given  in  a  note  in  the 
Atmal.  Typog.  vol.  iii.  p.  220)  and  his  liberality  towards  the  relatives  of  Oporinus 
has  been  before  recorded  (p.  187).  The  device  above  given  is  that  of  Sebastian, 
his  son— from  the  Virgil  of  1613.  There  are  endless  varieties  of  it :  being  an 
allusion  to  their  name — which  is  the  Greek  for  a  Rock. 

We  may  now  say  farewell  to  the  Basil  Press— concerning  which,  as  the 
readjt  must  have  ere  this  been  convinced,  a  very  interesting  volume,  sprinkled 
with  an  abundance  of  literary  anecdotes,  might  be  put  forth :  yet  who  is  die 
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You  have  here  the  usual  devices  of  these  once  far-famed 
typographical  heroes;  premising,  that  there  are  several 
varieties  of  each.  But  of  Hervagius,  the  friend  of  Gesner, 
and  a  printer  of  no  ordinary  talent  and  celebrity,  I  could,  if 
the  boundaries  of  this  day's  discussion  permitted,  bring 
forward  more  than  one  solitary  sentence  of  commendation ; 
and  Maittaire,  if  I  remember  rightly,  is  not  parsimonious  in 
his  eulogy  of  die  same. 


The  Device  of  John  Heev  agios. 

ig  antiquary  to  attempt  it?  And  bow  many  fifty  mden  will  be  found 
to  gire  eocouragouent  to  men  au  attempt  >  If  there  ihall  be  dbcorered  lot  taste, 
lew  wit,  let*  fancy,  and  leu  general  inUrat,  in  neb  annals,  compared  with  what 
the  annul*  of  the  Vemtim  Pren  (of  which  presenti;)  might,  in  the  <amc  period, 
prodnce,  there  will  nererthdem  be  found  a  greater  partial]  of  tohd  learning,  of 
pore  unaffected  ppodoe"  of  head  and  of  heart,  and  a  greater  deure  to  ipread,  far 
and  near,  ai  well  the  atndj  of  ancient  classical  lore,  ai  of  mud  theological 
learning.  Indeed,  if  the  jucamn  n«r  be  indebted  to  one  place  more  than 
another  for  its  dreuhokm,  it  a  to  Babl  e  1  Here,  too,  the  champions  of  the 
reformed  Church  indulged  pretty  fredj  in  their  stricture  upon  the  Papal  See ! 
and  I  consider  the  following,  among*  nisn  berk*  liniilar  works,  to  bare  been  in 
■     VOL.  II.  V 
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The  Device  of  the  Petees. 


;  of  the  Hai'd  or  Zurich  press.  Tis  as  comical  a!  It  is  rare.  It  is  styled 
I*  mim  Clement!  Pap*  Seilo.'  ■  Iitbec  epirtola  fuit  a  pancia  diebut  cuu 
in  libro  quodam  tahularum  Alphonii  regit  velustissimo,  quani  quoin 
raoribui  nojtri  sseculi,  plusquam  Illiiu  quo  mijsa  fuit,  congTuere,  hue  ad 
tideliter  describi  curavi,  nihil  omittens  dictomm  IndferL  Poito  in  (route 
Ilemeni  seitus  Episcopua  Homanuj  dm  annum  Christi  Mi) 
Quadragaunum  QuiDttun  regnauit.1* 
a  very  final]  tract,  of  6  leaves  onlj;  with  an  ornamented  title-page: 
the  following  colophon  on  the  recto  of  the  siitn  leaf: 


ilrii  dcnumifrus,  propter  hoc  ipcaaliier 
euocatu  ad  nostrum  csniistorwa  dole' 
return:  tub  noiiri  terril/Uu  iigni  ckerat 


Th'B  description  is  taken  from  a  beautiful  copy/  of  this  c 
tha  welt  chosen  library  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 
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The  Device  of  Nicolas  Bkylinger. 

The  device  of  Brylinger*  is  unquestionably  a  most  singular 
one.  You  sometimes  see  only  one  lion,  en  petit :  and  some- 
times this  triletmint  group  is  of  larger  dimensions  —  be- 
traying, however,  a  most  frightful  ignorance  of  the  know- 
ledge  of  design  and  grouping.  Yet  I  own,  while  the  device 
seems  inexplicable,  there  is  something  about  it  bold  and 
interesting.    The  English,  you  know,  love  s  Lion  in  every 

possible  shape  and  position except  that  of  darting  upon 

them! 

With  these  embellishments  we  must  bid  adieu  to  Basil; 
nor  must  we  stay  longer  at  Geneva  than  just  to  bestow  a 
moment's  admiration  on  the  very  tasteful  device  of  Eustace 
Vighom;  borrowed  in  part  from  that  of  Froben,  Aldus,  and 
theWoiffi. 

•  The  *b<«  ietrt  ■  akm  bum  »  Greek  edkkn  <rf  Xoicpi™,  rf  tkr  Am* 
of  1550,  io  fbfto ;  ndaoUngbM  the  k-fifercnee  of  OK  psper  mold  prcre* 

ftfc  sMmswa  fcws  i*w«  ■■■■!  fl»  i—  firrrfc  fcwta 
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The  Device  of  Eustace  Vignon. 

Away  now  for  Zurich ! . .  if  it  be  only  to  express  our  de- 
light at  the  droll  grouping  of  the  Frogs  of  Christian 
Feobchoveb* — the  intimate  friend  of  our   well  beloved 


•  the  Frvgi  if  CirmsTOP 
the  word  '  Frog-nail'  foims 
more  especial];,  •  hold*  con 
to  cherish  a  particular  fondn 
mentioned  Ciinijn 

sequence:  but  aa  Froxhover  was  ■  m  very  fhmiliar*  of  mj  great  favourite  Cokmad 
Geihib,  lie  aliall  have  justice  done  him  at  raj  bands.    He  began  to  print  in 


ek  Fkoschovkii.]  Is  it,  gentle  reader,  because 
part  of  the  name  of  ami,  who,  in  these  note* 
fse'  with  thee,  that  I  have  been  m  long  led 
«  for  the  typographical  reputation  of  the  above 
In  truth,  the  answer  is 
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Consas  Gesneh.  I  own  the  sight  of  these  frogs  is  very 
exhilirating  to  me,  as  they  arc  generally  to  be  found  in  the 
frontispieces  of  books,  the  texts  of  which  are  well  deserving  of 
perusal :  and  do  pray,  I  beseech  you,  let  the  said  '  frogs' 

1512.  I  possess  ■  few  of  his  smaller  pieces  of  the  dale  of  1583,  in  the  title-pages 
Of  which  is  a  small  whole-length  figure  of  Christ,  with  the  motto  f  '  Come 
onto  me  all  ye  (hat  labour,'  etc.  subjoined.  The  name  motto  appears  to  his  title- 
page  embellishments  of  the  '  last  Supper,'  nod '  the  Healing  of  the  Sick ;'  the 
latter,  however,  is  different  from  the  one  which  forms  the  bottom  compartment  at 
page  SOI, peat.  In  a  treatise  of  Zuinglius,  entitled  Sufmdium  de  EucWiitta,15!5, 
4to-  (in  which  are  two  vastly-pretty  and  welt-worked  capital  initials)  the  device, 
farming  the  fourth,  at  page  300,  is  probably  given  for  the  first  time,  with  a  Greek 
motto  at  top,  and  another  on  the  right  side,  having  Latin  versions  opposite.  The 
first  motto  is  similar  to  that  which  was  afterwards  adopted  by  W.  Morel :  see 
p.  100,  ante.  The  device  itself  has  sorely  very  considerable  elegance.  The 
device,  here  subjoined,  is  taken  from  the  end  of  the  small  tract,  of  the  frontis- 
piece of  which  a  fac-simile  appears  at  page  SOI.     It  it  of  unusually  rare 


The  type  of  Froachover  hears  so  close  a  resemblance  to  that  which  was  used 
at  Basil,  that  I  cannot  but  consider  it  as  cat  from  the  same  matrices.  Froschovtr 
appears  to  hare  carried  on  a  prosperous  trade  for  full  fitly  years  :  sec  Mahtair*, 
vol.  iL  p.  381-6— where  Goner's  dedication  to  him,  of  one  of  the  books  of  bis 
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have  always  a  bit  of  meadow-land,  in  the  territories  of  your 
libraries,  wherein  they  may  '  disport  themselves  at  large !' 


The  Device  of  Christian  Fhobchoveb. 


Pandecta  ('  upon  Grammar1)  will  be  read  with  infinite  satisfaction  by '  the  curium 
in  these  matters.'  I  wish  the  limits  of  this  note  would  permit  its  mmscripOoo. 
Getner  gives  Froschover  '  the  first  place  among  the  more  eminent  printers  of 
the  day:"  and  says  (An.  1548)  that, '  from  his  16th  year,  he  had  credited 
almost  all  the  best  books— many  in  the  latin  and  German  languages,  and  a  few 
in  the  Greek— with  the  utmost  accuracy  and  diligence  ;  to  as  to  supply  erery  desi- 
deratum to  be  wished  for  in  an  accomplished,  printer.'  froschover  certainly  spared 
no  expense  to  dress  old  Gesner  in  the  best  possible  suit.  Maittaire  reprints  a 
Catalogue  of  the  Books  which  Froschover  published  at  Zurich.  His  name 
appears  to  Simlei's  republication  of  the  Bibliothtea  of  Geaner  in  15U3.  If  so,  he 
must  have  been  a  veteran  indeed  in  his  profession  I 
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The  Device  of  the  Same 


The  Device  of  the  Same. 
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The  Device  of  the  Same. 


And  now,  my  excellent  friends,  let  me  ask  you  whether 
there  be  not  a  good  deal  of  drollery  in  all  these  exhibitions  ? 
Would  you  quarter  any  of  them  in  your  arms  ?  But  I  have 
not  yet  done  with  the  printer  who  has  indulged  us  with  them : 
for,  as  you  may  remember  us  to  have  paid  a  few  minutes 
attention  to  one  of  the  decorative  title-pages  of  Colimeus,  so 
let  us,  contrasting  Basil  with  Paris  art,  devote  the  same 
attention  to  a  similar  title-page  of  this  said  Fkoschovck. 
Admit  that  there  is  much  spirit  and  taste  in  the  composition 
which  you  here  behold ;  especially  in  the  lower  compartment 
of  it  There  can  be  also  no  doubt,  I  submit,  that  the  same 
artists  were  employed  both  at  Basil  and  Zurich.  The  design, 
the  execution,  the  knack,  (as  Mr.  Ottley  emphatically  calls 
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it)  are  precisely  similar.  I  wish  indeed  that  modem  title- 
pages  occasionally  exhibited  the  same  elegant  and  inviting 
aspect. 


Yet  Bern  is  rather  too  important  a  town,  in  the  annals  of 
the  Swiss  Press,  to  be  passed  over  without  some  mention,  how- 
ever slight,  of  one  of  its  ancient  typographical  artists.   Take, 
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therefore,  the  very  angular  and  striking  device  (being  a  pun 
upon  bis  own  name)  which  we  observe  in  the  volumes  of 
AMAaitrs.* 


The  Device  of  Apiarkjs 

Let  us  now  say  farewell  to  these  Swiss  typographical 
artists ;  and  regretting  that  the  modern  annals  of  Switzer- 
land do  not  furnish  us  with  equally  interesting  specimens  of 
printing,  let  us  hurry  forward  to — 

•  in  the  ooiumfj  ^"ApiiBius.]  The  above  device  appears  in  one  of  these 
volumes  entitled  *  Catalegu)  Atmorum  rt  Prinripum  Gmmui  ab  homine  eondilo 
*jju£  »  pratntem,  a  note  Cnristo  mdxl,  fc.  per  D.  Vaterium  Aiaelmam  fiyal 
1540,  Folia.  It  is  in  the  frontispiece  of  the  book  ;  the  test  of  which  has  »  pro- 
fusion of  wood-cat  ornaments,  especially  of  portraits,  in  the  margin.  These 
portraits  are  often  repented  ;  and  in  point  of  style  of  art,  and  merit  of  execution, 
are  much  upon  a  par  with  those  in  Sebastian  Munstert  Comographia  CTnwenofii. 
See  vol.  i.  p.  MO. 
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Losenzo.  Vcnkc—I  trust? 

Lysandeb.  Venice,  with  all  my  heart !  You  know  how 
enthusiastically  attached  I  am  to  the  earlier  annals  of  the 
press  of  that  renowned  city — and  you  have  not  forgotten,  I 
trust,  the  honourable  mention  recently  made  of  both  the  Db 
Spuas,  of  Jenson,  and  of  the  Scots  :  yet  there  is  scarcely 
time  for  a  satisfactory  denouement  of  this  interesting  dis- 
cussion. .  •  • 

Lisarbo.  What  mean  you  ? 

Lysandeb.  If  the  day  be  not c  far  spent,'  the  Monarch 
of  it,  at  least,  begins  to  feel  symptoms  of  ennui ;  and  in  such 
a  state  can  1  presume  to  do  justice  to  the  Alduses,  the 

SESSiE,  Gioliti,  &c.  ? 

Lorenzo.  The  first  of  these  Venetian  printers,  upon 
your  list,  will  cost  you  but  little  trouble ;  as  Monsieur 
Renou abd  has  devoted  three  octavo  volumes  (of  which  the 
last,  however,  is  only  a  *  Supplement'  to  the  two  preceding) 
to  an  account  of  the  Annals  of  the  Aldinc  Press  ;*  and  to 
his  credit  and  reputation  be  it  affirmed,  that  we  have  no 
where  a  similar  work  executed,  throughout,  with  the  like 
precision,  interest,  and  spirit.  Its  accuracy,  upon  the  whole, 
is  quite  delightful;  and  if  I  could  secure  for  the  same 
shrewd  bibliographer  another  half  century  of  years,  with 

•  Retwuar&i  Annals  of  the  Aldint  Ares*.]  Mr.  Renooard  published  Ids  very 
useful  and  popular  work  under  the  following  title :  '  Annates  de  VImprimerie  det 
Aide,  on  Historic  det  Trait  Manuce  et  de  leurt  Editions.  Par  Ant.  Aug.  Renouard. 
A  Paris.  Chez  Antome-Augustin  Renouard;  1803,  8vo.  2  vol.  In  1812  ('  literally 
following  the  precept  of  Horace')  the  author  published  his  '  Supplement/  a  small 
octavo  volume,  consisting  of  about  160  pages,  exclusively  of  the  preface—which 
volume  is  of  course  absolutely  necessary  to  the  bibliographical  student.  One  of 
the  principal  acquisitions  of  this  Supplement  is,  the  more  detailed  account  which 
it  contains  of  the  books  printed  in  the  Aldine  Press  for  the -  Venetian  Academy.* 
Of  these  latter,  presently.  Nothing  can  be  well  added  to  the  eulogy  of  Lyaander 
respecting  the  merit  of  these  interesting  and  important  volumes. 
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powers  of  mind  and  of  body  equally  unimpaired,  I  would 
urge  him  most  vehemently  to  do  for  the  Stephens  in  his 
own  country,  and  for  the  Giuim  at  Florence,  what  he  has 
done  for  his  beloved  Alduses  at  Venice ! 

Lisaedo.  But  to  the  point     Proceed,  dear  Lysander. 

Lysander.  My  beginning  will  be  also  a  conclusion,  I 
fear;  for,  as  Lorenzo  has  justly  observed,  Monsieur 
Renouard  has  done  almost  every  thing  for  the  Aldine 
Triumvirate.  Yet  I  know  not  why  Roccha  and  Mait- 
taire* should  be  defrauded  of  their  due  praise ;  since  the 
latter  of  these  two  previous  writers  has,  with  his  usual 
enthusiasm  and  perseverance,  contrived  to  make  us  fall 
wonderfully  in  love  with  the  earlier  history  of  the  Aldine 
press.  Nor  must  I  omit  to  call  your  particular  attention  to 
the  very  elegant  outline  of  the  history  of  the  establishment 
of  the  same  press  exhibited  by  Mr.  Roscoe,  in  his  IAfk  and 
Pontificate  of  Leo  X.*\ 

•  Roccha  and  Maittaire.]  Roccha  was  an  acquaintance  of  the  younger 
Aldus,  the  grandson  of  the  first  printer  of  that  name ;  yet  his  account  of  the 
Aldine  press,  to  be  found  in  his  BibUotheca  Apottoliea  Vaticana,  1591,  4to. 
Appx.  p.  409*5—  is  rather  indirect  or  subordinate.  However,  at  page  419, 
he  thus  ranks  the  elder  Aldus  among  the  more  distinguished  of  ancient  printers: 
4  Qnos  inter,  Aldus  Pius  Manutiub  senior  primum  hac  in  re  locum  occupauit, 
atqtte  ita,  vt  omnibus  in  rebus  quidquid  ezacti,  quidquid  pulchri,  quidquid  denique 
boui  appareat,  idipsum  Typographias  Aldine  nomine  ex  prouerbio  nuncupari 
soleat :  fait  enim  doctissimus,  ac  non  minus  re,  quara  cognomine,  Pius,  omnique 
laude  digous,'  &c.  A  more  copious  extract  from  Roccha  will  be  given  hereafter. 
Maittaire  has  devoted  a  considerable  number  of  pages  (beginning  at  page  65)  of 
the  reprint  of  the  first  volume  of  his  Annate*,  £c.  (1733)  to  an  account  of  the 
earlier  productions  of  the  Aldine  Press ;  and  especially  of  those  executed  in  the 
Greek  language :  nor  have  the  labours  of  Renouard  by  any  means  superseded 
the  very  scholar-like  and  satisfactory  details  of  Maittaire.  I  shall  keep  him  in 
mind  as  the  following  Aldine  Memoranda  are  composed. 

t  Mr,  Rotcoe,  in  his  Life  and  Pontificate  of  Leo  Jf .]  The  account  of  '  Aldo 
Hanuzzio,'  as  given  by  Mr.  Roscoe,  will  be  found  hi  the  second  chapter  of  the 
work  just  mentioned  j  or  from  page  161  to  170,  inclusively,  in  vol.  i.  of  the 
second  edition  of  it,  in  1806*  8vo.    Although  this  account  be  comparatively  brief 
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Know  then,  that  the  father  of  the  Aldine  family,  Aldus 
Pius  Maxutius,  or  Aldus  Pius  Romanus — which  you 
please — appears  to  have  first  conceived  the  plan  of  setting 
up  a  printing  office,  while  he  was  on  a  visit  at  Mirandola^ 
with  the  celebrated  Picus*  of  that  place,  in  conjunction 


with  that  which  appears  in  Maittaire  and  Renouard  (to  which  latter  authority, 
Mr.  Roscoe,  as  far  as  I  can  discover,  does  not  appear  to  make  any  reference) 
yet  is  it  executed  in  a  manner  at  once  elegant  and  interesting.  Indeed  the 
frontispiece  to  the  second  volume  of  the  first  edition  of  the  life  of  Leo  X.,  in 
quarto,  contains  a  large  stipled  engraving  of  the  head  of  Aldus— from  a  supposed 
original  of  the  pencil  of  Giovanni  Battista,  in  the  possession  of  the  late  Mr.  James 
Edwards. 

•  on  a  visit  at  Mirandola  with  the  celebrated  Picus.'}  Let  me  first  briefly  remark, 
that  Aldus  was  born  in  the  year  1446  or  1447.  His  Christian  name,  Aldus,  was 
a  contraction  of  Theobaldus.  See  Gerefs  edition  of  Unger's  Life  of  Aldus, 
p.  vti.  His  strname  was  Manutius— to  which  he  sometimes  added  the  appella- 
tive of  Pius,  or  Bassiakas,  or  Roman  us.  The  first  of  these  appellatives  was 
assumed  by  Aldus  from  his  having  been  the  tutor  of  Albertus  Pius,  a  prince  of 
the  noble  house  of  Carpi,  and  to  whom  the  grateful  printer  dedicated  the  Organon 
of  Aristotle,  in  1495.  Renouard,  vol.  il  p.  3 ;  Roscoe,  vol.  i.  p.  162 :  and  see 
note  (c)  in  this  latter  place.  Consult  also  the  interesting  note  *  in  Unger's 
biography  of  Aldus  by  Geret,  p.  viii.  The  second  of  these  appellatives  was 
derived  from  the  name  of  the  birth-place  of  the  printer— namely,  Basstaa  ,  a 
small  town  in  the  Dutehy  of  Sermonetta.  See  Geret  or  Unger,  p.  vii-cxxviii. 
This  title  however  was  dropt  by  Aldus  about  the  year  1500,  when  he  assumed 
that  of  Romanus ;  because  Bassiano  was  under  the  juridiction  of  Rome.  As  Mr. 
Roscoe  justly  observes,  the  four  names, '  Aldus  Manuctus  Basianas  Romanus,' 
appear  together  in  the  Thesaurus  Cornucopia  of  1496 :  see  also  the  BibL  Spencer. 
vol.  iii.  p.  122— where  the  interesting  address  of  Aldus  *  to  the  studious,'  with  the 
fbrementioned  united  appellatives,  is  given  almost  entire.  The  name  of '  Phis' 
was  not  assumed  till  1503. 

The  plan  of  the  Aldine  Press,  as  Lyander  properly  intimates,  is  supposed  to 
have  been  both  meditated  and  matured  on  a  visit  paid  by  its  founder  to  Albertus 
Pius,  and  John  Picus,  at  Mirandola,  (the  residence  of  the  latter  distinguished 
scholar)  about  the  year  1482— on  the  retreat  of  Aldus  from  Ferrara,  at  that  time 
threatened  by  an  attack  from  the  Venetians.  Indeed,  an  epistle  of  Aldus  to  Po&V 
tian  (as  referred  to  by  Mr.  Roscoe)  confirms  this  inference.  Whether  a  vellum 
coft  of  Jenson's  Maerobius  of  1472— at  that  time  perchance  lying  upon  the  table 
around  which  these  distinguished  characters  were  assembled— might  have  given  an 
additional  stimulus  to  their  resolves,  it  is  not  in  the  compass  of  my  information 
satisfactorily  to  prove;  but  that  Venice  should  have  been  the  place,  selected  by 
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with  his  noble  pupil  Albebtus  Pius.  About  the  year 
1488  he  is  supposed  to  have  taken  up  his  residence  at 
Venice,  as  the  favourite  city  in  which  to  mature  his  {dans ; 

Aldus  for  the  establishment  of  a  printing  office,  is,  to  me, '  no  matter'  whatever  of 
*  marvel'— for  in  what  other  place,  at  that  period,  had  the  art  of  typography 
exhibited  such  proofs  of  its  *  capabilities  ?'  To  Venice,  then,  Aldus  goes,  about 
the  year  1488  or  1489 — as,  in  the  address  jost  referred  to,  of  the  date  of  1496, 
he  says  that  he  writes  in  the  7th  year  of  the  establishment  of  his  office-  and  adds 
(frightful  to  think  upon  1 !)  that  during  the  seven  years  he  had '  never  enjoyed 
one  hour  of  sound  sleep/ 

To  Aldus  we  are  probably  first  indebted  for  a  series  of  publications  in  a 
motor  or  octavo  form :  it  being  rarely  that  we  observe  publications,  of  the 
same  shape,  put  forth  in  the  xvth  century.  The  Virgil  of  1501  is  supposed,  not 
only  to  be  the  first  attempt  at  this  octavo  series,  but  to  exhibit  the  earliest  spe- 
cimen of  the  Italic  or  Cursive  type :  a  character,  generally  acknowledged  as  the 
exclusive  ornament  or  boast  of  the  Aldine  press.  The  cutter  of  this  type  was 
Francis  of  Bologna  ;  but,  if  the  evidence  of  Jeronimo  Soncino  be  to  be  trusted, 
Aldus  has  not  the  honour  of  having  first  suggested  this  elegant  form  of  type. 
Mr.  Singer  pointed  out  to  me  the  following  passage — relating  to  this  interesting 
question — from  the  Sonnets  end  Triumphs  of  Petrarch,  published  by  the  said 
Soncino  in  1503, 8vo.;  (a  volume  of  extreme  rarity,  and  which,  through  his  means, 
only  very  lately,  has  adorned  the  Althorp  library)  wherein  it  will  be  seen  that 
Aldus  Romanus  receiveth  rather  a  sharp  box— either  upon  the  right,  or  left  ear, 
or  upon  both—in  consequence  of  having  taken  upon  himself  the  exclusive  credit 
of  first  suggesting  this  said  form  of  type.—'  £  per  mia  exhortatiooe  no  solo  sono 
venuti  quiui  li  compositoritanto  notabili,  et  sufficienti,  quanto  sia  possibile  adire: 
ma  anchora  vn  nobilissimo  sculptore  de  littere  latine  grace  et  hebraice,  ohiamatn. 
M.  Fraceseo.  da  Bologna,  llgeno  delq  le  cextamete  credo  che  in  tale  exercitio  no 
troue  vn  altro  equale.  Perche  non  solo  le  vsitate  stampe  perfectamente  sa  fare : 
ma  etiam  ha  excogitato  vna  noua  forma  de  littera  dicta  cursiua,  o  vero  cacella- 
resca.  de  la  quale  non  Aldo  Romano,  ne  altbi  che  astutamente  hanno  tetato 
de  le  altrui  pene  adornarse,  Ma  esso.  M.  Francesco  e  stato  primo  inuentore  et 
designatore :  el  quale  e  tucte  le  forme  de  littere  cbe  mai  habbia  stampato  dicto 
Aldo  ha  intagliato,  e  la  pnesente  forma,  co  tanta  gratia  e  venustate,  quanta 
facilmente  in  essa  se  comprende.'    (Address  of  the  Publisher  to  Cesar  Borgia,) 

This  passage  is  unquestionably  curious.  Yet  Aldus,  in  the  preface  of  his  Virgil, 
not  only  claims  to  be  the  first  who  has  suggested  the  adoption  of  this  type— and 
encircles  the  brow  of  Francis  of  Bologna  with  a  poetic  triplet,  for  having  so  com- 
pletely succeeded  in  the  execution  of  it— but  the  Senate  of  Venice,  in  the  year 
1502,  granted  him  an  exclusive  privilege  for  the  use  of  it ;  observing — '  charao- 
teribus  utriusque  lingua)  sic  ingeniose  effictis  et  colligatis,  ut  conscripti  calamo 
ease  uideantur.'  See  Geret's  edition  of  Unger's  Life  of  Aldus,  1753, 4to.  p.  xxi. 
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and  about  the  year  1494,  or  1495,  he  put  forth  there  the 
first  production  of  his  press — which  was  either  the  Musceua 
of  the  supposed  date  of  the  former,  or  the  Lascaris  of  the 

From  a  passage  in  an  Epistle  of  Erasmus,  as  selected  by  Maittaire,  (vol.  iL 
p.  543,  note  (g)  it  should  seem  at  any  rate  that  these  Aldine  octavo  classics  were 
published  at  very  moderate  prices.  I  will  at  present  say  nothing  of  the  few 
marvellously  beautiful  copies  of  them  which  were  usually  struck  off  upon 
vellum. 

In  150O  Aldus  married  the  daughter  of  Andreas  Asulanus  ;  and  about 
this  time,  or  probably  a  year  or  two  earlier,  he  printed  the  first  leaf,  in  folio,  of 
a  proposed  edition  of  the  Bible  in  the  Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin  languages :  so  that, 
as  Renouard  justly  observes,  Aldus  has  the  honour  of  having  first  suggested  the 
plan  of  a  Polyolot  Bible,  however  that  plan  failed  of  being  carried  into  effect. 
The  only  known  copy  of  this  exquisitely  precious  fragment  is  in  the  Royal  library 
at  Paris.    Renouard,  vol.  iL  p.  28,  touches  upon  it  with  the  proper  feeling  of  a 
bibliomaniacal  virtuoso.    In  1502  they  began  to  counterfeit  the  octavo  Aldine 
editions  at  Lyons;  whereupon  our  printer,  as  might  have  been  expected,  ex- 
presses his  justly-provoked  wrath  and  indignation.  See  his  '  Proclamation,'  as  it 
were,  hereupon,  in  Renouard,  voL  iL  p.  207.     Such  sort  of  piracies  are  truly 
AJgerine !  In  1506  and  1507  the  worthy  Aldus  appears  to  have  been  in  con- 
stant trouble  and  perplexity.  In  1508  his  father-in-law  took  part  in  the  business ; 
and  conducted  it,  after  the  death  of  the  son-in-law,  till  1529,  with  unwearied 
attention  to  the  reputation  and  profit  of  the  office.    In  a  postscript  to  one  of  his 
letters  to  Erasmus,  of  the  date  of  1517,  (two  years  after  the  death  of  Aldus) 
Asulanus  thus  expresses  himself  respecting  his  son-in-law.    '  Scripta  jam  epis- 
tola,  in  mentem  venit  res,  quam  cupiebam  scire,  proinde  earn  rem  adscripsi : 
nosti  enim  (uam  turn  aderas)  quantum  temporis  consumsit  in  emendando  Terentio, 
Aldus,  gener  meus  suavissiraus  ac  charissimus,  quern,  quae  illius  virtus  fuit  miri- 
fica,  non  possum  nan  nominare  sine  multa  pneiatione  honorum,  quern,  inquam, 
Erasme,  qua)  illius  humanitas  fuit,  non  sine  lachrymis  semper  nomhio :  turn  in 
Plauto,  quanta  usus  est  industria,  in  qua  enim  re  tu  multum  ilium  adjutasti,  &c. 
Eras.  Opera,  vol.  iiL  coL  1666.    It  was  in  the  same  year  (1508)  that  the  first 
interview  between  Erasmus  and  Aldus  took  place ;  and  the  anecdote  relating  to 
it,  as  told  by  Beatus  Rhenanus,(in  his  life  of  the  former — see  Bates's  Vit  Select, 
p.  199)  is  sufficiently  amusing.     '  Having  brought  his  Adagia  to  a  conclusion, 
(says  Rhcnanus)  Erasmus  wrote  to  Aldus  to  ask  him  whether  he  would  print  it; 
which  the  latter  readily  agreed  to  undertake.    The  former  therefore  arrived  at 
Venice ;  and,  on  knocking  at  the  door  of  the  Aldine  printing  office,  was  com- 
pelled to  wait  a  long  time  before  he  could  obtain  a  sight  of  the  master  of  it ; 
owing,  adds  Rhenanus,  either  to  the  actual  occupation  of  Aldus  with  his  pressmen, 
or  to  his  supposing  the  visitor  to  be  one  of  those  ordinary  ones  who  call  out  of 
mere  curiosity— [for  it  should  seem  that  Erasmus,  after  the  modem  fashion!  did 
not  send  his  name,  or  curd, '  up  stain']   When,  however,  the  printer  understood 
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positive  date  of  1496.  From  that  period,  till  the  close  of  his 
life  in  1515,  (too  short  a  period,  for  the  exercise  of  talents  so 
calculated  for  the  benefit  of  mankind  !)  did  this  same  dis- 

that  it  was  Erasmus  who  waited  below,  he  ran  to  him,  apologised  for  his  appa- 
rently-ungracious reception,  embraced  him  in  the  kindest  manner*  and  took 
him  to  the  house  of  his  father-in-law— where  they  caroused,  I  ween,  over  the 
choicest  flagon  of  wine ;  and  surrounded  by  VeUum  Virgilt,  Horaces,  Petrardk, 
and  Dantes,  made  their  illustrious  guest  sensible  of  the  high  opinion  in  which 
he  was  held  by  them.  Erasmus  possibly  never  spent  a  more  joyous  or  a  more 
memorable  stay.  Did  he  bring  away  with  him,  by  dint  of  coaxing,  or  of  money, 
any  of  the  vellum  byoux  just  mentioned  ? 

The  years  1510  and  1511  were  singularly  fatal  (chiefly  from  the  state  of  puUfc 
affairs)  to  the  progress  of  the  Aldine  Press.  Not  a  volume  is  known  to  have 
issued  from  it  during  the  same  period.  All  books  therefore,  bearing  the  preceding 
dates,  are  spurious :  mere  AJgerine  piracies!  But  in  151S  the  Aldine  batteries 
(still  thinking  of  Lord  Exmouth  and  the  Dey  of  Algiers !)  were  opened  with 
renewed  vigour  and  effect  j  and  such  was  the  anxiety,  diligence,  and  unabateahle 
ardour  of  the  master-engineer,  that,  in  his  advertisement  to  the  Laacaru  of  the 
same  date  (y  ug  rev.)  he  tells  the  reader  that '  he  has  hardly  time  even  to  inspect, 
much  less  to  correct  the  sheets,  which  are  executed  in  his  office— that  his  days 
and  his  nights  are  devoted  to  the  preparation  of  fit  materials — and  that  he  can 
scarcely  take  food,  or  strengthen  his  stomach,  owing  to  the  multiplicity  and 
pressure  of  business— meanwhile,  adds  he,  with  both  hands  occupied,  and  sur- 
rounded by  pressmen  who  are  clamorous  for  work,  there  is  scarcely  time  even  to 
blow  one's  nose  !•  O  terribly-severe  occupation,*  6rc.  This  year  (1512)  brought 
him  his  son  Paul  Manutius  ;  but  the  exact  time  of  his  birth,  as  well  as  that  of 
another  son,  Anthony,  (who  is  supposed  to  have  been  afterwards  a  printer  at 
Bologna)  is  unknown.  A  daughter,  which  he  also  had,  is  even  unknown  by 
name ;  and  the  same  ignorance  obtains  respecting  the  christian  name  of  his 
wife.  The  years  151S  and  1514  (the  last  which  witnessed  the  attendance  of 
Aldus  in  his  office)  were  as  fortunate,  as  the  years  1510  and  1511  had  been 
adverse,  to  the  reputation  and  profit  of  the  master  of  the  press  under  description. 
The  Pindar,  Plato,  and  Greek  Rhetoricians  are  among  the  more  important  pro- 
ductions of  the  first  of  the  two  years  just  above  mentioned ;  while  the  Suidnt, 
HesychiuSt  and  Athenaus,  afford  demonstration  of  the  value  of  the  labours  of  the 
latter  of  these  two  years.  In  1515  both  the  republic  of  literature,  and  his  own 
family,  sustained  an  irremediable  loss  by  the  death  of  this  great  printer  and  pro- 
moter of  literature.  The  immediate  cause  of  his  decease  is,  I  believe,  unknown: 
but  the  reader  can  readily  imagine,  from  a  life  like  that  in  part  only  just 
described,  a  thousand  causes  which  must  have  produced  such  an  effect!  Hie 
wonder  may  be,  when  such  a  life  is  reflected  upon,  that  Aldus  was  permitted 


*  '  uasum  eniungere.'  Sic. 
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fuiguished  character — with  a  spirit,  taste,  and  judgment, 
equally  noble  and  well-regulated*  —  put  forth,  from  his 
printing  office,  a  series  chiefly  of  classical  volumes,  at  that 

even  to  live  so  long.  '  Aldus,  (says  Erasmus)  hospes  metis,  multis  post  urais  periit, 
hand  muho  minor  annis  septuaginta,  sed  tamen  animo  ad  literas  mire  juvenibV 
Enumi  Opera,  vol.  iii.  col.  788  D. 

•  spirit,  taste,  end  judgment,  equally  noble  and  well-regulated.']  first,  as  to  his 
spent;  which,  as  it  seemed  to  pervade  all  Italy,  so  has  it  been  recorded  by  a 
proportionate  number  of  pens.   '  Nam  ut  alia  taceam  (says  Morillonns)  qois  Aldi 
industriam,  patientiam,  vigilias  aequet?    Qois  ardorem  litterariae  rei  juvandss 
semuletur.?   Enumi  Opera,  vol.  iii.  col.  1608.  E.    Never  had  a  human  being  a 
more  thorough  affection  for  literature.    In  one  of  his  letters  to  Politian,  he  says, 
4  incredibilis  enim  erga  doctissimam  quemque  meus  est  amor.'   See  Maittaire, 
voL  i  p.  67 :  and  Maittaire  himself  observes  that, '  to  a  universal  knowledge  he 
added  an  unconquerable  industry  and  diligence.'    Indeed  Aldus's  own  words 
(from  the  first  part  of  the  3rd  volume  of  his  Aristotle,  containing  the  Plants  and 
Metaphysics  of  Theophrattus)  are  sufficiently  illustrative  of  his  mental  character : 
— .'  man  (says  he)  is  born  to  labour,  and  to  accomplish  something  which  shall  be 
rttwnnrt  worthy  of  himself.'  '  I  will  never  (adds  he,  in  the  same  passage)  desist 
from  my  undertaking  until  I  shall  have  performed  what  I  have  promised :  always 
unmindful  of  expense,  however  great ;  and  equally  regardless  of  labour,  even 
were  I  to  Hve  in  ease  and  affluence  1'    See  the  Bibk  Spenceriana,  vol.  i.  p.  260. 
Sentiments,  like  these,  are  worthy  of  a  Being  destined  for  immortality ;  and  for- 
tunate perhaps  might  it  sometimes  be,  for  the  condition  of  human  nature,  if  a 
longer  period  of  existence  were  permitted  for  its  earthly  tabernacle !  Musurus, 
in  his  epistle  to  Orolier,  prefixed  to  the  Greek  and  Latin  Grammar  of  Aldus, 
of  1515,  (which  is  in  part  extracted  by  Maittaire,  voL  i.  p.  71-3,  but  is 
found  entire  in  Renouard,  vol.  i.  p.  If  1-3)  does  ample  justice  to  the  spirit 
and  perseverance  of  this  great  printer :  calling  him '  an  admirable  character : 
sacrificing  private  to  public  considerations — sparing  neither  labour  nor  ex- 
pense— and  equally  prodigal  of  his  purse  and  his  life.'  Mr.  Renouard  has  also  a 
very  spirited  passage  upon  the  same  subject  (voL  ii  p.  33)  to  which  the  curious 
may  with  pleasure  and  facility  refer.    The  learned,  in  the  annals  of  the  Aldine 
press,  are  aware  that  Aldus  wrote  an  inscription  over  his  door,  intimating  that '  all 
Visitors  were  to  dispatch  their  business  with  him  quickly,  and  to  take  their  depar- 
ture :  unless  they  came,  as  Hercules  did  to  Atlas,  with  a  view  to  render  effectual 
assistance:  in  which  case  there  would  be  sufficient  employment  both  for  them 
and  for  as  many  others  as  might  repair  to  the  same  place.'   See  Mr.  Roscoe's 
life  of  Leo  X  vol.  L  p.  169-170— where  the  original  inscription  appears  to  be 
copied  ImeatwL    Unger  (Edit.  Geret.  p.  xxxxix.)  has  a  pleasant  notice  of  this 
inscription* 

In  the  second  place,  as  to  his  taste.    This  I  believe  is  universally  admitted : 
but  it  may  be  questioned  whether,  in  any  one  of  lib  founts  of  Greek  letter,  he 

VOL.  II.  O 
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time  perfectly  unrivalled.  The  elder  Aldus  was  indeed 
a  very  dragon  at  Greek  literature!  To  him,  Aristotle, 
Aristophanes,  Demosthenes,  Herodotus,  Thucyiidesy  Plato, 


was  completely  successful.  Yet  Unger  (p.  x  vim.)  is  vehement  in  commendation 
of  them.  His  Bembus,  De  JEtna,  of  1495,  is  the  perfection  of  his  Roman  type ; 
which,  in  this  first  and  particular  specimen,  appears  (as  has  been  before  inti- 
mated, vol.  i.  p.  399)  to  be  modelled  after  that  of  Jenson.  His  Italic  type  has 
a  certain  quiet  and  elegance  of  effect  which  renders  it  very  pleasing  to  the  eye ; 
but  it  always  appears  to  me  to  want  the  freedom  and  gracefulness  of  form  dis- 
cernible in  many  of  the  productions  of  Plantin's  office.  Aldus  in  general  made 
use  of  excellent  paper ;  of  a  soft  or  creamy  tint,  and  admirable  texture— and  the 
specimens  of  his  press  upon  vet.lum  are  nearly  the  perfection  of  the  ait  of 
printing.  The  late  Dr.  Hunter's  copy  of  Plato,  the  Aristotle  in  the  library  of 
Corpus  Christi  College,  and  Lord  Spencer's  shelf  of  octavos,  (including  Virgil, 
Dante,  Horace,  Petrarch,  Homer,  the  first  Anthology,  and  Pindar)  all  of  the 
vellum  species,  are  perfectly  familiar  to  my  recollection  on  making  this  asser- 
tion. They  are  very  book-stars — '  teaching  the  torches  to  burn  bright!'  It  is 
perhaps  to  be  lamented  that  Aldus  did  not  more  frequently  indulge  the  public 
with  productions  in  which  the  art  of  engraving  upon  wood  might  have  been  repre- 
sented ;  as  the  Hypnerotomachia  of  1499  is  quite  a  master-piece  in  this  department 
of  printing.  At  present,!  am  unable  to  mention  any  octavo  which  contains  a 
series  of  well-executed  wood-cuts  from  the  Aldine  press :  in  this  latter  respect, 
the  Gbliti,  and  other  contemporaneous  printers,  have  a  manifest  superiority. 

In  the  third  place,  as  to  the  judgment  of  Aldus.  The  text  of  his  Greek  boob 
has  been  criticised  with  much  freedom  and  some  severity ;  and  it  is  possible,  and 
even  probable,  that  in  his  ardour  to  propagate  a  knowledge  of  the  illustrious 
authors  of  Greece,  iu  their  native  tongues,  he  was  not  sufficiently  choice  in  the 
purity  of  the  texts  which  he  put  forth.  From  what  is  known  of  the  tenor  of  his 
life,  and  the  multiplicity  of  his  business,  even  with  the  aid  of  the  distinguished 
scholars  who  assisted  him,  (Unger,  p.  xxxn ;  Renouard,  vol  ii.  p.  23-4;  and 
Roscoe,  voL  i.  p.  167 ;)  it  could  hardly  be  expected  that  Aldus  should  publish 
from  a  collation  of  the  best  known  MSS.  In  consequence,  he  frequently  saw  and 
corrected  his  errors  while  the  pages  were  at  press;  and  his  second  editions 
usually  made  reparation  for  the  blunders  of  the  previous  ones.  It  must  also 
be  remembered  that,  before  the  time  of  Aldus,  only  three  Greek  booh,  with 
positive  dates  affixed,  had  made  their  appearance  in  print ;  namely,  the  Latcarit 
of  1476,  the  Homer  of  1488,  and  the  Itocratet  of  1493 :  so  that,  from  a  love  of 
novelty,  and  of  Grecian  literature,  and  from  an  eagerness  to  ehcrease  the  trea- 
sures of  that  language,  we  may  readily  imagine  that  Aldus  was  oftentimes  rather 
enthusiastic  than  critical.  His  Aristotle  of  1495-6,  may  however  be  considered 
the  wonder  of  the  age ;  and  if  succeeding  printers  have  exhibited  more  acumen 
and  correctness,  it  was  rather  from  the  evidence  of  errors  manifested  in  the 
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Pimdar,  Pkdarch — what  would  you  more  ? — were  indebted 
for  their  first  appearances  in  their  original  genuine  attires ! 
Glorious  achievement ! 

His  son  Paul  Manutius  succeeded  to  the  business  and 
celebrity  of  his  parent:  after  Andreas  Asulanus,  the 
father  in-law  of  that  parent,  had  conducted  the  business 
during  the  earlier  years  of  the  son's  minority.  Manutius 
shewed  perhaps  less  ardour  for  Greek  literature  than  his 
father;   but  he  was  a  more  polished  Latin  scholar,  and 


aviate**  tat*  of  Aldus,  than  from  the  more  difficult  task  of  collating  unpublished 
MSS.  If  the.  Stephens  have  reared  a  loftier  superstructure,  the  boast  of 
affording  that  superstructure  a  safe  and  permanent  foundation  is  exclusively  due 
to  Aldus.  To  the  immortal  honour  of  our  printer  it  must  be  noticed,  that  he 
was  the  first  who  composed  a  sort  of  methodised  Lett*  Grammar  for  die  more 
easy  acquisition  of  that  language ;  prefacing  it  with  this  inviting  quatrain : 

i 
Non  mihi  per  scopulos  ant  deuia  parous  lulus 

Ducitur  Aonias  ebibhurus  aquas. 

Est  uk  per  pmcidos  colles,  per  florea  nam 

Hbc  her  ad  Hums  per  breue  carpe  puer. 

This  grammar  was  printed  by  Ponce  Le  Preux  at  Paris  in  1500.  See  Sallengre's 
Meawcres  UUnarc*,  vol.  L  p.  163-4.    Unger,  p.  rrrriiii,  note. 

It  remains  to  notice  his  Devices  and  his  Portrait.  Benouard  supposes  that 
Aldus  took  the  immediate  outline  or  composition  of  his  device,  from  the  following 
representation  of  the  Dolphin  and  Anchor  in  one  of  the  ornaments  of  the  Hypne- 
rotomachta,  of  1499,  at  sign.  d.  vij.  rect 


It  may  be  so;  but  the  earlier  AJdine  Anchors  are  much  at  variance  with  their 
Ayiit  prototype.   The  no.  I,  of  Benouard  is  the  slightly  shaded  Anchor  seen 
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Cicero  was  the  classical  god  of  his  idolatry.*  His  first 
essay,  as  a  printer,  was  an  edition  of  a  portion  of  the  works 
of  that  great  man,  in  1533,  quarto;  and  for  a  succession  of 


as  early  as  the  year  1501.    In  1504,  if  not  before,  the  large  unshaded  Anchor 
occurs  Urns,  in  the  first  Aldine  Demosthenes. 


In  the  second  edition  of  the  Demosthenes,  the  device,  of  nearly  the  same  sise, 
but  equally  clumsily  executed,  appears  sanded.  These  two  large  devices,  and  the 
smaller  one,  forming  no.  1,  of  Renouard,  were  the  only  ones  (I  apprehend) 
used  by  the  Elder  Aldus.  His  portrait,  according  to  the  ensuing  faithful  repre- 
sentation, appears  in  the  frontispieces  of  a  variety  of  books:  that,  here  submitted, 


SIXTH  DAY.  213 

nearly  forty  years,  from  this  date —interrupted  however  by 
pretty  constant  locomotion,  partly  from  bad  health,  and  partly 
from  a  multiplicity  of  business — Manutius  maintained,  if  he 

bring  taken  from  the  Cue— nitary  of  PeaJ  Mmniu  ujmt  Harnett  -trtaf  Poetry, 
printed  by  the  grandson  m  1S76,  4to. 


I  wwiikr  the  copper-plate  laaa-eatanstian  of  Hm,  in  the  fcBo  Cicero  of  158*, 
aauu^aualiiLlyftenfc and  faithless;  end  Oeret  has  anW  the  resemblance  to 
■  Mfll  mare  fanciful  and  reaaete  pHch.  Mr.  Boscoc's  representation,  from  the 
pdntfejr  of  Girrrsn  Beffino,  (who  la  macenrstetj  called  Giovanni  Battjsta,  M 
p.  IDS)  ia  aahhnl  to  id  original ;  bat  we  want  in  it,  I  think,  the  severe  and 
■naracteriatic  touches,  or  indentations,  which  even  the  above  countenance  (of 
asaeh  leas  beniitrfbt  eacculicu)  may  be  thought  to  exhibit ;  and  which  were 
d—btlcas  obaarwMe.  in  the  expressive  original.  Was  the  bonnet  of  Aldns  rouge, 
or  amr?  Hereupon,  we  hare  no  details — at  which  I  grieve.  Who  would  not 
reGab  a  catalogue  raiamne  of  even  Akbnra  wardrobe  1  Did  he  attend  business  in 
a  velvet  suit — or  were  his  welding  clothes  equally  gay  with  those  of  Schoiffbcr  > 
Bee  toL  L  p-  S*6.  Tradition  k  cruelly  allent  upon  these  pohiu. 

•  Cfcera— t he  rJatricel  God  of  hit  idolatry.}  A  word  or  two  before  die  mention 
of  this  Ctoeraoian  adoration.  We  may  prerbwaty  remark  that  Paul  Himrnii 
waa  bom  in  1319  ;  bat,  upon  the  death  of  bUuither,  in  the  third  following  year, 
it  seems  aneertain  onrter  whose  tHition  be  wa>  placed.  Maitlaire,  wboae 
Mimxtitma  are  extremely  roll  and  agreeable,  it  doubtful  upon  tfala  point;  but 
thinks  that  Baptists  Egnathu  was  his  tutor  rather  than  Erasmus.  AmaL  Tgptg. 
to!.  Hi.  p.  498.  Indeed  there  branny  auy  foundation  for  the  supposition  of 
Erasmus  having  bad  the  direction  of  the  earner  studies  of  Paul  Msnutini.  We 
should  rather,  I  apprehend,  consider  P.  Bunellniis  hisinaster.  From  hk  infancy, 
oar  typographical  hero  evinced  the  moat  devoted  ardour  in  the  cultivation  of 
eloquence  ;   and  especially  hi  the  Cfceroossu  composition  of  the  Latin  language. 
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did  not  increase,  the  reputation  which  the  AxDnnr.  Press 
had  acquired  under  the  conduct  of  its  founder. 

His  letter  to  Saulius,  (nearly  tlie  whole  of  which  is  extracted  by  Maittaire)  of  the 
date  of  1553,  as  given  in  Krauie*s  edition  of  the  Epi*.  Pmdi  ManvtU,  1710, 
p.  6,  is  full  of  the  history  of  his  earlier  propensities  and  studies.  The  examples 
and  instructions  of  Bembo,  Sadoletus,  and  Bonamid  had  enflaroed  his  juvenile 
ambition;  and  no  student  ever  entered  the  arena  of  classical  antiquity  with 
weapons  better  tempered  to  give  demonstration  of  the  power  and  skUl  of  the 
hands  which  wielded  them.  It  was  in  the  fist  year  of  his  age  that  his  name 
came  before  the  public  as  an  editor  and  printer ;  and  the  Ltfcri  Oratam  of  Cicero, 
of  the  date  of  1533, 4to.  are  considered  as  the  first  fruits  which  succeeded  a 
blossom  of  so  much  promise.  Renouard  may  be  consulted  to  advantage  upoa 
this  point :  L'lmprim  det  Aide,  vol  L  p.  188-9.  The  immediately  cuusecutive 
pages  of  the  same  work  describe  the  remaining  traits  of  Manutius's  press,  which 
appeared  in  the  same  year :  fruits,  of  equal  fragrance,  and  what  is  better,  of  equal 
flavour :  but  I  cannot  here  forego  the  pleasure  of  making  especial  mention  of  his 
earliest  Greek  Book— which  was  the  Themvtn  Open  Omnia,  published  in  the 
following  year,  1534,  in  folio  —  a  noble  companion  to  the  Galeni  Opera  Ossass, 
in  1525,  5  vols,  folio,  put  forth,  in  the  same  office,  by  Andreas  Asuknus. 
Mr.  Renouard  speaks  with  delight  of  the  extreme  beauty  and  rarity  of  copies  of 
these  two  works  upon  large  paper.  He  calls  them,  in  the  true  language  of  fcuV 
uoroanjacfom, '  des  morceaux  infinhnent  preoeux.'  Does  he  chance  to  remember 
the  electrical  effect  produced  upon  him,  by  myself,  in  opening  the  large  paper 
copies  of  both  these  works  contained  in  Lord  Spencer's  library— -and  especially 
that  of  the  Themistitis  ?1  —  which,  if  he  will  not  carp  at  my  gallidsed  bibBoma- 
niacal  phraseology,  we  will  henceforth  call '  un  exemplaire  qui  utt  reculerH' 
These  large  paper  copies,  in  Lord  Spencer's  collection,  bad  been  previously 
unknown  to  him.  He  will  not, *  I  dare  think/  (to  borrow  the  favourite  phrase  of 
my  friend  Bernardo),  *  forget  them  in  a  hurry '—as  we  say  to  the  noroWest  of 
Calais  Pier! 

There  is  here  neither '  space  nor  verge  enough'  for  a  due  enumeration  of  the 
talents  and  occupations  of  Paul  Manutius.  As  much  as  possible  must  therefore 
be  compressed  into  the  limits  assigned  to  me.  I  believe  I  may  conscientiously 
assert  that  I  have  read  all  the  original  epistles  of  that  great  printer,  which  were 
once  so  celebrated  throughout  Europe,  and  were  considered  as  the  *  true  Cice- 
ronian style  revived.'  Henry  Stephen  published  them  partially,  (that  is  to  say, 
what  he  considered  as  '  Epistol*  Cuxnmiano  stylo  script* ')  along  with  those  of 
Manutius's  master,  Bunellus,  and  other  Frenchmen  and  Italians.  With  the 
known  asperities  and  jealousies  of  that  eminent  editor,  it  is  no  wonder  that  Paul 
Manutius  was  considered  by  him  as  inferior  to  Bunellus  and  Longolius— because, 
gentle  reader,  Paul  Manutius  was  not  a  Frenchman  I  This  really  does  seem  to 
be  somewhere  about  the  gist,  or  main  inference,  deducible  from  Stephen's  address 
to  the  Reader ;  and  his  struggle  to  make  Longotius  a  Frenchman  ('  seminoster 
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Letters  are  yet  the  delight  and  admiration  of  the 
classical  student ;  and  if  it  had  pleased  Providence  to  have 

merit  Longolius,  id  est  semigallus  *)  is  not  a  little  farcical  and  foolish.  From  the 
Letters  of  Paul  Mairatius,  as  given  partially  by  H.  Stephen,  or  fully  by  Krause, 
a  small  pocket  volume  of  anecdotes  might  be  collected— sufficient  to  amuse  the 
bibliographical  student  if  bile  he  sat  in  bis  bay-window  retirement,  with  the 
books  of  his  library  irradiated  by  the  tints  of  the  last  half  hour  of  the  sun's 
declension.  From  these  we  learn,  that,  from  his  infancy,  Manntius  was  of  a 
delicate  and  sickly  habit,  and  constantly  afflicted  with  weak  eyes.  Maittaire  has 
an  admirable  selection  from  the  printer's  own  letters,  illustrative  of  this  melan- 
choly subject :— '  Frequentes  morbi,  (says  the  former)  febres,  pituita,  tussis, 
ceulorum  lippitudo.'  AtmaL  Typog.  vol.  iii.  p.  506-8.  As  however  the  originals 
are  before  me,  I  may  as  well  make  a  trifling  selection  therefrom.  In  a  letter 
to  his  intimate  friend  and  quondam  pupil,  (as  it  appears)  Anthony  Natt, 
Manuthis  seems  to  take  a  close  view  of  his  own  infirmities,  with  considerable 
grief  of  heart.  The  passage,  upon  the  whole,  is  very  interesting ;  and  a*  it  does 
not  appear  to  be  in  Maittaire,  the  reader  may  be  disposed  to  forgive  its  insertion 
here*  Natt  had  invited  Manutius  to  come  and  spend  some  time  with  him  at 
Mantua.  Our  printer  replies  thus:  '  De  aduentu  meo  muto  consilium  in  boras 
rngn^f  tu  me  allicis,  uel  attrahis  potius :  reuocat  et  retinet  ualetudo.  Cum  ad 
te  specto,  nauim  conscendo,  uehor,  appello  ManJuam,  tecum  sum :  (sic  est  amor, 
et  ills  quae  fount  ez  amore  voluntates)  rursus,  cum  ad  me  cenuertur,  «t  meam 
hnbecillhatem  intueor ;  qua  made  sim,  quam  tenui  cute,  quam  uatura  mollis,  et 
prodiuis  ad  morbos,  remnguesco  paullulum,  et  quasi  nauim  incitatam  leuiter 
inhibeo.'  Let  us  go  on  but  a  little  way  further,  <  Vkies  adbuc,  et  sentis  fortasse, 
tentari  corpora  frigore,  leui  quidem,  sed  tentari  tauten :  uides  perflari  caelum 
uentis ;  ratkmem  esse  temporis  prorsus  incertam  et  inconstantem :  que  firnriores 
non  tinent:  ego  naletudinarius  nisi  timeam,  parum  uidear  me  nosse,  parum  uitrn 
consuleffe.  qaod  nee  humanitatU  est,  nee  satis  pium :  cum  nos  iusserit  iile  summus* 
imperator  quasi  suos  milites  in  hac  statione,  donee  ipse  reuocauerit,  permanere. 
Galores,  ut  spero  (quae  mea  solet  esse  anniversaria  medicina)  me  mihi  restituent. 
itaque  Iunio  ineunte,  aut  eo  certe  mense,  te,  ut  spero,  complectar.'  Edit.  Steph. 
p.  167. 

A  little  onward  (p.  169)  it  appears  that  three  physicians  were  at  one  time  called 
in  to  consult  about  the  doubtful  state  of  Manutius's  health.*  They  recommended 


*  Let  the  following  affecting  letter,  to  the  same  intimate  friend,  Natt— or 
the  larger  portion  of  it,  amiable  reader,  creep  quietly  in  here,  as  an  unostentati- 
ous sub-note,—-'  O  mi  Natta,  si  uides  quibus  premimur  et  curis  et  laborious, 
fortasse,  si  modo  uis  me  vivere,  aliter  sentis.  Licitamnr  uoluntate,  cousiliis  et 
hortatibus  amicorum,  gloriae  nonnulla  cupiditate :  nee  omnino  dhndimus  ingenio : 
uerum  ilia,  qua  tu  excellis,  qua  in  tuis  dictis  et  metis,  elucet  prudentia,  dissuadet 
Me  natura  perteuui  finzit  corpore :  studiorum  acccasijt  non  mediocris  labor;  ex 
quo  imbeciHitas  et  morbL  quid  res  domestica?  quae,  quo  est  angustior,  eo  tuenda 


M 
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endued  him  with  a  stronger  bodily  frame,  and  to  have 
*  meted '  out  to  him  a  larger  '  measure '  of  wealth,  we  might 

air,  exercise,  green-fields,  and  country  sports  and  pastimes :  and  perhaps,  if  the 
patient  could  not  exist  without *  pen  in  hand/  a  version,  into  his  own  tongue,  of 
Wynkyn  de  Worde**  edition  of  Juliana  Berners  upon '  Hunting,  Hawking*  Fish- 
ing, and  Coat  Armour !'  There  is  scarcely  a  letter  from  Manutius  in  which  he 
does  not  complain  of  the  *  weakness  of  his  eyes  f  and  in  two,  to  Muretus,  (Edit. 
Krmite,  p.  157, 173)  he  rejoices  that  his  amanuensis  is  returned  to  save  him  the 
pain  of  gazing  upon  white  paper.  In  the  second  of  these,  he  begins  thus:  'you 
can  scarcely  think  with  what  difficulty  my  pen  performs  its  office  when  it  is 
under  the  direction  of  my  own  hands  —  and  with  what  acuity  my  composite 
flows  when  the  same  pen  is  under  the  guidance  of  an  amanuensis.' 

His  family  afflictions  did  not  arise  from  the  ill-humour  or  had  principles  of  his 
wife ;  for,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Saulius,  (Edit.  Kraute,  p.  18)  he  is  copious  and 
touching  in  commendation  of  her  excellent  domestic  qualities.  Herein  he  had  a 
better  lot  than  poor  Oporinus !  See  page  181  ante.  His  brothers-in-law,  bow* 
ewer,  gave  him  a  great  deal  of  trouble ;  yet,  in  the  end,  be  appears  to  have  con- 
ciliated all  parties.  Maittaire  has  a  good  nervous  passage  worth  quoting 
in  reference  to  the  unconquerable  spirit  of  this  illustrious  printer.  '  Tot  < 
tjenibns  districto  minim  est  ullum,  quod  in  studiis  titerarns  contereret, 
superfuisse.  His  tamen  oneribus  domesticis  pressus,  hue  malorum  Ibad 
septus,  nunquam  sucenbuit'  rol.  HL  p.  506.  Such  was  his  diligence  and  energy 
that  he  sometimes  devoted  those  hours,  which  were  absolutely  nerfsury  to  slum- 
ber and  rest,  towards  his  epistolary  correspoudence.  In  one  of  bis  letters  to 
Muretus,  he  dates  it  '  before  sun-rise,  at  dawn  of  day !'  (<  Ante  sous  often, 
aibescente  die.')  In  short,  the  literary  ambition,  and  the  great  leading  objects 
of  Manutius'*  mind,  were  always  too  vast  for  the  means  of  their  accomplishment 
The  substratum  was  Bondaske's  cement  ;  the  superstratum,  Egyptian  granite, 
'  You  wish  me  (says  this  truly  eminent  scholar  and  printer,  in  one  of  his  letters 


diligentius  est.  quid  typographia?  quam  ita  mihi  tractandam  intelttgo,  non  ut 
omnia  ad  utilitatem,  sicut  multi,  sed  pleraque  ad  meam  existhnationem  leJeram 
ac  dignitatem,  quo  proposito,  nihil  est  opera?,  nihil  studii  recusaudum :  ac  same 
(ut  ait  poeta  ille  tuus)  sudamus  et  algemus.  Amicis  etiam  salutantibus  horn 
oanda  sunt,  vel  aliquid  petentibus  officia  tribuenda.  [here  examine  also,  for  one 
moment,  the  first  extract  in  Maittaire,  vol.  iti.  p.  506]  qui  si  exeludasvtur,  ant 
rejidantur ;  sane  consuletur  otio  meo,  rebus  meis,  ualetudinimesB :  sed  ubi  huma- 
nitas?  qua)  quam  sit  hominis  propria,  nomen  ipsum  indicat.  Iacent  igitur 
inchoata,  plane  rudia,  temere  uel  dissipata,  uel  confusa,  mea  scripta;  qua)  non- 
nunquam,  sicuti  mater  languentem  filiuro,  cum  dolore  tacitus  adspicio ;  opem 
ferre,  quam  uidentur  postulare,  non  queo.  Quare,  si  quid  apud  te  hominis  tui 
amantissimi  salus  est,  non  debes  me  ad  scriptionem  uocare,  tot  assidud,  tarn  uariis, 
tend  momenti  occupationibus  distentum.  adiuua  me  potius  consilio,  si  potes :  aut 
ramue  molestiam  consolendo :  opta  saltern  (et  hoc  ipsum  signinca)  ut  hssc  que 
nunc  sustineo,  perferam,  et  is  quern  volumus,  prineipus  exftus  respondeat'  &c 
Edit.  Steph.  p.  175. 
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possibly,  at  this  day,  have  witnessed  an  original  work,  con- 
nected with  the  Antiquities  of  the  Cities  of  Venice  and 
Rome,f  or  with  the  History  of  the  Personal  Literature  of 
the  Jge,  which  would  have  continued  to  interest  the  latest 
posterity.    We  are  chiefly  indebted  to  the  enterprise  and 

to  Saolius,  edit.  Krause,  p.  19,)  to  open  the  road  to  eloquence :  an  attempt,  at 
once  bold,  difficult,  and  involved— demanding  much  leisure,  and  mental  tran- 
quility—which,  as  I  have  frequently  told  jou,  it  will  never  be  my  good  fortune  to 
possess;  and  a  state  of  nerves,  infinitely  stronger  than  those  which  you  imagine 
to  belong  to  myself .  . .  Indeed,  indeed,  I  am  but  too  well  acquainted  with  my 
bodily  infirmities.    Yet,  if  I  fail,  the  attempt  will  at  least  be  deemed  glorious  I' 

like  his  father,  he  courted  the  society,  and  cultivated  the  friendship,  of 
literary  characters  of  eminence;*  and  seemed  never  happy  but  in  the  projection 
of  literary  schemes,  or  in  the  publication  of  the  classical  treasures  of  antiquity. 
Almost  as  frequently  at  Rome  as  at  Venice,  and  carrying  on  publications  at  both 
places — presented  with  the  professorship-chairs  of  two  cities,  which  '  he  did 
thrice  refuse' — Manutius  continued,  pertinaceously  and  immoveably,  to  disport 
himself  with  bis  Dolphin  and  Anchor,  in  a  series  of  some  of  the  most  useful  as 
well  as  elegant  volumes  which  ever  adorned  the  annals  of  the  press.  His  erudi- 
tion as  well  as  his  taste  was  probably  superior  to  that  of  his  father ;  and  his 
commentaries  upon  the  works  of  Cicero  are  of  such  cakbre,  that  no  reprint  of  that 
great  Roman  orator's  works  can  be  considered  perfect  without  them.  In  spite  of 
his  mental  anxieties  and  shattered  bodily  frame,  it  pleased  divine  providence  to 
prolong  his  existence  till  1574 ;  when  he  expired,  in  the  arms  of  his  son,  and  in 
the  zenith  of  his  own  reputation. 

His  physiognomy,  as  appears  by  the  authenticated  portraits  of  him,  was  truly 
Venetian ;  and  it  is  not  very  improbable  that  we  are  indebted  to  the  pencil  of 
Titian  for  the  original  painting.  M.  Renouard  has  had  this  portrait,  cut  upon 
copper,  prefixed  to  the  second  volumes  of  his  'Annates ;'  but  the  same  portrait 
bad  been  previously  published  by  Krause,  among  others— apparently  copied 
from  the  copper-plate  representation  which  appears  at  the  top  of  the  frontispiece, 
to  the  left  hand,  of  the  Entire  Works  of  Cicero,  published  by  the  grandson  in 
1582.  in  10  volumes  folio.  This  edition  is  remarkable  for  containing  a  dedication 


*  I  deserve  both  correction  and  censure  for  not  having  glanced  upon  the 
pages  of  Unger,  in  his  Life  of  the  Elder  Aldus,  descriptive  of  the  society  or  club, 
formed  by  Manutius's  father,  for  the  consolidation  and  effectual  direction  of  lite- 
rary schemes  and  publications.  This  society  used  to  meet  at  the  elder  Aldus's 
house  j  and  instead  of  gay  dinners,  and  bacchanalian  revels, '  in  commune  consul- 
tabant,  de  libris,  gnecis,  latinis  et  hetruscis  conferences,  emendandis  et  iUustrandis, 
quos  ipse  [Aldus]  formula  edere  suis,  cogitabat,'  p.  xxiii. 

t  See  page  222. 
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taste  of  Manutius,  for  that  limited  and  elegantly-executed 
serins  of  volumes  which  came  forth  under  the  imprint  of  The 


(prefixed  to  the  Pandora)  to  the  •  Aohidible  CbicbtOX  ;'  and  •  Meiuoin  of 
the  Lite1  of  tliat  eitraordinary  Character  (within  a  few  months  after  Irii  death) 
ate  prefixed  to  the  Offica.  Aldus,  the  grandson,  waa  the  author  of  both  these 
interesting  documents.  It  ii  from  the  frontispiece  of  this  very  edition,  executed 
upon  copper,  that  the  following  bead  of  Manatius(upon  wood)  is  now  presented 
to  the  reader. 


I  canuut  howerer  help  thinking  that  I  have  seen  a  wood-cnt  portrait  of 
Hanutiui  of  nearly  (he  same  dimensions  as  the  bead  published  by  Kraeie. 
A  word  now  respecting  the  Dcvka  used  by  Paul  Manutius.  M.  Renomrd's 
no.  I,  the  device  usually  seen,  is  thought  to  be  a  mere  improvement  of  the 
old  one;  as  it  is  of  about  the  same  dimensions.  But  upon  his  separatum  bun 
the  Torresani  in  1540,  and  commencing  business  on  Ins  own  account,  and  on  that 
of  his  brothers,  Manutius  adopted  a  new  device,  of  which  the  following  faostmile 
is  humbly  hoped  to  compete  successfully  with  the  no.  S.  of  M.  B 
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Venetian  Academy. \    Seize  upon  these  tomes,  dear  Lisardo, 
when  fair  copies  of  them  present  themselves  to  your  notice— 

This  device,  according  to  Renouard,  mi  drop!  by  Mnnntini  about  the  year 
1555 ;  when  he  commenced  business  entirely  on  his  own  account.  He  then 
'  disported'  himself  (as  is  ilim  will)  with  fain  first  improvement  of  his  father's 
bussm  representation- -or  with  the  no  1.  of  M.  Renouard — of  larger  dbnen- 
sions,  however,  and  surrounded  by  a  border,  sometimes  in  the  manner  of 
arabesque — as  appears  in  the  no.  4.  of  M.  Renouard — and  sometimes  composed 
of  fruits  and  flowers,  of  which  here  fbUuweth  a  fac -simile. 


But  Monutius  liad  yet  a  variety,  which  has  not  been  noticed  by  M.  Renouard. 

tie  would  occasionally  put  a  sort  of  aimgtd  gitl  to  Ijis  dolphin ,  thereby  giving  it 
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for  Renouard  tells  us  (if  I  recollect)  that  they  are  '  of  * 
perfect  execution,  and  rare,  and  sought  after  with  avidity 
by  amateurs  of  well-printed  books  in  the  xvith  century.' 

It  is  now  time,  however,  that  we  touch  upon  the  younger 
of  the  Aldine  Family,  and  the  last  of  that  name,  Aldus 
Manutdjs,  the  Gbandbow  of  the  first  Aldus,  commenced 
his  career  in  a  manner  equally  honourable  to  himself,  and 
gratifying  to  bis  parent,  Paul  Manutius.  His  juvenile  per- 
formances betray  so  much  taste  and  acumen  that  it  has  been 
questioned  whether  he  could  have  been  the  author  of  them. 
Nevertheless  we  must  own  that  it  seems  hard,  after  the 
testimonies  of  contemporaries,  and  the  suffrages  of  later 

the  air  of  a  little  dragon  or  monster  of  the  deep.  For  thus,curioB>  reader,  thii  said 
dolphin  appeara  in  the  frontispiece  of  the  '  CmmoUarim  PmU  Mamaii  h 
Epiitolai  Cicenma  ad  A 


Perhaps  Ihbb  int' place  to  mike  mention  of  the  Jmitatieni  ef  the  AlAim  Andw 
in  *  number  of  publications  •boot  the  middle,  and  toward)  the  end,  of  the  i  vith 
century.  M.  Renomjit,  however,  Ima  left  little  to  he  gleaned  titer  the  notice* 
which  appear  by  him  in  »ol,  li.  p.  64-6.  Yet  among  the  numerous  imitation!  of 
thia  device,  by  the  Parii  printers,  that  akilfbl  bibliographer  hu  omitted  to  men- 
tion the  rery  elegant  representation  which  appears  in  the  frontispiece  of  the  first 
four  U»U  of  the  Annals  of  Tuckoi,  pubiiahed  and  sold  at  Paris,  in  1501,  loho. 
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critics,  to  question  their  legitimacy.  As  a  Printer,  strictly 
speaking,  his  celebrity  will  never  approach  that  of  his  Father 
or  Grandfather  :*  but  as  an  elegant  scholar  he  may  bear  no 
mean  comparison  with  either.  Perhaps  he  bad  more  taste 
than  learning ;  and  more  love  of  popularity,  in  what  may 
be  called  its  captivating  but  perishable  sense,  than  seems  to 
have  attached  to  either  his  Parent  or  his  Ancestor.    None, 


TM»  taoww»er  may  poenhl;  be  connderad  rather  a  genuine  Aldme  performance. 
Of*  tin  ohni  granted  to  Matwini  by  the  Emperor  MmSBJMm.  which  "B  h 
ug,h  mi  ii  hi  ml  ii  iji.  ma  device,  with  a  helmet  for  mat,  we  will  dhmme  hereafter. 
MlMinMr.  let  it  be  only  further  obesrred  that  thai  dolphin  and  anchor  are 


•  See  then 


sat  p.  tt6. 
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who  bear  his  name,  ever  received  such  flattering  marks  of 
respect;  and  he  surely  must  be  somewhat  more  than  mortal 
who  does  not  suffer  his  phlegm  to  be  disturbed  by  such 

diluted  bj  Claude  Paradm,  in  Ids  Symbol*  Heroics,  p.  ST4,  edit  1567,  n  tho 
symbol  of  the  Emperor  VeapasUu — with  the  wdl  known  motto  of  hwirn 
f.iNTit,    Paradin  has  thus  represented  U. 


t  AnlitpiUici  tf  Ike  cilia  nf  Venice  end  Some.]  It  should  seem  from  the 
Chronological  Synopsis  of  Maontiui's  Life,  by  Krause,  p.  uiiiL  that  about  the 
year  1547,  our  printer,  moved  b;  the  entreaties,  and  assisted  by  the  researches, 
of  Benibo  and  Maffeio,  meditated  a  work  upon  the  Anttjiutki  if  Rant,  wliirh 
appeared  after  his  death  at  Rome,  in  1585,  4to.  See  Renomrd,  toL  fi.  p.  105. 
Of  those  of  Pmicc,  I  know  not  why  Lyaander  should  indidge  the  supposition 
that  any  memoranda  were  collected.  Fosearitil  however  inform*  oi,  iu  hii 
LeHsratnro  Fenaiana,  p.  380,  note  131,  that  wbaterer  eollettioni  Mannthu  taade, 
and  to  which  he  himself  alludes  in  about  the  year  1569,  ('  Qua  ifiquando,  si 
vila,  raletudo,  et  otium  snppetet,  ex  nostril  Antiquanim  Inscription  uui  Ebrii 
cognoscditur  "j  were  transcribed  and  published  by  G.  B.  Demi,  in  hit  RacolU, 

mi. 

}  The  Venetian  Academy.]  •  Cette  Academic,  detruite  pen  d'annees  apres  at 
fimdation,  avoit  de  Tastes  projets  litteraires,  a  en  juger  par  let  deoi  Catalogues 
qu'elle  a  publico,  des  editions  quelle  se  proposoit  de  tairc  eifeuter  socceaarvriueiit 
et  a  BM  rrais.'  Renonard,  tdI.  L  p.  311.  Badosro,  a  Venetian  senator,  was  the 
(bander  of  it,  about  the  year  1556.  The  members  of  this  Academy  were  to  meet 
in  his  own  house ;'  but  the  plan  of  it  (continues  Renonard)  was  so  rut,  that 
however  It  might  hare  been  conceived  and  carried  into  effect  by  one  individual, 
it  n^uiredthepowcrardthercsour«»ofamoniirchtorrodeTitpeimaMiit,'TiJ,  ii 
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high  and  numerous  testimonies  of  admiration  and  respect 
There  seems  to  have  been  almost  a  scuffle  between  the 
learned  at  Pisa  and  Rome  who  first  should  secure  him  as 

p.  86.  In  his  third,  or  supplemental  volume,  M.  Renouard  gives  a  completer  list 
of  these  Academic  publications  than  in  his  first  The  following  is  rather  a  concise 
abridgement  from  this  enlarged  and  amended  list 

Books  Printed  in  the  Venetian  Academy. 

1.  Somma  delle  Opere,  <fc.  1558,  folio,  31  leaves  not  numbered,  and  one  blank 

leaf,  400  copies  printed. 

2.  Summa  Librorum,  <£c.  1559,  4to.  39  leaves,  numbered,  followed  by  1  blank 

leaf;  and  preceded  by  4  leaves  containing  the  title  and  preface  in  the 
name  of  the  Academy,  addressed  to  the  Venetian  nobility :  very  curious, 
12  copies  upon  large  paper. 

3.  Indict  Volgare,  small  folio,  2  leaves,  300  copies  printed. 

4.  Indict  Piccolo  Latino* 

5.  Indice  de*  LUbri  mandati  a  Franc/art.    The  title  of  this  latter  is  given  at  full 

length  by  FoscarinL  Only  few  copies  printed.  Apparently  unseen  by 
Renouard. 

6.  De  Dei  Locvtione  M.  A.  Natte  Orotic,  <%c.  1559,  4to.  825  copies,  with  a 

preface  of  4  pages  by  Paul  Manudus. 

7.  H.  Bvtigellx  Pap,  Eq.  Commcntaria,  j-c.  1559,  folio,  1100  copies,  76  double- 

column  leaves,  and  a  blank  leaf;  next,  17  leaves  of  table,  and  a  blank 
leaf;  2  leaves  of  title  and  preface  precede.  Exceedingly  rare  and  almost 
unknown.    Rarity  arising  from  the  want  of  interest  of  the  publication. 

8.  Historic,  <fc.  nel  regno  d"  InghiUerra,  1558,  8vo.  1100  copies.    Benonard 

calls  this  a  rare  volume,  notwithstanding  the  number  of  copies  which  were 
printed.  I  have  seen  five  copies  of  it  There  are  60  leaves,  numbered  from 
9  to  68 ;  3  leaves  at  the  beginning,  and  a  blank  leaf.  This  is  a  book  in 
every  respect  worth  a  place  upon  the  Aldine  shelves. 

9.  PauH  Manulii  EpistoU,  1558,  8vo.  12  leaves  at  the  commencement ;  143 

leaves,  numbered  from  6  to  148.  First  edition;  and  presumed  the  most 
correct  Manutius  shelters  himself  under  the  imputation  of  vanity  in 
being  the  editor  of  his  own  letters,  by  informing  us  that  they  were  published 
at  the  express  desire  of  the  '  Academy.'  Let  no  lover  of  the  memory  of 
the  Aldoses  suffer  this  volume  to  escape  him ;  and  if  he  meet  with  a  copy 
upon  large  paper,  let  such  copy  receive  a  Grolier-fashion  binding 
under  the  direction  of  one  Charles  Lewis ! 

10.  De  Legato  Pontifido,  1558, 4to.  825  copies;  4  leaves  for  title  and  preface; 

19  leaves  of  text,  numbered  as  if  they  were  20 ;  because  the  3rd  leaf  is 
incorrectly  numbered  4 :  last,  a  blank  leaf  with  the  date. 

11.  Ordme  de  CavaUeri  del  To$one,  1558, 4to.  825  copies ;  1  leaf  for  title :  2  for 

preface,  and  1  blank ;  then  the  work  upon  18  numbered  leaves. 
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their  Profeesor  of  Bdles-Lettres ;  and  the  chair  of  the  pro- 
fessorship, at  the  latter  place,  was  absolutely  kept  vacant, 
while  he  was  Professor  at  the  former,  with  the  hope  that  be 

Books  Printed  in  the  Venktia*  Academy. 

IS.  De  Miteria  Humana,  <fc.  1558, 4to.  835  copies ;  1  leaf  for  tide,  and  2  laves 
for  preface,  followed  by  a  blank  leaf;  then  64  leaves  of  text 

13.  Pyriani  Antiq.  Interpret,  in  Aristtf.  Libr.  Metaph.  Comment.  1558, 4to.  1100 

copies ;  3  leaves  of  title  and  preface  (very  carious)  and  1  blank ;  followed 
by  123  leaves,  of  which  the  last  is  inaccurately  numbered  132. 

14.  Progne  Tragoedia,  nvnc  primvm  edita,  1558,  4to.  825  copies ;  6  leaves,  con- 

taining title,  preface,  argument,  and  list  of  the  '  Dramatis  Person* ;'  27 
leaves  of  text,  and  1  blank. 

15.  Discorso  mtorno,  <fc.  delta  gucrra,  $c.  Orat.  delta  pace,  1558 ,4to.  1250  copies ; 

title,  2  leaves  of  preface,  and  a  blank  leaf:  the  warlike  text  occupies  28 
numbered  leaves— and  the  peaceful  part  of  the  volume  contains  22  leaves, 
numbered. 

16.  I  Dieee  Circoti  dell*  Imperio,  <fc.  1558,  4to.  3  leaves,  containing  title  and 

preface,  followed  by  a  blank  leaf;  then  39  leaves,  with  a  blank  one  at 
the  end. 

17.  Le  InttiMionideW  Imperw  amtenvte  nella  Bollo  doro,  $c.  1559, 4ta  4  leaves 

at  the  beginning,  of  which  the  last  is  blank ;  then  55  leaves  numbered, 
with  1  blank  leaf.  The  leaves  9, 10, 11, 12,  are  omitted  to  be  uumbered, 
and  those  from  45  to  48  are  twice  enumerated.  This  work  has  two  dates ; 
either  1558  or  1559 ;  the  former  of  which  is  always  at  the  end.  This,  and 
the  two  preceding  pieces,  are  very  rare  in  the  estimation  of  M^Mnffir 
Renouard. 
(18.  Ditcorsi  del  Veniero  sopra  V  Etica;  possibly  a  supposititious  publication.) 

19.  EtpLmatio  Libr.  I  Phys.  Aristat.  1558,  folio,  825  copies;  3  leaves  at  the 

beginning,  with  the  4th  blank;  then  134  leaves. 

20.  Nova  Explicate  Topicor.  Aristat.  1559,  folio,  1100  copies ;  2  leaves,  contain- 

ing a  title  and  a  preface;  then  129  leaves.  This  is  a  well-printed  book, 
and  "among  the  scarcest  of  the  Latin  Commentators  upon  Aristotle. 

21.  Federici  DeJpkmi,  fe.  De  Ftcxv  $  Refhxv  &qv*  Maris,  £c   Dispvtatio, 

1559,  folio,  with  12  large  wood-cuts  of  diagrams,  1100  copies ;  4  leave* 
at  the  beginning,  the  last  blank;  then  30  leaves.  A  rare  and  well 
printed  book. 

22.  Flam  AUxii,  <fc  De  Max.  ItaL  atque  Gntc.  CaUm.  1559,  4to.  825  copies; 

3  leaves  containing  title  and  preface,  the  4th  blank ;  then  74  leaves, 
followed  by  2  others,  of  which  the  first  contains  the  errata  and  the  second 
the  imprint  Exclusively  of  what  its  title  conveys,  this  volume  ™"Hm 
»ix  other  opuscula.   Renouard,  voL  ill.  p.  74,  is  particular  upon  this  article. 
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would  speedily  come  to  fill  it  The  entreaties  of  his  friend 
Rflccha,  and  perhaps  the  splendid  remuneration  supposed  to 
be  contained  in  the  command  of  Pope  Sixtus  V.  at  length 
induced  him  to  settle  at  Rome ;  where  he  had  scarcely  exer- 

Books  Printed  in  thb  Venetian  Academy. 

23.  Orasiencs  Clarorum  Vtromm,  <Jc  1559,  4to.  1100  copies;  7  leaves,  with 

title,  preface,  and  table,  at  the  beginning;  the  8th  blank;  then,  176 
leaves,  of  which  the  59th  and  60th  are  also  blank.  A  very  rare  volume ; 
containing  a  preface  developing  the  plans  of  the  Academy. 

24.  Sacra  $  Recent  Psdbnorum,  $c.  Interpretatio,  1559,  4to.  1125  copies;  the 

first  4  leaves  comprehend  the  title  and  preface ;  then  335  leaves,  and  a 
blank  one.    Rare. 

25.  Alciati  In  sec.  Infortiati  partem  Comment.  1559,  folio,  1100  copies ;  4  leaves, 

with  title  and  preface,  the  4th  having  the  errata :  text,  151  numbered 
leaves.  Printed  by  Nicolo  Bivilaqua  at  62  livres  (of  Venice)  for  the 
paper  and  printing  of  each  sheet.  The  '  Orationes,'  flee,  (no.  23)  was  also 
printed  by  him ;  but  at  the  cost  of  68  Venetian  livres  per  sheet :  '  Je  cite 
(adds  Kenouard)  ces  deux  prix  settlement  pour  douner  une  idee  de  ce  que 
coutoit  alors  la  fabrication  des  livres.* 

26.  Dvo—Poemata:  Curtius,  et  de  Raptu  Helen*,  1559, 4to.  3  leaves,  with  title 

and  preface,  a  4th  blank ;  24  leaves  of  text 

27.  De  Montium  Origin*,  £&  1561, 4to.  3  leaves  for  title  and  preface ;  the  text, 

16  leaves  numbered. 

What  remains,  in  Kenouard,  is  descriptive  only  of  Letters,  Acts,  Privileges, 
Instruments,  &c :  necessary,  unquestionably,  to  a  complete  series  of  the  publica- 
tions of  the  Venetian  Academy ;  but,  of  themselves,  insignificant,  fugitive,  and 
rarely  of  any  general  literary  importance.  They  are  therefore  here  omitted ;  as 
their  introduction  would  have  greatly  extended  this  note,  already  swoln  to  a  most 
unconscionable  size.  The  pieces  however,  here  noticed,  are  double  the  number 
of  those  which  appear  in  the  first  account  of  them  by  Kenouard.  A  word  or  two, 
next,  respecting  their  typographical  execution.  M.  Kenouard,  vol.  iii.  p.  73,  has 
a  better  opinion  of  their  beauty  than  I  am  disposed  to  entertain.  In  general,  the 
paper  is  of  too  sombre  a  tint  and  too  slender  a  texture.  The  lines  are  also,  fre- 
quently, not  sufficiently  widely  spaced.  As  to  the  intrinsic  worth  of  them,  it  may 
be  questioned  whether,  even  collectively,  they  are  equal  to  one  of  the  well  edited 
Greek,  or  Latin,  or  Italian  Classics,  by  the  elder  Aldus  or  Paul  Manutius. 

In  the  last  place,  as  to  the  Device  or  Figure  of  Fame— used  as  the  frontispiece- 
embellishment  in  these  Academic  publications.  Mr.  Kenouard,  vol.  iii.  p.  68, 
75,  notices  some  varieties  of  them.  I  think  I  have  seen  at  least  three  of  these 
varieties;  and  a  fourth  may  be  mentioned  as  attached  to  the  last  article, 
(no.  27.)  inasmuch  as  it  is  cut  upon  wood :  all  the  others  being  printed  from 
copper.   The  usual  device  is,  I  apprehend,  the  one  of  which  the  reader  is  here 
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cised  his  talents,  as  printer  and  editor,  ten  years,  when  he  died, 
in  15!>7>  and  in  the  fifty-first  year  of  his  age : . .  a  dissolu- 

presesited  with  n  fee-simile,  taken  from  tbc  work  described  under  no.  15.  of  the 
preceding  list.  It  ia  perhaps  equal  to  either  of  id  companions ;  jet  a  awn 
graceful  figure  might  have  beeu  selected  to  grace  the  productions  of  such  a '  body 
corporate!' 


Sometime*,  as  in  the  frontispiece  of  no 
bonier,  with  a  human  countenance  at  top  and  at  bottom.    Again,  there  is  a 

wreath-like  ornament  placed  more  closely  round  the  figure.  The  above  repre- 
sentation is  faithfully  executed ;  and  aa  no  fac-riinile  of  it  has  been  given  by 
Kenouard,  it  is  presumed  to  be  an  appropriate  decoration  in  its  present  place. 

■«ii  printer  ,  , .  hit  celebrity  wili  never  upprmicA  that  of  Ait  father  or  grand- 
father.] Monsieur  Renouard,  in  his  very  amusing  Annala  <U  tJmprimerie  da 
Aide,  toI.  ii  p.  131,  Kas,  I  think,  shewn  some  good  reasons,  why.  generally 
•peaking,  the  younger  Aldus  could  not  have  attained  equal  celebrity— and, 
chiefly,  because  '  thert  was  not  so  much  to  do,'  The  GeU>  of  literature  bad  been 
occupied,  explored,  sown,  cultivated,  and  an  abundant  harvest  gleaned  therefrom, 
previous  tu  the  direction  of  the  press  by  the  grandson  of  the  fiUBoai  Aldus !  and 
perhaps  all,  or  nearly  all,  that  remained  to  be  done,  was,  to  publish  cufiantcd 
edit™  of  the  works  which  bis  father  or  grandfather  bad  put  forth.  'Brief  let 
me  be'  in  the  birth,  parentage,  and  education  of  this  eminent  grandson.  He  wis 
born  in  February  1547,  and  gave  extraordinary  proofs  of  precocity  of  talent  by 
pubilthing  his  '  Eiegmir  deiia  lingua  Mscmu  e  latino,'  ia  his  eleventh  yeat.    sis! 
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tioa,  which  was  considered  as  premature  as  it  was  regretted 
by  the  whole  literary  republic.  In  his  death,  both  the  name 

Mcca  of  this  publication  ni  not  less  extraordinary ;  bat  I  agree  with  Mr. 
Benonard  fa  thinking  that '  wiser  heads'  than  that  of  the  younger  Aldus,  bad  a 
•hare  fa  this  publication.  Yet  bis '  On hogrttpkit  Ratio,'  published  fa  1561 ,  when 
be  wat  only  14  yean  of  age,  (a  work  which  enjoyed  an  equal  reputation)  seems 
to  disarm  scepticism  respecting  the  early  attainments,  of  tbe  younger  Aldus.  In 
156*  he  aecompanied  his  lather  to  Rome ;  visited,  with  him,  the  libraries,  and 
architectural  antiquities,  copied  inscriptions,  and  betrayed  an  eagerness  and  lore 
of  rirf  a,  which,  to  speak  fairly,  docs  not  appear  to  have  '  grown  witb  bis  growth 
and  strengthened  with  bis  strength.'  His  <  Dt  Feterun  A'oCarvs*  eiplstatinte,' 
published  fa  1566,  and  when  be  was  warm  fa  nil  passion  for  antiquities,  a  yet 
however  a  performance  which  even  '  the  approved '  may  consult  to  advantage. 
In  1573  be  married  into  the  GivHti  Fshili,  by  espousing  Franca  Lucrelia, 
tbe  daughter,  1  presume,  of  Bernard  or  Thomas  Giunlu.  In  1574  he  lost  his 
father,  and  became  the  sole  conductor  of  his  press ;  and  from  this  time  he  almost 
wholly  abandoned  the  simple  dolphin  and  anchor,  as  given  tr 
and  assumed  the  arms  which  Meihntlian  had  granted  to  hit  father,  thus : 
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oiid  the  press  of  Aldus  ceased  to  exist :  a  name,  and  a  press, 
which  had  benefited  not  only  Italy,  but  Europe,  for  a  full 
'  centenary  of  years'— as  our  older  writers  term  it 

The  bc-aunilo  of  these  arms,  ai  given  by  M.  Renouard,  toL  Li.  p.  62,  no.  5, 
is  considerably  smaller ;  and,  with  due  submission  be  it  added,  b  lest  faithfully 
and  spiritedly  erecnted.  The  reader  however  moat  not  mppoae  (bat  (be  grandaon 
shewed  such  little  reapect  to  the  memory  of  his  grandfather,  ai  to  discard, 
altogether,  the  device  which  the  latter  had  selected — for  '  tee  bete,'  what  ■ 
specimen  may  be  adduced  of  the  extrangaDCe  of  his  regard  for  it  1  Til  the '  ne 
plus  ultra'  of  boldness  and  effect— a,  very  sheet  anchor  bt  a  tkrte  decker  ! 
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I  must  indeed  be  very  brief  in  noticing  the  Sesba,  the 
Gioliti,  and  the  Sabii  :  doing  little  more  than  arranging, 
in  order  of  battle,  as  it  were,  the  respective  devices  of  these 

About  tbr  year  1576,  and  in  the  thirtieth  of  his  age,  he  ni  called  to  the 
chair  of  the  Professorship  of  Belles-Letrres ;  and  to  1578,  upon  the  ipnr  of  the 
ocrsstka),  be  composed  a  funeral  oration  for  an  ambassador  of  the  Duke  of 
San**,*  in  leu  than  three  boon,'  which  be  afterward*  pronounced  and  published 
In  1S8S  he  made  a  short  journey  to  Milan,  where  Cardinal  Borromeo  gave 
him  a  gracious  reception,  and  probably  shewed  him  a  great  portion  of  that  well 
known  collection  of  Romance*  and  Novels,  of  which  a  descendant,  of  tho  tame 
name,  published  a  Catalogue  in  1794— and  which  aaid  collection  ittelf  is,  at  thii 
moment,  about  to  take  a  (somewhat  longer) 'journey*  to  the  metropolis  of  our  own 
empire:  there  to  be  disposed  of,  as  ma;  scran  '  most  meet  and  profitable' to  the 
worthy  bibliopolistic  firm  ycleped  Puyne  and  Foss.  From  Milan,  Aldus  passed 
on  to  Ferrari ;  where.  GoaeJini  tell)  us,  he  had  an  interview  with  the  famous 
Taaso,  at  that  time  in  the  moat  deplorable  coniiitiou.  About  the  same  period  came 
fnrii,  what  some  may  think,  the  '  magnum  opus '  of  his  press ;  namely,  the 
tjttirr.  Worki  if  Cicero  ■which  however  bad  been  separately  and  successive]  j 
printed  from  1578,  inclusively,  with  the  exception  of  the  philosophical  and 
oratorical  works.  A  new  title  page  was  put  to  each  of  the  previous  publication*, 
and  tint  of  thefirst  volume  bears  date  hdliiiii.  The  wood  cut,  just  presented 
to  tbe  reader,  was  taken  from  the  frontispiece  of  this  volume-  It  it  snrioonded 
by  a  border  of  considerable  taste.  To  the  right  of  the  same  frontispiece,  quite  at 
top,  and  taring  the  portrait  of  hi*  father  (ai  given  at  page  I1B,  ante)  ii  the 
sallowing  it  m  inlJanr 1 1  of  the  younger  Aldus  himself,  as  publisher  of  Die  work  : 
premising,  that  the  originals  of  both  are  upon  capper. 


Sard*,  if  this  be  correct,  the  portrait  given  by  M.  Itenooard,  at  vol.  ii. 
p.  154.  must  be  incur™*.  Indeed,  the  close  resemblance  of  that  portrait  to  the 
one  forming  the  frontispiece  to  M.  Renooard'i  second  vnhune,  proves  both  to  be 
PW  Hanuthn.  In  1584.  Aldus  put  forth,  for  the  instruction  of  the  noble  yuuth 
attended  bit  lectures,  hit  II  Perfan  GaUiOmumu.  Consult  M.  Renooard'i 
vol.  p.  40.    In  1585,  be  took  leave  of  fait  (treat  at  Venice,  by  publishing  a 
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printers.  And  first  of  the  Sessa:  the  eldest  of  whom,  as 
I  apprehend,  was  John  Baptwta.    His  Cat  and  Mouse 

collection  called  Locutione  di  Ttrentio,  as  be  was  supposed  to  hare  bestowed 
unusual  care  and  attention  upon  the  writings  of  that  great  Roman  Dramatist  In 
1586,  be  established  himself  at  Bologna;  and  the  second  work  which  be  printed 
there  (the  firtt  being  a  commentary  upon  the  ode  of  Horace  in  favour  of  a 
rustic  life,  in  1586, 4to.)  was  la  Vita  di  Cotmo  oV  Media:  a  work, which  hath 
received  the  warm  commendations  of  two  competent  critics,  Apostolo  Zeno  and 
Mr.  Roscoe.  Now  commenced  .ttt  atntest,  above4  mentioned  by  Lysander, 
between  Pisa  and  Rome,  to  secure  our  Aldus  as  Professor  of  Belles  Lettres,  at 
one  of  these  "respective  places :  but  Pisa  received  him  first,  in  1587,  when  he  was 
made  Doctor '  in  utroque  jure.'  Meanwhile  the  chair  was  kept  vacant  for  him 
at  Rome ;  and  overpowered  by  the  entreaties  of  his  intimate  friend  Roccha,  and 
perhaps  more  so  by  those  of  Pope  Sixtus  V.,  the  following  year,  or  in  1589, 
he  took  himself  thither— and  transported,  to  the  same  place,  his  immense 
Library  which  had  been  chiefly  collected  by  his  father  and  grandfather.  M. 
Renouard  subjoins  an  interesting  note  from  G.  V.  de  Rossi  upon  this  point,  bot 
I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  appending  a  sub-note,  of  not  less  interest,  from  Angelas 
Roccha — in  which  the  value  and  number  of  this  library  are  particularly  men- 
tioned, (a  number,  scarcely  to  be  credited— 80,000  volumes!)  and  wherein  the 
praises  of  the  AWine  family  are  cordially '  sung  forth.' • 


•  Nee  silentio  pnetereunda  videtur  Manutiana  ilia  BiMktfheca,  mira  librorum 
copia,  &  varietate,  codidbus  scilicet  nou  solum  impressis,  sed  manuscriptis  etiam 
vetustissimis,  autographisque  refertissima,  quam  ipsemet  Aldus  iunior,  vir  sane 
doctus,  turn  de  bonis,  ac  politioribus  litteris,  turn  etiam  de  litteratis  viris,  bona- 
ruroque  artium  cukuribus  optJme  meritus,  suis  sumptions,  Principum  tamen 
liberalitate  adiutus,  instituit,  auxit,  atque  Romam  adoexit :  cum  enim  ipseprimum 
RomsB  cum  Paulo  Patrc  viueret,  earn  struere  coepit,  postmodum  Venetias 
profectus  a  Senatu  Veneto  in  secretariorum  numerum  allectus,  &  prsdpua 
humaniorum  litterarum,  vt  dkitur,  leotura  insignitus,  aliquot  ibi  vixit  annos, 
donee  Bononiam  accersitus  pnedpuum  in  ea  duitate  locum  tenuit :  inde  Picas  a 
Francisco  Medice  Hetniriae  duce  ad  Latinaro,  Ac  Graecam  Hnguam  de  snperiori 
loco  docendam  vocatus,  ibique  iuris  duilis,  &  canonid  iaurea  decoratus. 
Romam  tandem  Sixti  V.  auspidis  petens,  minore  potitur  statu,  si  prsssentem 
spectemus:  maiore,  si  eius  merita,  si  Romanam  ciuitatem,  si,  quod  deuique 
caput  est,  Pontinciam,  &  indefidentem  Sixti  V.  benefidenrjam  perpendamns : 
nulla  enim  aba  res,  vt  opinor,  horoiiiem  ipsum  potuisset  adducere,  vt  vel 
animo  cogitasset,  vel  vt  perficeret  quod  certe  perfedt :  octuaginta  enim  librorum 
salmas,  &  supra  octuaginta  voluminum  millia,  in  quibus  multa  extant* 
quae  admodum  singularia  sutit,  Romam  deferendas  curauit :  quibus  in  itineriboa 
ad  duo  fere  aureorum  millia  insumpsit,  animo  sane  supra  vires  priuatas;  hac 
rbrtasse  spe  doctus,  vt  tandem  aliauando  ab  ijs,  qui  de  litteratis  viris  bene 
mereri  solent,  ac  debent,  aliqua  tdbi  ex  parte  resarcitum  iri  putaret,  etiam  si 
ipse  uounisi  bouum,  ornameutumque  publicum  spectet,  Aldum  Auum,  &  Paulum 
Patrera  non  solum  imitatus,  sed  quodam  etiam  modo  superans :  quorum  omninm 
Aedes  vbique  locorum,  vt  optinie  noui,  litteratis  &  probis  homtnibus  semper 
patoerunt :  ex  quibus  item  tamquam  ex  eauo  Troiano  viri  praedpui,  Caret  Htero- 
nymus  Aleander  Motensis,  Card.  Rodutphu  Pius  Carpensis,  a  cuius  Familia 
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first  begun  to  make  their  appearance  about  the  beginning  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  *  thus: 


Among  the  Bnt  works  published  h  j  him  at  Rome,  was  in  account  of  one  of  the 
Antehmimttli  Family,  in  1590,  4to. — '  Le  Aiioni  di  Cutroccio  Cascracane  degli 
Aweluiioelli,'  fee. — ■  book,  mentioned  wilh  eulogy  by  De  Thou,  of  great  rarity 
in  his  own  time,  and  now  so  scarce  ai  to  hnic  escaped  the  researches  of  Mooir. 
RePoaard.  Although  this  work  have  been  long  highly  prised  by  the  Italians,  it 
h»s  absolutely  never  been  reprinted.  See  Amulet,  d>.  voL  ii.  p.  1 27 ;  vol.  iii. 
p.  41.  In  1590,  Aldus  lost  bis  munificent  patron  Srstus  V. ;  and  seems  to  have 
fared  bat  indifferently  under  the  pontificate  of  his  successor,  Clement  V[l%  He 
became  now  the  coadjutor  rf  D.  Basa,  and  joint  director  of  the  famous  Vanes.* 
Pkissj.  See  Baillct,  Jugemeni  da  Soomi,  vol.  i.  pt  ii.  p.  10,  p.  86,  edit  17!5, 
The  Latin  Vulgate  Bibles  of  1590  and  1592  Hre  proud  monuments  of  the  splendor 
of  this,  press ;  and  copies  of  these  volumes  open  large  paper  are  fondly  and 
deservedly  cherished  by  the  curious.  In  1591,  Aldus  pot  forth,  among  the  but 
of  his  more  valuable  labours,  his  Letter*  Velgori,  prom  it  Smri  e  cmtpajfri,  in 
4to.  a  work  warmly  commended  by  Zeno.  The  latter  five  yean  of  his  direction 
of  the  Pontifical  Press  are  scarcely  distinguished  bj  one  valuable  or  original 
production:  whether  he  was  occupied  by  his  lectures,  or  by  the  caret  of  hit  situa- 
tion.  He  died  on  the  18th  October,  1597,  after  be  had  lived  50  years,  8  months. 


Senior  in  cam  adoptatus  Pij  nomeo  acceprt,  Episcopi  peroiulti,  Ic  alij 
eri :    A  Paulo   M.  Antonius   Mure  his   multonim   instar,  At   alij.    one* 
n  esse*  recensere,  prodlere.     De  his  omnibus,  tribut  scilicet  Manutbuiii, 
'  le  RcipaUkse  cbristianss  diligeotem  naoarnnt  openm,  meinini 
e  bone  in  modtun : 
Aldui  Jfonutttu  Senior  Mnriturn  latino, 
Craecaa.  rrfliruit  Marina  feme  fupu. 
Patdut  rrstiturt  calaau  Mamtmaita  Qusrrtttai 
Ftf .  Alter  Cictn,  Scripts  diirU  dedsL 
AUm  dum  amenij  ninaBr  Amumf.  Patronf. 
FiJiui  alone  Nepal,  est  Ana  ataue  Pater. 

De  BibL  Vatican*,  p.  401, 1591.  4to. 
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After  John  Baptlsta,  a  eon  (as  I  suspect)  of  the  name  of 
Melcrioe  Sessa,  succeeded ;  who  unquestionably  gave  a 
somewhat  better  expression  to  this  unfortunate  mouse,  wor- 
ried in  the  jaws  of  the  cat  You  have  here  two  specimeiifl 
of  his  improved  device  ;*  although  I  cannot  say  much  in 
commendation  of  either. 


and  tt  days ;  and  a  report  was  prevalent  that  his  dissolution  was  Hidden— per 
troppa  trapula — in  consequence  of  high  or  irregular  living :  which  indeed  msj 
account  for  the  poverty  and  paucity  of  his  later  publication!.  A  word  now  con- 
cerning this  said  '  immense  library.'  It  should  seem  that  Aldus  died  in  bad 
circumstances ;  and  M.  ttenonard,  apparently  on  the  authority  of  the  ms. 
memoirs  of  Delfino,  incline!  to  think  that  this  library  was  divided  between  the 
creditors  and  nephews  of  Aldus,  after  having  been  probably  visited  and '  db- 
mantled'  of  a  certain  number  of  precious  articles,  by  orderof  the  Pope.  The  same 
memoirs,  add  that  it  was  '  not  lo  the  university  of  l'isa  that  this  library  was 
bequeathed  by  its  owner :  yet  Jacob,  in  his  Traiai  da  plus  bdkt  BiolirtMpia, 
p.  163, 1644,  8to.  expressly  tells  us  that '  PUa  possesses  a  moat  noble  public 
library,  and  also  boasts  of  incorporating  in  it  the  fine  library  of  Aldus  Manuthrs, 
sod  of  Pad,  which,  when  at  Borne,  consisted  of  80,000  volumes.'  And  Lomeier, 
in  his  treatise  De  Bibtukheeii,  1680,  p.  S71,  remarks  that  this  library  was 
bequeathed  to  the  college  at  Pisa.    His  authority  is  Jtftddmd.  lib.  4. 

*  about  the  btgrnnrng  of  the  riiteenth  century.]  The  late  lamented  Bishop  of 
£1;  used  to  say, '  whenever  you  see  a  book  with  a  cat  and  moose  in  tbe  fron- 
tisptrcB,  seise  upon  it :  for  tbe  chances  are  as  three  to  four  that  it  will  be 
found  both  curious  and  valuable-'  Adnionirion  from  such  a  quarter  is  not  to  be 
slightly  rejected.  Accordingly,  I  have  brought  forward  this  grand  display  of 
grimaOtm,  sometimes  passant,  and  sometimes  quiescent,  in  the  hope  of  alluring 
tbe  notice  of  those  who  possibly  might  have  thought  that  such  representations 
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The  Heirs  of  Melchior  or  March  to  Sessa  exhibited  how- 
ever better  specimens  of  this  improved  device,  as  you  will 
immediately  perceive  and  acknowledge.  I  own  that  the  latt 
of  (he  three  ensuing  ones  t  is  conceived  and  executed  in  a 

were  by  no  meant  the  prelude  to  an  intellectual  cntEriiiinmmt.  Pun,  reposing 
upon  a  rug,  or  galloping  across  a  bank-floor,  haa  Ha  appropriate  accompaniment : 
bat  sitting  or  standing  in  the  frontispiece  of  a  toofc— who  would  bare  thought  to 
And  her  with  such  a  welcome  appendage?  I  know  cot  the  eiact  date  of  the 
eartial  appearance  of  the  above  ape ciiueiu  ;  but  the  one.  Ant  given  in  the  text, 
was  taken  from  an  edition  of  Cicero's  Partitionrt  Oratnrii,  and  Orator  ad  Brut  rim, 
of  the  (tate  of  1505.  in  Bro,  black  letter,  by  the  printer  above  mentioned.  From 
a  copy  in  the  collection  of  Earl  Spencer. 

•  (ico  iperinniJ  ef  thii  improved  rfetirc]  The  first  of  these  '  improved  speci- 
mens' is  of  the  date  of  1539,  and  is  from  a  volume  printed  by'IoFumnr*  Antenna 
it  Ifieelirut  de  Sabio,  at  the  emu  of  Melchior  Sena  ;'  and  the  second  is  taken 
from  Le  Tre  Fantaiie  de  Nkoto  Liotiraia,  printed  by  Melchior  himself,  of  the 
date  of  1534.    It  occurs  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

t  tiis  lost  of  the  aiming  ran.]  Thejtritof  them,  however,  which  is  very  neatly 
eiecuted,  if  rather  of  uncommon  occurrence ;  and  is  of  the  date  of  1570,  if  not 
earlier — ■  Appraio  gli  hertdi  di  Melehior  Seaa.'  Botli  the  second  and  the 'thin!' 
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completely  spirited  and  successful  maimer.  Judge,  however, 
for  yourselves. 


are  taken  from  the  tune  volume  ;  namely  '  LOpen  di  Virgilio, 

in  Lingua  Vclgve  Toacana,  da  Gioianni  Fsbrini  da  Fighine,  da  Carlo  MiJelciU 

da  Bimcrie,  et  da  Filippo  Venuti  da  Cortuna,  &c.  &c.    Nuoramoitc  Oruite  iir 


SIXTH   DAY.  235 

There  are  yet,  perhaps,  several  varieties,  with  which  the 
port-folio  of  our  host  does  not  appear  to  furnish  us.  I 
come  now,  by  way  of  concluding  with  Sclat,  to  exhibit 
a  magnificent  specimen  of  this  favourite  grimalkin,*  sitting 
enthroned,  as  Philemon  termed  it  the  other  day,  like  an 
Eastern  monarch  upon  his  gorgeous  footstool.  'Tis  justly, 
as  well  as  emphatically  termed,  the  Great  Cat  of  the  Sessae 
family ;  and  was  used  by  Giovanni  Baptista  Mabchio 
Sessa,  and  his  brothers:  descendants,  unquestionably,  of 
the  same  Melchior  whose  specimens  were  brought  forward  as 
the  second  and  third  in  order,  and  condemned  apparently 
by  general  consent    Giovanni,  it  must  be  confessed,  had 

Vaghe  et  bellissime  Figure.  In  Venetia,  k.d.lxxxviii.  Appresso  gli  Heredi  di 
Marchio  Sena.  Folio.  This  is  rather  a  handsome  folio  volume ;  and  the  second 
of  the  three  consecutive  specimens,  above  adduced  bj  Lysander,  Is  found  at  the 
top  of  the  proheme  following  the  title-page :  the  *  third '  occurs 'in  the  frontis- 
piece. A  yet  different,  but  much  inferior,  representation  of  the  Sessae  Cat  and 
Mouse,  is  found  at  the  end  of  the  book ;  evidently  executed  by  a  very  subordi- 
nate artist 

•  a  magnificent  specimen  of  this  favourite  Gnmofttn]  See  vol.  i.  p.  289,  &c. 
for  an  account  of  the  famous  folio  Dante,  of  1577,  from  the  end  of  which  the 
above  /  magnificent  specimen '  is  taken.  This  impression  was  executed  «  Appresso 
gU  Heredi  di  Francesco  Rampaaetto.  Ad  instantia  di  Giouambatista  Marchio  Sessa, 
et  Fratelli;  and  is  the  same,  I  take  it,  as  the  one  noticed  by  the  worthy  Pierre 
Antoine  Crevenna,  in  the  4th  volume,  p.  8,  of  his  own  catalogue  of  his  books. 
The  same  eminent  collector  further  remarks,  at  page  9,  that  the  Sessae  had  pub- 
lished a  previous  edition  in  1564,  and  a  subsequent  one  in  1596 ;  the  latter  of 
which  was  condemned,  in  an '  Index  Expurgatorius,'  for  containing  some  free 
passages  from  the  commentary  of  Landino.  '  M.  de  Bure  nous  apprend  (adds 
Crevenna)  que  ces  trois  editions,  qui  sont  egalement  bonnes,  sont  connues  en 
Trance  sous  le  nom  des  Editions  du  Chat  a  cause  que  la  devise  des  Sessa  porte 
un  Chat  Les  Volpi,  de  qui  cet  exemplaire  [ed.  1578]  nous  est  passl,  dans  le  cata- 
logue de  leur  bibliotheque  marquent  qu'en  Italic  ces  Editions  sont  vulgairexuent 
appellees  au  grand  ties,  allusivement  au  portrait  de  Dante  bien  pourvu  de  nex, 
qu'elles  ont  sur  le  frontispice.'  May  I  take  the  liberty  of  asking,  whether  there 
exist  any  portrait  of  Dante  which  is  not  «  bien  pourvu  de  nex?'  Note, 
however,  in  conclusion :  that  the  Cat  is  not  always  the  device  of  the  Sessss :  for 
in  the  '  Primaleone  Figlivolo  di  Palmerino  Di  m.  Lodovico  Dolce  Appresso  Gio 
Batista  e  Marchio  Sessa,  Fratelli,  1562/  4to.  a  rampant  Pegasus  b  at  the  end,  as 
the  device  of  the  printer. 
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truer  principles  of  taste.    Acknowledge  that  Puts  here  as- 
sumes quite  an  imperial  air ! 


This  specimen  carries  the  family  of  the  Sessae  towards 
the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century.  We  are  now  to  touch 
upon  the  Sabii;  a  race  of  printers  who  appear  to  have 
oftentimes  worked  for  the  Sessa;,*  and  whose  productions, 

a  i he  St  nu,  a  race  of  prwiers  ttho  appear  to  hoot  oflenlimei  worked  fir  the 
Sent.']  It  should  Kim,  from  the  Mum.™  Criticum,  tot  L  p.  aS8,  that  I  have 
been  inaccurate  or  obscure  in  ana  of  the  christian  names  of  these  Sabii,  in  my 
Jrilroii.  to  the  Cloakt.  It  remains  therefore  to  rectify  an  error ;  possib] y  of  not 
much  moment  where  it  occurs  in  the  track  just  referred  to.  Yet  I  know  not  why 
the  abbreviation  '  NleoL  de  Sabio  '  (in  vol.  i.  p.  377)  should  be  construed  into 
'  Kicolas '  —  when,  in  >  note,  in  Iho  nine  page,  the  appellative  '  Nicolinut  de 
Sabio/  (from  the  Finelli  classed  catalogue)  is  eipreuly  given !  The  christian 
names  of  these  printers,  as  mentioned  by  Maittaire  in  his  Annai.  Typeg.  to!,  ii. 
p.  391.  (and  the  Index,  to!,  ii.  p.  319)  from  which  Mr.  Beloc  may  have  probably 
taken  them,  are, '  laataiet  Antouaa  et  Fratrei :  Stephamit,  a  Fratra  :  Strpkemu 
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especially  in  the  Greek  language,  may  be  classed  among 
the  rarer  books.  I  regret  that  Maittaire  has  not  indulged 
us  with  a  more  particular  account  of  them ;  yet  Mr.  Beloe, 

Nkotimu :  Joanna  Antonmt  de  Nicolinu.  There  were,  however  (as  the  autho- 
rity jSrst  quoted  dearly  proves)  a '  Pietro,'  and  a  '  Giovanne  Maria,9-— so  that  the 
family  or  firms,  under  the  *  da  Sabio,'  or  *  di  Sabio'  name,  appear  to  have  been 
numerous.  They  carried  on  their  business  at  Venice,  Verona,  and  Rome- 
according  to  Maittaire,  The  device  given  at  p.  239,  is  taken  from  a  volume 
printed  at  Venice  in  15*2,  8vo.  'per  Ioanem  Antoniu  et  fratra,  de  Sabio.'  It  is 
entitled  •  Franciscus  Lucius  Durantinus  de  optima  Reipublka  Gubernatkfie. 

Mr.  Beloe  (as  Lysander  properly  intimates)  has  '  somewhat  supplied  the 
deficiencies  of  Maittaire '  in  an  account  of  a  few  Greek  publications  which  issued 
from  the  presses  of  the  Sabii :  see  Anecdote*  of  Literature,  &c.  vol.  v.  p.  169- 
175.   To  this  list  may  be  added  a  description  of  an  edition  of  the  Iliad  of  Homer 
in  1526,  of  the  Works  of  Homer  in  1551,  and  of  a  Greek  Testament  in  1538— 
which  appear  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Introd.  to  the  Classics.    These  latter 
descriptions,  it  is  true,  might  have  been  more  extended ;  but  they  had  preceded 
the  publication  of  Mr.  Beloe.   At  vol.  i.  p.  378,  note  f,  of  the  Introd,  &c.  brief 
mention  is  made  of  an  edition  of  the  works  of  Homer,  by  Nicolino  de  Sabio,  of 
the  date  of  1547,  as  having  been  in  the  Harleian  collection— and  as  being  of  a 
'  doubtful  existence.'  The  richly-furnished  library  of  Mr.  Grenville  has  supplied 
me  with  a  copy  of  this  very  date,  which  had  belonged  to  Professor  Porson,  and 
which  therefore  dissipates  all  doubt  upon  the  subject   It  is  in  2  volumes,  8vo. 
in  Greek,  with  a  life  of  the  Bard.   At  the  end  is  this  imprint — another  proof  of 
the  existence  of  the  abovementiooed  '  Peter—*  Venetijt  apud  Petrum  de  Nicolinu 
de  Sabio,  tumptu  Mekhioris  Seat,  mdxlvii— with  the  Cat  and  Mouse  (the  second 
or  third  specimen— at  this  moment  I  cannot  recollect)  at  the  end:  and  which 
always  occurs  when  the  work  was  printed  '  at  the  costs  and  charges '  (to  borrow 
an  old  technical  phrase)  of  the  Sessm    ao  that  when  the  learned  correspondent, 
in  the  Mtueum  Critieum,  vol.  i.  p.  229,  described  the  device  of  the  Sabii  as  a 
*  cat  passant/  he  was  probably  not  aware  that  such  '  cat'  was  the  exclusive  pro- 
perty of  Mekhior  Sessa ;  and  that  the  '  dragon-guarded  cauliflower,'  (to  borrow 
the  facetious  expression  of  the  Lady  Almansa)  was  the  legitimate  device* of  the 
Sabii.   Note  further :  a  copy  of  the  Greek  Anthology,  in  8vo.  executed  by  Peter 
and  Giovanni  Nicolini  di  Sabio,  and  of  which  the  authority  first  quoted  never 
saw  '  more  than  one  copy,'  is  also  mentioned  by  Mr.  Beloe — as  being  without 
date '  and  not  noticed  by  Boni.'  Possibly  the  same  copy  (in  the  collection  of  the 
late  Bishop  of  Ely)  supplied  each  of  these  notices. 

The  Mtueum  CrUicum,  however,  as  just  referred  to,  supplies  us  with  a  piece 
of  curious  and  interesting  intelligence  respecting  two  Greek  volumes  which  appear  * 
unquestionably  to  have  been  executed  in  the  press  of  those  shy  printers  of  whom 
we  are  now  discoursing.    These  '  volumes,'  classical  reader/  are  *  nothing  more 
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it  must  be  admitted,  has  somewhat  supplied  the  deficiencies 
of  the  first-named  bibliographer.  It  should  seem  that  there 
were  several  firms  of  these  Sabii ;  or,  at  any  rate,  that  the 


or  less '  than  those  prodigiously  rare  books — the  JEschylus  af  Bobortelhu,  of  1551 
and  the  Caltinutchus  of  1555,  printed  at  Venice,  without  name  of  editor — but,  in 
all  probability,  on  the  authority  just  quoted,  the  edition  of  Rabortelhtt  also!  The 
excessive  rarity  and  intrinsic  worth  of  both  these  books,  and  especially  of  the 
latter,  are  here  sufficiently  noticed.  The  latter,  indeed,  (once  in  the  collection  of 
the  late  Bishop  of  Ely,  and  now  in  that  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire)  has  been 
carefully  consulted  in  the  recent  edition  of  Callunachus  by  Mr.  Blomfield ;  and 
when  we  consider  that  the  letter  B  (the  signature  of  the  correspondent  who  gives 
us  the  information  just  mentioned)  is  the  first  of  that  of  Blomfield— and  that  the 
editor  of  this  recent  impression  seems  to  have '  handled  most  dexterously '  the  very 
rare  text  of  Callimachus  of  which  we  are  speaking,  it  may  possibly  only  require 
the  simplicity  of  Davus,  and  not  the  sagacity  of  (Edtpus,  to  prove  that  the  afore- 
said *  Correspondent,'  and  the  Editor  of  the  '  recent  edition,'  are  one  and  the 
same  persou !  Let  me  conclude  this  gossiping  about  solving  unsphinx-Kke  riddles, 
by  submitting  a  device  of  one  of  the  Sabii,  which,  if  I  remember  rightly,  was 
taken  from  a  folio  Greek  volume  of  a  portion  of  St.  Chrysostom's  works,  belong- 
ing to  Lord  Spencer— but  in  such  deplorable  condition,  from  a  submarine  soaking, 
as  to  be  scarcely  tangible  —much  less  readable.  It  appears  at  the  end  of  the 
volume. 


I  have  however  seen  a  device,  of  Nicoliko  dx  Sabio,  of  a  figure  of  Chkrity, 
with  a  child  in  its  arms,  and  another  at  its  back.  To  the  best  of  my  remem- 
brance it  was  in  a  quarto  volume  of  Commentaries  upon  some  parts  of  the 
Works  of  Cicero  in  1551 :  and  rather  elegantly  executed.  TWs  may  be  also  a 
'  legitimate1  device,  as  well  as  the  F«r  just  given ;  although  of  the  latter  I  would 
wish  to  be  undertood  as  speaking  hesitatingly. 
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family  was  a  numerous  one :  yet  their  only  legitimate  and 
acknowledged  device,  as  jar  as  I  have  been  able  to  discover, 
is  a  sort  of  cabbage  or  Cauii^oieer ;  the  fruit  of  which,  in 
imitation  of  that  of  the  garden  of  Hesperides,  appears  to  be 
guarded  by  a  Dragon.  You  have  here  a  faithfully-executed 
fac-simile  of  this  extraordinary  device.  ' 


I  pass  on  now,  necessarily  in  a  rapid  manner,  to  the 
notice  of  the  celebrated  Gioliti  ;•  or  rather  to  that  of  the 


*  notice  of  the  celebrated  Gioliti.]  The  '  notice '  of  (be  Gioliti  family,  given 
both  abate  and  below,  is  unluckily,  bat  inevitably,  superficial ;  si  I  find  no  men- 
tion whatever  made  of  such  family  among  those  writer*  whom  I  expected  would 
have  gratified  us  with  a  brief  memoir  or  jo.  I  own  myself  an  arrant  enthn- 
ahut  in  these  Gioliti  publications ;  and,  among  them,  isf  those  which  came  from 
the  press  of  Gabriel.  The  name  is  spelt  Giolito  or  Joi.ito  I  in  Latin,  lolitus. 
On  second  thoughts,  I  am  not  rare  whether  I  bare  ever  seen  a  volume  which  ww 
eiecHted  by  any  other  than  Gabriel ;  yet  the  taarription  given  at  the  bottom  of 
tbetibird  Inrge  specimen,  above  displayed  by  Lysander,  evidently  denotes  apfura- 
Hty  In  the  Gioliti  firm.  The  JfrW  of  the  above  ■peomenj  is  taken  from  the 
Fiometta  of  Bo<x*bx,  of  164*,  6tu;  printed  by  Gabriel :  the  second  forms  the 
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mere  devices  used  by  these  truly  tasteful  printers:  whose 
productions  I  entreat  you  to  rank  among  the  more  desirable 
of  those  of  their  cotemporaries— -especially  when  relating  to 
Italian  Literature.  How  often,  Lisaido,  have  I  caught  you 
in  extacies  before  the  out-spreaded  wing  of  the  GioKto* 
Eagle — looking  with  dauntless  gaze  at  the  meridian  Sun  ? ! 

Lisabdo.  'Tis  true ;  and  I  remember  that  both  Belinda 
and  Almansa  have  shared  in  these  extades.  I  am  at  least 
at  liberty  to  confess  the  participation  of  them  by  the  latter 
of  these  book-loving  dames. 

Almansa.  Admit  at  any  rate  that  these  Eagles  are  much 
fitter  objects  of  admiration  than  the  Cats,  or  even  the  dra- 
gon-guarded Cauliflower,  with  which  you  have  been  pleased 
to  recreate  us.  Not  that  I  wish  to  withhold  my  reverence 
from  every  species  of  device  used  by  skilful  printers  of 
former  times!.. 

Lisabdo.  This  is  the  '  amende  honorable,'  my  excellent 
Almansa.  See,  see,  Lysander's  brow  is  smooth  again.  You 
had  sadly  ruffled  it  in  your  oblique  attack  upon  the  device 
of  the  Sabii.  .  .    Proceed,  great  Monarch  of  the  Day — for 

greater  portion  of  a  frontispiece  of  an  edition  of  Petrarch  of  1545*  4to.;  of  which 
such  honourable  mention  has  been  made  at  vol.  i.  p.  288 :  and  from  which  so 
beautiful  a  specimen  of  graphic  decoration  has,  in  the  same  place,  been  submitted 
to  the  reader's  particular  attention.  Gabriel  Giolito  sometimes  used  the  charac- 
ters of  Bbbnardinus  Staoninus— a  small,  close,  round,  and  legible  gothic 
type— but  capriciously  distinguished  by  an  obtrusive  gothic  d.  The  Decameron 
of  Boccaccio,  of  1542,  small  12mo.  is  a  specimen  of  this  adaptation  of  the  type 
of  Stagninos.  The  colophon  runs  thus :  '  Stampato  in  Venctia  a  tpc$e  di  Gabriel 
loUto  di  Ferraty  da  Trino  di  Menteferrato,  <Jc.  Caractcribut  dommi  Bemardmd 
ttagnmi  tzbi  accomodatii.'  Lord  Spencer  possesses  a  beautiful  copy  (from 
Mr.  R»  Triphook)  of  this  scarce  little  volume,  bound  by  C  Lewis  in  the  most 
appropriate  and  successful  manner.  The  libraries  of  our  old  collectors  teemed 
with  delightful  Giolitos.  That  happy  taste  is  about  to  revive,  I  trust,  and  to 
become  permanent  Let  the  curious  remember  that  a  i^  morocco  copy  of  Gabriel 
Giolito's  edition  of  Boccaccio's  Decameron,  of  1546, 4to.  produced  52.  6*.  even  in 
Croft's  time !  See  BibL  Crafts,  no.  3981. 
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to  such  an  epithet  your  extraordinary  exertions  for  the  last 
three  days  richly  entitle  you  i . .  And  yet,  can  the  reputation 
of  Lysander  acquire  the  least  additional  lustre  from  the 
eulogy  of  Lisardo !  ? 

LrsANDKB.  '  Cease  your  funning.'  I  am  flattery-proof, 
and  relish  not  your '  honied  words.'  But  for  the  Gioliti.  To 
enumerate  their  publications,  or  even  the  most  material  of 
them,  which  adorned  the  annals  of  the  Venetian  press  to- 
wards the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  would  be  a  task 
infinitely  too  weighty  for  the  small  portion  of  time  allotted 
for  the  remainder  of  this  day's  discussion.  So  take,  in  the 
first  place,  the  beautiful  devices  of  Gabriel  Giolito; 
perhaps  the  most  distinguished,  of  those  who  bore  the  name. 
I  should  premise  that  the  family  came  from  Ferrara ;  as 
the  bottom  letter  denotes,  and  as  their  colophons  expressly 
testify. 
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The  second  of  these,  about  to  be  submitted  to  you,  is,  I 
own,  singularly  beautiful,  and  perfectly  worthy  of  throwing 
a  lady  of  taste  into  extades !  It  forms  the  central  portion  of 
a  prettily-composed  frontispiece. 


In  the  third  and  last  place  (premising  that  there  are 
several  varieties  of  the  first  of  the  two  preceding  devices) 
contemplate  the  Giolito-Banner,  as  it  were :  the  device  of 
the  Family  of  the  Gioliti.  I  must  not,  however,  conclude 
this  brief  account  without  mentioning  that  Vasari  has  borne 
honourable  testimony  to  the  beauty  of  the.  wood-cuts  intro- 
duced by  our  favourite  Gabriel  into  his  editions  of  the 
Orlando  Fttrioto. 

Farewell  now  to  Venice !  Farewell  to  her  numerous  and 
justly-popular  typographical  artists  — heroes  I  should  have 
said  !  .  .  . 
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■4PVD  IOLITOS.      <J!tC  D  LXX  IX  . 


Losekzo.  A  moment,  stay.  Have  you  no  other  charac- 
ter of  typographical  eminence  to  notice  ?  If  I  remember 
rightly,  the  port-folio  with  which  you  have  so  long  amused 
us,  contains  some  other  elegantly-executed  specimen  of  a 
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Venetian  printer's  device.  Does  not  the  name  of  Mahcolini, 

TOBBENTINC— * 

Lysandee.  'Tis  in  vain  to  escape  your  sagacity.  I  will 
be  honest,  and  confess  that  these  wights,  not  excepting  even 
TKAMEZziNO,were  to  have  been  purposely  omitted  by  me . . 
For  remember  the  Giuntt  . .  and  how  can  I  tarry  longer  at 
Venice,  when,  even  now,  I  must '  prick  my  courser's  sides ' 
lustily  to  enable  me  to  pay  a  visit  to  Florence ! .  . 

Lisasso.  Not  a  word  for  Some  !t 

Lysander.  *  Go  to,'  my  Lisardo :  have  you  so  soon  for- 
gotten the  Vatican  Pres*  conducted  by  the  younger  Aldus  ? 
Hard  is  the  fate  of  that  man  who  shall  essay  to  gratify  the 
tastes  of  all.  I  will  positively,  therefore,  only  look  cursorily 
over  the  few  devices  of  Italian  printers  which  remain,  before 
I  touch  upon  those  of  the  Giunti.  Take,  then,  the  first  that 
comes  to  hand.  'Tis  Mabcoi.ini's  ;*f*  but  extremely  elegant 
I  admit— and  oftentimes  of  larger  dimensions. 


The  Device  op  Mabcolini. 

*  Tomintiho  ]   Tlierc  are  few  printer)  who  have  enjoyed  a  greater  repu- 
tation than  Torreiitino.    His  Faiultctt  flormlmc,  1553,  8  vola.  folia,  is  a  mas- 
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Next  fbOow*  the  lovely  Sibyl  of  Tramezzino  :  perhaps 
among  the  most  beautiful  of.  the  Sibylline  devices — very 
common  among  the  Venetian  printers  of  this  period.* 


The  Device  of  Tbamezzino. 


ter-piece  of  typographical  arhierement :  dot  U  it  held  in  lot  estimation  by  the 
inmied  than  by  the  anion*.  It  ■■  the  origin*]  edition  of  Justinian's  Pandects ; 
the  MS.  of  which  was  discovered  by  die  printer  binuelf  at  Florence.  Diaries  V. 
and  Henry  TL  of  Prance  rewarded  Torrentino  with  numerous  privileges,  in  con- 
acquence  of  his  acquirements  and  widdy-eitended  reputation.  All  his  boob 
may  with  propriety  take '  leading  situations'  apon  the  sheliei  of  the  taMefol 
collector. 

1  'Tii  Mamaliafi.]  Few  dericei  ire  compoeed  in  a  more  graceful  or  attractrre 
manner  than  the  opposite  one  of  Mareoliol  Mr.  Singer  properly  commend*  it» 
'  elegance'  in  hit  account  of  that  rare,  interesting,  and  truly  splendid  folio 
volume,  entitled  •  Le  Sarti  di  Francesco  Marrelau  da  farH  intitiAaU  Gtardnw  di 
Paaaai,'  1540.  The  wood  cut*  in  thw  Tolume  are  numerous,  beautiful,  and 
frequently  of  most  admirable  execntno  ;  *•  the  fac-simile  grren  by  Mr.  Singer 
(Raearcha  dim  the  HuUry  of  Ptoymg  Cards,  $t.  1816,  4W.  p.  65)  may  in  part 
justify.  On  the  reverse  of  the  title  page  i*'  a  spirited  portrait'  of  Marcolini 
himself.  The  reprint  of  this  work  of  1550.  is  of  inferior  execution ;  and  so  is 
probably  the  anterior  reprint  of  1545.     The  opposite  device  more  generally  ap- 

•  See  orer  leaf. 
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I  frankly  own  it  would  have  given  me  a  severe  pang  if  I 
had  overlooked  the  following  truly  elegant  device  of  Jesom 
Scot  ;  a  descendant,  if  not  the  son,  of  the  famous  Octavtan 
of  that  name,-f-  and  of  whom  such  honourable  mention  was 
made  yesterday.    To  view  is  to  admire ! 


The  Device  of  Jehoh  Scot. 

pears  in  a  larger  form,  but  the  composition  u  the  same.  It  occuia,  amongst 
other  works,  in  the  multifarious  pieces  of  that '  odd  genius  Dooi '  (as  Mr.  Singer 
calls  him)  printed  bj  Marcolini  in  1550,  4to.  There  is  however  another  device 
of  MarcolinTi,  of  the  date  of  1553.  consisting  of  a  naked  woman,  sitting  upon  a 
rock,  about  to  be  crowned  :  a  satyr,  upon  his  knees,  is  below  her— end  her  right 
leg  rests  upon  his  lap.  Japiter  is  represented  above.  Bagfcrd's  Collection. 
Harl.  MSS.  5971. 

•  Sibyilwe  device*  ~  twy  amtmsn  among  the  Vtnetim  printers  trf  Oat  period.] 
Yet  none  of  these  '  Sibylline  devices '  have  appeared  to  me  to  claim  so  much 
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We  must  conclude  with  the  Hooded  Hawk  of  Eneas  db 
Alabis.*  No  wonder  that  the  pastime  of  hawking,  so 
popular  at  this  period,  should  have  suggested  the  adoption 
of  such  a  device — fit  ornament  for  the  crest  of  our  well, 
beloved  Bernardo ! 


The  Device  or  E.  oe  Alaris. 

attention,  on  the  Bcore  of  beauty,  as  do  those  of  Trahzxmno  ;  for,  elegant  u 
the  above  may  seem,  (taken  from  an  Italian  version  of  Amen,  by  Fietro  Laoro 
of  Modern,  and  printed  by  Michel  Trameuino  in  1544,  Biu.)  there  i>  probably 
■  (till  more  comely  dame,  of  the  Sibylline  aperies,  in  the  It  CmaUier  Flortai, 
executed  by  the  same  printer  in  1565,  Bvn. 

tJnion  Scot ...  a  descendant  uf  tht famous  Oct  avi  ak  of  that  name.]  When 
the  passage  at  page  16-19  ante,  respecting  the  beautiful  device  of  Jerom  Scot,  was 
penned,  1  little  imagined  that  I  should  have  been  so  indiscreet,  on  the  score  of 
pecuniary  prndenee,  a>  to  suffer  a  fac-simile  of  it  to  be  made  I  However,  on  a 
second  view,  [he  lady  appeared  irresistible  ;  and  I  amid  not  (with  due  gravity 
be  it  advanced)  consider  myself  *  happy  without  her.'  The  reader,  I  trust,  par- 
ticipates in  this  felicity,  or  I  should  grudge  the  '  damages  *  incurred.  The  Scott 
used  also  the  device  of  a  figure  (if  Fame,  with  a  Same  in  her  right  hand,  and  her 
right  foot  upon  a  globe  :  motto,  '  Famam  ertenderefactti  Est  1'irfuris  optu :'  very 
elegant — jet  much  inferior  to  the  above.  The  '  lieirs'  of  Jerom,  in  1583,  if  not 
earlier,  used  a  very  clumsy  representation  of  the  '  Three  Graces'  for  a  device  .- 
See  Bagford-s  Colls-ctiun.    Hart.  MSS.  no.  5915. 

•  hoodfd  hawk  of  Enias  ds  Alibib.]  The  above  appears  in  the  '  Palmerin 
rTOIiva'  of  1565,  8to.  at  Venice.  The  device  of  a  Hack  and  Lion  adorns  the 
'  Roinincero  Generalc,  en  Que  se  contieneu  todos  lot  Romances  quo  aodan 
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Of  Roman  Printers — perhaps  unluckily  for  Lisardo— 
there  happens  to  be  only  one  device :  of  rather  too  late  a 
period,  I  confess ;  but  so  whimsical  and  extraordinary  that 
you  cannot  fail  to  be  all  amused  with  it  Tis  the  device  of 
Nicolaus  Angklus.*  Beware  of  the  '  quills '  upon  such  a 
'  fretful  porcupine !' 

impressos,  &c.  1604, 4to.  (xiii  Parts,  pp.  499— -with  7  leaves  of  table)  En  Madrid, 
por  Ivan  de  la  Cuata  Vcndcsc  en  casa  de  Francisco  Lopez,'  A  fine  copy  of  this 
rare  book  is  in  the  Hafod  Library.  See  too  Bibl.  Stanleiana,  no.  320 :  which 
copy  was  sold  for  631.   It  was  of  the  edition  of  1602. 

•  the  device  of  Nicolaus  Angelus.]  The  opposite  terrific  looking  animal 
forms  the  device  in  rather  a  common,  and  indifferently  printed  folio  volume, 
entitled  'Rapkaelis  Fabretti,  &c  De  Columna  Trajani  Syntagma.'  Romtt,  ex  officma 
Nicolai  Angeli  Tmasii  mdclxxxiii,— once,  however,  as  it  should  seem,  a  volume 
of  no  ordinary  interest  and  rarity:  for  thus  discourseth  the  renowned  Mr. 
Samuel  Pepys,  of  bibliomaniacal  celebrity,  (see  the  Bibliomania,  page  422) 
upon  this  said  disquisition  upon  the  Trajan  Pillar.  The  letter  is  written  to  the 
famous  John  Evelyn,  and  bears  date  '  Easter-Monday,  1692/ 

Another  piece  of  Restitucon  I  have  allsoe  to  make  you,  but  with 

some  payne,  for  the  imperfection  wherewith  I  must  doe  it,  after  several]  yeares 
laying  out  for  meanes  of  doeing  it  better;  which  is  your  Columna  Trajan  a. 
which  out  of  a  desire  of  makeing  the  most  use  I  could  of,  with  greatest  ease  to 
my  eyes,  I  tooke  the  liberty  of  putting  it  out  (but  unfortunately)  to  an  unskillful 
hand,  for  the  washing  its  Prints  with  some  thin  staine,  in  order  to  the  abateing 
a  little  the  too  strong  lustre  of  the  Paper.  In  the  execution  whereof  the  former 
part  of  it  has  suffered  such  injury,  that  not  knowing  with  what  countenance  to 
returne  it  you  soe,  I  determined  upon  m«fr«ing  you  Amends  by  the  first  fayre 
Booke  I  could  meete  with  all,  putting  this  into  my  owne  livery  as  what  I  could 
well  enough  content  myselfe  with  for  my  private  use.  But  with  soe  ill  suocesse, 
that  notwithstanding  all  my  industry,  both  at  Auctions  and  otherwise,  to  furnish 
myselfe  with  a  fayre  one  for  you,  I  have  not  beene  able  to  this  day  to  lay  my 
eye  upon  one,  either  Fayre  or  Foule,  saveing  one  that  I  have  very  lately  mett 
with  at  Scott's  greatly  imperfect,  as  wholly  wanting  the  Historicall  Explication* 
referred  to  through  the  wholle  by  figures  from  the  Plates;  Sr  Peter  Lilly  (whose 
booke  it  was)  contenting  himselfe  with  soe  much  of  it,  &  noe  more,  as  touched 
his  Profession  of  a  Painter,  without  that  of  a  Scboller.  Being  thus  therefore 
taught,  how  great  a  Jewell  your  Booke  (even  with  damage)  is,  I  thought  it  mora 
religious  to  restore  it  to  you  uow  as  it  is,  then  leave  you  to  expect  it  in  the  same 
Pickle  7  yeares  hence  from  God  knows  who ;  resting  in  the  meane  upon  your 
good  Nature  in  accepting  of  soe  ill  a  method  of  Payment  of  a  Debt,  that  for  my 
Life  1  know  not  how  to  discharge  better.' 

I  would  at  this  time  allsoe  restore  yor.  admirable^  Magazine 
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A  more  inviting  subject  is  now  about  to  excite  our 
attention,  and  give  a  zest  to  our  researches ;  and  with  such 
subject  I  must  positively  close  the  labours  of  this  protracted 
day.  You  will  immediately  anticipate  the  fulfilment  of  my 
promise  respecting  some  account  of  the  Giuxti,  or  Junta 
Press  :  which,  indeed,  next  to  that  of  the  Aldine,  has 
been  uniformly  admitted  as  the  most  celebrated  throughout 
Italy.  Away,  therefore — as  the  last  frolic  of  the  hurrying 
mode  of  this  day's  travelling — away,  therefore,  for  Florence! 
Visit  the  native  spot  of  Lucas  Antonius  Junta,  the 
Father  of  the  Press  which  bears  his  name :  *  examine  the 


of  TaUics  Douce*;  but  I  have  yet  some  gleanings  to  come  in,  which  I  would  bee 
glad  to  see  the  most  of,  and  have  your  assistance  in  the  disposeing  of  the  whole, 
before  I  part  with  my  Sample,  if  you  can  spare  it  a  little  longer.  And  thus 
finishing  my  Mint  aud  Cummin  Scores,  but  leavcing  those  of  the  most  &  most 
lasting  consideration,  to  bee  payd  when  they  can  be  fully  valued,  which  is  never 
to  be  done  by  mee,  I  am  very  seasonably  stinted  of  Roome  to  say  more  bat 
Adieu.' 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Upcot,  of  the  London  Institution,  for  this  curious  mor- 
ceau— (extracted  from  the  original  letters  of  Mr.  S.  Pepys,  in  the  library  of  I/xd 
Anson)  connected  with  the  porcupine  of  Nioolaus  Angelus  Tinassius.  Fabrettfs 
publication  is  now  scarcely  glanced  at  by  modem  antiquaries— and  for  very  good 
reasons,  I  trow !  Montfaucon  has  laid  the  foundation  of  a  nobler  school  of  anti- 
quarian researches — connected  with  the  country  wherein  that  magnificent  pillar 
stands. 

•  Lucas  Antonius  Junta,  the  father  of  the  Press  which  lean  his  wane.] 
Maittaire,  Baillct,  Crevenna,  and  Bandini,  each  lend  '  a  helping  hand'  upon  the 
occasion  of  the  Junta  Biography  :  but  as  the  latter  has  devoted  a  pretty  stout 
octavo  volume  to  this  subject,  and  more  particularly  to  an  account  of  the  books 
printed  at  the  Junta  (or  Giunti — '  whichever  sound  may  best  delight  the  ear*) 
Press,  the  task  pointed  out  for  myself  is  sufficiently  obvious :  namely,  to  give  a  mere 
biographical  sketch  of  the  branches  of  this  family,  and  to  subjoin — if  the  mood  of 
inspiration  possess  me  as  I  proceed— a  list  of  the  more  popular  and  valuable  works 
which  have  issued  from  the  press  of  which  we  are  now  discoursing.  Yet  what  a 
task  is  this  assigned !  What  tough  work  cut  out !  While,  therefore,  the  lover  of 
smooth  reading  may  dtoose  to  amble  along  upon  the  surface  of  the  text,  side  by 
side  with  Lysander,  and  thus  get  rapidly  to  the  end  of  this  *  Sixth  Day,'  out  of  the 
'  Ten,'  the  more  curious  and  thoroughly-bred  bibfiomaniacal  reader  will  rather 
prefer  being  my  companion  in  this  voluminous  note  of  bibliographical  detail. 
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chief  public  libraries  where  the  greater  Dumber  of  volumes 
from  such  press  are  deposited :  '  ugh,  and  look,  and  sigh 
again,'  over  the  lovely  copies  struck  off  upon  vellum.  . . 


Patience,  good-nature,  and  an  unquenchable  ardor,  be  the  qualities  of  such  com 
panion  I  '  Voyons  I' 

To  begin  with  the  abovementioned  '  Father  of  the  Press ; '  and,  first,  of  the 
family  name  itself.  That  name  is  variously  spelt:  Giunta,  he  Giunta,  or 
Zonta  :  in  Latin,  the  most  familiar  to  nur  own  ears,  Junta.  The  family  arms 
are  thus  designated  by  Clem,  del  Pace,  in  his  ■  Genealogies  if  Florentine  Familin,' 
No.  139 :  '  Giunti :  Giglio  rosso  in  campo  bianco,  striscia  verde  a  traverse, 
campo  parte  rosso,  parte  bianco.  No.  301 ;  Striscia  Tcrde  in  campo  parte  nero, 
e  parte  giallo.'  Batidiiil,  pt.  i.  p.  1,  note.  Lucas  Aatouiui  Junta,  the  first  of 
that  name  who  had  any  connection  with  a  printing  office,  was  descended  of  an 
ancient  and  respectable  family  that  bad  formerly  great  concerns  in  (lie  wool  or 
doth  trade.  They  were  of  Florence,  and  not  of  Lyons — as  the  worthy  Crevenna 
supposed)  nod  Banduii, in  his  geuealugical  table  incorporated  in  his  wort,  Assigns 
an  early  date  to  an  ancestor  of  the  name  of  Lafo  iletta  La  pi  no  Giunta,  who  was 
'  Ambassador  at  Rome  on  the  Utta  of  November,  135".'  His  note  (1)  bean  him 
out  in  this  date.  In  1460,  there  seems  to  have  been  a  confirmatory  deed,  drawn 
up  by  Americus  Vespucius,  a  public  notary  of  Florence,  respecting  their  privilege) 
as  traders  in  wool:  but  Luc-Antonio  gave  a  contrary  direction  to  the  employment! 
of  his  ancestors,  by  becoming  fascinated  with  the  lAmcheat  and  matnr.  His  family 
however  spread  out  into  various  branches  or  avocations ;  among  which  Faincia 
Junta  appears  to  have  shone  as  a  physician — and  latterly  (1789)  tlie  Juntas  were 
honoured  with  (he  rank  of  nobility.  So  that,  thus  far,  the  Giunti  Gtneakgiod 
Tree  seems  to  have  been '  laden  with  comely  fruit.'  Of  Francis,  who  was  bom  in 
1513,  and  who  was  therefore,  in  all  probability,  son  of  Luc-Antonio,  there  is 
rather  a  characteristic  portrait  in  (be  second  part  of  (be  Prcmpttiurii™  Icanm 
of  Hovillius.  Take  a  fac-aimile  of  it  here,  gentle  reader;  as  J  know  not  of  the 
rn^ram  of  any  other  Junta-portrait — and  should  ccrfcunly  have  preferred  the 
physiognomy  of  one  of  the  printers. 
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Lisakdo.  You  distract  me.  I  am  a  stranger  to  such 
gems,  and  never  even  once  dreamt  of  their  existence !  But 
proceed. 

As  Rovillius  (p.  291)  gives  Frauds— who  was  living  when  his  work  first 
appeared— a  very  good  character,  we  may  contemplate  his  bluff  countenance  with 
the  greater  satisfaction.  To  return  to  the  typographical  chief  of  the  family. 
Luc- Antonio  seems  to  have  established  a  printing  office  at  Venice  about  the  year 
1480-1,  under  the  care  of  Matteo  Capocasa  ;  (as  Lysander  above  properly 
intimates)  concerning  whom  AfFo,  in  his  Tipograjia  Parmente,  1790,  4to.  p.  xl, 
discourseth  with  becoming  minuteness.  The  '  Dialogo  de  la  Seraphica  Vtrgjne 
Sancta  Catharina  da  Sena,'  1482, 4to.  b  the  first  book  yet  known  to  have  been 
printed  *  at  the  entreaty  and  expense  of  Lucantonio  Zonta  Florentine'  It  was 
reprinted  more  than  once,  in  the  same  press,  during  the  xvth  century.  Maittaire, 
vol.  i.  p.  434,  and  Panzer,  vol.  iii.  p.  184,  no.  633,  may  be  here  consulted.  It 
is  remarkable  that,  in  almost  all  the  colophons  reported  by  Bandini,  Luc-Antonio 
appears  to  have  only  directed  the  publication  and  defrayed  the  expenses  of  the 
several  works  which  bear  his  name  in  the  imprints ;  and  Crevenna,  vol.  vL  p.  146, 
is  certainly  wrong  in  making  this  observation  as  exclusively  referable  to  Philip 
Junta.  It  is  also  a  little  singular  that,  in  the  numerous  Giunti  editions  specified 
by  Crevenna,  scarcely  any  should  have  been  the  production  of  Luc-Antonio  or  of 
his  heirs.  Crevenna  however  was  right  in  conjecturing  Luc-Antonio  to  have 
been  the  brother,  rather  than  the  son,  of  Philip.  Luke  must  have  lived  to  a  good 
old  age }  as  his  name  appears  in  the  colophon  of  an  edition  of  Homer  of  1537 ; 
while  in  that  of  an  Italian  Bible,  of  the  subsequent  year,  we  observe  that  it  is  put 
forth  '  by  his  heirs.'  The  monument  of  that  venerable  printer  appears  in  the 
Dominican  church  of  St  John  and  St  Paul,  at  Venice ;  with  the  arms  of  his 
family,  and  the  following  inscription.    See  Bandini,  pt  L  p.  16-17 : 

Lvcas  Antonivs  Ivnior  Rbligiosis  Hanc  Pietatis 
Aram  Dicavit,  Cinerbs,  Et  Ossa  Maiorvm  Colleoit, 
Rt  in  hvwc  locvm  tbanstvlit,  et  Mokvmbntvm  hoc 
Sibi,  Et  Postbris  ex  Paterkis  Testa menti  Tabvlis 
construxit  mdlxxi.  cal.  mart. 

The  works  which  were  published  under  the  superintendence  of  Luc-Antonio 
Junta,  are  often  distinguished  for  extreme  splendor  and  skilfulness  of  execution : 
especially  those  relating  to  Church  Rituals :  see  vol.  L  p.  83-6.  In  general,  these 
works  are  theological,  or  relating  to  law,  or  medicine,  or  philosophy.  Sometimes, 
however,  they  are  truly  classical ;  as  the  Cicero  of  1534  may  triumphantly  prove : 
and,  occasionally,  they  exhibit  an  accurate  test  of  an  Italian  authors-witness  the 
Decameron  of  1527  :  of  which,  probably,  a  little  onward.     . 

Philip  Junta,  the  -brother  of  the  preceding,  (and  more  emphatically  a 
Florentine  printer,  as  he  established  his  press  at  Florence)  was  born  about  die 
year  1450.   The  first  fruits  of  his  typographical  labours  were  the  Greek  Proverb 
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Lysandee.  I  pity  and  forgive  you.  Well,  then,  let  us 
begin  with  Luc-Antonio;  the  aforesaid  founder  of  the 
press  of  which  we  are  speaking.  The  publications,  how- 
ever, which  bear  his  name  in  the  imprint,  appear  to  have 

ofZenobius,  of  the  date  of  1497,  4to.  Baiidini  calls  him  '  the  Coryphaeus  of 
Printers.'  His  passiou  for  Greek  literature  was  hardly  exceeded  by  that  of  the 
elder  Aldus ;  and,  as  Bandini  properly  remarks,  he  began  his  career  by  using  the 
same  fount  of  Greek  type  as  distinguished  the  celebrated  Florentine  Homer  of 
1488.  Why  that  type  was  so  quickly  discarded,  does  not  appear  very  evident 
or  satisfactory.  In  1516,  Philip  and  his  children  were  protected  in  the  sale  of 
their  books  by  a  diploma  or  privilege  from  Pope  Leo  X. :  addressed  '  Dilecti 
Film  PkHippo  de  Gktntis  et  ehtt  Film  Bibliopolis  Florentinit.'  Indeed,  Philip  (as 
Bandini  justly  observes)  amply  merited  all  the  encouragement  which  he  received. 
His  Prefaces  are  delightful  testimonies  of  his  ardor  and  good  taste :  in  that 
prefixed  to  the.  edition  of  the  Orations  of  Cicero  against  Vena,  1515,  8vo. 
(addressed  to  Thomas  Pighinucdus)  he  seems  to  exult  in  the  idea  that  his  office 
had,  for  the  last  ten  years,  put  forth  the  best  authors  in  the  Greek  and  Latin 
languages,  with  new  types.  But,  like  that  of  Aldus,  the  period  of  his  useful 
labours  was  of  short  duration.  His  Plutarch  of  1517,  about  which  he  had  so  long 
and  so  anxiously  employed  himself,  was  destined  to  be  the  last  work  which 
he  lived  to  put  forth.  <  Sed  proh  dolor !  (exclaims  Bandini)  dum  haec,  et  alia 
plura  moliretur  incredibili  litterarum  damno  Philippus  e  vivis  ereptus  est  die 
xvi.  Septembris  mdxvii.* 

Bernard  Junta  succeeded  to  the  business  of  his  father ;  and,  perhaps  eclips- 
ing him  in  the  elegance  and  interest  of  his  prefaces,*  he  conducted  it  with  undi- 
minished reputation  to  the  year  1551,  when  he  died.  Meanwhile  a  branch  of 
the  family,  of  the  name  of  James  formerly  Francis,  had  established  a  printing 
office  at  Lyons;  and  I  have  seen  books,  bearing  the  Lily  Device,  from  that  same 
office,  as  late  as  the  year  1590  or  1600;  but  they  are  held  in  comparatively 
little  estimation.  It  seems  however  evident,  from  the  testimony  of  Courad 
Gesner,  that  Lucas  Antonins  left  behind  a  son  of  the  name  of  Thomas  Junta  ; 
for ' to  this  distinguished  typographer,  and  to  the  other  heirs  of  the  celebrated 
Lucas  Antonius  Junta,  of  happy  memory,'  does  the  said  Conrad  Gesner  dedicate 
that  division  of  his  Pandects  which  relates  to  Law,  A  part  of  this  epistolary 
dedication  ('  perhonorifica  epistola,'  as  Bandini  truly  remarks)  shall  find  a  place 


*  '  Since  (says  Bandini)  the  more  ancient  editions  of  the  Junta  Press  were 
published  from  MSS.  and  may  therefore  be  exceedingly  useful,  from  their  accu- 
racy, towards  the  formatiou  of  new  editions—and  since  the  prefatory  epistles, 
with  which  they  are  accompanied,  may  be  yet  more  useful  in  the  illustration  of 
the  literature  of  that  period,  I  have  thought  it  worth  while  to  give  abridgements 
of  them ;  striking  out  the  redundant  parts.'  Annal,  Junior .  pt  l  p.  30.  Bandini 
expatiates  upon  this  idea,  or  plan,  with  a  sort  of  commendable  exultation. 
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been  executed  at  Venice ;  and  rather  '  at  his  costs  and 
charges/  than  from  his  personal  superintendence.  He  pro- 
bably himself  continued  at  Florence  for  the  greater  part  of 

below.*  Indeed  Thomas  was  the  printer  of  the  Voyages  qfRamusio;  and  in  the 
preface  to  the  second  volume  of  that  work,  of  the  edition  of  1559,  after  bewailing 
the  death  of  Ramusio,  (which  took  place  in  1557,  in  the  72nd  year  of  his  age) 
he  tells  as  that '  four  months  had  scarcely  elapsed  from  that  melancholy  event, 
when  the  whole  of  his  printing  office  was  destroyed  by  fire  :  hence  the 
delay  of  the  publication  of  tliat  volume.'  Bandini  refers  us  to  the  notes  of 
Apostolo  Zeno  upon  the  Bibl  Ital.  of  Fantanini,  vol.  il  p.  275,  and  himself  goes 
on  to  observe  that '  notwithstanding  this  misfortune,  the  Junta  Press  was  quickly 
afterwards  put  in  motion  ;  and  from  thence  forward,  to  the  year  1642,  inclu- 
sively, did  the  heirs  and  descendants  of  the  brave  Thomas  continue  to  produce 
an  immense  number  of  the  noblest  writers  in  the  Greek,  Latin  and  Italian 
languages.' 

Bandini  devotes  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  first  part  of  his  '  luntarvm 
Typographic  Annala'  to  an  account  of  the  Editors  who  presided  over  die 
Junta  Press  ;  and  he  who  shall  find  leisure  to  examine  these  pithy  and  inte- 
resting pages  of  philology,  will  have  no  reason  to  lament  such  devotion  of  his 
time.  For  the  sake  however  of  those,  addicted  to  similar  pursuits,  I  subjoin  a 
list  of  the  names  of  these  '  docdssimi  Editores :'  premising,  that  it  will  be  worth 
while  to  examine  the  book-repositories  of  Messrs.  Payne,  Priestly,  Cuthell,  and 


•  '  Prasstantissimo  apud  Venetos  typographo  Thome  Junto,  et  caeteris 
simi  felicis  memoriae  viri  Lucas  Antonii  Juntas  haBredibus,  Conradus  Gesnerus/ 
(Aug.  in.  Calend.  Zurich.  1548.) 

•  JDubitavi  ego  oliquandiu  mecum,  clarissima  Juntarum  familta,  an  tibi  quoque 
partem  hujus  Opens  aliquam  dedicarem,  an  preterirein  sileiitio.  Nam  gloria 
Officin®  tuas  multis  et  magnis  voluminibus  splendide  magnificeque  excusb  com- 
parata,  in  omni,  puto,  disciplinarum  genere,  ne  te  iudictam  et  nullo  merits  laudis 
preconio  affectam  dimitterera,  suadebat.  Laudare  vero,  quos  publicasses  libros, 
nee  ullos  interim,  ubi  Rltodus  &  saltus,  quod  aiunt,  nominare  (cum  perpaucorum 
nomina  tenerem)  ut  ineptum  quodammodo,  ita  institute  per  alias  in  superioribus 
libris  dedicationes  observato  parum  conveniens  videbatur.     His  &  aliis  cogitatio- 

nibus  dum  animus  distrahitur  mihi  dubius  aXXoTrpoVoAXof,  vicit  tandem  hsec 
sententia :  Officinal  vestne  utcunque  per  totaro  Italiam  imo  Europam,  et  ultra 
forte,  illustriori  qudni  ut  laudibus  ac  testimonits  egeat  alienis,  quo  clarior  ipsa  & 
magnificentior  est,  eo  amplius  ex  gratitudinis  quidem  officio  a  studiosis  Philosophise 
(quae  omnia  bona  studia  complectitur)  omnino  deberi.  Quis  enim  non  praeferat 
simpliciter  absque  longo  per  singula  beneficia  Catalogo  gratum  esse,  quam  prorsus 
(quod  silentium  arguere  videtur)  ingratum  r*  Scio  Philipp am  Juntam  FIorentiaB 
olim  pneclaros  in  utraque  lingua  non  paucos  libros  prelis  suis  in  exemplaria 
innumera  transfudisse :  deinde  optimum  patrem  vestrum  Lucam  Antonium 
Jurisprudential  reique  Medics  probatissimos  Authores  Venetiis  excudisse,'  &c. 
See  Gesneri  Libri  Pandect.  foL  329,  and  Maittaire's  AnnaL  Typog.  voL  hi. 
p.  250 :  followed  by  an  excellent  account  of  the  labours  of  honest  old  Conrad 
himself!  to  which  fought  to  have  referred  in  the  Bibliomania,  p.  39*  &c 
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the  year,  but '  his  Office '  was  unquestionably  established 
at  Venice — and  Matteo  Capocasa  had  the  chief  direction 
of  it  in  the  first  years  of  its  establishment    The  earliest 


Evans,  for  the  said  BandinPs  EpistoU  Clarorum  Ttalarum  et  Gemumorum  ad  P.  V, 
Kript.  at  Florence  in  1758,  2  vols.  4to.  Let  such  readers  regale  themselves, 
herein,  with  an  account  of  Pxtbus  Victorius,  the  editor  of  the  Cicero  of 
1554,  in  especial.  Proceed  we  now  to  the  names  of  these  '  most  learned  wights,' 
who, '  with  spectacle  on  nose'  pored  over  the *  dank'  sheets  as  they  issued  from 
the  '  tympan'  and  *  frisket'  of  the  Junto  press!  The  alphabetical  order  of 
Bondini  is  observed,  with  references  to  the  pages  wherein  he  discourseth  of  the 
merits  of  these  '  Viri  Centenarii :'—  for  let  us  shew  the  courteousness  of  our 
rinssical  education. 


Adrianus  Marcellus  Yirgjlius      p.  38 

Machiavellus  Nicolaus 

p.  108 

Aldobrandus  Carolus 

46 

Marcellus  Christophorus 

110 

Alpherius  Franciscns 

48 

Nicauder  Ambrosius 

111 

Angelus  Nicolaus  Bucinensis 

50 

(an  interesting  article) 

Benivenius  Antonius 

55 

Niphus  Augustinus 

118 

58 

Pandulphinus  Innocentius 

120 

61 
66 

121 

183 

Bonaccursius  Blasins 

Philomathes  Bernardus 

Boninus  Euphrosynus 

67 

Placidus  Antonius 

124 

Candidus  Petrus 

72 

Riccardinus  Benedictus 

124 

(a  very  interesting  article) 

Bobbia  Lucas 

k127 

Carsius  Ioannes 

79 

Bomuleus  Laurentius 

129 

Crescins  Nicolaus 

81 

ScaJa  Laurentius 

131 

Domenichi  Ludovicus 

83 

Tuccius  Marianus 

131 

Francinus  Ant  Yarchiensis 

86 

Victorius  Petrus 

132 

Gaddins  Iohannes 

91 

(see  above)  * 

(very  interesting) 

Vivianus  Carolus 

134 

loanues  Monachus 

104 

Zeffius  Franciscus 

136 

locundus  Veron 

105 

(an  interesting  article) 

Luoeios  Veronensis 

107 

Will  it  be  said  that  such  names  produce  not  a  sort  of  vehemence,  or  even, 
inspiration,  as  it  were,  to  open  those  volumes  (whether  filled  for  the  greater  part 
with  the  text  of  ancient  classical  writers,  or  containing  exclusively  original 
matter)  to  which  they  are  prefixed? !  Will  any  collector,  young  or  old— can  any 
student  or  professor—- express  indifference  to  choice  copies  of  first  impressions 
wherein  the  editorial  labours  of  such  men  are  recorded?  Forbid  it,  ye  chief 
trainers  of  the  youth  of  our  country !  Let  no  such  heresy,  or  rather  mildew,  taint 
the  air  in  which  the  embryo  seeds  of  bibliomaniacal  literature  are  so  assiduously 
cultivated— at  Shrewsbury,  at  Rugby,  at  Winchester,  at  Beading,  at  Eaton,  at 
Harrow,  at  Westminster,  and  St.  Paul's!  Surely,  the  Dampibbs  and  Hsaths 
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book  in  which  the  name  of  Luc-Antonio  Junta  appears,  is 
of  the  date  of  1482 ;  and  the  latest,  of  1537  :  bo  that  you 
see  the  said  Luc-Antonio  must  have  been  a  comely  old 
gentleman  when  he  took'his  departure  < 

have  not '  preached  and  practised  in  vain !  ?  *  Rather,  let  the  mattigopharimng  spirit 
be  exercised  with  all  its  energies,  when  volumes,  of  a  description  like  those  to  which 
the  preceding  remarks  refer,  are  found  wantonly  torn  or  barbarously  destroyed! 
For  it  is  not  quite  impossible,  that,  in  the  libraries  attached  to  some  of  oar  old 
public  schools,  or  minor  colleges,  a  first  Ltucaris,  or  Chakondylas,  or  C&rysofarot, 
or  even  Lt/y— clad  in  its  pristine  Grolier  garb— yet  reposeth  beneath  the  unswept 
cobwebs  of  some  three  hundred  years.  It  is  just  possible,  I  repeat,  that  this 
may  not  be  mere  romantic  conjecture ! 

Possible  also  it  is,  that  the  reader  may,  by  this  time,  begin  to  feel  some '  com- 
punctious visitings'  for  having  so  frequently  looked  with  a  cold  eye,  and 
untouched  heart,  upon  first  Junta  impressions — as  they  have  glided  along, 
like  meteors,  beneath  the  hurrying  hammer  of  Pertinax  !  If  I  were  quite 
certain  that  a  sincere  and  bitter  repentance  followed  *  hard  upon '  such  *  prick  of 
conscience/  (to  speak  in  the  auncient  language  of  the  Hermit  of  Hampole)  I 
might,  from  motives  of  particular  compassion,  or  even  general  benevolence, 
prevent  the  repetition  of  these  '  pricks,*  by  subjoining  a  list,  of  the  Vera  et 
Primarls  Editiones  in  Officinis  Juntarum  Impress*.  Does  then  the 
'  fit  of  inspiration'— anticipated  in  the  earlier  stage  of  this  note — really  now 
possess  me  ?  And  must  I,  from  feelings  of  pure  benevolence  or  pure  bibliomania, 
wade  through  this  formidable  list  of '  the  more  popular  and  valuable  works  which 
have  issued  from  the  Junta  Press  ?'  lis  decreed  :  and  I  proceed  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  task.  One  word  only  by  way  of  «  proheme.'  I  have  taken  especial 
care  to  notice  all  the  vellum  copies  recorded  by  Bandini;  in  order  that  nothing, 
in  the  way  of  virtuous  temptation,  may  be  omitted  to  induce  the  reader  to  become 
a  Junta-partisan— and  if  the  richly-garnished  cabinet  of  St.  James't-Place,  of 
Cleveland-Square,  of  Stratton-Street,  or  of  Clapham,  or,  to  proceed  northerly, 
Hodnet,  should,  chiefly  in  consequence  of  these  Giunti  memoranda,  receive  still 
additional  treasures  in  the  way  of  early  Florentine  publications — the  author  of 
them,  like  Cato's  beloved  son,  or  the  conquerors  of  Trafalgar,  may  be  said  to 

have '  done  his  duty/ 

Books  Printed  bt  the  Giunti. 

Anthologia,  Gr.  1519,  8m  (Hercd.  P.  Junta).)  A  perfect  copy  of  this  very  rare 
book,  which  in  all  probability  is  a  reprint  of  the  Aldine  edition  of  1505, 
should  contain  411  pages.  There  seems  to  be  no  preface ;  and  in  the  page 
immediately  following  the  title,  we  read  '  KcfaXaia  TOV  A.  Tfjufjfiaro^ 
Bandini,  pt  L  p.  144.  Where  lurk  the  vellum  copies,  or  where  lurks  the 
only  vellum  copy,  of  this  precious  publication?  Will  it  ever  find  its  way 
into  the  Aldine  Cabinet  at  Spencer  House — to  greet  there  its  Aldine  precursor, 
clad  in  a  similar  suit  ?  *  Veniet  isle  dies !' 
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Philip  Junta,  the  brother  of  Luke,  was  born  about  the 
middle  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  may  with  more  strict- 
ness be  designated  as  a  genuine  Florentine  printer.  The 
earliest  production  of  his  press  is  of  the  date  of  1497,  and 
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Apuiehu,  <fc.  1510, 1512,  8vo,  (P.  Junta.)  1522, 8vo.  (Hered.  cjud.)  The  various 
opuscula  contained  in  this  publication  (for  there  are  the  works  of  other 
authors  besides  those  of  Apulehis)  are  specifically  mentioned  by  Bandini ;  but 
it  must  be  remarked  that,  although  not  noticed  in  the  title-page,  there  will  be 
found,  at  the  end,  a  treatise  entitled  '  Cosmographia,  shie  de  Mundo  ad 
Fatutinum.'  The  first  edition  contains,  in  the  whole,  254  leaves,  with  the 
register  and  device.  Immediately  following  the  title-page  is  a  prefatory 
epistle  of  Alexander  Rossellus :  partly  given  by  Bandini.  The  second  impres- 
sion is  stated  upon  the  authority  of  the  last  Grevenna  Catalogue,  vol.  iii.  pt.  ii. 
p.  121.  The  third  edition  has  274  leaves,  with  prefatory  matter  containing 
6  leaves.  Bernardus  Philomathes  was  the  editor  of  this  latter  edition. 
Consult  Bandini,  pt  ii  p.  250,  252,  about  two  Italian  versions  of  it  in  1549. 

Aquilano,  Open,  1516, 8vo.  (P.  di  Giunta.)  This  edition,  to  be  complete,  should 
contain  215  leaves,  besides  8  of  prolegomena.  Among  the  works  are  clxv. 
Sonetti  and  ccclxxiii.  Strambotti.  The  editor  was  Bernard  Junta.  Bandini, 
pt  it  p.  112. 

Arutidu  Oration**,  Gr.  1517,  folio,  (P.  de  Junta.)  Emtio  Phincxps.  To  be 
complete,  this  very  elegantly  printed  book  should  contain  183  leaves.  Consult 
the  Introd.  to  the  daubs,  vol.  i.  p.  171. 

Aristophanes,  1515, 8vo.  Gr.  Sine  Scholiis. 

—  1525, 4to.  Gr.  Cum  Scholiu. 

1540, 8vo.  Gr.  Sine  Scholiis. 

These  are  the  various  editions  of  Aristophanes  printed  at  the  Junta 
Prxss,  and  must  be  particularly  specified j  although  they  have  been  previ- 
ously touched  upon  (Introd.  to  the  Classics,  vol.  i.  p.  174-5)  in  no  very 
superficial  manner.  Their  critical  differences,  or  comparative  intrinsic  worth, 
is  noticed  in  the  pages  just  referred  to  j  but  let  the  first  impression,  with  the 
10th  and  11th  Comedies  of  the  GwftOfOpiafotWflU,  and  Auo*iC-poJa, 
separately  published  in  the  same  year,  form  the  leading  object  o£  the' 
collector's  attention ;  as  its  rarity  is  considerable,  and  its  text  of  no  small 
importance.  To  be  perfect,  a  copy  should  contain  246  leaves.  The  second 
edition  has  also  its  intrinsic  value,  and  comprehends  373  leaves,  exclusively  of 
8  of  prolegomena.  The  third,  perhaps  the  rarest  of  the  three,  occupies  248 
leaves,  but  a  preface  appears  to  be  wanting.  Bandini  describes  the  first  and 
third  editions  as '  in  large  octavos ;'  and  the  second  <  in  large  quarto.'  These 
volumes  are  perhaps  absolutely  necessary  for  a  careful  and  critical  revision  of 
the  text  of  Aristophanes.    Exist  there  copies  upon  vxllum  ? ! 
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the  latest,  of  1517 :  so  that  his  career  was  scarcely  much 
lengthened  beyond  that  of  the  Elder  Aldus.  Philip  was,  in 
every  respect,  a  printer  of  very  considerable  reputation: 
his  turn  was  more  classical  than  that  of  his  elder  brother, 
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Aristotelis  Opera  Qucdam,  Gr.  1521,  4to.  1527,  4to.  (hered.  P.  Junto.)  Hie 
specific  contents  of  each  impression  are  detailed  by  Bandini.  The  first, 
which  hits  the  fewer  opuscula,  contains  151  leaves;  and  the  editor  was 
A.  F.  Varchiensis.  It  is  a  rare  and  estimable  volume.  The  second  impres- 
sion was  e  tited  by  Leonicus  Thomteus,  whose  address  to  Bernard  Junta  is 
partly  reprinted  by  Bandini :  see  his  Annul,  Junior.  Typog.  pt.  ii.  p.  164, 
p.  21 3.  A  perfect  copy  contains  318  leaves.  The  last  page  has  the  Junta 
device.  The  latter  impression  appears  to  have  some  marginal  wood-cot 
ornaments.     It  is  a  book  well  deserving  a  place  in  every  critical  collection. 

Aulut  GeUius,  1513, 8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  We  have  here  the  first  and  only  edition  of 
Aulus  GeUius  from  the  prets  of  the  Junta.  Bandini,  pt.  i.  p.  47;  pt.  iL 
p.  42-4,  is  sufficiently  particular  in  his  account  of  it ;  giving  us  the  interesting 
ode  of  Alexius  Lapaccinus  in  praise  of  its  learned  editor,  Carolus  Aldobrandus, 
whose  dedicatory  epistle  to  Lorenzo  de*  Medici,  grandson  of  the  celebrated 
character  of  that  name,  and  addressed  to  the  reader,  precede  the  text  In  the 
whole,  there  are  330  pages,  with  16  pages  of  prolegomena.  Bandini  notices 
a  copy  upon  vellum  in  the  Riccardi  collection. 

Bembo  Pietro,  GliAsolani,  1505, 8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  A  preliminary  epistle  by  Bembo, 
to  the  famous  Lucrctia  Borgia,  precedes  the  text.    In  the  whole,  109  leaves. 

Biblia  Sacra  Latino,  15 S3, 12roo.  (L.  A.  Junta.)  A  neatly  printed  volume.  In 
Bandini's  own  collection. 

—  Latina :  cum  Ccncordantm,  <£c.  una  cum  tortus  BiblUt  Ccmpcndioio  ptr 
rhythmot  deuripto,  <£c  1511. 4to.  (L.  A.  Junta.) 

per  Capellannm,  1511, 4to.  (L.  A.  Junta.) 


With  wood-cuts  to  almost  every  chapter.    Copies  were  in  the  collection  of 
the  late  Cardinal  Loineuie  de  Brienne.    A  reprint  of  either  the  one  or  the 
other  of  these  publications,  with  the  wood-cuts,  appeared  in  large  octavo  in 
1519 :  a  volume  of  equal  interest  and  rarity. 
—  Vulgore  Ital.  de  MaUermi,  1490,  folio,  (L.  A.  Junta.)  Reprinted  m 


1494—1507. 

t»  lingua  Totcana  per  BrudoU,  153S,  folio,  (L.  A.  Junta.)  With 


numerous  and  elegant  wood  cuts.    A  rare  and  magnificent  volume. 

m  Lingua  Fwrentina  trad,  per  Marmochino,  1538,  folio,  (per  Ii  ered.  di 


L.  A.  J.)  This  is  supposed  to  he  the  first  publication  by  the  heir*  of  L.  A. 
Junta.  A  copy  was  in  the  Pinelli  collection,  (BibL  Pinell.  vol.  iv.  p.  3,  no.  8) 
and  there  called  *  assai  rara.'  It  may  be  worth  while  to  procure  the  subsequent 
edition  of  1546,  according  to  the  authorities  cited  in  Bandini,  pt  L  p.  19* 
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and  if  he  hare  not  equalled  him  in  the  '  gorgeous  apparel ' 
of  his  publications,  he  has  unquestionably  excelled  him  in 
die  erudition  of  their  contents.   I  hope  the  British  Museum 
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Boceaecw :  II  Decamermu,  1516,  4to.— - '  can  grandunma  dnlgentia  eroendato.' 
Hie  prases  of  Venice  produced  two  celebrated  editions  of  the  Decameron  of 
Boccaccio  in  the  same  year.  One  of  them  was  by  Gregorio  de  Grtgcri,  of 
which '  a  most  beautiful  copy,  from  Count  Hoym's  collection,  having  the 
initials  painted  with  gold,  in  yellow  morocco,*  was  sold  at  the  sale  of  Colonel 
Stanley's  library  for  63L  A  tremendous  price! —  when  it  is  considered  that 
it  had  cost  its  owner  only  5L  5f . ;  and  that,  as  fax  as  bibliography  seems  to 
help  us,  it  is  an  edition  of  inferior  rarity  to  the  one  of  which  we  are  about  to 
make  mention.  The  copy  of  De  Gregori's  edition  in  the  Praelli  library  pro- 
duced but  tL  6m.,  although  called  *  a  very  precious  edition.'  It  was  purchased 
by  MoCni.    See  Haym,  voL  HL  p.  7 :  and  Brunei,  voL  i.  p.  178-9. 

The  Giukta  edition,  which  we  are  now  to  describe,  has  been  long  con- 
sidered both  a  very  rare  and  very  curious  performance.  Each '  day/  or  set 
of  novels,  has  a  wood-cut  prefixed ;  and  there  is  also  a  prefatory  epistle  of 
Bocrarrio  '  che  (says  Haym)  il  Dolce  chiama  sciocca  imrennooe,  e  impo- 
stura :'  adding,  however-  *  Per  altro  quest*  edisione  ha  il  soo  pregio.*  From 
die  same  authority  it  appears  that  Ghmta  corrected  the  second  novel  of  the 
4th  day,  and  the  fifth  novel  of  the  8th  day,  hot  in  a  very  trifling  and  imma- 
terial degree.  BibL  JtaL  vol  in.  p.  7,  no.  7.  From  Haym,  we  proceed  to 
De  Bore;  but  in  the  BibL  Instruct.  voL  iv.  no.  3662-3-4,  there  b  no  specific 
detail  of  the  arrangement  of  its  contents,  and  it  is  only  mentioned,  summarily, 
ma  brief  description  of  the  impression  of  Gregorio  de  Gregori,  and  of  that  of 
Agoctino  de  Zani,  1518.  From  De  Bare  we  make  a  short  trip  to  Los-Rios ; 
who,  in  fab  BibL  Instruct.  1777, 8va  p.  90,  no,  288,  is  pleased  to  say, '  cetta 
edition  est  une  de  cefles  qui  sont  tres-rares.  Dailleurs  efle  a,  avec  les  autres 
de  son  espece,  Pavantage  d  avoir  on  supplement,  am  contribue  beancoop  a  en 
relever  le  merite  et  le  prix.'  This  *  Supplement'  (mentioned  also  by  De  Bare) 
b  three  nHHitumal  Noeek,  which  have  the  merit  of  not  being  the 
of  Boccaccio.  The  Crevenna  copy  of  this  Giunti  mipiession  was  *  in  die 
perfect  preservation :'  see  BibL  Creaosa.  voL  iv.  p.  181,  edit  1775.  It  is 
there  called '  large  8vo.*  but  Bundmi  piupqly  describes  it  as  *  small  quarto.' 
TbePmelfi  copy  of  this  uncommon  edition  was '  di  tnararignbsa  hefleza,  legato 
nobOmente  aha  Franeese,  coDe  carte  donate.*  BibL  Pmett.  voL  t.  p.  9, 
no.  3291.  It  was  purchased  at  the  sale  of  the  PindH  horary  by  my  friend 
Mr.  IL  Wabraham  for  3J.  10s.  See  Sale  Catalogue,  no.  4291.  We  now 
reach  Bandmi,  who  is  copious  and  instructive ;  and  who  subjoins  a  long 
gosBppmg  letter  from  Pellegrini  upon  the  subject  He  further  tells  us  that 
the  edition  contains  329  pages,  numbered  only  on  the  rectos  of  the  leaves, 
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and  the  public  libraries  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  contain  a 
score  or  two  of  these  Philipine  treasures. 
From  Philip  we  proceed  to  his  son  Bernard  Junta; 
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and  that  the  preface  and  index  of  novels  contain  8  additional  paga. 
Neither  the  collections  of  Croft  or  Colonel  Stanley  contained  it.    A  copy,  it 
seems,  was  in  the  Roxburghe  library  (no.  6293)  and  purchased  by  Lord 
Spencer  for  71  Mr,  Payne,  at  this  moment,  possesses  the  Borromeo  copy  of 
this  desirable  volume.    It  is  large,  clean,  and  perfect :  in  its  ancient  binding, 
with  tooled  gilt  fore-edges.    See  Bandhii,  pt  il  105.    Mr.  Heber  also  is 
the  fortunate  possessor  of  a  copy. 
Boccaccio.  II  Decamerone.  1537, 4to.  (Hered.  di  P.  di  Giunta.)  Every  collector 
roust  be  aware  that,  from  his  very  bibliographical  infancy,  he  has  been 
trained  to  estimate  at  a  prodigious  price  the  impression  immediately  under 
consideration.    Bandini,  pt  ii.  p.  til,  is  lamentably  deficient;  thinking 
perhaps,  with  good  old  Crevenna,  that '  l'histoire  de  cette  celebre  Edition,  son 
extreme  rarett,  le  grand  cas  qu'on  en  fait,  et  son  prix  exorbitant,  tout  des 
choses  si  connoes  et  si  constatees  que  ce  seroit  jetter  le  terns  a  en  parler.' 
BibL  Crevetm.  vol.  iv.  p.  183.    De  Bore,  however,  is  gloriously  communica- 
tive; and  pursues  his  comparison  respecting  the  genuine  and  forged  edition, 
in  a  manner  so  close  and  conclusive,  that  the  roguery  of  the  latter  (by  much, 
however,  the  prettier  book  in  a  typographical  point  of  view)  can  scarcely  fail 
of  being  detected.    Bibl.  Instruct,  vol.  iv.  p.  58.    I  begin  to  suspect  that 
even  the '  legitthna  e  sincera  ediskme '  is  not  so  rare  as  the  old  bibliographers 
were  wont  to  consider  it.    Nearly  a  dozen  copies  of  it  (if  I  do  not  greatly 
err)  have  passed  '  sub  hasta'  during  the  last  dozen  years,  within  the 
precincts  of  our  metropolis;  and  almost  all  the  leading  collections  contain  it 
A  short  time  ago  Mr.  Payne  possessed  two  copies  of  it.  O  rare  Mr.  Payne ! 
Certainly  it  is  not  so  scarce  as  either  of  the  previous  editions  of  1516.    I 
ought  to  speak  perhaps  under  correction.    I  have  seen  the  Roxburghe, 
Stanley,  and  Talleyrand  copies ;  and  the  libraries  of  Mr.  Hibbert,  Mr.  Heber, 
Mr.  Grenville,  Earl  Spencer,  and  his  Majesty  each  contain  a  copy.    It  is 
also  at  Luton,  at  White-Knights,  and  at  Foothill;  but  some  of  these  may 
have  been  obtained  from  the  libraries  of  Pinelli   or  Crevenna.     The 
'  Stanley'  copy  produced,  I  think,  the  largest  sum  ever  yet  obtained  for 
it— 35/.  14s. ;  it  had  beeu  successively  in  the  libraries  of  the  Duke  de  la 
Valliere  and  Lord  Clanbrasil :  and  even  the  '  counterfeit,'  (executed  at 
Venice  in  1729,  under  the  direction  of  Consul  Smith)  produced  42.  10s.  at 
the  sale  of  the  same  library.   It  was  however  *  splendidly  bound  in  russk  by 
Walther,  with  silk  ends.'  A  complete  copy  of  this  edition  contains  284  leaves 
of  text,  with  6  of  a  table.    Bandini  therefore  is  wrong  in  omitting  the  table. 
Brunet  has  not  failed  to  enrich  his  notice  of  this  desirable  volume  by  men* 
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whose  prefaces  are  considered  by  Bandini  as  yet  more  ele- 
gantly composed  than  those  of  his  parent.  The  son  died 
about  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century ;  and  was  suc- 
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timing  the  only  known  copy  of  it,  upon  large  paper,  which  is  contained  in 
the  library  of  Count  Mehri,at  Milan ;  and  Crevenna  seems  to  revel  in  the  de- 
scription of  the  only  known  copy,  upon  vellum,  oucein  the  Firmian  collection : 
*  Les  Giunti  (says  he)  ont  tire"  de  cette  fameuse  et  rare  edition  on  exeropkire 
sun  velin  de  Ires  grandes  marges.  Cet  exemplaire  unique  et  ties  precieux 
se  trouve  dans  la  riche  Bibliotheqoe  de  S.  E.  M,  le  Comte  Firmian,  Ministre 
Plenipotcutiaire  a  Milan.'  See  BibL  Firmian.  vol.  v.  p.  165 :  as  referred  to 
also  by  Bnmet  Of  the  copies  upon  paper,  that  of  Mr.  Heber  was  probably 
among  the  very  choicest;  as  it  was  bound  by  Du  Sueuxl.  It  was  found 
however  to  be  imperfect,  and  returned  accordingly. 

Boccaccio.  La  Fmmetta,  1517,  8vo.  (P.  de  Giunta.)  The  editor  was  Bernard 
Junta.  In  the  whole.  111  heaves.  Bandini  notices  a  beautifully  illuminated 
copy  in  the  Riccardi  collection.  This  impression  was  reprinted  in  1524  and 
1533,  in  8vo.;  but  the  latter  (having  110  leaves)  is  only  a  re-impression  of 
that  of  15».  A  copy  however  of  the  edition  of  1533  produced  2l  3s.  at 
die  sale  of  Colonel  Stanley's  Library.  The  first  edition  is  with  difficulty 
found.  Mr.  Grenville  possesses  a  copy  of  the  second. 

Boccaccio.  Ameto.  1521, 15*9, 8vo.  (Hered.  P.  de  Giunta.)  The  first  edition 
contains  94  pages ;  but  the  second  should  appear  to  possess  103  leaves.  See 
Bandini,  pt  ii  p.  164,  StO.  Mr.  Heber  possesses  a  copy  of  the  first,  and 
Mr.  Grenville  a  copy  of  the  second  edition. 

BoethhutdeOm»olati<mt  PkUompkut,  1507, 8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  Contains  64  leaves. 
An  uncommon  book. 

Idem  Opus:  et  de  Scholastic*  Dmriptma,  1513, 1521,  8vo.    The  first 

edition  contain*  80  leaves :  the  second,  by  die  heirs  of  P.  Junta,  contains 
the  same  number;  and  the  same  preliminary  pieces,  (by  Nicholas  Cresdus,) 
asm  the  previous  edition,  arc  also  in  the  present. 

Boiardo;  Orlando  Inamorato.  1541, 4to.  (<  per  li  Ered.  di  L.  A.  Giunti/)  A 
very  fine  copy  of  this  first  Junta  edition,  justly  said  '  to  be  very  rare,'  was 
purchased  by  Mr.  Payne,  for  9Z.  9s.  at  the  sale  of  Colonel  Stanley's  library. 
Li  the  year  1783,  at  CrctYs  sale,  it  reached  die  sum  of  li.  5*.  only.  Copies 
ait  in  the  libraries  of  Mr.  Grenville  and  Mr.  Heber. 

et  tifatto  da  Fnmcaco  Bow,  1545,  4to.  (per  li 


Ered.  dl  L.  A.  G.)   Both  the  present  and  preceding  editions  are  summarily 
na&xd'm  the  BibL  Smith,  p.  lev.  4to.l755.  See  also  the  notes  of  Apostob 
Zeno  in  the  BihL  hat  Fomtanmi,  vol  I  p.  258.    This  latter  edition  was  sold 
for  41  4s.  at  the  sale  of  Croft's  books:  see  iffN.  Crsylf,  no.  2929. 
Cesar  C.  L  Caststen ton*,  1508, 1514, 1530, 8va  (P.  Junta,)    The  first  edition 


262  SIXTH  DAY. 

ceeded  chiefly  by  Thomas,  who,  with  the  other  heirs  of  the 
elder  brother,  Luc-Antonio,  kept  up,  if  not  a  tremendous,  at 
least  a  steady  and  well-directed  fire  from  their  typographical 
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was  pat  forth  under  the  editorial  care  of  Lncas  Robia.  It  contains  ccxxxxvm 
pages,  exclusively  of  two  pages  of  a  preliminary  epistle.  The  second  edition 
owes  its  appearance  to  the  diligence  and  accuracy  of  Ioannes  Iocundus 
Veronensis;  who,  in  his  prefatory  epistle  to  Julian  de  Medici,  seems  to 
expatiate  upon  the  perils  and  perplexities  of  the  undertaking :  he  having 
ransacked  countless  hordes  of  MSS.  for  the  purest  text.*  This  impression, 
particularly  described  by  Bandini,  contains  286  leaves,  exclusively  of  16  of 
prolegomena,  wood-cut  plans,  ficc.  and  an  alphabetical  index  by  Marhanos, 
I  have  before  noticed  (Introduction  to  the  daisies,  voL  L  p.  226)  the  beau- 
tiful copy  of  this  edition,  upon  vellum,  which  enriches  the  Cracherode 
(from  the  Paris)  Collection ;  and  which  had  escaped  the  researches  of  BandinL 
The  third  edition  seems  to  be  a  mere  paginary  reprint  of  the  second. 

Cathcrina  da  Siena,  1482, 4to.  (Lucas  Antonius  Junta,)  The  first  book  of  the 
Junta  Press ;  reprinted  in  1483, 1494,  &c.  &c    See  page  252  ante. 

Catullus,  TibuUus,  Propertwt.  1505,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  This  edition  seems  to  be 
formed  upon  the  Aldine j  which,  from  the  preface  of  the  present,  was  pub- 
lished about  five  months  before  it.  The  editor  was  Benedktus  Philologus, 
who  dedicated  it  to  a  young  man,  of  great  promise,  of  the  name  of  Bonacur- 
rius  Pepius.  The  impression  also  contains  the  lives  of  the  three  poets  written 
in  Greek  and  Latin  by  Petrus  Crinitus.  It  contains  152  leaves.  I  make  no 
doubt  of  there  being  a  copy  or  two  upon  vellum— and  of  paramount 
beauty  too!    Mr.  Heber  possesses  it  upon  paper. 

Cei  Ciptadmo.  Franctscho :  Sonecti,  Capituli,  Canxone,  Serrme,  Stantc,  et  Strom- 
bocti  par,  «£c.  1503, 1514,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  The  first  edition  contains  62 
leaves,  exclusively  of  a  preliminary  epistle ;  as  counted  by  Bandini  from  a 
copy  in  his  own  possession.  Mr.  Heber  also  possesses  it.  The  second  contains 
58  leaves,  with  the  same  introductory  epistle.   Bandini  notices  a  copy  of  this 


*  "  Ego  quidem  (says  Iocundus)  in  eo  multum  elaboravi,  couquisivi  multa  tota 
Gallia  exemplaria,  quss  in  provinda  quod  multa  eo  semper  ex  Italia  translata 
sunt,  atque  ea  minus  predss  exposita,  ac  bellis  fuerunr,  multo  inoorrnptiora 
▼olumina  cuiusque  generis  reperiuntur,  contuli  omnia,  diligenter  excossi,  ncque 
raeo  tantum  iudicio  contentus  fui,  sed  quum  multa  undique  coUigissem,  eruditos 
plures  demum  Venetiis  convocavi,  eorumque  ingenhs  omnia  subieci  iudicanda, 
neque  quidquam  non  perpensum;  ex  quo  eflfectum  est,  at  panes  admodum 
restent,  quae  in  snum  nitorem  restituta  non  sint,  sed  eas  fortasse  atiquis  aliquando 
maculas  detereet,  nobis  id  satis  sit  egisse,  ut  perpaucss  omnino  reuquss  sint'  A 
little  before,  Jucundus  speaks,  positively  enough,  of  the  text  of  tins  impression 
being  much  more  correct  than  any  which  had  preceded  it  Bandini,  pt.  L 
p.  105;  pt.  ftp,  26,  63. 
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batteries  till  nearly  the  dose  of  the  sixteenth  century.  This, 
I  admit,  is  but  a  brief  and  unsatisfactory  account  of  the 
truly  distinguished  family,  to  whom,  as  the  concluding  part 
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second  edition '  upon  vellum,  with  the  initials  iUuminated '  in  the  Raccardi 
Horary:  pt  ii.p.9,72. 

Chr$$olora$;  see  '  Enckvianun  GrammaticesJ 

Cicero.  Opera  Omnia,  1534-7,  folio,  4  vols.  (L.  A.  Junta.)  The  editor  was 
Victorhis.  See  p.  255,  ante;  and  examine IntrocL  to  tfe  Homes,  vol.  i.  p.  254. 
These  magnificent  volumes  teem  to  have  much  fallen,  of  late,  from  their '  high 
estate.'  They  are  however  noble  specimens  of  editorial  skill  as  well  as  typo- 
graphical beauty.  The  only  known  copy  of  this  edition  upon  la  roe  papeb. 
is  in  the  library  at  Osteriey. 

*  Bketor.  Vet.  et  Noo.  1508,1515, 8va  (P.  Junta.)  The  prefatory  address 
to  the  first  edition  is  by  LaurentiusRomuleustoFraiiriscusCattaneus.  Indie 
whole,  148  leaves.  The  second  edition  contains  136  leaves,  exclusively  of 
11  leaves  of  Prolegomena '  worthy  of  being  known.'  The  dedication  is  by 
Nicolans  Angelina  to  Philip  Strozsi;  and  is  given  at  length  by  Bandini, 
pt  iL  p.  77.  It  holds  out  abundance  of  encouragement  to  possess  the 
.    De  Oratcrt:    De  Claris  Oratcrrikus;   Orator;    Tapka: 


ParHtimes ;  De  Opt.  Gen.  Orator.  1514,  1526,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  The  first 
edition  contains  249  leaves  of  text,  exclusively  of  6  of  an  *  Index  Rerum,' 
and  4  of  an  '  Index  Nominum.'  The  second  impression  (by  the  heirs  of 
Philip  Junta)  also  contains  249  leaves,  exclusively  of  the  10  leaves  of 
Indexes,  and  one  of  an  introductory  Epistle.  This  introductory  epistle,  by 
Lucas  Roma,  (which  is  pleasant  enough)  is  given  by  Bandini.  It  occurs  also 
m  the  first  edition. 

•.  Orationts,  1515, 8vo.  (P.  Junta).  The  editor  was  Nicolans  Angetius. 


His  prefatory  address  to  Latinus  Benassaios  is  reprinted  by  Bandini :  pt.  iL 
p.  83.  It  is  worth  perusal ;  as  it  informs  us  of  the  pains  which  both 
rVnaasains  and  Junta  took  in  presenting  the  pubnc  with  a  well-edited  and 
well-printed  volume.  The  printer  is  called '  vir  imprimendis  libris  exinria 
sfdnHtato  et  cura.'  '  Many  ancient  and  valuable  ms.'  are  said  to  have  been 
collated ;  '  and  the  book  conies  before  the  public  with  every  advantage  that 
new  types  and  careful  printing  can  give  it'  After  this  dedicatory  epistle,  we 
observe  an  Index  of  the  Orations,  xxix  in  number.  These  are  stated  by 
Bandini.  The  title,  dedicatory  epistle,  and  index,  occupy  the  first  7  leaves : 
then  a  blank  leaf.  The  text  contains  453  leaves.  Bandini  notices  a  copy  in 
the  Lena  collection,  '  upow  the  whitest  vellum.'  Happy  Lena !  A 
reprint  of  this  valuable  volume,  in  1519, 8vo.  is  noticed  in  rather  a  suspicious 
manner  by  Harwood,  edit  1790. 
.   Oratuma  Verrm*,  1515, 8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  Mention  of  this  edition 
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of  my  exertions  in  this  Decameronic  warfare,  I  have  been 
anxious  to  direct  your  attention.  Be  yours,  my  friends,  the 
profit  and  boast  of  a  careful  and  particular  enquiry  into 
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has  been  before  slightly  mode.  The  address  of  the  printer  to  Pighinoccras 
is  animated  and  interesting.  In  the  whole,  216  leaves.  If  a  portrait  of 
Pighinucrius  be  in  existence,  it  must  represent  an  object  of  no  mean  beauty : 
Ills  intellect,  also,  if  the  printer  have  not  used  '  glosing  words,'  apears  to  have 
been  of  equal  beauty  with  his  person.    Consult  Bandini,  pt.  ii.  p.  75. 

Cicero,  Orationet  Philippic*,  1515,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  An  address  by  the  son, 
Bernard  Junta,  to  Antonius  Nerlius,  precedes  the  text.  This  address  is  both 
'  pithy  and  pleasant.'    In  the  whole,  108  leaves. 

1  EpistoU  ad  Atticum,  1514,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  An  elegant,  architectural 

border  encircles  the  frontispiece.  The  text  contains  335  leaves ;  preceded  by 
12  of  prolegomena. 

EpistoU  Fomiliares,  1510, 1526,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  The  first  impression  is 
noticed  by  Bandini  upon  the  authority  of  Maittaire*s  Index,  pt  L  p.  286. 
The  second,  printed  '  by  the  heirs  of  P.  Junta,'  contains  256  leaves. 

Ttucularut  Qtuutiona,  1506,  1514,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  The  address  by 
Lucas  Bobia  to  Benivenius  precedes  the  text  of  the  author,  which  latter 
contains  97  leaves.  The  work  is  dedicated  to  Benivenius,  in  order  that  he 
may  be  solaced,  during  his  severe  infirmities,  by  the  perusal  of  it :  *  Verum 
quia  aliter  (says  Robia)  non  possum  tuis  roederi  languoribus,  adicriisqut 
rebus  subvenire,  meo  tuoque  solatio  hoc  vere  totius  Philosophise  panaramn 
tibi  nuncupatim  dico,  non  quod  dubitem  te  fortiter  dolores  non  ferre,  sed  ut 
fortius  feras.'  The  second  edition  appears  to  be  only  a  reprint  of  it.  Bandini 
refers  to  the  Italian  edition  of  Harwood,  1780,  p.  188 ;  and  to  the  PinelE 
Catalogue,  vol.  i.  p.  249.  A  third  edition  appeared  in  1532,  8vo.  containing 
103  leaves.  The  device  (no.  3)  and  an  '  Index  Rerum'  should  be  found  in 
this  third  impression,  which  has  the  usual  architectural  frontispiece. 

De  Natura  Deorum,  <£c.  1516,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  The  ten  different  pieces, 


of  which  this  edition  is  composed,  are  specified  by  Bandini.  The  editor  was 
Nicolaus  Budiiensis.  In  the  whole,  351  leaves.  At  the  end  is  a  privilege 
of  Pope  Leo  X.  and  an  '  Index  Rerum  Memorabilium*  which,  collectively, 
occupy  10  pages.  The  address  of  Bocinensis  to  Cardinal  Divhius  is  reprinted 
by  Bandini,  pt.  ii.  p.  109, 110. 

De  Officiii,  $c.  1508, 1513, 1517,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  The  first  edition  is 


given  upon  the  authority  of  the  Pinelli  Catalogue,  vol.  i.  p.  253.  The  second 
(containing  the  De  Amicitia,  De  Senectute,  De  Paradoxis,  De  Somnio  Scipwui) 
appeared  under  the  editorial  care  of  Robia,  whose  preliminary  epistle,  on  the 
jeverse  of  the  tide  page,  is  given  by  Bandini.  In  the  whole,  116  leaves,  with  2 
of  a  preface.  The  edition  of  1517  has  157  of  text,  and  4  of  prefatory  matter. 
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the  more  important  labours  of  their  press ;  and  be  per 
suaded  that,  when  you  consider  the  celebrity  of  those 
authors  and  editors  who  conducted  the  operations  of  the 
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The  editor  was  the  celebrated  I.  B.  Egnatius—  who  added  the  TtoLp6&o£ou 
Geo&of ou  *§pl  yqpn$  kp^vtlot.  and  CfveipQc  ^xtvlcovoc. 

Cbudiamu,  Opera,  1519,  8vo.  (Hered.  P.  Junto.)  The  editor  was  A.  F.  Var- 
chiensis.  In  the  whole,  175  leaves.  The  dedicatory  address  is  rather 
interesting,  and  promises  much  for  the  accuracy  of  the  text  of  the  poet* 
Bandini,  pt.  ii.  p.  143.    Mr.  Heber  possesses  a  copy  of  it. 

Dante  Commedia  dir^con  uno  Dialogo  circa  el  tito,  forma,  et  misurt  dello  Inferno, 
1506,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  In  the  whole,  312  leaves :  with  on  ode  to  Dante  by 
Beaivenios,  as  well  as  the '  Dialogue/  by  Manetti.  There  is  a  small  wood- 
cut of  Dante,  walking  in  a  wood,  and  met  by  three  wild  beasts.  This  occurs 
at  the  table.  Some  Sonetti  e  Cansoni  of  Dante  occur  in  the  edition  of  1597, 
see  below  •  Sonetti/  Sec  Mr.  Grenville  and  M».  Heber  possess  each  a  copy 
of  the  very  rare  edition  of  1503. 

Demetrius  Phalercut.  Gr.  1552,  8vo.  Apod  Juntas.  There  are  6  leaves,  including 
the  title-page,  of  Introductory  manner.  The  text  contains  96  numbered  leaves : 
then  one  leaf  of  '  Lapsus  Operarum.'  The  device,  both  at  beginning  and 
end,  of  a  snake  casting  its  slough,  very  rare.  A  copy  is  in  the  Bodleian 
library. 

Dumythu.  Oputcxda.  Gr.  1516, 8vo.  The  contents  are  thus  specifically  noticed  by 
Bandini:  '  De  Ecclesiastic*  Hierarchia:  De  Divinis  Nomraibus:  De  Ponti- 
fical! Dignitate :  De  Mystica  Tbeologia :  Epistolse :  Martyrium  SctL  DionysuV 
In  the  whole,  190  leaves.  Some  Greek  fragments  are  subjoined  at  the  end, 
from  Methodius,  or,  as  others  say,  Metrodorus.  The  privilege  of  Leo  X  at 
the  beginning  of  the  volume,  is  dated  Feb.  15, 1516- 

Echtgte  Vcrgilu,  Calphumn,  #c.  1504,  8*o.  (P:  Junta.)  Contains  159  counted 
leaves.  The  eclogues  of  Nemerianus,  Petrarch,  Boccaccio,  Mantuamu,  and 
PomponuuGaurkus,  are  also  incorporated  in  this  impression.  The  dedicatory 
epistle  to  John  Baptista  Basius,  by  Benedktus  Philoiogus  (as  given  by 
Bandini,  pt.  iL  p.  11)  is  exceedingly  interesting.  Mr.  Heber  has  a  copy  of 
thb  uncommon  book. 

Imdaridmm  Grammatics  Gr.  1514,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  This  rare  and  estimable 
volume  contains  the  Erotemata  of  C&rysoforos,  with  excerpts  from  Chalcondyiat, 
Theodoras,  Herodian,  Cato,  and  others.  The  imprint  shews  the  importance 
which  Philip  Junta  attached  to  the  impression.  In  the  whole,  288  leaves 
'  counted  over :'  the  device,  no.  3.  It  was  reprinted  in  the  ensuing  year, 
1516;  which  edition  Fabrkros  and  Maittaire  have  erroneously  called  the  first. 
This  latter  contains  285  leaves.  Consult  Bandini,  pt  iL  p.  54, 108.  Mr. 
Grenville  and  Mr.  Heber  each  possess  a  copy  of  it    In  1540  Benedict 
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Mine  press,  your  time  and  your  enquiries  will  not  have 
been  devoted  to  an  unworthy  purpose.  For  myself,  I 
am  free  to  admit  that  it  is  rather  a  reproach  to  a  few  of 
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(qu.  Bernard  ?)  Junta  reprinted  the  greater  portion  of  the  contents  of  these 
volume*,  without  the  preface,  which  edition  contains  S88  leave*.  The  device 
of  the  printer  accompanies  the  first  and  last  pages.  BandiuL  pt.  ii.  p.  253. 
Euripuk*.  Scholia  m  Sept.  Trag.  Gr.  1534,  8vo.  (L.  H.  Junta.)  First  edition  of  the 
Scholia  upon  the  first  Seven  Tragedies.  Four  introductory  leaves,  including 
title-page ;  not  numbered.  Then  293  leaves,  numbered.  The  imprint  on  the 
294th  leaf,  not  numbered.  See  the  note  •  in  the  Introd.  to  the  Classics,  vol  u 
p.  329.  A  copy  is  in  the  Bodleian  library ;  and  a  second  and  third  are  in 
the  collections  of  Mr.  Heber  and  Mr.  Grenville. 

Eutropku,  Herodian,  Aurelmi  Victor,  £c.  1517,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  Herodian  comes 
first  and  occupies  90  leaves ;  the  remaining  authors  fill  the  127  remaining 
leaves.  There  is  also  a  preface  of  four  leaves.  A  diploma  of  Leo  X.  and 
Politien's  preface  to  Herodian,  translated  by  him  into  Greek,  otc  are  also 
incorporated.  The  editor  was  A.  F.  Varchiensis.  A  fine  copy  of  this  only 
impression  of  £utropius  from  the  Junta  Press  should  not  be  hastily  '  forgone' 
by  the  eager  collector  of  ancient  classical  literature. 

Gauricu*  Pompowmt,  de  Sculptura,fe  1504, 8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  A  very  curious  and 
uncommon  book ;  treating  also  upon  Perspective,  Symmetry,  Physiognomy, 
Chemistry,  Colouring,  Ate.  A  part  of  the  preface— written  by  Antonius  Pla- 
cjdus  to  Lorenso  Stroasi  is  interesting  enough.  The  young  Stroxsi,  with  a  well- 
furnished  purse,  had  just  completed  the  structure  of  bis  palace—'  Nam  quid, 
rogo,  (says  the  editor)  potmt  fieri  convenientius,  quam  elegentissiinus  libellus 
Iuveni  dicaretur  elegantissimo,  quam  nova  ars,  ipsis  addita  liberalibus  octava, 
novam  adiret  domum,  et  qua*  quasi  octavum  haberetur  in  mundo  miraculum, 
decoratam  statuis,  decoratam  et  picturis?  Tu  igitur  munus  hoc  nostrum 
patxorinio  tuo  complectere,  et  quod  te  facturum  scio,  ne  de  tuis,  ne  de  Philippi 
fratris  tui  optimarum  litterarum  studiosissimi  manibus  umquam  temere  cadat ; 
nam  praeterquam  quod  hsac  saspius  legendo,  latinam  linguam,  quod  ego  in  me 
expertus  sum,  effidetb  exornatiorem,  et  vestram  pulcritudinem  relegetis,  fit 
vehementios  multo  vestri  Palatii  ornamenta  diligetis.  Vale.'  The  edition 
contains  46  leaves ;  and  a  copy  is  in  the  Magliabecchi  collection.  There  are 
also  the  Eclogues  of  Gauricus,  as  in  the  previous  edition. 

Gout  TheodoHGrom.  Jntrod.  Lib.  IV.  Gr.  1515,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  In  the  whole, 
213  leaves.  The  editor  was  Euphrosynus  Boninus.  A  rare  book  j  according 
to  Crevenna  in  his  own  Catalogue,  vol.  iii.  p.  13.  See  also  Maittaire,  vol  ii. 
p.  274,  note  (d.)  Mr.  Grenville  and  Mr.  Heber  each  possess  a  copy  of  it. 
It  was  reprinted  in  1526,  with  other  grammatical  opuscule,  including  the 
Enchiridion  of  Hephssstion,  by  the  heirs  of  Bernard  Junta;  of  which  latter 
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our  principal  collectors  that  the  name  of  Gitjnta  has  been 
held  by  them  in  such  comparatively  general  neglect:  for 
if  the  Alduses  and  Elikvibs  are  ranked  among  the  chief 
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(oontaioing  J84  leaves)  a  puticnkr  description  it  grren  by  Bnndini,  pi.  ii. 
pb  SOS,  Co  the  authority  of  Signor  LuccLeam.  The  Enchiridion  of  Hephettion 
was  separately  publislied  in  8*0.  ""'■■"■"g  it  leave*. 

Guaibeno  GisMni,  Pita  ii,  1510,  4to.  (L,  A.  Junta.)  Bandmi  mention*  ■  cop; 
of  it  dioh  villci  in  bis  own  coUettioo  ;  to  which  is  subjoined  ■  ■ammnrj 
of  the  Rules  of  the  Vullombrosa!  Order,  fcc.  in  fO  pages,  with  the.  date  of 
Sept  10, 1510.    Of  Gualberto,  see  vol.  i.  p.  76,  Bee. 

Hm«^oiiiRirtmro,Gr.l515,8TO.  (B.  Junta.)  With '  Aythomi  •  Sopkul*  Pr«- 
•adas.'  The  address  of  the  printer  to  laurentius  BencTcnius  is  on  the  rever.e 
of  the  title-page.  On  u  ii,  the  teit  of  AptrMnhn  begins,  conduding  on  the 
recto  of  c  am.  The  text  of  Hermogene*  occupies  the  remaining  part  of  the 
toJiuue,  as  far  al  C  mtf,  (seconil  set  of  signatures.)  having  the  device,  no.  3,  on 
the  reverse  of  the  same  leaf.  All  the  signatures  are  in  eights ;  and  after  i, 
comes  or.    The  richly  ■tared  libraries  of  Air.  Grefvrille  and  Mr.  Heber  each 

HcsMas.  Opera,  <Jt.  Gr.  1515,  Bra.  (P.  Junta.)  1540,  (B.  Jonla.)  Without  the 
Scholia ;  but  contoiuiDg  the  gcJden  verses  of  Pythagoras  and  the  moral  institutes 
of  Can),  fee  See  the  hured.tnthe  Classics,  toL  i.  p.  370,  where  the  warmest 
recommendation,  on  the  authorities  of  Fabriciut  and  Clement,  is  giren  in 
favour  of  the  Erst  of  these  edition*.  It  is  indeed  not  less  valuable  than  rare  ; 
and  fortunate  may  that  classical  collector  consider  himself  who  possesses 
a  copy  of  it  at  once  ample  and  nnsoiled.  The  editor  was.  Euphrosynus 
Boninus,  who  dedicates  it  to  Jacobs!  Diacetus, '  the  best  of  friends.'  It 
should  contain  S3  Leave*.  The  second  edition  (of  which  Mr.  Grenrille  and 
Mr.  Heber  possess  copies)  has  only  a  Latin  title,  but  the  content*  of  the 
work  are  wholly  in  Greek ;  and  it  contains,  in  addition,  Muuu,  OrrAeas,  and 
Phoeytida.  It  is  without  preface,  and  has  148  leave* — according  to  Bandied — 
(pt.  ii.  p.  73434)  which  an  not  numbered.  Both  editions  are  consequently 
requisite  to  the  curious  collector. 

Hagdmu.  Lexicm,  ISM,  Gr.  folio.  The  Greek  title,  in  1  lines,  is  over  the  large 
device,  as  at  page  tTf,  pott.  On  sign,  a  H,  Is.  the  address  of  A.  F.  Varchien.us 
On  o  in  the  text  begins,  and  runt  to  155  numbered  leaves.  On  the  revert* 
of  fol.  155  it  the  de-rice,  as  before  ;  and  the  date  as  above.  In  the  Bodleian 
library,  and  Mr.  Heber"!  collection. 

Hamtna.  Optra  Omnia,  Gr.  1519,  8vo.  (Hcred.  F.  Jonhe.)  The  first  volume, 
containing  the  Iliad,  comprises  194  leaves  of  teit,  S  of  a  prefatory  epistle, 

*  Incorrectly  printed  Aujonius,  ccc. 
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treasures  of  a  well-selected  library,  I  see  no  reason  why  the 
Giunti  tomes  should  be  considered  in  a  less  favourable  point 
of  view.  Indeed,  on  many  points,  I  should  give  them  a 
decided  preference. 
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and  64  of  supplementary  matter.  The  second  volume  contains,  in  the  whole, 
280  leaves.   According  to  the  authorities  quoted  in  die  Introd.  to  the  Classics, 
vol.  L  p.  390,  tiiis  publication  should  seem  to  be  a  mere  reprint  of  the  second 
Aldine  edition.    It  is  a  very  scarce  impression ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  of 
there  being  at  least  one  copy  upon  vellum  !  See  Bandini,  pt  ii.  p.  140-2. 
Horathu.  1503, 1514,  1519,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  '  These  editions  of  Horace  (says 
the  learned  and  competent  Mitscherlich)  may  be  numbered  among  the  more 
accurate  and  excellent  ones  of  the  poet.    They  are  too  much  neglected  by 
editors ;  although,  when  investigated,  they  will  be  found  to  contain  matter 
well  deserving  attentiou.'    Introd.  to  the  Classics,  vol.  i.  p.  405.    The  first 
impression  (as  indeed  have  all  the  subsequent  ones)  contains  an  illustration  of 
the  several  (nineteen)  metres  of  Horace,  from  the  critical  pen  of  Diomedes. 
The  last  edition  is  by  Bernard  Junta,  and  there  are  copies  of  it  which  contain 
different  devices,  both  at  the  beginning  and  end ;  and  have  certain  other, 
immaterial,  typographical  differences — noticed  by  Bandini,  pt  ii.  p.  149. 
The  second  and  third  editions  have  also  wood-cut  frontispieces.    The  first 
edition  contains  153,  (of  the  second,  Bandini's  copy  was  imperfect  at  the  end) 
and  the  third,  176  leaves.    Mr.  Heber  possesses  a  copy  of  the  third.    I  make 
no  doubt  of  there  being  some  very  few  copies  of  each  upon  vellum. 
Jutwi  Pollux.  Vocabularium,  Or.  1520,  folio,  (B.  Junta.)  A  perfect  copy  should 
contain  343  leaves,  exclusively  of  4  of  prolegomena.   The  impression  is  dedi- 
cated by  A.  F.  Varchiensis  to  our  famous  Thomas  Linacre.  See  Bandini,  pt  ii. 
p.  159.    Mr.  Heber  possesses  a  copy  of  it. 
Justma,  cum  Flora.  1510, 1522,  1525,  8vo.  (The  two  latter  by  the  heirs  of  P. 
Junta.)   The  first  impression  contains  ccini  leaves  exclusively  of  11  of  pro- 
legomena.   Baudini  observes  that  the  elder  Crevenna  (BibL  Creoen.  vol.  v. 
p.  44,  edit.  1775)  makes  mention  of  an  edition  of  Justin,  of  the  date  of  1510, 
without  indication  of  place  or  name  of  printer,  which  contains  the  lily  device 
of  the  Junta? ;  but,  adds  the  former,  I  never  found  this  mark  hi  any  volume 
before  the  Aulas  Gellius  of  1513/   Is  not  this  questionable?  The  second 
edition  is  noticed  on  the  authority  of  the  same  Crevenna  Catalogue.   The 
third  has  268  leaves,  besides  16  of  a  preface  and  index.    Each  of  the  two 
latter  contains  also  Vellehis  Paterculus ;  but  the  third  is  a  mere  copy  of  the 
second— of  which  Crevenna  tells  us  (ibid.)  '  Grssvius  en  faisoit  grand  cas.' 
JuvenaUs  et  Pershu.  1507, 1513,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  1519,  8vo.  (Hered.  P.  Junto.) 
Ruperti  regrets  that  no  one  has  critically  examined  the  first  of  these  editions, 
which  is  so  scarce  as  to  have  escaped  Bandini.  See  the  Introd.  to  the  Classics, 
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Lobemzo.  Have  you  not  forgotten  to  notice  the  Devices  f 

Lysandeb.  True,  and  I  thank  you  for  the  suggestion. 

These  devices  are  easily  dispatched.    The  oldest  of  them,  I 

think,  is  the  simple  JUur-<k4is,  thus — or  often  larger :  and 

generally  in  red. 
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vol.  ii,  p.  Mi.  I  smntabletn  mention  eithei  ■the  editor  or  the  arrangirsMuit  of 
the  coiiteotsofthevolnme.  Let  the  curious  look  sharply  after  it.  The  editor 
of  the  second  edition  (and  perhaps  of  the  third)  wu  Marianas  Tuccius, 
whose  dedicatory  epistle  to  A.  P.  AJhisjuf  precede*  the  text— which  contains, 
according  to  Baudini,  80  leavea.  The  third  edition  baa  the  nm  number  of 
leaves,  with  bu  address  of '  the  Poet  to  the  Reader.'  See  Baudini,  pt  ii. 
p.  48.  p.  138.  Mr.  Granville  paneiini  a  copy  of  the  second,  and  Mr.  Heber 
one  of  the  third  edition. 

Lactmtba.  1513,  Bio.  (P.  Junta.)  There  are  301  leaves  of  text,  preceded  bj 
8  of  prolegomena.  The  Kiccnrdi  collection  possesses  a  copy  vroH  VILLUS!. 
The  editor  was  Tucdns.  In  the  aune  year  the  '  Apologeticus  adverau* 
Geiitca'  of  Lactanthis  was  published  separately,  containing 47  leave*  without 
pre&ce.    The  '  Divinar.  Institut.  libr.  hi.'  form  lb*  chief  contents. 

f  will  I  1522,  8vo.  3  vol).  (Hered.  P.  Juntas.)  The  tint,  containing  the  first 
Decad ,  has  339  leaves,  exclusively  of  8  of  prolegomena,  and  an  ample  index 
of  67  leave!  at  the  end.  The  second,  containing  the  third  Decad,  hat  SSI 
leaves,  exclusively  of  8  of  '  an  epitome,'  and  an  indei  of  48  leaves.  The 
third  volume,  having  the  fourth  Decad,  contains  276  leaves,  with  43  of  an 
index,  and  6  of  an  epitome.  The  editor  wu  N.  A.  Bucinensis.  five  Books 
of  the  Fifth  Dread  were  first  printed  in  1532,  8vo.  containing  133  leave*. 
Baudini,  pt.  ii.  p.  {37,  is  worth  consulting. 

Lwctwi.  1511,  Bro.  (P.  Junta.)  The  editor  was  the  celebrated  Petms  Can- 
didus,  who  exerted  id!  bis  abilities  to  render  justice  to  the  text  of  tliis 
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Of  the  two  which  follow,  I  am  unable  to  state  with  accu- 
racy their  chronological  precedence :  and  shall  therefore  just 
take  them  as  they  are.    It  must  however  be  observed  that 
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distinguished  poet.  As  far  as  I  am  able  to  discover,  the  present  is  the  only 
impression  of  Lucretius  which  appeared  from  the  Junta  printing-office.  It 
will  be  esteemed  accordingly;  especially  if  (as  I  have  no  doubt  of  the 
existence  of  such  a  treasure)  the  copy  happen  to  be '  upon  choice  vellum.' 
The  text  of  the  poet  comprehends  exxv  leaves,  which  are  preceded  by  vin 
leaves  of  prolegomena,  and  various  readings,  with  xix  leaves  of  annotations 
by  the  editor.  The  impression  is  dedicated  by  Camfidu*  to  Thomas  Sotherinus. 
Mr.  Heber  possesses  a  copy  of  it. 

Macrobuu.  1515,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  This  impression,  the  only  one  of  Macrobius 
from  the  Junta  press,  comprehends  278  leaves  of  text  and  12  of  prolegomena. 
The  editor  was  the  indefatigable  Nicolaus  Angelina  Bucinensis,  who  dedicated 
it  to  I.  Salviatus.    See  Bandini,  pt.  ii.  p.  89. 

Missale— per  Petrum  Arrwabenc,  1497,  4to.  L.  A.  Junta.    Bandini,  pt  L  p.  7. 

—  VallombrosaU,  1505,  folio,  L.  A.  Junta.  Unknown  to  Bandini.  Consult 
vol.  i.  p.  85-5,  for  a  particular  account  of  this  very  rare  and  magnificent 
publication. 

—  Rcmmump  1516,  folio,  (L.  A.  Junta.)  A  magnificent  volume. 

1540,  4to.  (Hered.  L.  A.  Junt)  Adorned  with  a  great 


number  of  wood-cuts  of  Saints,  &c 

Ogfcsum  B.  F.  M.  See.  Urn.  Rom.  1496, 12mo.  1501,  8vo.  (L.  A.  Junta.)  The 
printer  of  the  first  edition  appears  to  have  been  a  relation  of  the  De  Spinas— 
('  loannes  Emericus  de  Spira.')  Bandini  notices  a  copy  of  it  upon  vellum 
in  the  library  of  Aloysius  Baronus ;  pt.  ii.  p.  268.  Of  the  second  edition  he 
also  notices  a  beautiful  copy,  upon  vellum,  with  the  wood-cut  borders 
illuminated. 

Oppianui.  De  Nature  ten  Veuatione  Pbcktm.  Gr.  1515,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  Editio 
PniNCEPS  of  the  treatise  upon  Fishes.  Hie  classical  reader  has  before 
(Introd.  to  the  Classics,  vol.  it  p.  98)  had  an  intimation  of  the  extreme  rarity 
and  value  of  this  impression ;  and  will  not  fail,  in  consequence,  to  seise  every 
opportunity  of  making  himself  master  of  such  a  treasure.  The  editor  was 
Bernard  Junta,  the  son  of  the  printer,  who  dedicates  the  volume  to  *  the  roost 
learned  Marcus  Musurus.'  There  are  no  numerals ;  but  according  to  Bandini, 
(pt  ii.  83)  the  impression  contains  from  a  to  h,  inclusively,  in  eights.  A  copy 
is  in  the  Bodleian  library,  and  another  is  in  the  Corsini  collection  at  Rome. 

Orpheus  et  Proclus,  1500, 4to.  (P.  Junta.)  Editio  Pbinceps.  Tiiis  very  scarce 
and  precious  volume  is  fully  described  in  the  Bibl.  Spenceriana,  vol.  ii 
p.  188.  Consult  also  the  Introd.  to  the  Classics,  vol.  i.  p.  101.  A  fine  copy 
Li  in  the  Bodleian  libmry.  Mr.  Grenvitte  also  possesses  it.   A  second  edition, 
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the  preceding  belongs  rather  to  Ltjc-Antonio  Gionta,  and 
that  the  following  was  used  by  his  brother  Philip. 
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The  most  imposing  of  the  Juntw  Devicetia  tlie  following; 
generally  introduced  at  the  end  of  their  folios — not  however 
but  that  there  may  be  more  than  one  variety  even  of  this 
stately  composition. 
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There  is  yet  a  different,  and  much  rarer  device,  used  by 
the  Giunti  family ;  and  that  is  (in  the  Demetrius  Phalereus, 
as  I  remember)  of  a  Snake  rising  among  lilies,  haying  cast 
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by  him  in  Latin  in  1489 ;  and  afterwards  in  Latin  in  1522,  8vo.  by  the  beiri 
of  P,  Junta — hairing  308  leaves,  exclusively  of  40  of  prolegomena  and  index. 
The  copious  prefatory  epistle  of  C.  V.  Collensis  is  almost  entirely  given  by 
Bandini,  pt  ii.  p.  180. 

Pdrorcha.  Le  Cou  Voigari.  1504, 1510, 8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  On  the  back  of  the  tide 
page  of  the  first  edition,  we  read '  Sonetti  &  Canxoni  di  Messer  Francesco 
Petrarca  in  Vita  di  Madonna  Laura.'  This  impression  contains  185  leaves. 
The  editor  was  Franciscns  Alpherias,  the  last  of  the  family  of  that  name. 
Consult  Bandini,  pt.  i.  p.  10, 11,  Sec.  It  is  a  volume  of  equal  interest  and  rarity. 
The  second  edition,  which  has  no  numerals,  contains,  according  '  to  the 
counting'  of  Bandini,  181  leaves,  and  is  printed  in  the  italic  letter.  There 
was  a  reprint  in  1515,  containing  193  numbered  leaves  of  text,  and  7  of  an 
index  of  the  Sonnets.  Of  this  edition  Mr.  Heber  possesses  a  damaged  and 
imperfect  (but  by  no  means  undesirable)  copy  upon  vellum  ;  in  fine  old 
ornamented  binding.  A  fourth  edition  appeared  in  1522,  8vo  .under  the 
editorship  of  Bernard  Junta.  The  title-page  has,  simply,  the  words  '  II 
Petrarca,'  within  an  architectural  border;  and  to  each  'Triumph'  a 
wood-cut  is  prefixed.  The  text  of  the  poet  is  comprised  in  180  leaves.  An 
alphabetical  index  of  the  beginning  of  each  Sonnet,  &c.  excerpts  from  the 
ancient  Italian  poets,  notices  of  errata,  &c— in  24  pages— conclude  the 
impression ;  which  is  both  rare  and  estimable.    See  Bandini,  pt.  ii.  p.  175. 

PhUotratu*  ct  CaUislrahts,  <Jc.  Gr.  1517,  folio,  (P.  Junta.)  A  very  desirable 
edition,  and  by  no  means  of  common  occurrence.  In  the  whole,  54  leaves. 
The  editor  was  Bernard  Junta.  Mr.  Grenville  possesses  an  edition  of 
1536,  8vo. 

Piautus,  1514,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  1522,  8vo.  (Hered.  P.  Junta.)  This  edition  is 
dedicated  to  Lorenso  de  Medici  (the  grand-son)  by  N.  A.  Budnensis,  whose 
prefatory  address  is  given  almost  entire  (in  nearly  5  pages)  by  Bandini.  It 
b  in  a  large  octavo  form ;  and  the  Grolier  copy  of  the  first  edition,  in  his 
Majesty's  library,  upon  vellum,  is  described  to  me  as  being  of  a  beauty 
*  hardly  to  be  matched.'  This  first  edition  contains  368  leaves.  Mr.  Heber 
bas  a  copy  of  it  The  second  edition,  put  forth  by  the  heirs  of  Philip  Junta, 
comprises  388  leaves,  with  8  of  prefatory  matter  and  an  index.  The  dedi- 
catory epistle  of  Bucinensia  also  accompanies  it,  with  an  *  advertisement'  at 
the  end  from  Simon  Carpentbarius.  Mr.  Grenville  possesses  a  copy  of  this 
second  edition.  In  1554,  the  heirs  of  Bernard  Junta  published  a  third 
edition,  in  8vo.  containing  precisely  the  same  number  of  leaves  as  the  second. 
See  Bandini,  pt.  ii.  p.  64, 174. 
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its  slough  below.  And  now,  my  friends,  I  must  not  only 
bid  farewell  to  the  Giunti,  but  discontinue  all  further  bib- 
liographical exertion . . . 
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Pfctarcfat.  ftte  Parallel*.  Or.1517,  fob©,  (In  asd.  P.  Junto.)  Emtio  Pbincbps. 
Sufficient  has  been  said  in  the  Irtirod.  to  the  Clatsict,  vol.  3.  p.  168,  to  induce 
the  classical  collector  not  to  forego  any  favourable  opportunity  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  this  desirable  volume.  There  are  344  leaves;  exclusively  of  the 
last,  with  the  largest  device.  The  Bodleian  copy  of  this  edition  was  formerly 
that  of  George  Fabricius ;  who,  from  a  ms.  note,  therein,  appears  to  have 
bought  it  at  Padua  in  1543.  Mr.  Grenville  and  Mr.  Heber  each  possess  a 
copy. 

Potmano  Angeh.  Statue  di,  1518,  8vo.  (B.  di  Giunta.)  In  the  whole,  35  leaves. 
An  estimable  little  volume,  but  rarely  ever  found  in  a  comfortable  condition! 

Pomponhu  Mela.  <£c.  1519,  8vo.  15S6,  8vo.  (Hered.  P.  Juntas.)  With  SoBtus, 
PubUut  Victor,  fe.  Each  impression  contains  225  leaves  Among  the  MSS. 
consulted  by  A.  F.  Varchiensis,  the  editor,  was  one  executed  in  the  Longo- 
bardic  character ;  but  the  text  had  been  hitherto  so  corrupt,  that  it  was 
hardly  possible  to  proceed  with  the  undertaking.  Let  one  of  these  editions, 
perhaps  the  first,  be  selected  to  enrich  our  classical  cabinets.  Mr.  Heber  pos- 
sesses the  second. 

Pontanus.  (I.  Jowaxaa)  Comma  Jmatoria.  1514,  8va  (P.  de  Junta.)  In  the 
whole,  196  leaves.  «  Multa  sunt  (says  the  editor  M.  Tucchis)  in  his  iocb  ac 
salibus,  quos  inspecturus  es,  quss  rerum  novitate  non  facile  intelligi  possunt 
Hssc  tu  in  fine  opens  elegantissime  interpretata  reperies  a  Petro  Summootio, 
viro  doctissimo,  et  Pontankss  discipline)  ac  nominis  stodiosisshno.'  Mr.  Heber 
possesses  a  copy  of  this  rare  book. 

Pontanus.  Opera  Omnia,  1530, 8vo.  (Hered.  P.  Juntas.)  Exclusively  of  the  index 
of  the  books  (at  the  end)  which  has  only  4  leaves,  there  are  272  leaves. 
The  preface  of  the  editor  A.  F.  Varchiensis  is  given  by  Bandini,  pt.  H.  p.  151. 

Porphyrins.  Gr.  1548,  folio.  (B.  Junta).  An  ornamental  title,  with  the  inscrip- 
tion '  Publicae  VtUitati/  &c.  The  editor  was  Victorius.  At  page  5  the  text 
begins;  concluding  on  the  129th  page.  Then  1  leaf*  Studiosb :'  followed  by 
addenda  of  3  leaves,  with  the  imprint  on  the  3d.  A  fine  copy  is  in  the 
Bodleian  library,  and  another  in  that  of  Mr.  Grenville. 

Pritciamu.  <}c.  Opera  Omnia,  1525,  4to.  (Hered.  P.  Juntas.)  The  contents  of  this 
desirable  volume  are  sped6cally  mentioned  by  Bandini,  pt.  ii.  p.  199 ;  from 
which  we  learn  that  a  perfect  copy  should  contain  320  leaves,  exclusively  of 
12  of  a  prefatory  epistle  and  index.  The  editor  was  the  indefatigable  A.  F. 
Varchiensis.  An  epistle  of  Nicolaus  Augelius  to  Hippolito  Medici '  juventutis 
ornamento  darissimo,'  is  in  part  given  by  Bandini,  with  the  prefatory  address 
of  the  editor  '  to  the  studious.'    In  1554,  4to.  die  heirs  of  Bernard  Junta 
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Whither  have  I  led  you  ?  Across  what '  mountains  and 
moors,*  along  what  rallies  and  glens,  have  you  traversed ! 
Into  what  recesses  —  up  what  toilsome  steeps,  and  down 
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put  forth  another  impression,  containing,  apparently,  precisely  the  sane 
number  of  leaves. 

QHbtttiianus.  1515,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  The  text  contains  270  leaves,  and  the  pro- 
legomena 4.  The  prefatory  epistle  of  Philip  Junta  is  reprinted  by  Bandini, 
pt  ii.  p.  95-4,  and  the  impression  is  by  no  means  of  common  occurrence.  It 
is  the  only  text  of  Quintilian  from  the  Junta  office.  See  Introd.  to  the  Clamct, 
voL  it  p.  186.    Mr.  Heber  possesses  a  copy  of  it 

Qmmtut  Curtius.  1507,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  On  the  reverse  of  the  title  will  be  found 
*  EndecasylJabon  Petri  Bargetani  super  Q.  Curtii  recognitione.'  In  the 
whole,  164  leaves.  Reprinted  in  1517,  containing  166  leaves.  It  was 
translated  into  Italian  by  Petrus  Candidus,  and  published  by  '  the  heirs  of 
Philip  Junta'  in  1519, 8vo.  containing  223  leaves :  again,  |n  1530, 8vo.  by 
the  satne ;  containing  the  same  number  of  leaves. 

Hamum  G.  B.  Viaggi,  1550,  folio,  3  vols.  (T.  Giunta.)  This  is  the  first,  and 
perhaps  the  rarest  edition.  It  was  reprinted  in  1559  by  the  same  printer,  and 
again  by  his  heirs  in  1563  and  1588.  I  know  not  why  De  Bure  (vol.  v. 
p.  190)  and  Brunet  (vol.  iii.  p.  106)  are  wholly  silent  respecting  the  first  two 
editions.    Mr.  Greuville  and  Mr.  Heber  each  possess  the  third,  of  1563. 

Rd  Rustic*  Scriptortu  J  515, 4to.  (P.  Junta),  1521,  4to.  (Hawed.  Ejusd.)  The 
.  editor  of  both  impressions  was  Nicolaus  Angelus  Bucinensis.  The  first  edi- 
tion contains  359  leaves,  including  the  prolegomena :  a  copy  of  it  was  '  in 
the  richly-furnished  library  of  the  Marquis  Lucchesini,'  and  Mr.  Heber 
is  also  the  fortunate  possessor  of  a  copy.  The  second  edition  contains 
the  text  of  Cato,  Varro,  and  Columella  in  218  leaves :  Palladius  in  125 
leaves,  and  an  Index  of  20  leaves.  The  same  preface,  of  Philip  Junta, 
and  the  same  prolegomena  are  reprinted  here ;  and,  from  Bandini,  pt.  if. 
p.  171-2,  there  should  seem  to  be  very  little  additional  matter  in  this  latter 
publication. 

SaUuttius.  &c.  1513, 8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  1527,  8vo.  (Hered.  Ejusd.)  These  im- 
pressions (which  were  preceded  by  one  of  1503,  having  80  leaves)  contain  also 
the  Orations  of  Cicero  against  Catiline,  &c.  The  editor  of  the  second  edition 
was  Tucrius ;  of  the  second  A..  F.  Varchiensis.  The  second  comprises  clviii 
leaves,  exclusively  of  vn  of  prefatory  matter :  the  third  has  144  leaves, 
with  8  of  prolegomena.  Bernard  Junta  took  a  share  in  the  publication  of  the 
third  edition.   Bandini,  pt.  ii.  p.  3, 46,  215. 

Samumaro.  Arcadia  del,  1514,  8vo.  (P.  Giunta.)  An  address  by  Bernard  Giunta, 
to  the  noble  poet  Sannasaro,  (given  by  Bandini)  precedes  the  text  In  the 
whole,  94  leaves;  with  the  device  no.  3,  at  the  end.   This  edition  was  ro- 

VOL.  II.  S 
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what  shuddering  precipices — have  I  endeavoured  to  conduct 
you  with  safety  I  ?  More  than  once  methought  I  saw  symp- 
toms of  disquietude;  and  more  than  once  I  fancied  that  you 
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printed,  with  an  ornamental  frontispiece,  by  the  faenm  of  Philip  in  1519, 8ro. 
containing  80  leaves. 

Sarmasaro.  Le  Rime,  1533,  8vo.  Printed  by  Bernard  Junta,  and  containing 
56  leaves.    Bandini,  pt.  it  pp.  57, 136,  231. 

Scncc*  Tragedi*,  1506, 1513,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  The  firtt  edition  contains  222 
leaves.  Bandini  lias  given  as  the  prefatory  epistle  of  the  ever-active  Bene- 
dictus  Philologns,  tlie  editor,  to  Dominicus  Benivenius — a  canon  of  St  Law- 
rence :  in  which  the  worthy  Philologns  expresses  himself  quite  transported 
with  the  theological  publications  of  the  said  Beneventus — especially  with  his 
'  Lamp  of  the  Religious '  ('  Lucerna  Religiosorum ')  which  he  is '  constantly 
admiring  and  embracing!'  Some  treatises  of  Philologns,  respecting  Dramatic 
Tragedy,  follow  this  enthusiastic  address.  Mr.  Grenville  possesses  a  copy  of 
this  rare  work.  The  second  edition  has  215  leaves.  It  seems  to  be  a  mere 
reprint  of  the  first.  Bandini,  pt  ii.  p.  19, 47.  I  make  no  doubt  of  there  being 
copies  upon  vellum. 

SOm  Italian,  1515,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  Ambrosias  Nicander  was  the  editor.  The 
impression  is  dedicated '  to  Lorento  de  Medici,  the  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  Florentine  Army  f  and,  in  this  dedication,  Nicander  seems  to  triumph 
over  the  inaccuracies  of  his  predecessors,  and  in  the  parity  of  the  text  which 
he  here  gives  to  the  public—'  proh  bone  Deas!  (says  he)  quot  subdhinsB 
ditiooes,  quot  mutila  inhonesto  vulnere  carmina,  quot  inversi  versus,  carie 
temporis  concrererunt,  quot  etiam  carmina  desiderantur,  qua  vetuatisshno 
exemplari  Roma  advecto,  carptim  collecta  compegimus.'  Bandini,  pt  it  p.  79. 
This  edition  contains  208  leaves.  At  the  end  of  the  volume,  just  before  the 
imprint,  we  observe  an  Epigram  of  Fabritius  Peregrinus.  Mr.  Heber  possesses 
a  copy  of  it.  The  impression  of  1518,  noticed  by  Maittaire,  vol.  ii.  p.  311, 
is  thought  by  Bandini  to  be  supposititious. 

Sonctti  t  Conjoin,  &c.  1527, 8vo.  This  very  rare  volume  (of  which  Mr.  Grenville 
and  Mr.  Heber  each  possess  a  copy)  comprises  the  Sonnets,  &c.  of  Dante,  of 
Cina  da  Pistoia,  of  Gmdo  Cavalcanti,  Arc.  and  contains  148  leaves,  exclusively 
of  4  of  introductory  matter.  Bandini,  pt  ii.  p.  212,  describes  a  copy  from 
his  own  collection. 

Sophocla,  cum  Scholw,  1522, 1547,  4to.  Gr.  (Hered.  P.  Junta.)  The  first  of 
these  rare  impressions  contains  194  leaves  of  text,  and  4  of  prefatory  matter. 
The  editor  was  A.  F.  Varcuiensis.  The  second  contains  precisely  the  same 
number  of  leaves.  They  are  both  uncommon  and  precious  editions,  espe- 
cially the  second  $  of  which  the  premtory  address  of  Bernard  Junta  is  suffi- 
ciently interesting.  Let  fine  copies  of  either,  (but  again  I  most  repeat,  more 
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wished  to  retread  your  steps,  and  to  avert  your  attention 
from  a  prospect  which  seemed  clothed  with  such  little 
verdure  and  luxuriance.    Yet  you  persevered  • . . 
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particularly  of  the  second)  receive  the  utmost  care  and  attention  by  the 
tasteful  in  classical  bibliography.  Mr.  Grenville  and  Mr.  Heber  possess 
copies  of  both  editions.    Bandini,  pt  u.  p.  187,  $41. 

Suetonius.  VtUt  dtmrum,  1510,  1515,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  The  first  edition, 
dedicated  by  Marianas  Tuccius  '  to  the  magnanimous  and  erudite  Youth 
L  B.  Nasias  *  contains  ci.xxix  leaves  The  dedicatory  epistle  is  judiciously 
given  by  Bandini :  p.  3S.  The  second  impression  has,  on  the  reverse  of  the 
title-page,  an  epigram  of  Carolus  Vivianus  '  ad  Soetonii  vindicem :'  then  a 
prefatory  epistle  of  A.  F.  Varchiensis  to  Aloysius  Rossius  (abridged  by  Ban- 
dinL)    In  the  whole,  184  leaves.    Mr.  Heber  has  a  copy  of  each  edition. 

Taekue,  1527, 8vo.  '  Iibri  quinque  nnper  inveuti.'  (hered.  P.  Junta.)  A  perfect 
copy  contains  364  leaves.    The  editor  was  A.  F.  Varchiensis. 

TertKtius,  1505. 1509, 1517,  8vo.  These  are  the  editions  of  Terence  executed 
in  the  office  of  Philip  Junta.  The  last  impression  was  published  by '  his  heirs.9 
The  annotations  relate  chiefly  to  the  metre,  with  compressed  remarks  from 
those  who  have  treated  of  Comedy  and  of  comic  metre.  The  first  edition 
contains  119  leaves,  besides  IS  of  prolegomena :  and  on  the  reverse  of  the  title- 
page  is ■  Endecasyllabon  Petri  Bargetani  ad  Terentium ;'  as  given  by  Bandini, 
pt.  fi.  p.  17.  The  preface  also  of  Benedictos  Philologos  to  Petrus  Crinitns  is 
reprinted  by  Bandini.  Of  the  second  edition,  Cardinal  Lomenie  de  Brienne 
had  a  copy  upon  vellum  ;  which  wanted,  however,  the  Prolegomena— 
and  I  think  it  was  of  this  copy  that  the  late  Mr.  Edwards  spoke  in  such 
warm  terms  of  commendation.  The  text,  as  before,  has  cxxx  leaves. 
In  BandinPs  own  copy,  both  of  this  and  of  the  preceding  edition,  the  first 
leaf  of  the  prolegomena  was  wanting.  The  third  edition  has,  like  its  precur- 
sors, 119  leaves  of  text,  with  IS  of  Prolegomena ;  but,  at  the  end,  which  is 
not  common  to  the  previous  impressions,  there  is  a '  Tractates  de  Comadia,' 
divided  into  zxi  sections,  and  an  '  admonition  to  the  studious/  which  latter 
is  reprinted  by  Bandini.  A  bad  copy  of  the  first  edition,  upon  vellum, 
was  in  the  Paris  collection :  Bibl.  Parti,  no.  191 j  which  was  sold  for  only 
41*  4s.   Mr.  Heber  possesses  paper  conies  of  the  second  and  third  editions. 

Ttttmtento.  II  Nuovo  (de  Greco  nuov.  trad.)  1530,  8vo.  The  translator  was 
BniccioIL   The  title  page  contains  the  lily,  as  in  the  first  fao-simile  above 


Theocritus,  Gr.  1515,  (P.  Junta.)  1540  (B.  Junta.)  Sufficient  has  been  said, 
( Intnd.  to  the  Clatsia,  vol.  IL  p.  S74)  on  the  authority  of  the  best  critics,  to 
render  these  editions,  especially  the  first,  no  mean  acquisition  to  the  cabinets 
of  the  critical  as  well  as  the  carious.   It  remains  therefore  only  to  remark,  in 
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Lorenzo.  And  have  been  richly  repaid  by  such  persevov 
ance.  From  Mentz  to  Rome,  from  Rome  to  Cologne,  from 
Cologne  to  Venice — then  to  the  minor  Italian  States — again 
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the  preseut  place,  that  the  first  impression,  according  to  Bandini,  pt.  5.  p.  72, 
contains  73  leaves ;  and  the  second,  78  leaves.  Two  prefatory  Greek  epistles, 
by  the  editor  Pandulphinas,  which  are  in  the  first  edition,  are  supplied,  in 
the  second,  by  a  Greek  life  of  Theocritus.  Mr.  Grenville  and  Mr.  Heber 
each  possess  a  copy  of  the  first  edition ;  and  Mr.  Heber  has  one  of  the 
second  edition.  Bandini,  I  suspect,  (at  p.  234,)  is  erroneous  in  stating  the 
second  to  contain  78  pages — instead  of  leaves.  How  many  pieces  of  grid 
'would  go  to  purchase'  a  lovely  vellum  copy  of  the  first  edition  ?(—) 
Stat  pretii  umbra!'  Mark,  gentle  reader,  I '  do  say'  a  '  lovely  vellum  copy/ 

Theodori  Grammatica,  Libr.  IV.  Gr.  with  Moscopulus,  and  the  Enchhdicm  of 
Hepkation,  <j>c.  The  editor  was  A.  F.  Varchiensis.  In  the  whole,  284  leaves. 
Bandini  is  particularly  minute,  frocu  a  description  of  a  copy  in  the  Lucchesmi 
collection :  pt.  ii.  p.  203.  It  should  seem  that  Hephestion  was  separately 
printed :  containing  52  leaves. 

Thucydida,  Gr.  1526,  folio,  Cum  Comment.  Antiquis.  (B.  Junta.)  The  device 
no.  2.  is  in  the  frontispiece.  In  the  whole,  159  leaves.  Each  signature  has  8 
leaves,  except  A  A,  which  has  only  six.  A  copy  is  in  the  collection  of 
Mr.  Heber.  Consult  Bandini,  pt.  ii.  p.  208 :  also  the  Introd.  to  the  Clattkt, 
voL  ii.  p.  292,  where  it  is  presumed  to  be  proved  that  an  edition  of  1506  is 
purely  supposititious.  This  Junta  impression  of  Thucydidcs  is  by  no  means 
a  book  of  common  occurrence. 

Valerius  Flaccus,  1503,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  Whoever  shall  attentively  read  the 
account  of  this  edition  by  Bandini,  pt.  ii.  p.  7,  will  be  convinced  not  only  of 
its  rarity  but  of  its  intrinsic  worth.  Consult  Introd.  to  the  Classics,  vol.  n. 
p.  299.  It  is  among  the  very  scarcest  of  the  Junto  books,  and  contains  100 
leaves.  Mr.  Heber  is  the  fortunate  owner  of  a  copy.  It  was  reprinted  in 
1517, 8vo:  with  an  epigram  etc.  of  Bargetanus,  in  praise  of  the  work,  on  the 
reverse  of  the  title-page.    This  second  edition  contains  96  leaves. 

Valerius  Maximus,  1517, 1526,  8vo.  These  editions  seem  to  be  precisely  similar 
to  each  other ;  each  having  228  leaves  of  text,  and  4  of  prolegomena.    Mr 
Heber  possesses  copies  of  them.    The  first,  with  the  same  prefatory  epistle, 
and  with  the  same  types,  was  reprinted  by  Melchior  Sessa  and  Petrus  de 
Bavanis,  at  Venice,  in  1523,  8vo. 

Virgilius.  Opera  Omnia,  1510, 8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  with  the  minor  poems  and  Prtapeia. 
Contains  ccctixi  pages.  The  editor  was  B.  Philologus;  whose  annotations 
upon  each  of  the  books  of  Virgil  follow  his  prefatory  epistle  to  Leonardus 
Dathus.  It  was  reprinted  in  1520,  8vo.  under  the  care  of  A.  F.  Varchiensis, 
containing  236  leaves,  exclusively  of  8  of  prolegomena,  and  63  of '  Analects 
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to  Paris . . .  (for  remember  how  you  delighted  us  with  your 
account  of  the  Sorbvnne  Press  /) 
Lysander.  No  more  of  this  «  if  thou  lov'st  me,  Hal.'  I  told 
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Virgiliana;'  but  each  copy,  inspected  by  Bandini,  was  imperfect.  Another 
edition  was  put  forth  in  1522,  4to.  with  wood-cuts,  and  the  Commentary  of 
Servius— printed  however  by  Gregorio  di  Gregori,  at  the  expense  of  L.  A. 
Junta— a  very  handsome  book.  Again  in  1543,  folio,  with  wood-cuts. 
Bandini,  pt.  ii.  p.  271. 

Virgitius.  Opera  Omnia,  1537,  folio,  (L.  A.  Junta.)  With  wood  cuts.  This  edition 
is  divided  into  parts ;  each  part  having  a  distinct  pagination. 

Vitruvius  et  Frontinus,  1513,  8vo.  (P.  Junta.)  1522,  8vo.  (Hered.  P.  Junt.) 
The  first  edition,  which  professes  to  be '  corrected  with  the  utmost  attention 
and  printed  with  the  greatest  care/  contains  187  leaves  for  the  first  author, 
and  24  leaves,  with  4  of  prolegomena,  for  f  the  second :.  followed  by  an  index 
of  23  leaves.  The  work  is  dedicated  by  I.  Jocundus  to  Julian  de  Medici, 
whose  introductory  address  is  abridged  by  Bandini  The  title-page  has 
rather  an  indifferently  executed  architectural  border.  There  was  a  separate 
edition  of  Frontinas,  in  the  same  year,  containing  34  leaves,  and  superintended 
by  the  same  editor.  But  let  the  enthusiastic  admirer  of  a  genuine  vellum 
Junta— of  the  amplest  use,  and  in  spotless  condition — resort  to  the  choice 
cabinet  of  Mr.  Dent  for  such  a  copy  of  this  first  edition  of  Vitruvius  and 
Frontinus.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  also  possesses  a  sound  and  perfect 
copy  of  this  first  edition  upon  vellum,  but  of  inferior  size.  These  gems 
were  unknown  to  Bandini — but  how  limited  is  the  widest  range  of  bibliogra- 
phical research ! !  The  second  impression,  put  forth  by  the  same  editor  and 
dedicated  to  the  same  distinguished  character,  comprises  192  leaves  for 
Vitruvius,  and  24  for  Frontinus.  I  once  possessed  a  tall  copy  of  it,  upon 
paper,  in  fine  old  binding  \.  which  was  not  obtained,  however,  without  a  sharp 
contest  with  my  friend  Mr.  Utterson— nor  brought  off  from  the  field  of 
combat  under  the  sum  of  2/.  8s.  /  Mr.  Grenville  and  Mr.  Heber  possess  copies 
of  both  editions. 

Zenobii  Epitome  Proverbiorum,  Gr.  1497,  4to.  (P.  Junta.)  Editio  PaiNCEPS* 
This  very  rare,  curious,  and  covetable  volume  will  be  found  fully  described  in 
the  Bibl.  Speuccriana,  vol.  iv.  p.  58.  The  Bodleian  library  has  a  duplicate 
copy  of  it 

XcnophonHs  Opera  Omnia,  Gr.  1516, 1527,  folio,  (P.  Junta.)  Editio  Pbincsps. 
Corrupt  and  faithless  as  the  text  of  this  impression  has  been  deemed  by 
competent  critics  (see  Inirod.  to  the  Classics,  vol.  ii.  p.  345)  it  has  nevertheless 
served  as  the  basis  of  many  subsequent  editions,  and  should  yet, '  with  all  its 
imperfections  on  its  head,'  fill  a  quiet  coiner  upon  the  shelves  of  the  curious. 
Bandini,  (pt.  it  p.  101)  who  consulted  Cardinal  de  Brieune's  copy,  has  given. 
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you,  at  the  beginning,  that  the  bibliographical  Panorama 
placed  before  you  was  both  extensive  and  particular :  and 
I  was  resolved,  if  you  continued  to  survey  it  with  interest, 
to  use  my  best  exertions  in  performing  the  part  of  Cicerone 
on  the  occasion— for 


Books  Printed  bt  thk  Givnti. 

a  particular  account  of  the  contents ;  which  appear  to  occupy  190  leaves. 
The  editor  was  Euphrosynus  Boninus ;  who,  in  bis  preface,  speaks  in  sack 
high  terms  of  the  spirit,  seal,  liberality,  and  perseverance  of  Philip  Junta— 
especially  in  his  efforts  towards  the  restoration  of  Greek  literature— that  it 
makes  one's  very  heart  <  dance  lustily'  on  the  perusal  of  it!  Unluckily  far 
Junta,  the  MS.  from  which  he  printed,  although  ancient,  happened  to  he 
sadly  corrupted.  The  reprint  of  1517,  by  his  heirs,  is  a  copy  of  all  the  faults 
of  its  precursor.   Mr.  Heber  possesses  a  copy  of  the  first  edition. 

Thus,  courteous  reader,  hast  thou  travelled  with  me  a  long,  but  I  trust  not 
dreary  or  fruitless,  way,  midst  the  Juntine  territories.  In  other  words,  thus  have 
I  fulfilled  the  promise  held  out  at  page  156,  ante.  Be  it  remembered,  however, 
that  the  preceding  publications  are  scarcely  a  third  of  those  which  issued  from  the 
Junta  press :  and  of  those,  just  described,  the  details  are  to  be  considered  rather 
as  sketches  than  finished  descriptions.  Yet  the  material  parts  are  presumed  to  be 
mentioned.  My  guide  has  been  almost  entirely  Bandini,  who  most  be  responsible 
for  the  errors  committed.  I  might  have  swelled  the  list  of  repositories  where 
copies  are  to  be  found,  by  adding  those  in  the  Althorp  library ;  but  my  chief 
object  in  view  was,  to  give  an  account  of  the  editions  of  thk  Greek  and 
Latin  Classics  :  and  nearly  the  whole  of  these,  I  should  hope,  have  been 
faithfully  brought  under  notice.  Let  the  collector  act  accordingly.  The  Italian 
Classics  also  have  not  been  lost  sight  of;  but  why  does  Hippolito  continue 
to  hesitate  in  gratifying  the  wishes  of  his  friends  and  the  public,  by  furnishing 
a  Guide  to  the  choice  of  rare  and  valuable  Books  in  the  chief  branches 
of  Italian  Literature?  Haym  is  desultory,  superficial,  and  unsatisfactory. 
Even  an  octavo  volume,  of  some  500  pages,  *  By  Samuel  Welier  Singer'  (I 
merely  borrow  the  9th  line  in  the  title-page  of  <  Researches  into  the  History  of 
Ploying  Card*,'  £c.  1816,  4to.)  would,  I  am  sure,  be  received  in  a  manner 
the  most  creditable  to  its  author. 

To  describe,  even  briefly,  the  whole  of  the  Junta  publications  would  be 
equally  a  waste  of  time  and  of  paper.  It  remains  to  see  how  far  a  description  of 
the  greater  portion  of  the  more  valuable  works  of '  the  second  press  in  Itai  t, 
after  the  Aldine'  (so  Crevema  rightly  designates  it)  will  have  operated  to  the 
eapansion,  if  not  creation,  of  a  Gtunfa-Taste;— let  the  word  Mama  henceforth 
disappear— if  it  must  and  can  disappear! 
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I  own  the  glorious  subject  fires  my  breast, 
And  my  soul's  darling  passion  stands  confest ! 

You,  yourselves,  are  the  best  judges  with  what  fidelity  and 
success  such  part  has  been '  enacted/  See,  we  are  summoned 
to  dinner! 

Lorenzo.  '  Unkempt  as  ye  are/  ye  shall  be  right  wel- 
come to  the  viands  which  await  you.  Lysander  will  not 
only  have  richly  earned  his  dinner  repast,  but  he  will  re- 
ceive, I  am  quite  certain,  the  heartiest  assurances  of  the 
intellectual  entertainment  he  has  afforded  to  the  circle  which 
surrounds  him.  But  who  wields  the  bibliographical  sceptre 
to-morrow  ?  Or  to  whom,  borrowing  the  c  romaunt '  mode 
of  speaking,  do  you,  Lysander,  throw  down  the  gauntlet? 

Lisabdo.  I  hold  myself  in  duty  bound  to  be  the  Cham- 
piortQf  the  three  ensuing  days  of  this  Decameronic  cam- 
paign ;  and  will,  in  some  measure,  resume  the  subject  with 
which  Lysander  has  concluded.  At  least  it  will  be  a  njore 
superficial,  yet  not  wholly  uninteresting,  continuation  of  the 
same.  Remember  how  often  the  Portraits  of  Printers  have 
been  mentioned — and  Ornamental  Printing  too ! 

Almansa.  To  Belinda  and  myself  these  subjects  will  be 
infinitely  more  interesting ;  for  I  own  that  even  the  Giunta 
discussion,  in  spite  of  the  lilies  and  youthful  supporters  by 
which  it  was  upheld,  made  no  very  forcible  impression  upon 
my  taste.  • . 

Lisabdo.  Downright  heresy !  And  this,  too,  after  the 
labours  of  him  who  so  gallantly  displayed  the  banner  upon 
which  these  ornaments  were  impressed !  I  begin  to  despair 
of  you. 

Lysanpeb.  You  need  not  You  mistake  the  courtesy  of 
an  obedient  wife  for  the  dispassionate  judgment  o£  a  pro- 
fessed critic.  .  The  opinion  of  Almansa  is  probably  guided 
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by  a  consideration  of  the  narrator,  rather  than  of  the  sub- 
ject narrated. 

Belinda.  You  are  pleased  to  be  saucy  and  severe.  But 
see,  another  dinner  summons  ! 

Lorenzo.  Away,  away :  settle  all  differences  over  nec- 
tarines and  nuts.    It  grows  late  and  dark. 


The  following  morning,  betimes,  Lisardo  took  an  early 
breakfast  He  then  retired  into  the  Library,  arranged  his 
materials  for  discussion,  and,  as  the  day  promised  to  be  sin- 
gularly fine  and  exhilarating,  he  called  the  circle  around  him 
at  a  somewhat  earlier  hour — in  the  hope  of  an  early  coneln- 
sion,  in  order  to  '  taste  the  noon-tide  air,' — while,  in  a  strain 
of  good-humoured  confidence,  he  thus  began  to  exercise  bis 
monarchical  authority. 
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ARGUMENT. 

Decorative  Printing.  Imaginary  and  Authentic  Por- 
traits of  Printers.  Tiflc-Pages :  simple  and  ornamental. 
Capital  Initials.  Wood-cut  Portraits  of  eminent  Characters. 
Comparison  between  the  ancient  and  modern  art  of  Print- 
™g-  Of  Paper  and  Vellum.  Modern  English  Printers  of 
Eminence. 


i 


&t\>ent{)  Bap. 


^■_jm[  T  is  with  the  most  perfect  sin- 
cerity that  I  acknowledge,  in  the 
outset  of  my  remarks,  a  conviction 
of  my  inability  to  do  justice  to  the 
part,  however  trivia),  which  has 
been  allotted  to  me.  After  a 
narrative  so  copious  and  instruc- 
tive as  the  one  with  which  you 
have  been  recently  gratified,  it  really  does  seem  not  a  little 
vain  and  presumptuous,  on  my  part,  to  endeavour  to  extend 
the  links  of  so  curiously  a  wrought  chain  of  discussion.  Yet 
you  will  take  the  will  for  the  deed ;  and  give  me  credit  for 
heartiness  in  the  cause,  however  I  may  fail  to  promote  it  by 
any  essential  effort. 

All  my  eagerness,  or  rather  vehemence,  seems  to  desert 
me  on  a  sudden.  I  could  urge  enquiries,  or  start  objec- 
tions, easily  enough,  when  the  brunt  of  the  discourse  fell 
upon  Philemon  or  Lysander ;  but  now  that  I  am  to  -net  the 
chief  part  in  this  Decameronic  drama,  I  feel  a  sensible 
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difference  between  my  former  situation  and  the  present 
Again  therefore,  as  a  novice  compared  with  my  master, 
Ltsandeb,  I  must  claim  all  your  indulgence  and  generosity 
to  overlook  the  imperfections  in  what  you  are  about  to  hear 
as  '  the  oracle  of  the  day/ 

Philemon.  You  need  not  quake  with  apprehension. 
Our  brows  are  rather  distended  with  pleasurable  anticipa- 
tion, than  contracted  with  fastidious  anxiety. 

Belinda.  The  Ladies  will  infallibly  take  your  part 

Lisabdo.  At  least  I  may  rely  upon  the  warm  support  of 
one  of  them!  .  .  . 

Almansa.  Make  not  too  sure  of  that  I  may  choose  to 
display  my  Duns-Scotus  powers  of  disputation,  and  thus 
entangle  you  in  subtleties  from  which  you  will  with  diffi- 
culty extricate  yourself. 

Lisabbo.  If  that  be  the  only  fearful  object  of  apprehen- 
sion, I  shall  undoubtedly  proceed  with  alacrity  and  con- 
clude with  eclat  And  so  '  to  the  mark  at  once.'  The  art 
of  printing  was  no  sooner  generally  established  throughout 
Europe,  than  Title-Pages  were  introduced :  in  other  words, 
the  building  itself,  however  elegant  or  durable,  was  thought 
to  be  incomplete  without  the  appendage  of  a  vestibule— far 
such  I  choose  to  consider  a  title-page  in  reference  to  a 
printed  book.  Perhaps  however  you  would  wish  me  to 
make  good  my  promise  respecting  Imaginary  Portraits  of 
Printers,  before  I  come  to  the  illustration  of  Title-Pages  ? 

Lorenzo.  If  you  please;  for  so  I  think  you  arranged 
the  topics  of  discussion  at  the  conclusion  of  Lysander's  dis- 
course, 

Lisabdo.  With  all  my  heart,  then.  I  have  often  been 
disposed  to  wonder  why  our  ancient  printers,  good  souls,  in 
the  very  simplicity  of  their  hearts,  did  not  at  first  favour  us 
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with  their  Portraits  instead  of  their  Devices.  It  should  seem 
to  have  been  the  readier  and  more  natural  way.  Yet  I  own, 
in  Germany,  during  the  time  of  Fust  and  Schoiffher,  I  do 
not  remember  that  there  existed  any  artist  distinguished  for 
the  success  of  his  talents  as  a  portrait-painter ;  and  all  the 
representations  which  have  reached  us,  as  those  of  the  grand 
typographical  triumvirate,  Gutenberg,  Fust  and  Schoiff- 
heb,  must,  I  fear,  be  classed  under  the  head  of  fictitious 
resemblances.  Of  Schoiffher  however,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  no  portrait  has  been  even  attempted  in  any 
of  the  old  bibliographical  works  of  respectability. 

The  two  De  Westphalias*  (John  and  Conrad)  are 
probably  the  first  upon  record  whose  physiognomies  have 
been  honestly,  but  unsuccessfully,  executed.  I  say  honestly; 
because,  as  far  as  I  remember,  those  portraits  do  not  appear 
attached  to  any  publication  from  a  different  printer ;  and, 
where  they  occur,  are  evidently  intended  to  be  received  as 
the  bona-fide  representations  of  John  and  Conrad  de  West- 
phalia. I  say  also,  '  unsuccessfully ;'  because  more  misera- 
ble performances  were  surely  never  impressed  upon  paper  ! 
Colakd  Mansion  is  another  early  printer  whose  genuine 
portrait  f  (at  least  whose  portrait  as  intended  to  represent 
the  original)  is  unquestionably  in  existence,  although  it  was 
not  till  lately  that  we  saw  it  introduced  in  the  form  of  an 
engraving.  And  thus  limited  appears  to  be  the  ancient 
school  of  portrait-painting  connected  with  the  legitimate 
resemblances  of  Printers.  Of  Sweynheym  and  Pannabtz, 
of  the  De  Spibas,  of  Jenson,  Valdabfeb,  Zarotus— 

*  The  two  Db  Westphalias.]  Fae-similes  of  the  portraits  of  the  above- 
mentioned  '  John  and  Con  bad,'  will  be  seen  at  p.  149,  ante. 

t  CoLAan  Mansion's— genuine  portrait.]  This  portrait  is  from  an  illuminated 
MS.  It  was  first  given  by  Lambinet,  and  afterwards  appeared  in  the  BibL 
Spenocriana,  toL  I  p.  284. 
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and  a  hundred  others — I  never  heard  of  any 
likenesses.  It  is  with  an  aching  heart  that  I  make  this 
declaration ;  and  you  will  all,  I  am  sure,  sympathise  in  the 
same. 

Lorenzo.  Most  true  it  is,  I  fear ;  and  most  heartily,  for 
my  part,  do  I  express  such  sympathy. 

Lisardo.  Now  then  for  the  School  of  Forgeries  of 
Printers'  Portraits.  To  begin  with  our  Caxtok.  Would 
you  believe  it,  a  portrait  of  Burchibllo,  an  Italian  poet 
of  the  xvith  century,  was  most  wickedly  foisted  into  the 
public  notice  by  Ames  as  that  of  William  Caxton  ?*  Yet 
Ames,  on  second  thoughts,  must  not  be  too  severely  cri- 
ticised. As  an  antiquary  in  the  art  of  engraving,  his 
knowledge  was  exceedingly  limited;  and  it  was  sufficient 
for  him  that  the  name  of  FaUhorne  was  subscribed  to  a 
book  of  drawings,  in  the  Harleian  Collection,  purporting 
to  be  Portraits  of  Printers— in  which  this  identical  portrait 
appeared !  And  so,  a  draped  head  (as  the  phrase  is)  of 
Master  Burchiello,  aforesaid,  came  forth  as  that  of  the 
venerable  and  our  well-beloved  William  Caxton !  Outrageous 
scandal  and  reproach  !  Herbert  copied  the  head,  and  thus 
continued  the  delusion.  Time,  however,  which  in  the  end 
( bringeth  all  things  to  light,'  detected  the  deception ;  and 
Caxton  will  in  future  be  remembered  from  his  printing 
rather  than  from  any  genuine  resemblance  of  his  countenance. 

His  pupil  and  successor,  Wtotyn  De  Wobde,  has 
shared  a  similar  fate.f    About  a  month  ago,  in  examining 

*  portrait  of  Burchibllo— published  at  that  of  Caxton.]  The  reader  may 
be  pleased  to  consult  the  recent  edition  of  the  Typog.  Antiq.  ofGr.  Britain,  voL  i 
p.  cxxviii  for  some  account  of  forgeries  of  Caxton's  physiognomy ;  and  faring 
p.  Ixxiii  of  the  same  volume,  he  will  find  fac-similes  of  these  forgeries. 

t  Wynkyn  Dk  Words— hat  shared  a  similar  fate.]  Torn  again,  gentle  reader, 
for  one  moment  only— to  vol.  ii.  of  the  work  twice  before  just  referred  to'   and 
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some  of  the  odds  and  ends  of  my  library,  I  chanced  to 
stumble  upon  a  tiny  duodecimo  volume  containing  the  fol- 
lowing portrait 


You  see  whose  genuine  portrait  this  old-fashioned  looking 
gentleman's  is?  That  of  Ioachim  Rincelbebgids,  of 
Antwerp.*    '  No  such  thing,'  says  Master  Faithorne — '  il 

at  page  i  of  Ihe  node  •  Wmn  D*  Woa»£,'  alaw  the  jaatice  of  the  '  aEcpCV- 
cues,'  aifural  there,  rBpecttoc  the  '  foppcaaj  portrait '  of  oar  Wjokjm  !  What 
I  had  atnmglj  — tfdaaltd,  at  length  tarn*  oat  Id  be.  Liwdo  hat  anewn  that 
poor  Wjnkyn,  to  thai  raped,  faBon  the  fate  of  hb  awtcr  and  ctntaBporarj. 
to— It  aan  Ihe  arte  to  (he  auat  pace,  whereto  we  God  that  the 
'  Hica*a»  Jobwi'  ar  '  Jon*,'  >  oolj  ■ 


dbjaawtbe 
*  that  tf  loMBiia  Rm-ji 
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is  the  portrait  of  Wynkyn  De  Worde ;  and  so  I  choose  to 
c  under-write  him.9  What  capricious  impulse  could  have 
induced  Faithorne  (for  Ames  and  Herbert  followed  after, 
as  a  matter  of  course)  to  substitute  the  head  of  a  foreign 
commentator  and  critic,  thus  clumsily  clad,  for  that  of  the 
lively  and  ingenious  W.  De  Worde — is  beyond  my  saga- 
city to  divine  ? !  But  true  enough  it  was  so  adopted,  and  so 
generally  received — to  the  shame  of  Faithorne,  and  to  the 
want  of  good  luck  in  the  antiquaries  who  succeeded,  in  not 

bergius,  above  given,  is  to  be  found  at  the  end  of  his  *  Efagoniie,'  printed  by 
John  Graphsus  at  Antwerp  in  1599*  8vo.  and  containing  the  following '  Invitation 
to  Youth'  in  the  frontispiece,  by  a  brother  of  the  printer : 

Studiose,  et  elegans  puer, 
Vis  Elegantias  roeras, 
Quibus  vel  elegantior* 
Vel  purior,  vel  tersior, 
Fias?  libellum  huuc  parvulum 
Emptum  ssre  paruo,  ter,  quater 
Lectum,  relectum,  ediscito. 

The  same  portrait  is  also  contained  in  another  treatise  of  Ringelbergius,  which 
I  remember  to  have  seen  in  an  old  volume  of  miscellaneous  Latin  tracts  belonging 
to  Mr.  Major;  and  which  that  enterprising  bibliopolist  appears  to  have  omitted 
to  notice  in  his  account  of  the  same  volume  at  no.  1665  of  the  Supplement  to  bis 
Catalogue  of  1816. 

As  to  Ringelbergius  himself,  I  can  with  safety  recommend  the  reader  to  the 
entertainment  to  be  derived  from  the  pages  of  Melchior  Adam  (Fit*  Erudtionun, 
4pc.  pt.  v.  p.  38-39)  respecting  the  attainments  and  peculiarities  of  this  wondrous 
personage.  How,  to  say  nothing  of  his  perpetual  epistles,  lectures,  commentaries, 
&c.  See.  it  chanced  that,  in  a  voyage  at  sea,  at  midnight,  not  being  able  to  sleep, 
and  finding  some  soldiers  upon  deck  in  the  same  restless  or  vigilant  mood,  be 
gave  his  military  auditors  a  lecture  upon  the  motion  of  the  heavenly  bodies ;  and  of 
the  succession  of  the  seasons,  months,  and  days,  &c.  And  all  this  was  effected 
with  so  much  simplicity  and  perspicuity,  that  his  auditors  perfectly  comprehended 
the  structure  of  the  globe,  Ace.—'  Thus  (adds  Melchior  Adam)  coinciding  with 
Pliny,  that,  all  time,  not  devoted  to  instruction,  Bingelbergius  conceived  to  be 
lost!'  This  Wynkyn  De  Worde-prototype '  taught  all  the  day  long,  from  rise  to 
set  of  sun ;  with  the  exception  of  one  half  hour  devoted  to  his  dinner.'  *  Ringel- 
bergium  (says  our  Melchior,  very  emphatically)  nihil  oepit ;  nisi  quod  divinum, 
quod  honestum,  quod  sstemunt.'  To  foist  the  head  of  such  a  sublime  genius  upon 
the  public  as  that  of  our  Wynkyn  De  Worde !  Proh  dolor — et  proh  pudor ! 
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having  stumbled  upon  the  genuine  print  Yet  more  of  for- 
geries connected  with  the  portraits  of  our  earlier  Printers! .  . 
for  you  must  have  remembered,  ere  this,  that  the  portrait  of 
Richard  Pynson,  as  represented  by  Ames  and  Herbert, 
is  also  a  fictitious  resemblance.*  In  other  words,  it  is  deci- 
dedly and  unequivocally  the  portrait  of  GoEB^us,an  eminent 
physician  about  two  centuries  ago.  As  English  antiquaries 
we  may  be  permitted  to  regret  such  bungling  and  barefaced 
cheats ;  and  trust  that  no  future  Bibliographer  will  have  the 
hardihood  to  palm  upon  the  public  faith  in  like  manner. 
Yet  there  have  been  similar  cheats  practised  abroad,  in  the 
earlier  annals  of  the  press. 

Lorenzo.  I  rejoice  that  we  do  not  stand  insulated  in 
this  respect     Explain. 

Lisaado.  You  shall  hear  immediately.  What  think  you 
of  one  Jacobus  De  Breda,  of  Deventer,  about  the  year 
14S0,  gravely  borrowing  a  figure  from  the  Speculum, 
printed  with  wooden  blocks,  to  represent  himself  !f  You 
seem  amazed ;  but  have  here  both  the  original  and  copy — 
so  that  you  may  judge  for  yourselves. 

*  the  portrait  of  Richabd  Pynson — a  fictitious  raemblanceJ]  Consult  vol  iL 
art  <  Rich aud  Pynson/  p.  x,  for  an  account  of  this  forgery.  A  fao-simife  of 
the  imposing  head  of  Gorneus  himself  faces  the  beginning  of  the '  Pynson*  article. 
The  original  portrait  of  Gomsus  seems  to  have  been  executed  at  the  expense  of 
Andrew  Wecbel,  the  printer — according  to  the  following  lines  which  are  sub- 
joined to  it: 

Indeftnitum  ne  quid  libro  tsstt  m  isto 

Ilium  etiam  pingi  piacuit  qui  cetera  pmxit. 

A.  Wechelvs  l^pogr. 

The  same  portrait  probably  first  appeared  in  the  Promptuarium  Icomm,  1578, 
4to.  p.  S00 ;  where  a  brief  account  of  the  talents  and  reputation  of  Gornras  is 
added.  I  take  it  that  it  was  rather  from  this  print  (of  nearly  the  same  dimensions 
.as  the  one  given  by  Ames)  that  Faithorne  made  his  copy. 

t  Jacobus  de  Breda— borrowing  a  figure  from  the  Speculum,  to  represent 
himself.']  It  is  in  the  frontispiece  of  an  edition  of  Horace's  Art  of  Poetry,  in  black 
letter,  4to.  without  date,  (formerly  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Singer)  that  the 
second  of  the  above  fac-similes,  meant  for  the  printer. Jpmself,  is  taken.  The 
original  occurs  in  one  of  the  cuts  of  the  edition  of  the  *  Speculum  Humane 
Salrationis,'  described  in  the  Bibl.  Spenceriana,  vol.  iv.  p.  551-4. 
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Such  deceptions  were  by  no  means  confined  to  the  Low 
Countries.  Although  the  Parisian  Printers  have  not  en- 
deavoured to  palm  upon  us  any  of  the  portraits  of  their 
more  celebrated  printers,  yet,  in  the  instance  of  one  Mat- 
thew Bolsec,  the '  good  city  of  Paris '  does  not  escape  the 
imputation  of  forgery.*  Of  the  Stephens,  it  must  be 
regretted  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  elder  Robert,  no 
authenticated  resemblances  have  reached  us.  But  to  return 
to  this  said  Matthew  Bolsec — whose  supposed  portrait,  as 
you  will  find,  is  gravely  subjoined  to  a  cut,  which,  evidently 
from  its  accessories,  belongs  to  the  text  of  some  old  Romance, 
Mystery,  or  Chronicle.*}-  No  printer  surely  was  ever  so 
clothed  !  Yet,  if  you  are  partial  to  such  popular  deceptions, 


9  does  not  escape  the  imputation  of  forgery."}  We  roost  however,  I  think, 
take  it  for  granted  that  the  Father  of  printing  in  France,  Ulbic  Gbbing, 
really  did  sit  for  his  own  portrait :  see  the  note  at  p.  23,  ante.  Will  good  fortune 
ever  place  me  opposite  this  highly  valuable  treasure?  The  elder  Robbbt 
Stbphbn,  also,  seems  to  have  trod  in  the  footsteps  of  the  venerable  Gering.  Yet 
Maittaire,  in  the  copper-plate  resemblance  of  the  worthy  Robert  prefixed  to  bis 
ViUc  Stepihanorum,  and  to  the  second  volume  of  the  Annates,  <j*c.  presents  us  with 
such  a  severe  copy  (that  of  the  first,  indeed,  is  barbarously  grotesque)  of  the  great 
French  typographer,  that  I  suspect  there  has  been  no  small  deviation  from  the 
original.  The  note  of  Robert,  to  speak  the  least  ungraciously,  is  hugely  out  of 
drawing! 

t  belongs  to  the  tat  of  tome  old  Romance,  Mystery,  or  Chronicle.]  The  repre- 
sentation of  Matthew  Bolsec,  above  given,  does  in  fact  belong  to  an  edition,  in 
Greek,  of  the  *  Gnomologia,  teu  Moraimm  Sententiarum  Collectanea,  1512/  4to. 
and  flvas  first  pointed  out  to  me  by  Mr.  Evans  among  the  books  forming  the 
second  set  of  duplicates  belonging  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  which 
were  sold  in  the  early  part  of  1816.  The  colophon  of  the  printer,  on  the  recto 
of  f  iiij,  (second  set  of  signatures)  is  thus :  '  Imporita  suprema  nanus  huic  aureo 
labro  tntpemii  Matthai  Bolted  Bibliupola  parisiensis  MiUesimo  qwngentethno 
duodecimo,  vndecimo  CoM&at  Januarias.f  This  copy  was  purchased  at  the  sale  of 
these  duplicates  for  a  few  shillings.  It  had  been  the  late  Bishop  of  Ely's,  as 
carry  as  the  year  1770;  but  was  an  indifferent  copy.  I  rally  coincide  with 
Iisardo  in  attributing  the  original  of  this  '  would-be*  portrait  of  Bolsec,  to  an 
engraving  illustrative  of  some '  Romance,  Mystery,  or  Chronicle.' 
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let  the  following  irradiated,  and  ermine-clad  figure  pan  for 
a  whole-length  portrait  of  Master  Matthew  Bolsec 


A  more  elegant  whole-length  representation  of  a  distin- 
guished printer,  Nicholas  Le  Rouge,  occurs  at  the  end  of 
that  extraordinarily  curious -book,  to  which  I  believe  some 
allusion  was  made  by  Philemon  in  his  discourse  of'  the 
Second  Day.    Let  us  consider  it  as  a  genuine  portrait,*  if 

*  eonndtr  it  ui  a  genuine  portrait..]  A  full  and  partktilar  account  of  the  very 
rare  and  curium  publication,  from  which  tfae  above  portrait  is  taken,  will  be  found 
in  the  first  Tolume  of  this  work,  at  pages  BB-9,  note  •.  Yet  the  fastidious  critic, 
remembering  the  introduction  of  two  portraits  in  an  illuminated  Missal  (noticed 
in  the  First  Day  of  thin  work)  as  those  of  the  Patron,  may,  possibly,  think  the 
above  kneeling  figure  to  be  a  resemblance  of  thu  Author,  rather  than  of  the 
Printer,  of  the  book  in  question. 
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jou  please ;  and  congratulate  the  original  upon  having  such 
a  worthy  representation  of  himself  to  go  down  to  posterity. 


But  no  Printer,  with  whom  I  happen  to  be  acquainted, 
ever  chose  to  select  a  more  curious  figure,  as  a  portrait  of 
rutnaelf,  than  did  Master  Thomas  Wolf,  of  Basle.*  Look  at 


•  MaafcrTuoMAj  WOLT.afB**!*.]  TIm  work,  from  whkh  tne  ennmig  portrait 
of '  Muter  Throw  Wolf'  ii  taken,  ii  an  edition  of  Siliat  Italian,  printed  by  him 
In  die  Italic  type  at  Baale,  in  15M,  8to.  and  of  which  my  friend  Dr.  Stock  of 
Clifton  pojwwa  a  Tery  coretabk  copy.  A  Ihurougbly-bitten  Graogerite  had  the 
lenneritj,  I  beliere,  to  Oder  a  guinea  for  thii  >erj  portrait !  Let  us  lay  another 
word  or  two  respecting  thb  droll  typographical  perauoage.  He  chose  to  tntroduce 
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the  extraordinary  manner  in  which  he  comes  forward  to 
claim  your  especial  attention ! 

Digito  compact  labellum. 


mS 

I 

Li 

THOMAS  VOLFIVS 


the  same  portrait  of  hinuelf  in  ■  medial  treatise  of  Peter  Brissolus,  printed  bj 
him  in  1319, 8™.  On  the  right-hand  aide  of  it,  it  the  following  Greek  io 

TlSf  \4y0f  iraipo;  ex  rw  fofudO'  Ufutu  fit)  iktootoso-Scb. 
At  bottom; 

naiV  nri  mir/rrV  rw 

BoiiJor.  In  xdibul 
Thorn*  Woigij. 


The  ume  genius  printed  ■  beniitifu!  edition  of  the  well-known  JJortuitu  Jkbbc, 
in  1 5IS,  Sto.  (see  10I.  i-  p.  57-69)  in  the  Italic  type,  with  pretty  woori-coti,  in 
red  rod  black  printing.  The  froutupiece.  of '  Cbrut  striking  the  bell  of  ■  dock,' 
it  ciirioui — mid  much  preferable,  in  point  of  art,  to  the  other  embeUiihrnenU  in 
the  Tolume.  Hii  device,  of  griffini,  U  at  the  end ;  somewhat  barbaroaalj  eie- 
rated.  '  AGneandlargetopj'oftbijeditionofX  Wolf,  i*  marked  atll.li.io 
Mr.  Major's  Supplement  to  hii  Catalogue  of  1816.  I  haie  no  hesitation,  bow- 
ever,  in  pronouncing  the  mppoaed  portrait  of  T.  Wolf  to  be  an  embdlirJiment 
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To  the  honour  however  of  the  Printers  of  Basle,  be  it 
spoken,  they  did  not  generally  adopt  so  whimsical,  and  let 
me  add,  so  deceitful,  a  system ;  for  Froben  and  Oporinus,* 
as  you  were  but  yesterday  convinced,  gave  themselves  to 
the  public  in  the  very  garb,  and  with  the  precise  physio- 
gnomies, with  which  art  and  nature  had  adorned  them ;  and 
the  Aldoses  at  Venice,  you  may  also  remember,  cannot  be 
reproached  with  a  similar  dereliction  of  truth.  Perhaps  the 
foregoing  will  suffice  as  they  respect  the  more  ancient  imi- 
tations, or  adaptations,  of  the  physiognomies  of  Printers. 
Indeed  I  fear  they  must ;  as  my  range  of  research,  upon  this 
head,  has  been  of  limited  extent  There  are,  I  know,  in 
foreign  publications,  fine  copper-plate  resemblances  of  some 
of  the  printers  of  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries, 
but  with  these  our  discussion  has  no  connection :  my  chief 
object  being  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the  whimsicality  of 
the  more  ancient  representations. 

Lorenzo.  Proceed  now,  if  you  please,  with  your  biblio- 
graphical vestibule,  or  Title-Pages  to  Books —as  you  desig- 
nated them  sometime  ago. 

Lisardo.  With  all  my  heart  First  then,  be  it  known, 
that  the  earliest-printed  books — by  which  I  mean  those 
executed  from  the  earliest  period  of  the  invention  of  the  art — 
to  the  year  1480,  or  even  1485,  are,  generally  speaking, 
destitute  of  this  vestibule-like  decoration.  Nearly  the  whole 
of  Caxton's  books,  down  to  the  latest  year  of  his  printing, 
are  divested  of  them  ;f  and  it  has  often  made  my  heart 

from  the  body  of  the  text  of  some  previous  publication.  Would  any  man  suffer 
himself  to  be  delineated  in  such  a  theatrical  and  coxcomical  attitude  ?  I  think  not, 
if  he  possess  his  sober  senses. 

#  FaoBiN  and  Oporinus.]  See  pages  175, 18* ,  ante. 

t  Neurhj  the  whole  of  Carton's  book*— on  dtvetted  of  them.']  Perhaps  Lisardo 
might  hare  said  as  safely  that  the  whole  of  Carton's  books  are  '  absolutely' 


298  SEVENTH  DAY. 

merry,  an  seeing,  in  a  public-auction  room,  the  uninstructed 
collector,  or  unfledged  bibliographical  antiquary,  (if  you 
will  permit  such  a  simile)  exploring,  with  a  curious  and 
anxious  eye,  the  fly-leaf,  or  the  few  previous  leaves,  for  this 
said  title-page  !  Yet  more  merrily  hath  my  heart  danced 
when  I  have  seen  a  solemn  declaration,  in  a  bookseller's 
catalogue,  that  such  a  copy  '  appears  to  be  perfect  with  the 
exception  of  the  title-page ' — when  this  said  '  copy,'  perad- 
venture,  was  printed  as  early  as  the  year  1 470 ! 

If  you  ask  me  at  what  precise  period  these  title-pages 
were  regularly  adopted,  I  should  be  at  a  loss  for  an  imme- 
diate, or  perhaps  satisfactory,  answer ; —  yet  let  us,  roundly 
speaking,  consider  them  as  of  the  date  of  1485  or  1488.* 
This,  I  think,  is  quite  early  enough.  Mark  now,  my 
amiable  auditors,  mark  the  modest  manner  in  which  these 
titles  were  introduced !  A  simple  line,  or  a  line  and  a  hal£  or 
perchance  some  three  or  four  lines,  lozenge-wise — rather 
towards  the  top  of  the  page  —  these  constituted  the  unaf- 
fected simplicity  of  the  Tuscan  Book- Vestibules  of  the  period 
of  which  we  are  discoursing.  The  gradation  or  rise  towards 
Corinthian  facades,  or  ornamental  title-pages,  reminds  us  of 
Cowper's  description  of  the  progress  of  the  rough  tripod  to 
the  satin  sofa. 

At  length,  however,  the  public  wished  for  something  better 

divested  of  them :  for  I  do  not  consider  the  title-page  to  the  Golden  Legend  of 
1493,  as  the  work  of  Caxtou.  It  is  indisputable  that  Virgil's  JEneii  of  1490 
contains  no  title  page ;  and  it  may  be  also  safely  here  added,  that  the  generality 
of  Carton's  books  begin  on  signature  a  ij. 

•  as  of  the  date  of  1485,  or  1488.]  The  Lucretius  of  I486  (once  the  darling 
object  of  a  collector's  attention  t)  is  without  a  title ;  and  so  is  even  the  edition  of 
1495,  printed  at  Venice  by  T.  de  Ragaxonibus.  After  all,  I  am  not  quite  decided 
whether  the  Lucim  of  1496  (about  which  so  much  has  been  said  in  the  BtbL 
Spencer,  vol.  iu  p.  146)  originally  had  a  title.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  but 
that  title  pages  appeared  before  the  year  1490. 
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than  these  cold  and  uninviting  preludes  to  the  contents  of  a 
printed  volume.  As  the  art  became  general,  and  as  the 
feeling  of  the  miraculous  effect  of  it  subsided,  it  was  essen- 
tial to  adopt  some  plan  more  captivating  to  the  public  eye, 
and  more  likely  to  obtain  a  better  sale  for  the  work  itself: 
when,  about  the  year  1490,  Ornamental  title-pages  were 
introduced.  The  usual  ornament,  at  first,  was  '  the  Author 
at  his  dale :'  and  of  this  description  and  dale,  I  know  of 
few  title-pages  which  are  better  executed  than  those  seen  in 
the  early  Florentine  books,  from  the  press  of  Miscomini. 
Take  the  following;*  front  the  port-folio  brought  by  Lysander 
and  myself  on  the  first  day  of  our  Decameronic  visit. 


*  From  Pulta'j  trnmlation  of  the  Bucolics  of  Virgil,  and  some  original  poenu 
by  F.  dc  Araocbi,  Benineni,  Stc.  printed  bj  Miscomiu  in  1494,  4lo.    See  KH. 
I.  it.  p.  91.    The  ■bore  b  tbe  ornament  in  the  title-page. 
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Now  observe  how  the  same  style  of  art,  from  the  same 
press,  harmonises  beneath  the  title  of  the  work  itself.  Here 
are  two  specimens  of  it  from  the  same  portfolio.  The  second 
is  probably  the  earliest  of  its  kind. 

C  Incominciano  alchuni  fingalari  tractati  di  Vgbo 
Panticra da  Prato  dellordine de  Frati  nuinori :  nuoua 
mete  ncorrepto  dipoi  che  f'u  ftapato  laprima  uolta. 
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DA  FRATE  MARCO 
DAL  MONTE  SANCTA  MARIA 

IN  GALLO 
DELLORDINE  DE  FRATI  MINORI 

DELLA  PROVINCIA 

DELLA  MARCHA  DIANCONA  FV 

COMPOSTO     QVESTO 

L    I    B    R    O 

DELLl  COMANDAMENTI 

DI  DIO 

DEL  TESTAMENTO  VECCHIO 
ET  NVOVO 

ET  SACRI  CANONI 
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I  am  well  aware  that  many  of  the  Venetian  books,  of  die 
period  of  which  we  are  speaking,  exhibit  still  greater  pro- 
priety of  decoration ;  yet,  as  the  Florentine  books  are  rather 
favourites  with  me,  I  choose  to  bring  them  forward  far  the 
illustration  of  this  particular  subject  Nor  shall  Gehard  dx 
Lieu  be  exempt  from  the  merit  due  to  him  of  having  been 
among  the  earlier  introducers  of  this  decorative  tide-page, 
in  the  Low  Countries.  His  reprint  of  the  Chronicles  qf 
England,  as  put  forth  by  Caxton,*  is  a  noble  specimen  of 
this  kind ;  but  he  was  also  not  unmindful  of  it  in  his  smaller 
publications — among  which  is  the  following;  froma  duode- 
cimo volume  of  about  the  period  of  which  we  are  treating,  f 
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*  Chronkla  of  England,  at  put  forth  by  Caxton.]  Sec  a  dwcripticn  nf  thu  fine 
and  rare  volume  in  the  Biii.  Spenecriana,  <ul,  i«.  p.  2*9. 
t  the  period  of  ichich  ice  ore  inmiiig.]  The  work  «Ik>vc  alladed  lo  a  a  duodt- 
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The  very  commencement  of  the  subsequent,  or  Sixteenth 
Century,  was  not  perhaps  so  particularly  distinguished  for 
these  decorative  title-pages  as  might  have  been  imagined 
from  the  previous  use  of  them.  But  when  we  reach  the  year 
1512  or  1515,  and  so  on  towards  the  year  1520,  we  begin  to 
have  specimens  of  them  in  much  greater  abundance :  while 
from  the  year  1520,  to  the  middle  of  the  Sixteenth  Century, 
there  was  scarcely  any  work  of  magnitude,  especially  in 
Theology,  which  was  divested  of  such  a  welcome  appen- 
dage. Even  the  Sermons  of  Luther?  as  they  were  sepa- 
rately published,. were  always  accompanied  by  title-pages 
more  or  less  ornamental :  and  some  of  our  Bibles  evince  the 
taste  and  costliness  of  their  execution  in  similar  decorations,  t 

dmo,  of  the  date  of  1491,  and  has  for  title  *  Dyalogus  de  Sene  et  Iuuene  de 
amore  dispntantibus :'  by  Jacobus  de  Reno.  The  cap  and  high  plume  are  rather 
common  to  the  early  Antwerp  books ;  and  I  have  seen  more  than  one  specimen 
of  them  on  the  reverse  of  a  title-page  in  the  publications  of  Godfrey  Back  : 
with  the  device  of  whom  the  reader  is  regaled  at  p.  148,  ante. 

•  the  Sermon*  of  Luther.]  I  remember  to  have  purchased,  some  ten  years  ago, 
of  old  Mr.  Sotbeby,  in  York-Street,  Covent-Garden,  a  considerable  collection  of 
the  Sermons  of  Luther,  as  they  were  first  and  separately  published,  in  the  black 
letter,  with  fanciful  borders,  and  subjects  of  history,  engraved  in  the  title-pages. 
These  embellishments,  executed  entirely  in  the  taste  of  the  German  school,  were 
striking  and  spirited ;  and,  considering  the  great  popularity  of  the  preacher,  the 
editions  must  have  had  a  prodigious  sale.  Among  these  embellishments,  however, 
I  was  not  a  little  surprised  and  amused  by  finding  the  tragical  part  of  the  history 
of  Pyramus  and  Thisbe;  which  very  subject  was  borrowed  in  the  frontispiece  of 
one  of  the  earlier  editions  of  the  Visum  or  Creed  of  our  Fierce  Ploughman.  At 
this  moment  I  cannot  with  confidence  say  which  edition ;  but  rather  incline  to 
think  it  was  the  first  of  the  Creed-  considered,  in  ancient  times, '  to  have  the 
scarcity  of  a  MS.1  The  collection  of  these  Lutheran  Sermons  was  afterwards  dis- 
posed of  to  Mr.  R.  Triphook  J  and  from  him,  I  believe,  they  found  their  way  into 
the  wellrwooded  and  well-watered  book-domains  of  my  friend  Mr.  Heber. 

t  Bitot—  m  tUnUar  decoration**]  The  frontispieces  of  our  earlier  Bibles, 
from  that  of  Coverdale  to  the  royal  impression  of  James  L  are  remarkable,  many 
of  them,  for  the  beauty  and  spirit  of  their  ornaments ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  that 
Haifa  Sbbuld  Bkbam  (see  vol.  i.  p.  169)  had  frequently  a  band  in  their  execu- 
tion. It  is  grievous,  and  revolting  to  the  eye  of  taste,  to  see  in  what  a  murderous 
manner  the  grand  frontispiece  of  Cramer**  Bible  of  1559,  has  been  copied  by 
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Loxenzo.  Will  you  favour  us  with  a  specimen  or  two, 
of  the  early  part  of  the  Sixteenth  Century,  even  if  the  work 
be  not  theological  ? 

Lisaboo.  Willingly,  if  you  do  not  confine  me  to  any 
particular  subject  or  particular  place. 

Lysander.  You  forget  that  the '  Monarch  of  the  Day ' 
is  here  rendered  absolute. 

Lisabdo.  Truly,  my  brave  Master,  both  yourself  and 
Philemon,  when  in  a  similar  situation,  exercised  your  own 
powers  so  very  leniently,  and  with  such  an  uncommon  share 
of  moderation,  that  I  never  once  remarked  the  despotic 
power  with  which  this  partial  monarchy  was  invested.  To 
proceed,  then.  First,  receive  a  specimen  of  a  title-page  de- 
coration, from  a  theological  and  very  rare  folio  volume, 
from  the  press  of  one  of  the  sons  of  Peter  Schoiffher.# 

Lewis,  in  his  EngUsh  Translations  of  the  Bible,  p.  124.  The  original  is  in  wood : 
the  copy  is  upon  copper  —  this  is  bad  enough:  but  there  is  scarcely  any 
resemblance  in  the  countenances. 

•  a  very  rare  folio  volume,  from  the  press  of  one  of  the  sons  of  Peter  SchoiffnerJ] 
In  a  note,  at  pages  12-13,  ante,  a  slight  mention  is  made  of  this '  very  rare  folio 
volume  ;*  and  the  singular  device,  appended  to  it,  is  faithfully  given  m  a  fac-simile. 
It  remains  here  to  subjoin  a  more  particular  account.  It  is  a  thin  folio  volume, 
of  6  leaves  only :  printed  in  a  bold,  square,  gothic  character,  with  the  usual 
angular  musical  notes  of  the  day.  There  is  a  due  proportion  of  red  ink  sprinkled 
throughout ;  and  the  general  effect  of  these  contrasted  colours,  upon  a  paper  of  a 
tint  at  once  creamy  and  unsoiled,  is  extremely  gratifying  to  an  eye  which  rejoices 
in  the  contemplation  of '  a  fine  genuine  copy  of  an  old  book.'  The  full  title, 
which  is  sufficiently  encouraging,  is  thus :  '  De  duldssimo  nomine  Jesn.  Offidum. 
Et  quicunq;  hanc  missam  denote  celebrauerit :  uel  celebrari  fecerit :  babet  totieos 
quotiens  a  domio  papa  Bonifacio  scdo.  tria  milia  annorum  indulgentianun.'  Below 
this  title,  is  the  opposite  figure  :  surrounded  however  by  rays,  which  the 
limits  of  a  page  of  this  work  will  not  admit  of  being  introduced.  The  colophon, 
on  the  recto  of  the  6th  and  last  leaf,  executed  in  red,  u  thus :  '  Imprtaum 
Moguntie  per  Petrum  Scheffer  fjmitum  prisno  Idas  May.  Anno  supra  miUetimntm 
Qutngentesmo  decimo-octauo.'   The  shield,  as  before  given,  (ibid)  is  below. 

One  word  more  respecting  this  Peter  Schoiffher,  or  Sens  ma.  It  should 
seem  that,  in  his  latter  years,  he  removed  his  press  to  Venice :  for,  in  an  impres- 
sion of  the  Latin  Vulgate  Bible,  of  the  date  of  1542,  folk),  within  a  fine  wood-cot 
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Belinda.  There  is  something  really  striking  in  this 
ornament 

Lisadro.  Yet  it  is  a  little  Gothic  or  so,  I  admit ;  and 
you  will,  find  the  subject  in  a  variety  of  similar  publications 
of  the  period  of  which  we  are  treating. 

Philkmon.  It  is  constantly  occurring  within  the  pages 
of  Offices  and  Hours  of  the  same  period. 

Lisardo.  Very  like;  but  I  dare  wager  a  Kerver  against 
a  Pigouchet  that  you  never  saw  the  subject  matter  more 
magnificently  displayed :  that  you  never  met  the  Virgin  on 
a  larger  scale,  or  contour  ? 

Philemon.  Perhaps  so:  but  of  a  more  beautiful  and 
comely  aspect,  certainly. 

Almansa.  The  ladies  are  not  allowed  to  be  judges  of 
the  beauty  of  their  own  sex ;  but  I  could  venture  a  wager— 

Lisardo.  Be  not  precipitate  — 

Almansa.  That,  compared  with  the  lovely  exhibition  of 
the  same  Personage,  selected  for  our  admiration  by  Philemon, 
in  his  first  day's  discourse — 

Lorenzo.  This  is  irregular.  Excuse  me,  '  Lady  fair/ 
but  we  must  make  no  comparison  between  the  wood-cuts 
of  the  Mentz  press,  in  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, and  the  dazzling  combinations  of  colour  by  an  Italian 
Artist  of  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Am  I 
in  order,  by  this  remark  ? 

Lisardo.  Lorenzo  is  not  only  in  order,  but  his  observa- 
tion is  undoubtedly  just. 

Almansa.  I  desist  then ;  but  cannot  help  expressing  my 
gratification  that  so  much  ingenuity,  elegance,  and  power  of 

frontispiece,  we  read  '  VenetUt  apud  Petrum  Schoeffer,  Maguntinum  Gernuuum.* 
The  sombre  shelves  of  the  completely-monastic  library  of  Merton  G>llege,  Oxford, 
contain  a  clean  but  rather  cropt  copy  of  this  desirable  impression. 
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expression  and  colouring, were  devoted,  in  the  early  stages 

of  the  arts  of  painting  and  engraving,  to  the  representation 

of  our  own  Sex  I 

Philemon.  Triumph  in  such  conclusion  as  much  as  you 

please,  Lady  Almansa.  It  is  nevertheless  correct 
Almansa.  I  crave  pardon.  Proceed. 
Lisabdo.  A  courteous  husband  readily  grants  pardon  for 
such  an  offence,  which 
indeed  would  be  venial 
at  any  bar  of  justice. 
Let  us  resume  the  sub- 
ject. I  told  you  that, 
towards  the  year  1520, 
the  passion  for  costly 
and  sumptuous  title- 
pages  began  very  gene- 
rally to  prevail.  A  few 
minutes  consideration 
only  would  afford  the 
male  part  of  my  au- 
dience, at  least,  almost 
numberless  instances  of 
such  splendour  of  deco1 
ration.* . .  .  But  what 
have  we  here?  Atitle- 

•  iik*  ^lendor  ef  deam- 
limt]  Ai  Liardo  ben  make* 


iityle  of  irt  be  particulu-lj 
«llucl«i  but  for  ajpeciineDof 
wood-cut  eognTing,  the  reader 
may  view  with  pleuure  the 
fronlijpiece  to  the  '  Summ* 
Prtdicatiamm  Joamrif  it  Pro- 
mt/ard'  — ■  in  the  rtjlc  of  that 
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page  of  the  Polygraphy  of  Tnthemna,  executed  at  Puis 
in  the  year  1518,  surrounded  by  an  elaborate  border — of 
which  the  preceding  part  only  may  be  especially  noticed. 
The  central  compartment  furnishes  us  with  the  follow- 
ing representation  of  the  author,  Trithemius,  presenting 
his  work  to  Pope  Leo  X.  The  effect  of  this  central 
piece  is  not  a  little  spirited  and  bold.  Upon  the  whole,  how- 
ever, such  effect  is  rather  pleasing  to  the  eye  of  a  con- 
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While  we  are  upon  the  subject  of  introducing  authors'' 
portraits  in  the  frontispieces  or  title-pages  of  books,  let  me 
carry  you  a  little  onwards  in  the  Sixteenth  Century  ;  and 
taking  you,  with  the  rapidity  of  an  arrow,  from  France  to 
England,  suffer  me  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  following 
very  Interesting  subject  of  honest  old  John  Bale  present- 
ing his  Account  of  British  Writer*  to  the  youthful  monarch 
Eum*RD  VI.  It  is  the  first  edition  of  the  work  ;*  and 
there  really  does  seem  such  a  genuine  air,  or  appearance  of 
truth,  about  it,  that  I  am  compelled  to  rank  it  among  the 
legitimate  performances  of  its  kind. 
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Lobenio.  I  own  there  is  something  both  curious  and 
prepossessing  in  such  a  composition;  and  the  background,  to 
my  eye,  seems  also  a  faithful  resemblance  of  the  original. 

Lysandee.  Beyond  a  doubt.  It  was  the  usual  furniture 
of  the  bettermost  rooms  at  the  period  to  which  it  relates.  I 
take  the  workmanship,  however,  of  this  wood-cut  to  be 
decidedly  foreign  ? 

Philemon.  There  can  be  no  question,  I  think,  upoiwthat 
point ;  which  indeed  equally  applies  to  almost  all  the  por- 
traits both  of  Bale  and  of  his  monarchical  Patron.  Have  you 
nothing  now,  by  way  of  contrast,  or  even  by  way  of  summing 
up  in  a  striking  manner,  to  exhibit  respecting  Title-Pages 
executed  in  Italy  ?  Where  are  the  boasts  of  the  Aiding 
Giunti,  or  Gioliti  *  Presses  ? 

to  Coverdale's  Bible ;  and  of  both  of  which  it  is  not  improbable  that  Hans 
Sebald  Beham,  or  Springinklee,  wu  the  engraver.  Nor  must  the  beautiful  and 
elaborate  frontispiece  of  Szegedinus's  *  Theologie  Smcer*  Loci  Commune*,* 
printed  at  Basil  by  Wildkirchins  and  Episcopius,  in  1597  (it  having  previously 
appeared  in  the  Commentaries  upon  the  Gospel  of  St.  John  by  N.  Hcmmingws, 
from  the  press  of  Wildkirchins  alone)  be  forgotten  by  the  graphic  antiquary.  Yet 
an  earlier,  and  not  less  elaborate  title-page,  from  the  press  of  Valentine  Curio 
(see  page  188,  ante)  at  Basil,  in  1532,  appears  in  the  Cornucopia  of  Perottus; 
which  indeed  is  most  admirably  executed,  and  resembles,  in  part,  the  tide-page 
to  the  third  edition  of  Erasmus's  Greek  Testament  of  1522:  of  which  latter  see 
somewhat  in  vol.  i.  p.  235.  Let 'us  not  however  forget  the  skill  of  Plawtw  in  the 
management  of  a  title-page :  consult,  p.  156,  ante. 

•  the  first  editum  of  the  work."]  This  edition  is  a  small  quarto  volume,  and  was 
published  at  Ipswich  in  1548,  under  the  title  of  *  Iuustrium  Maioris  Brftannsa 
Scriptorum,  &c  &c.  See  the  Bibliomania,  p.  41.  The  frontispiece  of  it  is  at 
above  given,  and  has  considerable  merit  There  is,  some  few  leaves  onwards" 
from  the  title,  another  representation,  in  small,  of  the  same  subject;  but  miser- 
ably mean  and  wortliless  compared  with  its  precursor.  The  above  &o-suniIe 
was  taken  from  a  remarkably  good  copy  of  the  book  (in  general,  in  very  sombre 
condition,  and  wretchedly  printed)  in  the  possession  of  Messrs.  L  and  A.  Arch- 
bound  in  russia,  and  marked  at  ftl.  2*.  Mr.  Grenville,  if  I  remember  rightly,  has 
also  a  very  favourable  impression  of  the  cut  in  his  copy  of  the  same  edition. 

•  the  Aldine,  Giunti,  or  Giotito  prases?]   Philemon  seems  to  me  to  be  a  little 
unconscionable  in  this  sweeping  interrogatory.    A  volume  of  some  good  200 
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Lisabdo.  Ask  me,  rather,  where  is  the  square  foot  of 
ground  in  Salisbury  Plain,  which  the  meridian  Sun,  after 
he  has  entered  Cancer,  (as  the  astronomer's  designate  the 
summer-solstice)  doth  not  illumine  with  his  rays  ?  No  such 
spot  can  be  found.  So  of  the  decorative  volumes  of  the 
great  names  you  have  just  mentioned ;  names,  which  have 
been  rendered  doubly  dear  and  illustrious  to  me  since  I  have 
heard  them  so  copiously  descanted  upon  by  Lysander.  Of 
these  printers  then,  I  say,  where  is  the  well-chosen  library, 
which,  upon  careful  examination,  doth  not  afford  some  few 
dozen  exquisite  specimens  of  the  taste,  especially  in  the  tide- 
pages,  with  which  their  publications  are  '  got  up9?  None 
such,  I  trust,  are  known  to  the  circle  around  me.  But  I  will 
answer  Philemon's  question  more  directly,  and  in  such 
answer,  endeavour  to  *  sum  up  with  eclat' — as  he  is  pleased 
to  bespeak  such  a  peroration.  Lysander,  if  you  remember, 
shewed  us  a  lovely  little  bit,  containing  the  GiolitoJEagle, 
in  the  centre  of  an  ornament  forming  the  greater  part  of 
the  title-page  of  one  of  the  Giolito  publications . . .  But  will 
that  frontispiece — will  amy  decorative  title-page — presume 
€  to  lift  its  head'  above  the  one  which  I  shall  immediately 
place  before  you !?  I  see  that  *  expectation  stands  on  tiptoe !' 
. . .  yet  I  am  fearless  respecting  the  issue.  Look,  gaze,  and 
admire ! — "Tis  from  Cardinal  Bembo's  History  of  Venice,  of 
the  date  of  155 1 ,  *  in  folio ;  printed  by  the  Aldine  Family. 

pages,  might  be  pat  forth  illustrative  of  the  taste  displayed  in  the  frontispieces  of 
the  books  printed  by  these  eminent  typographers.  My  memory  at  this  moment 
happens  to  serve  me  with  a  most  admirable  and  elaborate  border  round  the 
title-page  of  the  '  Quinta  Classis  Galeni  Libromm,  qua  ad  Phar madam  spectat,' 
printed  in  folio,  by  one  of  the  Givnti,  in  1576.  The  compartments  into  which 
this  border  is  divided,  are  at  once  spirited  and  appropriate  representations  of 
the  subjects  to  which  they  relate :  and  a  fine  clean  copy  of  this  frontispiece  will 
not  fail  to  be  higlily  cherished  by  the  curious  in  the  graphic  art 
•  Canton Bcw^'jHwtory^remrA^^^e  of  1551.]  Monsieur Renoaard 
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informs  us  that  this  edition  of  the  popular  history  of  Venice,  by  Cardinal  Bembo, 
is  '  the  first,  and  sufficiently  rut: ;'  and  that '  there  are  copies  printed  upon  large 
and  thick  paper.'  If  the  Cardinal  had  lived  till  the  publication  of  toil  beautiful 
volume,  he  would  doubtless  have  bad  a  copy  struck  off  upon  cflluh,  to  enrich 
his  own  precious  cabinet  of  Aldlne  bijoux.  Sneb  a  Copy,  however,  ma y  yet  be  in 
eitstence,  although  the  author  died  four  yean  before  the  publication  of  the  work. 
Consult  L'Imprim.  da  AUe,  vol.  L  p.  163.    Let  tu  uk  if  the  above  o 


SEVENTH  DAY.  813 

Belinda.  We  are  absolutely  amazed !  Nothing  prettier 
can  be  devised.  It  puts  all  modern  title-pages  to  the 
blush.* 

Alhansa.  I  had  no  conception  of  so  much  elegance; 
and  am  eager  for  an  immediate  excursion  to  Venice. . . . 

Lisardo.  For  what  purpose  ?  The  Spirit  of  Paul  Manu- 
this  sleeps  as  soundly  there  as  does  his  body.  Venice  is  in 
every  respect  *  fallen  from  her  high  estate ;'  yet  the  Coleti 
made  a  noble  struggle  somef  fourscore  years  ago  to  revive 


be  the  exclusive  boast  of  the  AJdine  Press  ?  In  other  words,  did  they  first  ose  it  ? 
This  question  is  put,  because  I  find  the  tame  ornament  in  titles  prefixed  to  Paulut 
Janus' $  History  of  hit  Own  Timet,  printed  at  Venice,  in  duodecimo,  by  Walter 
Scott  ;  (Venetns  apud  Gualterum  Scott um)  an  ancestor,  I  make  no  doubt, 
(and  of  such  ancestry  no  man  need  be  ashamed — see  p.  18  ante)  of  tlte  present 
illustrious  poet  of  the  same  name.  This  edition  of  Paulas  Jorius  is  executed  in 
S  volumes,  12mo.  in  the  italic  type,  and  bears  date  1559  for  the  first— 1553  for 
the  second — and  1554  for  the  third  volume.  The  ornament,  alluded  to,  is  about 
three  inches  in  height,  and  in  every  respect  similar  to  the  above. 

•  modern  title-paget  to  the  blusk]  There  is  an  affectation,  among  the  leading 
printers  of  the  present  age,  to  be  excessively  plain  and  simple  in  the  garniture 
of  a  title-page :  preferring,  as  it  should  seem,  a  Tuscan,  to  a  Doric  or  Ionic,  vesti- 
bule lor  the  building  of  the  interior  of  the  volume— (keeping  up  the  simile  of  the 
above  '  Dramatis  Persona !')  Wood-cut  borders  (as  of  old)  have  been  generally 
discarded  ;  and  copper-plate  embellishments  are  of  comparatively  more  frequent 
occurrence.  However,  among  the  more  successful  exhibitions  of  title-pages,  with 
wood-cots,  the  reader  may  be  pleased  to  examine  that  to  Mr.  Cromek't  Remains 
tf  NithisdaU  and  Galbncay  Song  ;  8vo,  from  the  design  of  the  elder  Stothard : 
bat  then,  it  must  be  remembered,  that  the  title-pages  are  upon  india  paper. 

t  the  Co  let  i  made  a  noble  struggle.']  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  conversant  in 
the  typographical  productions  of  the  Coleti  j  but  as  Lisardo  has  made  mention 
of  them,  I  presume  the  reader  will  not  object  to  peruse  the  handsome  things 
which  were  spoken  of  them  upwards  of  thirty  years  ago  by  a  pretty  competent 
judge  of  the  name  of  Villoison.  Take  the  following  from  the  Anecdota  Grata, 
vol.  ii.  p.  245-6, 1781, 4to.  '  Quinque  illi  fratres,  qui  simul  in  ssdibus  paternis 
conjunctiasinii  habitant,  firmiter  vestigiis  inhssrent  doctissimi  sui  patrui,  Nicolai 
Coleti,  Nicolai  filii,  Doctoris,  qui  multa  suss  industrial  monumenta  rebquit,  ac 
edidit.     [Here  follows  the  list.] 

'  Eornmdem  avus  maternus  CI.  Joannes  Franciscus  Corradinus  ab  Allio,  irama- 
tura  morte  prssreptus,  sed  acutissimQ  ingenio  et  multiplici  doctrina  prssditus, 
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the  reputation  of  the  Alduses — but  Padua  in  the  Volpi,  and 
Parma  in  her  Bodoni,  have  recently  outshone  every  other 
Italian  city  in  typographical  reputation. 

It  is  needless,  I  submit,  to  continue  this  disquisition  upon 
Title-Pages  to  a  later  period ;  for  hi  the  seventeenth  and 
following  Century  Copper-Plate  embellishments  were  intro- 
duced *— oftentimes  rather  whimsical  than  beautiful — and 


edidit.'   [Another  list  follows.]  The  vth  publication  of  Corradinus  is 

the  '  Lexicon  Criticura,  4to.  Venetiis,  1742,  4to.    Opus  utttissimum,  nee  non  et 

rarissunum,  quo  JEgidii  Forcellini  tortus  Latinitatis,  &c  docte  augetur.' 

'  Niroius  essem  (concludes  VUloison)  si  omnes  doctisame  illhis,  et  de  Ihteru 
optime  merite  gentis  laudes,  ut  decet,  persequi  vellem.  Sufficiat  tndicare  CI. 
Ant.  Coleti,  Doroinid  et  Jacobi  fratrem,  et  Typograpbum  longe  erndidasbDum, 
qui  pro  ea,  qua  pollet,  Gracac,  Latin®,  Italics,  et  Gailkss  linguarum  intinia 
cognitione,  pro  suo  ezqnisitissimo  ac  h'matissimo  judicio,  ac  pro  sua  Italiconun 
carminum  pangendornm  felicitate,  inter  doctissimos  Italia?  Tiros  merito  accen- 
sendns  est,  qoiqne  Aldos  Venetiis  represents!,  edidisse  in  4to.  Catalog*  deUo 
Miotic  particolari  Cwili  ed  Eccletiastiche  deUe  ckta,  e  de*  luogfd  <T Italia,  It  qmaU  A 
trovana  ntUa  domestic*  Ubrtria  deijratelli  Coleti  in  Vincgia,  neUa  Stamperia  dcgU 
gteui,  farmo  1779.  Hie  autem  catalogus  accuratissima  et  doctissima  manu  confectus, 
ad  Historian!  litterariam  multum  prodesse  potest,  qulppe  qui  contineat  nomina 
et  titulos  2366.  librorum  de  rebus  Italicis,  qui  alias  vix  ac  ne  vix  quidem  obvii, 
apud  eosdem  Coleti  venales  prostant  sinral  conjuncti  pretio  2000.  Zecchinorum 
Venetorum,  cum  ducentis  aliis  Boris  ad  res  Itahcas  pariter  pertinentibQS,  ac  post 
hunc  Catalogum  aditum  acquisitis,'  ficc.  &c. 

•  copper-plate  embeUuhmcntsJ]  The  copper-plate  frontispieces  or  title-pages  of 
many  publications,  nearly  throughout  the  whole  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
display  most  extraordinary  specimens  of  elaborate  art.  Among  these,  in  Bagford*s 
collections,  (Harl,  MSS.  5917)  I  stumbled  upon  a  very  curious  one— belonging 
to  a  volume  entitled '  Tabula  Chronographica  Status  Ecclesue  Catholic*  ad  <mn. 
1614 '  &c.— which  exhibits  an  immense  ship,  in  full  sail,  foreshortened ;  having 
the  Pope  and  a  number  of  Cardinals,  with  St  Peter,  in  the  poop ;  and  the 
Virgin,  with  our  Saviour  and  attendant  angels,  in  the  shrouds :  the  whole  very 
splendid,  spirited,  and  imposing.  Below,  an  old  man  is  fishing :  —the  good 
Catholics  are  caught  in  a  net ;  but  the  Reformists  are  suspended  to  a  hook !  In 
this  human  fishery,  there  appears  the  head  of  a  swimming  figure,  with  mus- 
tachios  and  spectacles :  but  I  know  not  who  it  be  intended  to  represent.  The 
sharpness  and  severity  of  the  features  remind  us  somewhat  of  the  physiognomy 
of  Calvin.  This  costly  volume  was  pubhahed  at  Lyons  in  1616,  folio,  at  the 
expense  of  Horace  Cardan.'  Cardan  seems  indeed  to  have  been  '  a  fine  fellow ' 
in  this  style  of  publication ;  witness,  his  edition  of  the  Commentaries  of 
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almost  at  all  times  in  a  very  different  and  less  interesting 
style  of  art.  It  now  remains  to  devote  the  latter  part  of  my 
Decameronic  efforts  to  a  brief  account  of  the  progress  of 
Decorative  Printing. . .  for  see,  how  beautifully  the  day  has 
turned  out !  A  genial  air  seems  to  be  stirring  abroad,  as  if  it 
were  summer;  and  since  we  were  wholly  confined  within 
doors  yesterday,  I  own  I  begin  to  be  impatient  for  the 
smell  of  verdure  and  the  freshness  of  the  southern  breeze. 

Lokenzo.  Where  would  you  ramble  ? 

Lis  ardo.  To  a  thousand  objects.  Yet ...  to  one  more  than 
another;  and  I  will  venture  a  trifling  stake  that  the  whole 
company  support  me — and  that  the  '  ayes  have  it  ?' 

Alm ansa.  Speak ! 

Lysander.  Remember,  however,  that  there  be  no  abrupt 
conclusion:  no  flinching  from  the  regular  and  complete 
exercise  of  your  monarchical  power. 

Lisaedo.  I  disdain  it  But,  from  yonder  knoll  in  Lorenzo's 
grounds,  there  is,  if  I  mistake  not,  a  view  of— 

Almansa.  I  know :  and  guess  to  what  he  alludes— 

Belinda*  Tis  the  Abbey  of  St.  ASban  which  is  seen  from 
thence . . .  and  he  wishes  us — 

Almansa.  To  take  a  ride  thither  before  dinner— 

Lisaedo.  Even  so,  ye  shrewd  and  successful  interpreters 
of  half  broken  sentences !  That  abbey,  ye  well  know,  was 
Carton's  rival  in  the  press-way — Master  Insomuch ! — But 
we  are  digressing;  and  the  monarch  is,  in  this  instance,  a 
woeful  example  of  irregularity  for  his  subjects  to  imitate. 

Lokenzo.  Let  it  be  settled  then,  that,  on  the  conclu- 
sion of  this  latter  division  of  Lisaido's  discourse  for  the 
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morning,  the  party  set  forward  on  a  visit  to  this  famous 
abbey  —  once  the  sister-cradle  of  the  art  of  printing  in 
England ! 

Lisabdo.  'Tis  decreed;  and  the  decision  will  afford 
fresh  energy  to  my  attempts  to  amuse  and  instruct.  Of  the 
History  of  Decorative  Printing  something  has  been  already 
presented  to  the  public  notice;*  but  that  *  something/ 
however  gratifying  as  far  as  it  goes,  is,  in  fact, i  nothing—* 
compared  with  what  a  more  sedulous  attention  to  the 
same  subject  might  undoubtedly  produce.  On  the  other 
hand,  in  the  present  instance,  I  must  not  only  be  yet 
more  brief,  but,  as  I  fear,  intrude  occasionally  upon  the 
province  occupied  by  Philemon  in  his  Third  Day's  dis- 
course. The  whole  however,  collectively  considered,  may  be 
thought  to  furnish  something  like  a  substratum,  or  ground- 
plan,  for  the  erection  of  a  loftier  and  more  interesting 
superstructure. 

The  earliest  attempts  at  decorative  printing  are  seen  in  the 
borders  to  the  first  pages  of  works  printed  by  Sweynheym 
and  Pannartz,  and  Ratdolt;f  and  in  the  body  of  the  text 
itself,  I  believe  few  ornaments  are  known  before  the  publi- 
cations in  the  Hebrew  Language;  some  of  which  ornaments 
are  uncommonly  brilliant  and  striking.    See,  here,  what  the 

*  already  presented  to  the  public  notice.]  Most  probably  Lisardo  alludes  to  the 
*  Preliminary  Disquisition  on  the  early  state  of  Engraving  and  Ornamental 
Printing  in  Great  Britain/  incorporated  in  vol.  L  of  the  recent  edition  of  our 
Typographical  Antiquities,  1810, 4to.  That '  Disquisition'  is  capable  of  much 
enlargement ;  but  till  something  more  comprehensive  and  satisfactory  appear,  it 
may  both  amuse  and  instruct.  In  bibliographical  researches,  the  longest  life  is 
incapable  of  collecting  everything  that  bears  upon  the  point  in  discussion. 

•  Sweynheym  and  Parmartt,  and  Ratdolt.']  See  note,  vol.  L  p.  579,  p.  404. 
The  Sessjb  (of  whom  so  much  has  been  said  in  the  previous  day's  discussion, 
Bee  p.  230  ante)  began  early  to  adopt  an  ornamental  border  round  the  first  page 
of  the  text  of  the  work.  Thus,  in  I.  Baptism  de  Sessa's  edition  of  the  EiegantioU 
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portfolio  of  Ly  sander  and  myself  contains — as  exemplifying 
this  position !  These  ornaments  are  of  the  date  of  I486.* 


m^mi^i 


Brail! 


"  <fthtdaUrfli&6.]  The  loter  of  typographies!  antiquities  will  do  "ell  to 
let  De  Ron'i  Armaia  HtinwTypographici,  1795-9,  4to.  1  toU.  have  ■  con- 
■picooni  place  open  hi*  ilielTa ;  and  if  he  be  foud  of  beaotiful  tpeehneni  of 
■arij  art,  in  that  language,  be  will  not  fail  almost  alitaji  to  find  ibtm  in  the 
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Lorenzo.  Such  specimens  almost  tempt  me  to  become 
master  of  the  language. 

Belinda.  I  confess  the;  strike  me  as  being  worthy  of 
the  sacred  book  in  which  the;  are  supposed  to  hare  first 
appeared. 

Hebrew  volumes  of  the  i  vtli  century.  There  i»  ■  brief,  but  Dot  uninteresting, 
account '  of  the  first-printed  Hebrew  Books,'  tec  in  the  Essay  of  Bowjer  and 
Nichols,  Appi.  p.  109;  but  the  mention  of  ornament,  in  these  rare  siid  precious 
■pecimena  of  rbe  art,  ii  perbapi  designedly,  omitted.  The  above  beaatifbl  am- 
■Dents  arc  taken,  from  the  •  Hadiamr,  am  Brtviarium  Judakmvm  rVecmn,'  of 
the  date  of  1486,  in  Lord  Spencer"!  library  ;  aee  the  BiM.  i 
p.  518.  Consult  also  tbe  same  work,  vol.  iii.  p.  ISS-H,  for  a 
another  fine  early  Hebrew  volume;  and  p.  433  for  a  fac-aimile  of  the  jimi 
UKnni  or  Hutiw  PaiWTiHo— by  Conrad  Fyner,  in  1475.  I  happen  to 
possess  a  choice  specimen  of  Froben's  Hebrew  printing,  in  Do  Thou's  copy  of  the 
Lagiea  Rabbi  Simeonu,  translated  into  Latin  by  S.  Minuter :  Baal,  1517,  Dm 
The  character!,  especially  of  the  title-page,  are  not  very  unlike  those  of  Fyner. 
I  also  posses*  a  choke  specimen  of  the  Elsevirian  method  of  printing  Hebrew  ; 
being,  I  believe,  a  liioi  Mm  copy  of  Isaac  AbrshanieUa,  and  R.  M,  Abche- 
chus'i  Commentary  upon  Iiaiab ;  Lug.  Bat.  B,  and  A.  E/uw,  1631,  8vo.  In 
old  stamped-vetlam  binding.  The  Hebrew  types  however  are  blunt  and  irregular 
compared  with  many  iptchneni  which  I  have  seen  from  tbe  French  and  Dutch 
printer*  of  tbe  same  period.  My  memory  at  this  moment  serves  me  only  with 
the  general  title  of  a  moat  magnificent  work — printed  in  4  mtto  volumes— of  tbe 
Hebrew  Pentateuch,  with  a  copious  commentary — in  the  venerable  library  of 
Morton  College,  Oxford.  This  copy  la  In  its  ancient  wood  and  calf-covered 
binding  ;  having  the  Lettering  of  the  work  on  tbe  sias  of  trie  first  vUone,  vncUM, 
and  secured  by  horn. 
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Lisakdo.  To  proceed.  I  must  now  direct  your  attention 
to  a  very  prominent  feature  in  the  department  of  decorative 
printing ;  and  that  is,  (the  subject  of  which  however  has  been 
already  before  the  public)  the  composition  of  Capital  Initials: 
in  which  we  see  as  great  a  variety,  and  as  gradual  an  im- 
provement, as  we  discover  in  the  same  kind  of  letter  produced 
by  Philemon,  the  other  day,  from  MS.  Choral  Books  and 
other  Manuscripts  of  antiquity.  The  earlier  capital  initials 
were  usually  upon  a  black  or  dotted  ground,*  but  generally 
upon  the  former :  and  upon  this  ground,  animals,  fruits,  and 
flowers  have,  as  you  will  presently  see,  at  least  a  very  striking 
effect  The  earlier  Basil-Book*  (for  I  love  to  make  mention 
of  the  typographical  exertions  of  Basle,  of  which  city  Phi- 
lemon has  shewn  us  so  many  curious  and  amusing  specimens 
in  the  graphic  art)  were  rather  eminently  distinguished  for 
this  species  of  capital  initial.  Take  the  following,  quite 
perfect  of  their  kind,  from  a  volume,  without  date,  but  I 
suspect  not  later  than  the  year  1530,-f- 

*  ape*  ■  black  or  dotted  ground.]  Specimens  uf*  few  of  thcs:  capital  initial* 
may  be  khi  in  Hie  Bibl  Spemeerimu,  vol.  ii.  pp.  815-16  ;  5014 ;  S57  ;  vol.  iiL 
p.  SCI-  To  these ,  may  be  subjoined  the  following ;  being  two  of  the  capital 
initial*  Died  by  Ante*  and  Herbert  in  then-  respective  histories  of  our  printing. 
They  appear  to  be  imitations  of  some  of  the  illominated  initial*  of  the  rar- 
BerMSS. 


t  not  later  tfca*  1530.]  Tbe  '  roSonjo,'  above  alluded  to,  is  •  very  (mall  quarto, 

rf  aw  SO  km,  tsjdtW '  ft  EmtmdatmuEaltamLibttiMi^PetnJeAlioct..' 
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The  Parisian  printers,  however,  carried  this  department 
of  decorative  printing  to  its  highest  possible  pitch . . . 

Lobenzo.  Had  Italy  nothing  previously  to  boast  of,  in  her 
Aldus,  or  other  printers  P 

Lisabdo.  I  thank  you  for  the  suggestion.  Yes:  Italy 
had  one  printer,  pre-eminent,  not  only  in  this,  but  in  many 
other  branches  of  his  art — and  that  printer  was  Calliebgus. 

Lysandek.  Right,  Lisardo;  and  I  reproach  myself  for 
having  omitted  him  in  my  yesterday's  discussion  concerning 
Italian  printers.  You  will  however  not  fail  to  do  justice  to 
him.* 


ft.  The  date  at  the  end  ii  ti.cccc.iv.  probably  for  if.ccccc.xv.  The  copy, 
from  which  Ihe  above  letters  are  taken,  ii  perfectly  without  blemish  ;  and  is  a 
choice  specimen  of  the  Ban]  press  In  the  early  part  of  the  tutecnth  century. 

*  not/oil  loan  justice  to  htm.]  It  wai  certainly  a  culpaMe  omiaion,  CM  the  part 
of  Lysander,  to  bare  delivered  his  typographical  lecture  without  the  notice  of 
Zach.iiu  is  Callirhooi:  a  printer  of  very  considerable  eminence,  and  to  the 
laboun  and  merits  of  whom  Mr.  Beioe  has  done  ample  justice  in  his  Aneedctaef 
Literature,  ej-c.  vol.  v.  p.  55,  ike.  Maittaire  is  proportionably  brief,  but  not 
unworthy  of  consultation.  Annul.  Typog.  vol.  it  p.  989-90.  The  three  grand 
product i" tii  of  Calliergui,  in  the  Greek  language,  are  the  Etymotogian  Magmm, 
the  Scholia  of  Simptieim  upon  the  Categories  ofArittotlt,  each  printed  in  the  year 
1499,  and  the  TKcrapcutia  <f  Galen,  of  the  date  of  1500.  These  are  folio 
volumes  of  the  amplest  dimensions ;  and  that  the  reader  may  have  some  notice 
of  the  taste  and  splendor  with  which  they  are  '  got  up,'  he  racy  consult,  tor  one 
loittuil,  the  BiW.  Spencer,  vol.  i.  p.  i63-5 ;  vol.  ii.  p.  36-7;  vol.  ilL  p.  6M: 
where  fac-similes  of  some  of  the  ornaments,  with  which  they  are  adorned,  may 
"  rejoice  his  eye.'  Yet  we  may  notice  a  folio,  of  more  slender  dimension*,  bound 
up  with  the  Simpliciu),  entitled  '  Ammemiut,  in  ownfae  Paces  Parphgrii,'  1500, 
described  also  in  vol  iii.  p.  31,  of  the  Sit  Spencer.    Tueae  four  performances 
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LiiABDO.  Greater  justice  would  have  been  allotted  to  him 
by  the  mouth  of  Lysander  than  of  Lisardo.  Yet,  if  I 
remember  rightly,  Mr.  Beloe,  in  his  Anecdotes  of  Litera- 
ture and  Scarce  Books,  has  devoted  no  small  number  of  his 
pages  to  paying  a  few  handsome  and  well-merited  com- 
pliments to  the  memory  of  this  illustrious  printer.  As  it  is, 
therefore,  consider  this  said  Calliergus  as  a  most  enterprising 
and  consummate  typographical  artist;  and  if  he  had  never 
executed  any  other  work  than  his  edition  of  the  Etymologicon 
Magnum,  he  would  have  left  behind  him  a  monument  of 
perseverance,  taste,  and  skill,  which  has  never  been  eclipsed, 
*  hardly  exceeded,  by  any  of  his  contemporaries  or  successors. 
The  borders,  the  capital  initials — but '  seeing  is  believing* — 

are  undoubtedly  the  chef-d' ocuvres  of  the  press  of  Calliergus ;  and  the  '  Etymo- 
logicon Magnum/  is  probably  the  noblest  Greek  vorame  in  existence. 

I  suspect  that  there  was  some  '  slight  skirmishing'  between  the  rival  presses  of 
Aldus  and  Calliergus,  during  the  abode  of  the  latter  at  Venice ;  and  I  also 
suspect  that  Aldus,  in  the  main,  got  the  better  of  his  competitor  by  engrossing  a 
much  larger  share  of  business ;  but  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  private  histories 
of  these  typographical  establishments  is  a  desideratum  which  I  fear  the  most 
minute  and  successful  research  will  never  be  able  to  accomplish.  How  it 
happened,  does  not  exactly  appear — but  after  an  ineffectual  struggle,  as  I  sup- 
pose, to  establish  himself  at  Venice,  Calliergus  quirted  that  city  and  went  to 
Borne;  and  in  the  year  1515  brought  out  his  Pindar  with  the  Scholia — which 
has  the  merit  of  being  the  first  oreex  book  printed  at  Rome.  See  Mr. 
Roscoe's  Leo  X.  vol.  ii.  p.  257-8,  where  a  fac-simile  of  the  device  (resembling  the 
one  given  in  the  B.  S.  vol.  iii.  p.  67)  'is  introduced :  but  Maittaire  tells  us  that 
Calliergus  had  latterly  for  his  device,  the  Caduceus  of  Mercury — not  much  unlike 
that  of  Froben :  see  p.  176-7,  ante.  The  remaining  production*  of  Calliergus  at 
Borne  are  specified  by  Mr.  Beloe.  One  thing,  however,  which  seems  to  have 
escaped  the  bibliographers,  is,  I  submit,  almost  incontrovertible :  namely,  that, 
on  the  death,  or  retirement  from  business,  of  Calliergus,  the  Giunti  purchased  his 
founts  of  Greek  type.  Whoever  chooses  to  examine  the  Lexicon  cfHaychius,  and 
the  Porphyrias,  <Jc.  and  perhaps  several  other  Greek  books,  put  forth  by  the 
Giunti,  (see  page  267, 274,  ante)  will  discover  therein  the  very  he  td-border  and 
capital  initials  as  seen  in  the  Etymologicon,  Galen,  and  other  works  of  Calliergus* 
The  small  Greek  fount,  4W  lower-case  letter,  is  also  similar  ;  for  the  Giunti  used 
two  of  these  latter  founts.  Upon  the  whole,  I  would  place  Calliergus  upon 
the  very  summit,  or  in  the  very  first  rank  of  typographical  heroes  of  celebrity. 
Does  a  legitimate  portrait  of  him  exist? 
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So  take  what  happens  to  be  just  before  us.    The  ladles  are 
to  understand  that  this  letter  is  intended  for  a  Greek  P. 


Almahsa.  I  admit  that  this  is  perfectly  enchanting; 
and  should  like,  methinks,  an  alphabet  of  our  own  capital 
letters  with  similar  decorations.  But  I  wish  not  to  in- 
terrupt— 

LisABno.  As  to  the  capital  initials  of  Aldus,  they  are 
not  very  remarkable ;  especially  in  his  earlier  pieces :  but  in 
that  ever-amusing  volume,  entitled  Pdiphilo  or  Hypnerota- 
machta — about  which  so  much  has  been  already  before  the 
public — they  assume  at  once  a  tasteful  and  striking  cha- 
racter; and,  as  I  conjecture,  formed  the  models  of  the 
greater  number  of  those  which  we  see  so  thickly  strewn 
about  the1  books  from  the  presses  of  The  Stephens. 

Lobenzo.  Can  you  give  us  any  exemplification  of  these 
Stephamne  ornaments  ? 

Lisabdo.  Certainly.  I  have  abundance  of  them  before 
me.  Let  me  take  you  therefore  at  once  into  the  middle  of 
the  Sixteenth  Century,  and  submit  the  following — from  that 
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most  beautiful  and  gorgeous  specimen  of  Greek  Printing, 
the  New  Testament  of  old  Robert  Stephen,  in  1550,*  folio. 
You  have,  first,  a  rival  F  to  that  of  Calliergus ;  the  two 
remaining  letters  need  no  explanation.  But  admit  and 
acknowledge  the  extreme  delicacy  of  the  surrounding  orna- 


most  boinliful  volume  of  Greek  printing  which  erer  Lmied  from  the  pre«  of 
Rubert  Stephen  the  elder;  and  the  raoit  beautiful  copy  of  thi»  '  aiott  beautiful ' 
book,  which  U  hasbera  niy  good  faitunetosee.was  Uk  cme  b  tbe  Ubrary  of  the 


324 


SEVENTH  DAY. 


Lobenzo.  They  are  undoubtedly  of  the  most  beautiful 
character.  Have  you  nothing  else  from  this  inviting  volume? 
It  cannot  fail  to  interest  us. 

Lisardo.  Yes.  Take  a  couple  of  specimens  of  the  top 
and  bottom  ornaments  frequently  observed,  not  only  in  this, 
but  in  many  other  productions  from  the  same  press ;  about 
the  period  of  which  we  are  speaking — and  which,  I  believe, 
1  to  the  Stephanine  publications. 


Referring,  however,  to  the  capital  initials  of  this  period, 
and  confining  our  remarks  to  the  Parisian  Printers,  let  me 


late  Bishop  of  London,  Dr.  Randolph.  This  fine  volume  was  purchased  at  tae.»le 
of  the  Bishop',  library,  by  (he  Re*.  John  Sackville  Bile,  Rector  of  Whithjbani, 
near  Buckhnnt,  Kent,  for  51.  5i. .-  and  well  do  I  remember,  at  this  moment,  the 
glee  and  lalisfaction— not  only  with  which  '  that  eiceilent  gentleman '  shewed  me 
the  bijoui  of  hi)  limited  collection — but  with  which  he  induced  me  to  spend  a 
long  autumnal  day  with  him,  and  regaled  me, '  eftsoons,'  in  a  room,  (wauueotod: 
'  Rmp.  Car.  I,')  with  wine  which  might  have  vied  with  the  juice  of  the  Soubieco 
grape!  Step  aside  one  moment,  generous-hearted  reader,  to  look  at  what  ii  written 
in  vol.  i.  p.  376,  concerning  thia  '  Soabiaco  grape.' 
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just  shew  you  three  more  specimens,  of  leas  magnitude,  but 
of  equal  delicacy  with  those  from  the  press  of  the  Stephens. 
They  belong  to  a  Terence  of  the  date  of  1 547,  printed  by 
David.* 


Philemon.  Have  you  nothing  of  Roman  art  P 
Lisabdo.  Much,  no  doubt,  from  the  quarter  of  Rome 

may  be  judiciously  selected :  but  I  fear  just  now  that . .  . 

yet  a  moment  stay-  —Here  happens  to  be  a  specimen  in  which 

historical  composition  is  attempted.   'Tis  of  the  period  of 

which  we  are  speaking.f 

*  printed  Ay  Ootid.]  Sec  page  100  ante ;  where  the  angular  device  of  Ibis 
printer  ii  given. 

t  the  period  if  vntcA  we  art  tptakmg.]  It  ii  taken  from  a  folia  volume,  of  the 
date  of  1554,  entitled  '  Iohannes  Mugnui :  de  GKhonim  et  Sueuoruro  Region*. 
Raaac  ;  apud  I.  Marian  dt  Puttit.'  Mr.  R.  Tripbook  had  a  beautiful  cop;  of 
tbu  deairable  book,  in  old  white  vellom,  with  gilt  leaves.  I*  it  extravagant  to 
■uppoae  that  acme  eminent  Italian  artist  might  have  had  a  hand  in  the  detigni 
for  tbete,  and  other  contemporaneuui  productions  of  a  like  nature  ?  Certainly, 
we  often  discover  in  them  traces  of  a  mjuterlj  hand  in  the  knowledge  of 
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Belinda.  To  crown  the  whole,  let  ub  have  a 
admirable  from  our  own  country.  London,  I  trust,  was  not 
behind-hand  in  this  delightful  branch  of  typographical  or- 
nament?..* 

Lisardo.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  precipitate  or  unpatriotic; 
but  I  sadly  fear  that  what  did  appear,  either  graceful  or 
attractive,  in  an  English  publication  of  this  period,  was  of 
jbrrign  execution — as  Philemon  observed  in  his  Second 
Day's  Discourse. 

Belinda.  O  sad  ! 

Lisardo.  True,  nevertheless.  I  happen,  however,  to 
have  collected  a  very  singular  series  of  capital  initials,  from 


*  ifctj  delightful  hnmch  tf  typcgraplucal  unwtaoi*.]  Before  we  t»lk  of  our  tmm 
(peeimcoj,  or  ntbrr  of  what  were  publi&td,  and  not  dram  and  cut  in  Tionrlon, 
let  us  Cut  a  truncal  bat  approving  glance  upon  the  capital  initials  which  appear 
in  ■  Deoi  Lmes  dei  Veritas,  de  L'lmprimerie  de  Chruhfie  Piawtbt,  x.u.LiTin. 
i  Anvers,'  4to.  There  is  prodigious  rigour  and  accuracy,  at  well  ai  drollerj,  in 
some  of  these  letter-embellishments  ;  and  the  wood-cuts,  throughout  the  TOiurne. 
are  icry  deierly  executed.  But  of  these  capital  initials,  tike  the  following— as 
is  of  their  gi 
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a  volume  of  the  most  sombre  complexion,*  in  black  letter, 
which  treats  of  the  Gospels  as  they  occur  in  the  Collects  of 
our  Church-Service.  I  would  venture  to  lav  a  small  piece  of 
gold  (now  that  gold  is  beginning  to  peep  abroad)  that  some 
consummate  Italian  Artist — without  mentioning  his  name — 
drew  the  figures  from  which  the  ensuing  were  engraved. 
And  remember,  that  they  come  exactly  Ixfirt  the  initial 
letter,  without  having  the  same  letter  incorporated  in  the 


■  ■*■■  4  At  mm  mmht  amfttrtim  ]    1W  *b>  Wn  WMed  to  m  m 
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Philemon.  The  eulogy  is  just  They  are  surely  among 
the  most  beautiful  and  correct  of  their  species.  I  wish  you 
had  "  the  twelve  ™  at  least  to  exhibit. 

Lisardo.  Be  contented,  my  dear  friend,  with  what  is 
placed  before  you:  and  let  me,  while  we  are  are  upon 
British  ground,  (however  occupied  by  foreign  feet)  make 
mention  of  a  particular  custom,  adopted  in  the  capital  letters 
used  in  this  country  of  the  period  of  which  we  speak,  of  in- 
troducing Portraits  within  the  same.  Not  to  mention  the 
well-known  portraits  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  Earl  of  Leicester, 
and  Lord  Burghletf,"  thus  introduced,  we  may  take  a  cur- 
io bis  '  Sovelie  Sctltt  llahstime,'  1814,  8m.  a  very  elegant  style  of  ornamental 
frontispieces  ami  capital  initials  was  revived  :  some  of  (he  latter  being  judiciously 
borrowed  from  those  in  the  Atdint  Hgpnerotoaiachia  of  1499.  There  bas  been  a 
more  recent  attempt  at  the  introduction  of  capital  initials,  but  I  think  uniucess- 
fully.  Great  effects  haie  been  wished  to  be  produced  within  too  limited  a  space  ; 
and  the  formation  of  the  letter  itself  has  been  upon  the  must  gigantic  scale — 
utterly  divested  of  proportion  and  symmetry.  I  will  not  ■prcinoally  mention  any 
publication  :  for  there  is  a  '  genus  irritibUe'. . .  .as  well '  of  poets!' 

*  portraits  of  Quern  T.iiiahttk,  Ears'  tf  Ltictaer,  and  Lord  BurgUey  ]  These 
portraits  occur  in  the  BikU  of  Arelibiifap  1'arkr,  pot  forth  in  1568-9,  folio;  of 
which  impression, '  published  in  ■  very  elegant  and  pompous  manner  in  a  large 
folio,  and  on  royal  paper,  tod  n  moat  beautiful  English  letter '  Lewis  has  a  full 
and  particular  description  in  bis  History  of  the  £ngus*  7™!ati™  oftKt  BMt. 
p.  S40-C57.  It  must  be  noted,  however,  that  these  portraits  are  npon  copper; 
anil  of  rather  Brobdiugnagian  dimeiunoni     for  ■  letter. 
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sory  glance  of  the  following  one,  of  Edwabd  VI : — found  in 
Recordea  Grounde  of  Aries,  of  the  date  of  1582.*  Admit 
that  there  is  much  prettiness  of  effect  in  what  you  here 
behold. 


Lt&ander.  May  I  venture  to  ask  whether  Portraits  of 
distinguished  Persons  were  generally  introduced,  in  this 

•  ReroraVi  Grounde  of  Arte,,  of  t**  date  of  1581,  Q'o.]  The  abote  t*c-*imila 
oocon  ilN<,  recto.  In  sereral  other  of  the  capital  initial*  are  a  physician  and 
a  nan  with  a  staff  in  hi*  left  hand,  and  a  bag  or  basket  in  U*  right.  Ilk  little 
book  was  '  Imprinted  by  I.  Harrison  and  H.  Bynneman.'  Ai  it  is  somewhat. 
Curinu  and  entertaining,  the  reader  ma  j  be  pleased  with  the  following  extract — 
ki  which  the  advantage*  of  arithmetic  are  pre!  ty  pointed]*  set  forth  : 

Stouter.  If  number  were  *o  file  a  tiling  a*  joa  did  esteeme  it,  then  neede  it 
not  to  bee  ned  m  mucbe  in  menne*  communication,  eiclnde  nranher  and  an- 
iwearc  to  thys  question.     Howe  man je  yeares  olde  are  youe  ? 

Sckakr.  Mum. 

atatAer-  Howe  manye  dajes  in  a  weeke  ?  howe  nmnve  wetles  in  a  yrare  ? 
■bat  lands  bath  yoorfalber?  howe  manjr  men  doth  bee  keepe?  how  long  ilk 
nth  yon  came  fro  bym  to  me. 

Sdtoler.  Ham. 

HJafate*  So  that  if  nnmber  want,  yon  answeare  all  by  mammea :  how  many 
rayie  to  Icmdou. 

Matter.  A  poke  ful  of  plummet, 

Sfaater.  Why  thus  yon  may  see  what  rule  number  bearetb,  and  that  if  number 
be  Lacking,  it  maketh  men  dmnbe.  so  mat  to  moate  qoeatfcau,  they   nmtfe 

Sdteicr.  This  is  the  cause  Sir,  that  I  jodged  it  so  rile,  bycause  it  is  so  common 
in  amWng  entry  while.    For  plentia  1*  not  drintie,  aa  the  common  laying  is. 

mar  No  nor  ftore  n  no  lore,  perceine  yon  this  :  The  more  common  that  a 
thing  ia,  being  noodefoily  required,  the  better  is  the  tbyng.  And  the  more  to  be 
de-red.    cap*.  C  j\ 
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manner,  injbreign  puMicatians-aa  it  should  sean,  from 
your  statement,  that  such  a  mode  of  introduction  was 
usually  adopted  in  our  own  country  ? 

Lisardo.  By  no  means.  Philemon,  in  the  third  day  of 
his  discourse,  if  I  remember  rightly,  made  allusion  to  the 
beautiful  portraits,  cut  in  wood,  which  are  frequently  seen 
in  the  Italian  Publications  of  the  middle  of  the  Sixteenth 
Century.  They  are  indeed  eminently  beautiful — such  as  the 
Dantcs,  Pctrarchs,  Boccaccio* f  Boiardos,  &c  out  of  num- 
ber : . .  but  among  the  works  of  the  same  period,  abounding 
with  similar  beautiful  specimens  of  wood-cutting — 

Philemon*  I  crave  pardon  for  this  palpable  interrup- 
tion ;  but  suffer  me  only .  .  . 

Lisardo  Philemon  has  a  claim  to  every  indulgence; 
and  I  can  give  a  shrewd  guess  at  what  is  just  now  occupy- 
ing his  fancy. . .  The  Dantes,  Petrarchs,  Boccaccios,  thus 
cursorily  mentioned,  have  inflamed  his  mind  with  a  desire 
of  exhibiting... 

Philemon.  Not  exactly  so ;  but  the  period  into  which 
you  have  now  brought  us,  rather  reproaches  me  for  having 
omitted,  in  the  Third  Day's  discourse,  the  notice  of  some 
very  beautiful  specimens,  of  that  time,  connected  with  deco- 
rative printing — which,  however,  accident  only  yesterday 
procured  me  in  the  port-folio  of  our  Host 

Lt8ander.  Speak !  Of  what  character,  and  belonging  to 
what  class  of  books? 

Philemon.  Of  the  very  first  character  in  point  of  com- 
position, and  belonging  probably  exclusively  to  Romances. 

Lisardo.  There  will  be  no  end  of  this  resumption  of  a 
debate,  in  which,  to  speak  fairly,  but  perhaps  a  little  con. 
ceitedly, c  the  honourable  Gentleman '  has  before  had  his 
turn  of  haranguing. 
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AiMANSA.  Downright  rudeness:  although  Lisardo  be 
the  monarch  of  the  day  ! 

Belinda.  Cutting  decree !  And  must  it  be  bo  ? 

Lobknzo.  The  Ladies  are  beginning  to  be  both  serious 
and  melancholy.    Lisardo  will .  . . 

Lisardo.  Do  whatever  all,  or  any,  may  wish  !  Of  all 
tyrannies,  bibliographical  despotism  is  one  of  the  most 
oppressive :  let  it  not  be  known  while  I  away  this  Decame- 
ronic  sceptre! 

Philemon.  "Us  nobly  said.  But  I  shall  be  very  brief. 
In  the  examples  of  the  old  art  of  wood-cutting,  about  to  be 
produced,  it  must  be  premised  that  the  first  of  these  beau- 
tiful specimens  appeared  rather  before,  than  after,  the  mid- 
dle of  the  Sixteenth  Century ;  and  the  latter  decidedly 
towards  the  middle — yet,  for  aught  I  know  to  the  contrary, 
they  may  each  be  of  a  still  earlier  date.  What  you  here  see 
is  taken  from  the  History  of  the  Son  of  Oger  Le  Danmg* 
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Admit  that  it  is  full  of  grace  and  tenderness  of  expression. 
It  re-appeared  in  an  impression  of  Don  Floret  of  Greece,* 
with  the  following  scarcely  less  interesting  specimens :  un- 
questionably executed  by  the  same  artist 


Nor  are  the  accompaniments  of  landscape,  throughout 
this  interesting  volume,  less  skillfully  executed.     Occasioo- 

plusieurs  nulret  royaulmei  tur  les  hfideles.  Nouocl lenient  imprime  a  Paris.'  At 
the  end  «re  observe  that  it  is  printed  mt  Paris  by  Estiene  Caudller  lor  Iehau 
Loiigu  (tc.  1540,8*0.  It  a  in  Mack  letter;  and  the  cut  above  given  ocean  on 
the  recto  of  the  fint  leaf.  Every  other  cot  in  tie  volume  in  decidedly  by  a  dif- 
ferent and  much  inferior  matter.  The  select  romaunt-librxry  of  ray  friend  Mr. 
E.  V.  Utterson  famishes  me  *Wi  the  shove  delicious  specimen  ;  which,  however, 
is  repeated  in  the  work  mentioned  in  the  following  note.  ■ 

*  «  imprest!"™  of  Don  Flora  if  Greece.]  This  impression  u  in  folio,  bj 
Esuenne  Groolleau,  of  the  date  of  1551.  I  an  indebted  to  the  choice  library  et 
the  friend,  mentioned  in  the  lust  note,  for  the  specimens  above  selected  by  Phi- 
lemon. The  style  of  art  in  this  interesting  volume  is  not  quite  equal ;  but  upon 
the  whole,  ai  the  reader  has  abundant  evidence,  it  is  occasionally  of  first-rain 
merit  The  tame  styles  of  design  and  eaecutkn  are  seen  in  the  French  version  of 
Sir  Thomas  Store's  Utopia,  of  the  date  of  1550,  Bvo.;  and  the  very  same  cat, 
given  in  vol.  i.  p.  816,  from  a  subsequent  edition  of  1561,  4to.  had  previously 
appeared  in  the  present  impression  of  1551.  Of  the  better  specimens,  I  have  no 
doubt  of  an  Italian  master  being  the  author. 
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ally,  also,  there  are  sea-views,  and  men  in  armour  in  the 
'foreground — very  spirited  and  appropriate ;  while  animals, 
trees,  and  other  features  of  landscape-composition,  exhibit 
peculiar  freedom  and  power  of  touch.  Take  the  fallowing 
bit  as  a  specimen,  and  judge  for  yourselves.  The  monkies 
are  about  to  have  exemplary  punishment  inflicted  upon 
them  for  some  mischief,  or  treachery,  which  they  have  com- 
mitted. 


Only  one  more :  which,  although  inferior  in  execution,  is 
equal  in  design.  It  is  the  French  monarch  Francis  I.  re- 
ceiving the  presentation  copy  of  some  choice  composition- 
let  us  hope, — since  it  is  presented  by  female  hands.  You 
may  compare  this  pre8ence-chaniber--grouping  with  the  well- 
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known  similar  production  of  our  Henry   VIII.  and  bis 
Prelates,  subjoined  to  the  first  edition  of  Hall's  Chronicle. 


1  thank  you  for  this  indulgence;  or  rather  for  having 
suffered  me  to  wrest,  for  a  short  time,  the  Decaraeronic 
Sceptre  out  of  the  hand  of  Lisardo— whom  I  now  entreat 
to  resume  it,  and  once  more  to  forgive  the  intrusion. 

Lisardo.  Hadst  thou  a  score  of  such  gems,  all  the 
better !  Never  was  regal  authority  more  pleasantly  or  more 
salutarily  diverted.  I  was  proceeding,  as  you  seemed  to 
suspect,  to  notice  the  multifarious  works  of  Doni  ;  and 
more  particularly  to  commend  the  beautiful  portraits  which 
are  seen  in  his  Academia  Peregrina.*  Do  look  at  this  ex- 
quisite production.  It  is  the  portrait  of  Lonovico  Dolce  ; 
and  let  me  challenge  your  unqualified  admiration  of  the 


In  Percgrina.]  I  icarcely  know  ■  n 
ductioo,  on  the  ■core  of  art,  than  tho  volume  here  alluded  to.  It!  Title  is  thus : 
'  VAcuiamm  Pertgrim,  t  i  Mtmii  «pra  It  Mrdagtit  det  Dam,'  1 55*.  4to.  The 
tint  part  uetititled' MWePiceuio:' theiecond,'  Monde  GnaiAt' — cm  signatnre  I 
of  which,  the  portrait  above  grrrn,  appear! — opposite  to  an  equallj  fine  one  of 
Arctin:  the  third  part  iientllled'  Hondo  Imagbtaia  :•  the  foonh,'  Momda  Minor 
the  mi,' Mimdo  Riiibik ;•  the  sixth,"  Mumdut  Thki  ;■  (on  chela*  leaf*/  widen 
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taste,  truth,  and  power  of  expression  with  which  it  is  exe- 
cuted.  Modern  productions  rarely  exhibit  such  ornaments. 


the  bead  of  Buhchiello,  foisted  upon  (he  public  u  that  of  Caiton,  appears : 
icg  page  J88,  ante)  the  lercotb, '  Mmia  Socio;  or  Pons :  ill  which  ia  ■  fine 
|ioHmK  of  Alunno:  the  eighth,  timdt  Maaamo:  in  the  whole,  1»  Iran*. 
Toe  cnta  are  onifbmlj  executed  upon  wood, and  tie  of  a  wirtj  of  diameter*;  >U 
evidently  the  prodoct™  of  an  Italian  natter.  Bol  the  portraiti  in  of  eapecial 
excellence,  and  amount  to  10  In  number.  11;  Mend  Mr.  R.  Wilhraham  joady 
rejoices  in  hi*  beautUbl  eat  of  Doiii'i  plecea,  bound  (n  orangMintni  calf, '  «Wi 
gHt  edges  to  the  lean*'  by  C.  Lewi.. 
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Almansa.  Give  us  a  score  of  them  :  they  are  preferable 
to  all  the  squeezecUup  portraits,  within  capital  initials, 
which  I  ever  beheld. 

Lisabdo.  Indeed  I  can  do  no  such  thing ;  having  been 
already,  I  think,  extremely  indulgent  in  the  variety  of 
specimens  exhibited.  And  here,  reverting  to  the  point 
from  which  we  set  out,  let  us  close  that  branch  of  the 
discussion,  connected  with  ornamented  capital  initials,  as  a 
most  essential  department  of  decorative  printing :  observing 
only,  by  way  of  farewell  remark,  that  there  is  scarcely 
any  branch  of  the  subjectpX-JKlyeh  we  have  been  treating 
more  capable  of  being  mhawwt  and  elegant  uses.  I 
regret  indeed,  general^  sf>eaKng,^\imt  it  seems  to  have 
fallen  into  disuse.        \  \i   ^     *V 

Lorenzo.  Is  that  remWthe  case yand  has  the  disuse  of 
it  been  gradual  ?  ^ ^ 

Lisabdo.  Perhaps  I  am  wrong  in  making  so  round  an 
assertion.  It  has  of  late  been  revived,  I  admit ;  but  not 
altogether  in  the  most  successful  manner,  or  worthy  of  the 
models  which  have  preceded.  The  present  age  seems  un- 
mindful of  the  elegant  revival  of  these  capital  initials,  upon 
copper,  about  a  century  ago ;  and  of  their  regular  use  till 
within  nearly  thirty  years  of  our  own  times  * 

Almansa.  Are  they  gone  never  to  be  recalled  ? 

Lisabdo.  That  would  be  a  melancholy  conclusion. 
Sooner  let  us  unite  the  contents  of  our  silken  purses,  and 

*  till  within  neatly  30  yemrttf  our  own  times.]  Among  the  last  specimens  of  this 
beautiful  branch  of  decorative  printing,  are  the  classical  publications  of  Pikb  : 
especially  his  Horace.  The  Magna  Chmrta,  however,  of  Judos  Blacxstovs,  is  of 
still  more  exquisite  beauty ;  and  the  introduction  of  several  public  buildings 
of  Oxford,  within  the  capital  initials,  was  at  once  classical  and  appropriate. 
The  more  humble  performance,  now  immediately  under  the  reader's  eye,  exhibits 
anattempt  to  renew  this  interesting  but  thrilliugly-expeDshe  department  of  book- 
decoration  !  Of  the  success  of  the  attempt,  I  must  hope,  rather  than  pronounce. 
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have  an  alphabet  or  two  of  capital  letters  designed  and 
engraved  by  the  first  artists  of  the  day.* 

Belinda.  Yet  printing,  I  presume,  has  been,  upon  the 
whole,  in  a  progressively  improving  state ;  and  that  now  we 
may  be  considered  as  nearly  at  the  acme  of  the  art 

Lisardo.  Very  far  indeed  from  it ;  and  I  will  tell  you 
particularly  why.  In  the  first  place,  the  age  of  good  paper 
making  in  this  country  is  gone  ;-f*  or  rather,  perhaps,  has 
never  yet  arrived. 

*  by  the  first  artists  of  the  day.]  Mr.  Douce  possesses  two  charming  folio 
volumes,  which  formerly  belonged  to  Tutet— end  are  described  in  the  BibL  Tutet. 
no.  481*  as  <  Iuitial  Letters,  Vignettes,  Ctri  de  Lampes  —  containing  specimens, 
upon  copper,  of  a  rust  variety  of  early  fanciful  performances  of  the  character 
above  mentioned:  Among  them,  is  a  set  of  initials  decorated  with  the  dance  of 
death:  see  vol.  i.  p.  41-2.  I  cannot  however  suffer  the  subject  of  capital 
initials  to  be  wholly  dismissed,  without  calling  the  attention  of  the  tasteful  and 
the  curious  to  the  very  elegant  and  apposite  decorations  of  this  kind  which  were 
designed  by  Mr.  Bibd,  and  engraved  by  Mr.  E.  Byficld,  for  Mr.  Crutch's  reprint 
of  Better's  Gull*  Horn  Book,  in  181*,  4to:— a  work  of  equal  singularity  and 
entertainment*  i 

t  the  age  of  good  piper  nuking,  m  this  country,  is  gone."]  It  may  perhaps  be 
necessary,  in  the  more  cautious  and  matter-of-fact  vehicle  of  a  note,  to  qualify  the 
above  saucy  declamations  of  Lisardo.    Methinks  I  hear  the  reader  remind  me,  in 
the  outset,  of  the  Bartholonmus  of  W.  De  Worde,  of  the  xvth  century  ■said  to 
represent  the  earliest  specimen  of  paper-making  in  this  country  ?!  J  am  not  in- 
dhlerent  to  the  force  of  this  interrogatory  ;  and,  as  may  be  seen  in  voi  L  p.  56, 
(sign,  g  iiij)  and  vol.  iL  p.  3*0,  &c  of  the  Typog.  Antiq.  have  entered  u|wu  much 
gossip  relating  thereto.    But  we  may  soberly  ask,  if  the  art  of  paper-making  bad 
not  left  us,  or  was  scarcely  exercised,  in  the  seventeenth  century,  (as  it  is  admitted 
*  by  the  knowing  in  these  matters,*)  why  almost  all  our  publications,  of  any  splen- 
dour or  note,  up  to  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  were  executed  upon 
paper  procured  from  abroad,  and  particularly  from  Holland  or  the  Low  Coun- 
tries?  The  famous  Csssar  of  Dr.  Clarke,  of  the  date  of  1712,  folio,  has  always 
been  pronounced  to  exhibit  paper  of  foreign  manufactory.    It  has  that  quiet  and 
eye-sootlung  tint,  so  peculiar  to  the  paper  of  the  foreign  books  of  the  same 
period ;  and,  like  that  of  the  Variorum  Classics,  you  may  give  this  paper  many 
a  tug  before  k  yields  to  the  effort  made  upon  it.  There  is  a  thinness,  too,  in  the 
paper  of  almost  all  the  books  printed  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  especially  in 
those  executed  by  die  Elxbvibs,  which  in  no  respect  interferes  either  with  the 
■crhaiiiral  operation  of  the  press,  or  the  clearness  and  quietness  of  the  effect 
upon  the  eye. 
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Lr bander.  What  mean  you  ? 
Philemon.  Treason  !  Treason ! 

Lorenzo.  Beware  of  the  departed  spirit  of  Mr.  Whatman, 
and  of  the  living  ones  of  Messrs.  Dickinson,  and  Swann** 

In  respect  to  the  Ha*  of  oar  paper,  hear  what  die  Rev.  Dr.  Lancaster  (in  a 
letter  to  the  Her.  Dr.  Chariett)  said,  perhaps  fifty  year*  ago.  '  I  never  beard 
English  printers  blamed  so  much  for  any  thing,  as  for  their  paper's  being  too 
white.  I  have  found  by  experience  that  eyes  are  very  good  things ;  and  yet  I 
will  not  say  that  I  found  it  out  first;  for  they  say  old  Friar  Bacon  knew  it,  and 
even  some  Antediluvians  lived  long  enough  to  discover  it.  Now  brown  paper 
preserves  the  eye  better  than  white ;  and  for  that  reason  the  wise  Chinese  write 
on  brown.  So  the  Egyptians,  so  Aldus  and  Stephens  printed,  and  on  such  paper 
or  vellum  are  old  MSS.  written :  and  when  authors  and  readers  agree  to  be  wiser, 
we  shall  avoid  printing  on  a  glaring  white  paper.  The  completest  specimen  of 
excellent  typography,  in  every  respect,  is  the  Louvre  Thomas  a  Kerapis,  fofio.' 
JRdWto  Literary  AnecdUa,  vol.  ii.  p.  713-4.  However,  of  late  years,  the  snow 
drop  has  yielded  to  the  cowslip ;  and  cream-coloured  paper  has  triumphed  over 
white.    Any  thing  but  blue— or  pink !  '  'twould  a  Saint  provoke.*    That  Aldus 

should  have  ever  used  the  former  !*Hind  that should  ever  think  of  giving 

such  a  specimen  a  place  upon  his  exquisite  book  shelves ! ! ! 

*  Messrs.  Whatman,  Diceinsov,  and  S w an n.]  In  selecting  the  above  names. 
I  am  sure  Iisardo  is  above  every  feeling  or  imputation  of  invidious  comparison. 
Let  Messrs.   Holliwosworth  and  Struts,  and  the  reputation  attached 
to  that  names, '  live  (if  they  wish  it)  in  description,  and  look  green  in  song.' 
But  of  the  above  gentlemen . .  the  former  bad  long  and  justly  enjoyed  (also  among 
foreigners)  a  very  brilliant  reputation :  the  second,  in  the  firm  of  Lonomax 
Dickinsow,  and  Co.  has  recently  improved  even  upon  the  excellence  of  Didofs 
nmchinery--aud  has  produced  a  sort  of  India-paper-tinted  <  article'  (to  borrow 
the  current  phrase)  quite  delightful  in  colour,  and  apparently  of  equal  excellence 
m  substance.  There  is  a  story '  extant,1— not  however  *  in  choice  print'— that  a 
firw  of  the  principal  London  manufacturers  of  paper  made  a  bet  respecting  the 
production  of  the  finest  *  article'  (again  I  speak, '  according  to  art*)  hi  the  trade: 
and  who  should  v«  this  bet  but  the  house  of  Messrs.  Longman,  Dickinson,  and 
Co.?  1  Mr.  Dickinson,  who  more  especially' directs  the  concern,  is  a  smart,  lively, 
energetic  little  man :  born  for  action;  and  full  of  eagerness  and  enthusiasm  to 
shine  in  his  business  *  ant  Csssar  ant  nuilus.'    That  the  head  of  Mr.  Dickinson 
may  not,  however,  turn  giddy— and  unpleasant  results  ensue— from  this  •  oratio 
,'  it  may  he  of  service  to  that  meritorious  gentleman  to  read*  onwards, 
doacn  lines  or  two.    For  Mr.  James  Swan,  who  bath  the  glorious  distinc- 
tion of  famishing  paper  for  the  Clarxnoon  Prbss,  I  have  always  fok  more 
than  ordinary  respect:  and  I  hare  given  him,  peradveniure,  hi  empfoying  bin 
mill  for  the  third  and  fourth  volumes  of  the  BibL  Spmcerima,  and  for  the  pre- 
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Lisardo.  I  fear  not  a  legion  of  them. 

Almansa.  Thou  art  a  dragon-like  hero,  my  Lisardo  • .  . 
but  consider  a  little.  . . . 

Lisardo.  I  speak  not  without  previous  consideration.  I 
repeat  it— a  good  fair  crown  octavo  ream  of  Dutch  Paper,  in 
the  time  of  our  well-beloved  William  the  Third,  is,  generally 
speaking,  worth  an  imperial  ream  of  the  time  of  our  venerable 
George  the  Third !  —Out  upon  it ...  fie  on  half  of  your 
fantastical  scientific  improvements  (    Tis  most  gross . .  • 

Almansa.  You  are  raving. 

Lisardo.  I  am  sane  and  sober.  What!  to  snatch,  as 
'twere,  the  Promethean  torch  from  Heaven  and  apply  it  to 
the  purposes  of  deception  !  Out,  on't,  again,  I  say  ...  Fie 
on  your  chemical  experiments  * . . .  and  do    not  expect 


were,  more  then  shadowy  prods  of  such  a  disposition  towards  him !  The 
■coder  shall  judge  whether  he  have  not  merited  all  that  is  here  meant  to  be  said  In 
cofnmeDdatioD  of  his  rags,  bis  rivulet,  his  wheel,  bis  pulp,  his  Didotomdrinery, 
and  his  specious  steam-heated  drying  rooms ! 

9  Fie  om  yswr  chemical  experiment*!]  Both  '  loud  and  deep,"  I  fear,  wffl  be 
the  anathemas  of  that  eminent  Castor  and  PoUux-cbemkml  constellation,  Sir 
flnmphiy  Davy,  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Brande,  on  this  abrupt  and  almost  ferodoas 
exclamation  of  lisardo.  Bat  most  sore  I  am,  when  either,  or  both,  of  these 
renowned  philosophers  in  chemistry,  shall  happen  to  read  what  batssfafdysseew* 
by  me  above  *fie,9  they  will  convert  their  aoAthemas  into  eologies,  or  tlieir4  forked 
Are'  of  Sy^gr»A«  into  chapiets  of  lilies  and  roses.  Thus  then  it  seems  to  the 
npon  the  lapraarion  of  lisardo—*  fie  upon  your  chemkal  expert* 
The  *  fie*  most  be  considered  with  reference  to  the  expermieots--aot  of 
in  general  bet  npon  poser  in  awtscaJer.  Contrary  to  the  good 
of  Dr.  Lancaster  (see  the  mtt  page)  oar  paper  makers— ay,  oil  of  them* 
(Mr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  James  Swmm  to  boot)  love  to  gpve  what  is  called  'a 

fmrttng  appearance  to  the  sorince  of  the  paper:  and,  to 
object,**  goes  a  certain  portion  of  aimiafwj  ecai/  Asm 
mm,  added  to  cettsn  rags,  plays        I  w«  not  say  what,  wah  the  'artseVse 


Did  fast  and  SehaeTher,  or  Ontoiihiig,  or  flweyufccym 
tka<ariythetwoZaiDersveTerthsnkofsv^ 
book* if  omy  bed?  In  a  slate  uf 

/  Do,pray,cavkmsns«ler,1rsntlsre 
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perfection  in  Printing,  till  the  art  of  paper-making  have 
resumed  its  ancient  and  unadulterated  character :  till  you 
make  paper  of  Flax,  or  at  least  of  linen  rags9  instead  of 
spongy  and  base  cotton :  till  you  bruise  or  mash  it,  rather 


happen  to  possess  a  good  fair  tome  of  aancient  days,  turn  over,  examine,  consider 
well  the  leaves  of  the  said  tome.  How,  generally  speaking,  they  verify  all  that 
die  Reverend  Clayton  Mordaunt  Cbachebodz  (6  fietxaptn^)  used  to  say 
of  what  constituted  a  sound  copy— How  they  crackle !  How  they  rustic  /—not  to 
the  breeze — for  stiff  indeed  must  be  that  breeze  which  should  move  them  1  But, 
how  they  talk  to  you !  How  they  invite  you,  by  such  *  small  talk/  to  turn  diem 
over— and  to  read  what  is  impressed  upon  them  1  Is  it  so  with  your  muriatb- 
add  manufactured  reams?'.     Let  me  here  a '  tale  unfold  :'  almost  sufficient  to 


Make  each  particular  hair  to  stand  on  end 
Like  quills  upon  the  fretful  porcupine. 

Every  one  hath  heard  of  the  famous  edition  of  Shakspeare,  in  impend  quarto,  (of 
which  however,  more  particularly,  *  anon  *)  printed  by  Mr.  Bonier :  and  a  good 
many,  I  verily  believe,  have  heard  of  the  extmordmary  copy  of  it,  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Earl  Spencer,  which  is  illustrated  by  drawings  of  the  late  Countess  Lucan 
(the  mother  of  Lady  Spencer)  and  bound  in  velvet  with  silver  ornaments  worked 
with  gold.  Consult,  for  two  seconds  only,  the  Bibbmmua,  page  667.  Of  the 
drawings,  many,  in  the  character  of  vignettes,  are  necessarily  executed  upon  the 
paper  of  the  printed  text.  Some  time  ago,  very  many  of  these  ulounoated 
leaves  were  discovered  to  be  sporty  and  peWsktng.  An  alarm  was  excited,  Jest 
the  whole  magnificent  result  of  sixteen  years  pleasurable  toil  should  be  h««*— ****■; 
to  premature  decay.  An  inspection  took  place.  Mr.  Buhner'  groaned  in  spirit;' 
but,  undoubtedly,  his  frisket  and  tympan  had  been  guiltless  of  such  a  frigmV 
fill  result.  The  late  Mr.  Herring,  the  bookbinder,  went  through  a  long,  painful, 
and  expensive  process  to  obviate  the  effects  of  this  muriatic  leprosy  and  I  trust 
the  result  will  be  fortunate.  The  very  cedar  and  mahogany  case,  which, 
made  expressly  for  this  unrivalled  copy,  was  disposed  of;  and  another 
entirely  of  mahogany,  has  been  substituted:  his  Lordship  thinking  that  the 
effluvia  of  the  cedar  might  have  contributed  to  this  calamity.  So  that  every 
chance  is  now  given  for  the  thousand  amd  one  years  longevity  of  this  dchghtful 
treasure.  For  myself,  I  incline  to  think  that  the  root  of  the  malady  *  sticks 
deep  .**  and  was  engendered  not  far  from  the  banks  of  the  river  (. 

This  is  a  painful  chord  to  touch ;  but,  as  sorrow  and  joy  go  hand  in  hand  in 
this  world,  we  must  sometimes  listen  to  the  adqgio  as  well  as  to  the  ailqgro.  There 
are  hardly  limits  to  the  discussion  of  injuries  arising  from  '  spongy  and  base 
cotton'— as  Lisardo  properly  designates  it— to  which,  add  die  mixture  of 
'  muriatic  acid.'  % 
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than  cut  it,  in  its  incipient  state  of  manufacture  ;*  and  till 

an  Act  of  Parliament  interpose  its  iron  arm  for  the  effectual 

suspension  of  all  chemical  process.   You  seem  amazed  !  but 

these  are  the  evils  of  which  I  complain :  evils,  really  exist* 

ing,  potent,  general,  and  destructive. 

Lorenzo.  I  am  indeed  amazed ;  having  been  perfectly 

ignorant  of  the  mysteries  of  paper-making.    But  what  say 
you  to  the  Machinery  of  DiDOT,t  in  obviating  a  few  of  the 

difficulties  here  complained  of? 

•  '  A  change  has  been  introduced  of  late  years  (says  an  intelligent  correspon- 
dent) in  the  method  of  making  the  palp  into  paper.  Instead  of  the  men  dipping 
with  a  mould  a  certain  quantity  of  the  pulp,  and  shaking  it  while  the  water 
drains  off,  till  the  fibres  are  interwoven  so  as  to  form  a  sheet  of  paper  of  defined 
substance  and  dimensions,  there  arc  now  machines,  to  which  a  regulated  supply 
of  pulp  is  furnished,  and  they  convert  it  into  paper,  which  is  wound  off,  unhv 
temttingly,  upon  reds.  The  breadth  of  the  paper  corresponds  with  thesis*  of 
the  machines,  but  it  may  be  produced  of  any  length,  and  the  only  manual  labour 
now  required,  is  the  cutting  it  into  sheets  of  the  size  wanted.' 

t  the  sm'njiii'i'j  afDroor.]  The  idea  of  a  machine  for  this  purpose  (says  the 
same  intelligent  correspondent)  originated  in  France ;  and  about  sixteen  yean 
ago,  Mr.  Leger  Didot  brought  to  this  country  a  very  rude  and  imperfect  model, 
ninth  after  a  variety  of  alterations  and  additions  by  himself,  and  English 
nrttstBi  principally  Mr.  Donkm,  engineer,  has  improved  into  one  of  the  moat 
beautiful  and  enkacsous  machines  that  can  be  imagined.  It  consists  of  a  very 
long  endless  web  of  woven  wire,  which  is  si  retched  over  two  parallel  rollers  fixed 
boiiiautaOy ,  at  a  proper  distance ;  and  as  they  revolve,  and  carry  the  wire  round, 
the  pulp  b  delivered,  in  a  fluid  state,  on  the  upper  surface,  at  one  end ;  and  the 
water  gradually  draining  off,  it  hernmrs  sufficiently  consolidated  by  the  time  it 
arrives  at  the  other  end,  to  receive  a  slight  pressure,  and  be  drawn  off  die  wire ; 
it  is  then  received  on  an  endless  woollen  cloth  called  letting,  and  passed  between 
a  pair  of  pressing  rollers,  which  squeeze  oat  the  greater  part  of  the  water;  after 
which  it  is  wound  on  a  reel,  and  cut  into  sheets,  preparatory  to  being  dried  and 
Bnsshed.--It  would  be  hnpoasihle,  without  entering  into  an  immense  detai,  to 
gpve  more  than  a  sketch  of  this  elaborate  msdssoe,  which  consists  of  a  great 
variety  of  apparatus,  and  abounds  in  ingrniom  contrivances. — The  same  may  he 


said  of  a  aascmne  since  invented  by  Mr.  Dtczrsrsow,  which  accosapfishes  the 
same  object  by  a  asetbod  entirely  onmrent.  He  easpioys  a  honow  cylinder,  use 
surface  of  which  ts  pervious,  and  is  covered  with  woven  wire;  and  this  revolves 
ma  vntofpulp,thong>  not  cuaaaletely  ianuiiiiil,  but  by  the  ans,  which  is  a 
tnbe,  there  is  n  cnannnnicntian  ftum  some  sntomnl  afpatntav  ton  pair  of 
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Lisabdo.  That  question  rather  respects  the  process  of 
paper-making,  than  the  component  parts  of  the  paper  itself. 
I  own  that  Didot's  machinery  is  a  vast  improvement; 
because,  if  I  understand  it  rightly,  there  is  a  simultaneous 
and  equable  effect,  or  shaking,  upon  the  whole  body  of  the 
pulp,  during  its  consolidation  into  the  form,  or  mass,  which 
it  afterwards  assumes.  And  then,  for  sixe — how  ample ! 
The  love-stricken  damsels  of  modern  times  are  probably 
not  aware  that  they  may  *  speed  the  soft  intercourse '  upon 
a  sheet  of  paper,  of  dimensions  so  enormous,  that,  if  the 
weather  prove  insufferably  sultry,  it  will  serve  the  place  of 
a  quilt  or  coverlid  to  the  bed. 

Philemon.  O  rare  invention  !  Would  that  it  had  been 
known  to  the  Penelopes,  the  Sapphos>  and  Eloisas  of  old ! 
What  a  huge  '  Body  of  Love-Epistles '  would  have  reached 
us! 

Lysandkb.  I  think  they  are  well  dispensed  with;  and 
that  we  have  quite  sufficient  as  it  is. 

Lorenzo.  Order !  Both  the  Ladies  are  rising  at  once. 
Lisardo  will  divert  the  tempest  which  threatens  us. 

Lisardo.  Silence  and  peace ! 

Lorenzo.  '  By  submitting  they  sway/  Do  not  however 
(to  resume  the  interesting  thread  of  your  narrative)  forget 
to  notice  that  improvement  in  the  operation  of  Printings 
effected  by  means  of  what  is  called  Stereotype.* 

air  pomps ;  and  by  their  action,  the  paper  U  formed,  and  made  to  adhere  to  the 
cylinder,  and  afterwards  detached  from  it,  to  an  endless  doth,  which  condoctB  it 
to  the  pressing  rollers. — The  pulp  for  this  machine  is  much  more  dilated  than 
for  any  other  mode  of  making  paper,  and  therefore  admits  of  the  fibres  which 
compose  it,  being  longer,  which  has  a  beneficial  effect  with  regard  to  the  textnre 
of  the  paper,  and  renders  it  better  adapted  to  receive  a  clear  and  distinct  ina- 


it  culled  dcrevtypc.']  Hie  curious  reader  will  of  coarse  consult  Dr.  Rees*s 
CgtkfMBimhs  a  fuM  and  comet  description  of  the  process  of  printing  alluded 
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-    Lisabdo.  You  an  right  Let  it  therefore  only  be  known 

that*  by  some  mechanical  process,  the  types  are  rendered 

jSmot  immoveable  in  plaks;  so  that  when  once  the  text 

to  by  the  word  above  defined  by  Lisardo.  Let  me,  in  the  mean  while,  just 
inform  him  that,  at  the  end  of  Lambiuet's  second  edition  of  his  Origine  dt  f  Jm- 
primerie,  is  an  Histoire  succmcte  dt  la  Stereotypic  et  de  let  ProcidH,  In  this 
brief  history,  mention  is  made  of  Ged's  stereotype  experiments ;  of  which  Howe 
Mores  gave  a  particular  account  in  his  rare  treatise  entitled  '  A  Dissertation 
wpm  BmgHsh  Typographical  Founder*  and  Foumderiet,  privately  printed  in  1778, 
8vo.  Mr.  John  Nichols  reprinted  this  account  at  the  end  of  his  Biographical 
Memoirt  of  WUtiam  Ged ;  1781,  8vo.  The  only  successful  experiment  of  Ged 
was  a  clumsy  Salhut,  printed  m  1789,  8vo. ;  which,  even  as  a  cariosity,  is 
scarcely  worth  retention  in  one's  library.  The  Geds,  both  father  and  sod* 
(William  and  James)  seem  to  have  been  singularly  unfortunate ;  but  I  will  not 
take  upon  me  to  determine  whether  FstrirEit,  or  the  Father  (for  the  father  had 
made  a  connection  with  oue  Fenner)  be  entitled  to  all  that  severity  of  censure 
which  seems  unquestic inably  to  be  due  to  one  of  them.  Of  Fenner,  perhaps  *  anon.9 
Meanwhile,  consult  Nichols's  Literary  Anecdotes  ,vo\.  ii.  p.  721 ;  vol.  iii.  p.  60S. 

To  return  to  the  *  Hbtotre  tuccmcte.'  Mention  is  made  therein  of  the 
'  Precedes  pratiques  en  Allemagne,  en  1740,  par  Michael  Funckter'—  and  fur- 
ther, of  the  practical  experiments  of  Darcet,  Rochon,  Reth,  and  Foulis ;  up  to 
the  year  1780 — and  of  Messrs.  Hoffman,  Barnard,  &c.  &c.  down  to  the  present 
time :  but,  as  far  as  I  can  discover,  no  notice  whatever  is  taken  of  a  magnificent 
stereotype  impression  of  the  Dutch  Bible,  in  %  volumes  folio,  published  at 
Leyden,  in  1718,  by  I.  Mailer,  C.  Boutesteyn,  and  S.  Luchtmans.  This  edition 
U  printed  in  a  handsome  black  letter,  in  double  columns,  with  marginal  annota- 
tions in  black  letter  of  at  least  three  sues  smaller.  The  copy  of  it,  which  belongs 
to  my  friend  Mr.  R.  P.  Cruden,  has  a  singular  acquisition  of  a  proof,  upon  a 
larger  fbtio  sise,  struck  off  on  one  side,  being  a  duplicate  of  a  portion  of  the  xhrjth 
and  xhrijth  chapters  of  Genesis;  and  having,  entirely  round  the  text  and  anno- 
tations, a  decided  mark  of  the  frame  in  which  the  subject  matter  was  locked  up— 
or  upon  which  the  letters  were  cast  or  cut.  This  copy  is  uncut.  The  paper  is 
of  a  beautiful  tone  and  texture,  and  may,  in  every  respect,  be  considered  a  very 
interesting  curiosity ;  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  complete  proof  of  the  successful  and 
even  splendid  practice  of  stereotype  printing  Jong  before  it  was  generally  prae*  ' 
tised  in  Europe  towards  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century.  lisardo,  therefore, 
u  somewhat  precipitate  in  telling  his  audience  not  to '  expect  fine  printing  in 
tiie  stereotype  productions.' 

I  cannot,  however,  close  these  brief  remarks  upon  the  history  of  Stereotype 
printing  in  England,  without  reminding  my  reader  how  much  Ea&x  Stanhops 
has  done  to  promote  this  most  useful  and  successful  department  of  the  typo- 
graphical art  The  Greefc  Testament  of  Dr.  Dakms,  and  the  edition  of  the  £sftfe 
at  Cambridge,  executed  on  this  plan,  are  proud  refutation*  of  the  oblique  akuvk? 

VOL.  II.  Y 


344  SEVENTH  DAY. 

is  accurately  settled,  they  may  print  thousands  upon  thou- 
sands without  the  loss  or  variation  of  a  single  ktUr  or  Hop : 
and  for  Bibles,  Dictionaries,  or  other  popular  manuals,  no 
method  can  be  mentioned  more  likely  to  be  attended  with 
general  utility.  Do  not  expect,  however,  very  fine  printing 
in  the  Stereotype  productions. 

Philemon.  Reverting  to  the  probabilities  of  base  ingre- 
dients occurring  in  the  composition  of  paper,  it  strikes  me 
that,  in  regard  to  the  purity  and  soundness  of  the  material, 
a  most  decided  superiority  is  obtained  by  having  recourse 
to  Vetttm  *. . .  and  when  I  look  upon  a  fine  old  Aldus,  or, 

cast  upon  it  by  Iisardo :  while  the  exquisite  performances  of  Didot,  nhihited 
at  the  recent  sale  of  Juno? •  vellum  library,  demonstrate  at  once  its '  capability  *of 
being  applied  to  even  the  most  delicate  and  beautiful  purposes. 

*  having  recourse  to  vellum,}  Would  that  this  subject  had  not  been  broached ! 
'Enough,  and  more  than  enough/  methinks,  has  been  already  (Bibliomania, 
p.  690-6)  advanced  upon  this  sheep  and  calf-skin  theme.  little  was  Philemon 
aware  of  the  toilsome  (the  saucy  reader  will  say  pleasurable)  researches  which 
the  mention  of  the  vellum  subject  calls  upon  me  to  disclose :  yet  why  not  rest 
satisfied  with  the  labours  of  Gabbixl  Pkxonot — and  especially  with  his  *  Ecu* 
star  UHiUmre  du  Parcheminet  Du  V&m,  181*,  8vo.— of  which,  clad  in  an  apple- 
green  morocco  surtout,  I  possess  one  of  the  six  (only)  joyous  conies  printed 
upon  large  paper!  If  Gobeft  work  (of  a  catalogue  of  upwards  of  1000  different 
editions  printed  upon  vellum :  see  Peignnt,  p.  19)  have  wholly  disappeared,  we 
may  the  less  lament  its  loss,  as  Mons.  Van  Praet  has  been  long  occupied  on  a 
magnificent  folio  catalogue  of  Vellum  Books  in  the  royal  library  of  France ; 
and  which  its  learned  and  amiable  author  tells  me,  in  one  of  his  epistles, '  ho 
pursues  quite  at  bis  leisure,  and  can  speak  nothing  definitively  as  to  the  period 
of  its  termination.*  His  liberality  has  presented  me  with  three  sheets  of  it ;  com- 
prising pp.  221,  232,  and  beginning  with  the  Spira  Virgjl  of  1470, 

But  wherefore,  I  repeat,  did  Philemon  touch  the  veUum  chord?  Had  he 
noticed  how  this  chord  had  been  struck  in  the  poesk  of '  the  olden  time,9  What 
says  '  mine  auncient'  minstrel? 

There  is  also  made  of  the  shepes  skynne 
Pylches  and  gkraes  to  dryue  awaye  the  coWe 
Therof  also  is  made  oood  pabchemtns 
To  wryte  of  bokes  and  quayres  many  folde.        Sign.  B.  t£. 
(LytyU  trcatyteefthe  hone,  the  stop,  andthegoau  W.  de 
Wm&tlto.  wUhmit  d*te.) 
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if  yon  [dene,  Gihhta — struck  off  upon  this  enchanting 
substance— I  own  that  a  certain  charm  is  produced  which 

Or,  preferring  the  rarer  guidance  of  prow,  had  be  been  lounging  betimes,  in  the 
morning,  with  the  3d  volume  of  Sehelhorn  in  hit  pocket,  reading  a  meagre 
catalogue  of  the  vellum  booki  (daunt.  III.  vul,  i.  p.  119)  in  the  collection  of 
Raymond  de  Krafft —  with*  note  upon  the  rarity  of  vc  Hum-printed  hooks,  and 
D,  from  Bai  tholinua,  (Dim.  de  Legend,  libris.  p.  95)  of  the  copy  of 
a,  upon  tfae  nine  material?  The  answer  is  probably  . 
I  French  bibliographers,  there  is  scarcely  a  writer,  from 
Naad£  to  Brunef,  who  is  not  lavish  in  the  specification  of  books  printed  upon 
vellum.  Yet  why  Mouiietir  Brunei,  in  the  lut  and  bat  edition  of  bb  Manuel, 
(idL  I.  p.  vij)  should  suppress  a  note,  respecting  the  Dumber  and  importance  of 
the  reUxun  copies  introduced  in  his  work  —  which  bad  appeared  in  the  previous 
edition  (to),  l  p,  ij,) — Li,  to  my  finite  capacity,  quite  inconceivable.  The 
note,  here  alluded  to,  is  well  worth  consulting  upon  the  subject  now  under 
discussion.  Before,  however,  we  come  to  the  express  mention  of  books  printed 
apon  shcrp  or  cnlf-ikin,  let  us  cast  a  cursory,  but  approving  glance,  upon  a 
representation  of  the  Method  of  dressing  these  skins — as  exhibited  in  that  pretty 
and  rather  uncommon  little  book  of  Arts  and  Trades  (under  the  title  of 
(lANOnAI  A,  &c)  which  appeared  at  Frankfort  in  1568,  lfmo.  with  cnU 
from  the  designs  of  Jest  Amman. 
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will  be  sought  in  vain  among  modern  similar  publications. 
What  things  have  I  not  heard  of  the  Aldhu  Cabinet  in 
St.  James's  Place  /• — to  which,  more  than  once,  I  think, 
Lysander  made  some  allusion  in  his  First  Day's  Discourse? 

Consult  Mr.  Singer's  ingenious  and  splendid  volume  upon  Researches  into  ike 
History  of  Playing  Cards,  &c.  1816, 4to.  p.  177-9 :  where  two  other  embellish- 
ments, from  the  same  amusing  work,  are  given  with  equal  fidelity. 

•  Aldine  Cabinet  in  St.  James's  Place.']   This  is  really  opening  a  Queen 
Charlotte-broadside  upon  the  vellum  subject:  and  so,  having  fairly  got  into 
'  the  thick  of  the  fight/ 1  will  strive  to  render  justice  to  the  subject  only  glanced 
at  by  Philemon,  and  scarcely  touched  upon  by  Lisardo.    The «  Cabinet'  alluded 
to,  is,  as  all  the  book  world  well  knows,  the  property  of  Earl  Spewceb  ;  being 
situate  at  the  southern  eitremity  of  Spencer  House,  and  having  a  sort  of  semi* 
circular  termination  or  finishing.    It  has  an  immediate  connection,  by  a  door, 
with  the  library  in  which  the  Editiones  Principes  are  contained ;  and  with  winch 
said  '  Editiones  Principes,'  it  is  not  less  well  known,  that,  for  three  successive 
years,  I  kept  up  a  most  intimate  and  congenial  acquaintance.  This  cabinet,  in  its 
original  state,  formed  a  part  of  the  book-room  here  mentioned.    It  is  now  in 
every  respect  more  characteristic.   The  deling  is  coved  and  seniircular,  and  is 
ornamented  with  compartments  of  gilt  roses.   The  sides,  or  rectangular  divisions, 
from  which  this  dome-like  ceiling  springs,  are  adorned  with  branches  of  pahn  trees, 
also  gilded.    Now  come  the  more  precious  ornaments,  in  the  shape  of  Asdics — 
premising,  however,  that  a  half  length  portrait  of  the  late  Duchess  of  Devonshire, 
when  a  child,  by  Gainsborough,  is  placed  over  the  entrance-door  of  this  cabinet. 
On  entering,  to  the  left,  is  a  mahogany  book-case,  filled— with  what,  dost  imagine, 
curious  reader?—- with  not  fewer  than  fitty  CaxtonsI — '  dedes  repetita 
plaeebit'—  fifty  Caxtons  ! ! !  Among  these  are  the  Arthur,  the  RecueU  (French 
and  English)  the  Book  for  Travellers,  Reynard  the  Fox,  both  the  Chen  Play  edi- 
tions, the  Great  and  LHttleCato,  the  two  Chancers,  Gower,  Jason*  Blanchardin  and 
Eglantine,  and— no  morel  *  PII  tell  no  more/   This  Caxtonian  (not '  Phoenix*) 
nest,  was,  during  the  bibUomaniacal  ardour  of  the  year  1812,  (being  the  first  year 
after  the  publication  of  a  certain7  Bibliographical  Romance)  worth  —  thousand 
pounds :  that  is  to  say,  at  least  three  times  the  '  round '  number  mentioned  by 
Shylock  when  he  talks  of  *  ducats.'  To  the  right  of  this  cabinet  entrance-door  is 
another  mahogany  book-case ;  filled — •  with  what,  dost  imagine,  curious  reader  ?' 
— with  nothing  less  than  the  Wyneyns  and  Pynsons  and  St.  Alban  Books  of 
the  xvth  century :  and,  among  the  latter,  with  a  complete  copy  of  the  Boke  of 
Hawking,  Hunting,  and  Cote  Armour,  of  the  date  of  1486.   (How  many  times 
must  I  mention  this  delicious  treasure  ?— '  A  thousand,'  if  you  please,  replies  my 
friend  Bernardo— the  commentator  thereupon !) 

But  where  are  the  vellum  Aldubeb — exclaims  the  impatient  Honorio?!  AH 
tilings  in  due  order  and  season — and  . . .  yonder,  to  the  right  of  the  fire  place, 
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Lisa&do.  It  has  been  my  good  fortune  not  only  to  see, 
but  to  handle  closely,  the  Aldine  treasures  here  alluded  to. 
They  deserve  indeed  all  that  can  be  said  of  them ;  and 

behold  the  vellum  treasures  in  pursuit  of!  There  they  stand— warm,  comfortable, 
upon  good  terms  of  fellowship  with  each  other,  aud  coated  in  cases  of  blue 
morocco.  Read,  and  go  home,  and  despair  . . .  and  thou  wilt  not  be  the  first, 
sympathetic  reader,  who  has  experienced  the  same  melancholy  sensation. 

Eabl  Spencer's  Vellum  Aldoses. 

Vvgiluu,  1501,  8vo.  Bound  in  olive  colour  morocco ;  with  a  portrait  of  Virgil  on 
one  side,  aud  of  Aldus  on  the  other,  painted  in  oil,  in  bistre  colour,  by  Mr. 
Fuseli.  This  copy  is  indeed  of  extraordinary,  and  perhaps  matchless,  beauty ; 
and  U  described  in  the  BibL  Pant,  no.  SOI.  It  was  obtained  of  Mr.  Payne. 
His  Lordship  possesses  the  counterfeit  of  it  (published  at  Lyons)  also  upop 
vellum  ;  but  it  is  '  sorry  com/  compared  with  the  sterling  worth  of  its 
precursor. 

Petrmcha,  1501,  8to.  When  Mr.  Salvi,a  very  knowing  bookseller  of  Milan,,  was 
shewn,  by  me,  this  vellum  Petrarch,  he  experienced  a  sort  of  sensation  ap- 
proaching to  that  of  hysterics ...  not  at  the  extraordinary  splendor  and 
condition  of  this  copy,  but  because,  formerly,  either  Count  Melsi  or  the 
Marquis  Trivulsio  (at  this  moment  I  forget  which)  had  thrown  himself 
upon  his  knees  to  obtain  from  him  this  identical  volume  1  Mr.  Salvi  however, 
on  the  cessation  of  a  few  natural  sighs,  and  after  he  had  obtained  complete 
self-possession,  admitted  that  it  could  not  be  in  better  company  than  where 
it  is  now  deposited.  The  binding  is  sufficiently  whimsical.  lord  Spencer 
was  at  the  bead  of  the  Admiralty  when  it  was  bound ;  and  a  portion  of  a  court- 
drat,  of  satin,  highly  ornamented,  was  devoted  to  it— with  the  double  felicity  of 
an  Anchor  at  the  back !  This  copy  however  has  nothing  like  the  amplitude  of 
the  Crachtrode  copy ;  nor  is  h,  indeed,  of  such  dimensions  as  the  one  in  the 
library  of  the  Right  Hon.  T.  Grenville :  which  latter  merits  a  distinct  notice. 
It  is  bound  in  light  blue  velvet,  enclosed  in  a  morocco  case ;  and  upon  the 
exterior  of  the  binding,  in  the  centre  of  the  left  side,  is  a  cornelian  cameo  of 
Earl  Spencer,  wrought  by  Merchant  with  consomate  skill  and  success.  This 
preckras  copy  was  a  present  from  Earl  Spencer  to  its  present  owner. 

His  Lordship  possesses  also  a  vellum  copy  of  the  reprint  or  forgery  of 
this  Aldine  impression :  but  it  is  a  '  base  counterfeit.' 

1501,  8vo.  Opposite  the  first  page  of  the  text,  there  is  an  illumination, 

exceedingly  well  executed,  in  colours  highly  preserved,  of  the  poet,  laureated, 

before  him,  with  a  scroll,  (upon  which  his.  satire  is  supposed  to  be 

I,)  three  men,  the  objects  of  his  indignation.    In  other  respects  the 

copy  is  sound ;  but  neither  very  large  nor  very  white. 

Mmtialu,  1501, 8vo.  This  copy  has  the  fore-edge  protected  by  its  ancient  gilt 

ornaments :  but  it  is,  in  other  respects,  not  quite  so  white  as  could  be  desired. 

It  has  howeUi  something  of  grenadier-like  dimensions. 
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without  flattery  or  falsehood  (for  equally  do  I  abhor  these 
twin  sisters)  they  are  infinitely  beyond  what  any  British 

Earl  Spencer's  Vellum  Alduse*. 

Ovidu  Opera  Omnia,  1502, 8vo.  $  vols.  In  rich  old  morocco  binding.  It  is  proba- 
bly among  the  most  singular  pieces  of  good  fortune,  with  a  collector  of  Teflon 
Alduses,  to  obtain  so  complete  and  so  fine  a  copy  of  these  rare  volumes  as  the 
one  under  description.    The  condition  of  them  is  quite  enviable. 

Dante,  1502, 8vo.  The  present  is  what  may  be  called,  upon  the  whole,  a  resplen- 
dent copy ;  and  the  binding  of  it,  by  Herring,  in  olive  colour  morocco,  such 
as  suits  well  with  the  condition  of  such  a  treasure.  Very  few^finer  specimens 
of  a  vellum  Aldus  are  to  be  met  with. 

Sophocles,  Gr.  1502,  8vo.  Unluckily,  this  exceedingly  rare  specimen  of  a  vellum 
Aldus  is  very  imperfect :  having  only  half  the  EUetra,  and  wanting  the  whole 
of  the  Ajaxflagell^er.  The  condition  of  what  remains  of  it  only  makes  us  the 
more  regret  the  want  of  the  severed  pieces.  It  is  of  such  rarity,  that  Mods. 
Renouard  hnd  no  suspicion  even  of  its  existence.  It  was  obtained  from  the 
Abb*  Celotti. 

Anthologia  Greco,  1503,  8vo.  In  fine  original  binding.  This  precious  copy  was 
purchased  of  Viscount  Valentia  at  a  price  proportioned  to  its  rarity  and 
worth.  It  had  been  obtained  by  that  nobleman  from  a  library  in  Sicily.  The 
late  Bishop  of  Ely  first  mentioned  to  me  the  arrival  of  this  Aldine  treasure  in 
London ;  and  I  well  remember  the  delight  and  even  eagerness  with  which  he 
dwelt  upon  it— observing  that, '  he  would  himself  give  some  sixty  guineas  for 
it— but  I  suppose  (added  he)  that  my  Lord  Spencer  must  have  it,  at  a  much 
higher  price,  and  so  I  yield.' 

Homerus;  Opera  Omnia,  Gr.  sine  anno,  8vo.  2  vols.  The  first  volume  of  this  truly 
valuable  acquisition  to  a  vellum  Aldinx  Cabinet  was  obtained  by  his 
Lordship  some  fifteen  years  ago.  The  second  was  procured  at  the  sale  of  the 
Larcher  Library:  as  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  and  his  lordship 
bought  the  Larcher  copy  between  them ;  each  of  them,  before,  having  but  an 
imperfect  copy—  and  thus  were  enabled  to  render  their  respective  copies 
complete.  The  copy  under  description  is  in  delightful  condition ;  and  the 
first  volume  of  it  has  rather  an  interesting  fete  attached  to  it.  It  was  the  last 
booh  which  Roger  Payne  ever  bound ;  or,  rather,  death  surprised  him  in  the 
execution  of  it.  To  commemorate  such  an  event,  his  Lordship  felicitously 
adapted  the  two  following  Homeric  verses  :  causing  them  to  be  gilded,  in 
Greek  capitals,  upon  the  exterior  of  the  left  side  of  the  binding.  The  first  verse 
is  from  the  xvixxth  book,  (v.  380)  the  second  from  the  xvirth  book,  (v.  478) 
of  the  Iliad.   They  have  a  prefix,  thus : 

IIArANOS  EnOIEI 
"Off*  Sye  ravr  esroveiTO  iSu/ijo'i  firpagnSeoxrij 
Zoic  hcov  i  wv$9  w  Smtaloc  xa)  (uiipa  luyani* 
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subject,  Nobleman  or  Commoner,  hath  yet  brought  toge- 
ther in  the  same  department  of  collecting.  The  very  spirit 
of  Aldo  Manu  zio  seems  to  breathe  in  that  sequestered  and 
classically  decorated  Cabinet ! 

Philemon.  Do  you  forget  the  name  of  Mac-Cabthy? 

Earl  Sfinceb'*  Vulluk  Aldoiks, 
Pistdarui,  Or.  1513,  B>o,  Thil  it  the  rare  and  precious  volume  which  Count 
Rericiky,  during  the  rale  of  the  Pinelli  libra?,  Jii y  took  out  of  bit  pocket  to 
tempt  its  present  Noble  Owner  to  become  ■  collector  of  fine  Aid  uses :  see 
Ihe  note  in  BibL  Spttiar.  *oL  Li.  p.  f59.     It  is  in  eitraoi-uinary  condition; 
and  the  ikill  of  Mr.  Herring,  who  has  bestowed  upon  it  en  appropriate  olive- 
coloar  morocco  binding,  bu  redeemed  It  from  the  choking  thraldom  and 
tawdry  tute  of  ill  previous  condition.  A  more  lovely  vellum  Aldus  can  whh 
difficulty  be  conceived. 
Smauwrv,  1! Arcadia,  1514,  B'o.  This  tall,  clean,  and  deniable  copy  is  ornamented, 
both  at  the  beginning  and  end,  with  an  ancient  illumination.   It  was  formerly 
in  the  Paris  Collection ;  and  has  the  original  and  characteristic  binding  upon 
the  sides,  with  a  modern  back,    This  may  in  every  respect  be  considered  a 
most  estimable  tellum  bijou. 
Cicera,  De  Officii),  1517,  Bvo.  We  have  here  a  cliarming  specimen  of  the  quiet 
cwjsical  lute  of  the  binding  of  Roger  Payne,  in  olive  colour  morocco :  and 
the  condition  of  ihe  copy  itself  is  such  aa  to  '  rejoice  the  eye  and  comfort  the 
heart' 
Libenuo  Nicolai  Lc  Pvfeori  Eltguntie  de  Metier,  1521,  Bra.  A  precious  little 
tohnne :  smooth  and  brilliant  throughout    An  ancient  binder  however  ho* 
shewn  bis  skill  in  the  use  of  the  '  trenchant  steel'— as  the  late  Dr.  Ferriar  ex- 
pressed it.  This  copy  is  besntifully'bound  by  Herring  in  olive  colour  morocco. 
Putt*  Trei  EgrtgO,  $c.  1534,  Bra.  This  is  a  cropt  copy,  and  the  binding  of  it, 
in  red  morocco,  by  Kalthoeber,  is  nol  of  first  rate  taste  or  skill.    It  is  however 
among  the  earlier  vellum  specimens  of  the  press  of  Paul  Manutius, 
Such  are  the  Aldins  Editions  fbintid  dpoh  villuk  in  the  Library  at 
Spencer  House.     Possible  it  is,  that  the  reader  may  begin  to  feel  his  appetite 
increase,  rather  than  diminish,  respecting  these  eetlum  Aifour .  rimi  may  even 
wish  to  disport  himself  yet  further  in  this  siflnfrnmaccoui  pursuit  . .  .  The  signal  is 
given— and  the  '  hunt  is  op!'  Yet  a  moment  pause.     As  it  ha*  never  been  the 
prajftssad  object  of  the  Noble  Owner  of  this  collection  to  collect  v.  limn  books,  we 
arc  notloeipect  any  thing  likeaflfcc-Cort/nnwnprttiion  in  the  Ji-  which' hereafter 
fallows.'    We  will  first,  however,  beat  one  wood,  thoroughly,  before  we  enter  upon 

another Remember  therefore,  curious  reader,  thou  art  yet  within  lite  pre 

easels  of  the  Aidine  Cabinet.  The  order  pursued  it  alphabetical !  with  references 
to  the  volumes  and  pages  of  the  BibL  Spmceriana  for  fuller  d isTiplioiis  of  the 
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Lorenzo.  Rather  let  us  just  here  suggest  the  rivalry  of  a 
neighbouring  vellum  collection  —  belonging  to  a  Noble 
Nephew  of  the  said  illustrious  character.   It  will  be  obvious 


Earl  Spencbr's  Velmjm  Books. 

Aristotcles.  OI  TX2N  API'OToreAouf  opoi  aptraov  xa\  xaxim  ftrra 
rmv  ftuov  vow  ofeA/jpuDV.  I1AF  112.  XEPAAApa  h  rnfcawr 
ra  Tij  %i\ii  ktvxrria  tru  eewo  itoyovlaf.  *.$.x$  /tup)  SetpyxXiam. 
8vo.  Such  is  the  title  and  imprint,  within  a  border  of  coat  armour,  (being 
those  of  France,  with  angel  sopporters  at  bottom,)  of  this  very  scarce  and  very 
precious  volome  of  Greek  printing,  upon  vellum,  of  7  leaves  only.  This  copy 
was  formerly  Colbert's :  see  Bibl.  Colbert,  vol.  iii.  no.  16106 :  where  it  was 
sold  for  S4l5s.  A  ms.  note  of  the  late  George  Mason  informs  us  that  Fabricios 
had  never  seen  tbb  Edhio  Princeps ;  and  that  the  Greek  dedication  of 
Chssradamus  to  Francis  L,  which  follows  the  title,  was  never  reprinted.  Each 
page  is  illuminated  with  a  gilt  border ;  and  very  many  lines  and  letters,  in 
each  page,  have  the  same  species  of  illumination— after  the  manner  of  that 
of  a  Missal.  This  copy,  probably  unique,  was  one  of  his  Lordship's  earliest 
acquisitions.     It  is  indeed  singularly  precious. 

BiMsa  datitt  Die  Gantte  Heiligc  Schriffi  DeuUch  D.  Mart.  Luther*  Lttnebmrg. 
1627,  3  vols.  12mo.  These  closely-printed  and  beautifuUy-coiiditianed 
volumes  have  been  cruelly  deprived  of  their  marginal  amplitude.  I  do  not 
know  that  there  exists  a  more  successful  experiment  of  close  and  heavy 
printing  upon  vellum  of  the  firmest  texture  and  fairest  tint. 

Cicero  ;  De  Officii*,  De  Amicitia,  etc.  125  numbered  leaves,  exclusively  of  a  table 

of  2  leaves,  not  numbered.    This  beautiful  copy  of  a  vellum  book,  executed 

in  italics  throughout,  is  without  date  or  name  of  printer :  but  I  suspect  it  be 

a  production  of  the  Givnta  Press.    This  copy  has  been  crept,  but  it  is 

sound  and  of  a  fair  colour. 

Constitution  (La)  Fronfoise.  A  Paris,  1791, 18n».  Printed  by  the  elder  Didot 
upon  stoat  but  fair  vellum.  This  bijou  is  scarcely  more  than  4  inches  in 
height.     In  red-morocco  binding. 

Cornosano  Proverbii  di  Metier  Ant.  In  Focetie,  Parigi,  1812, 8vo.  The  editor  is 
Monsieur  Renouard ;  and  the  printer,  Didot  the  elder.  The  vellum  and  the 
printing  are  quite  perfect :  but  Boserain  Lejeune,  in  the  gorgeous  rather  than 
tasteful  binding  which  he  has  put  it,  has  too  much  choked  it.  This  is  one  of 
only  six  copies  upon  vellum  ;  and  presented  to  Lord  Spencer  by  the  editor. 

Heurts  a  lutaige  de  Romme,  1502,  8vo.  Printed  for  Simon  Vostre.  A  choice 
copy  of  an  highly  illuminated  volume  of  Heures :  obtained  of  Mr.  Gutch  of 
Bristol. 

i'/or*.  <Jc.  sec  Us.  Trecen.  Impesis,  flee.  Siraonni  Vottri,  1506,  Bvo.  See  vol  i 
}>.  7tJ.    A  fine  and  uncommon  volume. 
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that  I  allude  to  the  Veflum  Cabinet  of  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Dewy  shies.  I  have  heard  extraordinary  things 
of  that  Cabinet 

Eabl  Spsvcbb's  Vellum  Books. 


Am.  &c  Us.  Bmu  Imuran,  poor  G.  Eustace  pax  Nj  cobs    Hygmn.  Cropt, 

bat  in  lair  condition,  and  a  very  elegantly  printed  book. 

ZeOmisratis*  de  Ugtiae  wnHtmaU  war  sesPerceratiaiis  interienres,  &c  Compoaw 

par  le tianenenr  do  votes  perillrnset.    Jmptimu  m  Pmu m  le rmemdotpm 

la  enrma.    Lm  anil  cmf .  otf  et  dtaxc,  ^c  pear  Gwill—mc  emMmot,  8vo.    In 

A.B.C,  in  eights ;  and  D  in  six.    The  compu«rtioD  is  in  French 

Tbe  naaal  device  of  Eustace  (see  p.  45  ante)  is  at  the  beginning; 

and  a  larger  one,  of  the  arsas  of  France  supported  by  greyhounds,  (of  which 

I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  any  other  specimen)  is  at  the 

was  probably  a  small  ojaarto.    A  heaiitjfal  copy  of  a  very 


Mmrtmtu  Fmrmabd;    landau,  errodetet  fiahcrfns  Jmums 

fteaaaai  a  Clrisfsniirf  Uertiuk.  uudcxjlxiu.  8vo.    A  frigfctfal  vomme ! 
PhmtAri  F+eU*  Am.  Paris,    Apod  A.  A.  BenooardL  ISIS.  8vo.  E.  Typis 
Cranckt.    A  very  beautiful  fittie  volume  of  defigjbtnd  printing  upon  deugbt- 
fnlveJhmL 
Pirfrmimfr  Poafc  famitafiidci   Parma.   flufle  RtmU  ftsmaiiia.  1788, !*■*>. 
An  executively  pretty  hook.    Tbe  printing  is  very  delicate, 

JrtmdimdeL   Tvtm famta  ct  tratta  cngnristiariuii  dal  Sro Orignafc. 

Aospsit  per  Maestro  Sjetaaamda  Jfeur.  &c  moiiil.  4*a.     Can- 

AtoN:  m eights,  with  the  exception  of  M  in  six, and N 

i  Hhaasnsliiaii  are  elepmt  as  well  as  ancient :  bat  tike 

(boand  by  Eahhorhrr  in  fight  green  morocco)  Las  been '  bereft  of 

->  and  the  veimm  is  too  much  soiled.    Tins  b  a  book  of 


1505.  Praatod  by  P.  de  Gaantn.   Ibis  copy  has  not  only 
crept,  bat  the  rteaaTaai  of  the  vdmm  is  anas  rcfvaUve,  It  is  yet, 
Fenam. 
T*  sfami  f  am  Xaaam,  Or.  LmUL  g.  ft  rat  ■  an.  1568,  Una.  1  vols.    DeThort 

bfceonnmion.   A  very  extiaordmary  book. 
Testament  Demtxk.  JJut  Km.  Wkkraaab.  1535,  S  vols.    The  text  is  that  of 
Lather's  venaou.    Tbe  retlom  is  atom  bat  not  coarse,  and  the 

fresh  and  finr.   In  very  fine  uaaftkai     The 


or  aaase  of  pouter)  m  the  Hack  letter :  apparvuny  ahaat  300 
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♦  Li&aido.  Probably  not  more  c  extraordinary'  than  its  in- 
trinoc  curiosity  and  worth  merit :  *  for  almost  equally  well 

Earl  Spenceb's  Vellum  Books. 

Valerius  Maximut.  Without  name  of  printer  or  date,  8vo.:  but  evidently  a  coun- 
terfeit of  the  Aidine.  The  vellum  is  both  coarse  and  yellow. 
Such  is  the  complete  set  of  volumes  printed  upon  vellum '  within  the  aforesaid 
Aidine  Cabinet  at  Spencer  House ;'  where  the  Noble  Owner  himself  generally 
sits— regardless  of  all  the  casualties  and  maladies  usually  attendant  upon  the 
exhibition  of  this  Jifth  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania  1  See  a  certeme  werke  so 
ycleped  :  p.  690.  Now,  courteous  reader,  art  thou  disposed  to  withdraw  thy 
steps  from  this  stone  mansion  of  '  Book-Rarities ;'  or  dost  thou  ask  if  there  be 
yet  other  vellum  treasures — if  a  certain  Record  speak  true  ?  I  understand  thee. 
Thou  dost  wish  to  have  marshalled,  in  close  and  firm  array,  all  the  vellum  volumes 
'  recorded'  in  a  capacious  werke  ycleped  Bibltotheca  Spehceriaha.  Is  it 
not  so  ?  They  are  here,  then,  at  thy  beck— with  references  to  the  volumes  and 
pages  of  the  said  work. 
Agenda  Eccluut  Mogunttnentis ;  1480,  4to.    Thick  and  sombre  vellum :  B.  S. 

vol.  iii.  p.  146. 
Anthologia  Graca;  1494,  4to.    This  lovely  book,  which  bad  been  barbarously 
strangled  by  the  binding  of  Kalthoeber,  has  been  recently  attired  in  oHve- 
colour  Grolier4aahiooed  morocco  binding,  by  C.  Lewis :  which  has  given  it 
both  amplitude  and  freedom  of  opening.    Yet  who,  on  beholding  the  first 
page  of  the  text,  surrounded  by  a  classical  illumination,  (executed  expressly 
at  the  desire  of  Lorenzo  de  Medici,  who  intended  the  volume  for  a  present 
to  his  grandson,  afterwards  Leo  X.)  who,  I  say,  does  not '  heave  a  sigh'  at 
the  spoliation  of  parts  of  the  surface,  and  at  the  devastating  progress  of  the 
steel  of  some  previous  binder  ?  B.  S.  vol.  iii.  p.  3. 
Biblia  Sacra,  Latin* ;  Fust  and  Schoiffher,  1462,  folio,  t  vols.    A  large  and 
noble  copy,  with  ancient  Uluminations,  in  a  high  state  of  preservation.  B.  S. 
voL  L  p.  11. 
■  ;  Jenson,  1476,  fob©.    Although  this  copy  be  of  slenderer 

dimensions  than  the  one  in  the  collection  of  Sir  M.  M.  Sykes,  and  more  parti- 
cularly than  that  in  the  library  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  (from  the  Merly 
collection)  it  is  nevertheless  a  very  choice  and  desirable  specimen  of  Jenso- 
man  printing.  The  vellum  is  delightfully  delicate,  but  sometimes  too  much 
discoloured.  The  illumination,  in  the  first  page  of  the  text,  is  quite  trans- 
porting.   B.  S.  vol.  i.  p.  Sf . 

.  Hailbrun.  Venice,  1476,  folio,  2  vols.    It  must  be  admitted  that 


Uailbrun  has  here  defeated  Jenson ;  if  neatness  of  type  and  delicacy  of 

vellum  and  printing  be  considered.    More  lovely  tomes  (which  might  as 

conveniently  have  been  bound  in  a  single  volume)  can  hardly  be  imagined* 

B.  S.  voL  i.  p.  34. 

•  See  page  36t  post. 
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am  I  acquainted  with  that  Cabinet  aba  The  collection  is  less 
extensive,  especially  in  the  Aldine  department,  than  that 
of  Earl  Spencer;  but  then  there  are,  in  it,  some  glori- 

Eabl  Srsircsn's  Vxllum  Booki. 

Biblia  Sacra.  Maravus.  Neapoi  1476,  folio.  This  copy  is  of  ampler  dimensions 
than  eitber  of  its  biblical  companions ;  and  is,  I  apprehend,  a  moch  scarcer 
volume.  The  binding  (by  De  Rome)  is  most  wretched j  and  too  many  of 
the  leaves  have  a  jaundice  tint  Yet  who  would  not  wield  in  triumph  a 
vxllum  Mobavus?   B.  S.  vol.  i.  p.  35. 

Bibtia  Sacra.  Cermanice,  15* 4,  folio,  3  vols.  Was  it  from  the  sight  of  this  copy 
that  Luther  resolved  upon  putting  forth  a  few  vellum  impressions  of  his 
Bible  of  1539?  See  vol.  L  p.  164  of  this  work.  It  must  be  admitted  that 
these  volumes  are  equally  precious  and  rare.  The  Prophets  (printed  after- 
wards) are  wanting  to  render  the  sacred  teit  complete.  B.  S.  vol  L  p.  58. 

Bosnyacuii.    Lib.  Sext.  LVcretalium,  Mentx,  1465,  folio. 

,  1465,  folio. 


.Venice.  1476,  foho. 


To  dwell  minutely  upon  these  splendid  and  genuine  copies  of  a  well-known 
work,  after  the  details  already  given,  were  a  waste  of  words  and  a  fruitless 
exercise  of  the  reader's  patience.    Consult  B.  S.  voL  HI.  p.  197-400. 
Brtviaruuu  Rommum.  Ncmantula,  1480,  8vo.    A  volume  of  extreme  rarity  and 
correspondent  worth.   Its  condition  both  within  and  without  if  most  desir- 
able.   B.  S.  voL  L  p.  145. 

.  Ambrotumum,  Milan,  1487,  8vo.     Of  equal  interest  with  the  pre- 
ceding article,  and  in  not  less  covetable  condition. 
Coto.  (Dion.)  Duticha  de  Moribus.     Without  date.    This  precious  and  unique 
fragment  gains,  in  mtrimir  curiosity  and  worth,  what  it  loses  in  beauty  and 
perfection  of  condition.    I  am  not  sure  whether  it  be  not  as  old  as  the  year 
1450 :  but  read  the  btbfiognphical  homily  hereupon  in  the  B.  8.  voL  iv. 
p.  474. 
Ckero.  De  Officii*.  Memtt,  1465, 4to. 
>  1466, 4lo. 


'  Ah,  sore  a  pair  was  never  seen  '—But  our  theme  b  too  dignified  for  opera- 
cusportmg :  so,  anxious  reader,  look  for  three  minutes  only  into  the  B.  S. 
vol  L  p.  304-7. 

Clemens  F.  Cmstkmtiomes.   Memtt,  1460,  foho.   A  magnificent  creature!— as  a 
thorough  bred  bibfiograpbical  sportsman  would  errhnm   B.  3.  voL  fit  p.  187. 

-,  1467,  tbfio.    By  no  means  unworthy  of  its 


precursor  j  but  this  copy  ss  not  quite  so  tah. 

— — — — ,  Fence,  1476,  foho,  printed  by  Jenson.    This  copy 


is  however  more  discoloured  than  estber  Jenson  or  its  ltohss  Owner  could  have 
warned  st.    B.  S.  voL  m.  p.  299. 
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ous  old  vellum  books  t  • . .  such  as  ought  have  served  for 
the  pillows  of  the  state-beds  of  Jenson  and  Verard — and 
upon  which  those  illustrious  typographers  might  have  wit- 
nessed forms,  in  their  midnight  visions,  as  lovely  as  those  of 
the  Persian  Houri ! 

Earl  Spencer's  Vellum  Booes. 

Coushmier  de  Normandie,  1483,  folio.  This  angular  volume  gains  in  rarity  what 
it  loses  in  beauty.  It  is  also  the  first  edition  of  a  work,  reprinted  probably 
as  frequently  as  any  with  which  the  reader's  recollection  may  furnish  him. 
B.  S.  vol.  iii.  p.  295. 

Durandtu.  Ration.  Dw.  Offic  1459,  folia  What  a  noble  volume  have  we  here  I 
Search  where  you  please— in  public  or  in  private  libraries  at  Paris,  at 
Vienna,  or  at  London-— you  shall  no  where  find  a  more  '  magnificent  creature* 
(again  borrowing  the  sporting  phrase !)  than  the  one  under  description.  Too 
much  cannot  be  said  in  commendation  of  it.    B.  S.  vol.  iii.  p.  302. 

Hot*  ad  Us.  Pari*.  1491,  8vo.  Ad.  Us.  Undegaotn,  1493,  8vo.  Ad  Us.  Saris. 
1497,  8vo.  1497, 8vo.  Ad  Us.  Rom.  1498,  8vo.  1498,  8vo.  Consult  B.  & 
vol.  i.  p.  150-1 :  vol.  iv.  p.  510-515.  These  six  copies  of  *  Hours '  after  the 
uses  of  Paris,  Salisbury,  and  Rome,  need  not  be  here  more  particularly 
noticed.  The  pages  just  referred  to  will  give  the  reader,  it  is  presumed, 
sufficient  information  respecting  their  comparative  beauty  and  rarity. 

Jsidorus.  Etymolog,  tibri.  z  x.  1472,  folio.  It  is  somewhat  singular  that  two  vellum 
copies  (perhaps  more)  of  the  first  book  printed  in  Germany,  with  a  roman 
type,  should  be  in  our  own  country.  Sir  M.  M.  Sykes  possesses  the  other 
copy  alluded  to.   The  present  is  *  de  toute  beauteV  B.  S.  vol.  iii.  p.  73. 

.  De  Responsione  Mundi,  1472,  folk).  This  volume  is  also  another  similar 


production  of  the  same  press — G.  Zainer*s.    It  is  in  equally  estimable  con- 
dition.  B.  S.  vol.  iii.  p.  398. 

Litter*  Tndulgcntiarum,  1455.  Two  copies ;  upon  oblong-shaped  vellum.  In  what 
other  vellum  list  of  curiosities  will  you  find  even  one  of  these  Letters  of 
Indulgence?  Precious  indeed  are  these  documents— «nd  even  rarer  than 
«  white  crows'  or '  black  swans.'  Do  pray  read  hereupon  in  B.  S.  voL  L  p.  zliv j 
vol.  iv.  p.  573. 

Machasor;  sen  Brcviariutn  Prec.  Judmcar.  1486,  folio.  The  present  is  one  of 
two  or  three  specimens,,  in  this  extraordinary  library,  of  old  Hebrew  books 
struck  off  upon  vellum :  and  rare  and  interesting  '  specimens '  they  are. 
B.  S.  vol.  iv.  p.  528 ;  and  p.  317,  ante. 

Missale  Babenbergetuc,  1481,  folia  A  sound  and  genuine  copy  of  a  very  uncom- 
mon book  in  any  condition ;  much  more  so  in  the  present  B.  S.  vol.  n  p.  133. 

Moses.  IAber  Prtceptortm.  (1488),  folio.  A  very  precious  volume,  and  of  ac- 
knowledged rarity.   B.  S.  vol.  iii.  p.  428. 
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Belinda.  Do  vellum-books  usually  afford  that  species  of 
midnight  luxury  ?  If  so,  my  Lysander,  let  us  henceforth 
discard  the  pillow  of  swan's-down,  and  choose  one  cased  in 
calf's  skin ! 

Earl  Spencer's  Vellum  Booea. 

Ptinius  Senior.  Bom*.  1470,  folio.  Enough  has  been  already  said,  as  wall  hi 
vol.  i.  p.  381,  of  this  work,  as  in  B.  S.  vol.  ii.  p.  157,  of  the  extraordinary 
rarity,  and  almost  matchless  condition,  of  this  genuine  old  volume.  The  illu- 
minations are  still  preserved  by  the  pink  slips  of  silk  with  which  they  were 
originally  covered.  I  am  not  sure  that  the  Noble  Owner  of  these  vellum 
treasures  can  put  his  finger  upon  any  other  classical  volume  of  so  much  worth 
as  the  present! 

PuriUrwm  Lotine.  Mentz,  1457,  folio.  Beyond  all  price :  yet  not  so  costly 
as  the  copy  of  it  in  his  Majesty's  library ;  of  which  latter,  some  eight  or  ten 
years  ago,  I  published  a  detailed  account  in  the  Athcturum,  vol.  U.  p.  369. 
Consult  also  B.  S.  vol.  i.  p.  107 :  in  which  two  authorities,  the  bibliographi- 
cal history  of  this  first  printed  volume  with  a  date  may  be  said,  with 
due  humility,  to  be  nearly  exhausted. 

■  Mentr,  1459,  folio.    Editio  Secunda.   A  large  and  genuine 

copy :  head  and  shoulders  taller  than  its  elder  brother.  In  its  day,  this 
noble  volume  bad  '  seen  some  service.'  It  is  a  precious  acquisition.  B.  S. 
voL  L  p.  117. 

r.  Soot.  Iff.  Sine  Anno,  4to.    A  tery  singular  and 


almost  unheard  of  production.   B.  S.  vol.  i  p.  129. 
Well,  veUum-iovmg  reader,  art  thou  satisfied  with  such  a  splendid  detail  ?  Or, 
dost  thou  say  as  Porypheme  did  to  Ulysses, '  More,  give  me  more  P    Be  it  so 
then    thou  shah  catch  me,  just  now,  in  a  kind  and  accommodating  mood :  but 
whilhci  wouldst  thou  go?  *  To  Althobp.   To  roam  in  that  wide-spreadmg 
sorest  of  russia  and  nic*txxo-coated  books!'  '  Cease.   The  hundred  hands  of 
Brareos,  and  the  brazen  throat  of  Scentor  would  be  madequate'--' Bat  the  setittiiu 
only, (say  you) the  tdlmm$,&e*t  Master  Roskrosms  . .  woaldst  them  withhold 
of  sack  treasures,  and  thus  forbear  making  job  Mewtbfwutetou$ 
complete?'  To  Atthorp  then  we  go— with  the  rapidity  of  Peek,  aad  the 
of  ladomo ! . .  Again,  however,  let  the  orbVr  be  m  the  A  B  C  fastton. 
Gr.  Pnjuo  Cummtmtmri$.  Pmwue.  17*4,  4to>    If  tW  vdhsa  of  tms 
book  were  equal  to  the  types— which  Mr.  Evans  observes  are  ■ 
rfaS€ephen^<^./wM<,ao.83,)tfeeB%ctwoahlbe 
It '»  however  a  very  scarce  volume;  asMr.  Ocheda 
(the  prater  of  k)  assured  him  there  were  sws>/mr  copses  of  it 
prmted  upon  velum   This  copy  is  bosmd  sn  French  red  morocco. 
— >  1791,  ISaso.  Pans*.  U£d**PMm±  This  fade  volume  may 

It  is  also  execafed  by  Bodoui,  but  m  hss 
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Lysajtob*.  You  mistake  the  rhapsody  tf  Lisaido . .  • 
Almansa.  What  i  this  language  to  the  Mooarch  of  the 
Day  I?  Dread  the  severity  of  royal  punishment 


Eabl  Spencxr'b  Vellum  Books. 

small  lower-case  type.  In  the  same  year,  the  same  printer  pot  forth  an  im- 
pression of  Auacreon  printed  in  capital  letters;  of  which  a  copy  upon  vellum 
is  in  die  Craeherode  collection.  The  present  is  *  very  beautiful  copy,  botmd 
in  green  morocco  by  Roger  Payne. 

Ormtio  adversui  Leptinem.  Libami  Dectam,  pro  Socrate.  Aikbmmi 
Rkyihmcortm  Elementorum  Fragmenta,  VencL  Typ.  C.  Palcm,  1785,  8vo. 
Apod  Lanrenthim  Besilium.  Upon  the  whole,  the  vellum  of  this  rare  volume 
is  sufficiently  white,  and  the  present  is  a  very  desirable  copy  of  it.  It  was 
formerly  Count  Reviczky's. 
Audoeni  Joanmt  Cambr.  Brit.  Epigrammata,  1794,  ltmo.  2  vols.  Printed  by  the 
elder  DidoL  The  editor  »  Mons.  Benouard.  The  vellum  is  thick,  not  white; 
and  a  few  leaves  in  the  present  copy  are  slightly  crumpled.  Of  very  rare 
occurrence  upon  vellum. 
Baldwin  Franc.  It  Lamento  di  Cecco  da  VarUmgo.  Ummo  Secolmt  dtUa  Merit 
di  Cecco.  There  were  only  twelve  copies  (all  upon  vellum)  printed  of  this 
performance ;  and  the  present  is  the  vith  in  number.  With  it  there  is  the 
following  reprint : 
Sterne  del  Poeta  Sriarra  Fiorentino  tcprm  U  Babbit  di  Macone  Tests  aH  laagiw 
Ricato  a  Buowx  Lexione  dolt  Ah,  laeopo  MorelH,  Conttantmop.  m.d.i»;  with 
a  preface  by  Morelli  This  poem  is  printed  throughout  in  capital  letters, 
very  beautifully;  and  the  entire  volume  exhibits  vellum  of  the  purest  lustre. 
It  is  abo  bound  in  vellum,  and  tooled  very  elaborately  by  Bosenun— but  we 
have  here  rather  a  melancholy  specimen  of  what  might  have  been  thought  fine 
binding  I 
Bmbo  PiOrv-<-ddU  I*ori*V»muma 

S  vols.  This  attempt  at  a  specimen  of  a  fine  vellum  book  must  be  considered 
a  failure.  The  vellum  is  thin,  but  occasionally  too  yellow ;  and  the  intro- 
ductory part  of  the  first  volume  is  most  wretchedly  discoloured.  Bartolosafs 
portrait  of  Bembo  is  introduced  in  the  first  volume. 
■Prowp—Vg  Catd'maL  His  Latin  Oration  in  praise  of  Siztus  VI.  delivered  at 
Venue  in  November,  1799,  Printed  by  Zatta,  in  folio.  The  CaidinaPs 
description  (at  page  24)  of  the  Pope's  journey  over  the  Alps,  in  his  80th  year, 
k  rather  eloquently  composed.  The  volume  however  exhibits  but  an  indifferent 
specimen  of  a  vellum  book. 
CaUimathu,  Opera,  Or.  1793,  folio,  lypis  BodVmusrfs.  I  consider  this  volume 
(printed  in  capital  letters)  to  exhibit  the  most  beautiful  specimen  of  a  vellum 
book  which  has  issued  from  the  press  of  Bodoni.  Every  sheet  in  the  present 
copy  seems  to  have  been  picked.  The  recto  of  the  first  leaf  and  the  reverse  of 
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Lobkhio.  Order.  I  pray  you,  Lisardo,  do  Dot  brandish 
the  thunder  and  lightning  of  your  Jove-invested  situation; 
but  pursue,  calmly  and  uninterruptedly,  the  veButn  theme. 

Eabl  Sfxscer's  Vxllum  Books. 

the  last  are  the  only  exceptions ;  bat  these  are  of  no  formidable  kind.    This 
grand  book  is  handsomely  bound  by  Herring  in  yellow  morocco. 

Cwmmm  Ethico  a  dwenk  Auctoritm*  coUegit  A.  A.  lUnouard,  Perisjis  apud 
Editorem,  1795, 8vo.  The  printing  is  by  the  elder  Didot  Thick,  but  white 
vellum. 

Gsteimt.  RencaMtttJokmmaWilkei,  Anghtt.  London,  1788,  Typit  J.  NkhoUs, 
4to.  The  reader  has  already  probably  perosed  (see  Mr.  Nicholls's  Anecdotes 
of  Literature,  <fa  vol  is.  p.  50)  the  gossiping  which  took  place  between  the 
printer  and  editor  concerning  the  execution  of  this  work.  It  was  obtained 
by  his  Lordship  in  the  purchase  of  Count  Reviczky's  collection;  and  is  one 
of  the  three  copies  only  printed  upon  vellum.  Although  the  vellum  be 
orraiionally  rather  crumpled  and  yellow,  it  is,  upon  the  whole,  a  lair  and 
handsome  volume. 

Dim  Catmut.  Fragmenta  Quedam.  Bona*,  1798,  8ro.  ExTyprgraphiaBemon' 
amenta.  The  editor  was  die  Abbe  Moreffi.  The  volume  is  prettily  pruned, 
but  the  vellum  is  indifferent. 

Ducours  Prcliminaxre  Du  Voyage  Pittoreque  De  La  Greet,  178S,  ISmo.  De 
Mmprim.  de  la  Soc.  Iitt.  Typog.  This  is  a  curious  morcean  in  any  shape ; 
but,  upon  veUum,  it  is  doubly  estimable.  The  discourse,  here  printed,  was 
the  one  intended  to  have  been  prefixed  to  Choiseul's  Voyage  Pitt,  de  la 
Greet;  but,  from  fear  of  giving  offence  to  the  Russian  Court,  it  was  altered 
to  that  which  usually  appears  in  the  work  itself.  There  were  very  few 
copies  of  this  impression  (containing  Choiseul's  original  ides  or  plan)  distri- 
buted, and  those  only  for  the  author's  friends.  The  vellum  is  perhaps  too 
stout ;  but  upon  the  whole  this  b  a  most  desirable  little  volume. 

EremmC<mcwDePueroJeru,4c.  IsmdwuTypuJ.  et  J.B.Nkkoi*,et  S.  BemtUy, 
1816,  8vo  This  copy  upon  vellum  is  one  out  of  six :  and  a  prettily  exe- 
cuted book  it  b— perhaps  the  most  elegant  which  has  issued  from  the 
respectable  quarter  whence  it  is  derived.  This  small  volume  is  dfriirafwl  to 
Br.  John  Sleath,  the  present  head  master  of  St  Paul's  school,  by  Mr.  S. 
Bendey ;  whose  prefatory  address,  to  the  youth  of  that  academy,  precede* 
the  text  of  Erasmus.  It  is  a  private  spedmcu  of  nmsmiiHsl  prmtmg,  with 
head-pieces,  flowered  capitals,  and  red  ink  tides.  The  latter  is  the  least 
successful  part  of  the  volume. 
Boratn  Flaeci  Opera,  1791,  fofio.  Fretted  by  BodenL  Tins  ample  spnrimm  of 
veuufli-prinung  must  undoubtedly  be  considered--— a  aware !  Forgave,  gentle 
Bodoni,  forgive  this  heart-fending  sentence;  but  though  '  Cato  be  a  line 
fellow,  Master  Truth  is  a  much  finer  one!'  The  leaves  are  too  thin,  and  the 


358  SEVENTH   DAY. 

It  seems  to  work  wonders  in  your  audience :  and  we  shall 
quickly  hear,  I  make  no  doubt,  of  a  fierce  and  vigorous 
competition  between  Philemon  and  yourself  for  the  collection 

Earl  Spencer's  Vellum  Books. 

whole  volume  heart  a  sickly  and  impoverished  aspect  The  present  copy, 
although  handsomely  bound  in  red  morocco  by  Wakher,  shews  a  frightful 
crumpling  of  the  leaves. 

Loufi  (Abp.)  Speech  at  the  Star  Chamber;  14th  Jane,  1637,  8vo.  pp.  65. 
Fmtrme  of  hyddyng  of  the  common  prayers.  Er.  MSS.  T.  Rawlmsan,  3  leaves. 
These  specimens  of  vellum  printing  are  taken  off  upon  a  quarto  form ;  and 
with  the  exception  of  the  copy  in  the  library  of  St.  John's  College,  Oxford, 
I  know  not  where  to  refer  the  reader  to  another— in  the  same  form  and 
condition.  This  volume  is  handsomely  bound  in  blue  morocco;  and  is 
undoubtedly  quite  a  treasure  in  its  way.  I  knew  not  hew  it  is,  but  oil  I 
had  seen  this  famous  '  Speech  of  Archbishop  Laud/  printed  upon 
vellum,  the  energy  and  argument  with  which  it  abounds  had  never  so 
powerfully  struck  me ! 

IaamiPhartaUa,  1795,  folio.  Printed  by  Didot  the  elder.  If  Mons.'Didot  Paine? 
had  only  executed  this  volume,  upon  vellum,  he  bad  done  sufficient  to  place 
bis  name  in  the  foremost  rank  of  either  ancient  or  modern  typographers. 
The  vellum  is  as  perfect  as  the  typographical  execution  of  it  is  enchanting. 
We  have  here  little  or  no  crocus-tint ;  and  every  leaf  seems  to  have  been 
chosen  with  singular  attention  to  equality  of  substance  and  evenness  of  surface. 
Monsieur  Renouard,  the  celebrated  Aldine  bibliographer,  is  the  editor  of  it; 
and  he  presumes  that  the  accuracy  of  the  text  is  equal  to  the  beauty  of  the 
printing.  I  remember  to  have  heard  him  expatiate  upon  the  unceasing  care 
and  even  microscopic  attention,  with  which,  aided  by  the  sagacity  of  Madame 
and  Mademoiselle  Renouard,  he  pursued  the  task  of  collation  and  correction : 
and  he  now  enjoys  the  fruits  of  such  perseverance  in  more  senses  than  sue. 
The  present  magnificent  book  cost  its  Noble  Owner  lfOL;  and  his  Grace  die 
Duke  of  Devonshire  gave  a  similar  sum  for  another  similar  copy  of  it.  It 
should  seem  that  only  five  were  printed  upon  vellum :  (too  many  by  three!) 
three  upon  Hue  paper:  ('  horresco  referens')  and  tit  upon  the  usual  paper. 
Consult  Peignoft  Rep.  BafrUeg.  Unit,  181 1, 8vo.  p.  tffT.  1  quote  from  a  large 
paper  copy  of  this  latter  work — penes  me — of  which  only  fbmr  copies  were 
printed.  This  is  about  as  it  should  be  I 

Magna  Carta,  1816,  folio.  Printed  by  Whittakcr  a*  Letters  op  Gold.  This  is 
really  a  most  extraordinary  production.  Of  the  ingenious  printer  of  it, 
something  shall  be  said  towards  the  dose  of  this  Day's  discussion.  Here  only 
let  it  be  observed,  that  the  copy  before  us  is  richly  Uluminated  and  emblaaoned 
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of  snow-white,  unspotted,  vellum  Alduses  and  Juntas !  Yet 
let  me  advise  both  parties  to  be  moderate  in  their  expecta- 
tions of  success;  for  money  alone  cannot  procure  such 
treasures — and,  after  all,  a  sight  of  the  tomes  of  this  kind,  in 
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by  Mr.  Richard  Thomson ;  who  has  spared  neither  time  nor  labour  to  render 
bis  own  efforts  deserving  of  the  costly  material  upon  whkh  they  are  bestowed. 

Novelk  Otto;  Stampate  a  Spese  de  i  Signori  Giacomo  Conte  di  ClanbrassU, 
Totnaso  Stanley,  e  Wogan  Browne.  London,  Da  Giacomo  Edwards. 
cb.bcc.xc.  8to.  The  advertisement,  on  the  ensuing  leaf  of  the  title-page,  tells 
us  that  only  25  copies  were  printed ;  including  the  four  only  which  were 
printed  upok  vellum.  The  eight  novels  contained  in  it,  with  brief  notices 
of  die  original  tests  from  which  they  were  printed,  are  as  follows : 

1.  Lacrimota  Novella.  Stampata  in  Venetia  per  Alexandre  de  Vie  Venetian, 
ad  instantia  de  Francesco  librer  de  la  Cocha,  1551. 

2*  Hutoria  Dilettevole.  Senza  nota. 

3.  La  GiuUetta.  Stampata  in  Venetia,  per  Francesco  Marcolini  del  Mese  di 
Ottobre  nelT  anno  del  Slgnore  mdxxxix.  ' 

4.  1 

>  Opera  Dilettevole  et  Nuova  de  Gratitodine  et  Iiberalita,  SensaNota. 

'    yAmorote  Novelk.   SensaNota. 
8.  Cato  Notabile.   Venetia,  sens'  anno. 

The  daily  falling  off  in  price  of  these '  Novelle  Otto '  (I  do  not  speak  of  vellum 
copies)  is  sufficiently  to  be  accounted  for*  A  work  of  this  sort,  to  be  thoroughly 
acceptable  to  the  curious  and  critical,  should  not  only  be  most  judiciously 
selected,  as  to  its  contents,  but  most  tastefully  executed  in  a  typographical 
point  of  view  ;  and,  in  this  latter  respect,  the  superiority  of  the  '  Novelle  Scelte 
Rarissme*  published  by  Mr.  Singer  in  1814,  8vo.  is,  I  think,  directly  to  be 
acknowledged:  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  improvement  of  printing,  in  all  its 
branches,  since  the  publication  of  Mr.  Edwards's  interesting  volume.  As  to  the 
present  copy  of  it,  it  is  splendid  beyond  compare :  having  the  title-page,  and 
the  beginning  and  end  of  each  novel,  enriched  with  appropriate  illuminations 
by  the  pencil  of  the  late  Countess  Lucan.  The  vellum  also  is  exceedingly  sound 
and  white :  and  the  binding  exhibits  quite  a  kemelion  in  the  bibliopegistic  art! 
It  is  in  orange-colour  morocco ;  having  the  sides  covered  with  32  ornaments,  upon 
dark  blue  morocco,  oval-shaped— in  the  manner  of  coins— of  the  crest  and  coronet 
of  its  Noble  Possessor :  a  single  (similar)  ornament  is  at  each  corner,  and  4  are 
at  the  back. 

Novelle  Galante.  In  ottava  Bima,  dell1  Ab .  • .  C . .  .  Nuova  edisione,  corretta,  e 
ricoretta  Londra,  e  si  trova  in  Parigi  presso  Molini,  Iibrajo*  etc*  Mx.DCc.xc.ni. 
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the  royal  library  of  France  may  damp  the  courage  of,  the 
most  adventurous  collector. 

Philemon.  Too  true,  too  true :  but  cease  the  cutting 
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8vo.   A  very  beautiful  volume :  the  vellum  being  both  white  and  substantial. 
Bound  in  green  morocco  by  Roger  Payne. 

Ovid  de  Tristibus,  The  Three  First  Bookes  of.  Translated  into  English  by  Thomas 
Churchyard*.  London,  1816,  4to.  We  have  here  a  singular  performance  in 
every  respect  The  present  is  one  of  the  volumes  which  form,  as  it  were,  the 
Roxbubohe-Club  Library.  It  is  a  reprint  from  the  only  known  copy  of 
the  original  edition  of  1587,  at  Althorp;  and  the  copy  before  us,  also 
unique,  upon  vellum,  (from  the  Shakspeare  Press)  is  adorned  with  a  pro- 
fusion of  illuminations,  by  Mr.  Richard  Thomson ;  copied  from  the  more 
ancient  ornamented  MSS.  in  the  British  Museum.  The  title-page  is  richly 
emblaaoned  with  the  coat-armours  of  the  several  members  of  the  Club ; 
being  31  in  number.  Rarely  has  the  adaptation  of  ancient  art  to  modern 
productions  been  more  successfully  carried  into  effect ! 

Prymer  (Goodly)  in  Englysshe,  1535,  4to.  Printed  by  ByddeU  for  Mmthnll 
This  is  a  sound  and  desirable  copy  of  a  volume  of  very  uncommon  occurrence. 
It  is  bound  in  blue  morocco. 

Psalterwm,  Gr.  See.  Codicem  Alexandrinum,  1812,  4to.  The  Revd.  H.  H. 
Baber,  principal  librarian  of  the  printed-books  in  the  British  Museum, 
is  the  editor  of  this  work  j  which  continues  the  laudable  example  set  by 
Woide— of  publishing  a  fac-simile  of  the  text  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament, 
as  that  text  appears  in  the  celebrated  Alexandrine  Greek  MS.  of  the  latter  end 
of  the  ivth  century.  The  present  is  one  of  the  twelve  copies  struck  off  upon 
vellum~-without  notes :  and  it  must  be  admitted  that 'the  attempt  has  keen 
equally  successful  as  arduous.  It  is  in  blue-morocco  binding.  I  shall  shortly 
have  another  occasiou  to  speak  of  the  able  and  meritorious  labours  of  my 
friend  the  Revd. '  H.  H.  Baber/ 

Tarn.  Ammta  Favola  Pastorale,  Paris,  1781,  8vo.  Printed  by  Didot,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Molini.  The  vellum  of  this  covetable  little  volume  is  perhaps  some- 
what too  stout ;  but  it  is  both  white  and  pure— with  the  very  common  ex- 
ceptions, however,  of  the  recto  of  the  first  leaf,  and  the  reverse  of  the  last, 
being  much  discoloured.  The  binding,  in  red-morocco,  is  by  Roger  Payne; 
and  it  exhibits  a  union  of  the  usual  excellences  and  defects  of  that  skilful 
binder.  The  tooling  on  the  outside*  is  in  perfectly  good  taste ;  but  the  interior 
lining  displays  that  dark-blue  sugar-paper  tint,  which  carries  us  immediately 
to  the  vicinity  of  Thames-street  I 

»  Rime  Diverse.  1534,  8vo.  This  impression  is  indeed  a  curiosity,  as  it  b 
from  the  press  of  Antonio  da  Sabio ;  see  page  236  ante.  Where  to  refer  the 
reader  to  another  similar  copy,  of  the  da  Sabii  press,  is  wholly  out  of  my 
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strain!  Revert,  graft  monarch  of  the  day,  to  our  own 
treasures ;  and  let  not  Bodley,  Selden,  Laud,  Hurley,  and 
Cracherode  *  have  collected  in  vain ! 
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power.  But  as  the  San  hath  spots,  (and  indeed  hath  been  lately  moch  trou- 
bled with  them)  so  this  desirable  treasure  is  injured  by  having  a  ms.  title- 
page,  and  the  colour  of  the  vellum  very  materially  tarnished.  It  was  recently 
obtained  from  the  Abbe  Cetotti. 

Tewrdanckhs,  1517,  folio.  Turn,  gentle  reader,  to  the  note  in  voL  i.  p.  202,  of 
this  work ;  and  from  thence  fancy,  if  thou  canst,  what  must  be  the  lustre  and 
the  worth  of  this  glorious  volume.  Perhaps  a  fastidious  observer  might  say 
that  it  has  been  somewhat  'shorn*  of  its  pristine  magnitude,  at  bottom;  but  the 
late  Mr.  Hering  must  be  acquitted  of  this  spoliation — as  I  make  no  doubt 
of  this  '  shearing'  having  been  previously  perpetrated  by  some  foreign 
brandisher  of  the  ruthless  steel!  The  tone  too,  of  this  probably  matchless  volume, 
may  be  thought,  by  the  same  fastidious  observer,  rather  yellowish ;  and  the 
substance  of  the  leaves  somewhat  tougk— but  let  him  consider  the  difference 
between  Italian  and  German  vellum — and  then,  for  one  quarter  of  an  hour, 
let  him  not  cease  lifting  up  his  eyes  and  his  hands  in  utter  transport  and  asto- 
nishment at  what  comes  under  his  vision  1  It  is  in  such  a  copy  as  this,  of 
ancient  art,  that  we  perceive  what  our  forefathers  have  done,  and  how  much 
yet  remains  for  their  successors  to  do !    In  red-morocco  binding. 

Theophratti  Characters,  jc.  Gr.  Johanna  Wilkes,  Anglus,  Recensuit  Londini, 
mdccxc.  Typis  Iohannis  Nichols,  4to.  We  have  here  a  companion  to  the 
Catullus,  noticed  in  a  preceding  page;  but  this  companion  has  not  quite  so 
comely  an  aspect  as  its  associate.  The  vellum  is  very  indifferent  Note, 
however :  this  impression  contains  two  chapters  from  a  Vatican  MS.  collated 
by  Amadutius.  '  O  rare  Johnny  Wilkes,'  what  had  North  Britons  and 
Arguments  upon  Writs  of  Error  (consult  Burrowe's  Reports,  vol.  iv.  p.  25*7- 
2577, 8vo.  edit)  to  do  with  vellum  copies  of  Greek  and  Roman  Classics— 
rather  calculated  for  the  quiet  student  or  secluded  collector !  ?  Yet  there  is  an 
interesting  oddity  in  all  this ;  and  henceforth  let  the  editor  be  numbered  among 
*  vellum-loving  bibliomaniacs.'  This  copy  was  presented  to  his  Lordship  by 
Mr.  Wilkes  liimself.  See  Nkholls's  Literary  Anecdotes,  vol.  ix.  p.  471. 
Such  are  the  vellum  Book  Treasures,  from  beginning  to  end,  in  Town 

and  in  the  Country,  belonging  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  Sfehcer. 

Comparing  some  of  them  with  what  appears  in  the  Mac-Carthy  Catalogue, 

and  the  whole  with  what  were  in  the  Collections  of  Lord  Oxford  and  Dr. 

Msad,  the  comparison  will  be  far  indeed  from  tarnishing  the  general  lustre  of 

the  magnificent  library  from  which  such  treasures  have  been  selected.   Our  own 

•  See  p.  S69,  post. 
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Lisabdo.  Dear  be  their  names,  and  sot  leas  cherished 
be  their  memories !  Indeed  the  latter  was  eminently  distin- 
guished for  taste  and  choice.    But  do  not  let  us  forget  that 

Royal  Collection  perhaps  contains  more  numerous  vellum  treasures . .  and  I  had 
once  thought— but  a  thousand  obstacles  rushed  forward  to  prevent  the  execution 
of  such  an  idea— And  so,  good-humoured  reader,  take  *  en  bon  gr6'— take 
that  which  thou  dost  here  receive— not,  however,  as  thou  wilt  presently  find, 
that  I  have  had '  my  lost  word'  about  *  vellum-book  treasures!' 

*  its  intrinsic  curiosity  and  worth  merit.]  In  the  '  First  Bay'  of  this 
Bibliographical  Decameron  the  reader  has  had  a  particular  account  of  the  extra- 
ordinary worth  of  two  manuscript  vellum  books  in  the  collection  of  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire.  It  now  remains  to  subjoin  a  notice  of  a  few 
choice  printed  vellum  books  in  the  same  collection ;  premising,  that  the  greater 
number  of  these  vellum  bijoux  (especially  those  of  modern  dare)  are  deposited 
in  his  Grace's  principal  library  at  Chatsworth.  Yet,  vellum-loving  reader,  thine 
eye  will  glisten  and  thine  heart  palpitate  upon  reading  what  hereafter  followeth! 

Dux*  of  Dbvonshirb'b  Vellum  Booxs. 

AagtutmuM,  De  Cicitate  Dei.  V.  de  Spins,  1470,  folio.  We  have  here  a  genuine 
sound  copy  of  an  old  vellum  Venetian  production.  Yet  there  are  too  many 
discoloured  pages.  The  illuminations,  however,  are  both  fresh  and  coeval. 
This  volume  is  of '  tried  rarity.'    In  old  red  morocco  binding. 

Biblia  Sacra.  Latvtt.  Jensen,  1476,  folio,  f  vols.  There  has  been  already  (p.  352) 
a  strong  anticipation  excited  of  the  beauty  and  worth  of  this  precious  •  exem- 
plar'—which  was  obtained  at  the  sale  of  the  WiUet  library  (Bibl  Willet. 
no.  287)  for  1681.  It  is  perhaps  the  finest  copy  of  the  impression  extant 
The  illuminations  are  fresh  and  sparkling ;  and  where  we  get  a  couple  of 
snow-white  vellum  pages,  racing  each  other,  (for  I  admit  there  are  occasionally 
discordant  appearances)  the  effect  is  absolutely  dazsiing.  The  illumination 
of  the  first  page  of  the  sacred  text,  although  certainly  inferior  in  point  of  art 
to  the  same  page  in  Lord  Spencer's  copy,  is  very  magnificent :  yet  a  part  of 
this  beautiful  ornament,  at  top,  has  been  sliced  omay  by  the  remorseless  shears 
of  Dx  Rome— leaving  us,  in  sorrow  and  silence,  to  imagine  what  must  have 
been  the  pristine  dimensions  of  this  noble  specimen  of  a  vellum  Jenson-1 

Bontfacws  Papa.  Libr.  Decretal  1465,  folio.  Anne  old  vellum  Mentx  book.  It 
has  been  recently  bound  by  Kalthoeber ;  and  from  the  clipt  state  of  some  of 
the  illuminations,  and  of  the  right-hand  top-corner  numerals,  I  suspect  that 
great  freedom  has  been  taken  by  the  tools  of  the  binder . 

Bonfacius  Papa,  Libr.  Decretal,  Sckoifer,  1473,  folio.  A  volume  of  nobler 
dimensions  than  the  preceding.    In  old  red  morocco  binding. 

Cattle  ofOtranto,  by  Walpole,  1791,  4to.  printed  by  BodottL  «  ThU  edition  was 
printed  at  the  expense  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  Edwards,  who  had  six  copies  taken 
off  upon  Italian  vellum,  from  each  of  which  the  sheets  were  carefully  selected 
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the  present  reigning  monarch  has  shewn  more  than  ordinary 
attention,  in  the  brightest  days  of  book-oollecting,  to  volumes 
printed  upon  vellum.   His  Alduses  alone  *  would  form  a 
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to  fender  this  copy  as  perfect  as  possible.'  Bibl.  Edvards.  no.  165, 1  purchased 
this  copy  for  his  Grace  at  291  8#.  There  are  also  some  pencil-embellishments 
in  it,  of  a  quiet  good  taste j  and  the  book,  upon  the  whole,  is  a  roost  desirable 
specimen  of  Bottom's  vellum-printing. 

Cicero.  De  Officii*,  <Jc.  1466,  4to.  An  ample,  sound,  and  desirable  copy :  in  blue 
morocco  binding  by  Kalthoeber. 

-^—  Rketorica  Vetus,  Jensen,  1470,  folio.  In  its  original  condition,  this  volume 
must  have  answered  the  idea  entertained  of  its  beauty  hi  the  Bibl,  Spencer, 
vol.  i.  p.  350.  At  that  time  I  knew  not  of  its  existence.  It  is  an  especially 
rare  treasure.  The  copy  however  is  not  free  from  soil,  although  in  a  sound 
condition :  and  the  binder  has  curtailed  its  ancient '  marginal  grandeur.' 

Clemeni  V.  Papa.  Constitutiones,  1467,  folio.  A  sound  and  perfect  copy  j  but 
rather  more  discoloured  than  usual. 

Florvus.  De  Jhtob.  Amantibut  Camilla  et  Emilia.  Guiscardo  et  Sigismunda.  Cesar 
et  Stol,  without  date,  quarto.  Sufficient  has  been  said  (BibL  Spencer,  vol.  Hi. 
p.  326,  350)  of  this  interesting  volume  to  render  a  vellum  copy  extremely 
desirable ;  yet,  curious  reader,  we  have  here  a  copy  partly  vellum  and  partly 
paper  j  in  almost  alternate  leaves.  Singular  enough,  this.  The  vellum  leaves 
are  in  most  comfortable  condition.    The  binding  of  this  curiosity,  by  Hering, 

is  both  gorgeous  and  tasteful. 

Galenas,  Be  affectorum  locorum  notitia,  4to.  without  date.  The  printer  was  old 
Harry  Stephen;  and  this  rare  specimen  of  his  press  does  it  infinite  credit. 
The  copy  is  sound  and  clean— and  was  once  of  proportionate  dimensions. 

Heures  a  Vutagc  de  Clermont,  8vo.  printed  for  Simon  Vostrt,  Whoever  wishes  to 
see  realised  all  that  has  been  said  of  the  beauty  of  the  printing  of  the 
Pigouchets,  of  the  Vostres,Bonfons,  and  Kervers,  &c  in  the  Second  Day  of  this 
work,  may  find  such  reality  in  the  present  lovely  volume :  which  is  tall,  broad, 
clean,  and  spotless.  The  binding  by  Hering,  in  purple  morocco,  is  worthy 
of  the  beauty  of  the  interior. 

Harm  Sec*  Us,  Sarum.  printed  by  Julyan  Notary,  8vo.  without  date.  I  kuow  not 
where  to  recommend  the  reader  to  a  choicer  copy  of  a  large  octavo  vellum 
Notary,  than  the  present.  It  is  in  the  most  desirable  condition ;  and  the  bind* 
ing  of  it  by  C.  Lewis,  in  blue  morocco,  is  perfectly  beautiful  and  appropriate. 

Homcri  Opera  Omnia,  Gr.  printed  by  Aldus,  8vo.  without  date.  Mention  of  this 
copy  has  been  already  made  at  p.  348,  ante.  These  are  indeed  resplendent 
tomes ;  and  the  binding  of  them,  in  deep  orange  colour  morocco,  by  Hering, 
is  worthy  of  the  loveliness  of  their  interior.   Thus  then  it  is.    Within  300 

•  See  p.  371,  post 
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Lisabdo.  Dear  be  their  names,  and  sot  less  * 
be  their  memories !    Indeed  the  latter  was  erainen  *» 
guished  for  taste  and  choice.    But  do  not  let  us  f 

Royal  Collection  perhaps  contains  more  numerous  vellum  treasure 
once  thought— but  a  thousand  obstacles  rushed  forward  to  proven 
of  such  an  idea— And  so,  good-humoured  reader,  take  '  en  b 
that  which  thou  dost  here  receive— not,  however,  as  thou  wHt 
that  I  have  had  •  my  last  word'  about '  vellum-book  treasures!' 
*  its  intrinsic  curiosity  and  worth  merit.]    In  the  *  Firs 
Bibliographical  Decameron  the  reader  has  had  a  particular  aca 
ordinary  worth  of  two  manuscript  vellum  books  in  the 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire.    It  now  remains  to  subjoin 
choice  printed  vellum  books  in  the  same  collection ;  premisir 
number  of  these  vellum  bijoux  (especially  those  of  modem  «? 
in  his  Grace's  principal  library  at  Chatsworth.    Yet,  vellum- 
eye  will  glisten  and  thine  heart  palpitate  upon  reading  what 

Dux*  of  Devonshirb's  Vbu.uk  Boot 
AugHstmus,  De  Cicitate  Dei.  V.  de  Spin,  14?0,  folio.  We 

sound  copy  of  an  old  vellum  Venetian  production.   Y? 

discoloured  pages.    The  Uluminations,  however,  are  b        **•■ 

This  volume  is  of'  tried  rarity.'    In  old  red  morocco  1  *■ 

Biblia  Sacra.  Latin*.  Jcnson,  1476,  folio,  ft  vols.  There  has 

a  strong  anticipation  excited  of  the  beauty  and  worth 

plar'— -  which  was  obtained  at  the  sale  of  the  Willi 

no.  S87)  for  1681.    It  is  perhaps  the  finest  copy  o 

The  illuminations  are  fresh  and  sparkling;  and  w 

snow-white  velhim  pages,  facing  each  other,  (for  I  ad> 

discordant  appearances)  the  effect  is  absolutely  da 

of  the  first  page  of  the  sacred  text,  although  ceitaii 

to  the  same  page  in  Lord  Spencer's  copy,  is  very  i 

this  beautiful  ornament,  at  top,  has  been  sliced  am*. 

of  De  Rome— leaving  us,  in  sorrow  and  silence, 

been  the  pristine  dimensions  of  this  noble  speoim 
Bontfacnu  Papa.  Libr.  Decretal  1465,  folk).  A  fine 

has  been  recently  bound  by  Kalthoeber ;  and  fr< 

the  illuminations,  and  of  the  right-hand  top-con 

great  freedom  has  been  taken  by  the  tools  of  th 
Bonfacius  Papa.  Libr.  Decretal.  Schoiffer,  1473, 

dimensions  than  the  preceding.    In  old  red  m« 
Castle  ofOtranto,  by  Walpole,  1791,  4to.  printed 

printed  at  the  expense  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  Ed* 

off  upon  Italian  vellum,  from  each  of  which  tl 
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sweet  posey,  I  understand,  far  the  gala-dress  of  any  biUio- 
maniacal  courtier !  Of  his  other  similar  gems,  I  am  not  able 
even  to  venture  at  a  guess. 

Dukx  op  DevojtshibVs  Vellum  Books. 

yards  of  each  other,  there  are  to  be  found  not  fewer  than  tkrbs  Almwb 
vellum  Homebs  :  beauteous  in  compJection,  perfect  in  growth,  and  denial 
in  apparel!  What  a  place  is'  London  Town !  V  For  this  alone,  •  perdie,'  she 
might  be  called  the  Empress  of  cities. 

J*j*tniani  Institut.  Ubr.  V.  Sckefher,  1472,  folio.  A  dean,  sound,  and  ample 
copy.    In  old  morocco  binding. 

Lucani  Pharsalia,  1795,  folio,  printed  by  Renouard.  This  sumptuoos  and  exqui- 
site volume  has  been  before  noticed,  p.  358.  The  present  is  the  only  other 
copy  of  it  in  England.  It  is  not  less  sumptuously  and  exquisitely  bound  m 
orange-colour  morocco  by  C.  Lewis.    A  very  sun  at  noon-day ! 

Magna  Carta,  1816,  folio,  printed  by  Whittaker  in  Letters  of  Gold.  Mention 
having  been  already  made  (see  p.  358,  ante)  of  this  gorgeous  and  truly 
uurivalled  production,  it  remains  here  only  to  observe  that  the  present  is 
one  of  three  copies  already  executed  upon  vellum  with  a  purple  ground. 
Its  worth  may  be  estimated  accordingly.  But  see  the  Whittaeeeian 
artide,  post. 

Mar  (La)  da  Histoires,  Verard,  1497.  folio,  2  vols.  First  edition— and  Colbert* » 
own  copy  of  it.  What  wouldst  expect)  gentle  reader  ?  Illuminations  rich  and 
unsoiled ;  vdlum  white  and  firm ;  margin  ample  and  proportionate  ?  I  They 
are  here.  Will  the  Mac-Carthy  copy  (BibL  Mac-Cartny,  vd.  ii.  no.  3943) pre- 
sume to  •  lift  its  head'  above  the  present  ?  Rather  ask, '  will  all  the  Marshals 
of  France,  united,  with  the  Ex-Emperor  at  the  head  of  them,  venture  to 
measure  swords  with  Arthur  Duke  of  Wellington?'  I  trow  not. 

Nonius  Marcelku,  Jenson,  1476,  folio.  This  delicious  volume  came  from  the 
collection  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Edwards ;  and  Mr.  Evans  (see  BibL  Edvards, 
no.  287)  shall  be  my  sole  authority  in  the  description  of  it.  '  It  has  the  title,  and 
52  miniatures  [capital  initials]  from  the  antique,  in  relief  on  pale  blue  ground, 
most  exquisitely  painted  for  the  Media  fiunily— as  appears  by  the  arms  in  the 
beginning  of  the  work.  It  is  impossible  for  the  beauty  of  this  copy  to  be 
surpassed.'  This  competition-exciting  description  would  naturally  lead  to  a 
tough  contest  for  the  acquisition  of  such  a  treasure ;  nor  could  this  vellum 
Helen  be  borne  off  triumphantly  until  her  Menelavs  had  inflicted  one 
hundred  and  ninety  nine  strokes  and  a  half  upon  his  Parisian  opponent !  But 
we  will  resume  sobriety  of  description.  This  copy,  bound  recently  in  a  very 
dassical  manner  by  C.  Lewis,  has  its  ancient  gilt  fore-edge  ;  yet  it  is  manifest, 
from  the  doseness  of  the  dd  cutting  to  the  top  comer  numerals,  that  it  bath 
'  suffered  somewhat  in  altitude.  Upon  the  whole,  however,  thb  volume  has 
a  most  joyous  and '  spirit-stirring'  piopeity  about  it 
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Lysakdeb.  Philemon,  I  think,  mentioned  the  name  of 
Count  Mac-Carthy — 

LiSA&DO.  He  did  so  ;  and  truly,  if  the  mere  acquisition 


Dukb  of  Devonshire's  Vellum  Books. 

Palace  of  Pleasure,  WiiUam  Pointers,  1813.  4to.  2  toL  Reprinted  by  J.  Harding, 
from  a  collation  of  the  older  editions,  with  a  preface  and  annotations,  by  Mr. 
J.  Hasfewood.  There  were  only  seven  copies  of  this  reprint  upon  vellum.  The 
leaves  were  picked  with  singular  care  and  nicety  ;  and  take  it '  for  all  m  all/ 
it  is  among  the  roost  successful  vellum  experiments  which  any  British  modern 
press  has  produced— considering  the  quantity  of  matter  to  be  impressed.  It  is 
indeed  a  very  lovely  performance.  Sir  M.  M.  Sykes  and  Mr.  G.  Hibbert 
are  the  fortunate  owners  of  two  of  the  remaining  six  copies. 

Petrarcha.  Triompho  deUo  Amort  di,  $c.  M,  F.  This  volume,  which  has  rather  an 
octavo  than  a  quarto  form,  (although  originally  it  was  in  all  probability  of  the 
latter  size)  is  without  date  and  name  of  printer ;  but  I  suspect,  from  the 
similarity  of  its  typographical  execution  to  the  Arcadia  of  Sanvfuoro  in  Lord 
Spencer's  collection,  described  at  page  $$1,  ante,  that,  if  not  in  the  xvth,  it 
is  printed  early  in  the  xvith  century:  and,  as  such,  must  be  treasured 
accordingly.  A  full  page  has  97  lines,  and  the  signatures  a,  b,  c,  and  d,  run 
in  eights ;  wjtb  e  in  nine  leaves.    At  the  end  we  read : 

Fbie  de  Triomphi  del  clarimmo 
poeta  Francesco  petrarcha. 

This  rare  and  estimable  volume  is  handsomely  bound  in  light  blue  morocco* 
■  Sonetti  e  Canvmi,  1514,  Qvo.  If  fragrant  flowers  and  soft  music  be 

invoked  in  the  description  of  a  supposed  vellum  Appian  by  Ratdolt,  of  1477, 
(see  voL  L  p.  404)  what  substances  and  sounds  ought  not  to  be  invoked  in  a 
description  of  the  gem  now  before  us !  ?  We  must  however  retain  our  senses  in 
the  outlet,  however  we  may  lose  them  at  the  close,  of  the  description  of  this 
exquisite  treasure.  Know  then,  by  way  of  exordium,  order-loving  reader, 
that  this  very  copy  was  purchased  at  the  sale  of  the  Paris  Library  (no.  328); 
that  the  purchaser  was  Earl  Spencer ;  and  that  the  first  possessor  of  it,  in 
the  noble  family  to  which  it  is  now  attached,  was  the  late  Duchess  of  Devon- 
shire, Sister  to  bis  Lordship,  to  whom  it  was  presented  by  her  Brother. 
A  gift,  in  every  respect  worthy  of  the  donor  and  donee.  Previous  to  the 
aale  of  it,  the  late  Mr.  Johnes  (6  juaxoprn)f)  had  agreed  with  his  Lordship 
not  to  compete  with  him  for  it,  on  condition  of  that  Nobleman's •  withdrawing 
his  forces'  from  opposing  him,  the  said  Mr.  Johnes,  in  the  acquisition  of  the 
vellum  Froissart  of  1514 :  see  no.  546.  Thus  for  the  narrative  is  smooth, 
simple,  and  succinct. 

Now  for  the  book  itself!   The  Paris  Catalogue  tells  us  that  •  Mr.  P*"» 
tiad  the  good  fortune  to  procure  it  at  Florence,  where  it  was  universally 


362  SEVENTH  DAY. 

Liseabdo.  Dear  be  their  names,  and  sot  leas  cherished 
be  their  memories !  Indeed  the  latter  was  eminently  distin- 
guished for  taste  and  choice.     But  do  not  let  us  forget  that 

Royal  Collection  perhaps  contains  more  numerous  vellum  treasures . .  and  I  had 
once  thought— but  a  thousand  obstacles  rushed  forward  to  prevent  the  execution 
of  such  an  idea — And  so,  good-humoured  reader,  take  '  en  bon  gr£*— take 
that  which  thou  dost  here  receive— not,  however,  as  thou  wilt  presently  find, 
that  I  have  had '  my  last  word'  about '  vellum-book  treasures!' 

*  its  intrinsic  curiosity  and  worth  merit.]  In  the  '  First  Day'  of  this 
Bibliographical  Decameron  the  reader  has  had  a  particular  account  of  the  extra- 
ordinary worth  of  two  manuscript  vellum  books  m  the  collection  of  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire.  It  now  remains  to  subjoin  a  notice  of  a  few 
choice  printed  vellum  books  in  the  same  collection ;  premising,  that  the  greater 
number  of  these  vellum  bijoux  (especially  those  of  modern  date)  are  deposited 
in  his  Grace's  principal  library  at  Chatsworth.  Yet,  veUum-loving  reader,  thine 
eye  will  glisten  and  thine  heart  palpitate  upon  reading  what  hereafter  followeth! 

Dukb  of  Dbvonshiri's  Vellum  Books. 

Augustimu,  De  Cicitate  Dei.  V.  de  Spins,  1470,  folio.  We  have  here  a  genuine 
sound  copy  of  an  old  vellum  Venetian  production.  Yet  there  are  too  many 
discoloured  pages.  The  illuminations,  however,  are  both  fresh  and  coeval. 
This  volume  is  of '  tried  rarity.'    In  old  red  morocco  binding. 

Biblia  Sacra.  LatM.  Jcnson,  1476,  folio,  f  vols.  There  has  been  already  (p.  3St) 
a  strong  anticipation  excited  of  the  beauty  and  worth  of  this  precious  *  exem* 
plar'—  which  was  obtained  at  the  sale  of  the  WiUet  library  (BiW.  WW*. 
no.  287)  for  1682.  It  is  perhaps  the  finest  copy  of  the  impression  extant 
The  illuminations  are  fresh  and  sparkling ;  and  where  we  get  a  couple  of 
snow-white  velhim  pages,  facing  each  other,  (for  I  admit  there  are  occasionally 
discordant  appearances)  the  effect  is  absolutely  dazzling.  Hie  Humiliation 
of  the  first  page  of  the  sacred  text,  although  certainly  inferior  in  point  of  art 
to  the  same  page  in  Lord  Spencer's  copy,  is  very  magnificent :  yet  a  part  of 
this  beautiful  ornament,  at  top,  has  been  sliced  away  by  the  remorseless  shears 
of  Dx  Rome— leaving  us,  in  sorrow  and  silence,  to  imagine  what  must  have 
been  the  pristine  dimensions  of  this  noble  specimen  of  a  vellum  JensonI 

Bon*yachu  Papa.  Libr.  Decretal  1465,  folio.  A  line  old  vellum  Mentx  book.  It 
has  been  recently  bound  by  Kalthoeber ;  and  from  the  dipt  state  of  some  of 
the  illuminations,  and  of  the  right-hand  top-corner  numerals,  I  suspect  that 
great  freedom  has  been  taken  by  the  tools  of  the  binder . 

Bonfacius  Papa.  Libr.  Decretal.  Schoiffer,  1473,  folio.  A  volume  of  nobler 
dimensions  than  the  preceding.    In  old  red  morocco  binding. 

Castle  qfOtranto,  by  Walpole,  1791,  4to.  printed  by  BodonL  «  This  edition  was 
printed  at  the  expense  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  Edwards,  who  had  six  copies  taken 
off  upon  Italian  vellum,  from  each  of  which  the  sheets  were  carefully  selected 
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the  present  reigning  monarch  has  shewn  more  than  ordinary 
attention,  in  the  brightest  days  of  book-oollecting,  to  volumes 
printed  upon  vellum.    His  Alduses  alone  *  would  form  a 

Duke  of  Devonshire's  Vellum  Books. 

to  fender  this  copy  as  perfect  as  possible.'  Bibl.  Edwards,  no.  165, 1  purchased 
this  copy  for  his  Grace  at  292.  81.  There  are  also  some  pendl-embellishments 
in  it,  of  a  quiet  good  taste ;  and  the  book,  upon  the  whole,  is  a  roost  desirable 
specimen  of  Bodoni's  vellum-printing. 

Cicero.  De  Officii*,  <jrc.  1466,  4to.  An  ample,  sound,  and  desirable  copy :  in  blue 
morocco  binding  by  Kalthoeber. 

—  Rhetorica  Vetus,  Jensen,  1470,  folio.  In  its  original  condition,  this  volume 
must  have  answered  the  idea  entertained  of  its  beauty  in  the  Bibl.  Spencer, 
vol.  i.  p.  550.  At  that  time  I  knew  not  of  its  existence.  It  is  an  especially 
rare  treasure.  The  copy  however  is  not  free  from  soil,  although  in  a  sound 
condition :  and  the  binder  has  curtailed  its  ancient '  marginal  grandeur.' 

Clement  V.  Papa.  ConstittUiones,  1467,  folio.  A  sound  and  perfect  copy ;  but 
rather  more  discoloured  than  usual. 

Florhu.  De  Duob.  Amantibus  Camilb  et  Emilia.  Guiscardo  et  Sigismunda.  Cesar 
et  Stol,  without  date,  quarto.  Sufficient  has  been  said  (BibL  Spencer,  vol.  iiL 
p.  326,  330)  of  this  interesting  volume  to  render  a  vellum  copy  extremely 
desirable;  yet,  curious  reader,  we  have  here  a  copy  partly  vellum  and  partly 
paper;  in  almost  alternate  leaves.  Singular  enough,  this.  The  vellum  leaves 
are  in  most  comfortable  condition.  The  binding  of  this  curiosity,  by  Hering, 
is  both  gorgeous  and  tasteful. 

Galenas.  De  affectorum  locorwn  notiiia,  4to.  without  date.  The  printer  was  old 
Harry  Stephen j  and  this  rare  specimen  of  his  press  does  it  infinite  credit. 
The  copy  is  sound  and  clean— and  was  once  of  proportionate  dimensions. 

Sevres  a  Vusagc  de  Clermont,  8vo.  printed  for  Simon  Vostre.  Whoever  wishes  to 
see  realised  all  that  has  been  said  of  the  beauty  of  the  printing  of  the 
PigoucheU,  of  the  Vostres,  Bonfons,  and  Kervers,  occ.  in  the  Second  Day  of  this 
work,  may  find  such  reality  in  the  present  lovely  volume :  which  is  tall,  broad, 
clean,  and  spotless.  The  binding  by  Hering,  in  purple  morocco,  is  worthy 
of  the  beauty  of  the  interior. 

Hot*  Sec.  Us.  Sarum.  printed  by  Julyan  Notary,  8vo.  without  date.  I  know  not 
where  to  recommend  the  reader  to  a  choicer  copy  of  a  large  octavo  vellum 
Notary,  than  the  present.  It  is  in  the  most  desirable  condition ;  and  the  bind* 
ing  of  it  by  C.  Lewis,  in  blue  morocco,  is  perfectly  beautiful  and  appropriate. 

Homeri  Opera  Omnia,  Gr.  printed  by  Aldus,  8vo.  without  date.  Mention  of  this 
copy  has  been  already  made  at  p.  348,  ante.  These  are  indeed  resplendent 
tomes;  and  the  binding  of  them,  in  deep  orange  colour  morocco,  by  Hering, 
is  worthy  of  the  loveliness  of  their  interior.   Thus  then  it  is.    Within  300 

•  See  p.  371,  post 
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Lioabdo.  Dear  be  their  names,  and  not  leas  cherished 
be  their  memories !  Indeed  the  latter  wa»  eminently  distin- 
guished for  taste  and  choice.    But  do  not  let  us  forget  that 

Royal  Collection  perhaps  contains  more  numerous  vellum  treasures . .  and  I  had 
once  thought— but  a  thousand  obstacles  rushed  forward  to  prevent  the  execution 
of  such  an  idea— And  so,  good-humoured  reader,  take  '  en  bon  gr£'— take 
that  which  thou  dost  here  receive— not,  however,  as  thou  wilt  presently  find, 
that  I  have  had '  my  last  word'  about '  vellum-book  treasures!' 

*  its  intrinsic  curiosity  and  worth  merit.]  In  the  *  First  Day'  of  this 
Bibliographical  Decameron  the  reader  has  had  a  particular  account  of  the  extra- 
ordinary worth  of  two  manuscript  VELLTJK  boois  in  the  collection  of  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire.  It  now  remains  to  subjoin  a  notice  of  a  few 
choice  printed  vellum  books  in  the  same  collection ;  premising,  that  the  greater 
number  of  these  vellum  bijoux  (especially  those  of  modern  date)  are  deposited 
in  his  Grace's  principal  library  at  Chatsworth.  Yet,  vellum-loving  reader,  thine 
eye  will  glisten  and  thine  heart  palpitate  upon  reading  what  hereafter  followeth! 

Dull  OF  DftVONSHIRS'S  VsULUM  BOOKS. 

Augustinus,  De  Curitate  Dei.  V.  de  Spira,  1470,  folio.  We  have  here  a  genuine 
sound  copy  of  an  old  vellum  Venetian  production.  Yet  there  are  too  many 
discoloured  pages.  The  illuminations,  however,  are  both  fresh  and  coeval. 
This  volume  is  of '  tried  rarity.'    In  old  red  morocco  binding. 

Biblia  Sacra.  Latin*.  Jensen,  1476,  folio,  2  vols.  There  has  been  already  (p.  351) 
a  strong  anticipation  excited  of  the  beauty  and  worth  of  this  precious '  exem* 
plar'— which  was  obtained  at  the  sale  of  the  WUIet  library  (BibL  WUUt. 
no.  287)  for  1681.  It  is  perhaps  the  finest  copy  of  the  impression  extant 
The  illuminations  are  fresh  and  sparkling ;  and  where  we  get  a  couple  of 
snow-white  velhim  pages,  facing  each  other,  (for  I  admit  there  are  occasionally 
discordant  appearances)  the  effect  is  absolutely  dazzling.  The  iUummation 
of  the  first  page  of  the  sacred  text,  although  certainly  inferior  in  point  of  art 
to  the  same  page  in  Lord  Spencer's  copy,  is  very  magnificent :  yet  a  part  of 
this  beautiful  ornament,  at  top,  has  been  sliced  away  by  the  remorseless  shears 
of  Dc  Rome— leaving  us,  in  sorrow  and  silence,  to  imagine  what  must  have 
been  the  pristine  dimensions  of  this  noble  specimen  of  a  vellum  Jensen! 

Bontfacht*  Papa.  Libr.  Decretal.  1465,  folk).  A  nne  old  vellum  Menta  book  It 
has  been  recently  bound  by  Kalrhoeber ;  and  from  the  cUpt  state  of  some  of 
the  illuminations,  and  of  the  right-hand  top-comer  numerals,  I  suspect  that 
great  freedom  has  been  taken  by  the  tools  of  the  binder . 

Bowfacius  Papa.  Libr.  Decretal.  Sckoiffer,  1473,  folio.  A  volume  of  nobler 
dimensions  than  the  preceding.    In  old  red  morocco  binding. 

Castle  qfOtranto,  by  Watpole,  1791,  4to.  printed  by  BodonL  «  This  edition  was 
printed  at  the  expense  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  Edwards,  who  had  six  copies  taken 
off  upon  Italian  vellum,  from  each  of  which  the  sheets  were  carefully  selected 
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the  present  reigning  monarch  has  shewn  more  than  ordinary 
attention,  in  the  brightest  days  of  book-oollecting,  to  volumes 
printed  upon  vellum.    His  Alduses  alone  *  would  form  a 

DUXS  OF  DsVON8HlRE*S  VELLUM  BOOKS. 

to  render  this  copy  as  perfect  as  possible.'  Bibl.  Edvards.  no.  165, 1  purchased 
this  copy  for  his  Grace  at  29L  81.  There  are  also  some  penal-embellishments 
in  it,  of  a  quiet  good  taste ;  and  the  book,  upon  the  whole,  is  a  most  desirable 
specimen  of  Bodoni's  vellum-printing. 

Cicero.  De  Officii*,  £c.  1466,  4to.  An  ample,  sound,  and  desirable  copy :  in  blue 
morocco  binding  by  Kalthoeber. 

—  Rketorka  Ferns,  Jenson,  1470,  folio.  In  its  original  condition,  this  volume 
must  have  answered  the  idea  entertained  of  its  beauty  in  the  BibL  Spencer, 
vol.  i.  p.  550.  At  that  time  I  knew  not  of  its  existence.  It  is  an  especially 
rare  treasure.  The  copy  however  is  not  free  from  soil,  although  in  a  sound 
condition :  and  the  binder  has  curtailed  its  ancient '  marginal  grandeur/ 

Clement  V.  Papa.  ConstitutioncM,  1467,  folio.  A  sound  and  perfect  copy ;  but 
rather  more  discoloured  than  usual. 

Florius.  De  Duob.  Amantibus  CamiUo  et  Emilia.  Guucardo  et  Sigismunda.  Cemr 
et  Stoly  without  date,  quarto.  Sufficient  has  been  said  (BibL  Spencer,  vol.  iii. 
p.  326,  330)  of  this  interesting  volume  to  render  a  vellum  copy  extremely 
desirable;  yet,  curious  reader,  we  have  here  a  copy  partly  velium  and  partly 
paper;  in  almost  alternate  leaves.  Singular  enough,  this.  The  vellum  leaves 
are  in  most  comfortable  condition.  The  binding  of  this  curiosity,  by  Hering, 
is  both  gorgeous  and  tasteful. 

Gaienm.  De  affectorum  locorum  notitia,  4to.  without  date.  The  printer  was  old 
Harry  Stephen  j  and  this  rare  specimen  of  his  press  does  it  infinite  credit. 
The  copy  is  sound  and  clean— and  was  once  of  proportionate  dimensions. 

Heures  a  V  usage  de  Clermont,  8vo.  printed  for  Simon  Vostre.  Whoever  wishes  to 
see  realised  all  that  has  been  said  of  the  beauty  of  the  printing  of  the 
Pigouchcts,  of  the  Piastres,  Bonfons,  and  Kervert,  &c.  in  the  Second  Day  of  tins 
work,  may  find  such  reality  in  the  present  lovely  volume :  which  is  tall,  broad, 
clean,  and  spotless.  The  binding  by  Hering,  in  purple  morocco,  is  worthy 
of  the  beauty  of  the  interior. 

Harm  Sec*  Us.  Sarum.  printed  by  Julyan  Notary,  8vo.  without  date.  I  kuow  not 
where  to  recommend  the  reader  to  a  choicer  copy  of  a  large  octavo  vellum 
Notary,  than  the  present.  It  is  in  the  most  desirable  condition ;  and  the  bind* 
ing  of  it  by  C.  Lewis,  in  blue  morocco,  is  perfectly  beautiful  and  appropriate. 

Homeri  Opera  Omnia,  Gr.  printed  by  Aldus,  8vo.  without  date.  Mention  of  this 
copy  has  been  already  made  at  p.  348,  ante.  These  are  indeed  resplendent 
tomes;  and  the  binding  of  them,  in  deep  orange  colour  morocco,  by  Hering, 
is  worthy  of  the  loveliness  of  their  interior.   Thus  then  it  is.    Within  300 

*  Seep.  371,  post 
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Lisabdo.  Dear  be  their  names,  awl  not  lew  cherished 
be  their  memories !  Indeed  the  latter  was  eminently  distin- 
guished for  taste  and  choice.     But  do  not  let  us  forget  that 

Royal  Collection  perhaps  contain*  more  numerous  vellum  treasures . .  and  I  had 
once  thought— but  a  thousand  obstacles  rushed  forward  to  prevent  the  execution 
of  such  an  idea— And  so,  good-humoured  reader,  take  '  en  bon  gr£'  — »take 
that  which  thou  dost  here  receive—  not,  however,  as  thou  wHt  presently  find, 
that  I  have  had '  my  last  word'  about '  vellam-book  treasures!' 

*  its  intrinsic  curiosity  and  worth  merit.]  In  the  '  First  Day'  of  this 
Bibliographical  Decameron  the  reader  has  had  a  particular  account  of  die  extra- 
ordinary worth  of  two  manuscript  villuk  books  in  Hie  collection  of  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire.  It  now  remains  to  subjoin  a  notice  of  a  few 
choice  printed  vellum  books  in  the  same  collection ;  premising,  that  the  greater 
number  of  these  vellum  bijoux  (especially  those  of  modern  date)  are  deposited 
in  his  Grace's  principal  library  at  Chatsworth.  Yet,  vellum-loving  reader,  thine 
eye  will  glisten  and  thine  heart  palpitate  upon  reading  what  hereafter  followeth! 

Dues  of  Devonshire's  Vbulum  Books. 

Augustimts,  De  Civitatc  Dei,  V.  de  Spina,  1470,  folio.  We  have  here  a  genuine 
sound  copy  of  an  old  vellum  Venetian  production.  Yet  there  are  too  many 
discoloured  pages.  The  illuminations,  however,  are  both  fresh  and  coeval. 
This  volume  is  of  <  tried  rarity.'    In  old  red  morocco  binding. 

BibUa  Sacra.  Latmt.  Jensen,  1476,  folio,  2  vols.  There  has  been  already  (p.  352) 
a  strong  anticipation  excited  of  the  beauty  and  worth  of  this  precious « ezea> 
plar'— which  was  obtained  at  the  sale  of  the  WiUet  library  (WW.  Will*. 
no.  287)  for  1681.  It  is  perhaps  die  finest  copy  of  the  impression  extant 
The  illuminations  are  fresh  and  sparkling ;  and  where  we  get  a  couple  of 
snow-white  velhim  pages,  facing  each  other,  (for  I  admit  there  are  occasionally 
discordant  appearances)  the  effect  is  absolutely  dassJing.  The  iUamination 
of  the  first  page  of  die  sacred  text,  although- certainly  inferior  in  point  of  art 
to  the  same  page  in  Lord  Spencer's  copy,  is  very  magnificent :  yet  a  part  of 
this  beautiful  ornament,  at  top,  has  been  sliced  away  by  the  remorseless  shears 
of  Dx  Rome— leaving  us,  in  sorrow  and  silence*  to  imagine  what  must  bare 
been  the  pristine  dimensions  of  this  noble  specimen  of  a  vellum  Jenson! 

Bcnifacuu  Papa.  Libr.  Decretal  1465,  folio.  A  Une  old  vellum  Mentx  book  It 
has  been  recently  bound  by  Kalthoeber ;  and  from  the  dipt  state  of  some  of 
the  illuminations,  and  of  the  right-hand  top-comer  numerals,  I  suspect  that 
great  freedom  has  been  taken  by  the  tools  of  the  binder. 

Bonfadm  Papa.  Libr.  Decretal.  Sckoiffer,  1473,  folio.  A  volume  of  nobler 
dimensions  than  the  preceding.    In  old  red  morocco  binding. 

Castle  qfOtrmsto,  by  Watpole,  1791,  4to.  printed  by  BoiottL  '  This  edition  was 
printed  at  the  expense  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  Edwards,  who  had  six  copies  taken 
off  upon  Italian  vellum,  from  each  of  which  the  sheets  were  carefully  selected 
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the  present  reigning  monarch  has  shewn  more  than  ordinary 
attention,  in  the  brightest  days  of  book-oollecting,  to  volumes 
printed  upon  vellum.    His  Alduses  alone  *  would  form  a 

Duu  op  Devonshire's  Vellum  Books. 

to  render  this  copy  as  perfect  as  possible.'  BibL  Edvards.  no.  165, 1  purchased 
this  copy  for  his  Grace  at  29X  81.  There  are  also  some  pencil-embellishments 
in  it,  of  a  quiet  good  taste ;  and  the  book,  upon  the  whole,  is  a  roost  desirable 
specimen  of  Bodoni's  vellum-printing. 

Cicero,  De  Officii*,  <fc.  1466,  4to.  An  ample,  sound,  and  desirable  copy :  in  blue 
morocco  binding  by  Kalthoeber. 

-^—  Rhetorica  Vetut,  Jemon,  1470,  folio.  In  its  original  condition,  this  volume 
must  have  answered  the  idea  entertained  of  its  beauty  in  the  BibL  Spencer. 
vol.  i.  p.  350.  At  that  time  I  knew  not  of  its  existence.  It  is  an  especially 
rare  treasure.  The  copy  however  is  not  free  from  soil,  although  in  a  sound 
condition :  and  the  binder  has  curtailed  its  ancient '  marginal  grandeur.' 

Clement  V.  Papa.  Conttitutumet,  1467,  folio.  A  sound  and  perfect  copy ;  but 
rather  more  discoloured  than  usual. 

Florius.  De  Duob.  AmmHbus  Camilla  et  Emilia,  Guitcardo  ct  Sigismunda.  Cctor 
et  Stol,  without  date,  quarto.  Sufficient  has  been  said  (BibL  Spencer,  vol.  iiL 
p.  $26,  330)  of  this  interesting  volume  to  render  a  vellum  copy  extremely 
desirable ;  yet,  curious  reader,  we  have  here  a  copy  partly  vellum  and  partly 
paper;  in  almost  alternate  leaves.  Singular  enough,  this.  The  vellum  leaves 
are  in  most  comfortable  condition.  The  binding  of  this  curiosity,  by  Hering, 
is  both  gorgeous  and  tasteful. 

Gaienus.  De  affectarum  locorum  notitia,  4to.  without  date.  The  printer  was  old 
Harry  Stephen;  and  this  rare  specimen  of  his  press  does  it  infinite  credit. 
The  copy  is  sound  and  clean— -and  was  once  of  proportionate  dimensions. 

Heures  a  Vusage  de  Clermont,  8vo.  printed  for  Simon  Vottrc.  Whoever  wishes  to 
see  realised  all  that  has  been  said  of  the  beauty  of  the  printing  of  the 
PigoucheU,  of  the  Vottres,  Bonfons,  and  Kervert,  fltc-  in  the  Second  Day  of  this 
work,  may  find  such  reality  in  the  present  lovely  volume :  which  is  tall,  broad, 
clean,  and  spotless.  The  binding  by  Hering,  in  purple  morocco,  is  worthy 
of  the  beauty  of  the  interior. 

Harm  Sec.  U$.  Sarum.  printed  by  Julyan  Notary,  8vo.  without  date.  I  kuow  not 
where  to  recommend  the  reader  to  a  choicer  copy  of  a  large  octavo  vellum 
Notary,  than  the  present.  It  is  in  the  most  desirable  condition ;  and  the  bind* 
ing  of  it  by  C.  Lewis,  in  blue  morocco,  is  perfectly  beautiful  and  appropriate. 

Homeri  Opera  Omnia,  Gr,  printed  by  Aldus,  8vo.  without  date.  Mention  of  this 
copy  has  been  already  made  at  p.  348,  ante.  These  are  indeed  resplendent 
tomes;  and  the  binding  of  them,  in  deep  orange  colour  morocco,  by  Hering, 
is  worthy  of  the  loveliness  of  their  interior.   Thus  then  it  is.    Within  300 
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Lisabdo.  Dear  be  their  names,  and  not  lew  cherished 
be  their  memories !  Indeed  the  latter  wa»  eminently  distin- 
guished for  taste  and  choice.     But  do  not  let  us  forget  that 

Royal  Collection  perhaps  contains  more  numerous  vellum  treasures . .  and  I  had 
once  thought— bat  a  thousand  obstacles  rushed  forward  to  prevent  the  execution 
of  such  an  idea— And  so,  good-humoured  reader,  take  '  en  bon  gr£'— take 
that  which  thou  dost  here  receive— not,  however,  as  thou  wilt  presently  find, 
that  I  have  had '  my  last  word'  about '  vellum-book  treasures!' 

*  its  intrinsic  curiosity  and  worth  merit.]  In  the  *  First  Day'  of  this 
Bibliographical  Decameron  the  reader  Las  had  a  particular  account  of  the  extra- 
ordinary worth  of  two  manuscript  vellum  books  in  the  collection  of  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire.  It  now  remains  to  subjoin  a  notice  of  a  few 
choice  printed  vellum  books  in  the  same  collection ;  premising,  that  the  greater 
number  of  these  vellum  bijoux  (especially  those  of  modern  date)  are  deposited 
in  his  Grace's  principal  library  at  Chatsworth.  Yet,  vellum-loving  reader,  thine 
eye  will  glisten  and  thine  heart  palpitate  upon  reading  what  hereafter  followeth! 

Dukb  op  Devonshire's  Vbllum  Books. 

Augustmus,  De  debate  Dei.  V.  de  Spira,  1470,  folio.  We  have  here  a  genuine 
sound  copy  of  an  old  vellum  Venetian  production.  Yet  there  are  too  many 
discoloured  pages.  The  illuminations,  however,  are  both  fresh  and  coeval. 
This  volume  is  of '  tried  rarity.'    In  old  red  morocco  binding. 

Biblia  Sacra.  Latind.  Jensen,  1476,  folio,  2  vols.  There  has  been  already  (p.  35*) 
a  strong  anticipation  excited  of  the  beauty  and  worth  of  this  precious  *  exem- 
plar'—which  was  obtained  at  the  sale  of  the  WiUet  library  (BibL  WUUt. 
no.  287)  for  1681.  It  is  perhaps  the  finest  copy  of  the  impression  extant 
The  illuminations  are  fresh  and  sparkling;  and  where  we  get  a  couple  of 
snow-white  velhim  pages,  racing  each  other,  (for  I  admit  there  are  occasionally 
discordant  appearances)  the  effect  is  absolutely  dazzling.  Hie  illnmination 
of  the  first  page  of  the  sacred  text,  although  certainly  inferior  in  point  of  art 
to  the  same  page  in  Lord  Spencer's  copy,  is  very  magnificent :  yet  a  part  of 
this  beautiful  ornament,  at  top,  has  been  sliced  away  by  the  remorseless  shears 
of  Dx  Rome— leaving  us,  in  sorrow  and  silence,  to  imagine  what  must  have 
been  the  pristine  dimensions  of  this  noble  specimen  of  a  vellum  Jensonl 

Bonifacio*  Papa.  Libr.  Decretal.  1465,  folio.  A  tine  old  vellum  Menta  book  It 
has  been  recently  bound  by  Kalthoeber ;  and  from  the  dipt  state  of  some  of 
the  illuminations,  and  of  the  right-hand  top-comer  numerals,  I  suspect  that 
great  freedom  has  been  taken  by  the  tools  of  the  binder. 

Bonifacius  Papa.  Libr.  Decretal.  Schoiffcr,  1473,  folio.  A  volume  of  nobler 
dimensions  than  the  preceding.    In  old  red  morocco  binding. 

Cattle  qfOtranto,  by  Walpole,  1791,  4to.  printed  by  BodonL  '  This  edition  was 
printed  at  the  expense  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  Edwards,  who  had  six  copies  taken 
off  upon  Italian  vellum,  from  each  of  which  the  sheets  were  carefully  selected 


SEVENTH  DAY.  368 

the  present  reigning  monarch  has  shewn  more  than  ordinary 
attention,  in  the  brightest  days  of  book-oollecting,  to  volumes 
printed  upon  vellum.    His  Alduses  alone  *  would  form  a 

Duke  of  Devonshire's  Vellum  Books. 

to  fender  this  copy  as  perfect  as  possible.'  Bibl.  Edvards.  no.  165, 1  purchased 
this  copy  for  his  Grace  at  29*.  8s.  There  are  also  some  pencil-embellishments 
in  it,  of  a  quiet  good  taste ;  and  the  book,  upon  the  whole,  is  a  most  desirable 
specimen  of  Bodoni's  vellum-printing. 

Cicero.  De  Officii*,  <Jc.  1466,  4to.  An  ample,  sound,  and  desirable  copy :  in  blue 
morocco  binding  by  Kalthoeber. 

— —  Rhetorica  Vetvs,  Jenion,  1470,  folio.  In  its  original  condition,  this  volume 
must  have  answered  the  idea  entertained  of  its  beauty  in  the  Bibl  Spencer. 
vol.  i.  p.  550.  At  that  time  I  knew  not  of  its  existence.  It  is  an  especially 
rare  treasure.  The  copy  however  is  not  free  from  soil,  although  in  a  sound 
condition :  and  the  binder  has  curtailed  its  ancient '  marginal  grandeur.' 

Clement  V.  Papa.  Conttitutionet,  1467,  folio.  A  sound  and  perfect  copy j  but 
rather  more  discoloured  than  usual. 

Fionas.  De  Duob.  Amantiinu  Camilb  et  Emilia.  Guiscardo  et  Sigismunda.  Cesar 
et  Stol,  without  date,  quarto.  Sufficient  has  been  said  (BibL  Spencer,  vol.  iii. 
p.  326,  330)  of  this  interesting  volume  to  render  a  vellum  copy  extremely 
desirable ;  yet,  curious  reader,  we  have  here  a  copy  partly  vellum  and  partly 
papers  *&  almost  alternate  leaves.  Singular  enough,  this.  The  vellum  leaves 
are  in  most  comfortable  condition.  The  binding  of  this  curiosity,  by  Hering, 
is  both  gorgeous  and  tasteful. 

GaUmu.  De  qffectorum  locorum  notitia,  4to.  without  date.  The  printer  was  old 
Harry  Stephen;  and  this  rare  specimen  of  his  press  does  it  infinite  credit. 
The  copy  is  sound  and  clean— and  was  once  of  proportionate  dimensions. 

Beures  a  Vutage  de  Clermont,  8vo.  printed  for  Simon  Vostre.  Whoever  wishes  to 
see  realised  all  that  has  been  said  of  the  beauty  of  the  printing  of  the 
PigouchcU,  of  the  Vostres,  Bonfons,  and  Kervers,  &c-  in  the  Second  Day  of  this 
work,  may  find  such  reality  in  the  present  lovely  volume :  which  is  tall,  broad, 
dean,  and  spotless.  The  binding  by  Hering,  in  purple  morocco,  is  worthy 
of  the  beauty  of  the  interior. 

Harm  Sec  Us.  Sarum.  printed  by  Julyan  Notary,  8vo.  without  date.  I  know  not 
where  to  recommend  the  reader  to  a  choicer  copy  of  a  large  octavo  vellum 
Notary,  than  the  present.  It  is  in  the  most  desirable  condition ;  and  the  bind* 
ing  of  it  by  C.  Lewis,  in  blue  morocco,  is  perfectly  beautiful  and  appropriate. 

Homeri  Opera  Omnia,  Gr.  printed  by  Aldus,  8vo.  without  date.  Mention  of  this 
copy  has  been  already  made  at  p.  348,  ante.  These  are  indeed  resplendent 
tomes;  and  the  binding  of  them,  in  deep  orange  colour  morocco,  by  Heriag, 
is  worthy  of  the  loveliness  of  their  interior.   Thus  then  it  is.    Within  300 

•  See  p.  371,  post 
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LYSAMranu  I  am  not  sure  whether  die  printers  you 
expressly  mention  by  name,  or  those  to  which  you  only 
allude,  may  not  have  rivalled  the  presses  of  the  Alduaes  and 

Vbllum  Books  in  trb  Royal  Library  op  Franor. 

Un  autre  exemplaire  ealaminl. 
Panegyric!  veteres,  4to.  circa  1490. 
11  Dante,  Mediolani,  1478,  folio. 
Ciceronis  Rhetorica  vetus  et  nova,  1475,  folio. 
Isocrates,  Gr.  Mediolani,  1493,  folio. 

laurentius  Valla  de  Elegantia  Lat  Serai.  Venetiis,  1476,  folio, 
Antbologta  Graca,  Florentise,  1494, 4to. 

Les  Parabolet  de  Maitre  Alain  Chattier,  Paris,  Verard,  1493,  folki. 
Un  antre  eiemplaire. 

Les  trioropbes  de  France,  Paris,  Guill,  Eustache,  1509,  S*o* 
Les  ftuts  et  gestes  du  Legat.  Paris,  Eustache,  1509,  8vo  . 
Ciceronis  Epistolse  ad  Bratom,  Venetiis,  1470,  folio. 
Ciceronis  Orationes,  Venet  Aldus,  torn.  2d.  8m 
Anacreontis  Cannina,  edente  Brunei,  Argent.  1786,  lino 
Eadem,  Argentina,  1778, 16mo. 
Un  autre  exemplaire. 
Les  (Euvres  de  Marot,  Paris,  2  vol.  1729,  8to. 
Les  Poesies  de  Coquillart,  Paris,  1723,  8m 
La  farce  do  Pathelin,  Paris,  1723*  8m 
Les  (Euvres  de  Villon,  Paris,  1723,  8m 
Les  Poesies  de  Martial  d'Auvergne,  Paris,  2  voL  1724,  8vo. 
Les  Poesies  de  Cretin,  Paris,  1723,  8m 
La  Legende  de  Faifeu,  Paris,  1723, 8m 
i  Racine,  du  Dauphin,  2  vol.  8m 

Tetanaque  idem,  2  vol  8vo. 
Phsdrus,  Paris,  e  Tjp.  Reg.  1729,  8m 
De  janua,  Catholicon,  Moguntin,  2  vol.  1460.  folio. 
Longus,  Amours  de  Daphnis,  1731,  8m 
Les  Propheties  de  Merlin,  Paris,  Verard,  1498,  folio. 
Virgplius,  FlorentiSB,  1741, 4to. 
Psfttacus,  Melioris  Statiana  Svlvula,  Paris,  1615, 4to. 
Regsiis  Echo  Epigram.  Morelli,  Paris,  1610, 4to. 
Orphssi  hyiuni  edente  Morello,  Parish's,  1615, 4to. 
Lucretius,  Paris,  2  ml.  1744, 12mo. 
Catullus,  Tibullus,  Properttus,  Paris,  3  vol.  ljmo  1744. 
Apollonius  Rhodius,  FlorentisB,  1496,  4to. 
Homerus,  Venetiis,  2  vol.  1504.  8m 

Egnatii  de  Victoria  Franciad  I.  Carmen,  Mediolanis,  1515, 4to. 
Terence,  en  Francais,  Paris,  Verard,  folio. 
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the  Giunti.  Do  not  let  us  be  prejudiced  or  precipitate. 
There  is  by  far  too  generally  an  established  antipathy  to 
modern  works  executed  upon  vellum*    Do  you  forget  the 

Vellum  Boois  in  thb  Royal  Libra  by  op  Fbahcb. 

L'Enade  de  Virgile  en  Francis  par  St.  Gelais.  Paris,  Verard,  1509,  folio. 

La  Bible  des  Pbetes  ou  lea  metamorphoses  divide,  Paris,  Verard,  1493,  folk*. 

Un  autre  exemplaire. 

Valerii  Flacci  Argonauticou,  typis  Badianis,  159*,  folio. 

Le  Miroir  des  Pecheurs  en  yen,  4to. 

HEpinette  du  jenne  Prince,  par  Bougoin,  Paris,  Verard,  1508,  folio. 

Le  Respit  de  la  Mort,  en  vers,  Paris,  Verard,  1506,  4to. 

Le  sejour  dlionneur  par  St.  Gelais,  Paris,  Verard,  8vo. 

Les  folles  Enterprises,  par  Oringose,  Paris,  8vo. 

Les  fahs  de  Maitre  Alain  Chartier,  Parts,  Lelaron,  folia 

Histoire  de  la  destroction  de  Troie,  par  Milet,  Paris,  1498,  folio. 

Les  sept  articles  de  la  fot,  de  Jean  de  Meun,  en  vers,  Paris,  Verard,  1503,  8vo. 

Le  Mystere  dn  bien  et  mal  avisl,  par  Personnages,  Paris,  Verard,  folia 

Le  Mystere  de  la  Passion  de  notre  Seigneur,  par  Personnages,  Paris,  Verard, 

1490,  folio. 
Le  Mystere  de  la  Vengeance  de  Jesus  Christ,  par  Personnages,  Paris,  Verard, 

1493,  folio. 
1'Art  et  Science  de  Rh&orique,  Paris,  Verard,  1493,  folio. 
Opere  Toscnne  di  Luigi  Alamaoni,  2  vol.  1533,  8vo. 
Les  Triompbe-  de  Petrarque,  Paris,  1519,  folia 
Pamphile  en  vers  Francais,  Paris,  Verard,  1494,  folia 
Un  autre  exemplaire. 

La  Nef  des  dames  vertueuses,  par  Champier,  Lyon,  1503, 4to. 
Sanoazaru  de  partu  Virginis,  lib.  3.  Neapoti,  1526,  folio. 
Pontaiius  de  Obedientia,  Neapoli,  1490, 4to. 
VirgSHus,  Venetiis,  1486,  folio. 
Stultifera  Navis,  per  Sebast.  Brant,  Paris,  1498,  4to. 
La  Nef  des  Fous  de  Sebast.  Brant,  Paris,  1498,  foCa 
The  Shype  of  fooles,  London,  1509,  4to. 
Les  Regnards  traversans  les  perilleuses  voyes  des  folles  de  ce  monde,  par 

Brand,  Paris,  Verard,  folia 
33  Apologues  d'Esope  trad,  par  Guill.  Tardif.  Paris.  Verard,  folio. 
Les  Notts  de  Straparole,  Paris,  6  voL  1726, 12mo. 
Le  litre  d*Amadis  de  Gaule,  Paris,  1540,  folio. 
Tristan,  Chevalier  de  la  table  ronde,  Paris,  Verard,  folio. 
BodsBos*  de  transitu  Hellenismi,  Paris,  1535,  folio 
Bodssus,  de  Philobgia,  Paris,  1532,  folio. 
La  Nef  de  Sante\  Paris,  Verard,  1507. 

VOL.  II.  A  a 
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Uaze  of  splendour  recently  diffused  from  one  end  of  Pall- 
Mall  to  the  other  by  the  sale  of  the  Junot  Librae y  ?  Have 
the  achievements  of  Honorio,  during  that  memorable  day's 

Vellum  Boors  in  the  Royal  Library  op  France. 

De  Novo  Socfctatis  Jesu  Collegio,  carmen,  Rome,  1582,  4ta. 

La  looenge  dot  Rois  de  France,  par  Piron,  1744,  8vo, 

I*s  deux  tonneanx,  par  Piron,  1744,  8vo. 

Orlandini,  Parigi,  1773,  8vo. 

Sotise  a  8  penoonages,  Paris,  tana  date,  8vo. 

Le  nouveau  raonde  avec  l'Estrif,  Paris,  sans  date,  8vo. 

Liber  Viarum  Lingtue  sanctss,  Paris,  1520, 4to. 

Poeme,  sor  la  mort  de  Jesus  Christ,  par  Massey,  Paris,  1627,  ltmo. 

L'  arbre  des  BataUles,  Paris,  1493,  folia 

Qussriug,  de  Societatis  Jesu  Collegio.  Carmen,  Romse,  1582, 4to. 

Les  chroniques  de  Judas  Machabeus,  Paris,  1514,  folio. 

Analecta  veterum  Poetarum,  edente  Brunei .  Argent.  6  tol.  1778, 4to 

Etrennes  poesies  franchises,  par  Baif,  Paris,  1574,  4to. 

Le  passe  temps  de  tout  homme,  et  de  toute  femme,  Paris,  Verard,  4to. 

Les  loups  ravissans,  par  Gobin,  4to. 

Cicero,  de  Officiis,  Contrefac.  d'Alde,  8vo. 

Cicero,  de  Officiis,  Moguntiss,  1465,  folio. 

Cicero  de  Officiis,  Moguntiss,  1466.  folio. 

Cicero,  Epistolss  ad  nuniliares,  1470,  folio. 

L*Oraison  que  fit  Ciceron  a  Cesar,  par  Macault,  Paris,  1534,  8*0. 

Such  are  among  the  leading  Book-Treasures  in  the  Royal  Library  of  Paris. 
When  Mons.  Vau-Praet  shall  have  completed  and  published  his  magnificent 
folio  catalogue  of  the  whole  of  the  same  books,  he  will  have  rejoiced  the  hearts 
of  all  worthy  bibliomaniacs  on  each  side  of  the  British  Channel :  and  shall  have, 
in  particular,  the  hearty  good  wishes  of  the  Roxburgh*  Club  for  his  health  and 
longevity.  But  why  will  not  the  Curators  of  the  said  Royal  Collection  part  with 
their  duplicates?  Why  two  Spira  Virgils  of  1470?  Or  two  Aldine  Aristotks? 
Surely  these  interrogatories  are  not  altogether  destitute  of  meaning  ? 

Let  as  conclude  this '  vellum  terms'  with  a  brief  bat  pithy  sentence  from 
Cadey  (Cot.  ef  King's  MSS.  p.  xl)  « It  is  even  wonderful  to  observe  how 
durable  vellum  is ;  some  books  [he  is  of  course  speaking  of  MSS.]  of  a  thousand 
years  ago  have  no  signs  of  decay  ;  which,  abating  accidents,  may  last  to  the  end 
of  the  world.  But  they  made  better  vellum  a  thousand  years  ago,  than  ever  was 
made  either  before  or  since.'    Eheu  1 ! 

*  spare  your  British  blushes.]  This  is  not  a  little  saucy  on  the  part  of  Lissrdo. 
The  art,  craft,  or  mystery  of  printing  upon  vellum,  in  England,  has  been  almost 
negatively  progressive.  With  less  obscurity  of  expression,  bat  speaking  with  the 
utmost  candour,  it  may  be  remarked  that  there  have  been  some  failures  in  this 


SEVENTH  DAY.  377 

sale,  been  blotted  from  your  remembrance  ?  How  firmly  he 
fixed  his  eye— and  how  steadily  he  pursued  his  course — when 
he  resolved  upon  marching  off,  au  pas  de  charge,  with  the 
ne  plus  ultra  of  Didot' s  vellum  printing— the  folio  Horace 

department  of  the  typographic  art    Hie  Life  of  Nelson,  in  9  vol*.  4to.  b  a  huge 
mass  of  fog  and  mist :  the  Palace  of  Pleasure,  (see  page  356  ante)  on  the  contrary, 
exhibits  sunshine  and  picturesque  clearness :  the  account  of  the  Visit  of  the  Foreign 
Monarch  at  Oxford,  of  which  only  one  copy— executed  for  the  Chancellor — was 
printed  by  Mr.  Collingwood,  is  a  palpable  failure ;  but  Mr.  UtlersonS  unique 
copy  of  Mr.  Merivale's  Orlando,  1814,  8vo.  printed  by  Davison,  is  undoubtedly 
a  neat  and  very  successful  experiment.    I  could  mention  a  prolix  list  of  similar 
performances ;  but,  upon  the  whole,  the  pain  would  exceed  the  pleasure  in  the 
same  proportion  that  the  failures  would  be  more  numerous  tlian  the  successful 
experiments  recorded.    Yet  much  is  to  be  allowed  for  bad  vellum  and  a  pigmy 
type.    Mr.  Buhner  lately  purchased  some-  Italian  vellum,  and  with  a  good  fat 
broad-raced  black  letter,  struck  off,  for  my  friend  Mr.  G.  H.  Frecling,  a  single 
copy  of  a  reprint  of  an  aundent  werkc  vcleped  '  Newesfrom  Scotland  declaring 
the  damnable  U$t  of  Doctor  fton,  a  notable  Sorcerer,  who  was  burned  at  Eden- 
brough  in  Ianuarie  last.  1591/  4to.    This  experiment  was  successful  in  every 
respect.    The  ink  shone,  the  vellum  had  a  good  m  and  outer  coat,  and  Doctor 
flan  himself  would  have  been  —but  the  subject  is  too  serious  to  be  trifled  with! 
A  word  or  two,  however,  about  foreign  vellum.    I  remember  calling,  some 
eighteen  months  ago,  with  Mr.  Bulmer,  upon  Messrs.  Dunn  and  Coles,  Stationers, 
in  Fleet-street,  to  examine  what  was  advertised  to  be  there  sold  as  genuine  vellum : 
and  on  expressing  our  surprise  that  the  surface  of  this  vellum  was  rather  tough 
or  greasy,  or  not  of  so  white  and  uniform  a  tint  as  Is  seen  in  vellum  books  printed 
at  Paris,  an  experiment  was  made  before  us.    The  white  and  beautiful  vellum, 
of  which  we  had  so  highly  spoken,  was  immersed  in  warm  water— and,  passing 
an  iron  parchment  cutter  beneath,  which  was  pressed  closely  upon  it  duriug  the 
action  of  passing,  there  was  produced— what  dost  think,  honest  reader? — a  quan- 
tity of  white  lead ;  which  formed  this  very  surface  of  which  we  had  spoken  in 
such  high  terms :  and  which  said  white  lead,  in  a  series  of  years,  must  in  all 
probability — to  speak  the  least  harshly— play  '  old  gooseberry '  with  a  vellum 
book!     A  vaunt,  therefore,  deceptive  tomes — treacherous  as  the  '  whitened 
sepulchres '  of  the  *  olden  time ;'  and  give  us  back  the  quiet  uniform  tint  belong- 
ing to  the  vellum  leaves  of  Jin  sow  and  Aldus  and  Giunta. 

O  formose  puer  nimitim  ne  crede  colon ! 

•  the  folio  Horace  of  1799.]  '  De  gustibus  non  est  disputandum.'  I  do  not 
pretend  to  say  that  this  is  absolutely  the  chef-d'oeuvre  of  Didot — yet  where  shall 
we  behold  a  lovelier  specimen  of  a  book  printed  upon  vellum  ?  BodonPs  vellum 
Homer  I  have  not  yet  seen :  upon  paper,  it  is  delicious ;  but  his  Callimaemu 
(see  page  356)  is  the  finest  volume  that  it  has  yet  been  my  good  fortune  to 
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of  1799  !*  I  own  that  performance  pleased  me  much  better 
than  the  Fables  of  Fontaine  executed  in  the  third  following 
year.  But  more  of  this  sale  in  the  third  and  last  day  of  my 
addressing  you.  Let  us  now  revert  to  the  subject  which 
seemed  more  particularly  to  engage  our  attention. 

In  regard  to  Modern  Printing — supposing  the  paper  to 
be  *  as  of  old' — you  ask  me  whether  we  are  not  arrived  at 
the  topmost  pitch  of  excellence  in  the  art  ?  I  answer,  not 
quite  at  the  topmost  pitch :  for  our  types  are,  in  general, 
too  square,  or  sharp ;  and  the  finer  parts  of  the  letters  are 
so  veryjine,  that  they  soon  break,  and,  excepting  in  the  very 
first  impressions,  you  will  rarely  find  the  types  in  a  completely 
perfect  state.  There  is  more  roundness,  or  evenness,  or, 
if  you  will  allow  the  word,  more  comfortableness  of  appear- 
ance, in  the  publications  of  Ton  son  and  Knapton,  than 
in  those  of  modern  times.  Much,  no  doubt,  is  attributable 
to  the  perfection  of  the  paper  upon  which  the  printers  of  that 
period  usually  worked. 

Lorenzo.  You  seem  to  be  indirectly  casting  a  slur  upon 
the  presses  of  modern  times — What  will  the  two  bouncing 
Rs  t  say  to  you  ? 

Lisardo.  I  am  indifferent  to  their  censure,  be  it  ever  so 
severe.   Yet  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.    Great  ohliga- 

# 

examine.  Upon  the  whole,  the  vellum  Bodonis,  at  the  sale  above-mentioned, 
drooped  dreadfully  in  price— compared  with  the  Didott.  Among  the  latter,  upon 
a  smaller  scale,  I  contented  myself  with  a  duodecimo  Vicar  of  Wakefield— §oowj, 
clean,  and  sparkling ;  (beware  of  the '  white  /cad'— exclaims  the  chemical  bthho- 
maniac !)  and  there  doth  exist  a  young  and  comely  maiden  who  is  content  that 
this  pretty  tome  should  be  her  wedding-portion !  Will  her  future  '  Lord  and 
Master'  be  equally  satisfied?  '  I  trow  not.' 

i  the  two  bouncing  2ft.]    These  capital  initials,  I  apprehend,  are  intended  for 
the  first  letters  of  the  names  of  Bknslbt  and  Bulmsr.  We  shall  have '  a  boot' 
,  (as  old  Capulet  says)  with  these  •  bouncing  B's/  anon. 

*  See  page  377  ante. 
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turns  are  due  to  many,  a  modern  name;  but  we  must  not 
confound  the  Typewriter  vn\h  the  Worker  of  that  type; 
in  other  words,  with  the  Printer.  I  love  the  memory  of 
old  William  Caslon;*  almost  as  much  as  Lysander 

•  old  William  Cadan.']  Do  pray,  good  natured  reader,  and  lover  of  honesty 
and  ingenuity,  sit  down  quietly  by  tby  fire-aide  and  open  vol.  ii.  p.  355,  Sec.  of 
that  dainty  repertory  of  '  a  thousand  notable  things,'  ycleped  Nichott  IMcrary 
Antcdot  *— and  there  thou  shalt  peruse  to  thy  heart's  content  respecting  this  said 
'old  William  Caslon.'  How  •  he  served  an  apprenticeship  to  au  engraver  of  orna- 
ments on  gun-barrels'—  began  his  first  type-cutting  experiments  by  executing  a 
fount  named  English  Arable— attacked  the  Roman  Pica,  aud,  after  giving  (I  would 
hope)  that  wretched  pilferer  and  driveller,  Samuel  Palmer,  (whose '  History  of 
Printing'  is  only  fit  for  elicaropane  paper)  a  half  dozen  good  canings,  for  his  dis- 
honesty, he  betook  himself  to  that  admirable  printer  and  excellent  scholar, 
William  Bowyer,  who  at  once  perceived  and  appreciated  his  worth.  Hence, 
from  Caslon's  type-foundery,  came  forth  the  magnificent  impression  of  Selden's 
Works,  and  the  Coptic  types  used  for  Dr.  Wilkin's  edition  of  the  Pentateuch. 
The  grateful  Caslon  always  acknowledged  Bowyer  as  his  benefactor  and 
master :  and  such  were  his  improvements  in  the  art  of  letter-founding,  that  types 
were  not  only  no  longer  imported  from  Holland,  but  Caslon's  own  performances, 
in  turn,  became  an  object  for  exportation  abroad.  The  crabbed  and  eccentric 
Bowe  Mores  calls  our  hero  '  the  Coryphaeus  of  letter-founders.'  Caslon  died,  full 
of  years  and  honour,  in  1766 ;  and  in  the  74th  of  his  age. 

The  matrix  aud  puncheon  had  not  made  his  heart  callous,  or  bis  disposition 
prone  '  to  treason,  stratagem,  aud  spoils ;'  for  our  '  William,1  like  the  renowned 
Britton,  the  small-coalman,  (see  Bibliomania,  p.  438,  and  vol.  iii.  post)  was,  as 
Sir  J.  Hawkins  informs  us, •  a  great  lover  of  music,  had  frequent  concerts  at  his 
bouse,  which  were  resorted  to  by  many  eminent  masters,'  and  whither  he 
assembled  his  particular  friends  and  •  the  companions  of  his  youth.'  Anon, 
Master  Caslon  •  removes  to  a  large  house  in  Chiswell-Street,  [note,  however,  that 
he  had  before  lived  '  in  Water-Gruel-Lane/  but  his  Bacchanalian  friends  studi- 
ously shunning  these  quarters,  he  speedily  removed  therefrom]  erects  an  organ 
in  his  concert-room,  and  gives  regular  monthly  concerts  when  the  moon  is 
at  the  full,  for  the  convenience  of  those  friends  who  had  a  few  furlongs  to  return 
homewards.  Hence,  says  Sir  John,  they  humorously  called  themselves  hanatiet. 
But  further.  '  In  the  intervals  of  the  performance,  (tis  Sir  John  Hawkins  who 
thus  narrates)  the  guests  refreshed  themselves  at  a  side-board,  which  was  amply 
furnished ;  and  when  it  was  over,  sitting  down  to  a  bottle  of  wine,  and  a  decanter 
of  excellent  ale,  (of  Mr.  Caslon's  own  brewing)  they  concluded  the  evening's 
entertainment  with  a  song  or  two  of  Purcell's,  sung  to  the  harpsichord,  or  a  few 
catches j  and  about  twelve  retired.'  •  O  dainty  William  Caslon !'  thou  wert  made 
of  malleable  stuff;  and  thy  reputation,  as  a  master  in  thine  art,  as  a  man  of  the 
world,  and  as  a  father  and  Christian,,  is  '  so  much  to  my  liking,'  that  hereafter 
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does  of  '  old  William  Caxton. '  Tbe  former  wu  of  es- 
sential service  in  directing  and  bettering  the  typographical 
(sate,  (ome  fifty  years  ago ;  but  let  me  acknowledge,  never- 
theless, that,  in  hie  *  Specimens  of  Printing  Types,'  all 
his  varieties  are  exhibited  in  the  Latin  language  —a  most 
fallacious  mode  of  making  us  acquainted  with  the  relative. 

ensuelh  acopy  of  thy  candour-speaking  physiognomy :  Ufcen.on  t  reduced  stale, 
from  the  mezzotint  of  Faber.  Thy  descendants,  as  many  as  now  eiist,  shall,  per- 
adirenture,  tow  thy  honest  countenance  with  a  right  good  will  and  mercy  hart ; 
and  let  them  at  least  acknowledge  that  the  graver  of  Wo  it  mi  hot  ds  ho  been 
more  successful  than  that  of  hi)  predeeeanr. 


la  tit*  work,  Brat  abora  referred  to,  ii  a  copper-plate  portrait  of  another  type 
founder,  of  the  name  of  Jotirst  Jicuon ;  and  let  the  names:  of  Moaoa. 
Correal".,  Jivia.  FiNNiB,  also  type-founders  of  once-ecknowledged  celebrity, 
be  held  in  equal  reTerence  and  respect  Howe  Mora  has  been  their  chronicler; 
bat,  in  hii  abuse  of  B as* an  villi,  he  exhibit]  the  painful  and  perhapt  mirlb- 
proroking  effort*  of  a  man  '  kicking  against  the  thonu.'  Baakerrille  was  a 
wonderful  creature  a>  an  artist,  but  a  rain  and  ailly  man.  Some  account  of  him 
bat  been  before  submitted  by  me  to  tbe  public :  tee  furred.  I*  Ike  Claaia,  toL  ii 
p.  335.  The  greatest  compliment  paid  to  his  memory  waa  the  beautiful  edi- 
tion of  the  Worki  of  Voltaire,  printed  by  Beaumaachaii  in  Fort  Knell  on  the 
Rhine,  with  types  cut  In  the  matrices  of  Baakerrille.  The  reader  may  famuli 
an  amusing  article,  about  thit  edition  ef  Voltaire,  in  Petgnote  Did.  Baa.  all 
ilwJiafe**,  «ol.  L  p.  44 ;  Sapps.  (roL  Hi.)  p.  »j,  note  (.J, 
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elegance  or  proportion  of  various  forms  of  types.  'Tis  like 
the  distant  beauty  at  the  Theatre :  approach,  and  you  shall 
see  that  the  bloom  upon  her  cheek  comes  from  the  pigment 
upon  her  toilet-table,  and  has  not  been  '  laid  on '  by  the 
( sweet  and  cunning  hand  of  nature.1   * 

Belinda.  O  most  cruel  slander!  Outrageously  disor- 
derly, this — or  I  am  much  deceived. 

Lorenzo.  Lisardo  will  explain. 

Lisardo.  He  will :  to  your  complete  satisfaction.  That 
there  are  some  Ladies,  out  of  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine, 
at  a  Theatre,  who,  to  be  revenged  upon  nature,  have  re- 
course to  art9  is  unquestionable. 

Almansa.  That  position  is  readily  granted. 

Lisardo.  Good.  Now  then  for  the  worthy  master  Caslon's 
deception. — But  let  us  change  the  metaphor . .  for  I  would 
not  be  wanting  in  chivalrous  gallantry  to  your  sex.  The  Latin 
language,  either  written  or  printed,  presents  to  the  eye  a 
great  uniformity  or  evenness  of  effect  The  m  and  n,  like 
the  solid  surloin  upon  our  table,  have  a  substantial  appear- 
ance: no  garnishing  with  useless  herbs ;  or  casing,  in  coat  of 
mail,  as  it  were,  to  disguise  its  real  character.  Now,  in  our 
own  tongue,  by  the  side  of  this  m  or  n,  or  at  no  great  dis- 
tance from  it,  comes  a  crooked,  long-tailed  g-,  or  a  th :  or 
some  gawkishly  ascending,  or  descending,  letter  of  meagre 
form — which  are  the  very  flanking  herbs,  or  dressings,  of 
the  aforesaid  typographical  dish,  m  or  n.  In  short,  the 
number  of  ascending  or  descending  letters  in  our  own 
language,  the  ^s,  fs,  th\  and  sundry  others  of  per- 
petual recurrence,  render  the  effect  of  printing  much  less 
uniform  and  beautiful  than  in  the  Latin  language.  Caslon 
therefore,  and  Messrs.  Fry  and  Co.  after  him,  should 
have  presented  their  '  Specimens  of  Printing  Types '  in  the 
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English  language :  and  then,  as  no  disappointment  would 
have  ensued,  so  no  imputation  of  deception  would  have 
attached. 

Lysandke.  You  will  not  surely  pass  over  Living  Printers 
of  excellence  without  a  slight  notice  of  their  productions  ? 

Lisabdo.  How  stands  the  sun?  Remember  the  Abbey 
of  St  Alban ! 

Lorenzo.  Remember,  also,  the  solemn  promise  of  not 
flinching  a  jot  from  what  you  have  undertaken  to  perform. 

Lisabdo.  Right,  Lorenzo.  So  bring  hither,  ye  Patrons 
and  Patronesses  of  Art,  the  curiously-wrought  baskets  of 
well-selected  flowers  to  decorate  the  bust  of  our  beloved 
Shakspeabe. 

Alhansa.  What  can  this  lead  to  ? 

Lobenzo.  Are  you  so  dull,  sister?  He  would  expatiate 
upon  the  Shakspeabb  Press.* 

*  the  Shakapeart  PreuJ]  Trivial  as  the  theme  may  appear,  there  are  some  very 
reasonable  folks  who  would  prefer  an  account  of  this  eminent  press  to  the  *  HUUvy 
of  the  Seven  Yean  War :  *  and  I  frankly  own  myself  to  be  of  that  number.  Nor 
is  it— with  due  deference  be  it  said  to  William  Bulmbr  and  Co. — from  the 
least  admiration  of  the  exterior  or  interior  of  this  printing-office  that  I  take  up 
my  pen  in  behalf  of  it ;  but  because  it  has  effectually  contributed  to  the  promotion 
of  belles-lettres,  and  national  improvement  *  in  the  matter  of  the  puncheon  and 
matrix.' 

First  however  let  us  say  a  pleasant  word  or  two  by  way  of '  pfoheme.'    It 
must  not  be  affirmed  thai  we  were  strangers  to  good  printing  before  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Shakspeare  Press.    Tonsom's  publication  of  Dr.  Clarke's  edition  of 
Caesar,  of  171  J,  is  too  well  known  to  be  expatiated  upon.    A  nobler  volume 
never  challenged  public  admiration.  Kn  aptom  kept  up  the  Tonsouian  reputation : 
and  Bowyer,  in  his  Anacreon  alone,  of  17*5,  taught  the  foreign  typographical 
critics  that  we  were  not  quite  barbarians  at  London.    Meanwhile  the  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  Presses  poured  forth  their  delightful  quarto  and  octavo  tomes  of  Greek 
printing :  when  at  length  the  star  of  Baskbrvillb  shone  with  a  lustre  full  of  hope 
and  promise.    This  star  ran  a  short  but  brilliant  course ;  and  at  its  declension  a 
night  of  typographical  darkness  threatened  to  set  in  on  all  sides.    To  render  the 
gloom,  over  our  country,  more  complete,  as  operating  by  way  of  contrast,  Ibaxbj, 
in  Spain,  Didot  at  Paris,  and  Bodoni  afterwards  at  Parma,  put  forth  their 
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Lisabdo.  Even  so :  but  I  will  not  scatter  indiscrimi- 
nately the  flowers  which  you  may  please  to  bring  for  my 
distribution.     The  establishment  of  the  Shakspeare  Press 

extraordinary  performances;  and  the  Don  Quixote  and  Sallust  of  the  former 
are  jet  pieces  of  workmanship  which  defy  superiority.  However,  towards  the 
year  1790,  after  Bill  bad  disported  himself  and  gratified  the  public  with  his 
pretty  crown  octavo  edition  of  Shakspeare,  (illustrated  with  some  charming  por- 
traits of  the  principal  performers  in  the  leading  characters  of  the  respective 
dramas)  and  his  miniature  British  Poett  from  Chaucer  to  Churchill,  the  presses 
of  Messrs.  Bens  ley  and  Bulmer  began  to  be  put  in  motion :  the.  latter,  con- 
nected with  a  plan  which  may  be  thus  briefly  described : 

Shakspeare,  the  poetical '  god  of  our  idolatry,'  was  also  to  be  made  the  vehicle 
of  expression  and  truth  through  the  medium  of  the  pencil  and  the  graver.  The 
Boy  DELLS  purchased  spacious  premises  in  Pall-Mall,  on  which  they  erected  an 
extensive  Gallery — put  the  pencils  of  Reynolds,  West,  Opie,  and  Northcote,  into 
motion  and  decorated  the  walls  of  this  Gallery  with  some  of  the  noblest  spe- 
cimens of  modern  art,  illustrative  of  the  text  of  the  immortal  bard.  The  public  were 
enamoured  of  the  undertaking :  and  encouraged,  by  liberal  subscriptions,  the 
perpetuity  of  such  art  by  means  of  the  burm ;  when  up  started  Heath,  and  Hall, 
and  Sharpe,  6ic  and  the  whole  machinery  was  put  in  motion  at  once  uniform 
and  productive.  There  wanted  yet  a  third  vehicle  of  perpetuity— the  power  of 
the  Press.  Accordingly,  Mr.  G.  Nicol,  whose  intimate  connection  with,  the 
family  of  the  Boydells  had  recently  taken  place,  and  who  formed  one  of  the 
social  parry  that  first  suggested  the  plan  of  this  magnifioent  work,  resolved 
upon  aiding  the  general  Shakspearian  cause  by  employing  the  skilful  taleqts  of 
Mr.  William  Martin,  of  Birmingham,  (since  deceased)  in  cutting  sets  of  types, 
after  approved  models j  which  he,  for  a  length  of  time,  caused  to  be  carried 
on  in  his  own  house.  At  this  period  an  accidental  circumstauce  introduced  Mr. 
Bulmer  to  Alderman  Boy  dell  and  Mr.  Nicol ;  and  the  work  now  '  grew  warm*  and 
promised  the  completest  success.  Premises  were  engaged  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  to  Mr.  Buhner's  care  and  skill  was  entrusted  the  typographical  execution 
of  the  Imperial  Quarto  Shakspeare — intended  also  as  the  vehicle  of  a  smaller  set 
of  prints  engraved  from  the  paintings  before  alluded  to.  The  celebrated  Geo  box 
Stxxvens  volunteered  in  correcting  the  press. 

In  January,  1791*  appeared  the  first  Number  of  this  Shakspeare;  containing 
the  Plays  of  Richard  III.  and  Much  Ado  About  Nothing,  The  most  sanguine 
predictions  of  success  accompanied  its  publication ;  and  our  illustrious  Bard,  in 
consequence,  came  regularly  before  the  public  in  a  suit  of  clothes  so  rich  and 
rare,'  that  it  was  a  marvel  aud  a  joy  to  behold.'  Mr.  Bulmer's  press  being  now 
completely  established,  the  conductors  of  it  were  naturally  ambitious  of « flying' 
at  other  and  hardly  less  noble  '  game :'  when  forth  came,  in  three  grand  folio 
tomes,  our  not  less  immortal  Milton ;  exhibiting,  I  think,  to  the  eye  of  the 
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was  unquestionably  an  honour  both  to  the  Founders  in 
particular,  and  to  the  Public  at  large.  Our  greatest  Poet,  our 
greatest  Painter,  and  two  (for  let  me  not  make  some  mortals 

fastidious,  a  still  more  beautiful  and  imposing  appearance,  from  the  general  equality 
of  the  lines,  and  the  comparatively  uniform  structure  of  the  pages  in  consequence. 
There  is,  indeed,  about  this  enchanting  edition,  an  evenness  of  tint— a  mellow- 
ness (if  I  may  so  speak)  of  light  and  shade— which  render  it  quite  a  master-piece 
of  art.  Thus  high  and  radiant  in  its  orbit,  the  genius  of  tliis  office  began  to 
diffuse  its  lustre  over  other  less  commanding,  but  perhaps  not  less  interesting, 
works ;  and  the  following  list  of  some  of  these '  works,'  remarkable  for  their  beauty 
or  from  tbe  circumstance  of  their  being  privately  printed,  may  be  thought  to 
'  tell  a  tale'  which  even  the  uninitiated  may  peruse  with  interest.   The  titles 

are  thus: 

Booes  Pbintsd  at  the  Shaespkarb  Patss. 

AuH  PertU  Flocci  Satyr*,  with  Brewster**  translation,  1790, 4to.  This  was  one  of 

the  first  productions  of  Mr.  Bulmer's  press,  and  is  a  formidable  rival  of  the 

very  best  of  Baskerville's  Classics.   It  never,  however,  came  before  the  public 

The  Dramatic  Works  of  William  Shakspeare,  1794-1801,  9  vols,  folio,  and  a 

volume  of  large  engravings. 

This  magnificent  work,  which  is  worthy  of  the  unrivalled  compositions  of 
our  great  Dramatic  Bard,  will  remain,  as  long  as  these  compositions  shall  be 
admired,  an  honourable  testimony  of  the  taste  and  skill  of  the  individuals  who 
planned  and  conducted  it  to  its  completion.  No  work  of  equal  magnitude  (I 
speak  of  tbe  typographical  part)  ever  presented  such  complete  accuracy  and 
uniform  excellence  of  execution.  There  is  scarcely  one  perceptible  shade  of 
variation,  from  tbe  first  page  of  tbe  1st  volume  to  the  very  last  page  of  the 
work ;  either  in  the  colour  of  the  ink,  the  hue  of  the  paper,  or  the  clearness 
and  sharpness  of  the  types.  The  text  was  revised  by  G.  Steevens,  and  base 
Reed.  Mr.  Bulroer  possesses  the  proof-sheets  of  the  whole  work,  on  which 
are  many  curious  remarks,  by  Steevens,  not  always  of  the  most  courteous 
description ;  also  scraps  of  poetry,  graphic  sketches,  &c  Sec. 

A  few  copies  of  the  first  numbers  of  this  work  were  printed  upon  Colum- 

bier  paper,  to  bind  up  with  the  large  prints ;  but  this  plan  was  abandoned. 

Contemplatio  Philotophica,  a  posthumous  work  of  the  late  Brook  Taylor,  with  kit 

Lift,  by  his  relative  the  late  Sir  W.  Young,  Bart  8vo.  1799.  Privately  printed. 

ClaudiafU  Opera,  179S-6,  sm.  8vo.  Never  published.    One  copy  was  taken  off 

upon  vellum  for  the  late  Mr.  Edwards,  the  bookseller. 

This  work,  and  the  Fentius  above-mentioned,  were  edited  by  a  gentleman, 
(then  in  his  youth,  at  College)  who  is  now  well  known  among  bibbomaniacs 
and  scholars.  The  Claudian  was  printed  in  tbe  view  of  completing  what  was 
wanting  in  the  series  of  Classics  published  by  Barbou ;  but  owing  to  causes, 
not  necessary  to  be  related  here,  the  editor  abandoned  the  design  before  tbe 
entire  completion  of  it. 
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vain  and  others  discontented)  of  our  most  respectable  Pub- 
fishers  and  Printers,  were  all  embarked  in  one  common 
cause:  were  generally  and  jointly  amalgamated,  as  it  were, 

Books  Printed  at  the  Shaxspeare  Press. 

The  Poetical  Works  of  John  Milton,  illustrated  with  engravings  after  designs  by 
R.  Westall,  with  a  life  of  the  Poet  by  Hayley,  3  vols,  folio,  1794-5-7.  Of 
these  truly  magnificent  volumes,  some  mention  has  been  before  made: 
see  p.  383-4.  They  may  probably  be  thought  the  finest  production  of 
Mr.  Buhner's  press ;  and  had  a  copy  been  struck  off  upon  choice  Italian 
vellum,  I  can  hardly  estimate  what  such  a  copy  would  have  been  worth. 
As  it  is,  however,  this  edition  of  Milton's  Poems  may  compete  with  the  most 
successful  efforts  of  the  best  continental  printers :  and  when  this  is  asserted, 
the  talents  of  Bodoni,  Didot,  &c.  &c  are  also  borne  in  recollection. 

Goldsmith's  Traveller,  and  Deserted  Village,  and  ParneWs  Hermit,  1795,  4to. 
Ornamented  with  engravings  upon  wood  by  Mr.  Thomas  Bewick.  This  joint 
effort  of  Mr.  Buhner  and  his  friend  and  companion  in  early  life,  attracted  a 
great  share  of  public  attention ;  as  well  on  account  of  the  beauty  of  the 
printing,  as  of  the  novelty  of  the  engravings  :  nothing  at  all  equal  to,  or  even 
approaching,  the  latter,  of  their  land,  ever  having  been  before  executed  in 
this  country.  Indeed  many  persons  doubted  if  they  really  were  what  they 
professed  to  be— engravings  on  wood ;  and  his  present  Majesty  entertained  so 
great  a  doubt  on  the  subject,  that  he  ordered  Mr.  G.  Nicol,  his  bookseller,  to 
procure  the  blocks  for  his  inspection,  that  he  might  convince  himself  of  the 
fact,  which  was  of  course  done.  One  copy  of  this  beautiful  volume  was  printed 
upon  whits  satin  ;  which  was  purchased  by  a  gentleman  of  Altona.  Three 
copies  were  also  printed  upon— I  sigh  to  name  it— English  vellum  ! 
of  these,  one  is  in  the  Royal  Library,  another  is  in  that  of  Mr.  Hoare,  and 
the  third  was  purchased  by  the  late  Mr.  Edwards,  the  bookseller ;  the  price 
of  each  was  12  guineas.  Mr.  Edwards's  copy  had  been  disposed  of,  and  was 
afterwards  sold  in  1804,  in  a  sale  of  Choice  Books,  by  Christie ;  beautifully 
bound  in  green  morocco,  to  Sir  M.  M.  Sykes,  for  14  guineas. 

The  Tears  of  Penelope,  sm.  folio,  1795.  By  Sir  Brooke  Boothby,  with  beautiful 
engravings  from  the  designs  of  Fuseli.  Now  very  scarce. 

Descriptions  and  Drawings  of  Plants  of  the  Coast  of  Coromandel,  by  Dr,  WilHam 
Roxburgh,  Published  by  order  of  the  E.  I.  Company,  under  the  direction  of 
Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Bart,  large  folio,  1795.  Only  ten  numbers  of  this  work 
have  as  yet  been  published. 

The  Chase,  by  SomervUle,  1796,  4to.  With  engravings  on  wood ;  intended  as  a 
companion  to  the  Goldsmith.  The  designs  were  pencilled  upon  the  blocks  of 
wood  by  John,  the  younger  brother  of  Thomas  Bewick;  but  the  former 
dying  prematurely,  the  engravings  were  executed  by  the  latter.  This  book  is 
every  way  worthy  of  being  placed  by  the  side  of  the  former ;  three  vellum 
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in  one  common  white-hot  crucible — from  which  issued  so 
pure  and  brilliant  a  flame,  or  fusion,  that  it  gladdened  all  eyes 
and  hearts,  and  threw  a  new  and  revivifying  lustre  upon 

Books  Printed  at  the  Sbakspeare  Press. 

copies  were  printed  of  it.  The  biographical  sketches  prefixed  to  this  volume, 

and  to  the  Goldsmith  and  ParneU,  were  from  the  pen  of  the  late  Isaac  Reed. 

The  History  of  the  River  Thames,  illustrated  with  coloured  views  by  Farrmgtou, 

1796,  2  vols,  folio.  These  volumes  were  publtlhed  at  the  expense  of  Messrs. 
Boydell  and  Nicol ;  and  form  but  the  first  of  a  series  which  were  to  comprise 
the  History  also  of  the  Severn,  the  Forth,  and  Clyde  Rivers,  but  the  times 
proved  inauspicious  to  the  farther  prosecutioa  of  the  plan.  The  above 
volumes  were  written  by  a  gentleman,  whose  compositions  are  well  known  to 
the  public. 

Musaeus.  The  Loves  of  Hero  and  Lcander,  Gr.  and  Eng.  1797,  4to.  Privately 
printed  for  Mr.  Grosvenor  Bedford,  the  translator.  It  is  a  beautiful  specimen 
of  printing ;  but  the  Greek  character  is  far  from  being  pleasing. 

An  Account  of  Indian  Serpents  collected  on  the  Coast  of  Coromandel,  containing 
Descriptions  and  Drawings  of  each  Species.  By  Dr.  Patrick  Russell,  1796, 
2  vols,  folio.  Published  by  order  of  the  Coort  of  Directors  of  the  E.  L 
Company. 

Catalogus  BibUothcc*  Historico-NaturaHs  Josephi  Banks,  Baroneti,  £e.  £c.  £e. 
auctore  Jona  Dryander,  A.  M.  5  vol.  8vo.  Only  $50  copies  of  this  catalogue 
were  printed,  which  renders  it  of  rare  occurrence. 

An  Account  of  Earl  Macartney's  Embassy  to  China,  by  Sir  George  Staunton,  Bart, 

1797,  2  vols.  4to.  with  a  folio  volume  of  Plates.  A  magnificent  publication. 
The  copper-plate  vignettes,  from  the  pencil  of  the  late  lamented  Mr.  W. 
Alexander,  are  quite  delicious  of  their  kind. 

Odes,  English  and  Latin,  1798,  [by  Thomas  James  Mathias,  Esq.]  sm.  8vo.  not 
published. 

Imitations  of  Original  Drawings  by  Hans  Holbein,  in  the  Collection  of  his  Majesty, 
being  Portraits  of  illustrious  Persons  in  the  Court  of  Hen.  VIII.  (engraved  by 
Bartolozzi)  with  biographical  tracts,  1792,  one  vol.  folio.  This  elegant  work 
was  undertaken  by  Mr.  Chamberlain,  the  Keeper  of  the  King's  Drawings  and 
Medals.  The  Biography  is  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Lodge,  the  author  of  the 
Illustrations  of  British  History.  In  1812,  the  widow  of  Mr.  C.  republished 
this  beautiful  work  in  large  4to.  dedicated,  by  permission,  to  the  Prince  Regent 

Rime  Scelte  di  Francesco  Petrarca,  small  8vo. 

Compapmenti  Lirici  de*  piu  iilustri  Poeti  d'  Italia,  &c  S  vol.  small  8vo.  1802. 

Aggiunti  ai  Componimenti  Lirici,  ficc.  &c.  3  vol.  small  8vo. 

Comentarj  itdorno  alt  Istoria  delta  Poesia  Italian*,  da  Crescembini,  3  vol. 
small  8vo.  1803. 

Storia  delta  Poesia  ItaUana  da  Girolamo  Tiraboschi,  3  vol.  small  8vo.  1803. 
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the  threefold  arts  of  painting,  engraving,  and  printing.  The 
nation  appeared  to  be  not  less  struck  than  astonished ;  and 
our  present  venerable  Monarch  felt  anxious  not  only   to 


Books  Peinted  at  the  Sbaxspeare  Press. 

These,  and  several  other  works  on  Italian  literature,  all  uniformly  printed, 
have  been  successively  given  to  the  public  by  Mr.  Mathias.  I  mention  them 
here  with  great  pleasure,  not  only  on  account  of  the  general  beauty  of  the 
printing,  but  also  of  their  great  utility  to  all  persons  who  admire  the  works  of 
the  illustrious  poets  of  Italy.  No  student  of  the  Italian  language  and  poetry 
should  be  without  a  complete  set  of  these  elegant  publications. 

Gowns  Toscani  da  T.  J.  Mathias,  4to.  and  small  8vo.  These  original  com- 
positions of  Mr.  Mathias,  addressed  to  some  of  his  friends,  distinguished  for 
their  learning,  were  first  prefixed  to  the  above  publications ;  they  were  after- 
wards printed  in  4to,  but  not  published.  Recently  a  complete  collection  of 
them  has  been  printed,  with  notes,  by  Stefano  Egidio  Petronj,  an  eminent 
Italian  poet,  now  in  England,  who  bears  honourable  testimony  to  the  purity 
and  elegance  of  Mr.  Mathias's  Italian  Muse.  No  Englishman,  probably,  since 
the  days  of  Milton,  has  cultivated  the  Italian  language  with  more  success 
than  Mr.  M.  who,  (to  use  the  words  of  a  late  critic,  in  speaking  of  another 
oUramontan  scholar,)  '  pro  sua  Italicorum  carminum  pangendorum  felicitate, 
inter  doctissimos  Italia)  viros  roeritd  accersendus  est.'  (see  page  313  ante.) 

Museum  WorseUyanum,  1798-1803,  in  2  vols,  folio.  English  and  Italian.  This 
splendid  work,  of  which  some  notice  was  taken  in  the  Bibliomania,  p.  712, 
'and  on  which  the  late  Sir  Richard  Worsley  expended  upwards  of  {7,0002. 
was  never  published j  the  impressions  having  been  presented  by  Sir  Richard  to 
his  private  friends,  and  to  the  different  Universities  in  England  and  Scotland. 
Copies  however  sometimes  find  their  way  into  the  market ;  and,  in  a  recent 
case  of  this  kind,  a  well-known  Baronet  actually  gave  4001.  for  one.  The  first 
volume  was  completed  some  time  previous  to  the  appearance  of  the  second ; 
but  the  plates  of  the  2d  vol.  were  presented  with  the  first,  without  the  letter- 
press; hence  the  work  is  often  incomplete,  from  copies  having  changed 
hands  between  the  completion  of  the  descriptive  parts  of  the  1st  and  2d  vols. 
The  Italian  translation  of  the  greatest  pert  of  the  descriptions  in  the  first 
volume  was  made  by  a  profligate  and  unprincipled  man  of  the  name  of  Badini, 
then  Poet  to  the  Opera-House.  Whenever  he  was  in  want  of  money,  he  used 
to  withhold  his  manuscript,  and  thus  stop  the  progress  of  the  work,  which 
never  failed  to  produce  the  effect  he  aimed  at  — a  fresh  supply  from  Sir 
Richard's  purse !  Badini  was  sent  out  of  the  country  from  political  causes. 
The  Introduction  to  the  work  was  from  the  pen  of  Visconti. 

Dissertation  on  ancient  Greek  Gasies,  4to.  1800,  with  engravings  [by  James 
Christie.] 
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give  such  a  magnificent  Establishment  every  degree  of 
Royal  support,  but,  infected  with  the  Matrix  and  Pun. 
cheon-Mania,  he  had  even  contemplated  the  erection  of  a 
royal  printing  office  within  the  walls  of  his  own  Palace ! 


Books  Printed  at  thb  Shakspeare  Press. 

The  Father's  Revenge,  a  Tragedy :  and  other  Poems,  by  the  Rt  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Carlisle,  1800, 4to.  with  Engravings,  after  designs  by  R.  Westall. 

This  very  beautiful  volume  was  printed  solely  for  the  purpose  of  distriba- 
tion  among  his  Lordship's  friends,  and  was  never  published. 

Fabliaux,  or  Tale*  abridged  from  French  Manuscripts  of  the  ltth  and  13th  centuries 
byM.le  Grand,  translated  by  Gregory  Lewis  Way,  Esq.  1800, 2  vols,  royal  8vo. 
Ornamented  with  vignette  wood-cuts.  The  first  volume  of  these  most  elegant 
pieces  was  finished  some  time  before  the  second,  owing  to  Mr.  Way's  ill 
state  of  health,  and  the  tiresome  delay  of  the  wood  engraver  who  executed  the 
blocks  for  the  second  volume.  The  preface,  notes,  and  appendix,  were 
written  by  that  accomplished  scholar,  the  late  George  Ellis,  Esq.  on  whom 
also  devolved  the  melancholy  task  of  finishing  the  second  volume ;  his  friend 
Mr.  Way  dying  whilst  it  was  in  the  press.  These  volumes  are  now  of  rare 
occurrence.    A  reprint  of  the  work  has  lately  appeared  in  crown  octavo. 

Poetry  of  the  Antijacobin,  1801,  4to.  Without  alluding  to  the  circumstances 
which  gave  birth  to  this  edition  of  these  popular  compositions,  I  can  safely 
say  that  it  is  a  most  beautifully  printed  volume.  Some  persons  may,  and  no 
doubt  do,  greatly  regret  the  absence  of  the  graphic  embellishments  from  Mr. 
Gillray's  pencil,  which  were  originally  intended  to  have  accompanied  it;  bat 
I  leave  it  to  those  yet  living,  with  whom  this  edition  originated,  to  explain 
why  they  were  suppressed.  As  it  is,  however,  every  admirer  of  beautiful 
printing  ought  to  place  a  copy  of  it  on  his  shelf. 

he  Veritable  Genie  de  Christianisme,  ou  Oewares  Choisies  de  Bossuet,  1802, 3  tomes, 
8vn.  As  a  specimen  of  beautiful  printing,  I  greatly  regret  that  this  work  was 
not  completed  by  Mr.  Buhner.  The  third  volume,  owing  to  the  editor's 
embarrassments,  was  executed  elsewhere,  in  a  very  inferior  style. 

Descriptions  and  Figures  of  Two  Hundred  Fishes;  collected  tit  Vixagapatam,  on 
the  Coast  of  Coromandel.  By  Dr.  Patrick  Russell.  Published  by  order  of 
the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  Hou.  the  E.  I.  Company,  1802-3.  2  vols,  folio. 

The  Arabian  Nights  Entertainments,  translated  by  the  Rev.  £.  Forster,  1802, 5  vols. 
8vo.  There  are  copies  in  royal  octavo  and  quarto,  which  latter  are  exceedingly 
beautiful,  and  now  uncommon.  The  embellishments  to  this  popular  work, 
from  the  pencil  of  Smirhe  and  the  gravers  of  Heath,  Warren,  Angus,  Eftgfe* 
heart,  and  others,  are  perfectly  delightful ;  and  I  consider  it  almost  the 
first  legitimate  specimen,  in  chronological  order,  of  classical  and  appropriate 
decoration. 
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Lobxnzo.  One  of  His  Majesty's  principal  hopes  and 
wishes  was,  for  his  own  country  to  rival  the  celebrity  of 
Parma  in  the  productions  of  Bodoni ;  and  I  remember  to 


Booxs  Printed  at  thx  Shaespxarx  Press. 

The  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  with  an  Introduction,  by  John  Reeves,  Esq.  1802, 
8vo.  If  mo.  and  royal  8vo..  Three  equally  beautiful  editions  and  formidable 
rivals  of  the  best  of  Baskerville's.  Some  notice  of  them  has  been  taken  in 
vol.  i.  p.  via. 

The  Passage  of  Mount  St.  Gothard,  a  Poem,  1802,  folio,  by  the  late  Dutchess  of 
Devonshire,  with  an  Italian  translation  by  Sig.  Polidori ;  privately  printed. 

Anocreontis  Odario,  Gr.  a  E.  Fortter,  A.M.  1802.  Ornamented  with  vignettes  after 
designs  by  Miss  Bacon  (now  Mrs.  Forster)  beautifully  printed.  A  few  copies 
were  taken  off  on  French  paper,  and  certainly  nothing  ever  excelled  the 
beauty  and  clearness  of  these  impressions.  See  Introd.  to  the  Clonics,  vol.  t. 
p.  159. 

Gtraldi  Cambrensis  Itinerarmm  Cambrut,  $c.  <j*c.  a  Ate.  Colt  Hoore,  Bar.  4to. 
1804. 

Hewlett's  Views  in  Lincolnshire,  1805, 4to.  The  large  paper  is  a  very  elegant  book. 

The  Itinerary  of  Archbishop  Baldwin  through  Wales,  1806.  Translated  by  Sir  R.  C. 
Hoare,  Bart,  with  notes :  illustrated  with  views  by  Byrne,  2  vols.  4to.  Never 
was  the  '  otium  cum  dignitate'  better  devoted  than  in  the  completion  of  this 
arduous  and  entertaining  work.  Old  Giraldus  is  a  most  valuable  gossiping 
historian;  and  the  testimonies  of  Warton  and  Henry  are  warm  in  commen- 
dation of  him.  The  publication  is  iu  every  respect  admirable;  and  copies 
upon  i.argk  paper  '  tell  well.' 

On  the  Architecture  of  Wales,  1806.  By  Sir  R.  C.  Hoare,  Bart  Only  20  copies 
for  private  circulation. 

Richardson's  Dictionary  of  the  Arabic  and  Persian  Languages,  by  Charles  Wilkins, 
Esq.  1806-10,  2  vols.  4to.  with  50  copies  on  large  paper.  This  work  does 
great  honour  to  every  one  engaged  in  its  execution.  A  more  stubborn  task 
can  with  difficulty  be  conceived. 

Jones's  Grammar  of  the  Persian  Language,  by  C.  Wilkins,  Esq.  4to. 

A  Grammar  of  the  Sanskrit  Language,  by  C.  Wilkins,  Esq.  4to. 

These,  and  some  other  Oriental  Works,  do  great  honour  to  Mr  Buhner's 
press. 

4  Disquisition  on  Etruscan  Vases,  1806,  [by  James  Christie]  sm.  folio,  with 
engravings,  privately  printed.  Copies,  which  have  found  their  way  into 
sales,  have  brought  as  much  as  16/.  It  is  but  justice  to  say  of  the  highly 
respectable  author  of  this  work,  and  the  Dissertation  on  the  Greek  Games, 
that  their  ingenuity  and  learning  raise  him  to  a  considerable  eminence  in  the 
class  of  tasteful  writers  upon  virtu.  * 

The  Poems  ofOssian  in  the  original  GaeUc,wkh  a  Latin  translation,  <fc.  <fc.  2  vols. 
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have  heard  an  amusing  tale  hereupon,  called  the  Bodoni- 
Hum* — but,  at  this  moment,  I  only  know  that  His  Majesty 
was  completely  and  joyfully  takcn-in,  by  bestowing  upon 

Books  Printxd  at  the  Shakspeare  Press. 

1807,  royal  8vo.  An  expensive  work ;  which  fell  almost  still-born  from  the 
press.  There  are  some  curious  circumstances  connected  with  this  publication 
which  cannot  be  mentioned  here. 

BemtleuetAUorumEpistolaaBev.Car,Burney,lQi07,4ito.  Privately  printed.  Of 
the  small  paper  50  copies  only  were  struck  off,  on  which  account  it  is  of  rarer 
occurrence  than  the  large ;  of  which  150  appear  to  have  been  printed. 

Prolegomena  m  Homerwn,  fc.  fc.  a  R.  P.  Knight,  1808,  8vo.  Privately  printed ; 
only  50  copies  struck  off.  In  two  instances,  where  copies  have  come  under 
the  hammer,  they  each  brought  7  guineas.  It  was  reprinted  sometime 
afterwards,  with  additions,  in  Mr.  Valpy's  Classical  Journal. 

Memoir  of  the  Life  of  the  late  Duke  of  Devonshire,  1811,  am.  4to.  privately  printed. 
Only  25  copies.  A  vastly  well  engraved  portrait  of  bis  Grace,  when  young, 
by  Meyer,  is  prefixed  to  this  elegantly  printed  volume. 

History  of  Ancient  Wiltshire,  1812,  folio,  by  Sir  R.  C.  Hoare,  Bart  The  first  volume 
only  of  tliis  magnificent  work  has  yet  been  published.  It  will  be  matter  of 
great  regret  if  it  be  not  completed.  Sir  Richard  is  a  most  sealons  and 
enterprising  antiquary  ;  and  if  taste,  liberality,  and  costliness  of  decoration, 
can  render  topographical  works  complete,  such  desiderata  are  never  found 
wanting  in  the  productions  of  the  author  of  the  work  under  consideration. 

A  Catalogue  of  Books  relating  to  the  History  and  Topography  of  Italy,  collected  m 
the  years  1786, 7,  8, 9,  90,  8vo.  1812.  By  Sir  R.  C.  Hoare,  Bart,  privately 
printed.    Only  12  copies.    By  the  kindness  of  its  author,  I  am  one  of  the 
twelve  happy  mortals  who  possess  this  bibliographical  treasure.     Yet  my  * 
opinion  upon  the  labours  of  Sir  Richard  shall  never •  savour  of  a  bribe!' 

Essay  on  the  Origin,  History,  and  Principles  of  Gothic  Architecture,  1813,  imperial 
4to.  by  Sir  James  Hall,  Bart. 

Letters  and  Miscellaneous  Papers  of  Barri  Charles  Roberts,  Student  of  Christ 
Church  Oxford,  with  a  Memoir  of  his  Ufe,  1813,  4to.  privately  printed. 
Mr.  Roberts,  the  son  of  Edward  Roberts,  Esq.  of  Ealing,  was  a  youth  of 
great  promise ;  and  there  are  in  this  volume,  sufficient  proofs  that  had  he 
been  destined  to  enjoy  a  longer  life,  he  would  have  attained  to  considerable 
eminence  both  as  a  numismatic  writer  and  a  topographical  historian  and  anti- 
quary. He  was  cut  off  at  the  early  age  of  21.  He  possessed  a  valuable 
collection  of  coins  and  medals,  which  were  purchased,  after  his  decease,  by 
the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum. 
Jrasulatum  of  the  Andria  of  Terence,  1814.  small  8vo.  Translated  by  a  well- 
known  Baronet,  and  privately  printed,  and  presented  to  the  translator's  friends. 

•  See  p.  396  post. 
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the  efforts  of  Mr.  Buhner's  press  that  eulogy  which  he  had 
supposed  was  due  exclusively  to  BodonTs. 

Books  Printed  at  thb  Sbaebpeare  Press. 

I  acknowledge  the  obligation  of  a  copy  of  it   There  were  only  eight  copies 
printed  upon  imperial  quarto— and  one  of  these,  belonging  to  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  has  been  recently  bound  by  Lewis  in  a  manner  the 
most  exquisite  and  costly.   The  translator  will  not  complain  of  such  a  recep- 
tion of  bis  gift ! 
Lift  of  Lord  Viscount  Barrmgton,  1814,  4to.  By  his  brother,  Shute  Bishop  of 
Durham,  privately  printed.    100  copies.    An  edition  io  octavo  was  published 
in  the  following  year. 
The  History  of  the  Kingt  of  England,  <Jo.  by  William  of  Malmesbury;  translated 
from  the  Latin  by  the  Revd.  John  Sharpe,  B.  A.  4to.  1815.   Only  57  copies 
were  printed  upon  large  paper :  but  whether  large  or  small,  this  handsome 
and  intrinsically  valuable  work  should  find  a  place  upon  the  shelf  of  every 
student  and  lover  of  English  history. 
A  Catalogue  of  Books  relating  to  the  History  and  Topography  of  England,  Wain, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  1815,  8vo.  By  Sir  R.  C.  Hoare,  compiled  from  his 
library  at  Stourhead  in  Wiltshire,  privately  printed.    Only  25  copies. 
Sorrow  and  joy  go  hand  in  hand  in  this  world ;  and  I  am  one  of  the  mourners 
after  a  copy  of  this  desirable  volume !  I  believe  six  copies  only  of  the  25  aspired 
to  the  proud  distinction  of  large  paper. 
Portraits  of  the  Sovereigns  of  the  Turkish  Empire,  with  Biographical  sketches  in 
English  and  French,  large  folio,  by  John  Young,  Esq.  Mezzotinto  Engraver 
to  His  R.  H.  the  Prince  Regent,  &c.    This  work  was  undertaken  at  the 
command  of  the  late  Sultan  Selxm,  and  completed  under  the  orders  of  the 
present  Emperor  of  the  Turks.    The  whole  of  the  impression  was,  I  believe, 
sent  to  the  Ottoman  Court    It  is  a  very  magnificent  work. 
The  Antiquities  of  the  Arabs  in  Spain,  by  Cavannah  Murphy,  1816,  large  folk). 
I  am  not  sure  whether  this  work,  for  nobleness  of  design,  splendour  of 
eiecution,  and  richness  of  materials,  be  not  in  every  respect  equal  to  Denon's 
mighty  volume  upon  the  Antiquities  of  Egypt   I  admit  the  subjects  are  not 
exactly  similar :  but  two  Herculean  folios,  replete  with  graphic  embellish- 
ments of  the  nicest  and  most  costly  execution,  may  fairly  be  brought  into  com- 
petition with  each  other.  The  author  fell  a  victim  to  his  labours !— but  in  the 
pages  before  us  be  has  put  on  a  species  of  immortality.    As  the  expenses  of 
this  publication  were  enormous,  the  price  of  the  volume  is  necessarily  large 
in  proportion  :  —  yet  where  is  the  man  of  virtu,  with  pistoles  in  his  purse, 
who  will  not  hasten  to  unstring  this  said  purse  to  possess  such  a  treasure?   If 
the  day  be  dull,  or  the  night  long,  let  these '  Antiquities  of  the  Arabs  in  Spam,9 
by  Cavannah  Murphy,  be  a  constant,  as  they  will  be  a  cheering,  companion  I 
The  History  of  the  Arabs  in  Spain,  flee.  4to.  1816.    This  volume  forms  an  almost 
indispcnsible  companion  to  the  preceding  work. 
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Lisaedo.  This  is  amusing  enough:  yet  Bodoni  has 
justly  received  a  very  large  share  of  reputation;9  and  I  own 
that  all  Europe  is  under  considerable  obligation  to  him. 
To  proceed,  however.  The  period  of  the  establishment  of 
the  Shakspeare  Press,  was  that  of  the  introduction  of  a  taste 

Books  Printed  at  the  Shakspeare  Press. 

It  is  with  no  small  degree  of  awkwardness,  that  I  venture  to  mention  those 
works,  executed  at  the  Shakspeare  Press,  of  which  I  have  been  the  humble 
instrument  of  bringing  before  the  public.  But  as  my  criticism  is  purely  typogra- 
phical, I  may  be  allowed  to  notice  the  splendour  of  the  2nd  and  3d  volumes  of 
the  Typographical  Antiquities  of  Great  Britain— especially  of  the  3d  volume  '-and 
to  request  the  reader  to  unite  his  suffrage  to  my  own  in  praise  of  the  copies  upon 
large  paper  ;  which,  from  the  union  of  the  red  and' black  inks,  the  propor- 
tioned spaces,  the  boldness  and  singularity  of  the  cuts,  render  these  books  quite 
beautiful  of  their  kind.  The  Bibkothcca  Spcnceruma,  4  vols.  8vo<—  considering 
the  bulk  of  the  volumes,  and  the  quantity  of  matter  introduced,  is  perhaps  the 
most  brilliant  bibliographical  production  in  existence— on  the  score  of  mere 
typographical  elegance.  No  pains  were  spared  in  procuring  the  best  paper 
and  types,  and  no  remuneration  held  back  which  might  entitle  its  author  to 
expect  the  choicest  workmanship  of  the  office  in  question.  His  expectations,  bow- 
ever  sanguine,  were  abundantly  verified ;  and  the  Noble  Owner  of  the  book- 
treasures,  which  these  volumes  elaborately  describe,  will,  I  fondly  hope,  find  in 
them  a  monument  to  his  memory  and  worth  at  least  as  permanent  as  that  of 
marble  or  brass.  There  were  only  55  copies  struck  off  upon  large  paper,  in 
royal  quarto  ;  which  are  of  the  nicest  possible  execution,  and  necessarily  rare. 
Of  this  number,  eight  were  selected  by  Lord  Spencer  himself  for  presents.! 

• 

While  upon  the  topic  of  these  volumes,  (always  a  cherished  one  by  myself)  I 

might  venture  upon  a  digression,  or  rather  episode,  containing  two  very  opposite 

recitals.   I  might,  in  the  first  place,  touch  a  chord  not  exactly  in  unison  with  the 

pleasanter  emotions  of  the  heart— and,  in  the  second,  strike  some  half  dosen 

strings  which  might  vibrate  to  its  most  delightful  sympathies.  The  reader,  I  see, 

is  about  to  prepare  himself  for  a  concert :  thinking  upon  that  scarce  and  choke 

little  tome  entitled '  A  proper  new  Boke  of  the  Arnumy  of  Byrdes,    Imprynted  by 

John  Wygkt— beginning  thus  :— 

When  Dame  Flora 

In  die  Aurora 


t  The  Reprints  of  rare  books  for  the  Roxburgh e  Club  will  be  mentioned 
hereafter,  in  the  Ninth  Day  ;  but  let  the  reader,  ere  he  quit  this  partial  enu- 
meration of  volumes  printed  at  the  Shakspeare  Press,  just  throw  his  eye  over  the 
pages  of  the  present  loorh— and  ask  himself  whether  he  ever  saw  the  like  before  r* 

*  See  p.  396  post 
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for  printing  uporj  wire-wove,  cream-tinted,  and  hot-pressed 
paper:  a  taste,  which  has  been  generally  and  sharply 
ridiculed,  and  which  doubtless  required  much  judicious 
regulation;  but  it  is  not  a  small  triumph  for  the  lovers  and 
abettors  of  that  taste,  to  find  the  very  work,  in  which  such 


Had  couered  the  medowes  with  flowed 
And  all  the  fylde 
Was  ouer  dystylde 
With  lusty  Aprell  showers. 
Sec.  &c.  &c. 

But  no  such  thing :  he  must  expect  no  such  dainty  fare.  In  the  first  place,  then, 
the  work  under  consideration  was  no  sooner  published  than  it  was  out  ef  print. 
Not,  courteous  reader,  that  every  copy  was  bona-fide  disposed  of  to  private  pur- 
chasers :  for  within  the  sound  of  St  Paul's  clock  stood  a  pile  of  some ....  copies; 
and  within  the  hearing  of  the  Palace  Clock  at  St.  James's,  stood  another  pile, 
of  somewhat  less  gigantic  dimensions.  Be  it  known  that,  for  myself,  I  had  fol- 
lowed the  precept  of  Nelson  — and,  like  an  Englishman,  had  *  done  my  duty.' 
Not  three  copies  were  in  my  own  possession.  But  what  did  the  owner*  of  these 
respective  piles  of  copies  ?  Did  they  cry  out,  with  the  author  of  Dims  Pragma- 
tkui,  ('  A  bocike  ....  very  preaty  for  children  to  rede.*) 

*  What  lacke  you,  my  masters?  come  hither  to  me.'?      Sign.  B.J, 

They  did  no  such  thing :  one  party  would  scarcely  sell  at  all,  and  neither  party 
would  sell  without  a  premium,  which  might  have  startled  the  most  thoroughly 
educated  Levite.  The  consequence  was,  when  the  work  was  made  complete  by 
the  publication  of  the  ivth  and  last  volume,  the  price  was  necessarily  double  that 
of  the  original  one.  Now  came  the  re-action.  There  were  no  buyers— for  who 
would  give  18  or  20  guineas  for  any  raisonne  book-catalogue  ?  In  consequence, 
certain  shafts  were  shot  at  the  author ;  and  a  Sunday  Newspaper,  the  editor  of 
which  is  both  a  man  of  talent  and  probity,  suffered  his  publication  to  be  the 
vehicle  of  statements  which  had  no  foundation  but  in  the  brains  of  Aristidks— 
which  statements  supposed  that  I  had  threatened  a  conflagration*  of  all  the  copies 


•  I  am  proud  of  recording  the  gallantry  and  spirit  of  Mr.  John  Major, 
bookseller,  of  Skinner-Street,  Snow-Hill:—  who  stepped  in  to  prevent  this 
'  threatened  conflagration,'  by  taking  all  the  copies,  then  on  hand,  at  a  price 
necessarily  very  much  below  the  one  which  the  author  had  originally  fixed. 
The  game  was  bold  and  perhaps  hazardous  on  the  part  of  Mr.  M. ;  but  he  has  of 
course  my  best  wishes  for  ultimate  remuneration,  '  full  and  overflowing.' 
Meanwhile  it  may  be  proper,  in  recording  this  transaction,  to  ask  a  puny  critic 
ma  periodical  Journal,  how  far  a  sacrifice  of  nearly  100 per  cent*  be  demonstrative 
of  a  lost  of  lucre    and  of  realising  an  'immense  profit  on  the  part  of  the  author?' 

VOL.  II,  B  b 
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taste  was  the  most  bitingly  censured,*  earning  forth  in  all 
the  pomp  and  splendour  of  an  Imperial  Quarto,  with  the 
surface  shining  like  the  skin  of  a  newly-washed  infant — the 
result  of  as  stiff,  close,  and  unrelenting  a  hot-pressing  as 
was  ever  inflicted  upon  any  previous  publication ! 

Philemon.  Droll  inconsistency !  But  proceed.  You  have 
other  Presses  to  notice. 


of  this  ivtli  volume,  not  taken  up  within  a  certain  period  by  my  private , 
whereas,  such  threat  (which  undoubtedly  would  have  been  carried  into  execution) 
was  thrown  out  because  certain  BiWwpo&rti,  who  had  subscribed^  the  three  pre- 
vious volumes,  refuted  to  take  their  proportionate  number  of  the  fourth.  And 
wherefore  did  they  so  refuse  ?  Because  it  was  impossible  for'tbem  to  procure  pur- 
chasers for  the  previous  ones — from  the  quantity  of  kyan  pepper  which  they  had 
sprinkled  upon  each  set ! 

'  (O,  who  can  hold  a  fire  in  his  hand 
'  By  thinking  on  the  frosty  Caucasus  r*) 

So  terminated  a  transaction,  as  vexations  as  it  was  unanticipated — and,  perhaps, 
unprecedented.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  bearing '  malice  or  hatred  in  my  heart ;' 
but  I  am  anxious  that  a  *  plain,  unvarnished  tale '  should  put  down  all  idle 
gossipping  and  ungeiitlemanly  imputation.  No  man  of  common  sense,  or  moral 
worth,  can  endure  to  hear  with  complacency  the  frothy  nonsense  or  slippery 
sophisms  of But '  dixi.' 

So  much  for  the  first  episode.  The  second,  lucidly,  is  not  *  like  unto  it.'  Upon 
the  completion  of  this  work,  carried  on  without  intermission  for  nearly  four  yean, 
and  with  much  occasional  severe  indisposition,  the  gallant  Printer  thereof  pre- 
sented its  author  with  a  richly-wrought  silver  cup,  of  an  antique  form.  A  few 
select  friends  were  invited  to  commemorate  the  day  of  publication ;  aud  into  this 
cup  (through  the  kindness  of  the  Noble  Owner  of  the  volumes  described  in  the 
work  in  question)  were  poured  three  pints  of  fragrant  and  choice  Tokay — pro- 
cured, some  thirty  years  ago,  at  Vienna  j  and  perhaps,  in  former  days,  an  inmate 
of  the  cellar  of  that  great  warrior  and  book-collector,  Pbince  Eugene.  Well  I 
ray  friends  met,  quaffed,  and  were  satisfied :  and  if  our  viands  were  not  costly, 
and  the  garniture  of  the  table  not  resplendent,  there  was,  at  the  top  of  it,  a  grate- 
ful heart :  and,  around  it,  those,  who  may  be  said  equally  to  promote  and  to 
enjoy  '  The  feast  of  reason  and  the  fiow  of  soul'  The  air  was '  nipping  and  eager' 
when  these  gallant  m'Uiomaniacal  guests  said  '  farewell  '—but  not «  for  ever !' 

Suppose,  as  a  conclusion,  or  graphic-colophon,  to  these  Bulm  eriana,  we  subjoin 
the  physiognomy  of  the  printer  himself?  Who  can  object?  For  my  own 
part,  I  feel  rather  a  gratification  in  being  the  instrument  of  probably  causing  k 


•  The  Pursuits  <jf  Literature;  see  note  at  page  397,  post. 


SEVENTH  DAY.  395 

To  notice  only  briefly,  however:  for  the-  Day  »  .getting 
on,  and  I  have  set  my  heart  upon  this  Abbey  trip.  I  should 
indeed  be  ashamed  of  myself,  if,  in  the  mention  of  Mr. 

to  b*  wafted  to  the  shorn  of  Italy,  and  to  the  metropolis  of  the  great  western 
world.    View  bore,  Bodoui,  thy  British  riral  with  complacency 


The  foregoing  list,  howerer,  must  be  considered  but  ai  a  put  only  of  the 
publications  of  the  Sbakspeare  Press.  Of  its  other  multifarious  productions, 
amongst  which  may  be  named  the  Philosophical  Transactions  of  the  Rojal 
Society,  it  is  not  within  my  province  to  apeak  in  this  place. 

"  tnheriting  lac  taste  <f~  Ail  Grand/ctAer.]  la  a  London  newspaper  of  R  III  ■■  y 
16,  1731,  wbi  the  following  paragraph :  '  A  printing  press  and  cases  for  com- 
posing  were  a  few  days  since  pot  dp  at  St.  James's  House  for  their  Majesties  to 
see  the  noble  art  of  printing.  The  Royal  Family,  and  several  Lords  and  Ladies 
of  the  household  attended  the  exhibition  yesterday.'  I  am  unable  at  this  moment 
to  lay  my  finger  upon  the  authority  from  which  the  preceding  memorandum 
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JJulmerY  edition  of  Shokspeare,  I  had  forgotten  its  grand 
rival— the  Bible  of  Maoklin:  and  Mr.  Bknsley,  the 
printer  of  that,  and  of  very  many  other  distinguished 


»  the  Bm&mi-Htim.]  Thus  it  was.  Mean.  Nicol  and  Buhner,  Eke  very  many 
other  human  beings  before  them,  *  once  on  a  time  '• '  laid  their  heads  together' 
to  produce  a  specimen  of  printing,  in  the  Latin  language,  so  completely  resem- 
bling that  of  Bodoni,  that '  the  pretty  cheat '  should  not  be  known.  This,  in  the 
outset,  was  no  doubt  paying  a  compliment  to  the  great  Parma  typographer.  The 
specimen  selected  was,  about  four  pages,  in  a  large  octavo  form,  from  the 
Offices  of  Cicero.  Mr.  G.  Nicol  shewed  it  to  his  Majesty,  who  instantly  ex- 
claimed: 'Ah,  if  Buhner  could  print  like  thitV  Whereupon  the  said  Mb  G. 
Nicol  archly  and  adroitly  replied — <  What  your  Majesty  sees,  is  die  production 
of  the  Skahpeore  Preul'  *  Henceforth,'  said  the  publisher  and  the  printer, 
'  let  this  merry  interlude  be  entitled  the  Bodoni-Hum.'  There  were  but  very 
few  copies  of  this '  Hum '  jjfTnta} ;  ^J^whkh,  however,  I  possess  one.  It  is 
really  the  very  perfectkwof  the  art  of  'printing,  and  is  quite  consoling  to  gate 
upon  after  examining  <  the  eveiy  flty  y  productions  of  the  same  art  Yet  re- 
member, curious  reader-r-it  is  in  me  htjau  l&duage.  See  what  is  said  hereupon 
at  page  381 :  and  ask  yoursel/wiietner  ttifc  /ame  effect  would  have  been  pro- 
duced  from  any  modern  European  language  2 

•  Bodoni  ■  probably  receive>d4&>  larp^sharc  of  reputation."]  I  differ  here  from 
my  friend  lisardo :  yet  Bodoni  cannot  complain  of  the  ingratitude  of  the  age  in 
which  he  lives.  He  has  been  both  happy  and  indefatigable  in  the  profession 
which  he  has  chosen ;  and  which,  now  '  three  score  years  and  ten,' he  yet  pursues 
with  all  the  ardour  of  youth,  and  all  the  confidence  of  a  veteran.  In  the  New 
Monthly  Magazine  for  December,  1816,  there  is  an  interesting  memoir  relating 
to  Bodoni  ■  written  by  Professor  Morgenstern.  That  eminent  printer  is  therein 
as  '  a  robust  and  digni6ed  man :  vehement ;  still  full  of  vigour,  and  m- 
ltiy  intent  upon  bringing  to  perfection  that  art  he  has  already  carried  so  far/ 
His  house  and  office  are  described  as 'spacious,  open,  and  lofty  f  and  the  Professor 
describes  his  visit  as  taking  place  while  the  typographical  veteran  was '  carving 
types  for  his  Manuel  Ty  pographique/  They  afterwards  seated  themselves '  round 
a  large  table*'  Bodoni  was  deaf,  but  his  wife  acted  as  an  interpreter :  and  the 
old  man,  in  the  pride  and  fullness  of  his  heart,  first  brought  the  Professor  his 
Oratio  Dominica,  in  civ  languages,  and  his  Homo's  Wad—cf  which  see  some- 
what at  p.  977  ante.  Of  the  Homer,  it  is  known  that  only  two  copies  (one  for 
Buonaparte,  and  the  other  for  the  Viceroy  of  Italy,)  were  executed  upon 
vellum  :  and  the  Professor  was  gratified  by  seeing  «  a  few  proof  sheets'  at  that 
time  by  him.  <  In  the  blackness  of  the  larger  letters,  and  the*  extreme  care  with 
which  the  evenness  of  their  impression  has  been  finished  with  the  brush,  I  have 
never  seen  any-thing  (continues  the  Professor)  of  the  kind  to  be  compared- with 
the  sheets  he  shewed  me/    The  same  authority  thinks  that  this  work,  mud  the 
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works, f  has  tendered  himself  highly  eminent  in  the  glorious 
art  which  he  has  so  long  and  so  honourably  exercised.  I  am 
getting  on  tender  ground.    Comparisons  of  Living  Typo* 

CaWmachus,  in  uncial  letters,  (see  p.  S56  ante)  are  among  the  more  successful 
of  the  larger  oues  from  the  Bodoni-press.  This  criticism  is  perfectly  jost. 

Bodoni,  upon  the  whole,  has  been  probably  more  fortunate  m  his  smaller  than 
in  his  larger  publications.    His  letter  is  generally  tall,  slim,  and  perhaps  feeble : 
hence  its  superiority  of  appearance  in  minor  publications.    Yet  he  has  done 
noble  things  in  the  quarto  and  folio  forms.    His  grand  distinctive  characteristic 
is  tastb.     '  Whatever  he  touches  he  adorns.'   He  has  been  also  particularly 
fortunate  in  the  tone  and  texture  of  his  paper.     In  his  inks,  he  is  less  black  and 
brilliant  than  Didot.  His  mode  of  pagination  is  sometimes  vastly  pleasing  in  his 
smaller  works;  and  there  is  a  clearness  and  finish  about  whatever  comes  from 
his  office,  that  bespeak  the  anxiety  and  integrity  of  the  quarter  whence  it  is 
issued.   Professor  Morgenstem  thinks  '  his  various  Greek  type*  of  the  form  that 
really  belongs  to  the  genuine  character  of  the  Greek  letters  ;*  and  adds  (a  little 
iHy  methinks) '  a  commendation,  to  which,  however,  we  may  feel  disposed  to 
confer  it,  certain  recent  attempts  are  not  entitled ;  laudable  as  they  may  be  in 
other  respects.'  What  are  the  <  recent  attempts '  here  alluded  to  ?  Those  of  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  in  adopting  the  Parson  Greek  type?    If  so,  the  Pro- 
fessor speaks '  without  book'— and  may  be  told  to '  go  to  school,  and  leam  more 
wit'— as  it  is  emphatically  expressed  in  the  play  of  "  All  the  birds  in  the  air, 
and  all  the  fishes  in  the  sea.'  For  truly,  the  Greek  types  of  both  Baskerville  and 
Bodoni  (much  resembling  each  other)  are  like  no  Greek  characters  which  it  has 
been  my  chance  to  meet  with  in  the  examination  of  sundry  Greek  MSS.  of  the 
earlier  ages.   BodonPs  types  are  pleasing,  and  picturesque — but  the  models,  left 
by  Person,  are '  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth '—  and 
what  would  you  more  ?  In  the  year  1804  was  published  the '  Editions  Bodoniane 
eseguite  in  Parma;  and,  lately,  some  additions  to  this  interesting  list  have  been 
put  torch.    Upon  the  whole,  considering  the  interval  between  Coballus  and 
Bodoni,  the  latter  has  proved  himself  to  be  quite  worthy  of  the  improvements 
which  a  lapse  of  more  than  three  centuries  may  be  justly  supposed  to  have 
effected.    <  Fortunate  Senex  ( '  Yet  see  Mr.  Home's  Introd.  to  the  Study  of  Bib- 
liography, vol.  ii.  p.  xcv,  for  a  very  full  detail  of  the  labours  of  this  *  happy  old 


*  such  taste— the  mo*  httmgty  censured.]  See  p.  199  of  the  4to.  edition  of 
The  Pursuits  of  Literature.  It  cannot  therefore  be  affirmed  that  the  author  of  that 
censure  has  shewn  himself,  Longinus-like,  to  be '  the  great  sublime  he  draws.' 

t  Mr*  Bensley,  the  printer  of  that  and  of  very  many  other  distinguished  works.'} 
BuXMEB,  Bodoni,  and  Bensley!  Most  singular,  yet  not  most  unpleasing, 
alliteration  I  Of  Mr.  Bensley  *  my  purpose  is  now  to  speak.'  While  thtShakspears 
GaUery  and  the  Shakspeare  Press  were  laying  such  fast  hold  of  the  tongues  and 
the  parses  of  the  public,  a  noWe  spirit  of  rivalry  was  evinced  by  the  Macilins 
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graphical  Professors  are  ticklish  things:  yet  I  will  not 
smother  the  impulse  which  I  feel  to  speak  roundly  <mfl 
gallantly  in  favour,  first  of  all,  of  the  Living  Father  of  the 

Books  Pbinted  by  Mb.  Behsley. 

of  Fleet-Street.    Reynolds,  West,  Ople,  Fuseli,  Northcote,  Hamilton,  and  others, 
were  engaged  to  exercise  their  magic  pencils  in  the  decoration  of  what  was  called 
The  Poet**  Gallery — and,  among  other  specimens  of  this  national  splendour  and 
patriotism,  came  forth  an  edition  of  Thornton'*  Seatoru,  in  J  797,  in  royal  folio, 
from  the  press  of  Mr.  Bensley :  a  volume  quite  worthy  of  the  wannest  eulogies. 
It  had  also  the  rare  felicity  of  not  being  debased  by  second-rate  engravings. 
Meanwhile  the  pencil  of  Loutherbourg  was  called  into  requisition  to  supply,  in 
particular,  head  and  tail  pieces,  or  vignettes,  for  a  sumptuous  folio  edition  of  Tie 
Bible :  and  that  sacred  book,  in  seven  broad  folio  tomes,  came  regularly  before 
the  public  with  every  fascination  which  a  bold  type,  raven-glossy  ink,  and 
Whatman's  manufactured  paper,  could  bestow  upon  it.   The  engravings,  from  the 
paintings  of  all  the  artists  above  mentioned,  were,  in  the  main,  worthy  of  the 
vehicle  by  which  they  were  ushered  into  public  notice.   The  Bible  of  MtHS* 
wanted,  however,  the  Apocalypte:   and,  within  this  last  twelvemonth,  such 
desideratum  has  been  supplied,  in  the  same  splendid  manner,  from  the  same  press. 
Hume's  History  of  England  'followed  hard  upon'  this  Bible,  in  ten  volumes  of 
a  folio  form  of  better  proportion.  I  saw  this  fine  work  while  at  press ;  and  as  the 
sheets  came  fresh  and  *  dank'  from  the  frisket,  the  appearance  of  the  printed 
text  (as  is  always  the  case)  was  most  beauteous  and  exhilarating.  The  engravings 
which  adorn  this  magnificent  work  were  executed  from  the  paintings  an  the  fore- 
mentioned  Gallery ;  and  upon  the  whole  I  am  not  sure  (probably  from  the 
uniform  appearance  of  the  solid  body  of  the  text,  compared  with  the  same  in  the 
Bible,  divided  into  columns  and  broken  into  verses)  whether  this  latter  work  have 
not  greater  admirers  than  its  precursor.  The  medallic  and  emblematic  engravings 
in  it,  are,  many  of  them,  quite  admirable.    In  publications  of  a  minor  form,  I 
own  that  the  Shipwreck,  published  by  Mr.  Miller  in  1804*  and  an  edition  of 
Juratu  in  1794,  2  vol.  6vo.  are,  with  me,  among  the  most  estimable  specimens. 
Yet  the  octavo  Shakspeare  (1803, 7  vol)  and  Hittory  of  England  (180$,  10  vol.) 
especially  upon  labob  papbr,  exhibit  a  singularly  happy  union  of  rare  attain- 
ments in  printing  and  wood-engraving.    Nor,  as  we  are  now  touching  the  miaar 
chord  in  chauntmg  the  praises  of  theBensleian  productions,  must  we  forget  the  very 
elegant  impressions  of  Pope's  Work*,  published  by  Du  Reveray  in  1805,  with  seme 
brilliant  copper-plate  embellishments.    Of  these,  as  well  as  of  the  same  poet* 
version  of  Homer**  Iliad,  there  were  £50  copies  printed  in  a  royal  form,  and  100 
upon  imperial  octavo.    Let  Dulau't  Virgil  of  1800,  8vo.  ft  vol,  with  plates  of 
probably  still  greater  merit,  also  come  in  for  its  share  of  commendation.  We  had 
better  throw  the  remainder  of  this  notice  of  Mr*  Beusley's  press  into  a  sort  of 
rmmmSe  form :  premising  that  Mr.  Bensle/s  earliest  attempts  at  fiat  printing 
ere  teen  in  Laotter**  Phytiogmmy  of  1789*  4to,  5  volumes:  the  copper  plates 
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Puncheon  and  Matrix,  ycleped  John  Nichols;*  who, 
Septuagenarian  as  he  is,  hath  yet  preserved  the  elastic 
spirits  of  youth;  talks  of  his  Bowyeb,  and  brandishes 

Books  Printed  by  Mr.  Benslby. 

of  which,  upon  the  whole,  have  scarcely  been  equalled.    The  Gentle  Shepherd 

qf  Allan  Ramsay,  in  English  and  Scottish,  1790,  8vo.  and  the^late  Mr.  Huddes- 

ford's  celebrated  Salmagundi,  in  1791,  4to. 

Wyntotmii  Originate  Cronykil  of  Scot  land  f1795, 8vo.  There  were  28  copies  printed 
upon  large  paper.  The  typographical  execution  of  this  work  is  exceedingly 
delicate,  and  its  editorial  skill,  I  learn,  in  every  respect  equal  to  its  beauty. 

The  Gardens,  translated  from  De  Lille,  1798,  4to.  There  were  8  copies  upon 
large  paper,  and  one  copy  only  upon  vellum. 

The  Sovereign,  a  Poem  by  Sir  James  Bland  Burgess,  1800,  folio.  If  the  Emperor 
Paul  had  afterwards '  cut  as  good  a  figure*  as  this  beautifully  printed  book 
will  always  continue  to  do,  he  might  at  this  moment  have  been  master  of  all 
the  Russia*.  Mr.  Bensley  has  probably  never  gone  beyond  this  volume  in 
his  typographical  achievements. 

Enchanted  Plants,  Fables  in  Verse,  1800,  8vo.  Two  copies  only  vpon  vellum, 
and  3  upon  coloured  paper :  finely  wrought. 

Festival  of  the  Rose,  1802, 4to.  Six  copies  only  were  printed  upon  large  paper, 
and  (still  more  enviable  acquisition!)  one  only  upon  vellum. 

AttUs*  Origin  of  Writing,  $c.  1803, 4to.  Of  this  beautifully  and  really  interesting, 
although  not  sufficiently  erudite  work,  there  were  100  copies  struck  off  upon 
large  paper  of  a  royal  folio  form :  a  number,  too  many  by  75.  The  typo- 
graphical execution  of  it  is  quite  masterly.  The  same  plan  was  adopted  hi 
.  the  publication  of  Cooper  WUlyams's  Voyage  up  the  Mediterranean,  1802, 4to : 
a  plan,  which  generally  causes  repentance  on  the  part  of  the  publisher. 

Religious  Emblems,  1809, 4to.  This  singular  work  is  particularly  interesting,  from 
the  very  splendid  manner  in  which  the  wood  cuts  are  all  struck  off  upon 
India  paper. 

Riddetfi  History  of  Mountains,  1809,  4to.  3  vols.  Accompanied  by  a  plan,  or 
picturesque  scale,  of  the  relative  heights  of  the  great  mountains  in  the  world : 
conceived  and  executed  with  singular  ability  and  success.  The  work  itself 
was  almost  entirely  destroyed  by  fire :  so  that  copies  *  hold  up  their  heads' 
in  the  market. 

Singer's  History  of  Playing  Cards,  $c.  1816,  4to.  It  is  seldom  that  the  public 
have  seen  a  more  beautifully  planned  and  executed  work  than  the  present. 
The  mo-simile  engravings  upon  wood  cannot  be  surpassed.  The  entire  im- 
pression b  limited  to  250j  copies ;  so  that,  when  its  intrinsic  worth  and 
extrinsic  beauty  be  considered,  the  curious  will  not  mil  to  secure  copies 
whenever  they  make  their  appearance. 

•  See  p.  401,  post 
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his  rectangular-headed  cane  with  all  the  pardonable  am 
sciousness  of  the  merit  attached  to  *  such  a  pair '  of  names! 
And,  secondly,  let  the  potent  Strahan*  have  his  due 

Books  Printed  bt  Mr.  Bxkilet. 

Fairfax's  Tarn,  1817,  8vo.  Fifty  copies  are  upon  large  paper;  but  '  large*  or 
small,  this  most  elegantly  printed  work  cannot  fail  to  strike  the  eye  of  tbe 
man  of  taste,  and  to  produce  a  sort  of  magnetic  influence  upon  his  purse. 
The  wood-cuts,  prefixed  to  each  book,  from  the  steel  of  Thomson,  have  a 
finish  and  brilliancy  which  may  almost  defy  competition. 
It  has  also  fallen  to  Mr.  Bensley's  good  fortune  to  reprint  some  of  our  scarcer, 
and  once  popular,  pieces :  such  as  The  Caveat  for  Curators,  (of  which  two  copies 
only  were  exquisitely  printed  upon  India  paper)  Webbefs  Discourse  an  EngUsk 
Poetry  with  that  of  Puttenham,  Daniel,  Campion,  <£<e.;  Miscellanea  Antiqua ;  and 
the  Dialogues  of  Creatures  Moralised— of  most  of  which  my  worthy  friend  Mr.  J. 
Haslewood  is  the  diligent  and  accurate  editor.  They  are  all  '  got  up  in  a 
gentlemanly  style'— -as  Mercutio  oftentimes  expresses  it— and  do  Mr.  Bensley 
much  credit.  It  remaius  now  to  notice  rather  a  phenomenon  connected  with  die 
press  of  which  we  are  speaking.  Alter  great  toil,  trial,  and  proportionally  heavy 
expense,  Mr.  Bensley  has  completed  the  establishment  of  a  sejf-vwrkhig  press, 
which  prints  on  both  sides  of  the  sheet  by  one  and  the  same  operation — and 
throws  off  900  copies  in  an  hour !  This  really  does  seem  magical  It  is  certainly 
without  precedent  Yet  a  word  hereupon.  What  will  be  the  result,  in  a  national 
point  of  view,  of  such  experiments?  And  what  is  to  become  of  an  overgrowing, 
and  (as  it  should  seem  from  recent  experience)  half  starved  .population,  if  such 
experiments  continue  to  be  tried  with  the  same  success  ?  In  adapting  the  steam 
to  the  end,  of  any  process,  or  object,  or  manufactory,  the -question  is  not  simply, 
which  are  the  readier—but  which  are  tbe  wiser-means?  Which  produces  the 
greater  quantum  of  human  happiness !  ?  If,  as  in  Scotland^  lace,  tambour-work,  and 
other  similar  manufactures,  be  wrought  by  a  merely  mechanical  operation — by 
steam-engine  performances — (and  the  quicker  and  cheaper,  the  better!)  then  the 
legislator  may  lift  up  his  eyes,  and  bethink  him  of  what  is  to  become  of  the 
honest  yeoman's  numerous  family— of  the  stimulus  held  out  for  human  industry 
and  tbe  reward  for  human  virtue  I  ?  We  shall  truly,  in  due  time,  become  a  nation 
of  beggars— but  prodigiously  ingenious  nevertheless !  Rome  is  said  to  have  fallen 
beneath  the  immensity  of  her  own  weight :  and  modern  Europe  may  be  im- 
poverished by  her  refinements  in  the  saving  of  manual  labour.  Every  thing  is 
threatened  by  sUamification*  Anon,  we  shall  eat,  drink,  sleep,  and  fight  oar 
foes,  with  sword  or  pen,  by  means  of  steam— moving,  as  it  were,  upon  the  nee  of 
the  globe  with  all  tbe  mechanical  precision  of  Mr.  Wicks's  steel  tarantula! 

These  ideas  are  not  thrown  out  with  the  motive,  or  the  possibility,  of  injur- 
ing the  reputation  of  Mr.  Bensley.    He  has  a  right  to  put  in  practice  what 

*  See  p.  404,  post. 
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share  of  respectable  notice;  from  whose  inany-engined 
office  proceed  works  of  all  *  characters  and  colours :'  gene- 
rally, however,  of  a  grave  nature — if  we  except  the  Statutes, 


modem  authorities,  of  great  weight,  seem  both  to  countenance  and  to  adopt. 
It  now  only  remains  to  Bum  up  these  BiNiLauxa  by  contemplating  the  phy- 
siognomy of  Mr,  Bcusley  himself!    He  is  here  '  done  to  the  life ! ' 


*  living  Father  of  the  aid1  Ptmchetm  and  Harris,1  ydeptd  John  Nichols.] 
i)  with  emotions  of  no  ordinary  gratification  that  I  Tcnture  upon  107  '  brief 
: '  of  toil  eicellcnt  old  man  — whose  elasticity  of  mind  and  soundness  of 
bed j  ('  mens  «na  in  corpore  smio  ■)  are  not  over-estimated  in  the  froUdtaome 
language  of  Iaaardo.  Scarcely  a  week  hus  elapsed,  since,  in  tile  midst  of  Decem- 
ber snovis.-I  visited  him  and  his  family  nt  Islington  —  his  native  place,  and  des- 
tined to  be  his  dying  one.  The  *  Septuagenarian ' — (he  ia  now  two  years  beyond 
that  usual  term  of  man's  life)  -as  hearty,  cheerful,  and  as  anxkraa  at  ever  about 
the  mccess  of  literary  projects.     When  I  had  given  him  a  rough  sketch  of  the 
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and  the  Journals  qf  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  which,  it 
must  be  admitted,  are  infinitely  diverting  and  humorous ! 


manner  in  which  the  names  and  memories  of  the  more  ancient  printers  of 
brity  had  been  treated  in  these  inefficient  pages,  the  '  old  boy '  gave  such  tokens 
of  satisfaction  as  led  me  to  hope  that  I  had  not  rashly  executed  the  important 
task  undertaken :  'for  (says  he)  if  I  am  not  deep  in  the  lore  of  Fust.  Jenson,  and 
Gering-4f  I  am  not  worthy  to  hold  tip  the  garment  of  Aldus,  Philip  Ghmta, 
Froben,  Oporinus  and  Flantin  —I  have  at  least  learnt  the  art  under  a 
who,  for  integrity  and  erudition,  may  possibly  vie  with  either  1* 

The  labours  of  Mr.  Nichols  have  been  briefly  and  unostentatiously 
known  to  the  public  through  the  medium  of  the  vith  volume  of  his  Utermy 
Anecdote*  of  the  Eighteenth  Century.  They  are  neither  few  nor  unimportant ; 
but  his  Leketterthvre  must  be  considered  as  his  '  magnum  opus :'  and  *  rare  birds  * 
copies  of  them  are,  in  perfect  condition :— but,  upon  large  paper,  ('  o  che  boccone!') 
they  are  rarer  than  white  crows  1  The  Gentleman's  Magarbte  is  perhaps  the  most 
popular  testimony  of  the  labours  of  its  indefatigable  editor— -and  even  yet,  while 
his  sun  is  setting  with  so  warm  a  glow  that  its  declension  is  scarcely  perceptible, 
even  yet  does  Mr.  Nichols  superintend  ragyimxresVUs  composition ! — he  himself 
telling  us  that  it  contains  n  '•  *•♦  /> 

No  line,  which  dying,  he  wouJa\wish^\lot.M 
Rare  and  enviable  felicity !  We  shall  now  ttohJmofe  sjfiectiiig  chord.  In  ins 
sixty-second  year— (1808)  after  having  fractured  his^voigh,  by  a  fall,  the  pre- 
ceding year— Mr.  Nichols  was  doomed  to  experience^/  calamity,  which  it  re- 
quired all  his  energies  as  a  man,  all  his  restgnaturaas*  christian,  and  all  the  con- 
solation arising  from  the  weight  of  his  public  character,  as  a  member  of  society, 
to  sustain—*  the  destruction  of  his  printing-office  and  warehouses,  with  the  whole 
of  their  valuable  contents,  by  viki.'  The  conflagration  of  one  dreadful  night 
laid  low  the  hopes,  and  dissipated  the  harvest,  of  fifty  previous  years  indulgence 
and  collection  I  All  seemed  to  be  one  wide  waste  of  desolation.  The  pang  of 
sufferance  was  doomed  however  to  be  short,  although  severe  ;  for  within  twenty- 
four  months  of  the  first  ascending  spark,  (herein,  more  fortunate  than  his  prede- 
cessor, Thomas  Junta  :  see  p.  254.  ante)  new  walls,  new  rooms,  new  warehouses, 
peace,  plenty,  and  prosperity,  seemed  again  to  smile  around :  and,  taking  up  the 

harvest-simile, 

laughing  Ceres  re-assumed  the  land. 

Wherefore  could  this  have  happened  ?  In  what  other  country  could  such  sym- 
pathy and  such  efficient  aid  have  been  shewn?  The  reason  and  the  answer  need 
not  be  here  dilated  upon:  and  perhaps  the  most  glorious  moment  of  Mr. 


*  •  he  can  truly  say  that  he  never  wrote  a  single  line,  either  in  the  Magastne 
or  elsewhere,  that  he  would  not,  at  the  time,  have  avowed  had  it  been  necessarjr, 
or  that  he  now  wishes  to  recall.'  Lit.  Anecd.  vol.  vi.  p.  688. 
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Nor,  jince  you  have  got  me  fairly  and  warmly  among  the 
living  brethren  of  the  matrix  and  puncheon,  will  I  evince 


Nichols's  existence,  ni  that  In  which  he  had  tlmori  sorrowed  and  despaired  u 
'  without  hope.'  The  Wblionianiac,  in  the  very  '  pride  and  naughtiness '  of  his 
heart,  might  have  bailed  this  catastrophe  as  conferring  threefold  tiIub  upon 
those  productions,  in  hit  own  possesion,  which,  executed  in  the  same  office,  had 
e*CBped  the  ravages  of  the  flame— but  a  Father  and  his  Family,  sit  such  a  crisis, 
could  look  only  for  protection  and  brotherly  lore  where  ...  No  more  of  this  I 
Xet  oi  conclude — if  not '  right  jollity' —  at  least  in  a  cheerful  and  Christmas  .like 

Doe*  tbe  caustic  typographical  critic  ask  •  if  Mr.  Nichols  be  ajfne  printer; 
Not  a  '  fine  fellow, '  but  a  fine  printer  i  I  answer,  that,  compared  with  the 
modem  Jensen  and  Planrin,  before  noticed,  Mr.  Nichols  most  not  be  called  by 
such  amine:  but  the  Anjertw,  in  8vo.  the  Craven,  in  -Mo.  and,  more  than  either, 
tbe  HertfirrdMre  and  Durham,  in  folk),  are  quite  sufficient  testimonies  of  tbe 
■kill  and  beauty  with  which  the  qrnndaui-Bowyer  pre»  is  yet  conducted. 
And  so,  when  tbe  foregoing  question  is  asked  respecting  '  tbe  beanty  of  Mr. 
Jikhols-s  press,'  let  Messrs.  Chalmers,  Wbhuker,  Clutterbuck,  and  Strrteet,  take 
up  the  gauntlet  which  such  sceptic  throws  down.  These  gentlemen  bare  tougher 
bulls'  hide*  to  their  shield*,  far  the  protection  of  tbe  '  old  boy,'  than"  f  (in  pre- 
■dbm  to  boast  o£  But  what  bare  we  here?  The  very  Septuagenarian  himself  I— 
with  1m  '  rectangular-beaded  cane' — (nhjiged  to  be  omitted  here,  out  seen  in  the 
orijrinel  of  Kdrtiife)  about  to  gmarap  upon  the  pericranroru  of  the  saucy  Zoilns 
who  dam  question  tbe  bMsmaa  of  the  forma  of  hia  puncheon*! 
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my  tardiness  in  entwining  the  brows  of  Collikowood  and 
Taylor,  (learned  brothers  in  the  typographic  art  *)  with  a 
laureated  wreath  which  shall  neither  become  '  sere  and 


*  the  potent  Strahan.']  Mr.  Andrew  Strahan  is  both  a  member  of 
neat,  and  a  joint-patentee  printer  to  his  Majesty— his  coadjutors  being  Messrs 
Eyre  and  Reeves :  and  like  his  father's  friend,  Mr.  Gibbon,  his  rote  is  not  only 
'  counted  in  the  day  of  battle/  but,  happier  fate !  he  has  not  been  *  overlooked  in 
the  division  of  the  spoil/  The  apparatus,  by  means  of  which  Mr.  Strahan  wields 
hisimmense  concerns,  is  vast  and  'potent/  and  both  in  town  and  country  his  esta- 
blishments of  presses,  foremen,  compositors,  and  apprentices,  bespeak  the  weight 
and  the  affluence  of  the  quarter  from  which  they  are  put  into  motion.  Iisardo,  I 
think,  has  been  a  little  too  volatile  in  describing  the  leading  works  from  the  press 
of  Mr.  Strahan.  He  should  have  mentioned  the  Cyclopedia  edited  by  Dr.  Rett: 
an  admirable  specimen  of  a  publication  of  immense  extent,  of  minute  and  skilful 
workmanship,  and  even  of  elegant  execution.  The  paper  might  have  contained  less 
cotton ;  but  think,  gentle  reader,  of  the  price  of  orthodox-manufactured  paper  in 
this  country  ?  Mr.  Strahan's  new  edition  of  Rymer*$  Fadera  (of  which  at  present 
only  two  volumes,  in  folio,  have  appeared)  is  really  a  very  elegant  publication, 
and  might  compete  with but  comparisons  are  both  hideous  and  odious. 

*  Collingwood  and  Taylor,  learned  brother*  in  the  typographic  art.']   It  is  now 
about  22  years  since  Mr.  Samuel  Colling  wood  has  been  appointed  Printer 
to  the  University  of  Oxford ;  and  it  remains  to  be  shewn  how  far  that  respectable 
character  has  proved  himself  worthy  of  the  honour  conferred  upon  him.   Among 
his  earlier  works  of  importance,  are  the  Poetia  qfArutotle,  in  1794,  8vo.  edited 
by  the  famous  Tyrwhitt ;  of  which  only  SO  copies,  upon  large  paper,  in  a  quarto 
form,  were  executed,  and  reserved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  press,  as  appropriate 
presents  for  distinguished  characters.    The  possession  of  this  treasure,  in  a 
quarto  form,  is  therefore  necessarily  almost  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  biUiosnaniacal 
ambition.   The  ensuing  year  witnessed  the  publication  of  the  Optra  Moraha  of 
Plutarch,  edited  by  Wyttenbaeh,  1795  :  and  executed  both  in  octavo  and  quarto 
forms :  namely,  in  10  volumes  of  the  former,  and  5  volumes  of  the  latter  size. 
Of  the  octavo  only,  there  were  100  copies  upon  large  paper.  The  splendour, 
accuracy,  and  importance  of  this  work  have  been  long  acknowledged  by  the 
public.  The  celebrated  Grenville  Homer,  or  a  Greek  impression  of  the  Works  of 
Homer,  in  4  volumes  4to.  edited  by  the  late  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  the  present 
Bt  Hon.T.  Grenville,  and  Lord  Grenville,  appeared  in  1800 :  of  which  only  50 
copies  (with  engraved  embellishments,  not  belonging  to  the  small  paper)  were 
executed  upon  labox  paper  ;  and  still  more  covetable,  in  my  humble  appre- 
hension, is  a  copy  of  this  work  than  of  the  preceding :  but  upon  this  point 
consult  Introd.  to  the  Clonic*,  vol.  i.  p.  388,  and  the  Bibliomania,  p.  658.    These 
copies  were  reserved,  by  the  Noblb  Family  or  thb  Gbekvillbs,  for  pre- 
sents ;  and  I  learn,  at  this  moment,  that  all  the  copies  are  disposed  of— reposing 
in  public  and  private  collections  of  almost  equal  distinction. 
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yellow,'  from  envy,  nor  wither  from  the  poisoning  breath  of 
slander  and  detraction*!  Much  have  ye  done ;  and  long  may 
ye  live,  ye  praise-worthy  pur,  to  do  yet  much  more  in  the 


The  Poet*  MtJwre*.Gr*ciT.just  edited  by  Mr.  Gaisfbrd,  (the  very  learned 
pus  Greek  Professor  at  Oxford,)  holds  forth,  to  the  curious,  on  opportunity 
of  enriching  their  cabinets  with  one  of  thejifty  copies  only  which  were  executed 
upon  large  paper;  in  royal  8vo.    The  Mulieres  Supptiees  and  Jphigema   of 
Euripides,  from  the  text  of  Markland,  were  executed  at  a  private  press  (which 
Mr.  Collingwood  had  in  conjunction  with  Messrs.  Cooke  and  Parker)  long  since 
kid  aside.   It  is  of  the  date  of  1811,  in  2  vols.  8vo.  and  in  one  volume  4to.    Of 
the  latter  20  only  were  printed  upon  large  paper.    Rarer  and  rarer  still  I    The 
preceding  are  among  the  more  curious,  valuable,  and  important  labours  of  Mr. 
Collingwood's  press.    I  forbear  touching  upon  their  value,  for  the  following 
reason.    Mr.  Collingwood  printed  the  works  of  the  late  learned  and  ever  to  be 
revered  Dr.  Vincent,  Dean  of  Westminster.    Among  them,  was  The  Voyage  of 
Nearchus,  and  the  Peripku  of  the  Erytkrean  Sea,  1809, 4to.  in  Greek  and  English. 
The  Dean  had  the  goodness  to  beg  my  acceptance  of  a  copy— in  consequence  of 
what  was  said  in  allusion  to  him  in  a  previous  publication ;  (Bibliomania,  p.  23} 
and  said,  too,  without  the  least  personal  knowledge  of  him.     That  copy  was  ac- 
companied by  a  letter,  of  which  the  whole  is  most  gratifying  ;  but  of  which  a 
past,  relating  to  my  theme,  is  most  cheerfully  (and  appositely,  I  trust,)  here  laid 
before  the  reader. . .  . *  The  only  instance  (says  the  Dean)  in  which  I  can  testify 
my  gratitude  to  you  is,  by  putting  into  your  hands  a  Book,  which  may  easily 
have  escaped  your  notice ;  in  which,  if  you  find  no  intrinsic  worth,  I  think  yon 
'will  consider  it  as  one  of  the  neatest  specimens  of  printing  that  you  have  seen : 
and  to  the  honour  of  Mr.  Collingwood,  I  must  say,  that  the  proofs  of  the 
Greek  came  from  the  press  almost  faultless.    I  think  him  the  most  able  printer  of 
the  Greek  of  the  present  age.   You  well  know  the  merit  of  this.'    Now,  gentle 
reader,  after  the  '  laudari  a  laudato  viro,f  I  should  be  glad  to  know  whether  thou 
dost  stand  in  need  of  the  '  puffari  ab  homuncione  ? •  A  word  yet  further.    Mr.  Col- 
lingwood equals,  in  matrimonial  celebrity,  his  learned  predecessor  Oporinus;  who, 
upon  the  decease  of  his  third  wife,  took  unto  himself  a  fourt h  ;  see  p.  183,  ante. 
What  remains,  then,  but  to  wish  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collingwood  a  merry  Christmas— » 
and  the  latter,  in  particular,  a  choice  copy,  upon  vellum,  of  Sanchez  Disput.  de 
Matrimonii  Sacramento — if  such  be  in  existence.    That  learned  work,  in  3  folio 
volumes,  (usually  bound  in  one)  teacheth  wives  '  how  tbey  shall  haue  amendes 
for  the  "  faultes  escaped "  in  their  husbands ! '  There  is  no  room  left  for  eulogy 
upon  Mr.  Collingwood's  works  executed  in  our  own  tongue — from  his  roost  tasteful 
wyo«m1  of  Addison  on  the  Evidences  of  Christianity,  to  the  recent  and  gorgeous  im- 
pression of  Cfartndon's  History  of  the  Rebellion,  in  ^to.  Will  the  latter  be  successful? 
I  hope  so. 

Mr.  Taylor's  oil-renewed  lamp  (I  allude  to  his  device)  need  not  fear  collocation 
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cause  of  clmancal  and  useful  instruction !  Remember  the 
Stephens  and  Faobens  of  old;  and  may  your  names 
shine  as  similar  orbs  in  the  galaxy  of  the  typographical 
hemisphere !  For  equal  accuracy  and  beauty,  let  the  palm 
be  extended  to  Davison  and  Motes  ;*  while  in  the  tiny 


by  the  ode  of  the  modern  Oporinus.  Mr.  Taylor  is  a  jodidons,  sensible,  mws- 
tentatious,  and  scholastic  printer.  He  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his  art,  and 
exhibits  an  application  of  it  to  such  uses  as  do  him  infinite  honour,  and  place 
his  name  in  the  foremost  rank  of  British  Typographical  Worthies,  His  *  mag- 
num opus '  is  now  in  progress :  the  fac- simile  reprint  of  the  famous  Codex  Ala* 
mdrimu.  See  p.  367,  ante.  This,  alone,  must  give  him  a  prodigious  elevation  in 
the  eye  of  the  well-informed.  He  is  also  the  printer  of  Mr.  Douce's  TUustraHous 
of  Shakspeorc  and  of  Ancient  Manner*,  1807,  8vo.  2  vols. :  a  work,  replete  with 
information  and  embellishments  equally  instructive  and  curious. 

*  Davison  and  Moyes,"]  And  why  not,  good  mister  Lisardo,  Woodfall  too?! 
Let  them  all  three  be  grouped  in  this  note— for '  three*  (according  to  Mr.  Gilpin) 
is  the  true  arithmetical  number  for  picturesque  grouping !  Mr.  Davison  is  both 
an  excellent  and  an  elegant  printer.    His  Gil  Blot,  published  by  Messrs.  Long- 
man, Hurst,  and  Co.  is  quite  worthy  of  the  beautiful  engravings  with  which  that 
edition  is  adorned :  but  his  Arabian  Nights,  by  Scott,  1811,  in  6  octavo  volumes, 
Ss,  to  my  eye,  a  more  exquisite  performance.    There  is  a  paginary  proportion 
about  it  quite  perfect  of  its  kind :  nor  are  the  copper-plates  (one  to  each  volume) 
less  deserving  of  commendation.    Indeed  I  know  not,  if,  upon  the  whole,  they 
do  not  exceed  those  in  Mr.  Miller's  beautiful  edition — described  at  page  388, 
ante  . . .  Mb.  Mo  yes  is  a  printer  of  extreme  carefulness  and  accuracy.    No  man 
is  more  zealous,  or  takes  greater  pains.    His  Arthur  of  Little  Britain,  in  1814, 
is  a  delicious  little  pot  quarto :  and  the  copies  of  it,  upon  large  paper,  are  at  once 
splendid  and  rare.   These  latter  have  the  fac-similcs  from  the  old  MSS.  coloured  ; 
and  so  indeed  have  some  copies  in  the  minor  form.    Mr.  Woodfall  is  the 
laborious  and  spirited  typographical  artist  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the 
quarto  reprints  of  our  old  Chronicles,  and  for  the  reprint  of  Hakluyfs  Voyages: 
of  which  latter  there  were  50  copies  executed  upon  large  paper— all,  now,  gone 
astray ;  and  reposing,  within  their  russia-coated  sur-tours,  upon  the  shelves  of  the 
curious.     I  could  swell  the  list  of  specimens  of  Mr.  Woodfall's  *  handy-works;' 
but  there  is  no  need  of  it.  There  is  a '  gaietl  de  coeur'  about  this  worthy  character 
that  makes  us  think  '  no  calling '  is  like  the  typographical  one.   May  he  long 
enjoy  that  sun-shine  of  good  opinion,  among  the  more  respectable  of  society, 
which  has  a  prodigious  influence  in  softening  down  the  rubs  and  rebuffs  of  human 
mortality.    His  name  is  not  new  in  public  estimation j  and  it  is  quite  pleasant  to 
observe  how  becomingly  the  mantle  of  the  lather  sits  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  son. 
It  remains  to  conclude  this  note  with  the  mention  of  a  work,  of  which 
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tomes  of  Whittingham,  from  the  Chiswick  Press,  let  us 
acknowledge  that  we  perceive  the  brilliancy  of  the  Elzevirs 
revived •  Nor  shall  the  original  M aceekry  be  dismissed 
with  a  slender  notice.  He  hath  done  much  and  well  in  the 
cause  of  his  art :  the  Muse  also  hath  descended,  at  the 


iisardo  might  in  truth  have  made  honourable  mention..  I  allude  to  what  may  be 
called  the  Pocket  Polyglott  Bible  about  to  be  published  bj  Mr.  BAoamm. 
This  Polyglott  consists  of  six  languages:  namely,  Hebrew,  Samaritan,  Syriac, 
Greek,  Latin  and  English;  and  will  be  published  in  the  following  manner : 

POCKET  SIZE. 

L  HEBREW  frith  Points.— The  same  interleaved,  with  (1)  Greek,  or 

(2)  Latin,  or  (3)  English,  or  (4)  The  Concordance. 

II.  GREEK.— The  same  interleaved,  with  (1)  Hebrew  with  Points,  or 

(3)  Hebrew  without  Points,  or  (3)  Latin,  or  (4)  English,  or  (5)  Concordance. 
HI.  LATIN. — The  same  interleaved,  with  (1)  Hebrew  with  Points,  or 

(£)  Hebrew  without  Points,  or  (3)  Greek,  or  (4)  English,  or  (5)  Concordance. 

IV.  ENGLISH.— The  same  interleaved,  with  (1)  Hebrew  with  Points,  or 

(2)  Hebrew  without  Points,  or  (3)  Greek,  or  (4)  Latin,  or  (5)  Concordance. 

V.  HEBREW  without  Ponds.— The  same  interleaved,  with  (1)  Greek,  or 
(S)  Latin,  or  (3)  English,  or  (4)  The  Concordance. 

VI.  SCRIPTURE  HARMONY,  or  BIBLICAL  CONCORDANCE.   The 
same  interleaved  with  (1)  Hebrew  with  Points,  or  (4)  Hebrew  without  Points,  or 

(3)  Greek,  or  (4)  Latin,  or  (5)  English. 

ROYAL  OCTAVO  SIZE. 

L  SCRIPTURE  HARMONY,  or  BIBLICAL  CONCORDANCE. 

IL  The  same,  with  an  Edition  of  the  TEXT,  corresponding  with  the  foregoing, 

page  for  page. 

"  QUARTO. 

The  Whole  of  the  above  languages ;  via.  I.  Hebrew;  IL  Greek ;  III.  Latin; 
IV.  English;  with  the  Heb  Sam.  Pentateuch. 

A  prospectus,  containing  the  plan  of  the  work,  was  also  published  by  Mr,  B.. 
but  as  I  was  anxious  to  obtain  every  information,  connected  with  it,  which  might 
be  likely  to  interest  the  reader,  I  prevailed  upon  Mr.  Bagster  to  favour  me  with 
a  letter,  explanatory  of  his  views,  motives,  and  the  general  nature  and  difficulty 
of  the  work.  That  letter  is  here  given  to  tbe  public ;  and  will,  I  think,  be  con- 
sidered rather  an  interesting  expose* :  and  I  wish,  in  my  heart,  that  some  fortunate 
rummager  of  the  archives  of  Venice  could  restore  a  similar  communication  of 
Aldus,  respecting  the  plan  of  his  own  Polyglott ;  see  p.  207.    Is  it  mere 

•  See  p.  410,  post. 
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touch  of  his  lyre,  to  sing  the  praises  of  the  same  art ;  and 
in  the  beautifully  garnished  pages,  from  his  Liverpool 

romance  to  suppose  some  such  document  to  be  in  existence?  Bat  let  us  make 
way  for  the  Bagsterian  reality : 

'  Kev.  cur,  ^  question  that  you  put  to  me  respecting  my  Polyglott  Bible, 

induces  me  to  trouble  you  with  this  letter  of  explanation. 

My '  magnum  opus'  (do  not  smile,  I  am  serious  when  I  thus  speak  of  it)  has 
employed  above  four  years  of  my  life ;  and  when  the  culture  is  to  end,  and  the 
fruit  be  ripe  for  plucking,  it  is  not  at  this  moment  in  my  power  to  fix :  but  I  per- 
severe with  uncxmmg  assiduity,  and  refresh  myself  with  the  hope  that  I  shall  at 
last  equally  gratify  the  man  of  taste  and  the  Biblical  scholar.  The  proverb  now 
and  then  presents  itself  to  my  mind, '  no  one  asks  how  long  that  was  doing  which 
is  well  done,' 

This  is  an  age  when  the  public  are  fastidious  respecting  the  correctness  of 
Biblical  and  Classical  works,  and  therefore  an  attention  equal  to  the  importance 
has  been  bestowed  on  this  difficult  work,  by  editors  both  well  qualified  and  dis- 
posed to  the  undertaking.  Such  is  my  confidence  in  their  talents  and  per- 
severance, that  I  mean  to  venture  a  promise  to  the  effect  of  the  annexed  note, 
and  then  should  it  not  on  its  publication  be  as  correct  as  it  will  be  beautiful, 
notwithstanding  the  pains  taken  to  accomplish  it,  the  public  have  the  assurance 
that  it  shall  eventually  be  made  as  perfect  as  the  talent,  seal,  and  care  of  man 
can  make  it ;  every  fault  left  unnoticed,  cannot  be  justly  censured  by  the  British 
public,  if  they  fail  to  notice  it 

The  difficulties  to  the  compositor  of  the  Hebrew,  with  points,  far  exceeds  every 
other  language.  You  are  doubtless  aware  that  every  line  is  composed  of  three  distinct 
lines ;  i.  e.  points  and  accents  both  above  and  below  the  line  of  letters — the  great 
variety  and  minuteness  of  the  character  also  add  to  his  labour  and  care.  I  wrote 
to  the  printer  and  the  letter  founder  to  display  these,  and  one  of  the  letters  is 
enclosed,*  as  their  accounts  nearly  agree.  The  difference  between  the  fount  with 


%  Sir 

°  '  The  number  of  Hebrew  matrixes  are  82 ;  these  are  all  first  cast 

on  a  minion  body,  and  54  of  them  are  again  cast  on  a  diamond  body,  to  admit  of 
marks  and  accents  being  put  over  them.  The  accents  and  points  are  25  in  number, 
of  which  there  are  of  the  thinnest  sort,  about  {40  to  the  ounce. 
The  number  of  boxes  required  to  contain  the  fount,  are 

Minion  Hebrew         -  -  -        82 

Spaces  4,  m  and  n  quad.  2,  large  quad.  1        7 
Diamond  Hebrew        -  54 

Spaces,  &c.  same  as  Minion  -  7 

Minikin  accents  and  marks  -  25 

Spaces,  &c.  same  as  Minion  -  7 

181 

Wc*Strect9 16,  Oct.  1816,  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

London.  G.  Fxooivs. 
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Press9f  the  lore  of  Roscoe  was  first  given  to  the  admiring 
world  ! . . .  Surely,  I  may  consider  this  as  my  peroration? 
Lysander.  Yet  a  word,  ere  we  break  up.    It  would  be 

points,  and  that  which  is  without  them,  is  very  striking.  The  former  requires 
28  points  and  accents,  and  136  mixed  letters,  whereas  the  latter  has  only  32 
altogether,  and  one  stop ;  a  difference  between  the  founts  of  132  characters :  the 
first,  with  points,  exceeding  by  so  considerable  a  number — and  some  are  so 
minute  that  one  ounce  is  found  to  contain  no  less  than  236. 

When  I  embraced  the  design  of  this  work,  no  suitable  fount  of  Hebrew 
existed ;  it  became  therefore  necessary  to  cut  the  steel  punches  and  the  brass 
matrixes  before  the  fount  of  letter  could  be  cast,  and  thus  our  country  is  enriched 
by  the  creation  of  this  new  fount. 

The  Greek  and  Roman  type,  I  think,  will  also  be  admired  for  the  delicate 
neatness  of  theuvexecution. 

One  prominent  feature  in  this  undertaking  remains  yet  for  me  most  particu- 
larly to  call  your  attention  to :  which  is,  that  by  an  attentive  casting  off  of  each 
page  of  every  language,  it  is  so  managed,  that  with  very  few  exceptions,  every 
page  answers  to  its  corresponding  one  in  each  separate  language;  each  one  on 
every  page,  making  the  same  progress ;  so  that  at  the  pleasure  of  any  or  every 
purchaser,  a  combination  of  any  two  of  the  languages  may  be  made.  To  effect 
this,  I  have  caused  two  editions  of  each  to  be  printed j  the  one  commencing  as 
usual  on  the  right  hand  page,  and  the  other  for  interleaving  on  the  Jeft  hand 
page  ;  thus  the  corresponding  page  is  always  opposite,  and  not  on  the  reverse : 
so  that  throughout  you  have  the  same  page  of  Hebrew  and  English  (or  any 
others)  on  opposites  in  every  opening  of  the  Pocket  Volumes.— This  gives  the 
undertaking  a  character,  which  at  once  declares  its  originality,  and  qualifies  it 
for  an  extensive  reception.  To  elucidate  this,  I  enclose  a  card  by  which  you 
will  perceive  that  on  the  day  of  publication,  not  less  than  23  varieties  will  be  pre- 
sented to  the  public ;  and  which  I  shall  have  real  pleasure  to  submit  to  your 
inspection.  It  is  also  worthy  of  particular  notice  that  two  of  the  languages, 
when  combined  in  a  single  volume,  will  not  exceed  one  eighth  of  an  inch,  and 
consequently  each  single  volume  will  be  only  five  eights  of  an  inch. 

All  that  I  have  said,  and  I  beg  to  offer  an  apology  for  saying  so  much,  applies 
only  to  the  Pocket  Editions;  but  the  enclosed  prospectus  details  the  plan  of 
printing  a  quarto  edition,  in  a  single  volume,  having  the  four  exhibited  at  each 
opening  of  the  volume.* 

Such  is  the  plan  of  this  novel  and  interesting  undertaking.  The  execution 
corresponds  with  the  hopes  held  out  The  Hebrew  and  Greek  types  are  of  the 
neatest  forms ;  and  the  latter  is  that  of  Portcn.  The  paper  is  necessarily  thin 
and  delicate ;  yet,  of  such  consistency,  that  it  requires  absolutely  rough  treatment 
to  produce  fracture  or  injury. 

t  See  the  next  page. 
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equally  idle  and  impracticable  to  attempt  to  mete  out  a  due 
measure  of  commendation  to  every  living  typographical 

9  the  brilliancy  of  the  EUevirt  revived.]  Tbe  peculiar  characteristic  of  Mr. 
Whittinohjlm's  printing  is  neatness,  and  even  brilliancy.  All  his  minor  tomes, 
like '  dapper  elves/  (as  the  late  Dr.  Ferriar  happily  designated  the  Elxevir 
volumes)  should  find  places  within  the  cabinets  of  the  curious  in  typography. 
The  Euglish  Classics,  or  Popular  Periodical  Papers  of  the  Spectator,  etc.  pub- 
lished by  Messrs.  Sharpe  and  HcdUs,  and  printed  by  Mr.  Whittingham,  are,  I 
really  think,  among  the  most  beautiful  and  skilful  specimens  extant  of  modem 
printing.  This  publication,  en  masse,  is  very  much  superior  to  the  Bm  bou  set  of 
ancient  classics.  But  why  does  Mr.  Whittingham  (and  many  other  hardly  less 
distinguished  printers)  adopt  that  frightful,  gouty,  disproportionate,  eye-distract- 
ing, and  taste-revolting,  form  of  black-letter — too  frequently  visible  in  thtfrmtia* 
pieces  of  bis  books  ?  It  is  contrary  to  all  classical  precedent ;  and  outrageously 
repulsive  in  itself.  Let  the  ghost  of  Wynkyn  De  Worde  haunt  him  till  he 
abandon  itl 

t  Ati  LfaerjMoi-Fress.]  Mr.  Macrzxry  commenced  his  typographical  career 
at  Liverpool  by  the  publication  (in  2  quarto  volumes)  of  Mr.  Roscoe's  loft  of 
Lorenzo  de  Medici:  a  work,  of  which  it  were  superfluous  now  to  point  out  its 
manifold  merits.  That  beautiful  performance  was  succeeded  by  a  still  more 
elaborate  one— from  the  same  author — of  the  Life  and  Pontificate  of  Leo  X.  in 
four  resplendent  quarto  tomes.  Of  this  latter  there  were  copies  upon  Large 
Paper;  and  the  printer  of  them  is  induced  to  think  that  they  afford  the  most 
favourable  specimens  of  his  typographical  skill.  Unquestionably  the  publication, 
hi  both  forms,  has  every  recommendation  of  typographical  beauty.  The  page  b 
well  set  up ;  the  ink  black  and  glossy  ;  the  paper  mellow-tinted ;  the  press-work 
unexceptionable— and  the  embellishments  interesting  and  appropriate.  The 
whole  hath  indeed  a  joyous  air  and  truly  classical  arrangement :  but  the  large 
paper  is  now  become  a  scarce  book.  Perhaps  of  equal,  if  not  superior  execution, 
is  the  recent  publication  of  Mr.  Ottley*$  learned  work  upon  Ancient  Engraving, 
with  singularly  happy  embellishments,  in  two  comely  quarto  volumes.  The  large 
paper  of  this  valuable  work  is  magnificent  in  execution,  and  limited  (only  fifty) 
in  number — so  that  the  curious  and  the  skilful  may  be  in  every  respect  gratified 
by  the  possession  of  it.  For  a  mass  of  firm,  workman-like  printing,  I  know 
nothing  superior  to  Mr.  Macreery's  re-Impression  of  Lord  Berners'  translation 
of  Froissart. 

Let  me  now  touch  a  somewhat  jocund  note.  Six  years  have  elapsed  since 
my  particular  intercourse  with  honest  John  Macreery ;  arising  from  tbe  Btb&t- 
mania  having  glided  uninterruptedly  through  his  press.  During,  and  since,  that 
time,  I  am  willing  to  believe  that  our  opinion  of  each  other  was,  and  still  is,  of  a 
most  favourable  kind.  It  is  well  known  to  the  world  that  Mr.  M.  hath  *  wooed 
tbe  willing  Muse.*  His  poem,  called  '  The  Press/  is  highly  creditable  to  his  seal 
and  talents.  But  Mr.  Macreery  writes  verse  of  almost  every  description.  Some- 
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artist  of  eminence ;  but  you  will  not  pass  over  the  reprint 
of  Stcpheris  Greek  Thesaurus  t 

times  in  the  form  of  a  prose-fetter,  as  thus :  (sent  to  me  during  the  printing  of  the 
last  mentioned  work.)  '  For  speed  who  on  a  printer  leans,  most  know  he  works 
by  human  means ;  and  must  not  let  his  senses  riot,  but  keep  them  always  coo} 
and  quiet  Our  Devils,  erst,  were  very  kind,  and  quickly  helped  us  to  our  mind  j 
but  now  tbey  make  so  great  a  pother,  we  daily  pester  one  another  j  and  while 
we  try  our  friends  to  settle,  by  shewing  each  the  other's  mettle,  our  friends  mutt 
wait  from  day  to  day,  while  we  decide  the  doughty  fray ;  and,  then,  when  one 
or  other  wins,  full  briskly  all  our  work  begins;  and  we  repair  the  damage  done, 
by  doiug  two  days'  work  in  one  :  now,  Reverend  Sir,  I've  done  my  story,  and 
soon  will  labour  for  your  glory.'  L  M'C.  Let  me  ask  whether  such  a  speci- 
men be  not  unique— at  least,  whether  we  hare  any  precedent  of  one  from  Caxton 
to  Bowyer  ?  The  second  specimen  of  our  Printer's  poetical  talents  is  of  a  more 
serious,  and  probably  more  popular  kind.  It  shall  speak  for  itself:  but  let  it  be 
only  premised  that,  the  affecting  thought,  expressed  in  the  last  line  but  seven, 
k  probably  original.    Indeed  the  whole,  of  its  kind,  is  quite  delightful ; 

INSCRIPTION  FOR  MY  DAUGHTER'S  HOUR-GLASS. 

Mabk  the  golden  grains  that  past 
Brightly  thro*  this  channelPd  glass, 
Measuring  by  their  ceaseless  mil 
Heaven's  most  precious  gift  to  all ! 
Busy,  till  its  sand  be  done, 
See  the  shining  current  run ; 
But,  th'  allotted  numbers  shed, 
Another  hour  of  life  hath  fled  1 
Its  task  perform'd,  its  travail  past; 
like  mortal  man  it  rests  at  last  I— 
Yet  let  some  hand  invert  its  frame 
And  all  its  powers  return  the  same, 
Whilst  any  golden  grains  remain 
Twill  work  its  little  hour  again*— 
But  who  shall  turn  the  glut  for  Man, 
When  all  his  golden  grains  have  ran? 
Who  shall  collect  his  scattered  sand, 
Dispersed  by  Time's  unsparing  hand  ?— 

Then,  Daughter,  since  this  truth  is  plain, 

That  Time  once  gone  ne'er  comes  again, 

ImprcVd  bid  every  moment  pass — 

See  how  the  sand  rolls  down  your  glass! 
Mw.  *,  1810.  J.  M.  C. 
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Lisardo.  I  thank  you  for  the  suggestion.  There  is, 
about  the  Printer  and  Publisher  of  that  most  arduous  under- 
taking,* so  much  well-directed  zeal  and  proper  feeling  in  the 

*  that  most  arduous  undertaking.']  There  is  something  beyond  mere  compfi- 
ment  in  this  designation  of  the  work  alluded  to.  It  if  arduous  in  the  extreme, 
and  perhaps  not  a  little  perilous :  yet  let  us  admire  the  seal,  and  love  of  ancient 
lore,  which  could  have  matured,  and  carried  into  execution,  a  project  so  rat,  so 
expensive,  and  requiring  such  constant,  unremitting,  and  (I  had  almost  said) 
interminable  labour.  I  address  myself  to  the  candid,  the  experienced,  and  the 
liberal ;  not  to  those,  who,  previous  to  the  publication  of  the  first  number,  were 
sliarpening  their  critical  knives,  and  preparing  other  instruments  of  literary 
torture,  whereby  they  might  inflict  a  severe  wound,  and  cause  premature  death 
to  the  undertaking !  English  critics,  I  trust,  like  English  soldiers  and  sailors, 
love  fairer  play  than  this.  Nor  can  such  attempts,  after  all,  damp  the  ardour,  or 
slacken  the  exertions,  of  those  to  whose  conduct  the  structure  of  this  '  moon* 
mentum  sere  perennius '  is  entrusted.  Let  us  tell  an  interesting  and  unsophisti- 
cated tale. 

A  new  edition  of  the  Greek  Thesaurus  of  Henry  Stephen  the  Younger  most 
necessarily,  in  any  shape,  be  a  tremendous  undertaking :  especially,  too,  when 
one  thinks  of  the  multiplicity  of  lexicographical  and  critical  knowledge  which  has 
pervaded  the  classical  world  since  the  first  appearance  of  that  wonderful  per- 
formance. Only  to  give  an  impulse,  or  encouragement  to  the  plan— only 
to  bring  the  vessel  to  the  water's  edge,  as  it  were— required  spirit,  strength,  and 
no  ordinary  assistance.  In  letters,  circular  notes,  prospectuses,  ore  announcing 
the  nature  and  extent  of  it,  it  cost  the  proprietors  of  the  work  not  less  than 
15002.  This  was  surely  bold  enough :  for  till  Seven  Hundred  Subscriber*  were 
secured,  its  progress  would  be  uncertain,  and  the  loss  sufficiently  decisive. 
However,  the  plan  *  grew'  and  the  subscribers  multiplied;  and  the  names  of 
not  fewer  than  nine-hundred  and  eighty  five  of  them  graced  the  covering  of  the 
first  number.  Such  a  number,  to  such  a  work,  is,  I  believe,  without  precedent : 
and  well  might  Lord  Gbenville,  the  Chancellor  of  the  University  of  Oxford, 
express  a  pleasurable  pride  in  receiving  the  homage  of  the  Dedication  of  the  new 
Thesaurus  to  himself.  That  Nobleman's  Letter  to  the  Printer,  upon  the  occa- 
sion of  which  we  are  speaking,  does  equal  honour  to  his  head  and  heart  Now 
comes  the  glory  of  the  design.  All  attempts  which  had  been  made  towards  a 
new  edition  of  Stephen's  Thesaurus,  in  Germany,  Russia,  France,  and  Denmark, 
have  not  only  been  rendered  abortive,  but  the  materials  for  it,  collected  in  those 
places,  have  been  almost  voluntarily  as  well  as  absolutely  poured  into  the  capacious 
reservoir  of  Alexander  John  Valpt  ! 

The  manner  in  which  this  new  edition  is  given  to  the  public  need  not  be 
specifically  mentioned.  All  the  classical  world  are  aware  of  it ;  but,  for  come- 
liness and  proportion,  the  nicer  collector  will  betake  himself  to  the  large  psper. 
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cause  of  classical  literature — so  much  of  emulation  to  revive 
the  days  of  the  Stephens,  the  Aldoses,  and  the  Giimti — that 
I  cannot  but  predict  a  very  permanent  reputation  to  Ins 

In  the  small  paper,  the  text  looks  abundant  and  honest  to  excess.  It  was  the 
Intention  of  Mr.  Valpy  to  have  struck  off  three  copies  upon  vellum,  at  300 
guineas  each  copy ;  but  the  poisoning  influence  of  that  recent,  rash,  and  ruthless 
act  of  parliament,  respecting  literary  property,  which  gave  one  copy  of  the  best 
kind  to  the  British  Museum,  (the  least  pernicious  feature  in  such  act)  diverted 
his  intentions.  Perhaps  Mr.  Valpy  will  not,  in  the  end,  repent  that  he  could 
not  carry  his  design  into  effect ;  as,  ere  this,  he  would  have  met  with  more 
vexations  and  disappointments  than,  in  the  fondness  of  his  heart,  he  could  have 
anticipated.  Of  the  Classical  Journal,  planned,  printed,  and  chiefly  conducted 
by  the  same  typographical  artist,  it  may  be  here  only  necessary  to  remark  that, 
if  room  were  allowed,  I  could  mention  the  names  of  some  of  the  first  scholars  in 
Europe,  abroad  and  at  home,  who  volunteer  their  labours  in  rapport  of  it ;  and 
that  its  success  has  been  complete  beyond  the  most  sanguine  expectations.  *  Esto 
perpetua !'  It  remains  to  subjoin  that  Mr.  Valpy  was  bred,  both  at  school 
(under  his  father,  Dr.  Valpy  —the  bibliomaniacal  Leviathan  of  Reading)  and  at 
College,  professedly  with  a  view  to  his  present  pursuit  in  life ;  and  that  it  was 
his  aim  and  ambition  to  put  on  that  mantle  which  Harwood  had  pronounced  to 
have  become  nearly  moth-eaten  from  disuse  since  the  days  of  Bowyxr.  Accord- 
ingly, in  1804,  he  gave  to  the  world  his  first  typographical  production,  which 
was  a  small  collection  of  Excerpts  from  Cicero's  Epistles,  in  12mo.  with  the  fol- 
lowing prefix,  or  address,  to  his  schoolfellows : 

'  Ad  Condiscipulos  mini  semper  Amicissimos.  Ecce  vobis,  Condistipuli,  pri- 
mitias  meorura  in  re  typographies,  et  in  prelo  subjectis  exemplaribus  corrigendis 
laborum.  Ex  alveis  Ciceronianis,  duldssimo  sapore  confertis  et  elegantissimo 
condunento  uberrime  cumulatis,  mellitissimos  quosdam  favos  excerptos  vobis 
apponere  propositum  mihi  fuit.  Quod  quidem  incoeptum  bene  vertat  Deus,  et 
mihi,  artem  suscipienti,  qua  Aldus  et  Stephani,  litems  exquisitissima  ratione 
coluerunt;  et  vobis,  ingenuis  jam  artibus  et  studio  humanitatis  imbutis,  mox 
autem  summum  splendorem  doctrina,  moribus,  pietate,  in  patriam  effusuris. 
Vestra  igitur,  qua  soletis,  benignitate  hoc  opusculum  accipiatis  velim,  et  in  men- 
tem  aliquando  revocatum  habeatis,  quoties,  dum  vobiscum  in  ludo  versabar, 
memet  a  vestro  consortio  ad  hoc  elaborandum  receperim.  Porrd  etiam  atque 
etiam  deprecor  ne  offendantur  emunctae  naris  lectores  maculis,  quas  non  oerte 
incuria,  sed  qasedam  artis  ignorantia  fuderit  Quod  si  his  primordiis  arriseritis 
et  vos  et  illi,  ad  quoddam  majus  austun,  spero  fore  ut  mihi  me  novis  auspicHs 
accingere  olim  concedatur  in  disciplina,  quam  extremis  tantum  digitis,  ut  dkitur, 
attigi,  et  quasi  primoribus  labris  gustavi.    Valete,  et  fevete. 

A.J.V/ 
Datum  Readingi,  Idas 

Jan,  A,  J).  1804. 
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laudable  efforts.  His  star  is  just  trembling,  as  it  were,  with 
a  promising  radiance  above  the  horizon ;  and  I  will  venture 
to  prognosticate  that  its  course  will  be  neither  limited  nor 
obscured. 

Thus  have  I,  only  in  a  summary  manner,  given  an 
account  of  the  comparative  improvements  in  the  ancient  and 
modern  arts  of  printing :  «  nothing  extenuating,  nor  setting 
down  aught  in  malice.*  As  my  attachment  to  the  art  is 
enthusiastic,  I  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  indifferent  to  the 
success  of  it ;  and  I  have  never  intentionally  thrown  one 
professor  of  it  into  the  shade,  with  the  idea  of  concentrating 
the  light  more  strongly  upon  those  who  may  chance  to  be 
more  prominent  in  the  picture.  My  discourse,  from  begin- 
ning to  end,  must  be  considered  as  a  mere  corollary  to  the 
copious  and  satisfactory  details  of  my  immediate  predecessor* 

Lysandee.  Forgive  this  apparent  intrusion:  but  I  can- 
not suffer  this  well-informed  circle  to  rise  without  reminding 
our  monarch  that  he  has  forgotten  the  name  of  Whittakeb  ! 

Lisardo.  My  information  then,  it  should  seem,  is  but 
limited.    Pray  let  us  hear  of  him. 

Lysandee.  I  can  only  be  brief,  as  I  am  aware  of  the 
time  running  rapidly  away.  John  Whittaker,  a  modest, 
unassuming,  indefatigable,  and  singularly-successful  artist,* 

It  is  now  high  time  to  say  farewell  to  the  typographical  labours  of  Mr.  A.  X 
Valpy.  Yet  he  must  not  be  dismissed  without  a  seasonable  piece  of  advice ; 
purely  of  a  secondary  nature.  Let  me  entreat  him  to  annul!  and  expunge, 
'  henceforth  and  for  ever,*  that  hieroglyphical,  semi-astrological,  but  most  barba- 
rous, gallows-seeming,  device  —  wherewith  he  omamenteth  the  frontispieces 
of  his  books  (  Surely  Aldus,  Froben,  and  Curio,  might  hare  taught  him  better 
things. 

9  John  Whittaker;  a  modest,  unassuming,  indefatigable,  and  singularly  suc- 
cessful artist.']  This  eulogy  is  perfectly  sober,  because  it  is  perfectly  true;  and 
Mr.  Whittaker,  nervous  as  he  is,  will  yet,  I  trust,  summon  courage  sufficient  to 
meet  the  tide  of  success,  now  rising  up,  from  all  quarters,  to  crown  his  exertions 
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exercises  his  typographical  profession  in  a  very  extraordinary 
manner.  Give  him  your  imperfect  Cawton,  and,  within  a 
few  days  thereof,  you  shall  receive  it  so  perfected,  that  the 


with  prosperity.  He  is  still  in  the  vigour  of  life  ;  and  capable  of  enduring  the 
most '  patient  touches  of  laborious  art !'  But  the  business  of  this  note  shall  be 
information  and  not  panegyric.  Mr.  Whittaker's  Caxtonian  reparations,  or 
rather  restorations,  are  effected  in  the  following  manner.  He  has  caused  to 
be  engraved,  or  cut,  at  a  great  expense,  four  founts  of  Caxton's  letter.  These 
are  cut  in  the  manner  of  binder's  tools  for  lettering,  and  each  letter  is  separately 
charged  with  ink,  and  separately  impressed  upon  the  paper.  Some  of  Caxton's 
types  are  so  riotous  and  unruly,  that  Mr.  Whittaker  found  it  impossible  to  carry 
on  his  design  without  having  at  least  twenty  of  each  such  irregular  letter  en- 
graved. The  process  of  executing  the  text,  with  such  tools,  shall  be  related  in 
Mr.  Whittaker's  own  words  :  '  A  tracing  being  taken  with  the  greatest  precision 
from  the  original  leaf,  on  white  tracing  paper,  it  is  then  laid  on  the  leaf  (first 
prepared  to  match  the  book  it  is  intended  for)  with  a  piece  of  blacked  paper 
between  the  two.  Then,  by  a  point  passing  round  the  sides  of  each  letter,  a  true 
impression  is  given  from  the  black  paper,  upon  the  leaf  beneath.  The  types 
are  next  stamped  on  singly,  being  charged  with  old  printing  ink,  prepared  in 
colour  exactly  to  match  each  distinct  book.  The  type  being  then  set  on  the 
marks  made  by  tracing,  in  all  the  rude  manner,  and  at  the  same  unequal  dia- ' 
taaces,  observable  in  the  original,  they  will  bear  the  strictest  scrutiny  and  com- 
parison with  their  prototype :  it  being  impossible  to  make  a  fac-simile  of  Caxton's 
printing  in  any  other  way — as  his  letters  are  generally  set  up  irregularly,  and  at 
unequal  distances,  leaning  various  ways,  and  altogether  so  rude  and  barbarous, 
that  no  printer  of  our  time  could  set  up  a  page,  or  even  a  line,  to  correspond  with 
the  original  by  any  other  means.' 

The  libraries  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  Earl  Spencer,  sufficiently  attest 
the  felicity  of  Mr.  Whittaker's  performances  in  this.'  particular  branch '  of  resto- 
ration.   The  spirit  of  old  Caxton  himself  could  not  discover  the  cheat ! 

Mr.  Whittaker  also  informs  me  that  he  has  <  types  engraved  to  correspond 
with  those  of  Wynktn  de  Worde  ;  and  others  of  various  description,  by  which 
he  is  enabled  to  complete  any  book,  printed  before  the  sixteenth  century,  so ' 
exactly,  that  the  most  able  judge  of  old  printing  cannot  discover  the  restoration 
from  the  original.'  Lysander  has  made  mention  of  Mr.  Whittaker's  restorations 
of  lost  leaves  of  Fust  and  Schoiffher.  His  Majesty's  library  contains  a  most 
splendid  and  successful  specimen  of  this  kind,  in  one  of  the  leaves  of  the  Psalter 
of  1457 —  supplied  from  that  of  Lord  Spencer's  perfect  copy.  And  Mr.  O. 
Niool,  who  yet  retains  the  extraordinary  vellum  copy  of  the  Maxarine  Bible, 
noticed  in  vol.  i.  p.  339,  is  sometimes  even  at  a  loss  to  point  oat  which  art  the 
two  leaves  (formerly  wanting  in  it)  that  own  Mr.  Whittaker  for  their  master. 
Indeed,  so  singularly  nice,  *  cunning  and  curious '  is  this  restoration,  that  I  am 
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deficiencies  cannot  be  discovered  There  is  a  sort  of 
witchery  in  his  process ;  in  consequence,  I  presume,  of  some 
nocturnal  communication  with  the  ghost  of  our  first  printer: 


not  sure  whether  bibUomaniacal  gamblers  might  not  propose  a  safe  bet  upon  the 
chanoe  of  its  non-detection  I  The  mode  of  accomplishing  that  restorations  b 
similar  to  that  connected  with  the  Caxtonian.  We  now  come  to  speak  of  Mr. 
Whittaker's  printing  in  Letters  of  Gold  :  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  the  reader 
is  about  to  peruse  an  interesting  narrative  hereupon. 

The  Magna  Carta  above  mentioned,  constitutes,  at  present,  the  sole  work  upoa 
which  this  process  has  been  employed ;  but,  limited  as  it  is,  a  great  variety  of 
curious  detail  is  connected  therewith.     In  the  first  place,  the  manner  of  printing 
is  a  secret ;  known  only  to  its  ingenious  author  and  tbe '  nocturnal  spirit'  with 
which  Lysander  supposes  him  to  associate.    The  Society  for  the  Enconragement 
of  Arts,  over  which  the  late  Duke  of  Norfolk  (now  H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  of  Sussex) 
presided,  offered  Mr.  W.  a  premium  for  his  ingenuity,  upon  condition  (as  is 
usual)  of  making  the  process  known ;   but  Mr.  Wbittaker,  aware  of  tbe  import- 
ance of  keeping  it  secret,  declined  the  premium — and  of  course  renewed  bis 
nocturnal  visits  with  the  aforesaid  *  ghost*    It  was  therefore  happily  said  to  him, 
by  Mr.  G.  Nicol,  that '  it  was  well  he  lived  in  the  reign  of  George  ILL  and  not 
in  that  of  James  I.' — '  Wherefore  ?'—  replied  the  unsuspecting  artist — *  Because 
(resumed  Mr.  Nicol)  you  would  infallibly  have  been  hung— if  yon  had  1'  I  leave 
my  friend  Mr.  Disraeli,  the  popular  champion  of  '  Jemmy,'  to  chastise  Mr. 
Nicol  for  his  naughtiness  '  in  this  matter.'   To  return  to  Magna  Carta.   This 
sumptuous  and  extraordinary  work  consists  of  IS  leaves,  of  what  may  be  called 
broad-royal  folio ;  having  the  text  of  that  famous  charter  (more  precious  than  the 
very  quintessence  of '  much  fine  gold*)  printed  in  gothk  letters,  of  gold,  upon  their 
respective  rectos.  The  limits  of  the  text  itself  are  seven  incites  and  five-eighths  by 
five  and  two-eighths;  and  this  text  is  printed  either  upon  thick  drawing  paper,  or 
vellum,  or  sarin  ;  each  of  the  two  latter  sometimes  varied  by  a  ground  af  purple : 
thus  renewing  the  taste  of  the  earlier  ages  of  blazoning,  and  calling  forth  the  in- 
vectives of  another  St  Jerom  1  But  the  modern  St  Jerom  will  fulminate  in  vain. 
The  work  is  dedicated  to  the  Prince  Regent ;  and  the  arms  of  Ring  John,  ard  those 
of  His  Royal  Highness,  usually  precede,  in  the  illuminated  copies,  the  first  page 
of  the  text.    The  price  of  an  unilluminated  copy,  upon  paper,  is  8i.  8s. ;  of  tbe 
■Ruminated  copies,  the  prices  vary  in  proportion  to  the  costliness  of  their  decora- 
tion«-4Uid  those  upon  vellum,  having  each  page  of  text  surrounded  by  a 
drawing  in  imitation  of  a  scroll,  with  the  arms,  &c  of  the  twenty-five  Barons 
who  signed  the  Great  Charter,  proportionally  divided,  so  as  to  form  two  or  more 
coat-armours  at  the  top  of  each  page— these  copies,  I  say,  are  beautiful* 
splendid,  and  characteristic,  beyond  any  similar  work  (I  had  almost  said  ancient 
as  well  as  modern)  which  it  has  ever  been  my  good  fortune  to  behold  1  The 
jjlunuoation,  in  this  manner,  of  the  last  page  or  leaf— which  has  the  mitre  and 
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for  surely  never  before  was  there  Been  such  wonderful 
instances  of  restoration  and  perfection !  At  the  wave  of  his 
wand,  Caxton  seems  to  put  on  perpetual  youth : — nor  is 

cruder,  etc  (in  honour  of  Archbishop  Langton)  at  top,  and  the  grew  seal  of  Xing 
John  at  bottom — Li  angularly  happy  and  striking !  Indeed,  taking  it '  all  in  all.* 
due  who  asTe  not  seen  inch  a  union  of  typographical  and  graphic*!  skill,  ai 
these  illuminated  copies  display,  can  ban  no  idea  of  the  eitraonlinary  felicity  of 


Our  own  Kiug'a  Library,  and  that  of  the  King  of  Bavaria,  each  contain:  a  copy 
of  the  foregoing  description :  the  latter  superbly  bonud  (also  by  Kir.  Whittaker) 
ill  purple  morocco,  with  velluai  fly-leaves,  on  which  gothic  ornaments  are  drawn. 
The  vellum  copies  in  tbr  libraries  of  the  Prince  Regent,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire) 
and  Emrl  Spencer,  have  purple  grounds,  and  are  illuminated  in  the  manner  above 
described;  but  that  of  his  Royal  Higtmest  contains  a  spleud  id  dedication,  engraved 
in  brass,  and  is  ornamented  with  the  nineteen  English  and  Foreign  Orders,  and 
with  the  arm*  and  pedigree  of  the  Prince.  Those  who  bare  seen  this  emblaaoaod 
MaOstkm,  executed  by  Mr,  Willement,  describe  it  to  me  u  a  piece  of  art  infinitely 
beyond  all  competition  I  The.  buiduig  of  it,  by  Mr.  Whittaker  himself,  it  not  leu 
magnificent:  the  coven  being  almost  a  complete  mail  of  goldornainent,  appro* 
priate  to  the  times  of  King  John.  It  it  alio  fined  with  crimson  silk,  richl 
adorned  with  gold.  The  copies  of  the  Duke  and  Earl  Spencer  contain  alto  the 
cout-unnoun  of  their  respective  owners.  To  enumerate  the  various  other  copies, 
of  probably  nearly  equal  splendour,  in  the  Collections  of  Noblemen  and  Gentle- 
men, would  be  perfectly  unnecessary.  But  I  cannot  dote  these  remarks  without 
diaJnu-ging  a  debt,  equally  of  honour  and  of  gratitude,  due  to  the  mgeninu  artia 
whose  labours  have  been  the  subject  of  this  protracted  note.  Ho  has  been 
pleased 

(.,...  band  equidem  tali  me  dignor  honor*) 

not  only  to  present  me  with  a  vellum  copy  of  bis  Magna  Carta,  illuminated  in 
the  manner  of  that  described  as  being  in  the  Royal  Collection,  but  to  furnish  me, 
also  gratuitously,  with  the  beautiful  specimen  of  Pbintiwo  in  Gold  which  the 
reader  is  now  about  to  behold.  Let,  therefore,  both  that  reader  and  myself 
take  off  our  lists,  in  a  manner  the  moat  courteous,  tu  the  donor  of  locb  a  •  rich 
and  rare'  typographical  gem.  Here  it  b— glittering  like  the  sun— wbrsn  he 
'  Bubict  in  the  forehead  of  the  morning  aky.'  


;  N  the  beginning 
God  created  the 
heaven  and  the  earth. 
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Caxton  alone  the  object  of  his  necromantic  toil  Fust  ami 
Schoiffhcr  have  been  lately  indebted  to  his  enterprise  and 
ingenuity  for  the  restoration  of  aome  severed  limb;  and  our 
Wynkyn  De  Warde  has  also  the  good  fortune  to  partake  of 
Mr.  Whittakers  resuscitating  powers.  And  then,  in  original 
matters,  if  you  could  but  see  his  Magna  Carta,  printed 
in  Lsttkbs  of  Gold  ! ! — and  with  illuminations  too ! 

Belinda.  Oh  delightful  accomplishment!  Let  lis  hope 
for  the  felicity  of  a  sight  of  these  wonders,  shortly. 

Ltsandes.  I  can  promise  you  a  treat,  when  you  do 
behold  these  *  wonders,1  greatly  beyond  what  you  can  ven- 
ture to  anticipate.  And  now,  good  Lisardo,  one  word 
more — and  I  have  done.  Remember  Ballantyns*— » 
although  he  live  to  the  north  of  the  Tweed ! 

*  remember  BaUantyne.]  I  consider  Mr.  Ballantyne  as  the  Jbnson  of  the 
North.  Report  says  that  the  earliest  essay  of  his  press  was  the  first  edition  of 
Mr.  Walter  Scott's  Minstrelsy  of  the  Scottish  Border,  printed  at  Kelso,  in  1804, 
8vo.  t  vols.  If  it  be  so,  the  deed  is  quite  a  boastful  achievement ;  for  two  move 
interesting  volumes,  in  every  respect,  scarcely  erer  made  their  appearance  before 
the  public.  The  notes  to  this  work,  and  especially  to  the  enlarged  edition  of  it, 
(in  three  octavo  volumes)  hold  out  models  of  re-editing  old  popular  poetry :  and 
I  am  almost  barbarian  enough  to  think  that  Mr.  Scott's  prose  (what  shall  we  say 
to  W overly,  Guy  Mannering,  and  The  Antiquary  —  must  they  be  considered 
apocryphal?)  will  last  as  long  as  his  verse.  But  for  Mr.  Bellantyne's  press. 
The  new  edition  of  the  Tracts  collected  by  Lord  Sitmers  (of  which  13  volumes  in 
quarto  are  already  published)  is  perhaps  the  most  gigantic  effort  of  it ;  while,  for 
beauty,  elegance,  and  effect,  the  large  paper  quartos  of  Mr.  Scott's  popular 
poems  (being,  gentle  reader,  the  first  editions  of  them)  are  entitled  to  the 
wannest  approbation.  Yet  shall  I  venture  upon  mentioning  my  favourite  volume, 
taking  their  graphic  embellishments  also  into  consideration  ?  They  are  the  Madae 
of  Mr.  South ey  and  the  Partenopex  de  Bleu  of  Mr.  William  Stuart  Rosa* 
each  in  quarto.  The  engravings  are  equally  brilliant  and  appropriate,  and  har- 
monise so  well  (whether  as  vignettes,  or  whole  pieces)  with  the  general  appear- 
ance of  the  text,  and  the  particular  interest  excited  by  the  respective  tales,  that 
I  do  not  see  how  any  lover  of  <  romaunt  lore'  can  reconcile  it  to  himself  not  to 
bind  these  volumes  in  morocco  of  the  most  joyous  colour  1 

Let  the  efforts,  however,  of  Mr.  Duncan  of  Glasgow  not  be  lost  sight  of ;  as  I 
am  not  sure  whether  his  seal  for  classical  literature  be  not  equal  to  that  of  any 
printer,  even  south  of  the  Tweed,  before  him.   The  reprint  of  Wakefield's  Lucre- 
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Lisaado.  The  suggestion  is  well  made.  In  BaDantyne!g 
press  the  art  of  printing,  in  Scotland,  which  seems  to  have 
slumbered  once  the  golden  days  of  the  Foulises,  is  com- 
pletely restored. . .  JBut  see,  the  sun  has  greatly  passed  his 
highest  altitude — and  methinks  I  hear  the  neighing  of  the 
steeds  at  the  outer  gate !  The  ladies  begin  to  be  anxious  •  to 
visit  the  ancient  abode  of  their  jex,  the  once  famous 
Juliana  Bebners.  Away !  Away ! 


The  circle  broke  up  spontaneously:  but  Lisardo  was 
resolved  not  to  join  his  auditors,  till  he  had  carefully  put 
away  the  ornaments  which  had  been  submitted  to  their 
notice.  At  length,  the  arrangement  was  satisfactorily  com- 
pleted. A  barouche  conveyed  the  ladies  with  Lysander 
and  Lorenzo.  A  '  coal-black  steed'  carried  the  impetuous 
lisardo;  while  Philemon,  with  a  more  measured  pace,  and 
upon  a  chestnut-tinted  horse,  (not  wholly  unlike,  in  colour, 
some  of  the  more  delicate  specimens  of  pale  russia,  from  the 
repositories  of  Messrs.  Lewis,  Hering,  and  Smith)  rode 
sometimes  by  the  side  of  the  barouche,  and  sometimes 
pushed  forward  with  Lisardo.  The  day  was  yet  in  glorious 
attire.  The  dust  however  was  not  ungently  moved ;  and  in 
less  than  an  hour  Lisardo  and  Philemon  first  reached  the 
abbey  walls.  The  company  arrived  in  due  order :  nor  did 
they  quit  so  congenial  a  spot  till  the  rapid  declension  of  the 
sun  made  them  think  of  their  distance  from  home,  and  of 

rstu,  containing  the  collation  of  the  editio  princepa  of  the  poet  (in  Lord  Spencert 
library,)  was  a  most  spirited  and  successful  effort.  Whatever  Mr.  Duncan  does, 
has  been  hitherto  marked  with  neatness  and  accuracy ;  and  the  new  Scapula,  just 
now  scarcely  dry  from  the  press,  js  another  brilliant  testimony  of  his  diligence 
and  good  taste.  Let  us  not  despair.  The  age  of  Foulis  is  rapidly  about  to 
reTiTe— '  redeont  Satnrnia  regua.' 
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preparation  for  dinner.  They  returned  in  proper  time ;  and 
while  the  bodily  appetite  had  been  sharpened  by  so  bracing 
and  lengthened  an  excursion,  the  mind,  from  the  reflections 
furnished  by  the  discourse  of  Lisardo,  and  from  the  venerable 
air  of  the  interior  of  the  abbey,  kept  pace  in  furnishing 
an  intellectual  banquet  Nothing  seemed  wanting  to  a 
perfectly  social  and  congenial  entertainment;  and  it  was 

9  the  Spirit  efJutima.']  I  here  make  a  candid  confession  of  having  borrowed 
the  above  idea  from  a  sly  peep  at  a  privately-printed  poem,  entitled '  Biblio- 
obapbt' — the  composition  of  a  very  dear  and  intimate  old  friend.  The  part 
more  particularly  connected  with  the  subject  treated  of  in  the  text,  is  that 
which  relates  to  the  '  Ghost  ef  Caxton,  walking  by  moonlight  in 
Abbey.1    It  commences  (at  the  S14th  verse)  and  concludes  thus : 

•  Twas  on  a  night, 
A  cloudless  night ;  when,  silently,  the  moon, 
Full-orb'd    across  the  monuments  that  tell 
Of  heroes  slumbering  in  their  native  dust«— 
Her  soft  and  silver  light,  and  shadows  deep* 
Proportionate,  had  cast  in  cloistered  aisles 
Of  TTeftmtnjter— (bat,  pale,  and  bent  from  age, 
(So  dreamt  Palermo)  stood  the  ghostly  form 
Of  Carton ;  his  emaciated  hands 
Were  gently  exercised— one  holding  fast 
His  shroud  sepulchral,  as  it  tfail'd  behind— 
The  other,  with  fore-finger  pointed,  raisM 
To  meet  Palermo's  level  eye.    When  thus 
His  feeble  voice  brake  forth :  *  O  gentle  youth, 
'  Whoe'er  thou  art,  that  feel'st  the  increasing  Same 
'  Which  on  the  days  of  yore  throws  light  and  life 
'  By  search  of  printsd  annals  ;  know  from  me, 
*  The  Father  op  the  British  Prsss,  who  erst 
'  Within  this  venerable  abbey  dwelt, 
'  Thy  labour  is  not  lost.    Of  late,  my  name 
'  Hath  sounded  with  huge  praise ;  and  more,  I  wean, 

■  Than  my  skill  merits ;  and  renowned  Lords 
<  Have  strove,  adventurous,  for  great  sums,  to  gain 
'  What  auncyentlyejbr  tkylinga  I  did  prynte. 

■  Oh  marvellous  and  strange !  but  welcome  news 
4 1  own :  and  such  as  soothes  my  parted  spirit : 
'  Yet— but  no  more— the  crisped  breeaes  blow 
'  Of  morning;  and  bold  chanticleer  his  note 
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unusually  late  ere  the  company  broke  up  for  their  respective 
dormitories.  The  moon  was  two  nights  beyond  her  full; 
but  her  yet  broad  and  beaming  visage  shed  a  sort  of  visionary 
light  along  the  conidore:  so  that  Almansa,  in  retiring  to 
rest,  bad  nearly  persuaded  herself  that  the  Spirit  of' Juliana* 
bad  glided  gently  by  the  side  of  her,  almost  brushing  her 
with  the  edge  of  a  garment — blanched  in  the  fountains  of 
Paradise !  She  startled ;  but  the  voice  of  Lisardo,  from 
below,  speedily  convinced  her  that  she  lived  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  and  not  in 
that  of  one  thousand  Jour  hundred  and  eighty  six! 

'  Alitadj  hath  essayed :  Farewell.    Purtue 
'  Thy  coarse  begun.'    So  spake  the  ancient  form 
Of  what  was  once  endued  with  tile  and  mil 
Of  Canon.' 
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Of  Book-Binding,  cmcient  and  modern:  with  divert 
singular  anecdotes  and  sundry  curious  graphic  embeUuh- 
tnents  connected  therewith. 


Ctgljtj)  3Bap. 


H  O  not  imagine  (began  Lisardo 
|  the  next  morning,  on  resuming 
i  his  '  throne  of  state ")  that  I  am 
about  to  entertain  you  with  any- 
I  thing  very  novel  or  very  won- 
[  derf'ul  respecting  the  Art  of  Book- 
I  Binding: — to  which  it  was  ro- 
ll solved  that  this  Eighth  Day  of 
our  Bibliographical  Decameron  should  be  devoted.  On  the 
contrary,  I  can  do  little  more  than  submit  a  few  scattered 
notices  which  have  been  collected  almost  by  chance;  and 
must  trust  chiefly  to  Schwarz  some  few  particulars  connected 
with  the  more  ancient  branch  of  the  'art,  craft,  and  mystery1 
now  about  to  be  developed. 

How  am  I  to  invoke — not  the  Muse, — but  the  friendly 
Genii  presiding  over  the  bibliopegi&tical  department  t !  It 
is  quite  evident,  my  worthy  friends,  that  the  Ancients  were 
utter  strangers  to  the  Art  as  it  was  practised  by  a  numerous 
and  nameless  host  of  Heroes  of  Bands  and  Blind-Tooling, 
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on  the  discovery  of  the  Art  of  Printing ;  and  who,  as 
that  art  became  general,  sprung  into  notice,  celebrity,  and 
wealth.  But  we  must  be  orderly  in  our  historical  resear- 
ches ;  and  not  leap  at  once  upon  a  period  when  both  the 
Arts  of  Binding  and  of  Printing  may  be  said  to  have 
attained  their  infancy  and  maturity  nearly  at  the  same 
moment.  The  Spirits  of  all  that  were  great  and  glorious  in 
former  times — ye  nameless  heroes  of  the  needle,  the  shears, 
and  the  stamping-iron,  befriend  me  as  I  seek  to  relate  the 
progress  and  the  triumph  of  your  glorious  Craft — 

Things  unattempted  yet  in  prose  or  rhyme ! 

Lorenzo.  The  invocation  savours  well ;  and  I  make  no 
doubt  of  c  the  gathering  together*1  of  the  Spirits  of  those 
nameless  heroes  whose  deeds  you  are  about  to  record.  But 
I  interrupt. 

Lisabdo.  Well  then ;  we  have  first  of  all  an  unequivocal 
attestation  of  the  importance  attached  to  the  Art  and  Craft 
of  Book-Binding  by  the  Ancients :  since  we  learn  from 
Trotzius  (mark  the  euphony  of  the  name  of  that  gentle 
Scribe  i)  that  they  positively  erected  a  Statue  to  the  Memory 
of  that  Man  who  bound  books  by  means  of  Glue*  However, 

*  a  ttatue  to  the  memory  of  that  man  who  bound  books  by  meant  of  Glue.]  '  On 
a  des  preuves  oonvaincantes  que  longtems  want  b  naissance  de  notre  9agnciir 
les  Grecs  et  les  Remains  relioient  Ieurs  Kvres  avec  de  la  cole.  La  ville  d'Athene 
erioea  unr  status  a  1'auteur  de  certe*  invention.*  Nouv.  Trait*  de  Dipbm. 
vol.  Hi.  p.  60,  note — '  Trots  in  prim,  scrib.  orig.  p.  608/  being  quoted  as  the 
authority.  But  Schwarz  is  '  most  learned'  npon  the  gsta  theme;  quoting 
Locian,  and  proving  from  Olyropiodorus,  as  referred  to  by  Photius,  that  a  cer- 
tain Athenian,  of  the  name  of  Phillatius,  was  the  inventor  of  making  books 
by  means  of  glue.  Ditp.  II.  De  Ornamentu  tibrorum  Vetenm,  p.  47.  Have 
the  workshops  of  Messrs.  Staggemier,  Kalthoeber,  Hering,  Walther,  Lewis, 
Clarke,  &c.  &c  busts  of  this  said  Phillatius  ?  Or,  may  we  not '  more  the  previous 
question'— do  busts  of  the  said  Phillatius  exist?- — for  to  him  mast  the  homage 
be  paid  of  being  considered  as  the  Fatmbb  or  BooK-Bmniwa  1  When  once  the 
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it  must  first  of  all  be  understood  that  the  Ancients  originally 
wrote  upon  scrolls  placed  upon  their  knees:  they  then 
found  out  something  like  a  desk :  as  you  have  abundance  of 
instances  in  fac-similes  from  old  MSS.  and  early-printed 
Books.*    It  followed,  that  as  they  wrote  upon  scrolls,  they 


leaves  were  pat  safely  together,  the  subsequent  stages  of  covering,  and  orna- 
menting, Sec,  seem  to  have  been  matters  tf  course.  The  canoe  was  made :  it 
floated  of  its  own  accord.  However,  Leo  Allatius  (and  Leo  Allatius  '  is  an 
honourable  man/ see  vol.  i.  p.  xxxii)  says  that  the  skins  with  which  the  ancients 
used  sometimes  to  make  their  books  were  put  together  by  means  of  a  thread  or 
string  only,  and  not  with  glue.'  Nor  must  we  forget  the '  lore  rubra'  of  Catullus* 
in  his  splendid  description  of  ancient  bibliomaniacal  luxury :  which  words  (from 
the  note  of  Vulpius,  edit.  CatulU,  1737,  p.  77)  should  seem  to  mean  thongs  of 
red  leather,  to  tie  up  the  rolls  in  a  cylindrical  form  — '  majoris  elegantisfi  causa.' 
Hence  the  redrtape  of  the  Lawyer !  And  Mabillon  (De  Re  Diplom.  p.  32)  men- 
tions two  vellum-skin  bulls  of  Pope  John  XIIL  which  were  fastened  together  in 
the  middle '  membrane©  vinculo ;'  but  these  are  somewhat  solitary  positions,  and 
must  not  be  considered  as  detracting  from  the  reputation  of  the  mighty  Fhilla- 
tius.  In  Cicero's  time  (from  his  xvth  letter  in  the  xvth  book  of  his  Epistles 
to  Atticus)  we  have  unequivocal  attestation  of  the  use  of  glut.  The  orator 
tells  his  friend  to  send  him '  some  two  of  his  Librarians,  who,  amongst  other 
things,  might  conglutinate  his  books,'  &c. 

*  abundance  of  exemplifications  m  foe- similes  from  old  MSS.  and  early-printed 
Book*.]  First,  for  the  old  MSS.  Schwars,  p.  70,  refers  us  properly  enough  to 
the  -fac-similes  from  the  celebrated  Dioscorides  a*  published  by  Lambedus  j 
and  of  which  it  will  be  seen,  in  vol.  i.  p.  xlv,  that  this  work  hath  been  discoursed 
of  somewhat  pleasantly— as  is  presumed.  This  magnificently  ornamented  MS.  is 
now  full  thirteen  hundred  years  old :  and  the  author  is  represented,  as  above 
alluded  to  by  Liaardo,  writing  upon  a  scroll  on  his  knees.  The  Greeks  had  a 
comely  proverb  connected  herewith — 0f»y  tv  yowom  xtlron — meaning, 
that  the  issue  of  events  did  not  depend  upon  ourselves,  but  upon  the  deity— 
'  non  esse  nostras  facultatis  et  arbitrii,  preestare  rei  exitum;  sed  hunc  ab  eo 
dependere,  quod  p%ovidentia  diuuut  tibro,  in  Dei  quasi  genibus  sito,  inscriptum  sit/ 
See  Schwarz,  p.  71,  &c.  who  is  copiously  instructive  hereupon  ;  and  who  dis- 
porteth  himself  with  a  verse  from  old  Homer,  as  applicable  to  this  usage  of  genu- 

fcripticn :  ^ 

*AXX'  fftot  ftiv  raura  $twv  b  yovvourt  xelrctt 


which  occurs  twice  in  the  first  book,  and  once  in  the  x  vith  book,  of  the  Odyssey : 
and  once  in  the  17th  and  20th  books  of  the  Iliad.  It  follows  therefore,  beyond  all 
doubt,  that  knees  were  (if  I  may  so  speak)  the  earliest  writing  tables  or  writing 
desks!    How  soon  the  piece  of  furniture,  composed  of  wood,  or  of  any  other 


428  EIGHTH  DAY. 

would  put  away  their  writings  by  folding  them  up ;  and  the 
earliest  libraries,  even  including  those  of  Cicero,  Varro,  and 
Atticus,  displayed  to  the  eye  of  the  virtuoso — not  a  varied, 
yet  harmonised  mass  of  colour— but  a  series  of  rolled  vellum 
or  papyri ;  and  Schwarz,  if  my  memory  do  not  fail  me,  has 
given  us  a  comical  but  miserable  representation  of  one  of 
the  ancient  Librarioli  (or  Library-keepers)  in  the  act  of 
taking  down  a  roll.* 

The  dawn  of  Book-binding  is  more  especially  visible  in  the 
Pumex,  the  Cedrium,  and  Umbilicus  of  the  Ancients.  For 
the  benefit  of  the  unlearned  of  this  circle  (with  all  due 
submission  be  it  spoken)  let  me  explain  these  words.  The 
first  means  what  we  should  now  call  a  Pumice-stone  ;*  with 

substantial  material,  called  a  writing  desk,  was  in  use,  I  dare  not  take  upon 
me  to  determine ;  but  I  may  be  allowed  quietly  to  ask  if  it  can  be  satisfactorily 
proved  to  exist  before  the  vnth  century? 

•  one  of  the  ancient  Librarioli— in  the  act  <f  taking  down  a  roll.]  This •  miserable 
representation'  occurs  in  the  nd  plate  attached  to  his  md  «  Disquisition  upon 
the  Ornaments  of  Ancient  Books/  But  Isaac  Vossius,  in  his  edition  of  Catullus, 
1691, 4to.  p.  54,  has  given  two  yet  more  miserable  representations  of  these  book 
rolls,  from  small  wooden  blocks.  Beneath  Schwarz's  plate  sits  the  figure  of 
Dioscorides  (on  a  reduced  scale  from  Lambecius)  in  the  act  of  writing  upon  his 
knees.  Note :  the  learned  Mabillon  seems  quite  positive  respecting  the  priority 
of  Vellum  to  the  Papynu :  De  Re  Diplom.  p.  30. 

t  what  we  should  now  call  a  Pumice-stone.]  Schwan,  as  usual,  (and  as  the  work 
of  Schwarz  is  very  rare  in  this  country,  I  may  be  the  more  justified  in  such 
frequent  reference  to  it)  is  delightfully  copious  upon  this  ancient  method  of— 
shall  I  say  hot-pbessing  ?  or  rather,  book-polishing — which  latter,  however, 
hi  its  result,  is  the  same  as  the  former.  «  Before  books  were  cut  and  trimmed 
(says  Schwarz,  p.  81)  they  were  polished  by  the  pumice-stone.  The  pumex  was 
a  porous  stone  ('  lapis  cauernosus*)  with  which  the  ancients  rubbed  or  polished 
their  bodies ;  thus  Ovid,  in  his  Art  of  Love,  lib.  i. 

Ne  tua  mordaci  pumice  crura  teres. 

Pliny  says  the  same  thing  in  the  31st  cap.  of  his  36th  book  of  Natural  History ; 

and,  on  the  authority  of  Catullus,  applies  it  to  the  use  of  polishing  books. 

Catullus  is  a  first-rate  evidence.  In  his  Epigram  to  Cornelnu  Ncpet,  he  cbaunteth 

thus: 

Quoi  dono  lepidum  uouum  libellum 

Arida  modo  pumice  expolitum? 
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which  the  Scribes  used  to  rub  the  surface  of  the  material 
upon  which  they  wrote,  in  order  to  produce  a  polish :  and 
what  is  this,  I  ask,  but  your  modern  hot-pressingt—* 
process,  used  by  Book-binders  as  well  as  Printers.  The 
Cedrium  was  a  species  of  M  to  preserve  the  vellum  &c.  from 
premature  decay :  and  this  was  thought  to  have  the  same 
effect  upon  moths,  spiders,  or  other  insidious  and  invisible 

In   that   to  Vanu,  be   seems   to  lay  open   the   whole   arcana  of  ancient 

BlBLIOM ANIACI8M  : 

charts  regis,  novi  libri, 
Novi  umbilici,  lora  rubra,  membrana 
Directa  plumbo,  et  pumice  omnia  ssquata. 

Now  Isaac  Vossius,  to  whom  Vulpius  (Edit  CatullL  1737,  p.  77)  refers  us  for  a 
complete  analysis  of  the  '  art,  craft,  and  mystery'  of  ancient  book-binding,  doth 
not,  in  bis  annotation  upon  this  latter  line,  (p.  54)  touch  upon  the  '  pumice 
omnia  wquata.'  No  matter ;  we  will  go  on  with  a  few  more  illustrations  from 
ancient  classical  authorities.  Horace,  according  to  Schwarz,  betrays  his  pen- 
chant towards  a  glossy  membranaceous  surface.  In  bis  xxth  Epistle  he  thus 
addresses  bis  own  book : 

Vertumnum  Ianumque,  liber,  spectare  videris ; 
Scilicet  vt  prostes  Sosiorum.  pumice  mundns. 

To  which  add  the  pithy  distich  of  Martial : 

Nondum  murice  cultas,  asperoque 
Menu  pumicis  aridi  expolitas. 

But  (continues  Schwan)  they  were  especially  *  fond  of  polishing  the  edges'  with 
this  pumice-stone :  for  thus  sings  Ovid : 

Nee  fragili  gemine  poliantur  pum'tce  front es 
Hirsutus  sparsis  vt  videare  comis. 

Again ;  Martial,  in  the  67th  Epigram  of  his  first  book : 
Mutare  Dominum  non  potest  liber  notus  \ 
Sed  pumicataynmte  si  quis  est  nondum. 

Nor  (continues  our  bibhomaniacal  Schwan)  were  they  satisfied  only  with  polishing 
the  surfaces  and  edges,  but  even  the  very  vellum  covers  in  which  they  were 
rolled  up— '  vt  scilicet  manibus  tractantibus  essent  benigniores.'  He  then  refers 
us  to  Bartbolmus  and  to  Casaubon's  most  erudite  commentary  upon  Persras— 
which  thus  observes—'  pumicem  ad  manum  habebant  semper,  qui  membrana 
ant  charta  utebantur ;  sed  is  pumex  prsBdpue  ad  exacuendos  calamos  erat  ilhs 
usui.'  And  thus  much  for  evidence  of  what  may  fairly  be  called  the  prototype 
of  our  modern  art  of  hot-pbxssino. 
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makers  of  inroads  upon  bpoks  or  scrolls,  as  our 
leather  is  supposed  now  to  produce.  At  any  rate,  it  was 
something  better  than  the  muriatic-acid  introduced  by  the 
modern  race  of  bookbinders  *  to  whiten  and  purify  the 
surface  of  the  leaves.  Oh  most  foul  and  treacherous  appli- 
cation of  chemical  knowledge!  A  few  short  years  glide 
away — when  we  open  our  supposed  spotless  treasures,  and 
find  them  brittle,  rotten,  and  shrinking  even  at  the  light  of 
day !  Let  this  bibliopegistical  poison  be  henceforth  dis- 
carded from  the  store-house  of  every  book-binder ;  and  let 
the  forfeiture  of  fifteen  skins  of  genuine  morocco  leather  be 
the  punishment  inflicted  upon  the  discovery  of  the  applica- 
tion of  such  a  lawless  ingredient !  We  have  the  third  cha- 
racteristic, or  prototype,  of  modern  book-binding  to  notice — 
namely,  the  Umbilicus  * — or  the  Boss:  either  in  the  centre, 

•  something  better  than  the  muriatic-acid  introduced  by  the  modern  race  of  book- 
binders.']  This  comparison  is  hardly  fair ;  as  the  muriatic-acid  is  applied  to  the 
getting  out  of  stains,  &c.  We  shall,  in  due  time  and  place,  discourse  somewhat 
pungently  upon  the  application  of  this  sure  poison  in  the  rebinding  of  old  books. 
Meauwhile,  in  regard  to  the  cedrhtm  which  was  an  oil  extractedfiom  the  cedar- 
tree — Schwara  is  minute  and  satisfactory  respecting  its  ancient  use  in  the 
preservation  of  volumes.  Salmuth  is  decisive  in  commendation  of  its  power  of 
preservation ;  while  Vitruvius  declares  that '  books  rubbed  with  the  cedar  oil  may 
bid  defiance  to  the  moth  and  decay.'   Ditp.  L  De  Ornament.  Lifrror.  Vet.  p,  39- 

t  the  Umbilicus  or  Boss.]  Perottus,  in  his  Cornucopia,  as  illustrative  of  the 
67th  epigram  of  Martial's  first  book,  thus  observes :  «  Umbo  media  pars  ciypei; 
ab  hoc  Umbilicus  dicitur,  quicquid  in  aliqua  re  est  medium.  Ligamentum 
intestinorum,  quod  mediam  fere  planiciem  ventris  obtinet,  umhUicum  appeUamus. 
Item  hinc  umbilici  omaraenta,  quibus  libri  ornantur,  et  gemma)  ligantor.' 
According  to  Forphyrio,  this  part  of  book  decoration  (which  may  be  caned  the 
embryo  of  book-binding),  consisted  of  bone,  or  wood,  or  even  gold.  It  was 
in  met  a  cylindrical  material,  upon  which  the  sheets  of  vellum  &c  were  rolled 
up :  and  sometimes  the  sheet  had  one  of  these  rollers  at  each  end.  These 
umbilici  were  also  highly  ornamented.  Bead  the  numerous  apposite  quotation* 
from  the  Latin  poets  in  Schwara,  p.  7S-S ;  and  see  fig.  m.  of  his  plate— attached 
to  his  second  Disquisition  or  Disputation.  We  have  seen  that  Catullus  especially 
notices  the '  Novi  Umbilici.'  But  let  the  lover  of  curious  and  recondite  bibfio- 
lore  disport  himself  with  Pancirollus's  account  of  the  various  methods  «/ 
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or  at  the  extremities  of  the  vellum  upon  which  the  writing 
was  to  be  rotted :  and  upon  this  centre  or  extremity  much 
cunning  and  curious  art  was  oftentimes  lavished  of  old. 
Thus  you  see,  upwards  of  two  thousand  years  ago,  the 
embryo  seeds  of  modern  Book-Bindings  may  be  said  to 
have  been  sown — but  you  will  be  pleased  to  understand  that 
everything,  just  advanced,  has  reference  exclusively  to  sheets 
or  rotts — whether  of  the  papyrus,  vellum,  or  cotton. 

The  next  advance  to  binding,  in  the  shape  of  a  modern 
book,  was  the  Gatherings  into  Jours  or  twos  :*  the  former 

writing  among  the  ancients,  in  his  Rer.  Mcmorab.  she  Deperdit.  as  referred  to 
by  Raderus— and  with  Vossius's  description  of  their  method  of  Book-Binding; 
in  his  edit.  Catulli.  1691, 4to.  p.  51,  as  referred  to  by  Vulpius.  Upon  the '  Novi 
Umbilici'  of  Catullus,  Vulpius  observes  that '  the  Greeks  as  well  as  the  Romans 
ornamented  their  books  with  this  cylindrical  roller,  as  is  manifest  from  an 
epigram  upon  the  philosopher  Heraditus,  quoted  by  Hesychius : 

Mi)  rcvxys  'HpaxXstra  for'  ojxpaAov  slXie  /3//3Aov. 
Ne  properans  volve  librum  Heracliti  usque  ad  umbilicum. 

Edit.  CatuUi.  1737,  p.  77. 

*  the  Gatherings  into  fours  or  toot.]  Isaac  Vossius  is  our  first  bibliographical 
oracle  of  consultation  upon  the  important  point  of '  gathering  :'  '  libet  modum 
compingendornm  apod  veteres  librorum,  a  nemine  quod  sciam  satis  hactenns 
traditam,  breviter  hoc  loco  exponere.  Primo  itaque  hoc  monendum  apud  veteres 
tani  Greece  quam  Romanos,  non  tantum  tempore  Catulli,  sed  etiam  diu  postea, 
ntrosomnino  fuisse  libros  quadrates,  quales  proximis  seculis  maxime  in  usu  mere. 
Tota  supeUectilis^ibraria  et  integra  veterum  bibliothecfee  solis  ut  plurimum  com- 
ponebantur  vohiminibus  convolutis,  in  formam  columellas  sen  cylindri,  quemad- 
roodum  illos  vocat  Diogenes,  cum  Epicurum  ccc  cylindros  conscripsisse  dicit' 
He  then  goes  on  to  tell  us  that  *  King  Attalus,  in  his  apprehension,  was  the  first 
who  ordered  books  to  be  squared — in  whose  time  a  more  ready  process  was  dis- 
covered of  cleaning  skins  on  both  sides,  whereas  before  they  were  only  written 
upon  on  one  side*.  .  .  *  However  (continues  he)  although  the  custom  of  squaring 
vellums  commenced  with  Attalus,  the  previous  method  of  a  long  roll  continued 
till  the  days  of  Catullus  and  Cicero,  and  some  time  afterwards.'  Edit.  CatuUi, 
1691, 4to.  p.  51. 

It  may  be  said  the  foregoing  does  not  apply  to  gatherings.  But  I  answer, 
that  the  shaping  of  vellum-skins  into  a  square,  or  parallelogram,  was  the  first  and 
obvious  step  towards  folding  them  into  two  or  more  portions.  (Schwarz  says 
that  whether  the  vellums  were  square  or  oblong,  the  ancient  scribes  used  to  write 
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denoting  a  quarto  shape,  the  latter  &  folio :  it  bring  seldom 
or  ever  that  the  gatherings  extended  to  eights,  for  an  octavo. 
The  material  being  impregnated  by  the  Cedrium,  or  moth- 
destroying  oil,  polished  by  the  Pumice-stone,  and  folded 
into  certain  gatherings — what  was  the  next  natural  step,  as 
it  were,  towards  perfecting  the  Illustrious  Art  of  which 
we  are  now  discoursing  ?  A  Cover  to  these  gatherings :  a 
security  in  the  shape  of  board,  vellum,  velvet,  or  leather: 
a  roofing  in  of  the  mansion  which  had  been  thus  cunningly 
constructed  Now  then  I  bring  you  at  once  into  what 
may  be  called  the  History  of  Book-binding :  and  no  small 
gossip  ensueth  thereupon. 

Lysander.  Will  you  treat  of  the  materials  just  men- 
tioned in  a  sort  of  separate,  or  seriatim  manner,  after  the 

upon  them  on  their  knees ;  see  p.  70,  and  p.  427,  ante :— this  by  the  bye.)  We 
next  avail  ourselves  of  the  apposite  authority  of  Mont&ucon.  *  Libras  Greta  a 
•mulds  retro  seculis  ad  hodiemum  pene  modum  eonfpingebant,  distribute  in 
temiones  vel  quaterniones  folia  assoebant,  pelle  vitulina  sive  alia  pterumque 
densiore  totum  operiebant,  partem  rapenuun  et  infernam,  qua  latior  liber  est, 
tmbella  lignea  corio  agglutinate  moniebant,  quo  firmius  consistereut :'  but  we  are 
travelling  into  the  wliole  mystery  of  book-binding,  forgetting  that  we  are  upon 
'  gatlierings '  of  fawn,  threes,  and  tux**.  A  little  onward,  however,  Montmucon 
comes  to  the  point  again :  *  Qoaterniones  porro  Iibrortun,  TtTpa$  ct  rtrpeliiW 
nuncupant,  quia  videlicet  quatuor  foliis  duplicatis  aliumque  in  alio  insertis  con- 
stant: que  octo  folia  sexdecimque  paginas  efficiunt  Temiones  quoque  non 
numquam  in  Codicibus  Greets  observantur.  In  Chronico  quodam  Bibfiothece 
Regie,  Temiones  et  Quaterniones,  Tp&tra  et  nrpeunret  vocantur:  que 
vocabula  nusquam  alias  me  vidisse  nieminL'  See  the  PaUogr.  Graces,  p.  f 6. 
Let  us  conclude  with  our  old  friend  Schwars.  «  A  paginis  et  tahuKs  dhTerebant 
duerniones,  temiones,  quaterniones,  quinternhnes,  sine  duerni,  terni,  quoUrni,  et 
cetera.  Que  nomina  potissimum  medio  evo  usurpari  coepenmt;  sed  etpost 
inventus  Typographiam  sepius  in  libris,  typorum  subsidk)  exscriptis,  annotate 
leguntur'.  • .  *  in  membranaceis  chartaceisque  codicibus,  propter  finnitatem 
maiorem,  plures  charte  membraneue,  et  aliquando  quidem  bine,  vel  terne,  vel 
quaterne,  aut  amplius,  prius  sibi  inuioem  inserebantur,  ac  sic  consorts,  vbi  opus 
erat  ad  aperiendum,  dissecabantur,  et  demum  consuebantur,  compingebanturque. 
Frequentius  commemorantur  quaterniones.*  Disp.  Ull.  De  Ornamemtis  Libwr. 
Vet.  p.  155. 
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practice  of  the  Judges  in  the  Exchequer  Chamber  upon  a 
reserved  point  of  law  ? 

Lisaedo.  If  you  please:  although  I  am  not  sure  of 
being  quite  chronologically  correct  in  the  relative  antiquity 
assigned  to  them.*  At  any  rate,  as  trees  were  created  before 
cattle,  let  us  give  the  oaken  cover  the  precedence  to  that  of 
the  sheep-skin.  Most  possible  it  is  that,  at  first,  the  wooden 
cover  was  perfectly  smooth  and  unadorned:  but  as  the 
matter  which  it  contained  was  frequently  of  great  moment, 
it  would  follow  that  the  owners  of  these  oak-bound  volumes 
would  transfer  to  the  exterior  a  testimony  of  the  esteem  in 
which  the  interior  was  held :  and  hence  the  origin  of  art 
upon  the  side-covers  of  books. 

At  first,  in  all  probability,  the  ornaments  thus  introduced 

*  the  antiquity  of  one  over  the  other."]  Perhaps  the  more  consistent  and  classified 
method  would  be  to  begin  with  the  Ancient  Diptychs,  as  being  rather  the 
precursors  of  modern  binding ;  but  this  would  cause  us  to  travel  into  too  vast  and 
variegated  a  field  of  investigation.  Montfaucon's  pithy  note,  iu  his  Paleagr.Greca, 
p.  34,  is  sufficiently  satisfactory  as  to  the  ancient  application  of  this  term  of  art. 
The  Diptych  consisted  of  two  coats  or  covers,  generally  formed  of  ivory,  within 
which  the  work  was  placed.    These  covers  were  ornamented  according  to  the 
wealth,  ingenuity,  or  fancy  of  the  owners :  and,  as  applicable  to  ecclesiastical 
purposes,  the  contents  exhibited  the  names  of  the  Bishops,  which  were  carefully 
registered,  or  erased,  in  proportion  to  the  purity  or  immorality  of  their  lives.  The 
British  Museum  contains  numerous  specimens  of  these  diptychs,  and  Mr.  Douce 
possesses  a  beautiful  specimen  of  them.    Gori  has  written  an  express  work  upon 
the  subject.    As  a  prelude  however  to  the  more  immediate  subject  of  Book 
Binding,  as  practised  within  the  last  thousand  or  twelve  hundred  years,  let  us 
listen  to  a  sort  of  proheme  upon  the  subject  by  the  garrulous  David  Casley ;  who, 
occasionally,  is  smart  in  the  midst  of  all  his  ponderous  prosing.   Tims  discourseth 
the  worthy  David.    '  The  very  Covers  of  a  great  many  MSS.  are  curiosities ; 
there  having  been  different  ways  of  binding  books  in  different  ages.    And  some 
have  happened  to  have  been  bound  with  so  good  materials,  as  to  have  lasted  a 
great  while :  which  may  be  proved  by  several  books,  which,  upon  examination, 
appear  to  have  been  but  once  bound/  p.  xv.    He  then  refers  to  a  volume, 
described  at  p.  119  of  his  work,  in  its  original  binding  of  the  date  of  1467 :  of 
which  presently.    But  I  think  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  establish  the  existence 
of  an  original  binding  of  an  earlier  date. 
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belonged  to  books  which  were  the  properly  of  some  rich 
individual  or  of  a  Monastic  Body ;  and  as  very  many  of 
such  books  were  of  a  religious  cast  of  character,  a  represen- 
tation of  the  Virgin,  or  of  the  Infant  Saviour,  or  of  the 
Crucifixion,  would  be  the  earliest  embellishment.  Then, 
again,  as  they  were  lavish  in  their  testimonies  of  admiration 
of  the  contents  of  a  book,  by  causing  the  margins  to  be 
adorned  by  beautiful  paintings,  so  they  would  bestow  some' 
thing  like  a  similar  mark  of  admiration  upon  the  exterior- 
bindings  :  and  thus  precious-stones,  or  other  costly  mate- 
rials, were  applied  to  the  outride  covers.  It  is  needles  to 
mention  particular  specimens  of  this  mode  of  decoration,* 


•  neediest  to  mention  specimens  of  this  mode  of  decoration.]  The  reader  will  be 
pleased  to  consult  the  notes  at  pages  1  and  liv  of  the  first  volume  of  this  work, 
for  some  curious  intimations  of  ancient  binding ;  to  which  add  the  gossipping 
note  upon  the  same  subject  at  page  156  of  the  Bibliomania,  The  binding  of  the 
volume  referred  to  at  page  liv  of  this  work,  consists  of  oaken  boards,  upon  the 
exterior  of  the  first  of  which  is  a  Large  Brass  Crucifix,  formerly  perhaps  covered 
or  washed  with  silver.  The  book  is  a  Latin  Psalter  with  an  interlineary  Saxon 
version,  in  the  ras.  library  at  Stowe ;  and  is  probably  of  the  ixth  century.  The 
crucifix  measures,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  about  7  or  8  inches  in  height. 
The  workmanship  is  clumsy.  Vertue  made  a  drawing  of  it,  which  is  now  in  the 
collection  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries.  Mention  also  is  made,  in  the  place  last 
referred  to,  of  a  MS.  of  the  Latin  Gospels  of  the  xth  or  zith  century ;  to  be 
again  noticed  (on  account  of  its  binding)  in  the  course  of  this  Eighth  Day. 
The  present  is  therefore  the  fittest  place  to  observe,  that  this  MS.  has  also 
oaken  covers,  the  outside  of  one  of  which  is  inlaid  with  pieces  of  carved  ivory : 
which  specimens  of  ivory  sculpture  I  conceive  to  be  of  a  later  period — being  pro- 
bably inlaid  by  the  piety  of  some  subsequent  owner.  They  are  however  very 
curious,  and  deserve  explicit  notice.  The  first  consists  of  our  Saviour,  with  aa 
angel  above  bim :  the  second,  of  the  Virgin  with  Christ  in  her  lap—  the  Virgin 
is  in  half  length  :  tbe  third  is  a  small  whole  length  of  Joseph  with  an  angel  above. 
A  gilt  nimbus  is  round  the  head  of  each,  but  that  which  encircles  the  Virgin  is 
perfect ;  and  the  compartment  in  which  she  appears  (about  5  inches  high)  is 
twice  the  size  of  each  of  the  others.  The  draperies  throughout  are  good.  It  is 
altogether  a  choice  and  precious  specimen  of  ancient  binding ;  and  the  two  in- 
stances here  mentioned  are  illustrative  of  that  portion  of  lisardo's  discourse 
which  relates  to  ancient  specimens  of  exterior  book-decoration. 
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as  they  are  too  well  known  to  stand  in  need  of  minute 
detail. 

The  ornaments  attached  to  volumes  with  this  hardy 
coating  were  sometimes  confined  to  their  interiors.    A 
secret  spring  was  touched,  or  an  intricate  lock  was  opened, 
and  forthwith  flew  open  the  cup-board-like  doors  of  a  recess, 
exhibiting  one  of  the  ornaments  just  mentioned  :•   but, 
generally,  a  crucified  Saviour — a  comfort  for  the  afflicted,  a 
portable  subject  of  adoration  to  the  enthusiastic !  I  will  not 
pretend  to  say  how  many  tears  —whether  of  compunction  or  of 
rapture— have  been  shed  upon  the  old  ornament  of  this  kind 
which  our  friend  Philander  possesses . . .  but  I  will  gently 
check  myself  in  travelling  somewhat  too  rapidly  on  towards 
the  close  of  the  Fifteenth  Century — by  thus  prematurely 
mentioning  these  crucifix-cupboards  in  the  *  Craft  and 
Mystery  of  Book  Binding.'    To  return,  therefore.     Let  it 
be  here  noticed  that  among  the  older  specimens  of  Binding, 
whether  by  means  of  Boards  or  of  Vellum,  there  were 
usually  introduced  two  or  more Jly-leaves  from  a  work  of  a 
still  more  ancient  date.  Montfaucon,  if  I  recollect,  mentions 
several  instances  of  this  cruel  method  of  spoliation  or  di&- 

*  exhibiting  one  of  the  ornaments  Just  mentioned,]  It  is  not  often  that  there  is 
occasion  to  quote  that  slippery  and  fallacious  writer  ycleped  &  Palmer,  alias 
G.  Psabnanaaxar  ;  but  herein  we  may  disport  ourselves  with  six  of  his  lines  as 
applicable  to  the  subject  in  question.    '  I  shall  here  mention  something  (says 
Palmer)  concerning  their  [that  is,  the  ancients]  way  of  book-binding,  an  account 
of  which  we  find  in  Scaliger  (Scaligeriana,  p.  173,  Hag.  edit.)  who  tells  us  that 
bis  grand-mother  had  a  printed  Psalter,  the  cover  of  which  was  two  inches  thick : 
in  the  inside  was  a  land  of  cujhboard,  wherein  was  a  tmall  silver  crucifix,  and 
behind  it  the  name  of  Bbrenica,  Codronia  di  la  Scala.'   General  Hist,  of 
Printing,  p.  96.  The  reader  may  consult  another  anecdote  or  two  about  Scakger*s 
knowledge  of  early  printed  books,  in  vol.  i.  p.  551, 353.    Of  these  ancient  biblio- 
pegistkal  specimens  of  cuyboardspreserved  crucifixes,  I  do  not  remember  to  have 
seen  more  than  one  specimen ;  and  it  is  just  probable,  rather  than  possible,  that 
Lisardo  is  disporting  himself  in  the  gaieties  of  his  own  imagination— when  he 
talks  of'  touching  a  secret  spring ! '  &c. 
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membering  ;*  and  I  would  advise  all  shrewd  and  cautious 
Collectors,  in  their  purchases  of  old  volumes,  bound  in 
oaken  boards,  to  examine  either  the  fly-leaves,  or  thewithin- 
pasted  leaves,  (by  way  of  padding)  in  order  to  make  disco- 
veries of  some  precious  fragment  of  a  long  panted-after 
work:  —  some  Caxton^prmUd  Bcvis  of  Hampton — some 
relic  of  a  Block-printed  Donatus  or  Caiho  Moralisatus — or, 
in  short,  some  hitherto  equally  inconceivable  and  unknown 
work,-f*  sufficiently  exquisite  to  chase  away  the  slumbers  of 

•  this  cruel  method  of  spoliation  or  dismembering ;]  It  might  be  more  correct 
to  state,  that  the  fly-leaves  themselves  were,  in  many  instances,  the  only  method 
of  binding  ancient  MSS.  Montfaucon,  in  his  BibL  CMwkma,  has  numerous 
examples  of  this  method  of  spoliation.  Thus,  in  noticing  a  MS.  of •  Comment*- 
ries  upon  the  Epistles  of  St.  Paul/  of  the  xith  century,  he  adds,  'to  bind  the 
MS.  there  are  two  leaves  of  a  much  more  ancient  date,  (of  the  ixth  century) 
from  the  Works  of  St  Chrysostom.'  Id.  p.  85.  Several  other  instances  may  be 
adduced  from  the  same  work.  But  the  subject  is  more  *  professedly '  discussed 
in  the  following  note. 

t  tome  hitherto  equally  inconceivable  and  unknown  work.]  The  reader  is  proba- 
bly prepared  for  something  mysterious,  or  something  diverting,  or  something 
instructive,  from  the  above  strange  medley  of  names.    Whatever  be  his  bibtio- 
maniacal  expectations,  or '  throbs  of  hope,'  he  may  fairly  be  promised  a  treat 
of  at  least  no  ordinary  occurrence.    First,  however,  let  me  caution  him    as 
earnestly  as  Lisardo  possibly  can — to  look  '  cunningly  and  curiously '  into  the 
coathigs  or  paddings  of  old  bindings ;  and  '  as  cunningly  and  curiously '  to  pay 
especial  attention  to  the  written  or  printed  '  rfcr  leaves'  appertaining  to  the 
same.    These '  fly-leaves '  are  oft-times  of  strange  import!  .  .  containing,  if  not, 
occasionally,  a  good  deal  of  high  treason  [n.  b.  written  in  February,  1817 !] 
against  the  State,  at  least  something  approaching  to  petit-treason  in  the  scale  of 
morals  and  decorum.    However,  as  striking  illustrations  of  the  importance  of 
examining  the  inner  coats  of  ancient  bindings,  let  it  be  known  that  Moos.  Van- 
Praet  discovered  a  fragment  of  an  edition  of  Donatus,  printed  by  Schoufher  in  die 
Mazarine-Bible  type  of  1455  '  in  the  cover  of  an  old  book ;'  see  vol.  L  p.  SSI, 
note  •—  that  Mr.  Douce  found  a  duplicate  of  that  extraordinary  fragment,  or 
rather  AdoertUement  of  Cation,  of  which  a  facsimile  appears  in  the  T^pog.  Antiq. 
vol.  L  p.  cii— (and  of  which  Lord  Spencer,  B.  S.  vol.  iv.  p.  349,' possesses  the 
only  other  known  copy—)  within  the  covers  of  an  old  Sarum  MittaL    It  was 
also  among  the '  luckiest  hits '  of  ray  bibliographical  life  to  discover  a  Catho 
moraluatut  in  the  Speculum-type  within  the  covers  of  a  copy  of  Aretin's  version 
of  Aristotle's  Ethics,  printed  at  Oxford  in  1479— and  bound  nearly  at  the  same 
time  ;  see  the  Bibl.  Spenceriana,  vol.  iv.  pp.  354, 474.    When  I  think  that  the 


EIGHTH  DAY.  437 

the  six  following  nights !  Happy  Guiscabdo  :  for  thou  art 
among  the  number  of  those  Old-Binding  seeking  biblioma- 

stapendous  public  library  at  Munich,  containing  300,000  volumes,  (chiefly  the 
picked  spoils  of  70  dilapidated  monasteries . . .  with  100,000  volumes  of  dupli- 
cates!) possesses,  in  particular,  a  set  of  old  wainscot  cases  of  books  clad  in  their 
original  monastic  VESTMENTS,  it  does  not  seeni  a  very  idle  conjecture  to 
imagine  that  some  fragments  of  even  Sweynbeym  and  Pannarte'  Donatut  (see 
vol  i.  p.  353)  may  be  found  within  the  covertures  aforesuid !  Search,  keenly 
and  unremittingly,  ye  bibliomaniacal  Virtuosi— -who  have  access  to  such  heart- 
refreshing  treasures! 

*  But  in  the  mean  while,'— exclaims  the  impatient  lover  of  old  romances— 
'  what  means  Lisardo  by  a  fragment  of  some  *  Caxton-printed  Bxvis  of  Hamp- 
ton V  I  will  gently  tell  him  what  he  means.  It  was  (if  my  memory  be  not 
treacherous)  somewhere  in  the  autumn  of  1813,  when,  spending  some  pleasaunt 
days  with  my  '  excellent  and  approved  good '  bibUomaniacal  friend  ycleped 
George  Vander  Neunborg,  (let  me  add,  Esquire)  I  received  «  the  glorious  in- 
telligence' from  Earl  Spencer  of  bis  Lordship's  having  acquired,  from  Mr. 
Cochrane,  a  quarto  volume  containing  the  following  Caxtonian  Gems  :  Alain 
Chartier,  Catho  Parous,  and  a  Book  for  Travellers.'  *  But'— again  exclaims  the 
impatient  lover  of  old  Romances—*  what  has  this  to  do  with  a  Carton-printed 
Bevis  of  Hampton?  Again,  I  reply, '  I  will  gently  tell  him'  what  it  has  to  do 
with  it.  Lord  Spencer  wrote  as  follows— after  a  particular  description  of  each  of 
the  three  Cation  Sequences  just  mentioned :  '  I  forgot  to  say  that,  in  this  said 
volume,  there  is  a  very  curious  ms.  note  apparently  of  a  very  old  date.  It 
appears  to  be  a  list  of  books ;  and  if  it  means  a  list  of  Books  printed  by  Carton, 
it  would  be  interesting  indeed  to  a  typographical  antiquary.  It  is  on  the  recto 
of  the  blank  leaf  [mark,  gentle  reader,  we  are  on  the  subject  of  fly-lea  vis !] 
■  preceding  the  Cato,  and  I  have  copied  it  as  well  as  I  can  make  it  out  on  the 
enclosed  piece  of  paper.  You  will  immediately  perceive  bow  much  might  be 
inferred  from  this,  provided  it  be  genuine  and  contemporary ;  of  which  I  cannot 
help  thinking  there  is  every  appearance.'  We  approach  the  catastrophe ;  for 
hereafter  followeth  '  the  list '  itself  from  the  autography  of  the  Noble  Lord.   ' 

p  e  psens       1  Imp[ri]mis  chancer  off" fame  w*  cato  y  englyshe  &ofo. 

t  The  hystoryjaff Arctur  2ofo. 

3  Esopus  in  hysfablys  tofo. 

4  The  *m  sonnys  of  Aymon            .  %ofo, 

5  A  bake  off  fortune  5ofo. 

6  A  boke  of  ye  bestis  moraiyxyd  tofo, 

7  The  statut*  tf  the  v[ar]liament  .     tofo, 

8  Bevys  off  Hampton  tofo 

9  gesty*  romanoru  9ofo. 
On  the  back  of  the  leaf,  but  in  a  later  hand,  we  read : 

'  madam  j  pray  you  when  you  in  this  booke  lake.' 
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niacs,  who,  if  they  chance  not  to  stumble  upon  any  of  the 
forementioned  delectable  fragments,  have  yet  perhaps  the 
felicity  to  pounce  upon  a — worm! — not  of  the  stupendous 
dimensions  of  that  of  Sjrindlestone  Heughsy  but  of  pearl-like 

Now,  mail  well — ye  admirers  of  Chief  Baron  Gilbert's  unrivalled  work  upon 
•  The  Law  of  Evidence.'  The  hand-writing  is,  to  all  appearances,  (I  might  say 
positively)  of  the  tune  of  Caxton :  the  4  and  7  of  the  numerals  are  written  in 
the  ancient  well-known  method  of  expressing  those  numbers :  and  I  have  myself 
not  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  of  the  entry's  having  been  made  towards  the  latter  part 
of  the  fifteenth  century  I  What  therefore  is  the  conclusion?  And  who,  among 
the  sons  of  Britain,  or '  among  the  Sons  of  Men '  ever  printed  *  the  ttu  somes  of 
Aymon,  or  *  Bevys  off  Hampton,*  or  '  gestys  romanoru, '  thus  designated,  and  about 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1480-90,  (for  the  hand-writing  *  smacks ' — <  redokt  '—of 
that  period !)  but  William  Caxton  ?  Again :  on  examining  the  Typographical 
Antiquities  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  ii.  p.  117,  edit.  1810,  &c  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  supposition  of  Caxton's  having  printed  the  '  Four  Sow  of  Aymon*  is 
much  strengthened,  both  by  the  language  of  the  prologue  to  the  version  (as 
given  in  Copland's  edition) '  savouring  strongly '  as  Herbert  has  well  remarked, 
'  of  the  style  and  manner  of  expression  used  by  Caxton, '  and  by  contem- 
poraneous evidence :  for,  says  this  prologue, '  Iohn  Erie  of  Oxforde  my  goode 
synguler  and  especial  lorde .  . .  late  sente  to  me  a  booke  in  Frenche  oonteynyng 
thactes  and  fay tes  of  warre  done  and  made  agaynst  the  great  Emperour  and  kyng 
of  Fraunce  Chaiiemayne  by  the  iiii.  sonnes  of  Aymon  .  . .  whyebe  booke  accor- 
dynge  to  hys  request  I  baue  endeuorde  me  to  accomplyshe  and  to  reduce  it  into 
our  englysbe.'. . .  Did  Wynkyn  De  Worde  ever  disport  himself  in  this  '  sort  of 
phraseology  P'  He  might  have  so  printed,  in  his  supposed  edition  of  1504, 
because  he  was  then  only  the  copyist  of  Caxton :  but  in  his  own  prologues  I 
challenge  the  most  scrutinizing  investigator  to  produce  anything  which  '  savour- 
eth  of  the  like  style  and  manner  of  expression.'  Further :  when  did  this  John, 
Earl  of  Oxford  live?  If  we  consult  CoUuu't  Historical  Collections  of  the 
Noble  Families  of  Cavendish,  Vert,  &c.  1752,  folio,  p.  248,  &c.  we  shall  find  that 
he  could  have  been  no  other  than  the  John  whose  father  was  attainted  and 
beheaded  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  1461 :  he  himself  being 
at  that  time  about  23  years  of  age.  As  a  Lancastrian,  he  was  obnoxious  to 
Edward,  and  travelled  much  abroad  during  the  earlier  years  of  Edward's  reign — 
chiefly  in  the  suite  of  Margaret,  the  wife  of  Heury  VI.  What  therefore  if,  during 
Caxton's  own  residence  abroad,  he  met  with  this  John  Earl  of  Oxford  ?  who,  in 
fact,  (from  the  Typog.  Antiq.  vol.  ii.  p.  117)  should  seem  to  have  prevailed  upon 
him  to  translate,  from  the  French  into  English,  *  the  life  of  one  of  his  prede- 
cessors named  Robert  Earl  of  Oxford  !'  It  is  true  that  John  lived  till  the 
year  1513 :  baying  been  '  full  fifty  years'  Earl  of  Oxford — but  he  was  then 
greatly  advanced  in  age,  and  it  is  not  likely  that,  till  within  9  years  only  of  his 
death,  he  should  have  expressed  a  wish  for  the  version  of  the  •  Four  Sons  of 
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transparency  of  colour,  obliquity  of  movement,  and  of  an 
insatiable  spirit  of  devoration— 

Never  ending,  still  beginning, 
Fighting  still,  and  still  destroying ! 


Aymon.*  Let  me  conclude  thus :  '  Qentleraen  of  the  Jury.  Yon  will  find 
a  verdict  for  Mr.  William  Caxton  as  being  the  first  English  Printer 
of  the  Four  Sons  of  Aymon.*  Equally  rash  and  unsuccessful  therefore  will  be 
that  man  who  shall  venture  to  move  the  Court  for  —  'a  new  trial'  upon  a  sup- 
posed '  misdirection  of  the  Judge.*  Grant  me,  however,  says  my  friend  Mr. 
Heber  (who  revels  in  his  fine  copy  of  Copland's  edition  of  these  '  four  Sons') 
that  Wynkyn  was  at  least  the  original  Printer  of  the '  Four  leaves  of  the  True 
LootV.  (See  the  Typog.  Aritiq.  vol.  ii.  p.  382:)  I  reply, '  that  may  be ;  but  the 
*  four  leaves  of  the  True  Love'  are  not  the  *  four  Sons  of  Aymou '  who «  warre 
did  and  made  agaynst  the  great  Emperour  and  kyng  of  Fraunce  Charlemaynel  11 

It  is  further  worth  observing,  that  the  work  just  mentioned,  with  the  History  of 
Bats,  the  Bevit  of  Hampton,  and  the  Gtsta  Ronumorum,  are  placed  immediately 
beneath  those  of  which  it  is  well  known  that  Cazton  was  the  undoubted  printer : 
and  of  which  other  Jive  works,  with  the  exception  of  the  &sop,  ('  Man  never  it, 
but  always  to  be  blest9)  Lord  Spencer  is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  copies.  Upon 
the  whole, Jet  us  felicitate  his  Lordship  upon  possessing  a  fly  leap  which  may 
lead  to  such  interesting  results ;  and  which,  it  is  presumed,  hath  already  convinced 
the  reader  of  the  necessity  of  examining  every  such  relic  in  the '  art  and  mystery' 
of  ancient  boom-binding. 

But  I  have  not  yet  exhausted  the  subject  of  '  fly-leaf  fragments,'  whether 
written  or  printed.  Know  therefore,  curious  reader,  that  in  the  black  letter 
archive-room  of  Corpus  College,  Oxford,  there  is  a  copy  of  Wynkyn  De  Worde's 
Contemplation  qfSkmen,  printed  in  1499,  4to.  in  old  dark  calf  binding— contain- 
ing, at  the  beginning  and  end,  a  fly-leaf  of  OlH  pOttTJ,  from  the  press  of  the 
same  Wynkyn,  and  of  probably  a  nearly  coeval  date.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be 
'  dectissimu*,'  and  of  course  not '  longe  doctissimus/  in  our  old  vernacular  poetry ; 
but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  it  to  be  a  fragment  of  Merlin's  Prophecy ; 
see  the  Typog.  Antiq.  vol.  ii.  p.  158.  The  second  of  these  fly-leaves  is  here  only 
given  :  the  first  being  much  too  *  unseemly'  for  grave  and  decorous  readers  to 

peruse: 

That  Castell  ye  shall  make  mery 

Vpon  the  playne  of  Salysbory 

And  there  ye  shall  that  founde 

Moche  and  wyde  and  large  on  grounde 

Do  it  nowe  I  you  bade. 

That  it  be  trusty  and  well  made. 

And  ye  shall  bane  to  youre  hyer 

As  nrache  as  ye  wyuVdesyre. 

VOL.  11.  X  C 
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Philemon.  You  are  surely  speaking  of  some  twhkggd 
Book- Worm*— -some  bibliomaniacal  Alexander—  when  you 
quote  this  noble  passage  of  Dry  den  ? 

For  the  Ioye  that  god  is  in 

Fyll  the  cuppe  and  latte  vs  begynne. 

Alle  the  werkemen  wente  tbo 
Fyue  thousande  and  well  mo 
They  faewe  wode  and  caruyd  stone 
And  layde  the  foundemente  anooe 
Sorome  rebatyd  and  somme  bare 
And  summe  beganne  theyr  werke  to  rere 
The  werkemen  were  lyght  and  sly 
The  werke  beganne  to  ryse  sone  on  by 
The  first  daye  wyth  oaten  choute 
The  werke  arose  kne  hye  aboote 
Whan  it  was  come  to  the  nyght 
To  theyr  reste  they  wente  rygbt 
And  came  ageyne  on  the  morowe 
And  founde  thynge  of  myche  sorowe. 
All  the  ninderoente  in  that  stounde 
Lay  spredde  a  brode  on  the  gronnde 
And  al  to  tore  lyme  and  stone 
Grete  wonder  they  thought  anooe 
No  better  rede  coode  they  than 
Bat  a  newt  werke  they  beganne 
And  spedde  well  for  sothe  to  sey 
As  they  dyd  the  fyrste  daye 
Whan  the  daye  was  gone 
To  reste  they  wente  enerychone 
And  came  ageyne  in  the  morowe 
And  founde  all  theyr  werke  done  to  sorowe. 
And  all  spredde  here  and  there. 
And  so  it  faryd  balfe  a  yere 
All  that  they  wrought  on  the  daye 
On  the  morowe  a  brode  spred  it  laye 
Whan  the  Kynge  hank  telle  of  thys 
Grete  wonder  he  hadde  I  wys. 
And  dydde  aspye  of  yonge  and  elde 
What  it  myght  be  that  his  werke  feWe 
And  why  his  werke  myght  not  stonde 
But  there  was  none  in  all  his  londe 
Hye  ne  towe  lewde  ne  clerke 
That  eoude  tell  what  fellyd  his  werke 
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Lisaedo.  I  will  not  be  scandalous ;  but  shall  leave  you  to 
aw  your  own  conclusions.   Yet,  if  you  wish  your  choicest 


draw 


As  Kynge  Forteger  satte  in  his  halle 
And  many  a  man  satte  hym  wyth  alle 
Sjth  the  tjme  that  they  were  borne 
Suche  a  wonder  sawe  they  never  befbrne 
As  they  hadde  of  that  werke  fonde 
That  enery  nyght  was  fellyd  to  groude 
The  Kynge  swore  he  wolde  not  spare. 

One  further  word,  and  we  say  '  good  bye'  to  fly-leaves—'  whether  written  or 
printed.'  My  worthy  and  very  enterprising  bibliomaniacal  friend,  Mr.  Philip 
Bliss,  (whose  edition  of  Wootfi  Athene  Oxomaaet  maketh  '  fat  and  warm'  the 
hearts  of  all •  true  sons'  of  that  Alma  Mater)  hath  of  late  evinced  a  singular  pro- 
pensity in  the  collecting  of  ancient  fly-leaves— ornamental,  plain,  written,  or 
printed—which  contain  any  matter  of  interest ;  and,  among  them,  he  possesseth 
a  fragment  of  old  poetry,  printed  by  Wynkyn  De  Worde,  of  which  no  account 
hath  been  given  by  bibliographers,  and  of  which  the  colophon,  with  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  fragment,  is  as  follows : 

4L  Thus  endeth  y  hjfe  of  taynt  Grtgoryes  mo* 
[ther]  imprynted  in  Flete  ttrete  at  rf  tygne  of  y* 

de  Worde,  In  the  yere  of 

d    Mm  CCCCC  .  and  .  xv . 

•  The  foolish  binder  who  took  this  leaf  out  (says  Mr.  Bliss)  tore  it  in  such  a 
manner,  that  the  ends  of  some  nine,  and  the  beginnings  of  the  same  number  of 
lines,  are  quite  lost.    However,  here  you  shall  have  a  very  sufficient  specimen : 

Incipit 

1  That  sufired  a  soule  to  lye  in  that  state 
For  he  is  mis  and  eke  vnkynde 
That  leueth  the  soule  in  dampnacyon 

And  with  his  owne  good  may  it 

And  brynge  it  to  saluacyon 
For  crystes  sake  preche  this  abou  .  • 
And  tell  the  people  of  this  peryll 
For  they  that  be  in  faute  without 
There  is  no  remedy  they  shall  to  ... . 
Without  ende  there  dwell  shall  th  .  .  .  . 
In  fyre  and  brymstone  for  that  d  . . . . 
Full  dere  they  shall  that .... 
And  haue  that  rewarde  for  theyr  .... 
Fare  well  now  and  haue  my  blessynge 
Take  this  in  mynde  and  be  of  good  chere 
Tyme  is  come  of  our  partynge 
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treasures  in  the  book-way  to  be  successfully  preserved 
against  die  interminable  ravages  of  the  worm,  beware  of 
Hog-skin  ! 

Belinda.  Most  strange ! — why  of  Hog-skin  ? 

Lisardo.  I  should  have  said  of  Hog-skin  binding:  but 
your  wonder  betrayed  itself  too  quickly.  I  fear  our  friend 
Posthctmus  will  repent  of  his  attachment  to  this  species  of 
book-coverture ;  and  that,  in  some  half-score  years,  we  shall 
witness  that  glorious  fabric  of  his  Large  Paper  Dutch 
Quarto  Classics,  built  up  by  the  tools  of  Charles  Lewis  (in 
hog-skin  coating)  perishing  from  the  ravages  of  this  destruo 

I  maye  no  lenger  abyde  here 
The  clowdes  opened  on  eaery  syde 
AnngeUes  frome  faeueu  downe  where  sene 
With  myrthe  and  melody  she  vp  strede 
All  about  the  sterres  in  the  fyrmament 

To  the  blysse  of  heuen  witbon 

Where  myrthe  and  Ioye  without  ende  is 
Soche  messengers  oar  lorde  her  sent 
.    His  sorowe  and  care  for  to  Iys  .  .  • 
Whan  I  had  this  syght  sene 
It  was  well  drawen  in  to  the  nyght 
I  was  rygbt  glad  and  also  fayne 
That  god  had  shewed  me  that  syght 
To  bed  J  wente  and  toke  my  reste 
As  goddes  wyll  was  J  sholde  do 
I  there  bethought  me  what  was  the  best 
Other  soules  to  brynge  from  wo 
...  II  the  clerkes  of  that  cyte 
•  • .  • .  this  trentall  to  be  in  mynde 

in  eche  degree 

(Eight  Una,  half  gone,  omitted.) 
This  trentall  is  wry  tten  in  thre  langages 
......  frenshe  and  englysshe  eke 

who  so  wyll  h  se 

fyde  he  may  it  seke 

.  .  brynge  ts  to  the  blysse  that  ener  shall  be, 
Amen. 
*  Thus  endeth/  &c.  before  given. 


EIGHTH  DAY.  443 

live  worm.*  To  return,  however,  from  this  blood-curdling 
digression : — for  what  are  we,  ourselves,  when  alive,  but 
walking  books,  to  be  probed  and  perforated  by  designing 
knaves,  and,  when  dead,  food  for  worms '  of  a  larger  growth  ?' 


*  this  destructive  worm."}  Let  not  the  gravity  of  the  reader  be  discomposed 
when  I  tell  hint  that  it  is  my  intention  to  discourse  pretty  largely  upon  the 
'  Book-worm  :'  not  a  bipedical,  but  *  polypcdical,  animal.  And  first,  for  '  the 
feudley  worm  of  Spindleston  Heughs.'  Heaven  forfend  that  such  a  worm  should 
be  introduced  into  our  printed  leaves,  or  book-covertures!  — for  this  worm  was 
nothing  less  than  of  the  dimensions  of  a  certain  '  Princess  of  the  North !' — for  an 
account  of  whom  the  impatient  reader  will  not  fail  to  consult  Evans's  Old  Ballads, 
vol.  iv.  p.  941 :  edit  1810. 

We  come  more  directly  to  the  worm  in  question.    This  little  bibhomaniacal 
insect,  creature,  or  animal — call  it  how  you  will — is  thus  pleasantly '  narrated 
upon '  by  Hooke  in  bis  '  Micrograpkia :  or  Some  Physiological  Descriptions  of 
Minute  Bodies,  made  by  magnifying  Glasses,  <|c  1667,  folio— a  work  just  now  of 
rarity  aud  price.   '  It  is  a  small  white  silver-shining  worm,  or  moth,  (says  Hooke) 
which  I  found  much  conversant  among  Books  and  Papers,  and  is  supposed  to 
be  that  which  corrodes  and  eats  holes  through  the  leaves  and  covers.  It  appears, 
to  the  naked  eye,  a  small  glistering  pearl-coloured  moth,  which,  upon  the  remov- 
ing of  books  and  papers,  in  the  Summer,  is  often  observed  very  nimbly  to  scud, 
and  pack  away  to  some  lurking  cranney,  where  it  may  the  better  protect  itself 
from  any  appearing  dangers.  Its  head  appears  big  and  blunt,  and  its  body  tapers 
from  it  towards  the  tail,  smaller  and  smaller,  being  shaped  almost  like  a  carret.' 
A  little  onward,  he  continues  thus : '  It  has  a  conical  body,  divided  into  fourteen 
several  partitions,  being  the  appearance  of  so  many  several  shels,  or  shields  that 
cover  the  whole  body,  every  one  of  these  shells  is  again  covered  or  tiled  over 
with  a  multitude  of  thin  transparent  scales,  which  from  the  multiplicity  of  their 
reflecting  surfaces,  make  the  whole  animal  appear  of  a  perfect  pearl-colour.'    It 
must  be  confessed  that  there  is  something  very  formidable,  and  almost *  blood* 
curdling,'  (as  Lisardo  above  expresses  it)  in  this  description  of  the  Book-wobm . 
Hooke  gives  a  representation  of  it,  prodigiously  magnified,  in  what  he  calls  his 
xxxin.  Scheme,  or  Plate.  Fig.  3,  and  continues  thus— still  increasing  our  horrors 
of  this  tremendous  little  animal!    *  The  small  blunt  head  of  this  insect  was 
furnished  on  either  side  of  it  with  a  duster  of  eyes,  each  of  which  seemed  to 
contain  but  a  very  few,  in  comparison  with  what  I  had  observed  the  clusters  of 
other  insects  to  abound  with ;  each  of  these  clusters  were  beset  with  a  row  of 
small  brisks,  much  like  the  cilia  or  hairs  oti  the  eye-lids,  and,  perhaps,  they 
served  for  the  same  purpose.-  It  had  two  long  horns  before,  which  were  straight, 
and  tapering  towards  the  top,  curiously  ringed  or  knobbed,  and  brisled  much 
like  the  marsh  weed,  called  horse-tail,  or  catVtail ;  having,  at  each  knot,  a 
fringed  girdle,  as  I  may  so  call  it,  of  smaller  hairs,  and  several  bigger  and  larger 
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Before  we  speak  of  the  progress  of  binding  in  wood 
with  leather  covers,  we  may  notice  the  co-existing  species  of 

brisles,  here  and  there  dispersed  among  them :  besides  these,  it  had  two  shorter 
horns,  or  feelers,  which  were  knotted  and  fringed,  just  as  the  former,  but  wanted 
brisles,  and  were  bloat  at  the  ends ;  the  hinder  part  of  the  creature  was  ter- 
minated with  three  tails,  in  every  particular  resembling  the  two  longer  horns 
that  grew  out  of  the  head.  The  leggs  of  it  were  scaled  and  hatred  much  like  the 
rest,  but  are  not  expressed  in  this  figure,  the  moth  being  intongled  all  in  gfew, 
and  so  the  legs  of  this  appeared,  not  through  the  glass,  which  looked  perpendi- 
cularly upon  the  back.'  Hooke  thus  speaks  of  its  partiality  for  bibliomaniacat 
food,  and  sums  up  with  a  pathetic  piece  of  moralisation.  *  This  animal  probably 
feeds  upon  the  Paper  and  Covers  or  Books,  and  perforates  in  them  several 
round  holes,  finding  perhaps,  a  convenient  nourishment  in  those  husks  of  hemp 
and  flax,  which  have  passed  through  so  many  scouring*,  washings,  dressings, 
and  dryings,  as  the  parts  of  old  paper  roust  necessarily  have  suffered ;  die 
digestive  faculty,  it  seems,  of  these  little  creatures  being  able  yet  further  to  work 
upon  those  stubborn  parts,  and  reduce  them  into  another  form/ 

<  And  indeed,  when  I  consider  what  a  heap  of  saw-dust  or  chips  this  little 
creature  (which  is  one  of  the  teeth  of  Time)  conveys  into  its  intrals,  I  cannot 
chose  but  remember  and  admire  the  excellent  contrivance  of  Nature,  in  placing 
in  animals  such  a  fire,  as  is  continually  nourished  and  supplyd  by  the  materials 
conveyed  into  the  stomach,  and  fomented  by  the  bellows  of  the  lungs ;  and  in 
so  contriving  the  most  admirable  fabrick  of  animals,  as  to  make  the  very  spending 
and  wasting  of  that  fire,  to  be  instrumental  to  the  procuring  and  collecting  more 
materials  to  augment  and  cherish  itself,  which  indeed  seems  to  be  the  principal 
end  of  all  the  contrivance  observable  in  bruit  animals.'  p.  208-10. 

After  such  a  plentiful  extract  we  must  be  sparing  in  our  book-learnmg 
respecting  this  terrific  insect :  of  whose  precise  nature,  or  character,  it  would 
be  difficult,  as  is  intimated  in  Dr.  Beer's  Cyclopedia,  (vol.  v.  E.  2.)  to  as- 
certain what  is  meant  by  our  old  writers.  Hooke  (whose  specimen  u  in- 
correct; as  it  is  of  the  larva  of  the  tinut  or  tinea,  and  not  the  kpima,  that 
he  should  have  discoursed)  calls  it  both  a  worm  and  ajfy:  but  whether 
crawling,  or  flyings  let  us  beware  of  the  species  called  erud&u* — '  which  directs 
its  attacks  to  those  parts  which  are  sewed  together  or  glued  down.'  Ibid.  This 
is  really  storming  a  book  in  its  very  entrenchments!  The  last  quoted  authority 
goes  on  thus  :  '  Another  mischievous  creature  is  the  larva  of  a  small  moth  of  the  , 
Unea  kind,  which  is  insinuated  in  the  egg-state  into  the  paper,  and,  hatching,  the 
larva  gnaws  cylindrical  cavities  through  the  leaves,  and  spins  a  web,  in  which  it 
lies  secure,  t^  after  passing  through  the  the  pupa  state,  it  becomes  a  moth.'  It 
is  right  to  know  every  species  of  these  Book-Enemies  '  The  larve  of  several 
species  of  the  Dcrmettes,  in  like  manner,  prey  upon  books,  attacking  the  leather 
covers  as  well  as  the  paper.'  Ibid.  Insatiable  cormorant!  Hear,  too,  what  a 
recent  and  very  amusing  work  says  upon  the  same  subject.  '  How  dear  are 
their  books,  their  cabinets  of  the  various  productions  of  nature,  and  their  collec- 
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binding  in  veUum  or  velvet:  although  I  am  not  sure  whe- 
ther the  latter  did  not  precede  the  former.    Of  Binding  in 

tions  of  prints  and  other  works  of  art  and  science,  to  the  learned,  the  scientific, 
and  the  Virtuosi  I  Even  these  precious  treasures  have  their  secret  enemies.  The 
larva  of  crambus  pinguinalis,  whose  ravages  in  another  quarter  I  have  noticed 
before,  will  establish  itself  on  the  binding  of  a  book,  and  spinning  a  robe, 
which  it  covers  witb  its  own  excrement,  will  do  it  no  little  injury.  A  mite 
(Acarus  eruditut,  Schrank)  eats  the  paste  that  fastens  the  paper  over  the  edges 
of  the  binding,  and  so  loosens  it  I  have  also  often  observed  the  caterpillar  of 
auother  little  moth,  of  which  I  have  not  ascertained  the  species,  that  takes  its 
station  on  damp  old  books,  between  the  leaves;  and  there  commits  great 
ravages;  and  many  a  black-letter  rarity,  ['Horresco  referens?'  the  author  should 
have  added]  which  in  these  days  of  Bibliomania  would  have  been  valued  at  its 
weight  in  gold,  has  been  snatched  by  these  destroyers  from  the  hands  of  book 
collectors.'  Ruby's  Introduction  to  Entomology;  vol.  i.  p.  238, 1816,  8vo. 

Such  is  the  eloquent  information  afforded  us  by  a  few  writers  upon  the  sub- 
ject There  is  no  need,  as  before  intimated,  to  push  our  researches  into  foreign 
authors.  But  does  the  reader  gather,  from  all  this  «  eloquent  information/  a 
distinct  notion  of  the  me  and  action  of  the  book  worm  ?  Possibly  not  I  will 
tell  him  therefore,  that,  being  extremely  anxious  to  collect  all  the  evidence  that 
I  was  able  from  living  witnesses,  I  first  betook  me  to  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss. 
Mr.  Payne  said  he  thought  he  had  seen  two :  one  was  like  a  small  maggot,  the 
other  had  something  of  the  head  and  horns  of  a  bug.  Singular  discrepancy  1 
Mr.  John  Payne,  his  nephew,  not  even  at  home  or  abroad,  had  ever  seen  one. 
From  Pall-Mall  it  was  natural  to  proceed  to  the  British  Museum :  although  Mr. 
Evans  assured  me  he  could  trust  to  his  memory  for  having  seen  at  least  three. 
At  the  Museum,  Mr.  Ellis  '  deposed'  that  he  had  never  found  but  one,  which  was 
alive ;  and  in  a  volume  of  the  Spectator.  Mr.  Baber  had  seen  only  the  slough 
of  one!  Thus  the  book-worm  appeared  to  be  rather  a  scarce  copy.  (In  the  West 
Indies,  however,  I  learn  they  are  nearly^  as  common  as  the  sugar-cane.)  My 
friends  Mr.  Heber  and  Mr.  Lang  assured  me  they  had  seen,  caught,  and 
detected  one— in  the  sale-room  of  Mr.  King— in  the  very  act  of  book-murder : 
the  former  exclaiming  to  the  latter,  at  the  time  of  detection, '  see  here  our 
mortal  xnxmy  1 '  This  exclamation,  founded  upon  truth,  could  not  fail  to  have 
its  due  effect  upon  all  the  by-standers— who,  it  is  reported,  immediately  set  to 
work  to  secure  other  like  offenders :  but  in  vain.  Mr.  Bliss  (with  that  promp- 
titude which  forms  so  interesting  a  feature  in  his  character)  thus  writes  me  word 
respecting  this  terrific  animal.  '  If  you  are  serious  about  book-worms,  I  have 
seen  them  both  alive  and  dead ;  and  fine  fat  fellows  they  are,  when  they  get  to 
a  good  blarft 'Ittttt  feast  served  on  stout  paper !  There  is  at  this' moment  in  the 
Bodleian  library  a  book  actually  devoured  :  not  having  two  lines  together  to 
be  decyphered!9  Frightful  intelligence! 
Hearing  that  Messrs.  Ogle  and  Co.  had  a  live  book-worm,  I  was  curious  to 
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Velvet,  I  take  it  we  have  do  specimens  before  the  Fourteenth 
Century ;  when,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  that  species 

ascertain  the  fact ;  and  writing  to  them,  received,  not  only  a  most '  gracious  answer' 
in  return,  but  the  animal  itself  :  secured  within  the  confines  of  a  round  deal  box. 
As  I  consider  the  note  of  Messrs.  Ogle  and  Co.  highly  important  in  an  entomo- 
logical point  of  view,  I  am  sure  those  worthy  bibliopolists  will  not  object  to  its 
insertion  in  the  present  place :  '  Messrs.  Ogle  and  Co.  beg  to  inform  Mr.  D .  • . 
that  the  worms  in  the  box  (one  of  which  is  dead)  were  taken  by  them 
alive  and  hearty,  from  books  in  which  they  had  made  considerable  depre- 
dations, and  which  were  imported  by  them  from  Holland;  the  largest  has 
grown  somewhat,  since  it  was  put  into  the  box  about  12  months  ago,  and  ap- 
peared to  eat  partially  of  the  paper  in  it,  which  has  been  more  than  once  changed. 
'  They  have  met  with  four  or  six  only,  in  the  course  of  their  experience ;  and 
suppose,  that  in  common  circumstances,  the  worm  becomes  a  small  fly,  as  they 
have  sometimes  seen  small  winged  insects  in  wormed  books,  which  appeared  to 
have  perished  from  being  unable  to  make  their  escape.  This  however  is  mere 
conjecture.  As  O.  and  Co.  have  no  wish  to  keep  these  worms,  Mr.  D.  may 
destroy,  or  make  what  other  use  of  them  he  pleases,  after  inspecting  diem.* 

I  regret  to  add,  that  although  these  insects  were  secured  in  black-letter  scraps, 
(apparently  printed  by  Tom  Godfray)  the  live  one  had  escaped  during  his  journey 
to  me ;  but  the  dead  one,  slightly  curled  up,  was  precisely  similar  to  a  small  fat 
filbert-maggot,  with  a  mahogany-coloured  head,  and  when  stretched  out  might 
possibly  extend  to  the  enormous  dimensions  of  one  quarter  of  on  inch  !  The  late 
Mr.  Elmsley,  the  bookseller,  detected  one— not  only  in  the  shape  of  a  fly,  but  m 
the  act  of  flying ;  upon  which  he  expressed  himself  to  Lord  Spencer  (from  whom 
I  received  the  anecdote)  in  a  manner  possibly  more  vehement  and  impressive 
even  than  that  in  which  my  friend  Mr.  Heber  indulged  I  The  little  rogue  appeared 
to  Mr.  Elmsley  to  have  put  on  his  wings  for  the  sake  of  some  desperate,  predatory 
excursion-*-probably  to  deposit  its  larva  within  the  morocco-joints  of  a  Roger 
Payne-bound  Clarke's  Caesar,  Chart.  Max!  This,  it  must  be  confessed,  was 

*  flying  at  noble  game.'   The  seat  of  the  mischief  seems  to  lie  in  the  bxn&mg. 

*  Mr.  Frediger,  among  other  instructions  to  German  book-binders,  printed  at 
Leipsic  in  1741,  advises  their  making  paste  of  starch  instead  of  flour :  he  wishes 
them  to  powder  slightly  the  books,  the  covert,  and  even  the  shelves  on  which  they 
stand,  with  a  mixture  of  powdered  alum  and  fine  pepper j  and  is  also  of  opinion, 
that  in  the  months  of  March,  July,  and  September,  books  should  be  rubbed  with 
a  piece  of  woollen  cloth,  steeped  in  powdered  alum.'  Melange  <THist.  Nat.  vol.  v. 
p.  296 j  quoted  in  Dr.  'Reds  Cyclopedia.  Sir  John  Thoroki  (one  of  our  first 
rate  bibliomaniacs  during  the  time  of  the  Pinelli  sale)  used  to  be  very  particular 
(so  Mr.  Payne  informs  me)  in  his  directions  to  the  binder  respecting  a  due  por- 
tion of  alum  in  the  paste ;  and  I  am  credibly  informed  by  a  gentleman,  who,  a 
few  years  ago  had  some  books  bound  by  two  different  binders  at  Vienna,  that 
one  set  engendered  the  book-worm,  and  the  other  did  not.   Thus  Mr.  Prediger 
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of  book-coverture  is  expressly  noticed  by  Chaucer.  It  has 
continued  however  to  the  present  day  ;*  and  upon  an  old 
Chronicle,  or  Romance,  or  any  solid  body  of  information — 
and  especially  upon  devotional  volumes — there  are  few  covers 
which  confer  greater  dignity  than  Velvet:  but  let  this 
velvet  be  well  guarded  by  a  morocco  exterior,  both  for  the 
sake  of  security  as  well  as  of  ornament*     However,  where 

discourses  rationally  in  his '  Instructions  to  German  book-binders.'  There  b  no 
doubt,  I  apprehend,  that  Hog-skin  binding  is  more  favourable  to  the  breed  of  the 
book-worm,  than  any  other  species ;  and  this  discovery  is  exclusively  due  to  the 
Eustathius  of  the  day !  Mr.  Douce  has  also  a  melancholy  proof  of  the  worm- 
nutritive  powers  of  hog-skin,  in  an  old  MS.  lately  bound  by  Hering  in  that 
species  of  coverture. 

It  is  curious  to  notice  the  sort  of  small-shot  peppering,  in  ancient  volumes 
more  particularly,  in  consequence  of  the  ravages  of  the  insect  here  described. 
From  beginning  to  end,  through  boards  and  through  leather,  amidst  margin  and 
printed  text,  now  breakfasting  upon  a  syllogism  of  Duns  Scotus,  then  dining  upon 
a  devotional  sentiment  of  Lactantius,  and  afterwards  supping  upon  a  bit  of  Vincent 
de  Beauvais'  legends,  this  diminutive  but  desperate  pioneer  urges  his  '  forceful 
way!'  Nothing  comes  amiss  to  these  creatures;  their  digestive  powers  being 
wonderful.  They  will  nibble  at  Hebrew,  eat  largely  of  Greek,  riot  upon  Latin, 
and  satiate  themselves  with  Italian!  But  let  me  ask,  by  way  of  conclusion,  does 
not  the  bipedical  worm,  before  alluded  to,  in  that  vast  volume  called  The  World, 
make  still  greater  depredations,  and  evince  still  more  tremendous  powers  of 
digestkjn?t  The  qussre  need  not  be  elaborately  answered:  so,  referring  the  reader 
to  Beta's  pretty  poem  upon  the  book  worm  who  bad  '  played  old  gooseberry' 
with  his  Catullus,  (itac  Poem.  edit.  1599*  12mo.  foL  78,  rev. )  and  calling  to  mind 
Pope's  verses  to  Mr.  John  Moore,  the  great  worm  doctor  of  his  time,  let  us  unite 
iu  the  propriety  of  applying  the  beginning  of  one  of  Martial's  lines  (Epig.  91, 
Ub.  w.)  to  the  present  disquisition, '  One  jam  satis  est!' 

*  Velvet  Binding— has  continued  to  the  pretent  day.]  First  of  its  ancient 
use.  I  apprehend  Lisardo  bore  in  mind  the  lines  in  the  prologue  of  Chaucer's 
Canterbury  Tola:  'A  twenty  bokes,  clothed  in  black  and  red— -'meaning, 
I  presume,  bound  either  in  black  or  in  red  velvet;  for  neither  calf,  vellum, 
nor  forrell,  could  be  said  to  be  black  or  red.  Indeed  I  apprehend,  from 
an  expression  of  Richard  of  Bvry,  that •  velvet  and  silk'  were  the  usual  book 
covertures  of  the  fourteenth  ceutury.   In  the  vintb  ch.  of  his  PhilobibUm  (p.  30, 


t  Though  I  have  always  been  stupid,  or  old-fashioned  enough  to  be  no  admirer 
of  Bonaparte's  sayings  or  doings,  yet,  as  bearing  upon  the  present  point,  I  may  be 
permitted  to  observe  that  he  was  accustomed  to  compare  the  different  journalists 
he  kept  in  pay,  to  so  many  worms,  and  himself  to  the  leaves  upon  which  they 
battened! 
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the  original  binding  be  stampedJeather — sound,  curious, 
and,  above  all,  with  the  name  of  the  binder  thereupon — upon 
vo  account  part  with  such  ancient  and  original  binding, 

edit*  1599)  he  thus  notices  the  altered  condition  of  books  from  their  former 

splendor :  '  qui  [libri]  olim  purpura  vestiebantur  et  bysto,  none  in  cinere  et  cilicio, 

recubantes,'&c.  It  seems,  however,  that  the  works  of  Chaucer,  Lydgate,andHawes, 

were  usually  bound  in  leather  in  the  time  of  Robert  Copland :  for  thus  speaks 

the  latter,  in  the  poetical  prefix  to  his  edition  of  Chaucer's  Aatmblc  cfFoula, 

1530,  folio: 

Chaucer  is  deed  the  which  this  pamphlete  wrate 

So  ben  his  heyres  in  all  such  besynesse 

And  gone  is  also  the  famous  clerke  Lydgate 

And  so  is  yonge  Hawes,  god  theyr  soules  adresse 

Many  were  the  volumes  that  they  made  more  and  lesse 

Theyr  boket  ye  lay  vp  tyU  that  the  lether  monks. 

&c.  &c.  etc.  Typ°g>  AnHq.  vol.  EL  p.  279. 

However,  we  have  an  earlier  attestation,  in  the  language  of  Sebastian  Brandt  (as 
tranilamlated  by  Barclay)  of  the  prevalence  of  '  damask,  satin,  and  velvet' 
bindings.    Brandt  is  speaking  of  a  book  collector,  who  has  his  treasures 

in  great  reuerence 
And  hououre  sauynge  them  from  fyith  and  ordure 
By  often  brusshynge,  and  modi  dylygence 
Full  goodly  bounde  in  pleasaunt  couerture 
Of  domot,  satyn,  or  els  of  velvet  pure. 

The  Same;  vol  ii.  p.  454. 

It  should  seem,  from  an  ancient  inventory  of  books  belonging  to  the  present 
public  library  at  Brussels,  (formerly  «  La  Bibliotheque  de  Bourgogne*)  that  they 
bound  volumes  of  the  same  work  in  different  bindings— as  in  vellum  and  velvet 
A  Bible  is  described  as  bound  in  this  manner  by  La  Serna  Santander :  the  first 
being  in  vellum,  and  the  second  in  velvet  binding :  '  Ung  autre  Hure  couuert  de 
vclour  damasee  tout  us6  gamy  de  deux  douz  dores  intitule  e'est  le  second  volume 
de  la  Bible/  &c  Memovre  Historique  sur  la  Bibliothtque  de  Bourgogne,  p.  48.  Diana 
of  Poic tiers  (of  whom  anon)  was  very  fond  of  velvet  bindings ;  and  when  applied 
to  ancient  MSS.  they  have  a  very  appropriate  effect.   The  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
York  Minster  have  recently  had  several  of  their  choicer  MSS.  put  into  purple, 
damson-colour,  or '  black  and  red*  velvet  attires,  by'  the  cunning  skill  *  of  Mr.  C. 
Lewis.    The  lettering  upon  the  back  of  the  velvet  is  always  necessarily  defec- 
tive. The  Julio  Clovios  of  Mr.  Grenville  and  Mr.  Towneley  (see  vol.  i.  p.  clxzxvhi) 
have  velvet  bindings,  secured  by  morocco-covered  cases ;  and  so  have  the  first 
Psalters  of  1457  in  the  collections  of  his  Majesty  and  Earl  Spencer :  but  when 
the  collector  pounces  upon  a  Missal,  or  other  beauteous  ms.  tome,  in  its  ancient 
leather  stamped  covers— like  unto  that  of  Mr.  H.  Broadley,  described  in  vol.  i. 
p.  elzxii — let  him  not, '  like  unto'  the  bibliopolists  noticed  at  p.  dxx  of  the  same 
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even  if  you  had  the  choice  of  all  the  velvet  which  graced 
the  late  Waterloo  Museum  in  Piccadilly ! 

Lorexzo.  I  will  be  careful  to  attend  to  this  precept. 
But  now  for  your  Vellum  binding— as  you  know  my  par- 
tiality for  a  judicious  distribution  of  this  '  milk-white '  tint. 

Lisabdo.  I  make  no  doubt  of  Vellum  being  as  old  as 
the  beginning  of  the  xvth  century  ;*  or  possibly  even  of  a 

volume,  doff  the  calf  for  the  velvet !  Tis  a  mixture  of  treason  and  sacrilege 
so  to  do. 

As  to  Binding  in  Silk,  which  material  we  may  denominate  to  be  the  younger 
sister  of  Velvet,  I  confess  there  is  something  that  '  goes  against  the  grain'  in 
making  up  one's  mind  towards  adopting  that  method  of  book-coverture— 
notwithstanding  its  frequent  appearance  in  the  library  of  Mathias  Cor vinus  : 
of  whom  presently.  Possible  it  is,  however,  that  the  anecdote  of  Theodore  de 
Gaza  and  Pope  Sixtus  IV.  may  have  operated,  in  causing  the  aforesaid  '  grain' 
to  be  discomposed.  Thus  writeth  the  author  of  the  Histoirts  da  Papa;  vol.  iv. 
p.  259, 1732, 4to.  '  Theodore,  who  had  translated  Aristotle's  treatise  upon  the 
nature  of  Animals,  presented  Sixtus  with  a  copy  of  it,  handsomely  bound  and 
gilt,  and  "  covered  with  itik.''  The  Pope  asked  him  '  how  much  all  these  orna- 
ments had  cost?'  and  understanding  that  they  amounted  to  40  ducats,  be  merely 
reimbursed  the  translator,  without  an  additional  single  farthing.*  P.  Valerianus 
says  that '  Theodore  threw  the  pitiful  present  into  the  Tiber,  and  suffered  himself 
to  die  of  hunger  in  consequence !'  What  a  tragical  issue— and  what  a  warning 
against  clothing  presentation  copies  in  silk  !  Of  what  is  technically  called  nlk- 
ismda,  (would  that  Theodore's  binder  had  been  conversant  in  that  branch  of 
his  business  —  the  fate  of  his  employer  had  been  averted !)  we  shall '  discourse 
somewhat'  in  a  future  page  of  this  Eighth  Day. 

*  Vellum  being  at  old  at  the  beginning  of  the  xvth  century.]  We  will  begin  with 
our  old  friend  David  Casley,  Deputy  Librarian  to  King  George  Ilnd.  «  Though 
Parchment  was  not  used  by  the  ancients  for  covering  of  their  Books,  yet  no 
binding  is  comparable  to  it  for  lasting.  Each  skin  of  the  Vellum  of  Books  also 
is  generally  marked  for  direction  of  the  Binder ;  and  that,  oftentimes,  both  on 
the  first  and  last  lea£  And  those  marks  do  now,  by  accident,  often  serve  to  dis- 
cover if  a  book  be  imperfect,  and  bow  much  is  wanting ;  and  that  sometimes, 
when  there  are  no  other  means  of  knowing.'  PrefL  p.  xv.  The  worthy  author 
(as  quoted  at  page  433  ante)  has  referred  to  a  specimen  of  ancient  binding,  in 
the  body  of  his  work,  which  bears  the  following  inscription :  (it  is  a  MS.  of  the 
Epistles  of  St  Jerom.)  *  Liber  ligatus  erat  Oxonii,  in  Catstrete,  ad  instantiam 
Keuerendi  Domini  Thome  Wybarun,  in  sacra  theologia  Bacalarii  Monachi 
Koffensis,  Anno  Domini  1467/  MSS.  Reg.  6.  D.  II.  This  is  the  oldest  expressed 
date  upon  a  binding  with  which  I  happen  to  be  acquainted ;  but  (miserabile 
dicta  I)  this  relic  has  been  long  ago  supplied  by  a  modem  russia  sur-tout  1 

As  to  the  comparative  antiquity  of  vellum  and  leather,  I  incline,  more  espe- 
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century  earlier.  It  appears  to  have  been  the  Successor  of  a 
sort  of  FarreU-bmding ;  which  was  the  rough,  undressed, 
skin  of  the  beast,  and  of  which  you  now  see  numerous 

daily  on  the  authority  of  Montfeocon— as  quoted  at  p.  432,  ante — to  give  the 
latter  the  precedence:  as  in  the  passage,  just  referred  to,  Mantmucon  describes 
'  calfskin  (or  leather,  as  I  conceive)  glued  boards.'    Perhaps  the  oldest  speci- 
men of  vellum  binding,  consisting  of  the  mere  skin  of  the  sheep,  such  as  we  see 
it  in  numerous  instances,  is  in  the  possession  of  Ear)  Speucer.    It  happens  also 
to  cow  the  very  rarest  book  in  his  library :  the  Twreeremata  of  Ulric  Han,  of 
1467,  as  minutely  described  in  vol.  i.  p.  584.   The  condition  of  the  book  itself 
should  seem  to  justify  Casley's  eulogy  upon  the  binding — that *  nothing  a  com- 
parable to  it  for  lasting.'    I  cannot  help  thinking  however  that  this  book  must 
have  been  carefully  and  constantly  confined  from  air,  and  from  the  possibility  of 
external  injury ;  since,  from  a  binding  so  thin,  and  loosely  put  on,  we  are  naturally 
led  to  conclude  it  must  have  otherwise  become  a  very  indifferent  copy.    Iisardo 
is  amply  justified  in  reprobating  forreli\  or  rough  white  unearned  leather :  so 
frequently  mentioned  in  our  old  book-inventories.    It  is  a  mere  nursery-ground 
for  the  growth  and  nutrition  of  every  noxious  ingredient ;  and  should  never  be 
seen  upon  the  shelves  of  our  old  libraries.    There  is  a  pleasant  gossipping  note 
in  Walton's  Hist,  of  Engl.  Poetry,  vol.  iii.  p.  145,  worth  copying  here;  inas- 
much as  it  gives  us  a  few  particulars  about  ancient  vellum  binding —  and,  as  it 
should  seem,  of  another  strange  book-surtout !  '  In  a  roll  of  John  Morys,  Warden 
of  Winchester  College,  an.  xx.  Bic.  ii.  A.  D.  1397,  are  large  articles  of  disburse- 
ment for  Grails,  Legends,  and  other  Service  Books  for  the  choir  of  the  chapel, 
then  just  founded.    It  appears  that  they  bought  the  parchment;  and  hired 
persons  to  do  the  business  of  writing,  illuminating,  noting,  and  binding,  within 
the  walls  of  the  college.     As  thus :  "  Item,  in  xi  doseyn  iiij  pellibus  emptis  pro 
i  legenda  integra,  que  incipit  folio  secundo  [this  was  the  usual  method  of  the 
commencement  of  the  texts  of  books,  as  we  shall  briefly  and  pleasantly  notice  in 
the  Tenth  Day]  "  Quiadixerunt,"  continente  xxxiiij  quaterniones  (pret.  doseyn 
iiij  s.  vid.  pret  pellis  iiij.  ob.)  ii  s.  Item  in  scripturaejusdem  Legeude,  lxxijs.  Et 
in  illuminacione  et  lioacione  ejusdem,  xxxs.    Item  in  vj  doseyn  de  vetym 
emptis  pro  fectura  vj  Processionalium,  quorum  quilibet  continet  xv  quaterniones, 
(pret  doseyn  iiij  s.  vi  d)  xxvij  i.    Et  in  scripture,  notacione,  illuminacione,  et 
ligacionb  eoruudem,  xxxiij  t" 

'  The  highest  cost  (continues  Warton)  of  one  of  these  books  is  7L  13*. 
Vbllum,  for  this  purpose  made  au  article  of  staurum  or  store.  As,  item  in  vj. 
doseyn  de  velym  emptis  in  staurum  pro  aliis  libris  hide  faciendis,  xxxiiij*.  ijd. 
The  books  were  [sometimes]  covered  with  Peer-skin.  As,  *  Item  in  vj  pellibus 
cervinu  emptis  pro  libris  predtctis  cooperiendis  xiijs.  iiijoV  Thus  Warton.  I 
remember  to  have  seen  a  recent  and  perhaps  appropriate  instance  of  binding  in 
deer-skin.  It  was  Turbervilc't  Book  of  Hunting,  in  1611,  4to.;  which  had,  on  the 
exterior,  a  stag  in  silver.  Mr.  Upcot  was  I  believe  the  possessor,  and  Mr. 
Whittaker  the  binder,  of  this  singularity.   Bat  these  are  capriccbt  which  should 
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specimens  among  the  MSS.  of  the  College  libraries.  'Tis 
a  sad  coating  for  a  choice  article :  a  mere  engenderer  of 
damp  and  mildew :  and  I  hope  an  edict  will  be  issued  by 
the  Seniors  of  every  College  to  strip  their  bettermost  MSS. 
of  such  unworthy  appendages.  Let  morocco  and  russia 
supply  the  places  of  these  unseemly  objects  of  bibliopegistic 
art. 

In  regard  to  vellum,  I  apprehend  that,  during  the  xvth 
century,  it  was  generally  used  as  a  plain,  unadorned 
covering :  sometimes,  as  in  the  delicious  exemplar  of  the 
Aldme  Aristotle  of  our  friend  Atticus,  lapping  over — and 
almost  meeting  in  the  centre  of  the  fore-edge — forming  a 
sort  of  Ajax-like  shield  against  external  injury.  This 
*  lappelled'-coated  fashion,  however,  obtained  till  towards  the 
end  of  the  Seventeenth  Century;  and  you  sometimes  catch 
hold  of  a  delicious  Elzevir — white,  large,  and  unsullied— 
that  owes  its  condition  to  such  an  homely  garb :  and  further, 
when  you  find  a  book  in  this  garb,  think  twice  before  you 
venture  to  exchange  it  for  the  Venetian  morocco  of  Charles 
Lewis.*    It  was  not,  I  believe,  till  towards  the  year  1510 


be  rarely  indulged  in.  Mr.  Jeffery,  the  bookseller— who  hath  oft-times  a  mirthful 
fancy— (taking  probably  the  hint  from  this  note  of  Warton)  bound  a  copy  of 
Mr.  Fox's  historical  work  in  Fox-skin  ;  and  Lord  Essex,  as  I  learn,  was  the 
purchaser  of  it.  There  is  a  story  current  that  the  renowned  Dr.  Askew  caused 
a  book  to  be  bound  in  Human  Skin— ('  horresco  referens ')  for  the  payment 
of  which  bis  binder  prosecuted  him !  Perhaps  this  story  belongs  rather  to  the 
bibliomaniacal  Dr.  Wm.  Hunter— who  had  *  human  skin '  preparations  in  abun- 
dance. '  An  hundred  merry  tales '  of  similar  fancies  and  conceits  may  be  told— 
but  again  we  exclaim-—1  ohe  jam  satis  est.' 

9  the  Venetian  morocco  cf  Charles  Lewis.]  This  is  a  purely  technical  expres- 
sion :  meaning  a  sort  of  pale-olive  coloured  morocco,  which  Roger  Payne,  tbb 
Fathkb  op  Classical  Binding  in  this  country,  designated  under  the  term 
of '  Venetian*  The  scholar  has  excelled  his  master  in  this  department ;  but  they 
shall  both  have  their  due  '  measures '--not '  of  blowing,'  as  ray  friend  Bernardo 
knows  lull  well— but  of  notice  and  commendation  in  a  subsequent  page. 
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that  vellum  bindings  began  to  be  stamped.  They  were  first 
stretched  out  upon  an  oaken  board ;  and  afterwards,  in  that 
state,  they  received  the  arabesque  tooling  of  the  ingenious 
artist  Nothing  can  be  more  lovely — in  point  of  sharpness, 
brilliancy,  and  delicacy — than  well-preserved  specimens  of 
this  character ;  and  when  you  possess  them  in  their  Jirst  turn 
of  colour,  from  cold  white  to  an  ivory  tint,  you  have  every 
thing  that  can  be  wished  for  in  giving  effect  to  arabesque 
borders  in  blind  tooling.  The  melancholy  consideration  is, 
that,  from  the  delicacy  of  the  vellum-surface,  and  from  the 
projecting  sharpness  of  the  stamped  ornaments,  this  species 
of  binding,  more  than  any  other,  is  liable  to  soil  and  injury. 
In  the  Basil  books,  of  the  middle  of  the  Sixteenth  Century, 
there  will  be  found  endless  specimens  of  this  characteristic 
binding.* 


•  tn  the  Basil  Books— endless  specimens  of  this  characteristic  binding.]  Let  us 
briefly  review  the  positions  of  Lisardo  upon  the *  vellum-stamped  binding*  theme. 
First,  of  its  antiquity.  He  places  it  in  the  early  part  of  the  xvith  century ;  bat 
I  am  not  rare  whether  specimens  may  not  be  found  of  the  date  of  1490. 
Secondly,  he  b  right  in  the  *  loveliness*  of  fine  specimens  of  this  species  of  bind- 
ing :  more  especially  when,  as  above  intimated,  they  are  just  on  the  '  torn'  to 
an  ' ivory  tint:'  bat  in  the  unavoidable  attrition  incurred  in  replacing  these 
specimens,  or  taking  such  volumes  down  from  their  places,  both  die  delicacy  of 
the  tint  and  the  sharpness  of  the  ornaments  are  alike  speedily  injured.  Thirdly, 
as  to  the  «  Basil  books'  of  this  character.  Lisardo  is  right  in  their  genera] 
beauty  of  appearance,  especially  about  the  time  of  old  Conrad  Gemots  publica- 
tion of  his  '  BiMiotneco  UnwersaUs,* 1545,  folio— of  which  I  make  no  doubt  that 
very  numerous  copies  were  bound,  in  this  manner,  <  out  of  sheets,'  as  they  call  fr- 
aud just  at  the  period  of  its  publication.  My  own  copy  of  this  sine  qua*  am 
work  is  of  the  character  here  described ;  aud  so  are  at  least  five  or  six  others 
which  I  have  seen.  Indeed  Mr.  Bell,  the  bookseller,  of  Oondle,  happening  once 
to  alight  upon  a  similar  copy,  in  the  purchase  of  a  country  gentleman's  library, 
was  so  transported  with  it,  that  conceiving  it  to  be  unique,  as  well  as  exquisite, 
he  was  about  causing  the  volume  to  be  sent  to  London  for  my  inspection : 
but  this  unnecessary  expense  was  interdicted.  The  vellum  covers  mentioned 
in  the  Bibliomania,  at  page  158,  doubtless  belonged  to  a  Basil  book ;  and  h 
has  since  been  my  good  fortune  to  witness  numberless  other  similar  specimens, 
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LrsANDKR.  Are  the  preceding  the  most  usual  or  common 
forms  of  binding  in  ancient  times  ?  and  do  the  annals  of  the 
Fifteenth  Century  furnish  us  with  -  nothing  of  morocco- 
leather,  as  a  book-exterior  ? 

Lisardo.  In  regard  to  thejirst  point:  do  not  let  it  be 
supposed  that  I  have  exhausted  the  subject  of  the  various 
modes  of  ancient  book-binding.  I  said,  at  the  beginning, 
that  I  was  comparatively  but  ill  versed  in  this  weighty  and 
dusty  discussion ;  and  stood  in  need  of  all  the  indulgence  of 
my  auditory  to  put  up  with  the  scanty  and  superficial  manner 
in  which  the  aforesaid  '  weighty '  subject  was  to  be  treated. 
Yet  there  is  one  curiosity,  connected  with  the  antique  branch 

of  our  discussion,  which  merits  notice.     It  is  a  book  with 

< 

leaves  of  lead,  mentioned  by  Montfauoon,*  and  bound  in 

either  of  whole-length,  or  half-length  figures,  of  portraits  or  historical  subjects, 
of  arabesque  or  heraldic  ornaments— of  which  fac  similes  may  be  given  without 
end.  I  conceive,  however,  that  the  Zurich,  Geneva,  and  Lyons  books,  of  the  same 
period,  exhibit  the  more  rich  and  curious  similar  specimens  of  vellum  binding. 

*  a  both  with  leaves  if  lead,  mentioned  by  Montfaucon.']  In  the  Pal&ographia 
Greco,  p.  16,  the  authorities  of  Job,  Suetonius,  Frontinus,  and  Pliny,  are  stated 
in  support  of  the  existence  of  books  entirely  formed  if  lead.  Pretty  pocket- 
eompanionj  these  1  Against  the  consideration  of  their  weight,  was  to  be  taken 
|«n>  account  the  ductility  of  the  surfaces  of  die  leaves— whereupon  they  might 
plough  and  cut  away  as,  to  the  said  ancients,  seemed  most  fit  and  convenient. 
*  I  have  only  seen  one  of  these  leaden  books  (says  Montmucon)  which  contained 
eight  leaves,  including  its  cover  or  binding — also  of  the  same  material — '  rings 
fastened  through  the  side-extremity  of  each  leaf,  in  such  a  manner,  that  a 
rod  or  binge  [immissa  annulis  virga  plumbea]  running  through  the  rings, 
binds  the  book/  At  page  180,  he  enlarges  upon  the  description ;  and  gives 
tuso-tiniile  of  the  Binding-  from  which  the  accompanying-  plati,  upon  a 
stijsjitly  reduced  scale,  has  been  taken.  Montfiracon  '  found  the  original  during 
Ma  residence  at  Rome,  and  presented  it  to  the  Cardinal  de  Bouillon.  It  was 
about  soar  inches  long,  and  two  and  a  half  wide.  The  six  leaves  of  lead,  con- 
tained within  the  binding,  were  covered  with  hierogl ypbkal  ornaments,  of  which 
favf"«»*— i  as  well  as  very  ingenious  solutions,  are  also  given  by  the  same 
learned  antiquary.  Of  its  age,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  conjecture :  but 
the  subjects  relate  to  the *  mystical  figures  of  the  Basilidiani.'  Look  further,  if 
the  subject  entice  thee,  gentle  reader,  into  Mabillon  De  Rt  Dsphm.  p.  38,  and 
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the  following  manner — which  I  have  caused  to  be  copied 
from  the  pages  of  that  learned  antiquary.  Admit,  at  least, 
the  homeliness  of  its  exterior ;  and  fancy  in  what  a  state 
would  be  the  nerves  of  Lentvlcs — could  he  but  view  his 
favourite  binder  hammering  on  hmgts  in  order  to  secure 
ttrength  for  the  bade  of  some  choice  tome  from  the  press 
of  the  Aldd6es  or  the  Giunt«  !  But  for  the  copy  from 
Montfaucon — It  is  here. 


LoKBNiO.  I  rejoice  that  the  lapse  of  a  few  centuries  has 
made  such  improvement  in  the  '  biMiopegistic  art ' — as  you 
are  pleased  to  term  it. 

consult  Vossius's  note  upon  the  *  Membmisi  Direda  plnmbo '  of  Catullus,  p.  54: 

bot  more  especrall y  Schwar*,  Be  Ornament.  Libnr.  Vet.  p.  tot,  respecting  Ihr 
undent  usage  of  writing  upon  lead  and  brass. 
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Almansa.  How  I  should  shudder  if  my  favourite  %Uu8~ 
trated  Prayer-Book*  were  returned  to  me  in  a  similar 
condition  !  But  for  the  morocco-history,  dear  Lisardo  .... 

Lisardo.  I  am  not  surprised  at  the  attachment  of  the 
Fair  Sex  towards  this  species  of  binding,  which  is  at  once 
light,  elegant,  and  substantial.  As  to  the  earliest  period  of 
the  application  of  morocco  to  book-binding,  I  cannot  sup- 
pose it  to  be  much  before  the  time  of  Grolier  ;  although, 
in  all  probability,  that  still  earlier,  and  possibly  more  dragon- 
like Bibliomaniac,  Corvinus,  Kingqf  Hungary  f.  .  .  . 


*  favourite  illustrated  Prayer-Book,]  See  vol.  i.  p.  clxii,  respecting  the  above 
Lady's  manner  of  illustrating  a  prayer-book, 

t  DrqgonrUke  Bibliomaniac,  Corvinus,  Kino  of  Hungary.]  When  the 
reader,  at  page  449,  ante,  stumbled  in  a  sort  of  quiet  and  indirect  manner  upon 
the  name  of  Corvinus,  it  is  most  probable  that  he  was  not  aware  of  the  import- 
ance attached  to  that  extraordinary  character.  Lisardo  cannot  be  more  enthu- 
siastic towards  the  memory  of  him  than  is  his  annotator.  Prepare,  therefore,  ye, 
who  love  to  contemplate  the  bibliomaniacal  portraits  of  men  of  other  times,  not 
less  distinguished  for  wisdom  than  valour — prepare  for  some  few  pages  of  curious 
and  not  unpleasing  intelligence.  Mathias  Corvinus  succeeded  his  lather  to 
the  throne  of  Hungary  in  1457 ;  (the  very  year  in  which  the  first  Menta 
Psalter  was  printed-*-  oh  rare  coincidence !)  and  extended  his  reputation  as  a 
soldier,  throughout  Europe,  by  the  captures  of  Vienna  and  Neustadt  With  all 
the  military  skill,  he  possessed  all  the  passion  for  books,  (but  without  the 
characteristic  cruelty)  of  his  great  imitator,  Diego  Hurt  a  do  &  Mbndozza  ;• 
and  for  the  last  thirty  years  of  his  life  he  spared  no  expense  in  the  acquisition 
of  a  Library,  which  placed  him  upon  a  footing  with  the  most  illustrious  of  the 
Mbdici  race.  So  much  for  proheme,  or  *  prologue  to  the  swelling  act.' 

The  actions  of  Corvinus,  or  rather  the  history  of  his  library,  have  been  recorded 


*  It  is  old  Conrad  Gesner  who  mentions  this  illustrious  Spaniard :  illustrious, 
from  birth  and  family  connections— and  ambassador  at  Venice  when  Gesner 
saw  him  there.  Hurtado  was  fond  of  mathematics  and  philosophy ;  and  had  a 
noble  Library  at  Venice  filled  with  the  rarest  books,  especially  in  Greek 
literature.  Arlenius,  who  was  much  patronised  by  this  proud  and  wealthy 
ambassador,  shewed  «  old  Conrad  '  a  catalogue  of  his  library.  Bibl.  Universalis ; 
edit  1545,  fol.  204.  rev.  Frisius,  who  has  epitomised  and  enlarged  Conrad's 
work,  has  omitted  this  bibliomaniacal  anecdote  —to  which,  some  eighteen  months 
ago,  I  was  referred  by  my  friend  Mr.  Heber.  A  plague  upon  abridgments! 
Diego  Hurtado  a  Mendozsa,  however,  had  all  the  ferocity  of  his  countrymen.  A 
'  damned  spot '  in  his  bibliomaniacal  escutcheon. 

VOL.  II.  F  f 
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Belinda.  I  never  heard  of  such  a  book-dragon  as  that 
royal  gentleman . . . 

Lorenzo.  I  am  also  free  to  confess  my  ignorance  of  that 
tremendous  Bibliomaniac. 


by  a  multiplicity  of  writers.     Bellas,  Brassicanus,  Olahus,  Naldius,  Lambechis, 

Pflugk,  Nesselius,  .Maderus,  Jentchius,  Matthias  Ambrosias,  Paulas  Fabrus— 

(here  are  popular  authors,  carious  reader  I)  and,  latterly,  in  a  special  diatribe 

entitled  '  Dissertatfo  de  Regie  Budensis  Btbliothec*  Mathia  Corvini  Ortu,  Lqmt, 

Interitu,  et  Retiquiu*  by  F.  Xystus  Schier  (still  more  popular!)  published  at 

Vienna  in  1799,  8vo.    Tliis  tract  is  said  to  be  rare  in  our  own  country ;  bot 

Kollarius  (in  his  edition  of  Lambecius's  Comment.  De  Bibl.  Cesar.  toI.  ii. 

col.  959,  note  A)  supplies  us  with  a  knowledge  of  the  previous  writers;  and 

Jugier,  in  his  valuable  edition  of  Struvius's  Bibliotheca  Historue  LUterarut,  4*. 

1754,  vol.  i  p.  174,  has  availed  himself  of  the  pith  of  those  writers  which  are 

arranged  in  such  battle-array  by  Kollarius.    From  these  then,  we  gather,  but 

more  especially  from  Schier*s  curious  little  treatise— that  Corvinus,  first  of  all, 

paid  particular  attention  to  the  locality  and  construction  of  his  library ;  and  in 

short,  upon  the  authority  of  Olahus,  that  he  had  not  fewer  than  three  of  these 

libraries — *  in  different  parts  of  the  city  of  Buda,'  or  rather  in  '  the  citadel — 

but  two  of  them  were  much  inferior  to  the  one,  jn  the  description  of  which  we 

are  now  to  disport  ourselves.    Warton  (Hut.  EngL  Poet.  vol.  ii.  p.  417)  make* 

the  library  to  be  placed  in  a  *  tower;'  bat  Bonfinius  uses  the  word  *  an,'  and 

Schier  not  only  uses  the  same  word,  but  describes  the  book-room  as  '  unhu 

cameras  peralta  fornice  constrocta,1  p.  13.   This  magnificent  collection  then  was 

contained  in  a  sort  of  vaulted  gallery,  divided  into  three  parts :  a  fourth  part 

forming  a  sort  of  convenient  appendage  for  the  reception  of  visitors.    In  this 

fourth  part  were  two  stained  glass  windows,  and  two  doors :  one  of  the  doors 

opening  immediately  into  the  library,  the  other  leading  to  the  monarch's  private 

apartment,  where  he  might  slumber  upon  his '  gilt  coach,'  or  rejoice  his  heart  in 

the  perusal  of  some  exquisitely  illuminated  ms.  of  Virgil  or  Horace :  or,  according 

to  Pflugk— as  quoted  in  the  Be  Bibl  Nov.  Access,  ColL  Maderum,  1703,  4U>. 

vol.  i.  p.  313 — where  he  might  occasionally  enjoy  a  t&te-a-t&e  repast  with  his 

favourite  Regiomontanus.   Through  the  latter  of  these  doors  Corvinus  was  in  the 

habit  of  going  backwards  and  forwards  to  cbspel :  as  thus  prettily  warbleth 

Naldius  (edit.  Betian.  lib.  ii.  v.  1,  p.  611)  in  Latin  hexameters  upon  the  same 

subject : 

Quadratus  mediis  locus  in  penetralibus  ergo 

Existens,  cameras  testudine  sustinet  altas 

Incurva;  paries  quam  cinxerat  undiqae  fortis 

Decocti  lateris,  durique  a  robore  saxi ; 

Cui  genmuB  lucem  fundunt  a  fronte  fenestras 

Composite  vitreisque  coloribus :  in  nova  certe 
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Philemon.  And  I  am  alike  guilty  of  the  same  ignorance. 

Ltsandeb.  He  lived,  if  I  remember,  somewhere  about 
the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century . .  .  ? 

Lisabdo.  He  did  so :  but  is  this  the  whole  of  Lysander's 
information  concerning  him  ?  Oh !  for  the  narrative  powers 
of  Boccaccio  to  do  justice  to  the  name  of  that  truly  illus- 

Cnnctis,  qui  ▼eoiont  iliac,  spectacala  rerum. 
Inter  utramqoe  manens  una  sub  parte  resedit 
Lectulus  auratis  stratis :  ubi  regius  heros 
Saepe  K>let  placidum  membris  captare  qukteiu. 
Ostia  bina  manent  illic,  quorum  altera  mittunt 
Intro  quosque  viros :  mittunt  quorum  altera  Regem 
Inde  foras ;  quotiens  secreta  in  sede  locatus 
Solus  adesse  cupit  sacris,  hymnisque  cattendis. 

Like  all  •  true  sons'  of  tbe  Bibliomania,  our  monarch,  as  his  ardour  for 
books  increased,  was  compelled  to  build  another  gallery,  containing  two  distinct 
classes  of  books:  namely,  Oriental,  including  Greek,  Hebrew,  Syriac  Chaldaic, 
&c  in  one  class — and  Latin  Author*  in  the  other.  Tbe  ornaments  of  tbe  gallery 
were  sufficiently  rich  and  magical ;  but  among  them,  a  Celestial  Globe,  (as  the 
king  was  vastly  attached  to  astronomy)  of  exquisite  workmanship,  seems  to  have 
been  noticed  with  the  utmost  admiration  both  by  visitors  and  writers.  This  globe, 
executed  at  the  time  of  Corvinus's  election  to  the  throne,  was  supported  by  two 
angels  ;  and,  according  to  Pflogk,  had  the  following  distich  subjoined : 

Cum  Bex  Matthias  sutcepU  sceptra  Bohemaz 
Gentit,  talis  erat  lucida  forma  poll. 

And  Bonfmius  thus  makes  mention  of  it :  *  Ante  hanc  [bibliotbecam]  cubiculum 
est  in  absida  curvatum,  ubi  cslum  univbrsum  suscipcre  licet,  quo  spectat 
austram.'  Cell.  Mad.  vol.  i.  p.  315.  Corvinus,  however,  had  other  costly  and 
curious  appendages  to  his  book-rooms :  and  tiro  fountains,  in  particular— one  of 
stiver  and  the  other  of  marble—  have  afforded  subjects  for  the  poetical  as  well  as 
historical  muse.    We  will  disport  ourselves  again  with  Naldius : 

binos  modo  surgcre  fontes 

Optimus  ille  jubet  Musis,  Phoeboque  sacratos. 
Ex  illia  alter  pario  de  marmore  constat, 
Vectus  ab  Hetruscis  oris ;  argenteus  alter, 
Li  quo  celando  multum  consumpsit  et  artis 
Pannoniae  populus. 

Even  Politian  did  not  disdain  to  woo  his  muse  upon  the  occasion  of  these  fonts : 
(Politian—-  who,  in  the  dedication  of  one  of  his  works  to  Corvinus,  urges  his 
Majesty  to  let  him  execute  some  little  commission  for  him  by  which  his  library 
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trious  man — to  the  deeds  of  that  truly  royal-minded  mo- 
narch !  What  magnificence  was  there  in  Him  !  What  a 
love  of  splendour,  adapted  to  the  proper  objects  of  cost 

may  be  enriched)  '  for/  says  he,  <  I  observe  that  your  Highness  is  about  u> 
form  not  only  the  most  beautiful,  bat  the  most  extensive  library  in  existence') 
as  may  be  seen  in  the  pages  of  Schier— 

In  pontem  Unoari  Regis. 
Usque  Fluentina  vectum  est  hoc  marmor  ab  Urbe, 
Marhiac  ut  Kegi  largior  unda  float. 

Ft  Alterum 
Thasca  mauus,  Thuscum  marmor,  Rex  Ungarus  auctor. 
Aureus  hoc  Ister  surgere  fonte  velit. 

But  now  for  the  dear '  Bokbs  1 '  They  were  placed  upon  shelves  according  to 
their  classes ;  and  in  this  manner  were  covered  with  silk  curtains  or  hangings, 
adorned  with  silver  and  gold— or  probably  with  what  is  now  technically  called 
brocade  The  lower  recesses,  next  to  the  floor,  were  appropriated  to  something 
like  cupboards,  which  contained  MSS.  too  large  for  their  proper  places,  or  were 
of  a  character  not  easily  admitting  of  classification.  The  exterior  of  this  lower 
division,  or  probably  the  cupboard-doors,  were '  cunningly'  and  curiously '  carved 
by  the  skill  of  the  sculptor.'  The  books  were  chiefly  vellum  msb.  :  bound  in 
brocade,  and  protected  by  knobs  and  clasps  of  silver,  or  other  precious  metal. 
Well  therefore  might  Bonfinius  call  all  this — '  cultus  libborum  luxurio- 
sissimus!'  And  Pflugk,  catching  a  portion  of  his  predecessor's  inspiration, 
breaks  out  in  the  following  manner—.'  ingenti  sumptu  am plissimam  comparavk 
bibliothecam  :'  and  a  little  onward— '  Mathias  congessit  ex  omnibus  totius 
orbis  angulis  immbnsum  libbobum  thksaurum  tarn  MSS.  chartaoeorum  et 
membranaceorum,  quam  iuipresaorum.'  De  Bibl.  CoU.  Mad.rol.  i.  513*  ore.  All  the 
books  of  Corvinus  have  the  mark,  device,  crest,  or  insignia  of  the  monsrcb— wliidi 
was  a  black  enow  (borrowed  like  that  of  the  Roman— from  the  etymon  of  the 
name— Corvub)  with  a  ring  in  bis  mouth.  This  crest  I  presume  was  seen  upon 
the  first  leaf  of  the  book,  or  was  incorporated  in  some  elegant  piece  of  composi- 
tion by  way  of  title  to  the  work.  The  opposite  platb  is  an  illustration  of  what 
we  are  discoursing  about:  for  know,  book-enthusiastic  reader,  that  M^yy 
Corvinus  (r  Rex,  quern  recte  libbobum  Heluonem  appellaveris,'  says  Brass*- 
canus)  maintained  not  fewer  than  Four  Librarians  abroad  and  Thirty  Scribes  m 
Illuminators  at  hornet*  The  engraved  plate  forms  the  central  portion  of  an 


*  *  His  Majesty  maintained  four  Librarians  at  Florence,  under  the  inspection 
of  Naldius  and  other  clever  men,  whose  principal  occupation  was  to  transcribe 
all  the  bettermost  Greek  and  Latin  authors,  whose  works  could  not  be  convemV 
eutly  obtained  from  thence:  for  the  Art  op  Printing  [*dj  our  old  friend 
Erassicsnus  who  speaks]  had  not  at  that  time  sufficiently  struck  out  its  roots,  so 
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and  decoration  !  What  patronage  of  literature,  and  what 
encouragement  of  the  Fine  Arts  !  But  there  would  be  no 
end  to  the  flourishes  of  rhetoric  in  commendation  of  such 

illuminated  title  page  of  a  MS.  of  *  Philottrati  Heroica  et  lame*  Vita  SopMstarvm 
et  EfrittoUt* — translated  from  the  Greek  into  Latin  by  Bonfinius,  and  dedicated 
in  an  elaborate  preface  to  Cobvinus  himself.  *  This  title/ says  Lambecius  (Edit* 
KoUarii,  vol,  ii.  coL  953)  not  only  makes  express  mention  of  the  Library  of 
Corvinus,  bat  contains  a  portrait  of  the  Monarch/  &c.  Perhaps  a  somewhat 
similar  title-page  embellishment  graces  the  MS.  of  Chrytottom  de  Sacerdetio, 
described  at  col.  599  of  the  same  work.  The  reader  however  must  be  informed 
of  a  tiight  liberty  taken  in  the  annexed  engraving.  There  has  been  a  transposi- 
tion of  one  of  the  ornaments.  The  original  measures  upwards  of  14  inches  in 
length  by  more  than  9  in  width.  The  portrait  of  Corvinus  is  to  the  left  of  the 
central  piece,  in  an  elaborate  and  beautifully  arabesque  border ;  something  like 
a  similar  border,  but  narrower,  being  opposite :  while,  beneath  the  central  piece 
here  given,  are  seven  laureated  heads  which  encircle  the  royal  arms,  &c.  It 
will  be  evident  that,  as  the  dimensions  of  this  work  (to  which  add  the  '  capabi- 
lities' of  the  author's  purse)  would  not  allow  of  the  whole  of  this  embellishment 
being  executed,  the  most  interesting  portion  of  it  was  thought  advisable  to  be 
submitted.  Accordingly,  the  portrait  of  Corvinus  is  brought  into  the  centre ;  thus 
hiding  a  portion  of  the  inscription,  the  whole  of  which,  in  the  original,  is  as 
follows :  '  DIVO  Mattbije  Corvino,  Principi  Invictiu.  Vng.  Boc.  Que  Regi, 
PHUottrati  Heroica,  Iconet,  Vit*  Sophittarum  Et  Epittol*  Ab  Antonio  Bonfine 
traducte  et  In  Cor.  Bibliotkecam  Regia  Impenta  Relate.'  The  entire  embellish- 
ment (republished  byNesselius  and  Kollarius)  has  a  transporting  effect— but  what 
must  it  have  been  when  fresh  from  the  pencil  of  the  illuminator!  ?•  Yield,  yield, 


as  to  enable  the  King  fully  to  realise  his  eager  and  truly  royal  wishes  respecting 
literary  projects/  Schier,  p.  23.  Mow  for  the  testimony  of  another  ancient 
scribe.  '  I  have  heard  of  old  (says  Olahus)  how  King  Mathias,  during  his  life, 
had  always  in  constant  occupation  full  thirty  amanuenses  skilled  for  their  talent 
in  painting ;  and  with  most  of  whom  I  was  acquainted  after  tbe  death  of  his 
Majesty.  Their  occupation  consisted  chiefly  in  the  execution  of  Greek  and 
Latin  MSS.  Tbey  were  under  the  superintendence  of  Felix  Raousinus, 
whom  I  knew  when  he  was  an  old  man,  and  who  was  not  only  conversant  in 
Greek  and  Latin,  but  with  Chaldaic  and  Arabic  authors:  moreover,  lib  was 
skilled  in  a  knowledge  of  painting,  and  kept  a  pretty  sharp  look  out  upon  tbe 
performances  of  tbe  said  thirty  illuminators.'  But  it  should  seem  that 
Gherardo,  a  Florentine  artist,  [who  has  been  slightly  noticed  in  voL  i. 
p.  exxv] '  had  a  hand'  in  many  of  these  illuminations:  Schier,  p.  23.  What  if 
•  our  well  beloved*  Gherardo  executed  tne  frontispiece— of  which  a  portion  is 
given  in  the  annexed  flats!?  The  principal  librarian  of  Corvinus  seems  to 
have  been  Bartholomew  Fortius  ;  *  a  learned  Florentine,  and  writer  of  many 
philological  works/  says  Warton,  vol.  ii.  p.  418. 

*  Something  like  a  similar  embellishment  seems  to  have  graced  a  MS.  of  the 
version  of  Ptolemy  by  Trapesuntius,  in  the  same  library.    Schier  is  very  minute 
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an  extraordinary  character!  Quietly  and  soberly,  then, 
suffice  it  to  know,  that  Mathias  Cobvinus  was  King  of 

ye  Gboliers,  De  Thous,  and  Dianas  of  Poictiers  ....  But  tlie  Library  aS 
this  bibliomaniacal  king — exclaims  the  bipedical  Book  Worm!  I  obey  the 
summons  with  the  promptitude  of  Ariel 

The  number  of  volumes  contained  in  this  wonderful  collection  may  be  safely 
computed  at  thirty  thousand.  Some,  however,  have  pushed  it  tojifty  thousand :  but 
I  apprehend  computations  of  this  kind  are  generally  extravagant  Such  was  the 
tplendor  and  such  the  extent  of  the  Corvinian  Library,  when  Brasskamu, 
who  bad  been  an  eye-witness  of  its  grandeur,  broke  out  in  the  following  rap- 
turous strain.  '  Quot  libros,  tot  etiam  thesauros,  isthic  inspexi  Dii  Immortales! 
Quam  jucundum  hoc  spectaculuiu  fuisse,  quis  credat?  Tunc  certe  non  in  Bibfio* 
theca,  sed  in  Jo  vis  gremio,  quod  ajunt,  mihi  esse  videtur.'  He  then  goes  on  to  tell 
how  most  of  these  treasures  had  been  acquired  by  the  capture  of  Constantino- 
ple, and  the  purchase  of  Greek  MSS.  from  the  destruction  of  many  cities  in 
middle  Greece— concluding  thus:  '  Tantum  hie  erat  Latinorum  librorum  et 
veterum  et  recentiorum  (procul  tamen  ablegatis  omnibus  sophisticis)  ut  nusquam 
alibi,  quod  ego  quidem  sciam . .  .Vidimus  auctores  graecos  innumerabiles,  infinita- 
que  in  Poetas  fere  omnes  commentaria,  nemini  Doctorum,  aut  paucibus  omnibus 
visa.'  There's  for  you,  ye  Burneys,  and  Gaisfords,  and  Blomfiblds  of  the 
day !  But  the  fate  of  these  treasures  was  at  hand :  a  fate,  as  cruel  as  it  was 
premature  and  unexpected.    A  mournful  tale  is  now  to  be  told. 

What  the  immediate  successor  of  Mathias  did  (that  is,  from  the  year  1490* 


in  his  account  of  the  beautiful  ornaments  of  which  that  frontispiece  was  com- 
posed :  it  bore  the  date  of  1467.  See  bis  Dittertatio,  $c.  p.  72-5.  There  are  in 
the  public  library  of  Brussels  (according  to  La  Serna  Santander)  two  magnificent 
MS5>.  which  once  graced  the  library  of  Corvinus.  The  first  is  a  Latin  Evangefis- 
tariuro,  written  in  letters  of  gold  upon  the  most  beautiful  vellum — and  not 
inaptly  called  The  Golden  Booi.  It  had  become  the  property  of  Philip  II.  of 
Spain,  who  kept  it  in  the  Escurial  library  under  lock  and  key ;  and  it  is  said  to 
have  been  formerly  shewn  to  strangers  with  great  ceremonv  and  by  torch  light! 
'  However  this  may  be,  'tis  a  precious  morceau,  and  of  finished  execution,*  adds 
Santander.  The  other  MS.  is  a  magnificent  Missal  highly  illuminated.  See  la 
Bibliotheque  de  Bmtrgogne,  p.  39.   This  latter  must  be  the  same  which  is  noticed 
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maniacal  souls  feel  for  the  departure  of  each  other !  (Consult  vol.  i.  p.  200-208. 
respecting  the  book  achievements  of  the  latter.)  Corvinua  is  said  to  have  died 
of  an  apoplexy— while  he  was  busied  in  fitting  out  an  expedition  against  the 
Turks.  Whether  '  all  the  lions  which  were  shut  up  in  the  tower  of  Bods 
suddenly  died  at  the  same  moment/  we  need  not  stop  to  enquire :  but  the  follow- 
ing inscription  seems  to  have  been  placed  upon  his  tomb : 

Corvini  brevis  liaec  urna  est,  quern  magna  fatenttir 
Fata  fuisse  hominera,  facta  fuisse  Deum. 

De  Bibk  Coll.  Mad.  vol.  i.  p.  314 
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Hungary,  and  died  about  the  year  1490 :  having  devoted 
very  many  years  of  the  latter  part  of  his  life  to  the  amassing 
of  an  immense  libeaey,  at  a  time  when  Printing  could 

to  1526)  either  towards  the  increase  or  diminution  of  the  library,  may  not  be 
exactly  known :  but  I  believe  tbe  spirit  of  its  Founder  had  ceased  to  beat  in 
the  breasts  of  his  successors.  The  miserable  death  of  Louis  II.  on  the  plains  of 
Mohatsv  together  with  the  loss  of  the  flower  of  his  nobility,  seemed  to  expedite 
the  destruction  of  this  magnificent  library.  Soliman  II.  laid  siege  to  Buda  in 
September  1526.  The  city  was  taken  by  assault;  and  the  Library,  with  all 
its  exquisite  appurtenances,  became  a  prey  to  the  rapacity  of  Turkish  soldiers. 
The  bindings,  torn  from  the  precious  materials  which  they  protected,  were 
stripped  of  their  ornaments :  the  MSS.  were  either  burnt  or  trampled  to  powder : 
and  what  had  survived  the  fury  of  the  first  assailants,  was  crammed  into  a  sort 
of  subterraneous  vault  to  moulder  or  perish  as  chance  should  direct  Of  the 
'  thirty  five  thousand*  volumes  just  noticed,  scarcely  three  hundred  are  now 
known  to  exist :  although  Lambecius  reckoned  (bur  hundred.  Sambucus  secured 
a  few ;  but  it  is  not  true  that  Busbequius  became  possessed  of  any.  Jugler,  vol.  i. 
p.  176  :  Scliier,  p.  59,  79.  Warton  says  (on  the  authority  of  the  Coll.  Mad, 
Access,  vol.  i.  p  310,  and  Belius,  vol.  Hi.  p.  125)  that  *  Cardinal  Bozmanni 
offered,  for  the  redemption  of  this  inestimable  collection,  two  hundred  thousand 
pieces  of-£he  imperial  money:  yet  without  effect,  for  the  barbarous  besiegers 
defaced  or  destroyed  most  of  the  books,  in  the  violence  of  seizing  the  splendid 
covers  and  the  silver  bosses  and  clasps  with  which  they  were  enriched.  The 
learned  Obsopaeus  relates,  that  a  book  was  brought  him  by  an  Hungarian  soldier, 
which  he  had  picked  up,  with  many  others,  in  the  pillage  of  King  Corvinus's 
library,  and  bad  preserved  as  a  prize,  merely  because  the  covering  [what  an 
illustrative  anecdote  for  the  Eighth  Day  of  this  Decameron !]  retained  some 
marks  of  gold  and  rich  workmanship.  This  proved  to  be  a  MS.  of  the  Ethiopia 
qfHeliodorus ;  from  which,  in  the  year  1534,  Obsopeus  printed  at  Basil  the  first 
edition  of  that  elegant  Greek  Romance.'  Hist.  Engl.  Poet.  vol.  ii.  p.  418.  The 
name  of  the  soldier  was  Onoldinus.  (This  man  might  have  been  a  biblio- 
maniac !)  lntrod.  to  the  Classics,  vol,  ii.  p.  366. 

The  remains,  such  as  they  are,  of  this  once  stupendous  and  matchless 
Collection,  are  now  deposited  in  the  Imperial  Library  at  Vienna—thanks  to 
the  enterprising  spirit  of  Lambecius,  backed  by  the  generosity  of  the  then 
Emperor  of  Germany !  Lambecius  {edit.  Koliarii,  vol.  -ii.  col.  939)  has  given  a 
long  gossipping  account,  in  his  usual  manner,  of  his  mission  to  Buda  in  1666,  for 
the  purpose  of  recovering  the  remains  of  the  Corvinian  Library.  He  found  them 
in  a  crypt  of  the  citadel,  barely  lighted  with  one  window,  and  ventilated  with 
one  door—-'  about  400  volumes  in  number,  chiefly  printed  books,  and  of  com- 
paratively small  value — lying  upon  an  earthen  floor,  and  so  covered  with  dirt 
and  filth,  that  a  more  wretched  spectacle  could  scarcely  present  itself.   The 


462  EIGHTH    DAY. 

scarcely  be  said  to  have  attained  its  maturity  : — and  having 
exhausted,  both  in  the  architectural  decorations  of  his 
library,  and  in  the  embellishments  of  the  books  themselves, 
almost  every  thing  which  ingenuity  could  suggest,  and  the 
power  of  wealth  carry  into  execution.  He  was  the  Cosmo, 
or  the  Lorenzo  de  Medici,  of  Hungary :  call  him  by 
which  name  you  please. 

Lorenzo.  Where  is  this  Corvinian  Library  to  be 
seen? 

Philemon.  I  will  take  post-horses  ere  sun-set,  and 
borrow  '  the  wings  of  the  wind '  when  the  fleetness  of  my 
coursers  fail ! .  • 

Lisardo.  You  need  do  neither.  List !.  • .  The  library  of 
Corvinus  has  ceased  to  exist. 

Lysander.  Oh  horrible ! 

Philemon.  Tell  us,  I  pray  ... 

Lisardo.  Briefly  then ;  this  library  was  situated  at  Buda, 
the  capital  of  the  Hungarian  empire.    Soliman  II.  beseiged 

learned  Lambeciiu  might  have  gratified  his  reader  with  the  following  affecting 
passage  from  Richard  de  Bury's  PAtiooiMon— so  peculiarly  apposite  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case.  '  Delicatissimi  quondam  libri,  [exclaims  that  most 
enthusiastic  bibliomaoiacal  Lord  Chancellor  of  England— when  shall  we  see  •  bis 
like  again  ?*]  corrupt!  et  abhominabiles  iam  effecti,  murium  factious  cooperti,  et 
vermium  morsibus  terebrati,  iacebant  exanimes ;  et  qui  olim  purpura  vestiebantur 
et  bysso,  nunc  in  cinere  oc  cUkao  recubantes,  oblivioni  traditi  vkkbantur,  domi- 
cilia  tinearum.'  Pkilobiblon,  p.  30,  edit.  Own.  1599.  Three  MSS  only  (and 
those  of  the  Fathers)  were  permitted  to  be  taken  away.  But  in  the  year  1686 
Buda  was  captured  by  the  Austrian  arms ;  and  the  whole  of  these  ■  remains'  were 
transported  to  Vienna.  Pflugk  bat  given  a  catalogue  of  them.  They  consisted 
of  about  290  articles  ;  of  which  ouly  one  MS.  was  Greek ;  upwards  of  100  were 
Latin :  and  the  rest  were  printed  Books ! ! !  But  here  let  us  draw  a  curtain- 
not  of  gold-embedded  silk,  or  brocade,  like  unto  that  used  in  the  library  just  dis- 
coursed of— but  of  black,  impenetrable  crape/  The  imagination  sickens  to  dwell 
longer  upon  a  narrative  which  only  fills  the  eyes  with  tears,  and  causes  the  *  stout 
heart'  of  the  bibliomaniac  to  break  in  twain.  live  forever,  Mathias  Cob  tows 
King  of  Huugary ! ! ! 


EIGHTH   DAY.  463 

and  sacked  that  city  about  the  year  1526 ;  and  the  books, 
with  all  their  '  precious  garniture, '  fell  a  prey  to  the  in- 
furiated Turks ! 

Lysander.  Demons !  you  should  say. 

Lisardo.  I  can  sympathize  in  your  irascibility.  Yes : 
that  library,  vast,  rich,  precious,  and  costly  beyond  com- 
pare, was  wantonly  destroyed  by  the  rapacious  soldiers  . .  . 
and  all  the  remains  of  it,  at  present  existing,  are  dwindled 
down  to  some  three  or  four  hundred  volumes,  now  preserved 
in  the  imperial  library  at  Vienna  ! — shorn,  however,  of  their 
original  brightness.  So  true  it  is,  that  we  heap  up  riches 
and  '  cannot  tell  who  shall  gather  them.9 

Belinda.  Heart-rending  subject!  But  proceed,  great 
monarch,  with  the  morocco-narrative :  that  binding,  to 
which  you  are  pleased  to  say  our  Sex  are  so  partial. 

Lisardo.  Not  more  so,  I  believe,  than  our  own.  Of  the 
exact  period  of  its  introduction,  I  will  by  no  means  take 
upon  me  to  specify  anything.  Yet  I  have  doubts  whether 
the  use  of  it  were  general  before  the  time  of  Grolier  :  that 
well-known  and  munificent  Book-Collector  of  the  earlier 
part  of  the  Sixteenth  Century — upon  whom  Philemon  (as 
he  may  well  remember)  expatiated  somewhat  when  we  last 
met  to  discourse  upon  the  Bibliomania.* 

Philemon.  I  well  remember  the  circumstance :  but  do 
you  mean  to  take  up  the  '  morocco '  theme  without  first 
noticing  the  earlier  use  of  boards  covered  with  stamped 
leather? 

Lisardo.  Certainly  not.  On  the  contrary,  just  as  Belinda 
was  about  putting  the  question,  I  had  resolved  to  select, 
from  my  collection,  a  few  specimens  of  this  ancient  manner 

9  See  the  work  so  called  at  page  654. 
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ot  binding :  which  preserved  both  its  merit  and  identity  till 
stamped  vellum  seems  to  have  taken  the  place  of  it  I 
cannot,  however,  begin  without  calling  to  mind  the  ex- 
tremely  perfect  and  magnificent  specimens  of  this  oak 
leather-covered  binding  which  may  be  seen  in  the  choice 
collection  of  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Grenville ;  *  and  of  a 
similar  and  still  more  ancient  specimen  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  George  Nicol,f  Bookseller  to  his  Majesty.  Neither  of 
these  can  be  later  than  the  year  1472,  but  the  latter  is  more 
probably  full  twelve  years  earlier.  See  here,  however,  what 
I  have  caused  to  be  copied  from  the  calf-stamped  binding 
of  a  MS.  of  Claudian,  of  the  xmth  century,  in  the 
British  Museum.}     They  are  only  a  few  of  the  ornaments, 

•  choice  collection  of  the  Bight  Hon.  Thomas  Grenville']  It  is  the  Sfiba  Livy 
of  1470  to  which  LUardo  alludes.  Mr.  Grenville  has  recently  obtained  this 
wonderful  copy  of  the  rare  edition  here  mentioned  from  Mr.  Laing  of  Edinburgh. 
Both  its  interior  and  exterior  are  alike  magnificent ;  the  latter  being  in  what  we 
call  pure  monastic  binding.  I  have  seen  about  seven  copies  of  this  beautiful  pro- 
duction of  the  Spira-press— (of  which  there  exists  one  upon  vellum :  see  RbL 
Spencer,  vol.  i.  p.  130-2)  the  first  edition  of  Livy  with  a  printed  date — but  Mr. 
GrenviDe's  copy  (to  borrow  a  homely  bnt  not  very  inexpressive  phrase) '  flogs 
them  all!' 

t  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  George  Nicol.]  The  reader  has  before  had  a  sort  of 
flourishing  description  of  the  '  ancient  specimen '  here  alluded  to :  see  vol.  i. 
p.  339.  It  is  a  copy  of  the  Mazarine  Bible,  of  the  supposed  date  of  1455, 
printed  upon  vellum  :  and  such  another  copy  of  the  work  is  probably  no 
where  to  be  found.  Our  business  here  is  with  the  binding  of  it — which  exhibits 
the  central  and  corner  bosses,  upon  the  staniped-calf  covered  boards,  into  which 
it  was  originally  put :  possibly  under  the  superintendence  of  old  Fust  himself ! 
The  interior  is  richly  deserving  of  its  outer-coat — rude  and  rugged,  as  the 
morocco-smitten  collector  may  conceive  that  outer  coat  to  be  ! 

X  MS.  of  Claudian  of  the  xmth  Century  in  the  British  Museum.']  The  MS. 
itself  is  now  properly  preserved  in  a  new  binding  of  russia ;  but  the  old  one  was 
pointed  out  to  me  by  Mr.  Baber.  It  is  pretty  smartly  peppered  and  perforated 
by  the  ravages  of  our '  mortal  enemy '  the  Worm  :  see  p.  445  ante.  The  leather  is 
now  of  a  blackish  hue ;  with  its  interior  thick  vellum  coating  attached  to  it :  the 
whole  having  been  glued  (out  of  compliment  to  the  memory  of  Phillatius, 
see  page  426  ante)  to  boards.    Above  are  selected  only  the  different  ornament* 
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without  any  attempt  at  grouping  them  in  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  arranged  upon  the  old  cover.  Of  themselves, 
they  exhihit  nothing  interesting  except  as  with  reference  to 
their  antiquity.  In  the  original,  their  combinations  are 
really  not  divested  of  taste. 


I  will  now  continue  the  history  with  a  few  further  speci- 
mens of  this  character  of  stamped  calf  binding  ;  which  has 
been  recently  revived  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  J.  Hering.* 
Portraits,  or  small  historical  subjects,  are  however  rarely  seen 
before  the  year  1  -180;  as  arabesques  were  the  prevailing  orna- 
ment during  the  fifteenth  century.  They  began  pretty  early 
in  the  sixteenth  century  with  these  '  portraits,1  or  *  small 


upon  the  ei  tenor-con  cr :  the  limits  or  the  page  not  permitting  a  facsimile  of 
tbjgr  combination.  I  inspect  however  the  binding  to  be  much  Inter  than  the 
MS:  although  the  former  may  probably  be  of  quite  (lie  earlier  part  of  the, 
fifteenth  century. 

•  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  J.  Hering.']  Lorrt  Spencer  lias  recently  had  several  of 
his  earlier  printed  books  bound  in  this  maimer  by  Hering.  The  effect  is  very 
delicate  and  beautiful ;  but  we  do  not  yet  discover  the  sharp  and  deep  inden- 
tations of  our  bibliopegistic  forefathers.  What  perhaps  Mr.  Hering  has  rather 
failed  in,  is,  the  colour  of  the  leather.  '  Say  whaf  you  please,  there's  nothing 
like  leather.'  I  deny  this,  however,  '  lolis  viribus ' —  as  Serjeants  Gljn  and 
Hill  used  to  do,  in  mooting  taw-points — according  to  Boxrowe. 
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kistoricalivbjecta'' — as  the  following  specimens,  of  the  date 
of  1514,  may  prove.* 


About  a  dozen  years  later  (as  I  conceive)  is  the  composition 
of  the  Vision  of  Augustus,  exhibited  upon  the  same  kind 
of  binding — to  which  I  must  now  direct  your  particular 
attention,  f  Do  the  initials  below  designate  the  name 
of  the  artist  who  achieved  this  wonderful  deed?     It  is 

*  iptdrntn,  $  the  date  vf  1514,  may  prow.]  I  hsve  unluckily  lost  night  of 
the  volume  from  which  the  above  fac  simile  wu  token-  It  was  however 
printed  H  the  Atcrmim  Prat,  either  in  1514,  1511,  or  1316-  The  bindjag 
wu  certainty  coeval.  Generally  speaking,  I  apprehend,  Liurdo  ii  right  :Tii 
there  are  probably  few  specimens  of  <  portraits,"  or  ■  small  historical  subjects,' 
upon  the  outudes  of  binding,  before  the  year  1480. 

t  direct  yourparticularaniiitim.')  The  opposite  pliti  represents  the  subject 
above-mentioned  by  Lisurdo.  It  wai  taken  from  an  old  calf  cover— like  that  of 
the  Claudtau  just  mentioned  ;  which  was  lent  to  me  by  Mr.  Buckman  :  who  bad 
conceited  it  to  be  an  object  of  some  little  curiosity.  Perhaps  Lisanlo  docs 
not  attach  to  it  a  sufficiently  ancient  date.  Specimens  of  these  subjects  are 
however  endless. 


TAC-SlKiaE  of  the  ESETTEEUEC'S.  CaKiSJtlHIT  of* 
Bound  in  Lenlhfr:  about  the  year  13SO. 
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doubtful :  yet  we  have  occasionally  the  name  of  the  artist 
at  full  length  upon  these  book-covers,  f  as  thus— where  we 
read  the  name  of  Bloc.* 
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Sometimes  we  observe  an  inscription  without  a  name. 
Look  you  here — at  a  vastly  pretty  specimen  of  this  kind  !-f- 


*  tht  name  of  Bloc]  Consult  for  one  moment,  »ol.  i.  p.  clsiii,  where  mother 
bibliopegutic  artist,  of  the  name  of  John  Guilibibt,  is  noticed.  Bloc  and 
Gruilebert  seero  to  have  chosen  pretty  nearly  the  some  style  of  arabesque — 
mod,  ai  much  ai  we  know  of  tbem,  let  us  consider  them  as  the  Nuts  and 
EomYixua  of  their  art — at  any  rate  let  us  hope  they  were  '  fonuimti  ambo !' 

t  a  tustly  pretty  specimen  of  Ifcti  load.']  It  i)  the  uhole  of  the  side  cover  of  ■ 
caJPriuding  of  a  work  printed  at  Straabourg  in  1517,  entitled, '  Jocobi  Comitii 
FDrUJarm,  de  He  Miliiari  Libri  II.  lam  recent  ■edifi.'  I  take  the  binding  to  be 
what  is  called  coeral ;  and  it  may  be  considered  both  ■  fair  and  curious  specimen 
of  that  style  of  art  here  particularly  uiulcrconaideration.  My  friend  Air.  Douce 
(whose  library  contains  treasures  uf  every  description)  possesses  an  old  specimen 
of  book-binding  by  Iobib  di  Gut  est,  with  this  inscription — '  lorii  de  Gotten; 
use  liga/it  in  Gandam  [Ghent]  omna  smcti  mtgeti  tt  mvhtmgcii  dei  orate  pro 
ndm.'  Another  of  Mr,  Donee's  covers  lias  the  name  of  Iiqan  Nobbis.  The 
initials  ofLHiitwa  third  specimen. 
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which  may  serve  also  as  a  sample  of  what  was  generally 
used  till  towards  the  middle  of  the  Sixteenth  Century — 
where  we  may  take  our  leave  of  oak-covered  stakfed- 
calf  bindings. 
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Let  us  revert  to  the  '  morocco'  theme ;  and  with  it  to 
the  mention  of  Grolier.  Yet,  on  second  thoughts,  I 
cannot  take  upon  me  to  say  that  that  illustrious  Collec- 
tor was  the  first  who  set  the  example  of  binding  books  in 
morocco ;  for  if  my  memory  do  not  fail  me,  there  is,  in  the 
Cracherode  Collection,  a  specimen  of  something  like  morocco 
and  coeval  binding  in  the  Anthology  of  1494.*  However,  if 
you  please,  let  Grolier  have  the  merit  of  bringing  morocco 
into  vogue.  To  dilate  upon  the  beauty,  delicacy,  and  rich 
biddings  of  the  books  which  formed  his  matchless  collec- 


*  mmiethmg  like  morocco  and  coeval  binding  in  the  Anthology  of  1494.]   After 
a  careful  examination  I  cannot  make  up  my  mind  to  the  admission  of  this 
inference.    The  binding  is  undoubtedly  original ;  and,  of  its  kind,  hardly  to  be 
surpassed.    In  the  centre  of  one  side  is  an  indented  cameo-like  bead  probably 
of  Philip ;  while  on  the  reverse,  is  an  inscribed  head  of  Alexander.    No  other 
ornament  is  seen ;  and  there  are,  as  usual,  but  few  bands  at  the  back.    All 
breathes  a  quiet,  classical  taste,  while  the  leather  is  of  a  subdued  crimson  tint.  I 
never  look  at  this  lovely  volume,  (large,  white,  and  spotless— yet  alas!  not 
free  from  imperfection,  as  its  first  leaf  of  text  is  ms.)  without  calling  to  mind 
what  must  have  been  the  original  condition  (both  as  to  binding  and  interior)  ef 
Lord  Spencer's  vellum  copy  of  the  same  work!   That  copy  had  been  once  the 
property  of  Lorenzo  de  Medici  and  Leo  X.    It  was  obtained  by  his  Lordship  of 
Count  Revicksky ;  but  the  Count  (who  had  the  worst  possible  bibliopegistic  taste 
of  any  living  collector)  chose  to  part  with  the  original  binding  of  it,  for  a  spruce 
naming  red-morocco  vestment— with  a  pea-green  lining— firom  the  clumsy  tools  of 
Kalthoeber.    His  Lordship  endured  tbe  punishment  of  looking  at  this  frightful 
object  long  enough  j  when  he  sent  it,  some  twelve  months  ago,  to  Charles  Lewis, 
who '  turned  it  out  'an  article  of  consummate  taste  and  elegance.  Mr.  GrenvUle, 
who  has  also  a  vellum  copy  of  the  same  work,  (from  the  Mao-Cartby  collection) 
consigned  it  to  the  same  hands  to  be  modelled '  after  tbe  like  fashion.'    These 
cameo-like  stamped  covers  are  somewhat  uncommon.    Lord  Spencer  has  re- 
cently obtained  rather  a  desirable  copy  of  a  specimen  of  this  kind,  in  a  Sidonius 
ApoUmari*,  printed  at  Basil,  in  1542, 4to.    The  ornament,  in  hollow,  represents 
Pegasus  on  a  rock,  with  a  charioteer  driving  two  horses  towards  it     It  is  an 
oblong  oval  of  about  2  inches  by  one  and  a  half,  with  an  inscription  of 
OPS!* 2  KAI  MH  AOHinX.  (*  straight  forward  and  not  obliquely/)  Another 
similar  specimen  b  in  a  fine  copy  (in  ISmo.)  of  an  Italian  version  of  Appian's 
account  of  tbe  Cwil  War*,  printed  about  the  same  period,  among  Starer's  books  in 
Eton-college  library. 
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tkm,*  were  a  waste  of  words  and  of  time-  TheUbfiomttiiacal 
wodd— and  move  particularly  the  circle  I  am  now  address- 
ing— are  intimately  versed  in  such  a  'darling  themeJ 

*  kutnatchUmCoUaetian.']  Tim 'matcUen  collection 'of  Grofier  has  been  to 
frequently  described,  is  so  genenllj  known,  and  so  uoequivocallv  admitted,  that 
I  almost  agree  with  Iisardo  that  an  elaborate  account  of  the  Grolmr  Library 
would  be  equally  a '  waste  of  words  aod  of  time.'  '  Yet . . .  sssufatag,  if  you 
please,  good  mister  Bosavnciiis,  (exclaims  the  enthusiastic  lover  of  that  peat 
man's  memory)  respecting  this  same '  collection  '—some  little  gossip,  or  chitchat, 
or  notice,  or  memorandum,  would  be  extremely  delectable.'  Say  yon  so,  friends 
Mbvalcas,  Palmsrin,  Homobio,  and  Hippolito?!  Look,  I  beseech  you, 
into  a '  certain  werke  ycleped '  the  Bibliomania,  p.  654-6—'  wont  that  do?*  'As 
far  as  it  goes,  it  may*— replies  Honorio,  with  a  convulsed  energy  of  action  ■*  bat, 
"  a  little  onward  lend  thy  gliding  hand :"  give  us  some  mpplementaiQrvlenmmr 
As  I  prefer  supplements  to  abridgments  (see  the  damnatory  sentence  respect- 
ing Frisins's  abridgment  of  Gesner,  p.  465,  ante)  thou  abalt  be  aceoomndatod, 
excellent  Honorio;  hot  I  must  study « brevity'  as  mneh  as  the  ghost  of  Hamlet's 
mther. 

Having  In  the  pages  just  referred  to  given  the  reader  some  iiodptt  of  the  gentral 
beauty  of  Groliert  taki,  let  os  here  only  say  a  word  or  two  about  his  Cabinet, 
It  is  the  pleasant  Jacob  who  that  narrates,  cbiefy  om  the  eatharftyvof  DeTbou: 
*  ie  trenue  que  pour  vne  stole  fcis,  1\b»  aohepta  Je  cabinet  de  JiaxGrousr, 
natif  de  l#on,  Cheuafier,Vlscomte  d'Aguisi,  Thetnrfer  de  Milan  at  de  France, 
Phonneur  des  lettres  de  son  ttmpt,  et  le  plus  gjmnd  fechercheor  dfratiqujtei,  que 
da  long-temp*  east  para  dansce  Royaomef  lequeiapres  sa  mart  sjuoit  esm  porte 
iutqu'i  Marseilles  pour  estte  transport^  ft  Rome,  afln  cty  estre  vendu i  Ce  qui 
fut  dh  an  Roy  Charles  IX.  qui  cemmanda  que  Hon.  east  A  Aire  jepportet  ce 
Cabinet,  pom*  estre  joint  auec  le  aien,  saisant  payer  la  valenr  auz  ^ierinen 
dlcelpy  Groher,  ainsl  que  le  remarque  le  docte  Presideut  De  Thou,'  esc 
Truietl  des  pfes  belle*  BibUothtques,  1644,  8vo.  p.  474.  The  transaction  does 
honour  to  the  memory  of  Charles  IX.  Indeed  the  cuticle  of  that  monarch  had 
been  so  plentifully  punctured  by  the  bibliomaniaeal  lancet  of  his  famous  tutor, 
Jacques  Aktot,  that  such  a  measure  is  hardly  to  be  wondered  at;  especially 
when  it  is  known  that  Amyot  was  afterwards  appointed  Librarian  to  bis 
Majrsty  ;  and  that  his  master  increased  the  number  of  MSS.  in  the  royal 
collection  at  Fontsinebleau,  from  15  to  140-— not  including  the  printed  books. 
Etna  Hast,  sur  la  Bibl.  du  Rot,  178S,  8vo.  p.  ST.  The  dispersion  of  the  Grojlhr 
Library  was  undoubtedly  a  great  loss  to  the  lovers  of  belles  lettres  at  Paris. 
Jacob  seems  moved '  even  to  tears'  in  discoursing  upon  the  subject :  '  Entre  les 
grandes  pertes  qui  sont  arrinees  aux  muses  dn  debris  des  famenses  bibfotheqoeft, 
ie  puis  mettre  celle  de  feu  M*  Jean  GroBer  • . .  General  dee  finances  dn  Boy, 
qui  estoit  en  telle  estime  de  son  viuant  pour  la  rarenS  de  see  Bores,  et  le  grand 
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Suffice  it  to  say  that,  whether  in  calf  or  morocco,  his  binder 
appears  to  have  always  listened  to  the  instructions  of  his 
Employer :  for  books  with  larger  margins  are  no  where  to 

amas  de  ses  curiosites,  qo'elle  estoit  vne  merueille  de  son  siecle,'  &c  p.  589. 
He  then  quotes  La  Croix  du  Maine  and  De  Thou :  tbe  substance  of  the  latter  of 
which  appears  in  the  Bibliomania,  p.  656.  The  family  of  Grolier,  which  was 
Lyonese,  resided  at  Lyons  in  the  time  of  Jacob,  in  very  respectable  circum- 
stances. La  Croix  dn  Maine  notices  one  of  them,  of  the  name  of  Peter,  a  lawyer 
at  Lyons  in  1555 :  who  drew  up  a  pleading  in  behalf  of  a  poor  unhappy  lover, 
unjustly  detained  a  prisoner.  Juviguy  thinks  this  pleading  would  be  found  '  & 
la  suite  des  Arrets  d'AmomV  BibL  Franfoiie,  <Jc.  vol.  ii.  p.  286.  Vigneul- 
Marville  (edit,  1725)  seems  to  rejoice  in  the  possession  of  many  of  the  treasures 
which  came  from  tbe  Grolier  collection:  but  Lord  Spencer  has,  methinks,  a 
particular  cause  of  exultation  in  the  possession  of  Grolier's  own  (dedication) 
copy,  upon  vellum,  of  the  Budeut  de  Aue,  executed  at  the  Aldine  press  in 
1522,  4to.  and  dedicated  to  our  illustrious  bibliomaniac  by  that  distinguished 
scholar.  This  precious  book  was  purchased  from  the  Soubise  collection  (Cat, 
Scyhi$e,  no.  8010)  by  Count  Macarthy,  and  from  the  sale  of  the  library  of  the 
latter,  at  Paris,  by  bis  Lordship— against  the  bidding  of  the  Hoyal  book-pur- 
veyors. Oh  brave!  Let  us  put  the  finishing  stroke  to  these  Groluriana  by  a 
Jfoaimile  of  the  hand-writing  of  the  illustrious  bibliomaniac  here  discoursed  of, 
as  it  appears  in  the  Aldine  Boccaccio  of  1522— thanks  to  Mr.  Evans  for  the  hint 
of  its  existence,  and  to  Mons.  Van  Praet  for  the  trouble  of  procuring  the  fac- 
simile. 

lo  •  Cx vol  xtr<u  i-j  twdtfin  en/is 

I  know  not  why  Lisardo  should  omit  to  notice  the  ttylt  cf  binding  in  the  books 
of  Francis  I:  that  monarch  having  been  luxurious  in  the  extreme  in  the 
indulgence  of  the  bibliomaniacal  passion.  Whether  he  used  morocco  before 
Grolier— or  whether  his  library  at  Fontainebleau  consisted  chiefly  of  velvet  or 
silk,  or  brown  or  white  calf,  bindings— it  is  wholly  out  o(  my  power  to  determine. 
The  Emai  Historique  $ur  la  Bibliotheque  du  Roi,  1782, 8vo.  p.  24,  informs  us  that 
'  before  the  reign  of  Francis  I.  the  books  in  the  royal  collection  were  covered 
with  velvet  or  other  precious  stuffs,  of  all  modes  and  colours :  the  calf  bindings 
wore  very  simple,  and  differed  according  to  the  tastes  of  the  different  countries 
where  they  were  bound.'  I  make  no  doubt  however  of  the  MmaU  of  Francis 
having  received  vblvit  covertures.  Perhaps  Count  Hoym  and  De  Rome 
together  contrived  to  strip  tbe  lovely  volume  of  devotion,  described  in  vol.  i.  p. 
clxxvii.  of  its  original  binding  of  velvet,  for  the  more  flaunting  one  of  red  mo- 
rocco :  but  let  the  lover  of  curious  research,  and  costly  workmanship,  peruse  the 
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be  found.  And  as  for  exterior  ornament,  that  ornament  was 
generally  in  excellent  good  taste :  quiet  and  ample,  yet  rich 
and  flowing.  Look  at  what  I  have  caused  to  be  copied  for 
your  instruction.  This  was  the  usual  ornament  of  Grolier;* 
and  you  will  understand,  from  the  subjoined  inscription, 
that  he  wished  his  books  to  be  '  used  by  his  friends  as  wtB 
as  by  himself:9  Grolier  is  the  first  who  set  that  memorable 
example  of  liberality. 

Grolier  had  probably  a  host  of  imitators,  of  whom  the 
names  of  several  have  entirely  escaped  us ;  but  there  is  one 
name — that  of  Maioli — which  is  sufficiently  well  known  to 
experienced  collectors.  I  regret  to  say  that  I  am  absolutely 
ignorant  of  his  personal  history.  You  will  however  be  pleased 

tempting  description  of  a '  Perd'heures— foit  par  ordre  et  aux  depens  da  Ra  de 
France,  Francois  L  &c.  occ.  relic"  en  velours  rouge  et  dore*  sor  Tranche/  in  the 
Bibl.  Menartiana,  1780, 8vo.  p.  1.  no.  1. — which  produced  2065  lines  at  the  nk 
of  that  collection.  This  Missal  seems  to  eclipse  the  one  just  referred  to ;  snd  to 
be,  in  fact,  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  a  devotional  volume.  Where  is  its  present  resting 
place?  I  believe  no  bibliographer,  including  Naudi,  Jacob,  Gallois,  La  Cube, 
Formey,  fee.  has  told  us  how  the  books  of  Francis  were  generally  bound:  jet 
Lord  Speucer  possesses  the  Aldine  Lutut  &c.  in  Priapum,  1534, 8vo.  with  that 
monarch's  arms  and  device  (the  salamander)  upon  the  sides. 

*  the  usual  ornament  of  Grolier.]  See  the  opposite  cut  :  not  however  that 
very  many  others,  of  equal  beauty,  might  not  be  selected-— but  the  opposite 
embellishment  may  be  fairly  called  the  *  usual'  one  of  Grolier.  It  is  on  a 
reduced  scale,  as  the  original  is  a  full  sized  folio :  belonging  to  my  friend  Mr. 
Heber.  The  general  condition  of  the  binding,  in  brown  mellow-tinted  calf,  is 
such  as  to  rejoice  the  eye  of  a  collector  of  taste.  Indeed  I  know  not  where 
there  will  be  found  a  more  perfect  specimen ;  (including  the  back— which  i 
generally  impaired)  and  1  wish,  for  the  sake  of  its  owner,  that  sack  a  binding 
had  enclosed  some  curious,  or  <  rich  and  rare'  edition  of  a  Greek,  Latin,  or  Itahan 
poet :  or  some  impression  of  comical  old  French  poetry  described  hi  the  BaVfo- 
thiquc  Fnmcoife  of  Goujet :  or,  in  short,  almost  any  thing  but  what  it  dot*  endow ! 
Did'st  ever  hear,  classical  reader,  of  the  Chronicle  of  Freculphus— 1539. 
folio?  'Vox  faucibus  hasret.'  Memorandum:  in  the  accompanying  fec-sinuie 
it  must  be  observed  that  I  have  caused  both  the  inscriptions  or  mottos  of  Grolier 
to  be  engraved  on  the  some  side.  In  the  original,  the  author's  name  (frightful 
as  it  is)  is  found  in  the  centre  of  the  side,  beneath  which  is  the  liberal  motto  of 
*  Gbolibbi  it  Amicobum.' 


474 


EIGHTH   DAY. 


with  this  pretty  specimen  of  the  binding  of  his  books,  with 
which  the  library  of  our  host  has  furnished  us.*    The 
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name  of  Maioli  is  eagerly  hunted  after  by  modern  biblio- 
maniacs ;  but  in  the  rival  Poliphilos  of  these  two  colossal 
collectors,  we  cannot  but  acknowledge  the  triumphant  supe- 
riority of  the  Grolier  copy.-)*     However,  Maioli  thought 

*  the  library  of  cur  Host  has  furnished  «.]  See  the  opposite  cut.  Lord 
Spencer  bos  a  similar  pattern  in  the  Aldme  Aulus  GelUus  of  1515,  once  the  copy 
of  Maioli.  Quick,  curious,  and  loquacious  as  oar  Gallic  neighbours  are,  they 
have  suffered  their  literary  annals  to  be  wholly  barren  respecting  the  name  of 
Maioli.  The  Dictomunre  Untvertcl  passes  it '  sub  silentio.'  Nor  do  the  instruc- 
tive pages  of  Tiraboschi  furnish  us  with  any  clue  (if  Maioli  be  an  Italian)  to  the 
pedigree  or  memoirs  of  the  bibliomaniac  iu  question.  I  would  give  three  uncut 
Aldmet  (of  whatever  kind)  for  permission  to  make  transcripts  from  the  original 
correspondence  of  Gkolisii  and  Maioli  !— for  that  tuch  men,  with  such  taste's, 
living  at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  country,  with  each  other,  must  have 
corresponded— is,  to  my  humble  apprehension,  almost  mathematically  certain. 
What  '  plcsaunt '  tales,  what  pithy  and  pungent  anecdotes,  respecting  large 
paper,  vellum,  and  illuminated  copies . . .  what  confessions  of  rivalry,  and  what 
triumphs  of  superiority  would  such  a  correspondence  disclose  ? 

t  triumphant  superiority  of  the  Grolier  copy.']  The  worthy  Mr.  Payne,  of 
bibiiopolistic  renown,  was  extremely  anxious,  when  I  visited  the  British  Museum, 
that  I  should  pay  especial  attention  to  the  Maioli  copy  of  the  Poltphilo  in  the 
Cracherode  Collection :  — '  for  (says  he)  I  am  pretty  sure  that  it  runs  the 
GaoLian  copy  very  hard  —  if  it  does  not  beat  it  hollow.'  As  I  had  a  sort  of 
partiality  for  this  said  Grolier  copy— having  given  a  very  elaborate  (does  the 
saucy  reader  say '  long-winded  r*)  description  of  the  contents  of  it  in  the  Bu\L 
Spencerianot  voL  iv.  p.  145,  I  was  naturally  anxious  (though  by  no  means 
nervous  or  fearful)  to  make  a  comparison  between  these  rival  tomes.  The 
result  of  the  comparison  proved— the  fallacy  of  Mr.  Payne's  supposition! 
Grolier  had  the  better  of  Maioli  in  height  by  full  half  am  inch  ;  while  in 
colour  and  breadth  he  shewed  an  equally  manifest  superiority.  Mr.  Payne 
receded  the  intelligence  of  the  discomfiture  of  Maioli  with  unexampled  compla- 
cency and  self-possession  . . .  but  since  that  event  I  have  discovered,  whenever 
the  name  of  Maioli  has  been  pronounced,  a  sort  of  hurried  or  nervous  action  of 
the  right  hand— or  rather  of  the  finger  and  thumb  of  the  same  hand  :— so  as  to 
scatter  abroad  '  the  pungent  grains  of  titilating  dust '  which  '  ever  and  anon '  he 
draweth  out  of  his  «  pouncet  box.'  The  book-world  knows  full  well  that  Lord 
Spencer  is  the  fortunate  owner  of  the  Grolier  Potiphilo :  the  binding  of  which 
evinces  the  same  superiority  over  Maioli's  copy  as  do  its  dimensions  and  con- 
dition. However,  the  Maioli  copy  furnished  me  with  the  above  monogram  of 
the  name  of  its  owner,  upon  the  centre  of  one  of  the  sides;  which  I  do  not 
remember  to  have  seen  in  any  other  specimen  of  the  binding  in  question. 

Mr.  Singer  possesses  a  carious  volume  or  two  from  the  library  of  Maioli j  each 
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proper  occasionally  to  put  his  monogram  upon  the  exterior 
of  his  own  copy,  thus — which  rarely  occurs. 


From  the  mention  of  these  two  well-known  names,  the 
transition  to  that  of  Be  Thou  seems  natural  and  quick. 
Yes,  illustrious  Thcanus  !  (for  the  ladies  are  hereby 
informed  that  the  latter  is  only  the  latinised  appellative  of 
the  former)  thy  name,  of  greater  celebrity  than  either  of 
those  previously  pronounced,  shall  '  live  for  aye '—  •  not 

in  characteristic  binding,  and  potiiblj  in  better  taste  (ban  the  above  eihibired 
by  Iiaardo.  An  Italian  edition  of  the  Pashm  if  David,  printed  in  1554,  4m.  it 
one  of  those  treasure! ;  and  what  renders  it  a  lingular!;  felicitous  specimen,  it 
appear!  to  have  been  preriously  Grolier's  own  copy — as  bis  hand-writing  (in 
the  inscription  of '  Portia  max  damme  ail  in  (rrru  vitinttiu)  is  in  the  tide-page  of 
the  book,  beneath  a  scriptural  text  written  alio  by  the  same  band.  The  rem* 
tide  of  the  bunting  exhibits  thii  fantastical  motto  :  .  INIMICI .  MET. .  MEA. 
MICUT.  NON.  HE.  MICHI.  An  Aldine  QvmIm  Curiiai  of  15M  it  lbs 
second  of  Mr.  Singer's  Maioli  treasurei,  in  rery  tasteful  red  morocco  binding. 
It  is  LowTTcr  due  to  the  tame  judictODi  collector,  to  say,  that  in  his  GaoLiaa 
large  paper  copy  of  Lariut,  dt  Gentium  aiiquM  Mignaitmibvi,  ifc.  Boci,  1557. 
folio,  he  possesses  the  richest  specimen  of  the  Grotter  binding  which  I  remem- 
ber to  have  seen :  but  as  a  specimen  of  varied  and  gracefully  flowing  ornament , 
1  hardly  know  what  to  pronounce  superior  to  the  same  gentleman*!  copy  of 
Lt  Timet  dt  Plates,  1581,  4to.:  in  olive  colour  calf;  bound,  I  suspect,  MCte- 
where  towards  the  year  1600.  A  pretty  brochure  might  be  composed  in  endea- 
Touring  to  appropriate  these  old,  elegant,  but  generally  nameless  treasures. 
There  would  be  no  end,  in  tbe  present  place,  to  detail  and  idle  conjecture. 

■  iLtvsraiousTHUiNos!.  .  .  tno  nme  '  tfcaU  iiw/or  aye. ']  Whatever  may 
be  the  degree  of  enthusiasm  cherished  by  Lisardo,  towards  the  name  and 
memory  of  De  Thau,  I  cannot  suffer  it  to  predominate  over  that  indulged  by 
his  annotator.  Yet  let  me  beware  of  a  frightfully  long  note,  similar  to  tbe  CWts> 
ni«  achlerement ;  (tee  page  455,  ante)  as  tome  little  retpecting  the  library  of 
Thoinoi  will  be  found  in  the  Bibliomania,  y>.  It9.  Here  then  followeth  a  top- 
jrfemeut  thereto.  James  Augustus  Tiiuiwirs,  or  Di  Taou,  was  the  tbird  mo  of 
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only  as  a  Book-Collector,  but  as  an  able  diplomatist,  a 
skilful  scholar,  and  a  generous  patron. 

Christopher  de  Thou,  first  President  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  &c  fitbt 
and  was  bom  in  the  year  1553.  His  infancy  was  sickly  in  the  extreme ;  so 
ranch  so,  that  his  life  could  scarcely  bave  been  insured  far  2*  hours  till  he  lisul 
reached  his  fifth  year.  Niceron  is  communicative  enough  upon  the  diet  of  his 
early  yuuih  i  see  his  Mimoirtt,  &c  vul.  ii.  p.  309,  &c.  The  cure  of  his  health 
was  the  principal  occupation  of  those  around  him,  even  until  his  tenth  year— and 
his  chief  amusement,  during  this  period  of  in&ntine  debility,  was,  the  exercising 
his  pencil  in  iUumnotfmr  precious  little  scraps  of  old  vellum  MSS.  What  an 
earnest  of  his  future  biblioman  local  career  1  He  wM  brought  np  to  the  church, 
and  studied  under  his  uncle  Nicholas  DeThou,  in  the  douteri  of  Noslre  Dome  [ 
and  on  his  uncle's  advancement  to  the  episcopacy,  he  succeeded  to  a  canunry  in 
the  cathedral  which  had  become  vacant  by  such  promotion.  Fourteen  years  of 
his  life  were  devoted  to  the  peaceful  occupations  of  the  cloister  ;  and  here  (says 
Niceron) '  be  began  to  lay  the  foundation  of  his  library,  which  in  the  end  was 
so  vast  and  to  celebrated.'  Whatever  were  his  bibliographical  or  bibliomaniacs! 
theories,  he  had  soon  an  opportunity  of  improving  them  by  experience  ;  fur  in 
1573  he  travelled  into  Italy  with  Paul  de  Foil ;  and  returned  from  such  tour 
enriched  iu  books  and  in  knowledge.  How  many  large  paper  AUuta,  or  uncut 
Gnustos,  he  purchased  during  this  excursion,  is  not  upon  record. 

On  the  death  of  his  brother,  De  Thou  left  the  church  and  took,  to  the  senate  -, 
where  he  was  daily  advanced  in  the  confidence  of  the  king,  and  where  he  quickly 
shewed  how  admirably  fitted  his  talents  were  for  diplomatic  negotiation.  I  will 
have  nothing  to  do  here  with  hia  public  life.  Trust  is  almost  every  where  recorded. 
Nor  wilt  I  touch  upon  his  literary  fame—built  upon  his  immortal '  Hittcry  of  nit 


t  Mammcrt  Patjsson,  who  married  the  widow  of  old  Robert  Stephen,  and 
wno  appears  to  have  printed  with  his  very  types,  (see  La  Coilte,  p.  161)  pot 
forth  a  beauteous  quarto  tome  in  1583 — the  year  after  Christopher  De  Thou's 
death— en  titled '  V.  Junius.  CA™s<h>Aot  Ttmmi  Ttmvla '  filled  with  threnodakal 
strains,  in  almost  all  languages,  respecting  the  same  character.  A  fine  copper- 
plate portrait  of  bim  is  on  the  reverse  of  the  title-page.  I  mention  this  chiefly 
to  notice  a  copy  of  Patisson's  boot,  upon  large  paper,  (lately  in  the  possession 
of  Mr.  Edwards,  and  now  in  thai  of  Sir  M.  M.  Sykes,  Bart.)  which  had  not 
only  belonged  to  our  De  Thou,  but  has  the  bindimo  (in  olive-colour  morocco) 
completely  covered  with  representations  of  tears.  This  .Vioot-sty le  of  book- 
coverture  is  at  least  a  testimony  of  the  filial  affection  of  unr  great  bibliomaniac  : 
whose  arms  are  in  the  centre,  but  snnnc-untrd  with  a  cherubic  head  instead  of  a 
helmet — the  crest  of  the  father.  If  the  curious  reader  wishes  for  a  specimen  of 
these  tears,  I  present  him  with  the  following — precisely  as  they  are  seen  on  the 
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Lorenzo.  A  whole  day  might;  be  well  devoted  to  an 
illustration  of  his  public  and  private  character:   but  you 


own  Times.'  These  things  are  pleasant  to  notice ;  as  they  shew  us  the  ' 
tides'  of  liberal  minded  and  public  spirited  Bibliomaniacs.  In  1593  De 
Thou  succeeded  Amyot  to  the  principal  Librarianship  of  the  Royal  Collection ; 
and  had  been  scarcely  seated  two  years  in  his  velvet  chair  of  presidentship,  when 
he  was  accessory  to  the  restitution  of  the  famous  MS.  Bible  of  Charles  the  Bali* — 
which  the  rogues  of  <  religious/  at  the  abbey  of  St  Denis,  were  about  to  dispose 
of  for '  filthy  lucre.'  What  a  moment  of  happiness  was  this  to  a  man,  with  a 
mind,  and  in  a  situation,  like  De  Thou !  Meanwhile  his  own  library  '  kept 
moving.'  ('  Tires  acquirit  eundo,'  is  a  good  motto  for  the  De  Thou*  of  the  present 
day!)  We  learn  from  the  compilers  of  the  BibL  Thuana,  1679,  8vo.  p.  6, 
(re-echoed  by  M.  de  Vigneul-Marville,  in  his  Melanges  <T Hist  aire  et  de  Lite- 
rature, 1700,  vol  i.  p.  24)  that  our  De  Thou  had  purveyors  in  all  countries  to 
secure  '  large  paper,  or  fine  paper  copies.'  Yet  MarviUe  goes  further :  he  not 
ouly  says  that '  when  any  work  was  printed  at  Paris,  or  abroad,  he  took  care  to 
secure  two  or  three  copies  upon  fine  or  large  paper,  expressly  for  himself,  and  at 
his  own  expense— but  that '  he  usually  purchased  several  copies,  from  which  he 
selected  the  most  beautiful  sheets,  and,  from  them, composed  one  super-eminent 
copy.'  This  sentence  was  well  applied  by  Mr.  Evans  to  the  De  Thou  copy  of 
M<mstrelet*s  Chroniques  de  France,  which  was  sold  at  the  sale  of  Col.  Stanley's 
library  (no.  713)  for  136X  10s.  and  purchased  by  Sir  ftt  M.  Sykes,  Bart  Over 
that  copy  the  late  Reverend  Clayton  Mordaunt  Cracherode  is  reported  to  have 
breathed  '  the  long-drawn  sigh' — and  once  only,  in  his  life,  to  have  indulged 
something  like  an  inclination  to  break  the  tenth  commandment  It  is,  beyond  all 
doubt,  among  the  most  resplendent  instances  of  the  union  of  fins  and  la  bob 
pater  that  can  be  mentioned.  If  these  books  had  been  coated  in  the  manner 
which  distinguished  De  Thou's  copy  of  Salvianus's  History  of  Fishes,  <£c.  (Rome, 
1554,  folio)  which  was  in  the  collection  of  Mr.  Edwards,  (BibL  Edwards,  no.  757) 
and  which,  almost  on  that  account  alone,  produced  the  enormous  sum  o(3QL  10s. 
nothing  could  have  presumed  to  compete  with  them  1  Yet  the  binding  of  the 
Monstrelet,  in  red  morocco,  was  rich  and  judicious. 
The  condition  as  well  as  the  choice  of  his  books  were  objects  almost  equally 


*  It  was  taken  to  Paris,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  De  Thou,  on  the  S3rd  of 
October,  1595,  by  Edmund  de  Vein,  keeper  of  the  archives  of  St  Denis.  A 
very  particular  and  interesting  account  of  the  contents  of  it  is  given  in  the  Earn 
Historique  sur  la  Bibliotkeque  du  Rot,  1783,  p.  35,  note ;  concluding  thus :  '  Ce 
precieux  manuscrit  est  sur  velin,  il  est  de  forme  in  folio  max.  relte  en  inaroqum 
rouge,  du  terns  de  Henri  IV.  aux  armes  de  France  d"un  cote*  de  la  coverture, 
avec  la  letter  H  couronnee  empreinte  en  or,  placee  aux  quatre  coins,  et  acconv 
pagnee  de  fleurs  de  lys  d'or  aussi  couronnees ;  de  Pautre  cote  il  y  a  ansa  la 
meroe  lettre  etles  fleurs  de  lys  d'or  avec  cette  legende  au  milieu,  a.  mi.  Patbis 
Patbije  Vibtutum  Restitutobis.'   See  also  vol.  L  p.  xuu,  note. 
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will  probably  confine  yourself  to  what  is  pithily  and  per- 
tinently called  De-Th&UrCopies  of  books  ?  • . 

Lisahdo.   I  will   strictly  confine  myself  to  that  point 


imperative  with  De  Thou :  and  even  Henry  Stephen  and  Isaac  Casanbon  could 
not  refrain  from  expatiating  upon  the  beauty  both  of  the  interior  and  exterior  of 
his  volumes — '  in  delectu  editionum  (says  the  former  in  his  preface  to  his  Auiut 
Geliiui)  Typographicarom  tantnm  iudicij  adhibes,  quod  quanta)  majore  in  pretio 
tibi  est  aliquod  voluraen,  eo  pretiosxobb  inteoumbnto  et  velut  indumento 
ornas:'  etc  And  Casaubon,  writing  to  Franciscus  Vertumienus,  a  celebrated 
physician  at  Poitiers,  thus  pleasantly  makes  allusion  to  the  magnificence  of  De 
Thou's  collection :  '  I  use  (says  he)  your  edition  of  Celsus ;  concerning  which  I 
had  lately  some  conversation  with  the  illustrious  De  Thou,  when  we  were 
together  in  his  library — and  when  he  instantly  took  down,  from  his  richly 
furnished  book-shelves,  a  volume  of  Capellanus  Archiatrus,  and  shewed  it  to  me.' 
Jacob,  p.  57$.  Thus  our  De  Thou  ran  his  magnificent  and  enviable  course  till 
he  was  taken  away,  from  the  society  which  adored  him,  in  his  64th  year ;  dying 
in  1617.  His  son,  of  the  same  name,  erected  a  mausoleum  to  his  memory,  with 
an  inscription  which  may  be  seen  set  forth  in  appropriate  capitals  in  the 
Dissertation  sur  Us  Bibliotheques,  1758, 8vo.  p.  17 — together  with  a  brief  memoir 
of  his  life  and  services  towards  the  Royal  Library  of  France.  De  Thou  left  the 
whole  of  his  library  and  coins,  ore.  with  strict  injunctions  not  to  be  disposed  of — 
'dividi,  vendi,  ac  dissipari,  veto' — are  the  words  of  bis  will,  as  selected  by  Jacob 
in  his  Trakti  de*  Bibliotheques,  1 644,  8vo.  p.  566.  Jacob  was  living  when  De 
Hum's  son,  James  Augustus,  was  in  possession  of  his  father's  library  in  its  full 
equipment ;  and  he  describes  it  thus :  '  Cette  bibliotheque  possede  plus  de  8000 
volumes  des  plus  rares  et  curieuz,  qui  ont  est£  recherchez  dans  PEurope,  uuec 
vne  despence  excessiue,  lesquels  sont  tous  reliez  en  maroquin  el  vk.au 
dorez,  [the  binding  of  his  library  cost  De  Thou,  according  to  Bullialdus,  vide 
infra,  $0,000  crowns]  qui  est  encore  vne  autre  grande  sumptaosite'  de  ce  Paroasse 
des  Muses.  Quant  aux  Manuscrits,  il  y  en  peut  auoir  milles  tons  de  grande 
consideration,  lesquels  serueut  iournellemet  aux  impressions,  comme  il  se  void 
par  les  liures,'  p.  567.   The  whole  of  Jacob's  account  is  worth  perusal. 

The  subsequent  fate  of  the  Library  b  told  in  a  few  words.  Upon  the  death 
of  his  son  James  Augustus,  in  1677,  it  was  resolved  to  dispose  of  it  by  public 
auction ;  and  Dn  Fuy  and  Quesnel  were  employed  to  draw  up  a  catalogue  of 
the  books— -which  appeared  in  the  year  1679,  in  S  8vo.  volumes— with  a  preface 
containing  a  brief  history  of  the  collection  by  Bullialdus :  '  mearam  esse  partium 
duxi,  (says  the  latter)  memoriam  saltern  illias  tarn  immense,  tamque  exkniss 
Hbrorum  collections  conservare,  quoin  integrals  retineri  non  posse,  omnes  literati 
lugeot.'  In  this  preface  we  are  told  that  during  the  life  time  of  Thuanus,  <  his 
library  might  be  called  the  Asylum  or  Place  of  Roftge,  of  literary  men — who 
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only;  for,  as  you  well  observe,  my  brave  Lorenzo,  the 
longest  summer's  day  would  be  inadequate  to  render  com- 
plete justice  to  the  celebrity  of  that  extraordinary  character. 
Briefly  then,  let  me  remark,  that  whatever  may  be  our 
doubts  respecting  the  prevalence  of  morocco-binding  in  the 


seemed  to  flock  together  there  as  if  impelled  by  one  common  bond  of  sympathy  ■ 
here  too,  it  was,  that  its  noble  proprietor  used  to  enjoy  his  hours  of  leisure, 
free  from  domestic  cares,  and  forensic  business!'  Baillet,  in  his  Jugemau  des 
Savons,  vol.  ii.  pt,  1 ,  p.  2S9,  makes  a  great  fuss  about  this  catalogue ;  perhaps 
much  more  than  it  merits.  Peter  and  James  Puteanus,  who  were  domesticated 
in  De  Thou's  house,  full  SO  years,  had  the  alphabetical '  dressing'  of  it.  Lord 
Spencer  has  a  copy  upon  large  paper,  with  a  title-page  of  the  date  of  1704 ; 
evidently  manufactured  for  a  folk)  book.  The  preface  of  the  Soubite  Catalogue 
gives  us  the  further  history  of  the  Library  in  question. 

The  President  ok  Men  ars  purchased  it  en  masse  shortly  after  the  publication 
of  the  catalogue  just  described ;  and  Santeuil  celebrated  this  purchase  in  some 
very  affecting  Latin  verses,  published  on  the  occasion.  It  was  afterwards  bought 
of  the  heirs  of  the  President  de  Menars  by  Cardinal  de  Rohan— who  incor- 
porated his  own  library  with  it,  and  added  greatly  to  its  treasures.  The  author 
of  the  Dissertation  tur  let  BibUothtquet,  1758>  8vo.  p.  54,  seems  to  have  been 
well  acquainted  with  it  during  the  life  time  of  the  Cardinal,  who  died  at  the 
Hotel  de  Soubise,  at  Paris,  iu  1757,  aged  sixty.  He  says  the  library  '  was 
numerous  and  choice,  and  esteemed  for  its  beautiful  bindings  and  excellent  edi- 
tions.1 The  Abbe*  Oliva,  who  was  librarian,  made  a  ms.  catalogue  of  it  in  25  Mw 
volumes.  The  Prince  Soubise  became  a  lineal  successor  to  the  Rohan  pro- 
perty ;  and  on  the  inevitable  dispersion  of  his  library,  after  his  death,  by  public 
auction,  in  1788,  the  De  Tfunt't  Copies  put  on  wings  and  took  flight  into  all  parts 
of  the  world.  A  plentiful  flock  of  them  reached  our  own  shores ;  and  Lord  Spen- 
cer's bibliomaniacal  nets  luckily  enclosed  a  good  number  of  these  precious  book- 
birds— which  may  be  seen  both  in  London  and  at  Althorp.  1  incline  to  think  that 
the  younger  Robert  Stephen  and  Patisson  (the  latter  of  whom  married  old  Robert's 
widow)  were  frequently  in  the  habit  of  gossipping  with  De  Thou  in  his  library, 
as  well  as  of  printing  for,  and  procuring,  him  fine  books.  A  *  pleasant  conceited 
story'  b  told  in  the  Menoguata,  connected  therewith :  <  M.  de  Thou  rendit  sa 
charge  dans  llntention  d'etre  ChanceJier,  ou  Premier  President,  mais  il  ne  put 
obtenir  ni  rune,  ni  1'autre  de  ces  dignitei.  Dans  ce  temps-la  Robert  Etienue  eat 
tin  proces  contre  une  personne  qu'il  accusoit  de  loi  avoir  pris  sa  flute,  et  le 
perdit  Quekrae  terns  apres  il  alia  voir  M.  de  Thou,  qui  le  railla  sur  son  proces 
perdu,  en  lui  disant :  "  Hon  de  Cavr  et  de  Procet."  Robert  Etierme  qui  savoit 
que  M.  de  Thou  avoit  ete  refusl  dans  Ics  deux  Charges  qull  avoit  postulees,  lui 
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time  of  Grolier,  in  the  example  of  De  Thou  we  have  an 
unequivocal  attestation  of  its  general  use :  for,  to  the  best  of 
my  recollection,  your  De-Thous  (to  borrow  the  technicality 
of  Lorenzo)  are  almost  always  in  morocco  bindings !  His 
favourite  colour  seems  to  have  been  red,   while  that  of 


repartit  avec  beaocoup  d'esprit:  "  Hon  de  Cow  et  de  Palaii"'  vol.  ii.  p.  97. 
This  at  least  shewed  the  intimacy  between  them ;  bat  Lisardo  properly  doubts 
whether  the  vellum  copy  of  this  printer's  edition  of  the  Greek  Test  in  1569, 
(from  which  the  fac-simile  of  the  binding  pattern,  at  p.  485,  is  given,  from  the 
copy  in  Lord  Spencer's  collection)  was  printed  purposely  for  De  Thou.  Perhaps 
it  was  only  bound  for  him  '  out  of  sheets.'  The  monograms  upon  his  books  are 
usually  these : 


Sometimes  however  they  represent  an  A  between  two  G's — as  in  the  Crachcrode 
copy  of  the  Libanins  of  1606,  in  the  British  Museum  ;  which  has  on  the  sides 
the  arms  of  De  Thou,  and  those  of  some  other  person. 

The  arms,  seen  by  the  side  of  those  of  De  Thou,  in  the  first  of  the  above  fac- 
similes, at  page  483,  are,  I  conceive,  those  of  the  President  de  Menars.  To 
conclude :  we  may  notice,  that,  both  in  the  bound  volumes  of  Grolier  and  De 
Thou,  the  backs  are  generally  tight,  and  the  fly  leaves  are  white  paper,  pasted 
unskilfully  upon  the  boards.  Coloured  interiors  began,  I  think,  with  Do  Sueil 
or  Padakmp,  Let  us  conclude  our  Thtuma  with  a  fac-simile  of  the  noble  looking 
autoobaph  of  the  great  man  whose  bibUomaniacal  celebrity  has  given  rise 
to  them.  It  is  taken  from  the  fly-leaf  of  an  uncut  and  even  unbound  copy  of 
La  Singvlicrt  Et  Novvem  Portraits  du  Seignevr  Frederic  de  Vinciolo  Venitien, 
fc.  Parti,  1595,  4to.  which  was  in  the  Macarthy  collection. 
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GroKer  was  olive  or  brown.  Yet  we  have  some  pretty 
yeOows,  and  eye-soothing  olive  tints,  in  the  DeThou  cover- 
ings. Generally  speaking,  I  think  De  Thou's  books  were 
not  so  large  as  those  of  Grolier.  The  art  of  book-binding 
in  France  was  then  beginning  to  be  retrograde.  Unmindful 
of  the  examples  set  them  by  the  illustrious  printers  and 
book-binders  of  the  earlier  part  of  the  Sixteenth  Century,* 
they  had  too  frequent  recourse  to  what  our  witty  friend 
Me&cutio  designates  as  *  the  shaving  art  .*'  and  ploughed 
and  sliced  away  as  if  the  sight  of  a  rough  Jbre-edge,  or  an 
uneven  bottom  margin,  scared  them  out  of  their  senses ! 
However,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  very  many  of  De  Thou's 
larger  volumes  exhibit  all  the  luxury  of  a  prodigal  margin. 


*  illustriout  printert  and  book-binders  of  the  earlier  pari  of  the  tixteaith 
century.']  I  know  not  the  most  ancient  of  these  <  illustrious'  gentlemen  who  united 
in  themselves  the  double  calling  of  printer  and  book-bxndxb;  bat  the  pages  of 
Chevillier  inform  me  that  Eustace,  Eve,  and  P.  Lx  Nora,  each  styled  themselves 
'  Relieur,'  either  '  de  1'  University'  or  <  du  Roi.'  UOrig.  de  tlmprim.  de  Park; 
p.  323.  Jean  Canivet  also  styled  himself,  in  the  year  1566,  Religator  Uki- 
vbbsitatis.  And  what,  I  demand,  can  be  more  delightful  than  fine  copies  of  books, 
printed  by  these  well-known  artists,  in  their  original  and  stamped-calf  binding? 
They  are  the  very  cream  of  the  bibliopegestic  art  Yet  that  saucy  scribbler, 
Cocke  LoreU, '  the  most  notorious  knave  that  ever  lived,'  chose  to  put/  bake 
prynters'  and  '  boxx  bynders,'  into  the  same  packet-boat  with '  grote  dyppers, 
katche  pollys,  mole  sekers,  ratte  takers,  canel  rakers,  and  smoggy  colyers/  &c 

Of  euery  crafte  some  there  was 

Shorte  or  longe  more  or  lasse 

All  these  rehersed  here  before. 

In  Cockes  bote  eche  man  had  an  ore. 

Cocke  LorclTi  Bote,  4to.  Sign.  C.  1.  byW.de  Worde. 
Most  lame,  most  impotent,  and  most  impudent  conclusion ! 
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In  general  his  coat  of  arms  appears  alone,  in  the  centre  of  a 
side-cover :  yet  it  is  frequently  seen  in  company  with  another 
s  thus : 


The  bindings  of  De  Thou  are  not  usually  covered  by 
that  species  of  arabesque  ornaments  which  is  the  general 
characteristic  of  those  of  Grolier.  Sometimes,  however, 
when  '  the  worthy  President '  happened  to  patronise,  or  to 
take  a  particular  fancy  to,  any  work  of  splendour  or  merit, 
there  was  a  sufficient  display,  and  even  prodigality,  of  orna- 
ment :  and  if  I  were  asked,  which,  of  all  the  books  ever 
seen  by  human  eyes,  was  the  most  distinguislicd  for  the 
species  of  binding  here  particularly  alluded  to,  I  should 
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reply— the  copy  of  ScUvicmus  upon  Fished — which  graced 
the  collection  of  the  late  Mr.  Edwards.*  At  this  moment 
that  gorgeous  and  resplendent  tome  is  before  my  eyes ;  and 
well  do  I  call  to  mind,  that,  when  it  was  put  up  to  auction, 
and  as  it  passed  to  and  fro  among  the  contending  bidders, 
it  emitted  rays  of  light  like  unto  those  which  Homer 
describes  as  streaming  from  the  shield  of  Achilles ! 

Almansa.  Such  a  book,  methinks,  should  not  be  in  the 
library  of  a  weak-sighted  collector  ? 

Lisabdo.  I  can  suffer  no  bantering  upon  De  Thou's 
copy  ofSalvianus  upon  Fishes !  I  shall  here  however  afford 
you  a  good  opportunity  of  judging  of  the  kind  of  taste 
exhibited  either  by  De  Thou,  or  his  Binder,  when  he  did 
betake  himself  to  arabesques.  It  is  from  a  copy  of  the 
younger  Robert  Stephen's  Greek  Testament,  upon  vellum, 
in  the  library  of  Earl  Spencer:  which  exhibits  very  choice 
vellum  as  to  colour  and  condition,  but  of  which  the  substance 
is  too  thick.  I  make  no  doubt  of  this  precious  copy  being 
unique ;  but  I  conceive  that  De  Thou's  age  was  much  too 
tender,  at  the  time  of  its  being  printed,  to  suppose  that  it 
was  executed  expressly  for  him.  Receive  now  this c  pretty 
bit1  as  no  unfavourable  specimen;  and  therewith  take  we 
leave  of  Jaques  Auguste  de  Thou. 


9  Sahianus  upon  Fisha—in  the  collection  of  the  late  Mr.  Edvoardi]  The 
article  is  thus  described  in  the  catalogue  of  the  library  here  referred  to: 
'  757  Salviani  Historia  Pisdumet  Aquatiiium  Animalium,  folio,  plates :  Labcb 
Paper,  ruled,  a  most  beautiful  copy,  bound  in  morocco,  in  compartments,  with 
the  arms  of  Thuanus  richly  gilt'  It  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Clarke  the  bookseller, 
for  the  Fonthill  library,  at  SOL  10s. .'  The  binding  was  doubtless  its  great  attrac- 
tion ;  as  the  work,  even  upon  large  paper,  is  not  scarce.  The  bauds  and  eyes  of 
all  surrounding  spectators  and  cognoscenti,  including  even  those  of  my  friend  Mr. 
Douce,  were  lifted  up  in  admiration  as  this  matchless  monument  of  the  Abt  or 
Binding  was  exhibited  to  view.  One  may  have  seen  a  nearly  equal,  but  a 
much  superior  specimen,  is—*  a  faultless  monster  which  the  world  ne'er  saw/ 
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Belinda.  Thanks  for  your  Thuana!  But  has  our  aam 
Sex  no  claim  to  those  honours  which  you  have  bestowed 
upon  the  Grohers,  the  Maiolis,  and  the  De  Thous  of  the 
day  P  Methinks  . . . 

Lisardo.  You  are  indeed  right.  I  anticipate  what  you 
are  about  to  say ;  and  almost  reproach  myself  for  a  very- 
frightful  omission.    It  is  Diana  of  Poitiebs*  to  whom  you 

*  Dim*  or  PoniBM  .  .  .  of  wheat  I  would  with  to  lay  a  fat  mrdt  m  am- 
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allude,  and  of  whom  I  would  wish  to  say  a  few  words  m 
commendation.  She  ought  indeed  to  have  preceded  De 
Thou. 


.]  The  DfetiofMiotre  Unweml,  <fc.  1810,  toL  xiv.  p.  S02-305»has  made 
something  like  the «  amende  honorable'  for  ita  meagre  notice  of  Gboliejl,  in 
the  comparatively  copious  article  respecting  the  finr  lady  who  is  the  theme  of  oar 
present  discourse  and  of  onr  lasting  bibliomaniacal  admiration.  I  will  endeavour 
to  exhibit  the '  mnltnm  in  parvo,'  in  my  detail  of  her  book-passion ;  although  a 
pretty  little  duodecimo,  in  the  form  of  ana,  might  be  put  forth  respecting  both 
Diana  and  her  love  of  virtu.  My  friend  Mr.  Disraeli  will,  I  trust,  take  this 
lady '  in  band ;'  as  be  is  infinitely  better  calculated  to  render  her  justice  than  a 
grave  and  reverend  bibliographer.  Diana,  Duchess  of  Valevtinois,  was 
married,  in  her  fourteenth  year,  to  Louis  de  Breze,  grand  seneschal  of  Nor- 
mandy :  by  whom  she  had  two  daughters.  Brese  left  her  a  widow  in  15S1 ; 
but  it  is  not  true,  as  impudently  insinuated  by  Voltaire,  that,  during  the  life  of 
Francis  L  she  obtained  the  remission  of  the  capital  punishment  about  to  be 
inflicted  upon  her  father,  by  the  surrender  of  her  own  charms  to  the  French 
monarch.  Nor  is  there  better  foundation  for  a  loose  remark  in  the  Abrtgi  d*  is 
Vie  de  CI.  Marot,  vol.  i.  p.  145,  (prefixed  to  that  poefs  works)  that  in  coo- 
sequence  of  some  sinister  allusion  to  a  character  called  Lima,  by  Marot,  the 
poet  was  thrown  into  prison  by  the  orders  of  Diana.  So  easy  is  it  to  heap 
scandal  upon  a  character  once  tainted  with  impropriety  of  conduct  t  The 
Calvinists,  who  were  generally  '  good  haters/  were  the  authors  of  the  anecdote 
respecting  Marot.  Diana  was  forty  when  she  was  the  professed  mistress  of 
HxNRT  II.— that  monarch  being  at  the  time  only  eighteen  years  of  age!  She 
ruled  him  for  twenty  years  with  an  entire  ascendancy ;  but  it  has  been  urged 
that,  although  on  the  one  hand  Henry  lost,  in  the  society  of  his  accomplished 
mistress,  that  violence  and  even  brutality  of  disposition  for  which  he  was  distin- 
guished, yet  on  the  other  he  contracted  a  love  of  expense,  of  shew,  and  extrava- 
gance, which  deranged  his  finances,  and  shook  the  credit  of  bis  government 
There  is  one  piece  of  extravagance  of  which  she  was  probably  guilty,  and  from 
which  the  most  virtuous  bibliomaniac  will  readily  grant  her  absolution.  It  is  the 
suggestion  (I  verily  believe  it  came  from  her)  of  having  one  copy  of  every  book, 
to  which  the  royal  privilege  was  extended,  printed  vpon  ysllvm  ,  and  hand- 
somely bound— to  be  deposited  in  the  Royal  Library.  This  edict  was  issued  by 
Henry  in  1556,  but  Diana  was  assuredly  '  at  the  bottom  of  it!'  The  authors  of 
the  Essai  Historique  tur  la  Biblwthique  du  Boi,  p.  £ 6,  are  both  particular  and 
commendatory  thereupon*. 

In  1552  Henry  employed  Philibert  de  Lorme  to  build  the  famous  Ckateaa 
d*Anet9  for  his  mistress.  There  are  several  bird's  eye  views  of  this  building  in 
the  4PhuExceUemBaitimen»deFrwceyo(Axkdn\i^\^6t  folio -y  andLeNoir, 
in  his  Monwnens  Francois,  has  exhibited  specimens  of  some  of  the  furniture  in  the 
castle:  to  which  said  castle,  on  the  death  of  Henry,  in  1559,  our  Diana  or 
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Lysanbeb.  Remember .... 

Lisabdo.  I  am  not  ignorant  of  her  character.    She  was 

bibliomaniacs  wholly  retired  till  her  death,  in  1566.  Let  us  here  relate  two 
interesting  anecdotes  (upon  the  authority  of  Brantomc)  respecting  our  Diana— 
not  «  of  Ephesus'  but  of  '  Poitiers.'  Just  before  the  expiration  of  Henry, 
Catherine  de  Medici  (who  both  hated  and  persecuted  her  pretty  lustily)  sent  to 
her  to  surrender  the  crown  jewels,  etc.  On  the  message  being  delivered—'  la 
His  Majesty  dead?'  (said  she) '  No,  Madam/  replied  the  messenger, '  but  he 
cannot  live  out  the  day.'  '  Very  well,'  she  rejoined :  '  I  am  as  yet  under  the 
command  of  no  other— and  I  wish  my  enemies  to  know  that  I  shall  fear  them 
as  little  alter  the  death,  as  I  have  during  the  life,  of  the  monarch.  If  I  have  the 
misfortune  of  surviving  jlim  a  long  time,  my  heart  will  be  too  much  occupied 
with  the  loss  I  have  sustained,  to  make  me  sensible  of  their  persecutions.  I  will 
not  deliver  up  the  jewels.'  Brantome  saw  her  '  about  six  months'  before  her 
death—'  and  even  then  she  was  so  beautiful,  that  a  heart  of  stone  would  have 
softened  at  the  sight  of  her.  She  had  at  that  time  broken  her  leg,  by  a  faft  from 
her  horse— '  upon  which  she  was  sitting  with  her  wonted  grace  and  dexterity,  when 
it  tripped  and  fell  with  her  in  the  streets  of  Orleans.  Such  an  accident,  added 
to  her  other  afflictions,  seemed  sufficient  to  alter  her  lovely  countenance :  but  not 
at  all— her  beauty,  her  grace,  and  her  fine  figure  were  the  same  as  ever.  Pity 
k  is  that  the  earth  should  cover  so  beauteous  a  form.  She  was  extremely 
dtbomurir,  kind  hearted,  and  charitable ;  and  the  French  should  pray  to  God  that 
they  may  never  have  a  Royal  Mistress  of  a  worse,  and  less  beneficent, 
character  than  Diana.'  Thus  narrates  the  gossipping  Brantome,  But  the 
Libia  by— the  Boxes— give  us  some  account  of  these,  exclaims  the  impatient 
bibliomaniac!  Let  us  proceed  then  in  the  following  order. 

Diana  was  the  contemporary,  and  perhaps  the  rival,  of  Gbolier.  When  the 
seeds  of  her  book-ardour  were  first  sown— whether  in  consequence  of  seeing  a 
volume  of  Hone,  printed  in  the  Spanish  language  by  Hygman  for  Vostre,  (ex- 
pressly for '  La  Sennoba  Ysabxl  de  Saucto  Domingo ')  or  a  devotional  volume  of 
the  date  of  1595,  by  Kerver**  widow,  with  the  stamped  arabesque  ornaments  and 
the  name  of  Maris  Gryiolay  upon  the  side  covers,*  it  is  probably  beyond  our 
power  to  determine :  but  that  the  garniture  of  her  volumes  was  both  costly  and 
curious,  we  have  abundance  of  existing  evidence  to  prove.  The  bote,  the  quioer, 
the  arrow,  and  the  crescent,  would  of  necessity  be  the  chief  ornaments  (in  con- 
formity with  her  name)  that  she  would  be  pleased  to  adopt.  These,  with  the 
initial  D  repeated,  and  incorporated  into  an  H,  (as  the  accompanying 
embellishments  shew)  are  almost  uniformly  seen,  not  only  upon  the  side- 


*  The  name  of '  Ysabel, '  with  appropriate  old  gilt  ornaments,  appears  on  the 
covers  of  a  volume,  of  the  above  description,  in  the  collection  of  the  author. 
Mr,  Douce  possesses  the  other  volume  here  mentioned.  Dune  Gryiolay  is  more 
clumsy  and  simple  in  her  tooling ! 

VOL.  II.  H  h* 
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the  mistress  of  Henry  II.— but  it  was  not  her  fault  that  she 
was  not  his  Queen!     She  had  many  virtues  to  balance  her 


coven  of  her  books,  bot  upon  every  piece  of  furniture  within  the  cutie.  TV* 
ornament!  are  given  al  page  491,  upon  a  reduced  scale,  from  a  magnificent  Un 
volume,  entitled  Lo  diutctim  itt  parries  du  Corp.  Amnion,  «V  printed  by  CoEnaoi 
(perhaps  the  chef-d'eeurre  of  that  printer— if  italic  type  and  wood  cnu  be  etc. 
sidered)  in  1546.  Toe  ornament,  were  once  dhrered  over,  » I  inspect ;  butthtj 
are  now  in  a  very  deteriorated  state.  Mr.  Heber  is  the  fortunate  owner  of  this 
'  Diana'  relk.  Mr.  Douce  possesses  several  specimens  of  her  binding,  and  there 
are  some  in  the  library  at  Hafod.  Among  those  in  the  library  of  Mr  Don*, 
are,  one  of  velvet,  with  boldly  projecting  braas  comers,  and  two  of  brown  nil; 
the  latter  being  the  usual  material  of  her  binding.  Of  these  two  latter,  one  ii 
a  Missal  printed  by  the  Caldcrii  in  1549, 4to.  presenting  rather  an  unusual  tai 
variously-coloured  specimen  of  Diana's  binding :  from  the  central  part  of  nfcka 
the  following  fao-sbnile,  on  a  reduced  scale,  it  taken: 


EIGHTH;  DAY.  489 

defects.     If  her  influence  over  the  monarch  was  unlimited, 
that  influence  was  exercised  in  the  encouragement  of  the 

Mr.  Douce  also  possesses  a  beautiful  copy  of '  The  Prymer  in  Englgmhe  and  in 
Latin  tette  out  alonge ;  after  the  vte  ofSarum,'  printed  by  Florent  Valentine,  at 
Rouen,  in  1556, 12mo.  which  was  in  the  library  of  Henry  and  Diana;  having 
the  joint  arms  or  insignia  of  these  characters,  without  the  initials,  on  the  sides. 
(Did  Diana  pray  in  the  English  or  Latin  tongue?)  A  similar  embellishment 
should  seem  to  adorn  a  MS.  of  Oppian  in  the  royal  library  of  France,  as  described 
by  Jansen,  in  a  note,  vol.  ii.  p.  95,  of  his  Essai  sur  la  Gravure.    We  will  say  a 
few  words  only  about  her  medal.   The  specimen  placed  by  Lisardo  before  his 
auditory  is  from  an  engraving,  by  Freeman,  from  the  original  medal,  upon  copper, 
of  the  same  dimensions,  in  the  richly  furnished  cabinet  of  Mr.  Douce.*   The 
condition  of  it  is  perfect.    On  the  reverse  is  a  small  upright  whole  length 
figure  of  the  goddess  resting  upon  her  bow,  and  placing  her  foot  upon  a  prostrate 
Cupid.    The  surrounding  and  significant  motto  (upon  which  Vigueul-Marville  is 
pleased  to  hold  a  pompous  discourse  in  bis  Melanges  de  Literature,  <Jc.  vol.  Ui. 
p.  529,  edit.  1725)  is  thus :  omnivm  victorbm  .  vxci .    I  will  not  pre- 
sume to  criticise  that  countenance  (above  faithfully  given)  which  has  received 
the  warm  eulogies  of  Brantome :  but  I  have  no  doubt,  from  its  individuality  of 
appearance,  that  it  exhibits  a  correct  likeness.    In  the  last  place,  as  to  (he  fate 
of  Diana's  Library.    It  appears  (as  pointed  out  to  me  by  Mr.  Douce)  from  a 
passage  in  the  Cat,  de  la  VaUiere,  vol.  i.  p.  31,  that  the  library  in  question  was, 
sold  by  auction  in  1724;  and  that  a  Mons.  de  Sardiere  bought  a  MS.  of '  La 
Buret  hystoriault  de  la  Bible,9  which  had  been  formerly  in  the  collection  of  that 
*  tremendous  bibliomaniac'  (see  vol.  i.  p.  exxziv)  the  Dukb  nz  Bzrry— towards 
the  opening  of  the  x  vth  century.    In  short,  it  had  the  Duke's  autograph—'  ce 
Prince  se  plaisoit  a  ecrire  sur  les  livres  qu'il  acqueroit  son  nom  et  ses  titres  :* 
says  Mons.  Van  Praet — in  the  page  just  referred  to.    This  MS.  was  sold  for 
900  livres.    Of  the  catalogue  of  Diana's  books,  and  of  the  amount  of  the  sale  of 
the  library,  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  say  a  word.    Indeed  it  is  high  time  to  be 
silent 

*  The  readhiess  and  kindness  with  which  this  Gentleman  and  well-versed 
Antiauary  is  pleased  to  lend  his  treasures  (and  who  possesses  greater  of  their 
kind  r)  for  the  accommodation  of  his  friends,  need  not  any  distinct  or  formal 
eulogy  on  my  part :  but  I  may  he  allowed  to  disport  myself  in  a  passage  of 
Naudt's  '  Aavispour  dresser  vne  Bibliotheque,'  1644,  8vo.  p.  100,  as  not  wholly  , 
inapplicable  on  the  occasion—'  a  la  verite*  ie  tiens  pour  maxime  que  toote 
personne  courtoise  et  de  bon  naturel  doit  tousiours  seconder  les  intentions  louable 
de  ses  amis,  pourueu  qu'elles  ne  preiudicieut  point  aux  sieunes.  De  sorte  que 
celuy  qui  a  des  liures,  medailles,  ou  peinturet . .  .  ne  fera  point  de  difficult^  d'en 
accomoder  celuy  de  ses  amis  quil  cognoistra  les  desirer  et  en  estre  curieux.'  The 
example  of  Mr.  Douce  is  a  better  commentary  upon  this  text  than  perhaps  was 
the  one  in  the  eye  of  the  author.  And  yet  Bar.  Douce  rejoices  to  find  himself  in 
company  with  numerous  other  bibliomaniacs,  of  equal  calibre  and  equal  '  good 
nature,'  upon  the  subject  of  which  we  are  discoursing! 
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fine  arts,  and  in  Kittening  the  ferocious  temper  of  her 
Royal  Paramour.  Her  love  of  books  and  of  pictures  was 
unbounded ;  and  in  her  favorite  retreat  at  Anet  she  erected 
a  Library,  of  which  the  specimens  that  remain — and  more 
particularly  those  of  her  Bindings — give  us  a  tolerably 
correct  notion  of  what  must  have  been  its  praline  splendour. 
Her  popularity  was  extreme ;  and  the  French  acknowledge 
her  as  the  first  Royal  Mistress  in  honour  of  whom  a  medoi 
was  struck.  You  have  here  a  copy  of  that  medal ;  which, 
although  the  countenance  may  not  be  considered  perfectly 
celestial,  you  must  nevertheless,  as  graphic  Virtuosi,  receive 
with  thankfulness ;  for  its  rarity  is  extreme. 


See  here ! — as  an  agreeable  accompaniment  I  hare  pro- 
cured a  fine  specimen  of  one  of  the  varieties  of  Diana's 

Binding-Patterns  ;*  in  which  you  will  not  fail  to  observe  how 

dexterously  she  has  contrived  to  interweave  her  initials  with 

those  of  her  royal  lover,  as  well  as  to  introduce  the  insignia 

*  Sae  the  Offoiits  C««. 
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of  the  heathen  goddess  whose  name  she  bore.  It  were  a 
fruitless  effort,  I  fear,  to  set  about  collecting  even  a  score  of 
the  volumes  which  were  once  in  the  Chateau  dAntt.  Our 
friend  Mebcutio  once  indulged  the  fallacious  hope  of 
obtaining  a  nearly  complete  Diana  library ;  but  he  gave 
up  the  chase  ere  he  had  well  set  out ! 

I  must  now  conclude  these  Anecdotes  (if  we  may  so  call 
them)  of  Continental  Collectors— whose  books  were  distin- 
guished for  curious  or  beautiful  bindings — by  a  merely  brief 
and  rapid  mention  of  the  names  of  Colbert  and  Hoym,  of 
Gaignat,  La  Valliere,  and  Lamoignon :  premising  that,  long 
before  the  appearance  of  even  the  first  of  these  great  biblio- 
maniacal  characters,  the  libraries  of  Italy,  France,  and  Ger- 
many abounded  with  magnificent  and  exquisite  specimens  of 
the  bibliopegistic  art*  Yet  France,  during  the  Seventeenth 
Century,  seemed  to  be  especially  noticed  for  the  skill  of  its 
Bookbinders,  who  were  sent  to  most  parts  of  Europe ;  and 
who  are  yet  rather  familiar  to  us  in  the  names  of  Padaloup, 

*  the  Ubrtxriet  of  Italy,  j-c.  abounded  with  magnificent  specimens  of  the  6iMi»- 
pegistic  art.']  Read  the  very  animated  accounts  of  the  public  and  private  libraries 
at  Borne,  towards  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century,  by  Angelus  Boccha,  m  his 
Appendix  to  the  Bibl.  Apostolica  Vaticana,  1599,  4to.  from  p.  389  to  404 :  and 
note,  in  particular,  how  fine  a  figure- the  library  of  Cardinal  Lanceliot  makes : 
'  Celebris  turn  ob  librorum  copiam  (sunt  enim  ad  septem  miUia  volumina)  turn 
etiam  ob  perpulchbam  codicuh  compaoinbm,  ordinem  mirificum,  et  magni* 
ficum  ornatum :  quibus  rebus  nobilissima  indicator.'  Nor  was  Cardinal  Boneflrs 
library  in  less  gaiety  of  attire :  '  ditissxmis  librorum  compagibus  insigtib.' 
But  what  was  the  condition  of  these  books  compared  with  those  of  their  Roman 
predecessors— about  the  time  of  the  Christian  era?  Read  Schware  (Disp.  Ill 
De  Ornamentu  Libror.  Vet,  p.  166-7)  who  absolutely  overflows  with  a  luzuriaocy 
of  description  thereupon — '  codices  conspici— modo  corio  rubro  et  luteo,  modo 
corio  viridi,  modo  purpura,  modo  argento,  modo  auro,  tectos.'  Will  the  work- 
shops of  Messrs.  Hering  and  Lewis  match  these  bibliopegistic  gems  ?  Look  also 
into  Lackman's  Annal.  Typog.  Select.  Quad.  Cap.  1740, 4to,  p.  5— and  anticipate 
«  very  pleasing  paragraph  or  two  under  the  following  title :  '  Vnde  ornaments 
librorum  post  inuentam  artem  Typographical!!  ?' 
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and  Du  Sueil  and  De  Rome.  Far  be  it  from  me  to 
depredate  the  reputation  so  long  maintained,  and  so  boldly 
avowed,  by  our  Gallic  neighbours;*  while  the  annals  of 


*  the  reputation  to  long  maintained,  end  ao  boldy  avowed,  1$  ovr  Gallic  neigh- 
town.']  As  a  sort  of  natural  adjunct  to  the  preceding  note—and  before  we  dis- 
course of  the  French  Binders  in  the  seventeenth  century — let  us  say  a  word 
or  two  about  the  more  celebrated  Libraries  in  France  during  the  same 
period.  The  theme  is  equally  pleasing  and  fruitful ;  yet  why  are  we  compelled 
to  hare  recourse  to  the  scanty  notices  only  of  Naude,  Jacob,  and  Gallois,  &c. 
However,  scanty  as  these  are,  they  are  yet  interesting — and  let  us  be  thankful 
for  what  has  reached  us.  The  two  great  bibliographers  of  the  age  of  which  we 
are  discoursing,  were  Jerome  Bignon*  and  Gabriel  Naude/:  the  former 
librarian  to  the  King,  the  latter  to  Cardinal  Mazarin.  The  Cardinal's  library 
was  next  to  the  Royal  Collection  in  extent  and  magnificence.  Jacob  says  it 
was  open  every  Thursday, '  from  morn  till  night,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
public,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  learned  in  particular.'  In  his  time '  there 
were  about  400  MSS.  in  folio,  bound  in  virgin  morocco  ['  moroquin  incarnat'] 
and  covered  with  borders  of  gold,'  p.  487,  &c  There's  for  you,  hibiiopegistic 
enthusiast!  This  noble  collection  was  much  dissipated  during  the  civil  wars. 
The  King's  library  got  possession  of  many  volumes,  and  the  rest  were  deposited 
in  the  '  College  des  quatre  Nations.'  GaHots  says,  in  his  time  '  there  were  more 
than  6000  volumes  of  Protestant  authors/  p.  150.  He  computes  the  original 
number  of  the  entire  collection  at  more  than  50,000  volumes;  of  which  the  fine 
collection  of  Desourdes  formed  the  basis.  The  author  of  the '  Dissertation  tut  la 
BibUoth&iuet,  1758,  p.  45,  computes  the  original  number  at  40,000— and  says, 
'  at  that  time  it  contained  37,000— without  MSS.  which  were  lodged  in  the  royal 
collection.'  It  was  then  open  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays,  But  the  Cardinal 
had  also  a  magnificent  library  at  Rome.  He  was  indeed  a  very  Cobvinos  in 
his  way. 

May  I  here  he  permitted  to  ask  who  was  that  mysterious  and  book-prying  old 
gentleman  (something  like  onr  H.  Dyson,  in  the  Bibliomania,  p.  598)  designated 
by  Naudl,  under  the  name  of '  Monsieur  le  F. '  The  passage  is  worth  extracting : 
'  en  effect  ie  puis  dire  auec  verity,  que  pendant  1'espace  de  deux  on  trois  ana 


•  There  is  an  interesting  account  of  Bignon  (who  I  conceive  was  a  much 
cleverer  man  than  Naude)  in  the  Dissertation  sur  let  Bibliothiqucs,  p.  26,  &c 
Richelieu,  who  hated  him  heartily,  could  not  help  making  him  Royal  Librarian. 
The  voice  of  the  public  irresistibly  guided  the  determination  of  the  minister. 
Bignon  was  as  thoroughly  disinterested  as  he  was  philological  and  bibliogra- 
phical. He  refused  to  be  Superintendant  of  the  Finances,  aud  had  a  terrible 
aversion  to  having  his  portrait  taken.  Lochon  however  made  a  sly  drawing  of 
him,  while  he  was  haranguing  in  the  great  Chamber,  and  wrote  beneath  it—'  R. 
Lochontod  vwumfurtim  deUneaoit *  Pardooable  rogue— and  guilty  only  of  petty 
larceny  I 
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our  own  country  exhibit  scarcely  anything  which  may  be 
put  in  competition  with  the  '  handy  works '  of  the  lore* 
mentioned  artists.     But  while  I  am  free  to  confess  my 


que  i'ay  eu  f  hooneor  de  roe  rencontrer  auec  Monsieur  de  F.  chez  la  Librgires, 
•  ic  lay  ay  veu  souuent  acheter  dc  si  vieox  fiures  et  si  mal  couuerts  et  imprimes, 
qulls  me  faisoient  sousrire  et  esmerueiMer  tout  fnafmhlf,  insques  a  ee  que  prenant 
la  peine  de  me  dire  le  sujct  et  to  circonstances  poor  toquelto  il  to  achetott, 
ses  causes  et  raisons  me  sembkrient  si  pertinentes,  que  ie  ne  seray  iamais  dioerti 
de  croire  qu'il  est  plus  verse  en  la  coignoissance  des  liures,  et  qtfil  en  parte  auec 
pins  d'ezperience  et  de  iugement  qulxmune  qui  soit  non  settlement  en  France, 
mais  en  tout  le  reste  du  monde.'  Advis,  fc  p.  35.  (I  presume  the  same  passage 
to  be  in  the  previous  edition  of  1637.)   This  could  not  have  been  M.  Claude 
Faochet,  President  de  la  Coor  des  Moonoyes?  See  Jacob,  p.  552.  Whoever  he 
was,  Naude\  I  dare  think,  contrived  to  get  *  as  much  out  of  him '  as  it  was  pos- 
sible for  him  to  do.    But  have  we  not  at  present  existing,  between  Whitechapet 
and  Hyde  Park  Corner,  at  least  three  of  such  boke-loving  Messieurs?  I  trow  so. 
The  name  of  Harlay  was  doomed  to  adorn  the  annals  of  BibUommJariwn  in 
France  as  well  as  in  England.    From  the  time  of  Jacob  (p.  514)  to  that  of  the 
author  of  the  Dissertation,  <fc.  (p.  51)  it  shone  sufficiently  conspicuous ;  till  in  1716 
the  Harlaian  Collection  became  merged  in  that  of  one  of  the  Colleges  of  Jesuits— 
swelling  it  to  the  number  of  50,000  volumes.    J.  Baptists  Hautin,  who  died 
in  1640,  left  a  library  behind  him  of  10,000  volumes :  afterwards  divided  into 
three  collections.  The  name  of  Lonousil  does  immortal  honour  to  the  cause  of 
Bibliomania  in  France.  The  President  Longueil,  in  Jacob's  time,  could  not  only 
boast  of  noble  blood,  but  of  an  admirable  collection  of  books,  which  he  was 
increasing  every  day,  and  the  library  of  Nicolas  Chevalier  formed  the  basement 
and  first  stories—*  cette  Bibliotheque  (says  Jacob,  p.  589)  est  Tvne  des  plus 
esce|lentes  de  Paris  pour  la  bbliure,  qui  est  toute*  en  vena  parsemee  de  near* 
de  Lys,  et  doree  sur  la  tranche ! '  (These  are  the  genuine '  ardentia  verba'  of  a 
<  true  son'  of  bibliography— but  hear  further) '  II  y  a  aussi  quelqnes  numuscrits 
bien  raxes,  covvbbts  de  velours,  et  qui  •eroieot  bien  vtito  pour  le  public,  et 
particuuirenient  pourles  anrirnnfs  families  de  noblesse.'    I  have  seen  some  half 
score  specimens  of  this  <  flours  de  lis'  sprinkled  calf  binding  of  tho  Lssmunlt, 
Mariscot,  a  privy  counsellor  in  1640,  had '  a  rich  and  fine  library  of  more 
than  6000  volumes  appertaining  chiefly  to  French  and  European  history.1 
Marescot,  in  his  youth,  had  extended  his  knowledge  and  improved  his  taste  by 
travelling  into  Spain,  Italy,  and  Germany,  where  he  discovered  an  msanabie 
appetite  for  books;  and  where,  in  his  riper  years,  he  continued  to  gratify  the 
same  appetite  by  a  vastly  enlarged  bibtiomaoiacal  knowledge— which  said 
appetite,  when  he  died,  in  his  80th  year,  was  by  no  means  satiates  F  What 
a  heUuo  Ubrorum,  therefore,  was  Guiflaume  Marescot,  Cosjsaller  du  Roy  en  ses 
Conseils  et  Maitre  des  Bequestes  1 1 1 


EIGHTH   DAY.  495 

admiration  of  French  gilding,  whether  displayed  in  the 
fore-edges  or  the  sides;  while  I  am  equally  disposed  to 
admit  the  strength  and  neatness  of  the  generality  of  the 

Bat  could  Jacob  omit  Claude  IKUbfe7  ?  By  no  means :  for,  at  page  671, 
be  tells  us  how  '  the  Castle  of  Abbetie  was  situated  in  a  forest  belonging  to  the 
illustrious  family  of  VrteV  from  which  oar  Claude  came— who  was  tutor  to 
Henry  lid's  children ;  and  whose  chateau  might  have  vied  with  that  of  Diana 
or  PoiCTuns  for  bibliomaniacal  splendour;  '  for  he  fitted  up  a  rich  and 
splendid  library  in  that  castle,  where  were  more  than  4600  volumes ;  and  among 
which  were  300  MSS.  npon  vellum,  covered  with  gbesn  velvet!*  The 
Marquis  dllife*  was  living  in  the  said  castle  when  Jacob  wrote  his  book. 

Guy  Patin  had  about  6000  volumes  in  Jacob's  time.  Concerning  this 
famous  character,  read  Vigneul-Marville's  Melanges  dTHistoire  et  dela  Literature, 
vol  ii.  p.  25,  ed.  1700.  The  Du  Purs  were  extremely  distinguished  for  their 
fine  collection  (including  many  old  MSS.)  of  about  8000  volumes  r  see  Jacob, 
p.  558 ;  Oahois,  p.  155.  Yet  Jacques  Ribieb  seems  to  have  beaten  the  Du 
Fnys.  He  had  nearly  10,000  volumes ;  and  many  of  them  exquisitely  rare  and 
precious.  Cabdin al  Seve  had  his  6000  sprucely  garnished  tomes ;  while  the 
libraries  of  Huet,  Colbsbt,  Tbllibb,  and  Srguier,  shed  such  a  lustre,  upon 
the  dose  of  the  seventeeth,  and  the  opening  of  the  eighteenth,  century  as  to 
leave  scarcely  any  thing  further  to  be  described.  The  Duke  db  la  Valliere,  a 
little  beyond  the  middle  of  the  latter  century,  had  already  20,000  volumes ;  and 
Paris,  at  that  period,  might  be  justly  called,  in  the  language  of  the  author  of  the 
Dinertation,  $c.  (1758,  p.  55) '  vkb  autre  Athene*.  So  much  (little  enough, 
perhaps, '  in  all  conscience I ')  for  a  sketch  of  a  few  of  the  more  ancient  princi- 
pal Libraries  in  France  of  which  it  is  just  possible  that  the  reader  may  not  have 
had  any  distinct  previous  information.  From  the  reputation  of  the  French  Book- 
Collector,  we  proceed  to  that  of  the  French  Bookbinder. 

It  has  been  observed  that  Cardinal  Masarin  had  also  a  Library  in  his  palace 
upon  the  Qnirinal  hill  at  Borne.  That  library  was  composed  of  5000  volumes 
*  well  selected,  and  bound  by  artutt  who  came  express  prom  Paris.'  Yet 
further:  these  books  were  *  conserves  dans  des  armoires  trelissez  de  fil  dore\cixe- 
lees  et  dorees  &  surface,  auec  des  vases,  bustes  et  autres  antiques  sur  le  haot 
d'SceUel'  Jacob,  p.  95.  I  know  not  how  Nande*  could  vent  his  spleen  (Adxu, 
4«.  p.  10S)  against  pine  binding,  when  his  master,  the  Cardinal,  possessed 
such  prodigal  specimens  of  its  voluptuousness.  Naude  has  even  the  fool-hardiness 
to  avow  that *  U  est  bien  plus  vtile  et  necessaire  d'auoir,  par  example,  grade 
quantite*  de  Uores  fort  bien  relies  a  Pordinaire,  que  d'en  auoir  settlement  plein 
quelque  petite  chambre  on  cabinet  de  fanes,  dores,  regies,  [the  old  favourite 
system  with  Messieurs  Les  Francois  fj  et  enrichis  auec  toute  sorte  de  mignardise, 
de  luxe  et  de  superfluity.'  If  he  had  been  the  Cardinal,  he  would  not  have 
uttered  this  heresy.  But  what  says  Michel  de  Marolles  upon  the  subject  of  old 
French  binding?   Let  us  hear  with  what  complacency  he  dwells  upon  his 
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Parisian  workmanship— I  must  be  allowed  to  enter  my 
protest   against  the  prevailing   Taste  of  Messieurs  Lea 
Reheurs  Parisiens . . . 
Lorenzo.  Wherefore?  This  strikes  me  as  a  little  heretical 


meritorious  countrymen.  '  Les  relieures  de  nos  livres  aont  estimees  par  dessoi 
toutes  les  autres :  et  nous  en  avons  qui  a  peu  de  frail,  font  resaemMer  le  par- 
cbemin  a  de  veau,  j  meiant  des  filets  d'or  sur  le  dos,  qui  eat  une  invention  que 
Hon  doit  a  un  ReUeur  de  Paris,  appell6  Piiebb  Galliard,  comme  celle  de 
parchemln  vert  naissant  est  venu  de  Piebre  Portier,  qui  de  son  tempt  a  est£ 
un  autre  excellent  Belieur.'  Memoir*  de  Michel  de  MaroUet,  Abbe*  de  VUldom. 
Contenant  ce  qu'il  a  vu  depiut  remarquabU  entavie,  depuu  Vannee  1600.  Pans, 
1656,  folio. 

Lisardo  has  expressly  mentioned  by  name  the  well  known  bibliopegistic  artists, 
hight  Padaloup,  Du  Sueil,  and  De  Rome.    I  cannot  pretend  to  identify  the 
first  two  of  them ;  but  Fadaloup  was  fond  of  red  morocco  outaides  and  insides, 
with  a  fillet  or  border  of  gold  upon  each.  His  fly  leaf  was  frequently  of  gold.  The 
Abbe  Du  Sueil  (to  whose  popularity  Pope  has  contributed  by  a  alight  mention  of 
him  in  his  Moral  Essays,  ep.  it.)  was  fond  of  a  variety  of  colours  upon  his  morocco 
outside* ;  and  my  friend  Mr.  Utterson  possesses  a  pleasing  specimen  of  this  inter* 
laced  morocco  livery,  in  a  copy  of  the  Regent's  Edition  of  Daphnis  et  Chloe, 
1718,  ISroo.  But  perhaps  the  finest,  as  well  as  the  most  numerous  specimens  of  Du 
SueiPs  binding,  were  contained  in  the  collection  of  Louis  Henry  Lnmenie,  Count  of 
Brienne— > which  was  *  to  be  sold  very  cheap  (the  price  marked  in  each  book)  at 
James  Woodman's  and  David  Lyon's  shop  in  Russell-Street,  Covent-Garden,  on 
Tuesday  the  28tb  day  of  April,  1724/   This  library  was  as  select  Qt  bad  been 
'  chiefly  collected  by  the  famous  Father  Simon,  the  best  critic  in  books  in  his 
time ' )  as  it  was  magnificent :  the  advertisement  telling  us  that  *  several  hundreds 
of  the  books  bad  been  new  covered  in  morocco  by  Monsieur  L'Abb6  Du  SoeiL* 
Accordingly,  we  read  perpetually  *  corio  turcica  compactum  per  Abbatem  de  Sueil ;' 
or  '  rclte  en  maroquin  par  FAbbt  du  Sueil;*  or  «  bound  by  the  Abbi du  Sueil,  git, 
and  marbled  on  the  leaves  ;'  or *  nicely  covered  in  morocco  by  the  Abbi  du  SuetiJ 
(no.  224.)   This  was  a  very  favourite  catalogue  with  the  late  Bishop  of  Ely. 
The  library  was  indeed  worthy  of  the  family  by  whom  it  had  been  collected. 
'  Inter  alia/  read  as  follows,  lover  of  Ashmole  and  of  Hollar :— it  ia  upon  a  copy  of 
Aihmole's  Order  of  the  Garter  (no.  107)  that  Messrs.  Woodman  and  Lyon  thus  expa- 
tiate :  '  great  paper,  with  all  thejiguret,  arms,  and  habitt  finely  illuminated  in  their 
proper  colours,  very  necenary  for  the  intelligence  of  the  history.   This  copy  «o»a 
present  from  the  Author  to  a  Nobleman,  and  it,  we  believe,  the  only  one  that  ewer 
wot  illuminated  1 !  1 '  1  wish  it  were  now  the  property  of  a  nobleman— and  that  k 
were*  elbowing,'  but  not  rudely  or  ungraciously,  the  illuminated  copy  of  Hastens 
Kent,  within  seven  miles  of  the  town  of  Northampton ! 

We  come  now  to  the  mention  of  that  bibliopegistic  wight,  ydeped  Da  Rome  ; 
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Ltsardo.  By  no  means.  But  I  should  rather  have 
added,  of  the  modern  prevailing  taste — though,  in  too  many 
instances  my  '  bile  has  been  moved'  by  those  perpetually 
occurring  adjuncts  of  lavi  et  regit  of  the  Messieurs  now 

for  whom  I  frankly  confess  that  a '  rod  has  been  preserved  in  pickle,*  within 
three  feet  of  my  writing  desk,  for  the  last  three  years.    In  the  First  Day  of 
this  Decameron  (see  pages  clxxviii,  ccxiv,)  the  reader  has  been  somewhat  prepared 
for  this  '  flogging.'    De  Rome  was,  like  all  his  predecessors  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  a  or  bat  cropper  ;  for  cropping  was  'the  watchword  and  reply'  of  the 
French  school  of  binding,  including  all  the  illustrious  artists  just  mentioned. 
A  considerable  number  of  De  Rome's  performances  appear  in  the  Macarthy 
collection :  a  melancholy  specimen  of  it  graced  (or  rather  disgraced)  the  Soubue 
Library — for  know,  tasteful  reader,  that  De  Them's  own  copy  of  Froittard,  upon 
vellum,  printed  by  Eustace  in  1514,  had  been  stript  of  its  ancient  covering, 
and  put  into  a  red  morocco  suit— of  which  De  Rome  was  the  clumsy  tailor! 
This  very  copy  I  sighed  over, *  ex  imo  corde,'  in  the  library  of  the  late  Mr. 
Johnes  at  Hafod.    After  the  first  sin  of  cropping,  was  the  second  of  choaking— 
exhibited  by  the  elder  brethren  of  the  art  of  book-binding  at  Paris! . .  and  what 
additional  torture,  I  demand,  could  be  inflicted  upon  a  suffering  volume?  I  know 
not  who  was  the  usual  binder  of  Count  Horn's  books— but  I  suspect  either 
that  the  Count,  or  his  binder,  was  fond  of  a  tmooth  fore-edge !  Greater  heresy 
can  scarcely  be  conceived.    Mr.  Douce  possesses  the  most  beautiful  specimen  of 
binding,  from  Count  Hoym*s  collection,  which  I  remember  to  have  seen.    It  is  a 
copy  of  the  French  Bible  of 1611,  3  vol.  folio,  which  had  been  formerly  in  the 
Colbert  collection,  and  which  was  '  newly  covered'  (I  borrow  the  select  phra- 
seology of  Messrs.  Woodman  and  Lyon)  by  the  Count :  '  exemplar  elegantissimZ 
externa  deauratum,'  is  the  adjunct  in  the  BibL  Hoym.  no.  136.    I  admit  the 
delicacy,  truth,  and  brilliancy  of  its  multitudinous  circular  ornaments,  (like  lace- 
work,  manufactured  by  fairies,  when  the  chaste  orb  of  night  is  '  riding  near  her 
highest  noon')  yet . .  . '  why  so  captious,  gentle  Master  Rosicrusius?'  exclaims 
the  generous  hearted  reader !  I  reply,  but '  quaere  the  ampler  dimensions  of  the 
copy/  tempore  Colberti  ?  There  is  so  much  of  the  *  smoothly  shaven  green'  about 
it,  that  I  own  I  am  a  little  sceptical  thereupon.  Yet  most  heartily  do  I  congratu* 
late  its  present  friendly  possessor ;  upon  finding,  when  it  had  afterwards  gone  into 
the  Lamoignon  Collection,  that  this  very  beautiful  tooling  has  not,  in  turn,  been 
disposed  of— for  a  substitute  at  once  hideous  and  tasteless !  For  surely,  surely,  of 
all  tasteless  and  terrific  styles  of  binding,  what  equalleth  the  relkure  a  la 
Lamoignon?    Mr.  Payne,  I  know  full  well,  will  scold  prodigiously  about  this 
saucy  attack  upon  the  bibliopegistk  reputation  of  his  beloved  Lamoignon  —  for 
he  bought  the  collection,  so  called, '  en  masse,'  and  did  not  keep  his  carriage  in 
consequence !  Yet  he  will  find  the  father-in-law  of  Lamoignon,  Mons.  le  Berryer, 
treated  in  a  sufficiently  civil  manner  in  the  Bibliomania,  p.  687-8. 
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alluded  to.  Thar  linings  and  interior  decorations  generally 
were,  and  yet  are,  gaudy  in  the  extreme.  The  taste  of 
Grolier,  of  MaioJi,  and  De  Thou,  has  not  been  revived  in 
France  during  the  last  century ;  and  Boskeaik-Jeuvx  in 
vain  struggles  to  snatch  the  bibliopegistic  wreath  from  the 
brows  of  Lewis.*  Yet  I  hate  comparisons — especially  of 
living  persons :  for  it  is  like  treading  upon  concealed  gun- 
powder. Upon  the  whole,  the  share  which  France  has  had 
in  the  perfection  and  promotion  of  the  Art  of  Book  Bind- 
ing is  extremely  creditable  to  her  reputation :  while,  till 
within  the  last  century,  it  must  be  allowed  that  we  exhi- 
bited scarcely  anything  worthy  of  calling  our  own.  Yet  we 
have  in  some  measure  atoned  for  our  former  barbarity  by 


*  Bozeeain-Jeune— to  match  the  bibliopegistic  wreath  from  the  brows  of 
Lewis.]  '  Bozerain-Jeune'  is  the  present  fashionable  book-binder  at  Pans; 
and  the  bibliomaniacal  Parisians  '  font  grand  ess,'  or  '  make  a  great  crack,' 
about  his  productions.  These  productions  are  also  well  known  in  a  certain  city 
ycleped  London.  They  are  full  of  faults  ;  but  let  Mons.  Boxerain-Jeune  take 
courage,  as  he  has  great '  capabilities'  of  improvement.  His  books  are  forwarded 
too  expeditiously  and  too  unmercifully.  He  beats  them  to  death.  But  my  great 
quarrel  with  him  is,  his  too  vehement  love  oSJmery,  of  sathrismg,  of  red-ruling, 
and  of  gorgeous  and  flaunting  ornaments.  Lord  Spencer  possesses  two  of  his 
bibliopegistic  chef-d'ceuvres ;  which  are  the  Sweynheym  and  Pannarts  Pohftius 
of  1473,  folio,  and  Mr.  Renouard's  Proverbs  of  Cornaumo,  8vo.  (see  BibL 
Spencer,  vol.  ii.  p.  282,  and  p.  350,  ante):  but  by  the  side  of  similar  volumes, 
from  the  tools  of  Roger  Payne,  or  Charles  Lewis,  they  '  droop  their  withered 
heads.'  Mons.  Bozerain  Jeune  is  also  unfortunate  in  his  clioice  of  wtoroceo, 
which  is  almost  uniformly  of  a  smooth  and  feeble  surface :  whereas  it  ought  to 
be  roogh,  vigorous,  and  substantial.  Above  all  things  let  not  the  exam- 
ple of  Monsieur  Berryer,  the  father-in-law  of  Larooignon,  harden  him  into 
an  inflexible  attachment  towards  satin  linings.  They  are  gaudy  and  garish: 
but  silk  water-tabby  may  be  sometimes  exquisitely  managed  especially  in  minor 
volumes.  Hie  red  ruling  of  this  popular  Parisian  binder— in  a  colour  more 
especially  which  melts  into  purple— 4s  a  sad  and  vicious  ornament ;  as  was  seen 
in  the  beautiful  Jensen's  Cesar  of  1471,  and  AUHne  Pausanias  of  15 1 6,  from  the 
Macarthy  collection :  two  books,  which,  otherwise, '  left  nothing  to  he  desired.' 
However,  if  Monsieur  Boeerain  Jednb  hath  yet  much  to  learn,  be  has  the 
ability  of  becoming  a  very  accomplished  scholar  in  the  school  of  PniLLATros. 
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the  present  unrivalled  efforts  of  our  workmen  in  the  same 
art 

Lysahdeb.  You  are  coming,  I  trust,  to  the  notice  of  the 
moderns.  But  have  you  nothing  connected  with  the  anti- 
quity of  binding  in  this  country,  during  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, when  the  great  French  collectors  cut  such  conspicuous 
figures  ? . .  . 

Lisabdo.  Nothing  deserving  of  particular  notice.  WAat 
sort  of  binding  Lady  Jane  Grey  or  Mary  Queen  of  Scots* 

•  Lady  Jane  Grey  or  Mary  Queen  of  Scots.]  These  amiable  and 
illustrious  characters  seem  to  be  rather  <  lugged  in  neck  and  shoulders  '  (a  rude 
manner,  by  the  bye,  of  treating  ladies  of  distinction)  by  the  enthusiastic  Ltsardo. 
Of  the  style  of  the  binding  of  their  books,  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  say  any-thing : 
whether  it  were  English  worsted  or  tambour  work — (see  an  account  of  the  volume 
of  Horse  in  our  Queen  Mary's  library,  in  vol.  i.  p.  xcix,  bound  in  the  latter  attire) 
or  vellum,  velvet,  brocade,  or  fish- skin.  But  the  researches  of  an  excellent  anti- 
quary and  lover  of  bibliography,  Mr.  Thomson,  of  the  Record-office  of  Edinburgh, 
have  supplied  me  with  a  piece  of  bibliopegistic  information,  respecting  the  charges 
of  a  Scotch  Book  Binder,  of  the  date  of  1580,  which  may  probably  be  considered 
rather  an  interesting  morceau  of  its  kind.  The  whole  is  too  long  for  admission 
here ;  but  a  part  is  well  deserving  of  challenging  the  attention  of  the  curious. 
Note :  the  charges  are  made  in  Scotuh  Money, 

Johnne  Oibsonis  buihbmdert  precept,  171,  4s.  4d.  October  1580. 

Dictionario  i  latino  graeco  et  gallico  sermone,  4to.  gylt  pryce  •            xxs. 

Harmonia  Stanhursti  fo.  i  velene  pryce           .           •            .  xs. 

Lod  commies  manlij,  8 vo.gyit  pryce  •           xs. 

Open  Clementis  Alexandrinj,  8vo.  gylt  pryce           .  xs. 

AoBciis  Castdlionis,  8vo.  gylt  pryce            ...  •          xs . 

Sides  Jesu  et  Jesuitaru,  8vo.  In  velene  pryce            .  .vs. 

Confessio  valdasiu,  8vo.  gylt  pryce                        •            •  •             xs. 

Gotiones  nuptiales,  8vo.  gylt  pryce  xs. 

Lapis  metaphysial,  8vo.  In  parchement             .             .  iiji. 

Memorabilia  Mixaldi,  8vo.  In  velene                        ,            .  ,        vs. 

Philosophical  cdsolationes,  8vo.  In  parchevui  pryce            •  •         iijs, 

Cardanins  de  genitura,  8vo.  Jn  velene           .            .            .  .vs. 

Thesaurus  pauperu,  8vo.  In  velene           ....  vs. 

Aratius  de  fetu  bumatio,  8vo.  Jn  parchenut                          .  .         iij*. 

Apologia  pro  germanicu  ecclesiis,  8vo.  In  parchemH           .  .        iijj. 

Pulicis  encomtu,  8vo.  t»  parchemet                                   .  iij* 
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used  (for  these  ladies  were  eminently  distinguished  for 
book-collecting  passion).  ... 

Almansa.  I  rejoice  to  hear  this :  and  do  pray  indulge 
me,  great  Monarch  of  the  day,  with  a  sight  of  one  of  their 
authenticated  book-covers.    A  scrap— a  relic ! . . . 

Lisabdo.  I  have  absolutely  nothing  of  the  kind.  Let 
fancy  therefore  supply  the  place  of  reality :  and  let  us  rush 
at  once  upon  a  brief  history  of  the  Art  of  Book  Binding  in 
England  during  the  Eighteenth  Century ;  for  during  the 
Seventeenth,  I  can  only  observe  that  a  sort  of  dark  calf,  with 


Orationes  claroru  viroru,  16mo.  gylt  pryce  .                                     u. 

Iiuius  de  vita  petri  et  pauli,  8vo.  In  parchemit  •            .             .    Ujt. 

Bens  de  notis  ecclesMB,  8vo.  In  parchment  .         iijt, 

Predictiones  memorabiles,  8vo.  In  parchemit  .                •             up. 

Isagoge  palladij,  8to.  In  parchment  •            •                    ojc 

Coteplationes  Idiotss,  16mo.           .              .  .                            m. 

Gilds  eptstola,  8vo.  In  parchment             .  .            .             .          iiji. 

Aneuch  is  ane  feist,  4to.                .                •  .                   .        xijd. 

Lustie  Juuetus  [Qu :  what  edition  of  that  rare  dramatic  gem  ?]  xtjd. 

The  signature  of  J.  Baowo  is  subjoined.  Sraa  of  yis  oompt  b 

XTljl  IUJS.  injd. 

Rax.  Thaaurare  we  greit  mow  wetiL     It  it  our  will  and  we  charge  sow  that  u 

Incontinent  after  the  tyt  hdrof  antr  or  lauit  Johnne  gipxmn  buikbindar  of  the 

towme  of  temntene  punde  mjt.  <$&  within  mitienat  Tobe  thmkefultie  olbmt  t§ 

tow  tn  tor  comptit  heping  this  <f  precept  together  wt  the  said  Johnne  hit  acqwttice 

yrvpounfor  tor  worrad  Subtcryuit  wt  (f  hand  At  Hahjruidhout  the  first  day  of 

October  1580. 

James  R. 

R.  Dunfermiing  A  (kmsbutkenneth. 

I  Johnne  Gibsoun  he  the  tennor  heirof  grant  me  to  haue  ressaait  fra  Robert 
coluill  of  cleishe  in  name  of  my  lord  tbesaurar  the  sowrae  of  aerintene  punde 
iiijs.  iiijd.  oonfbrme  to  y\s  compt  and  precept  within  writtin  off  ye  qlk  sowme  I 
hald  me  weiil  qtent  &  payit  and  discbarge  him  hereof  for  euir  Be  thir  pnte 
subscryuit  with  my  hand  At  Edr  the  zt  day  of  nouember  1580 

Johnegybsone  wt  my  hand 


EIGHTH  DAY.  501 

thickly  studded  gilt  ornaments  on  the  back,  seemed  almost 
uniformly  to  prevail.  I  well  know  that  they  were  fond 
of  beating  their  books,  a  la  mode  Jranfoise,  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  same  century ;  for  to  the  best  of*my  recol- 
lection, one  of  their  popular  poets  hath  invoked  his  muse 
upon  this  express  subject*    But  it  is  from  the  letters  of 


*  invoked  his  mute  upon  this  express  subject.]  lis  the  Cot 8 wold  Musk  to 
which  Lisardo  makes  allusion:  for  thus  warbleth  that  Dame  in  a  certain 
duodecimo  volume,  entitled  '  Nympha  Libethris ;  or  the  Cottwold  Mute,  Present- 
ing tome  extempore  verses  to  the  Imitation  ofyong  Scholars,  In  four  Parti.  London, 
Printed  for  F.  A.  at  Worcester.  1651, 12mo. 

LVI.   TO  THE  BoOK-BINDEB. 

Has  my  Muse  made  a  mult?  Friend,  I  entreat, 

Before  you  bind  her  up,  you  wou'd  ber  beat. 

Though  She 's  not  loose  and  wanton,  I  can  tell, 

Unlesse  you  beat  her,  you'l  ne'r  bind  her  well.  p.  95. 

The  author  of  this  precious  quatrain  was  Clement  Barksdale :  who,  by  the  bye, 
I  suspect  of  having  had  rather  a  dash  of  the  book-mania  about  him ;  for  he  thus 
addresseth  a  certain  '  D.  Charlton  :* 

To  my  Brother  D.  Charlton. 
Pother  hard  work  have  Eltivirs  the  Lei 
Den  printers  finisht,  De  Lithiasi 
Or  have  they  fail'd?  Then  let  the  book's  disease 
Frequent  with  writers,  on  the  printers  cease. 

What  to  the  pious  father  death  did  give, 

Will  make  the  son,  amongst  best  authors,  live.  p.  95. 

A  little  before  his  address  to  the  Bookbinder,  he  is  pleased  to  disport  himself 
in  the  following  manner  with  his  Printer. 

LV.  To  the  Printer. 

Did  I  effuse  a  little  more  of  brine 
On  m*  Epigrams,  in  such  and  such  a  line ; 
Or  could  I  write,  as  well  as  you  can  Print,9 
Unless  there  be  a  fatal  disaster  int, 
(Although  my  Thuanf  were  not  of  quick  sale) 
The  Muse  will  roundly  off  like  Cotswald%  Ale. 


9  Which  is  badly  and  incorrectly  enough :  especially  the  Latin, 
t  Qu.  An  edition  of  Thuanus  ?  $  For  Cotswold  Ale, 
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that  fine  old  episcopal  bibliomaniac,  Bishop  Cosin,  (of 
whom  I  hope  to  hear  something  from  Lysander  in  our 
Tenth  Day)  that  we  gather  perhaps  the  best  account  of 
the  style  of  binding  which  generally  prevailed  before  the 
reign  of  *  good  Queen  Anne.'* 

Pray,  tell  the  Bookseller,  if  he  will  sect, 
Th'  Epigram,  though  not  very  Bait,  is  sweet. 
No  obscene  Iests,  no  jeeres  fell  from  my  Pen : 
Bat  it  delights  in  praise  of  Book*  and  Men, 

Barksdale's  Musa  Libetltru  is  a  volume  of  considerable  rarity  and  not  incon- 
siderable dulness;  and  it  brings  to  my  recollection  a '  roerrie  conceited  iest' 
appertaining  thereto— worthy  perhaps  of  occupying  about  thirteen  seconds  only 
of  the  reader's  attention.  It  was  in  the  midst  of  a  storm  of  thunder  and  light- 
ning, on  a  Saturday  evening  at  Cheltenham,  (at  Mr.  Henley's)  within  about  half 
an  hour  of  my  arrival  there,  that  (a  poet  would  say  '  guided  by  the  flash  *)  I 
picked  up  a  copy  of  the  Cotswold  Muse,  marked  at  12*.:  which,  after  an  atten- 
tive perusal,  and  making  certain  extracts  therefrom,  was  disposed  of,  amongst 
other  books,  by  public  auction  at  Mr  Evans's,  for  the  sum  of— ('  Gentry  touch 
the  warbling  lyre ')  Four  Pounds,  sixteen  Shillings  11*1  will  not  name  the 
purchaser ;  since  no  man  has  it  in  his  power  of  giving  greater  publicity  to  his 
own  name,  and  valorous  bibliomaniacal  exploits.  But  what  a  far  more •  merrie 
conceited  iest '  might  be  told  respecting  the  disposal  (at  the  same  time,  and  by 
the  same  book-auctioneer)  of  the  Fibst  Edition  of  Drunken  Babnabt?— 
which,  rather  to  the  northward,  (northward  for •  Nosegays,'  but  *  Westward  for 
Smelts !'  says  that  colossal  bibliomaniac,  Attkus)  was  picked  up  by  me  •  in  Feurier 
\the  colde  Seson' — in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1815  ? !  '  Hear  it  not,  Bumkam,  'tis  a 
knell  .'• .  A  truce  to  enigma  and  mystery :  and  let  the  curious  reader  be  informed 
that  my  friend  Sir  Egerton  Brydges  put  forth,  in  the  most  elegant  manner 
possible,  from  his  Lea  Priory  Frets,  a  reprint  of  the  Cotswold  Muse,  in  1816,  in 
a  duodecimo  form,  of  which  only  60  copies  were  printed.  This  is,  to  borrow  the 
learned  language  of  the  Herald's  college, '  all  propper.' 

*  style  of  binding  before  the  reign  of '  good  Quern  Anne.]  lisardo  is  perfectly 
correct  in  his  designation  of  Bishop  Cosin— who  was,  in  truth,  the  very  giant 
of  episcopal  bibliomauiacism :  and  to  whom  the  reader  shall  not  fail  to  be  intro- 
duced by  Lysander  (as  above  intimated)  in  the  Tbnth  Day  of  this  Decameron. 
Mr.  Surtees,  in  his  princely  folio  tome  entitled  the  History  and  Antiquities  of  the 
County  Palatine  of  Durham,  1816,  pt.  i.  p.  dx,  ex,  informs  us  how  this  said 


*  A  copy  of  the  same  edition  is  marked  in  the  Anglo-Poetica  of  Messrs. 
Longman  and  Co.  1815, 8vo.  no.  83,  at  201.1  This  b  the  *  vires  acquirit  eunoV 
with  a  vengeance! 
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The  commencement  of  the  Eighteenth  Century  saw  the 
rise  and  progress  of  the  rival  libraries  of  Hakley  and 
Sunderland.     What  a  field  therefore  was  here  for  the 


bibliomaniacal  Bishop  '  frequently  enters,  con  aroore,  into  all  the  minutiae  of 
binding,  lettering,  and  the  disposition  of  the  shelves  and  presses.'  Moreover, 
continues  Mr.  Surtees, '  there  is  scarcely  a  letter  of  the  Bishop's  in  which  he 
does  not  urge  the  purchasing  of  books,'  &c.  But  our  present  business  is  the 
Cosinian  style  of  Binding.  Here  follow,  gentle  reader,  a  few  extracts  from 
the  original  letters  (furnished  me  by  the  county  historian  aforesaid)  not  wholly 
divested  of  interest  respecting  the  momentous  subject  of  this  the  Eighth  Day  of 
our  Decameron.  From  a  collection,  of  which  the  owner  expressly  and  repeatedly 
enjoins  that '  the  bookes  should  be  all  rubbed  once  a  fortnight  before  the  fire  to  pre- 
vent moulding/ (Oct.  18v  1670)  what  might  not  be  expected  as  to  condition!? 
For  ornament,  or  pattern,  read  thus : 


To  the  right  Bevd.  Ffather  in  God  Iohn  Ld\  Bp.  of  Durham. 

For  one  booke  of  Acts  bd.  in  white  lether         .  0    2  6 

For  binding  the  Bible  &  Comon  Prayer,  and     1 

double  gilding  and  other  trouble  in  fitting  them  J 

Pd.  for  ruleing  the  Comon  Prayer  .  0    8  0 


The  totall  3  10  6 
However  extravagant  the  reader  may  conceive  the  charge  of  3/.  to  have  been,  a 
century  and  a  half  ago,  for  the  binding  of  a  Bible  and  Common  Prayer,  he  will 
be  yet  more  startled  from  the  following  specimen  of  the  Bishop's  voluptuous  taste 
in  the  bibliopegistic  art,  which  occurs  in  an  inventory  '  of  books,  plate,  and 
ornaments  for  the  service  of  tbe  altar:'  see  Surtees,  p.  cix.  '  Received  the 
31  January,  1662,  of  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God,  John,  Lord  Bishop  of 
Durham,  by  the  hands  qfMyles  Stapylton,  the  summe  of  one  hundred  pounds,  being 
in  part  of  payment  for  the  plate  and  veorkmanship  of  the  covers  of  a  Bible  and 
Common  Prater  booke,  I  say  received  by  me  MS.  Homer,  Goldsmith,  100  J.' 
Again :  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Arden  to  Myles  Stapylton,  the  Bishop's  secretary, 
of  the  date  of  Dec  8, 1662,  the  former  observes :  '  My  Lord  desires  you  to 
bespeake  black  leather  eases  lined  with  green  for  the  silver  and  gilt  bookes  for  the 
Countess  of  Clarendon,  to  caxrie  and  keepe  them  in ;  an  ordinary  box  or  any 
other  way  will  serve  to  carrie  those  to  my  Lord  Chancellor.'  Thus  our  Bishop 
was  more  courteous  to  my  Lady  than  my  Lord !  Once  more :  and  admirably 
characteristic  of  its  noble,  amiable,  and  yet  somewhat  fidgetty  author.  It  is  from 
a  letter  of  the  Bishop's,  of  the  date  of  1671,  to  his  secretary  Stapylton.  '  You' 
spend  a  greate  deale  of  time  and  many  letters  about  Hugh  Hutchinson,  and  the 
armes  he  is  to  set  upon  my  bookes.  Where  the  backs  are  aU  gilded  over,  there  must 
bee  of  necessity  a  piece  of  crimson  leather  set  on  to  receive  the  stamp,  and  upon 
all  paper  and  parchment  books  besides.    The  like  course  must  be  taken  with 

VOL.  II.  I  i 


504  EIGHTH   DAY. 

display  of  the  bibliopegistic  art !  What  a  harvest  for  the 
bookbinders !  Hurley  usually  preferred  re<Lmorocco,  with  a 
broad  border  of  gold,  and  the  fore-edges  of  the  leaves 
without  colour  or  gilt  In  this  latter  respect  he  was  deci- 
dedly wrong ;  as  gilt  forms  an  adamantine  shield  of  protec- 
tion. Generally  speaking,  the  Harleian  volumes  are  most 
respectably  bound;*  but  they  have  little  variety,  and  the 
style  of  art  which  they  generally  exhibit  rather  belongs  to 
works  of  devotion. 

such  bookes  as  are  rude  and  greasy  and  not  apt  to  receive  the  stamp.  The  impres- 
sion will  be  taken  the  better  if  Hutchinson  shaves  the  leather  thinner.'  Now 
whether  Hutchinson  was  a  good  or  a  bad '  shaver/  it  remains,  I  believe,  yet  to  be 
ascertained;  but  that  my  Lord  Bishop  of  Durham,  hight  John  Cosin,  was  a 
'  fine  old  Episcopal  bibliomaniac,'  and  evinced  the  true,  ardent,  and  accurate 
spirit  which  all  thorough-bred  book  collectors  ought  to  possess— is,  to  my  humble 
apprehension,  quite  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt  or  question.  The  reader 
perhaps  longs  to  make  further  acquaintance  with  him ...  all  in  good  time. 

*  the  Harleian  volumes  are  respectably  bound.]  Lisardo  is  right  in  his  general 
description  of  the  Harleian  books.  They  had  frequently  also  a  star  or  lozenge 
of  gold  in  the  ceutre  of  the  sides,  and  the  lining  was  usually  Dutch  marble  paper. 
It  was  a  sufficiently  pleasing  occurrence  for  Mr.  Grenvilks  to  find  his  vsllum 
copy  of  the  Petri  Carmeliani  Carmen  (printed  by  Pynson,  without  date,  in  4to. 
see  the  Typog.  Antiq.  vol.  ii.  p.  548-552)  from  the  style  of  its  binding,  to 
have  been  formerly,  in  all  probability,  the  very  copy  noticed  in  the  B&l. 
Harleian.  vol.  i.  no.  7485.  This  precious  and  rare  volume  had  *  worked  itself' 
into  the  Maearthy  Collection  ;  from  which  collection  it  was  most  gallantly  obtained 
by  Mr.  Grenville.  The  condition  of  it  is  extremely  desirable ;  and  on  many 
accounts  it  must  be  considered  a  very  curious  historical  document 

I  have  often  consulted  my  bibliomaniacal  friends  respecting  the  name  of  the 
binder,  or  binders,  of  the  Harleian  library.  Had  Baoford  or  Wanuy  the 
chief  direction?  I  suspect  the  latter :  yet  the  former  seems  to  have '  braced  up' 
his  unwieldy  faculties  towards  something  rather  curious  respecting  the  biblio- 
pegistic art;  for  thus  appears  his  advertisement,  or  proheme,  relating  thereto— 
in  his  Essay  upon  Coster  and  the  Art  of  Printing,  in  the  Phihs.  Tnauac. 
vol.  xzv.  p.  2401.  '  Book-binding  shall  be  handled  in  all  its  parts ;  its  several 
ages  and  times.  Also  the  form,  sice,  and  volume :  folding,  sewing,  head-banding, 
several  sorts  of  boards  for  covers,  clasping,  bossing,  ore.  also  in  all  countries,  as 
China,  Persia,  Turkey,  Greece ;  ancient  and  modern  Germany,  Italy,  France, 
Holland,  and  Spain ;  but  more  particularly  England.'  This  is  <  bold  and  brave* 
with  a  vengeance! 
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The  Augustan  period  of  Mead,  West,  and  Ratcliffe 
exhibited  pretty  much  the  same  character  of  bibliopegistic 
art  Mead,  who  did  everything  in  a  grand  style,  was  more 
magnificent  than  West,  and  West  had  infinitely  better 
taste  than  Ratcliffe.  Indeed  the  volumes  of  poor  Ratcliffe 
betrayed  something  almost  abhorrent  in  the  bibliopegistic 
costume :  f  for  his  fierce  contrast  of  red  and  dark  blue  was 
justified  by  no  theory  of  colour  whatever.  Yet  Farmer 
was  more  slovenly  even  than  Ratcliffe.  Pearson  put  his 
bird  upon  the  backs  of  his  books ;  and  with  those  who 
knew  with  what  judgment  that  bibliomaniacal  Major  col- 
lected, such  an  ornament  needed  no  other  recommendation 
for  the  possession  of  the  volume.  Remember  how  our 
friend  Mercutio  exulted,  at  a  late  sale,  when  he  held  up 
this  bird  across  the  room — which,  like  the  head  of  Medusa 
absolutely  lapidified  his  Adversary ! 

We  have  now  reached  the  period  of  the  Montagus  and 
Baumgarten8,  and  what  are  called  the  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge Bindings.*   The  general  characteristic  of  these  bind- 

•  ^mmething  almost  abhorrent  hi  the  bibliopegistic  art.']  This  expression  stands 
in  need  of  qualification ;  as  Lisardo  seems  absolutely  raving  about  the  hideous- 
nest  of  the  Ratcliffian  tomes.  They  are  not  so  completely  graceless  as  the 
reader  may  imagine.  The  linings,  it  is  true,  are  a  dark  shining  blue,  (no 
rhyming  intended— gentle  reader!)  on  a  white  paper  fly  leaf:  upon  the  top  of 
which  latter  is  usually  printed  the  word  '  Perfect/  The  exteriors  of  RatclmVs 
rarer  black  letter  volumes  were  generally  reoSmorooco ;  with  a  fair  good  sprink- 
ling of  gilt  on  the  backs.    Ratcliffe  had  also  a  vehement  love  of  green  calf  •«- 

*  twoold  a  Saint  provoke  1' — but  as  he  has  spared  the  fides  of  a  precious  little 
Prymer  of  Salisbury,  which  once  belonged  to  Diana  of  Poitiers,  (and  upon  which 
Diana's  insignia  were  impressed ;  see  page  489  ante);  and  confined  his  '  calf- 
green'  passion  to  the  back  only,  of  that  interesting  tome — I  can  forgive  him  for 
a  world  of  bad  taste  and  clumsy  workmanship  observable  in  the  greater  part  of 
his  library  treasures. 

*  Oxford  ami  Cambridge  binding*]  The  above  may  be  considered  a  lair 
general  description  of  the  style  of  binding  adopted  in  the  publications  which 
issaed  from  these  respective  Alum  Matres  :  but  it  must  be  understood  that 
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iiigs,  is  a  sober  gray-tinted  calf,  with  bands ;  having  the 
interstices  filled  with  a  moderate  portion  of  gold,  and  the 
linings  and  fore-edges  marbled  The  volumes  open  extremely 
well,  and  there  is  a  sufficient  amplitude  of  margin.  Some 
of  our  friends  are  vehemently  attached  to  this  style  of  book- 
coverture  ;  and  run  with  avidity  to  Messrs.  Cuthell  and 
Priestley,  when,  in  their  thumping  annual  catalogues,  they 
announce  certain  copies  to  have  this  characteristic  binding. 
Upon  the  whole,  we  may  consider  it  as  one  step  beyond  the 
Doric,  and  probably  approaching  the  Ionic,  order  of  Biblio- 
pegism. 

The  British  public  had  not  yet  seen  the  Corinthian  order, 
when  up  rose  Roger  Payne*— like  a  star  diffusing  lustre  on 

Lisardois  taking  hi*  audience  back  to  the  time  of  George  the  Second.  Latterly, 
there  has  been  nothing,  I  think,  particularly  distinctive  of  the  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  bindings.  In  Hearne's  time,  they  bound  in  a  sober,  quaker-coiouml, 
brown  calf,  at  Oxford ;  and  were  not  a  little  addicted  to  the  '  cutting  and 
pruning '  system.  It  is  the  fashion  to  speak  highly  of  large  paper  Hearae?  hi 
original  bindings:  but  this  is  mere  prejudice.  Lord  Spencer  possesses,  I  believe, 
every  large  paper  Hearne,  saving  the  original  edition  of  the  Itinerary ;  and 
among  these  are  copies  in  the  original  binding,  and  copies  <  bound  out  aftkteu: 
Which  dost  love  best,  bibhopegiitic  virtuoso  ?  A  dwarf  or  a  giant  copy?  '  A 
giant/  say  yon.  The  question  was  hardly  worth  putting :  but  the  gist  of  thb 
'  disporting '  is,  that  *  giants '  must  be  sought  after  among  copies  '  bound  out  of 
sheets,'  and  not  among  original  Oxford  bindings  1 

*  up  rose  Room  Payne.]  At  the  mention  of  this  magical  name,  in  the 
«annals  of  Bibliopboxsm,  *  uprise*  also  the  spirit  and  heart's  Wood  of  the 
Bibliomaniac.   While  his  pulse  runs  somewhat  bard  upon  99  to  the  minute,  his 
eye,  *  in  a  fine  phrensy  rolling,'  darts  along  bis  book-shelves,  in  search  of  a 
duodecimo,  or  octavo,  or  quarto,  or  folk),  or  one  of  each — *  bound  by  Roger 
Payne,'  as  they  emphatically  designate  his  bibliopegbtJC  achievements.     Of 
this  Roger  Patnb  strictly  so  called— for  it  is  doubtful  whether  he  ever  knew 
Pleasure  (save  the  pleasure  of  tipling)  in  his  life,  let  it  be  known  that  he 
was  a  native  of  WvuUor  Forest;  (another  feather  to  the  fame  of  that  romantic 
retreat!  —see  Pope's  poem  so  called)  where,  if  he  did  not  •  warble  his  native 
•  wood-notes  wild/  possible  it  is,  that  when  a  child,  he  amused  himself  in  peeling 
bark  from  oaken  or  beechen  trees,  and  moulding  it  into  the  shape  of  a  '  boke.' 
Be  this  as  it  may;  our  friend  Roger,  as  he  grew  towards  man's  estate,  betook 


L 
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all  rides,  and  rejoicing  the  hearts  of  all  c  true  Sons '  of 
Bibliomania.  The  tasteful  Collector  no  longer  deplored 
the  inefficient  attempts  of  his  countrymen  to  rival  the  glories 


himself  to  Eton,  that  receptacle  of  bibliomaniacisra,  and  was  probably  employed 
by  the  b  ic&vv  Potb,  the  great  bookseller  of  that  learned  collegiate  Academy. 
From  Eton  to  London  are  but  some  short  22  miles ;  and  men  of  genius,  when 
within  the  Niagara-like  ripples  or  eddies  of  London,  feel  themselves  instinctively 
and  irresistibly  drawn  towards  that  same  metropolis  :  and  so  it  happened  that 
•  our  Roger'  speedily  began  to  look  about  him  in  the  streets  of  the  said  London. 

His  first  employer  was  Tom  Osborne  ;  a  name  equally  familiar  to  thorough- 
bred  book  antiquaries.  Osborne  (as  described  to  me  by  one  who  konr  him 
well)  was  a  rough,  imperative  tradesman  j  and  Roger  happened  also  to  have  a 
rough,  untractaple  spirit ;  so  that  a  close  or  lasting  connection  between  them 
could  not  be  reasonably  expected.  They  separated;  when  our  hero  of  gilt 
tooling  betook  himself  to  his  namesake— Thomas  Payne,  the  bookseller— (the 
father  of  the  present  Mr.  Thomas  Payne)  who  was  by  no  means  related  to  him, 
but  of  whose  fosteriug  and  benign  spirit  it  is  most  probable  that  Roger  had  had 
some  sufficiently  substantial  proof.  It  was  not  therefore  'Roger  versus  Thomas/ 
but  *  Thomas  erga  Roger  :'  and  most  true  it  is,  as  stated  in  Mr.  Nichols'  Literary 
Anecdotes,  vo .  ill.  p.  736,  that  Thomas  Payne,  the  leading  bookseller  of  his  time, 
shewed  an  unremitting  benevolence  of  disposition  towards  Roger  Payne,  the 
unrivalled  book-binder  of  the  same  period :  a  union,  not  less  natural  than  glo- 
rious. These  men  were  therefore  the  Cipriani  and  Bartotom,  or,  if  you  please,  the 
Wilson  and  Woollet  of  the  age.  Mr.  Thomas  Payne  concluded  by  setting  Roger 
Payne  up  in  business,  near  Leicester  Square,  somewhere  between  the  years 
1766  and  1770.  The  fault  was  therefore  Roger's  if  the  result  proved  *  inglori- 
rious.'  Our  hero  of '  gilt  tooling*  aforesaid,  commenced  his  career  of  fame  and 
fortune  with  a  brother  of  the  name  of  Thomas;  but  the  union  proved  anything 
but  a  fraternal  one.  Tom  was  the  drudge  or  forwarder;  Roger  reserved  for 
himself  the  colophonic  *  department,  exclusively. 

At  what  precise  period  Roger's  love  of  *  barley  broth '  in  preference  to  *  sack' 
(see  the  edit  of  Mart's  Utopia,  vol.  iL  p.  272,  &c.  1810, 12mo.)  began  to  evince 
itself,  has  not  been  thoroughly  ascertained ;  but  the  met  has  been  too  unequivo- 
cally substantiated,  that,  instead  of  laying  by  money  for '  chariot  or  coach '  (as 


*  '  Colophon  is  a  word  derived  from  a  city  of  that  name  in  Asia,  where  the 
artists  of  all  descriptions  were  exceedingly  expert,  insomuch  that  KoAofeoVA 
krfliievou  became  a  proverb  among  the  Greeks ;  signifying  ultimam  manum 
isnponeret  to  put  the  finishing  hand  to  any  thing.  The  same  idea  was  implied  by 
the  word  Colophonem  among  the  Romans,  &c.  Thomas's  History  of  Printing  ni 
America,  vol.  i.  p.  14 :  1810,  8*o. 
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of  Du  Sueil  and  Padaloup — there  was  no  longer  sorrow 
and  despair  among  the  worshippers  of  the  memories  of 
Gboliee  and  De  Thou — for  they  now  beheld  an  artist,  the 
produce  of  their  own  soil,  who  bid  fair  to  eclipse  the  most 

above  intimated  by  Lisardo)  our  Boger  bethought  himself  only  of  the  virtues  of 
the  said '  barley  broth ;'  chaunting  aloud,  as  he  put  the  finishing  touches  between 
the  bands— or  as  he  run  the '  guinea-edge'  along  the  very  band  itself— 

Come,  all  yon  brave  Wights, 
That  are  dubbed  Ale-knigkU, 

Now  set  out  yourselves  in  fight  t 
And  let  them  that  crack 
In  the  praises  of  Sack, 

Know  Malt  is  of  sickle  might. 

Though  Sack  they  define* 
To  be  holy,  divine. 

Yet  is  it  but  natural  liquor  ; 
Ale  hath  for  its  part, 
An  addition  of  art 

To  make  it  drink  thinner  or  thicker.9 
&c.  &c  &c 

like  Fabtiff,  our  bibhopegistjc  knight  preferred  his  drink  to  his  ate*.  Mr. 
Payne,  the  living  and  vary  worthy  ttbliopotist,  and  son  of  the  Protector  of 
Boger,  bath  a  •  plesaunt  conceited  iest  *  hereupon.  He  remembereth  well  a 
memorandum  of  *  monies  spent '  of  our  Boger,  which  was  endited  after  the  fol- 
lowing fashion: 

Far  Baton  ...  1  kalf-Bamy 

For  Liquor  .  .  1  shilling !  1 1 

which  reminds  us  of  the  four  following  excellent  lines*  in  that  — *'— *  and 
facetious  comedy  intituled  Gammer  Gurtorit  Needle : 

When  I  saw  it  booted  not  out  of  doors  I  hied  me 
And  caught  a  slip  qf  Bacon  when  I  saw  that  none  espied  me 
Which  I  intended  not  for  hence  unless  my  purpose  sail 
Shall  serve  for  a  shoing  horn  to  drawn  on  two  pott  of  ale. 

But  Boger  himself  was  a  poet  upon  this  darling  theme.  Mr.  Evans  has  favoured 
me,  from  memory,  with  the  following  effusion  of  his  malt-loving  muse— which 
accompanied  a  bill  delivered  for  binding  <  Barry  am  the  Wines  of  the 


•  Recreation  for  Ingenious  Hcadr  Pieces,  or  a  Plctavnt  Groat  for  tktir  WtUta 
walk  in,  12mo.  sign,  A  a.  5. 
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successful  efforts  of  all  foreign  binders,  of  whatever  age  or 
country.  Accordingly,  the  said  Roger  Payne  had  nothing 
to  do  but  to  sit  quietly  and  orderly  at  home,  to  regulate  his 
hours  of  business  and  of  meals,  to  let  his  fare  be  moderate, 
and  his  domestic  habits  simple ;  and  if  he  could  not  rise 
with  the  sun  or  the  lark,  nor  go  to  bed  when  they  also 
retired  to  rest,  he  might  at  least  have  kept  good  and  christian- 
like hours,  and  attended  to  equally  christian-like  customs .  • 

Lorenzo.  I  conclude,  from  what  you  say,  that  he  did 
neither. 

Lisardo.  Your  conclusion  is  just.  In  short,  if  this 
identical  Roger  Payne  had  only  exhibited  something  like 
similar  habits  of  industry  and  temperance  with  those,  in  a 
sister  business,  who  bore  the  same  surname,  there  is  no 
saying  what  might  have  been  the  extent  of  his  business  or 
the  measure  of  his  wealth !  He  might  have  kept  both 
chariot  and  coach— of  an  olive-tint,  ojuleej^crimson  colour- 
as  to  him  should  seem  most  meef^Qnd  tfnr^otf  or  chestnut 
horses  might  have  been  only  eoufuledL  iif  tbn#  of  colour,  by 

(There  wot  an  ant 

Homer  the  Bard  who  sung 

The  festive  gift,  a  goblet,  for  hii 

Falernian  gave  Horace,  Virgil,  fire, 

And  Barley  Wine  my  British  Muse  inspire. 

Barley  Wine  first  from  Egypt's  learned  shore  ; 

And  this  the  gift  to  me  from  Calvert's  store. 

Sobriety  seems  to  be  as  good  '  policy '  as  '  honesty ;'  for,  from  lack  of  that 
virtue,  poor  Roger  soon  grew  ragged  and  wretched ;  and  such  was  the  state  of 
his  penury,  that  he  was  often  obliged  to  make  his  own  tools — and  those  of  iron  I 
Yet  is  this  fact  probably  the  greatest  compliment  to  his  gtnnu ;  for,  in  despite 
of  such  tools,  he  occasionally '  turned  out '  work  which  astonished  the  uninitiated, 
and  of  which  the  Beauclerks,  Cracherodes,  and  Stanleys  of  the  day  were  abso- 
lutely enamoured.  The  reader  cannot  have  a  better  idea  of  the  squalid  appear- 
ance of  the  renowned  Roosn  Payne,  than  by  the  following  facsimile  of  km 
taken  on  a  reduced  scale  from  a  private  print  which  Mr.  Payne's  Father  caused 
to  be  executed,  at  his  own  expense,  after  the  death  of  our  hero.    It  shews  '  the 
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tile  specimens  of  his  own  rtutia-bincling !  But  he  waa  a 
very  naughty  man,  and  would  take  heed  unto  none  of  these 

.uun  at  hii  work  (o  Mr.  Nicboli  mji  totj  tnJj)  in  hi*  deplorable  >mrUw; 
room.'  The  unbjouKiiiuiaipiiouia  from  the  d»«k*l  pen  of  the  higkij  re*patted 
mid  (in w  TeoenblD  Mr.  Jm 


SDGEKVS       ffATHE, 

Effigera  hiuir  gnphic-am   mllcnls  BibKopr  g>, 

-Wi-J>,«rti')ri-  mtrilis  liiMfi/wla  da/it. 
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things.    He  preferred  garments  '  all  tattered  and  torn'  to 
sound  and  comfortable  clothing;  and  would  rather  go  '  dip 

Such  was  the  usual  appearance  of  the  hero  of  his  art,  even  in  the  plenitude  of 
his  fame,  when  he  had  his  first  interview  with  Earl  Sgicer— at  that  time  busily  p 
engaged  In  {he  formation  of  a  Lib  a*  by  which  has  since  placed  him  at  the  head 
of  all  private  Collectors  in  Europe.  The  interview  however  was  rather  with  the 
Countess;  who,  when  Roger  (proud  of  his  talents  and  regardless  of  his  dress) 
thrust  himself  upon  her  notice,  was,  at  the  time,  dressing  for  court.  Her  French 
ha!r»dfesser,  upon  seeing  such  a  figure,  immediately  exclaimed, '  Ah  Dieu ! — mais 
comment  done  est-ce  que  c*est  ainsi  qu'on  se  presente  dans  ce  pais-ci  dans  un 
cabinet  de  toilette  1'. .  .The  result  of  the  interview  was  by  no  means  discouraging 
to  our  binder.  On  the  contrary,  it  proved  to  be  an  introduction  to  a  vast  deal  of 
substantial  employment :  and  from  henceforward  the  shelves  of  the  Sfbncxb 
Library  were  adorned  with  a  number  of  the  most  beautiful  and  exquisite 
productions  of  this  celebrated  artist  Indeed  the  library  in  question  is  acknow- 
ledged to  possess  the  chef-d'oeuvre  of  odr  hero.  It  is  the  Glasgow  JEachyhu  of 
1795,  folio,  containing  the  ©bioinal  illustrative  drawings  of  Flax  maw— which 
were  dedicated  to  the  Noble  Mother  of  its  present  Possessor.  And  here,  lover  of 
oddities,  the  present  seems  to  be  the  fittest  place  to  introduce  to  thy  especial 
notice,  a  few  of  the  Bill*  of  the  said  bibliopegistic  hero :  for  they  were  equally 
original  and  diverting.  Suppose  we  begin  with  the  bill  for  the  -volume  just 
mentioned  ?  Le  void ! — but  let  it  be  read  with  all  due  gravity  and  decorum— 
and  premised,  on  my  part,  that  the  ensuing  is  a  verbatim,  literatim,  and  punctuatim 
transcript  of  the  original : 

'  Aachylus.  Gla^uae,  MDCCXCV  Flaxtnan  IUuttrmk.  Bound  in  the  very 
best  manner  sew'd  with  strong  Silk,  every  Sheet  round  every  Band,  not  false 
Bands ;  The  Back  lined  with  Russia  Leather,  Cutt  Exceeding  Large ;  Finished 
in  the  most  Magnificent  Manner  Em-border*d  with  ERMINE  expressive  of  The 
High  Rank  of  The  Noble  Patroness  of  The  Designs,  The  other  Parts  Finished 
in  the  most  elegant  Taste  with  small  Tool  Gold  Borders  Studded  with  Gold; 
and  small  Tool  Panes  of  the  most  exact  Work.  Measured  with  The  Compasses. 
It  takes  a  great  deal  of  Time,  making  out  the  different  Measure-ments ;  preparing 
the  Tools ;  and  making  out  New  Patterns.  The  Back  Finished  in  Compartments 
with  parts  of  Gold  studded  Work,  and  open  Work  to  Rejfcve  the  Rich  close 
studded  Work.  All  the  Tools  except  Studded  points,  are  obliged  to  be  Workt 
off  plain  first — and  afterwards  the  Gold  laid  on  and  Worked  off  again,  And  this 
Gold  Work  requires  Double  Gold  being  on  Rough  Grain'd  Morocco,  The 
Impressions  of  the  Tools  must  be  fitted  &  coverM  at  the  bottom  with  Gold  to 
prevent  flaws,  Ac  cracks  1*  If  0 

Fine  Drawing  Paper  for  Inlaying  The  Designs  5s.    6  (/.Finest  PickO 
Lawn  paper  for  Interleaving  The  Designs  Is.  Bd.  |  1  yd  ec  ahalf  of  V  1  19  - 
Silk  10*.  6d.  Inlaying  the  Designs  at  8rf .  each— 32  DESIGNS  II.  1 . 4  J 

Mr.  Morton  adding  Borders  to  the  Drawings  .  •  1  16  - 

Lie    7 
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shod '  than  in  dancing  pumps.  His  appearance  bespoke 
either  squalid  wretchedness,  or  a  foolish  and  fierce  indiffer- 
ence to  the  received  opinions  of  mankind.    His  hair  was 

The  preceding  is  a  pretty  fair  specimen  of  the  '  original'  and  *  diverting' 
properties  of  the  bills  of  Roger  Payne.  It  is  indeed  replete  with  the  garrulous 
chit-chat  of  an  old  stager  of  four-score ;  and  in  parts  resembles  a  Coach-maker'i 
account  There  are  yet  however  more  loquacious  and  even  original  specimens  of 
the  arithmcticaj  compositions  of  our  Roger  ;  and,  as  we  are  tarrying  in  Lord 
Spencer's  library,  suppose  we  divert  ourselves  with  the  following?  It  relates  to 
the  binding  of  an  ancient  edition  of  Petrarch,  described  in  the  BibL  Spatceria*a, 
vol.  iv.  p.  141-3. 

'  The  paper  was  very  weak,  especialy  at  ye  Back  of  this  Book.  I  was 
obliged  to  use  new  paper  in  ye  Washing  to  keep  the  Book  from  being 
torn  or  broken.    To  Paper  for  Washing  S 

To  Washing  their  was  a  great  deal  of  Writing  Ink  and  the  bad  Stains, 
it  required  several  washings  to  make  the  paper  of  the  Book  quite  safe; 
for,  tho  the  Book  with  one  or  two  washings  would  look  as  well  at 
present,  it  will  not  stand  the  test  of  Tune  without  repeated  washings. 
Carefuly  and  quite  Honestly  done.  ...  9 

To  Sise-ing  very  carefuly  and  Strong  •  .-76 

To  Sise  to  Sise  the  Book        .  .  .  ..16 

To  mending  every  Leaf  in  the  Book,  for  every  Leaf  wanted  it  thro'  the 
whole  Book,  especialy  in  ye  Back  Margins.    I  have  sett  down  ye 
number  of  peices  to  each  Leal* 
Cleaning  the  whole  Book  ....  4 

1  14  6 

The  Book  had  been  very  badly  folded  and  the  Leaves  very  much  out  of 
square;  I  was  obliged  to  Compass  every  leaf  single,  and  mark  the 
irregular  parts,  and  take  them  off  without  parting  the  sise  of  the  Copy, 
very  carefuly  and  Honestly  done  .  .  0    5  6 

The  Book  being  all  in  Single  Leaves,  I  was  obliged  to  stick  it  with  silk 
fine  and  white,  to  prepare  it  for  sewing  done  in  ye  Best  manner  and 
uncommon  .  •  •  0    2  6 

4  The  copy  of  this  Book  was  in  very  bad  Condition  when  I  received 


•  1st  Leaf  5  peices,  Head  and  Back  Margins  quite  bad. 
2d.  5  peices 
3d.  5  bo. 

4th.  6 

5th.  8  peices 
6th.  3  Do. 
7th.  a 
8th.  3 
9th.  1 
10th.  2 


and  all  the  rest  of  the  same  Condition ;  all  wanted  "J 
►  Mending,  and  the  last  leaf  was  remarkably  bad,  IV  10  6 
inlayd  it  and  mended  it,  took  me  3  days  works      J 
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unkempt;  his  visage  elongated;  his  attire  wretched;  and 
the  interior  of  his  work  shop — where,  like  the  Turk,  he 
would  *  bear  no  brother  near  his  throne ' — harmonised  but 


it  The  most  Antiq.  Edition  I  think  I  have  ever  seen.  I  have  done 
the  very  best;  I  spared  no  time  to  make  as  good  and  fair  a  Copy  as  is 
in  my  power  to  do  for  any  Book  that  ever  did,  or  ever  will,  or 
ever  cam  be  done  by  me  or  another  workman ;  thinking  it  a  very  fine 
unique  edition.  Bound  in  the  very  best  manner  in  Venetian  Colourd 
morocco  leather,  sewed  with  silk,  the  Back  lined  with  a  Russia  Leather 
Finished  in  the  Antiq:  Taste,  very  Correctly  lettered,  and  very  fine 
•mall  Tool  Work,  neat  Morocco  joints,  Fine  Drawing  paper  inside  to 
suite  the  Colour  of  the  Original  paper  of  The  Book.  The  Outside 
Finished  in  a  True  Scientific  ornameutal  Taste  magnificent  The  Back 
Finished  in  the  Antiq  Taste,  very  correctly  letter'd  in  Work.  The  Whole 
Work  done  in  the  very  Best  Manner  for  preservation  and  elegant  Taste  IA    7 

No  wonder  that  Collectors  are  chary  of  such  precious  documents  of  so  renowned 
a  Bibliopegist  I 

We  must  not  yet  say  farewell  to  such  truly  original  and  brilliant  effusions 
connected  with  the  art  and  craft  of  bibliopegism.  Among  the  employers  of  our 
Boger,  was  Dr.  Moseley ;  who  I  presume  took  a  compensation '  in  kind'  for 

*  the  learned  advice'  wliich  he  was  in  the  habit  of  giving  to  his  ingenious  but 
untractabie  patient  At  the  sale  of  the  Doctor's  library,  in  1815,  several  specimens 
of  Roger's  bills  were  discovered ;  and  among  them,  the  following :  from  which 
we  learn  that  the  Philosopher  who  could  place  '  health'  in  the  first  rank,  and 

*  money '  in  the  second,  preferred  nevertheless  a '  sboing  horn*  of '  Ale*  to  every 
other  earthly  felicity — thus  again  singing,  as  he  with  difficulty  put  on  his  night 
cap  for  his  truckle-bed— 

<  But  history  gathers 
From  aged  forefathers 

That  Ales  the  true  liquor  ot  life ; 
Men  liv'd  long  in  health 
And  preserved  theib  wealth 
Whilst  Barley-Broth  only  was  rife.' 

Recreation*  far  Ingenious  Bead  Pieces,  ibid. 

But  the  reader  is  beginning  to  be  impatient  for  our  Roger's '  set  off'  against  the 
( learned  advice '  of  Dr.  Moseley.    Here  are  two  of  these  specimens : 

*  The  Cams  Astro  Eiimata  was,  according  to  the  time  and  work  in  the  binding 
put  at  4s.  less  than  the  time  it  took  in  that  work.  And  (Dr.  Mosely)  in  his  great 
goodness  will,  I  am  confident  consider  the  bad  condition  of  this  Book,  and  thro' 
a  full  desire  to  do  the  very  best  for  the  learned  Advice,  which  is  more  to  me 
than* Money.  Health  1st  Money  2nd.  best  I  have  agreed  to  make  an  abate- 
ment of  4s.  in  the  Washing,  Mending,  ficc' 
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too  justly  with  the  general  character  and  appearance  of  its 
owner  With  the  greatest  possible  display  of  humility,  in 
speech  and  in  writing,  he  united  quite  the  spirit  of  quixotic 


*  Harmony  of  the  World,  by  Heydon,  London,  164*.  Bound  in  the  very  best 
manner ;  the  Book  sew'd  in  the  very  best  manner  with  white  silk,  very  strong, 
and  will  open  easy,  very  neat,  and  strong  boards,  fine  drawing  Paper  inside 
stained  to  suit  the  color  of  ye  Book.  The  outsides  finished  in  the  Rone  Crucian 
Taste,  very  correct  measured  work.  The  inside  finished  in  the  Druid  Taste  with 
Acorns,  and  S.  S.  (vide  Stukeley's  Abury)  studded  with  stars,  &c  in  the  most 
magnificent  manner.  So  neat,  elegant,  and  strong  as  this  Book  is  bound.  The 
Binding  is  well  worth  lSf.  and  the  inlaying  the  frontispiece,  cleauing  and  mend- 
ing, is  worth  is.  To  (Dr.  Moscleys)  great  goodness  I  am  so  much  indebted, 
that  my  gratitude  setts  the  price  for  the  Binding,  inlaying,  cleaning,  and  mending, 
at  only  L.  0  10  6.    1796, 11th  August,  Reed,  the  Contents  by  me, 

Roger  Payne. 

'  Soul  of  Astrology,  by  Salmon,  Land.  1679.  Bound  in  ye  very  best  manner, 
sewd  with  Silk,  very  neat  morocco  joints,  fine  drawing  paper  inside,  Russia  Lea- 
ther of  the  true  Russia  colour  as  Imported,  great  care  hath  been  taken  to  refold 
and  putt  the  Margins  in  the  best  order  for  preservation  as  possible,  gilt  leaves 
not  cut  N.  B.  a  great  deal  of  time  more  than  common  in  binding  this  Book,  9. 6. . 

'  Parts  of  the  Book  washed  and  mended  in  the  following  places,  ore  page  19, . 
155,  259,  274,  311,  334,  401,  page  221,  back  Margins,  frontispiece  neatly 
inlaid,  &c.    Bastard  Title,  lined  several  Margins,  torn  places  mended  not  sett 
down,  dirty  places  clean'd  very  carefully.1 

Let  the  learned  hereafter  determine  what  was  here  exactly  meant  by  the  - 
'  Rosis  Crucian  Taste.'  The  modern  gentleman,  designated  by  that  name, 
hath  no  pretensions  to  such  lore.  I  subjoin  two  more  specimens ;  presuming  that 
the  patience  of  the  reader  is  not  yet  quite  exhausted.  They  exhibit  the  very 
quintessence  of  orthography,  and  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  contemptuous  manner 
in  which  our  Roger  was  wont  to  speak  of  his  bretheren  in  the  same  art.  They 
belong  to  volumes  in  the  possession  of  my  friend  Mr.  Utterson. 

'  Vesalii  Humani  Corporis  fabrica.  The  Title  Washed,  Cleaned  and  very 
neatly  Mended,  The  opposite  Leaf  Ditto.  The  Portrate  Margins  Cleaned  and 
the  opposite  Leaf  Ditto.  Fine  Drawing  Paper  inside,  exceeding  neat  and  strong 
morocco  joints,  Fine  purple  paper  inside  very  neat  The  Outsides  Finished  with 
Double  Panes  and  Corner  Tools  agreable  to  The  Book.  The  Back  Finished  in 
a  very  elegant  Manner  with  small  Tools,  the  Boards  required  Peice-ing  with 
Strong  Boards  and  strong  Glue  to  prevent  future  Damage  to  tlie  Corners  of  the 
Book.  2  Cutts  new  Guarded.  The  former  Book-binder  had  mended  it  very 
badly  as  usiaL  I  have  done  the  very  Best  Work  in  my  Power  according  to  . 
Orders,  took  up  a  great  deal  of  Time.  0L  15s.  Qd. 
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independence.  Such  a  compound — such  a  motley  union — 
was  probably  never  before  concentrated  in  one  and  the 
same  individual ! 


'  Smdys  TravcU  MDC.X.  Wxti*  and  Sp<m>t  TraveU  M.DCLXXV,  Bound 
iu  the  very  beat  Manner,  sewd  in  the  Best  manner  with  Bands  outside  of  ye 
Back.  Fine  Drawing  Paper  for  flying  Leaves  at  ye  begyning  and  end  of  the 
Book.    Fine  dark  Colonrd  Purple  Paper  inside,  &  morocco  Joints  very  neat. 

'  The  Back  coverd  with  Russia  Leather,  before  the  outside  cover  was  put  on. 
N.  B.  The  Common  practice  of  Book-binders  is  to  Line  their  Books  with  Brown 
or  Cartridge  Paper,  the  Paper  lining  splits  and  parts  from  the  Backs  and  will 
not  last  for  Time  and  much  reading.  Bound  in  the  finest  Russia  Leather  of  the 
same  Colour  as  imported.  Parts  was  staind  wanted  washing  and  cleaning,  which 
I  have  taken  particular  care  to  do,  to  make  the  Books  as  fair  and  dean 
as  I  possibly  could,  it  being  a  principal  object  to  make  it  a  fine  Copy.  Their  was 
a  great  many  torn  places,  which  I  mended  as  neat  as  I  possibly  could,  of  the 
same  Colour'd  paper  as  the  Books.  The  Prints  wanted  new  margins  to  all  of 
them,  except  2  or  3,  for  the  old  margins  was  raged  and  staind,  I  have  taken  care 
to  peice  the  margins  very  neat  with  paper  of  the  same  Colour  and  substance,  in 
the  thickness  or  thiness  of  the  various  Prints  as  I  possobly  could,  took  a  great 
deal  of  time.  I  hope  I  have  been  earful  to  put  in  the  very  best  impressions;  I 
have  taken  care  not  to  beat  or  any  ways  injure  the  Prints,  I  have  been  conscien- 
tiously care-ful  in  all  parts  of  ye  Work  L.1  IS  0  Dec.  1st  1794,  Reed,  the 
Contents.  Per  Roger  Payne,  Book-binder.' 

•  If  my  friend  Mr.  Disraeli  should  ever  favour  us  with  a  fourth  volume  of  his 

Curiosities  of  Literature,  he  will  probably  not  forget  how  strong  a  claim  some  of 

the  preceding  extracts  may  have  to  a  niche  in  his  octavo  pages.    But  it  is  time 

to  draw  towards  the  close  of  these  Rogeruma.   Our  unrivalled,  but  hapless  artist, 

continued  his'  labours  with  various  success  and  vicissitudes  till  his  death,  which 

happened  in  1797.  Towards  bis  latter  years,  he  took  one  Richard  Wixb  to  be 

a  fellow  labourer  in  his  <  wretched  workshop.'   Wier  happened  to  be  as  fond  of 

'  barley  broth9  as  his  associate ;  and  could  repeat  the  whole  of  the  song,  just  in 

part  quoted,  with  still  more  precision  than  Roger :  oftentimes  exulting — towards 

the  dote  of  it—that 

<  Sock's  but  single  broth : 

Ale's  meat,  drink,  and  doth, 

Say  they  that  know  never  a  letter.' 

Sobriety  is  allowed  on  all  hands  to  be  the  parent  of  union ;  inebriation,  of  dis- 
cord. And  thus  it  happened  between  these  two  doughty  champions  of  the 
bibliopegistic  art.  They  were  always  quarrelling ;  but  Wier,  who  was  moulded 
in  the  Hercules  Farnese  form,  used  sometimes  to  thrash  bis  master  into  acquies- 
cence and  submission :  and  Mr.  6.  Nicol  informs  me  that  poor  Roger  used  to 
compose  a  sort  of  Memoirs  ef  the  CwU  Wan  between  himself  and  his  fellow- 
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Belinda.  Be  so  obliging  as  to  inform  us  of  the  character 
of  his  binding;  of  its  excellence  and  defects. 
Lisabdo.  Willingly ;  but  in  few  words.    His  ornament! 


labourer.  Tbey  afterwards  parted.  Wier  went  abroad,  aud  being  taken  by  a 
privateer,  be  threatened  to  demolish  half  the  crew  if  they  did  not  liberate  him. 
However,  before  this  happened,  both  Roger  and  Wier  were  taken  under  the 
umbrageous  wings  of  Mr.  Mackinlay  the  bookbinder.  (Of  the  renowned  Mas* 
Wiib  we  shall  quickly  make  especial  mention.)  Aud  here  ends  our  history  of 
Roger  Payne.  His  later  efforts,  under  the  pressure  of  poverty,  disease,  and 
dependence,  shewed  that  his  sun  was  fast  setting;  and  our  Mubtapha  of  book- 
binders breathed  his  last  in  circumstances  equally  exerting  commiseration  and 
disgust  It  remains, '  after  the  manner,'  not  of  Plutarch,  but  of  Dr.  Johnson,  to 
say  a  few  words  upon  the  merits  and  demerits  of  the  performances  of  the 
renowned  character  under  consideration. 

Generally  speaking,  Lisardo  has  summed  them  up  pretty  accurately.  The 
great  merit  of  Roobb  Payne  lay  in  bis  taste— in  his  choice  of  ornaments ;  and 
especially  in  the  working  of  them.    It  is  impossible  to  excel  him  in  these  two 
important  particulars.    His  favourite  colour  was  that  of  dive,  which  he  called 
Venetian.    In  his  linings,  joints,  and  inside  ornaments,  our  hero  generally,  and 
sometimes  melancholily ,  failed.    He  was  lend  of  what  he  called  *  purple  paper,' 
the  colour  of  which  was  as  violent  as  its  texture  was  coarse.    It  was  liable  also 
to  change,  and  become  spotty ;  and  as  a  harmonising  colour  with  olive,  it  was 
odiously  discordant.  The  joints  of  his  books  were  generally  disjointed :  uneven, 
carelessly  tooled,  and  having  a  very  unfinished  appearance.    My  good 
Mr.  Payne  (the  well  known  filial  descendant  of  Roger's  protector,  of  the 
name)  always  boasts  of  the  backs  of  our  hero's  books  >- '  yon  may  let  a  waggon 
roll  over  them,'  says  he, '  and  they  will  not  be  injured :'  the  answer  to  which 
is, '  books  are  not  bound  for  the  purpose  of  having  waggons  to  roll  over  them.* 
I  am  free  to  admit  the  very  excellent  manner  in  which  Roger's  work  was 
forwarded ;  every  sheet  being  fairly  and  bona  fide  stitched  into  the  back— which 
was  afterwards  usually  coated  in  russia :  but  his  minor  volumes  did  not  see* 
well  in  consequence.    The  ornaments  of  h»  backs,  and  his  mode  of  managing 
fronds,  were  peculiarly  his  own ;  and  books,  executed  by  nim,  are  quickly  dis- 
covered by  these  characteristic  marks.    He  was  too  fond  of  thin  boards;  which 
in  folios  (not  excepting  the  peerless  .Aschylos  just  mentioned)  produces  an 
uncomfortable  effect  from  fear  of  their  being  inadequate  to  sustain  the  weight 
they  envelop.    Of  the  libraries,  which  have  been  sold  by  auction,  none  have 
contained  so  many  beautiful  specimens  of  Roger  Payne's  binding  as  that  of  the 
late  Colonel  Stanley:  which  exhibited  the  very  diamonds  of  bis  art- 
irradiating  the  room  as  they  glided  beneath  the  'hasta'  of  Mr* Evans.   To  say, 
however,  as  Mr.  John  Nichols  has  said  (and  for  thus  having  said  he  merits  a 
gentle  rap  of  the  rectangular-headed  cane,  noticed  at  p.  40$,  ante)  that  Roger 
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were  the  great  boast  of  his  binding.  They  were  chaste, 
beautiful,  classical,  and  most  correctly  executed ;  and  his 
tide-covers  were  the  field  in  which  he  shone  most  conspicu- 
ously. The  backs  of  his  books,  although  the  leaves  were 
admirably  put  together  in  point  of '  stitching  and  sewing,' 
had  often  a  loose,  irregular,  and  even  clumsy  appearance. 
In  his  insideSy  whether  for  joints  or  linings,  I  think  he 
almost  invariably  failed ;  and  his  boards  may  be  said  to  be 
generally  too  thin.  He  was  a  great  Doctorer  (as  they  call 
it)  of  old  books ;  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  famous  Mas. 
Wiee,*  miracles  were  sometimes  the  result  of  their  united 
operations! 

While  Roger  Payne  was  pursuing  his  unrivalled  career — 


Payne  <  lived  without  a  rival,  and  died,  it  is  feared,  without  a  successor/  is  at 
least  to  say  what  is  not  strictly  correct  I  shall '  shew  cause,'  in  a  subsequent 
note,  why  this  judgment  should  not  be  '  set  aside.' 

*  in  conjunction  with  the  famous  Mas.  Wisb.]  In  the  preceding  page  there 
is  a  sort  of  parenthetical  notice  of  the  booi-rxstorinq  heroins  here  to  be 
discoursed  of.  While  this  brief  memoir  of  her  labours  in  cleaning,  mending, 
reviving,  and  perpetuating  injured  or  decayed  volumes,  is  passing  from  pen  to 
paper,  the  worthy  Mrs.  Wier  lieth  dangerously  ill  at  home  with  a  rheumatic 
fever,  and  other  ailments  incidental  to  old  age :  which  now  (to  borrow  Sir  Thomas 
Wyattf s  expressive  language) '  hath  her  in  his  clutch.*  This  good  woman  hath 
'  done  marvels'  in  her  time  and  in  her  way.  Perhaps  her  chtf-d'ceuvrc  was  the 
copy  of  the  Fate  of  Arms  and  Chhtalrye,  printed  by  Caxton,  in  the  Roxburghe 
Collection  ;  mended  by  herself  and  bound  by  Roger  Payne— for  whom  indeed  she 
was  pretty  constantly  and  most  successfully  employed.  I  remember,  some  twelve 
days  before  the  Roxburghe  sale,  with  what  eagerness  and  zeal  Mr.  George  Nicol 
shewed  this  very  copy  to  Lord  Spencer— who  happened  to  come  in  just  at  the 
time  of  our  parlance  of  it— and  the  gratification  expressed  by  his  Lordship  at 
such  a  restorative  feat  Unless  the  part  (it  was,  I  believe,  the  last  leaf  more 
especially)  were  held  up  against  a  strong  light,  it  could  not  have  been  detected. 
At  the  sale,  this  very  circumstance  perhaps  put  fresh  mettle  into  the  book-knight 
who  strove  to  possess  it — and  the,  hammer  of  Mr.  Evans  did  not  drop  upon  this 
Patno-Wi xrian  production  till  it  had  reached  the  tremendous  sum  of  3S6LI 
See  the  BibL  Roxb.  no.  6348.  One  might  therefore  have  addressed  this  ancient, 
but  now  to-youth-restored  volume,  in  the  words  of  the  *  Envoy  of  R.  Coplande 
Boke  Prynter ; 
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the  very  WtUingkm  of  the  then  Bibliopegists — there  ap- 
peared, from  the  *  sparkles '  which  seemed  to  fall  from  this 
radiant  star,  a  galaxy  of  rival  book-binders— in  the  names 

■  Layile  vpon  shelfe,  in  leues  all  to  turns 

With  letters  dymmc,  almost  defaced  dene 

Thy  hyllynge  rotte,  with  wonne*  all  to  worn* 

Thou  lav ,  thai  pyte  it  waa  to  acne 

Bounds  with  olde  quay  ret,  for  age  all  bow  se  and  grene 

Thy  matter  endunned,  for  lacke  of  tby  presence 

But  kc-wb  mon  arte  losed,  do  shewe  fouth  *ht  skktkci.' 
Aaemblc  ef  Fouia,  1530,  folio. 
In  the  jear  1774,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wter  went  over  to  Toulouse  for  the  purpose 
of  binding  and  repairing  the  bunks  in  Count  Macorthy'j  library.  On  their 
return,  her  husband  betook  himself  to  Roger  Payne ;  but  Mrs.  Wter,  late  in  life, 
on  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Nioul,  betook  herself  to  Edinburgh  to  repair  the 
books,  parchments,  vellums,  Sec.  in  the  Record  Office  of  that  city  :  and  there 
it  was  that  Lord  Frederick  Campbell  was  >o  much  pleased  with  her  good 
conduct,  and  so  highly  gratified  by  her  successful  labours,  that  nothing  would 
'  serve  his  Lordship's  turn'  but  he  must  cause  a  portrait  or  Mas.  Win  to 
be  engraved — in  the  stipling  manner — for  the  sake  of  a  chosen  bibliomaniac*] 
few.  The  plate  was  nrtuitt :  but,  with  (be  consent  of  all  the  parties  concerned, 
it  is  here  made  public  I  on  a  reduced  scale,  and  in  a  more  artist-like  —■"■— 
than  its  precursor.  Thus  let  Koaaa  First  and  Mas.  Wiin  go  down  toge- 
ther—if  not  to  posterity —al  least  till  the  present  generation  of  InuowrgAm 
Cease  to  meet  on  the  17th  of  June! 
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of  Kalthoebbr,  Staggemier  Walthee,  and  Hering.* 
They  are  now  living,  and  I  shall  be  silent  about  their  praise 
or  dispraise;  yet  I  cannot  fail  to  point  out  to  you  the 


It  remains  only  to  add  that  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wier  is  yet  Jiving,  in  full 
health  and  vigour,  and  with  a  tolerable  share  of  business  in  his  trade  as  a  binder 
and  boarder  of  books.  He  has  been  twenty  years  in  France,  and  has  only  returned 
since  the  expulsion  of  Bonaparte.  He  is  a  civil,  active,  and  efficient  tradesman ; 
and,  warned  by  the  examples  of  Roger  Payne  and  his  father,  he.  hath  lustily 
renounced;  *  henceforth  and  for  ever,*  all  inordinate  attachment  to  '  Barley 
Broth,'  or «  Barley  Wine.* 

*  Mackinlay,  Kalthobbsr,  Stagoemieb,  Walthbb,  and  Hbrxno.] 
These  '  rival  heroes'  of  '  blind  tooling'  and  '  marble  and  gilt  edging'  shall  be 
dispatched  in  a  summary,  but  civil  and  commendatory  manner.  Mr.  Mackinlay, 
the  living  Father  of  the  bibliopegistic  art,  hath  earned  great  renown  in  his 
business :  but  his  Folios  are,  to  my  eye,  the  preferable  productions  of  his  instru- 
ments. Lord  Spencer  possesses  however  a  very  exquisite  specimen  of  lib 
binding,  in  a  small  quarto  form,  being  the  first  edition  of  Orlando  Fwioso ;  so 
minutely  described  at  page  286  of  the  previous  volume.  The  inside  is  the  field 
of  Mr.  Mackinlay's  elaborate  and  curious  art ;  and  this,  it  must  be  confessed,  has 
dl  the  minuteness  and  all  the  finish  of  Roger  Payne's  happiest  efforts.  The 
outside,  and  especially  the  back,  is  a  failure :  indeed  the  backs  of  Mr.  Mackinlay's 
smaller  volumes  are  too  frequently  heavy  and  tasteless.  These  smaller  volumes  are 
also  oftentimes  choked  from  the  tightness  of  the  sewing ;  therein  erring  upon  the 
'  brood-wheel  waggon'  system— as  pleasantly  noticed  at  page  516,  ante.  I 
readily  take  off  my  hat,  and  make  my  best  bow,  to  the  folios  of  Mr.  Mackinlay— 
as  those  folios  appear  in  the  choice  library  of  Mr.  Grenville,  and  as  the  large 
paper  Matthew  Paris,  in  particular,  appears  in  the  library  at  Althorp.  Mr. 
Gremille.possesses  a  set  of  Dugdales  (the  very  mention  whereof  causeth  '  the 
tingling  of  the  blood*-*  to  borrow  Dryden's  forceful  language)  bound  in  dark  blue 
morocco  by  our  '  Mackinlay,'  which  are  most  splendidly  attired  on  the  sides : 
having,  at  each  corner,  a  sort  of  circular  gilt-filagree  work,  of  the  diameter  of 
about  S  inches :  accompanied  by  other  ornaments  of  a  minor  degree  of  splendour. 
Yet  Mr.  Mackinlay  is  somewhat  too  lavish  of  decoration,  and  his  adoption  of 
brown  paper  lining  is  most  odious  and  heretical.  A  melancholy  tinge  has  been 
thrown  upon  the  later  years  of  Mr.  Mackinlay's  life.  A  fire  not  only  consumed 
his  premises,  (therein,  among  other  things,  destroying  a  fine  paper  Rapin's 
History  of  England— excruciating  torment  to  its  possessor,  Gonbalvo  !)  but  a 
more  deadly  blow  fell  upon  him  in  the  premature  dissolution  of  an  only  son  :  a 
i>ookseUer,  who,  inhabiting  the  premises  which  had  been  warmed  by  the  breath 
of  an  Elmslby,  might  have  considered  such  a  situation  as  the  sure  road  to 
fortune  and  respectability !  But ...  let  others  tell  wherefore  this  young  man 
fell  a  victim  to  folly,  vanity,  and  dissipation  I 

VOL.  II.  K  k 
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works  of  a  true  disciple  of  the  school  of  Roger  Payne  w 
the  productions  of  Cha&les  Lewis.  Some  may  think  the 
scholar  has  eclipsed  the  master,  and  I  am  free  to  confess 
that  there  appears  to  be  truth  in  that  opinion.  What  a 
difference,  too,  in  the  respective  habits  of  these  renowned  Kb- 
liopegists  ! — and  what  a  striking  illustration  of  the  old  story 
of '  Tommy  and  Harry  !'  Cleanliness,  diligence,  propriety, 
temperance — all  these  things  seem  to  prevail  in  Mr.  Lewis's 
<  premises  and  appurtenances  thereunto  adjoining  ;*•  and  if 

Mr.  Kalthoeber  has  had  '  hard  justice  *  meted  out  to  him  in  the  notice  of 
the  binding  of  the  first  Anthology  of  1494,  at  p.  469,  ante.  Possibly  thit 
hideous  book-surtout  was  the  express  taste  of  Count  Revickzky  :•  as  in  russis 
quartos  and  even  medium  octavos  there  are  specimens  of  Kalthoeber*s  binding 
which  do  credit  to  his  name.  Latterly,  Mr.  Kalthoeber  hath  worked  in  the 
premises  of  Mr.  Otridge  the  bookseller,  and  his  flat-backed  octavos  quickly  shew 
the  quarter  whence  they  derive  their  embellishments. 

Of  Mr.  Staqgemier's  bibliopegistic  skill  I  wish  to  speak  with  all  possible 
respect  and  good  nature.  This  binder  hath  a  quick  and  clever  way  of  purling 
octavos  into  a  comely  garb,  and  his  choice  of  ornaments  is  by  no  means  dis- 
paraging to  his  taste.  The  Royal  Institution  Library  possesses  the  '  ne  pha 
ultra'  of  Mr.  Staggemier's  skill.  It  is  the  Didot  Horace  of  1799 ;  in  brae 
morocco,  and  embellished  with  ornaments  cut  after  antique  models.  This 
sumptuous  volume  was  the  present  of  Mr.  Thomas  Hope,  a  gentleman  dis- 
tinguished for  his  commendable  and  inflexible  attachment  to  whatever  savours 
of  '  Greek  and  Roman  Art.'  Mr.  Hope  gave  the  binder  his  plan— not  of 
« reform'— but  of  book-embellishment ;  and  the  result  has  proved  the  master 
genius  which  presided  over  the  operations  of  the  workman.  Mr.  Walthxe  is 
a  substantial,  good,  honest  binder ;  without  aspiring  to  extraordinary  celebrity, 
or  classical  taste,  he  possesseth  much  that  will  gratify  a  collector  who  is 
unambitious  of  costly  or  curious  book-furniture.  Mr.  J.  Herivo  conducts  the 
business  of  his  late  brother,  the  renowned  Charles  Herxno  ;  of  whom  '  anon.' 
The  greatest  compliment  to  be  paid  him  is,  that  he  has  shewn  himself  in  every 
respect  worthy  of  the  important  and  arduous  charge  devolved  upon  him.  Let 
lovers  of  lusty  folios,  and  broad-spreading  quartos,  and  royal  octavos,  betake 
themselves  to  No.  9,  Newman-Street,  the  present  residence  of  Mr.  J.  Bering 
aforesaid. 

*  Mr.  Lewis's '  premises  and  appurtenances  thereunto  adjoining.9]  The  *  pre- 
mises and  appurtenances'  of  a  Book-binder  are  of  infinitely  greater  importance 
than  the  reader,  on  first  consideration,  may  imagine.  In  general,  these  faibfio- 
pegistic '  premises  and  appurtenances'  are  at  the  very  sumntk  of  the  house*- 
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the  said  Charles  Lewis  appear  to  be  by  no  means  discon- 
certed at  the  eulogies  passed  upon  his  exertions,  and  to  be 
somewhat  given  to  a  lore  of  cayenne-pepper  in  his  charges — 

such  as  were  C.  Hering's,  uud  auch  u  are  Mr.  Msckinlay's.  Imagine,  (licxefbre, 
nervous  and  short-breathing  collector,  -hut  most  be  thy  pangs— iu  travelling, 
either  on  ■  aery  hot  or  very  colli  day,  to  inch  an  altitude,  to  gin  direction;,  or 
to  tec  '  bow  matters  are  going  on  > !  *  The  scaling  of  the  terrace  of  Pope's  Timon 
(Moral  Essoin,  en.  ■>■)  is  nothing  to  such  ■  perpend i enter  achievement-  Whit 
then,  yon  will  *sk,  are  the  characteristics  of  the  '  premises  and  appurtenances' 
of  Charles  Lewis — the  brilliant  pupil  in  the  school  of  Roger  Payne  >  Briefly 
.  these.  You  raise  a  well  polished  and  well  sounding  knocker,  at  no.  19,  Duke 
Street,  Piccadilly,  which  admits  you  into  a  sort  of  vestibule  or  hail — not  quite  of 
the  dimensions  of  a  certain  '  Egyptian  Hall ' —  but  sufficiently  spacious  to  admit 
the  play  of  zephyr,  and  a  general  view  of  the  stair-case,  &c.  Yon  torn  quickly  to 
the  right ;  where  an  upright  clock  reminds  yon  of  the  value  of  the  time  of  the 
bibliopegittic  oracle  yon  are  about  to  consult.  A  door  then  faces  you — yon  open 
It,  and  to  the  left,  through  a  glass  door,  you  have  an  eihilirating  visto-like  view 
of  the  forwarding  and  finishing  of  books  in  all  their  stages  of  advancement-  This 
view  darts  a  ant  of  electricity  through  the  young  blood  of  the  bibliomaniac ;  who 
cosset  in  a  sober  mood  to  order '  calf  gilt,  half  extra,'  and  retires  in  a  phrensied 
fit— after  giving  directions  far  '  morocco,  with  joints,  and  full  charged  gilding.' 
Never  was  the  doctrine  of '  causes  being  adequate  to  their  effects' more  power- 
fully proved  than  upon  the  ground  floor  of  Charles  Lewis,  the  bibliopegitst! 

From  the  premises  come  we  now  to  speak  of  the  owner  of  the  same.  In  the  first 
place,  there  are  two  observations  which  I  beg  leave  most  earnestly  and  i.n/rign»% 
so  submit  to  the  reader's  unbiassed  judgment.  It  hath  bean  said,  but  idly  and 
groandlessly  said,  that  Mr.  Charles  Lewis  binds  far  mister  Rosicrnsiuj  •  for 
nothing.'  The  tact  is  quite  otherwise ;  as  the  porse  -invading  accounts  of  the  said 
'  Mr.  Charles  Lewis'  afford  but  too  melancholy  demonstrations  I  Moreover,  a 
downright  quarrel  and  contention  (much  more  deadly  than  '  The  Contention 
betvryxte  Churchyeard  and  Camell  upon  David  Dycera  Dream,'  which  was '  both 
vryttye  and  profitable  for  all  degryes,'  printed  '  by  Owen  Rogers  far  MycheS 
Lobiee,'  1560,  «o.:  see  BSA.  Steeuent,  no.  816)  did  lately  arise  between  the 
said  binder  and  bis  employer.  That  quarrel  is  now  bulbed ;  but  tlie  bibliopegiat 
would  not  budge  from  his  entrenchments  without  a  great  deal  of  hard  and  heavy 
fighting.  By  this  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  inferred  that  Charles  Lewi;  is  a  testy 
or  contending  book-binder.  On  the  contrary,  there  are  many  who  will  unite 
their  suffrages  to  my  own  (and  my  friend  Hobtkmiub  in  particular)  in  com- 
mendation of  bit  extreme  good  nature  and  civility.  Only  it  must  be  allowed — 
as  above  intimated  by  Lisardo— that  he  hath  sometimes  a  strange  propensity  to 
the  sprinkling  of  eoyenn^yepper  upon  his  charges!  Tbe  nest  observation  to  ho 
submitted  to  tue  '  unbiassed  reader'  it  of  far  greater  moment;  and  respects  Mr. 
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in  short,  if  few  men  seem  to  live  '  upon  better  terms  with 
themselves?  let  us  say  that  aH  this  ariseth  from  sobriety,  in- 
dustry, and  a  wish  to  keep  '  a  one  horse-chaise,'  to  recreate 

Charles  Lewis  exclusively.  He  hath  been  charged  with  *  wearing  tassels  to  hit 
half  boots !'— ond  it  has  been  said  that  tradesmen»ni  his  situation,  should  not  wait 
upon  gentlemen  with  these  dangling  and  disgusting  appendages!  Truly  there 
doth  not  appear  to  be  much  force  in  this  objection;  for  the  question  here 
emphatically  is, '  whether  it  be  nobler'  to  appear  in  half  boots  and  tassels,  or  in 
shoes  through  which  the  hoot  or  thejfesa  obtrudeth  ?  In  other  words,  would  you 
hold  discourse  with  a  cleanly  and  •  dapper  fellow/  or  with  a *  raggamuffin'  like 
unto  the  genius  depicted  at  page  510,  ante  ?  Oh  that  Roger  Payne  had  attended 
to  the  '  sobriety,  industry,  and  the  rational  love  of  wealth,'  which  prevail- 
according  to  Iisardo— at  no.  f9#  Duke-Street,  Piccadilly !' 

Thus  feeling  and  fighting  our  way,  we  come  to  speak  of  Charles  Lewis  as  a 
bxbliopegistic  artist.  It  is  pleasant  to  trace  the  progress  of  genius  in  any 
department ;  and  I  could  discourse  somewhat  how  the  said  Binder  first  put  his 
tools  in  motion  up  two  pairs  of  stairs  in  Scotland  Yard ;  how  he  afterwards 
aspired  to  a  third  floor  in  Denmark-Court,  Strand ;  and  latterly  settled  upon '  terra 
firma'  in  Duke-Street,  Piccadilly :  where  be  now  resides  as  aforesaid.  In  aH 
these  stages  of  life  Charles  Lewis  exhibited  the  most  unremitting  diligence,  and 
the  greatest  possible  ambition  to  be  the  leader  in  his '  calling.'  Surely  there 
was  no  '  stern  stuff*  in  ambition  like  this  t  ?  He  worked  largely,  in  russia,  for  Sir 
Richard  Colt  Hoare,  Bart  and  did  a  quantity  of  work  in  French  calf,  as  it  is 
called,  for  my  friend  Mr.  Heber,  when  in  Denmark-Court  *,  and  occasionally,  on 
my  recommendation,  be  finished  some  few  choice  tomes  for  the  library  of  Lord 
Spencer.  It  was  not,  however,  till  Duke-Street '  received  him9 — breathing  a 
more  classical  or  bibliomaniacal  air,  that  he  came  forward  as  the  full-fledged 
Btbliopegist :  challenging  the  criticism  of  the  fastidious,  and  exciting  the  admin» 
tion  of  the  liberal.  He  was  now  more  ready  of  access,  locally  speaking,  than 
heretofore ;  and  he  quickly  received  orders  from  Earl  Spencer,  Mr.  GrenviUe, 
Sir  Mark  Sykes,  Mr.  Hibbert,  and,  latterly,  from  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  and 
Lord  GrenviUe,  for  the  binding  of  some  of  their  choicest  and  most  precious 
tomes.  His  performances  did  not  disappoint  the  expectations  of  his  employers. 
He '  turned  out  articles'  which  Lord  Spencer  eould '  admire'  and  Mr.  GrenviUe 
more  than '  endure  1 ' 

The  particular  talent  of  Lewis  consists  in  uniting  the  taste  of  Roger  Payne 
with  a  freedom  of  forwarding  and  squareness  of  finishing  peculiarly  his  own. 
His  books  seem  to  move  upon  silken  hinges — therein  differing  from  the  *  golden 
hinges '  of  certain  gates  described  by  Milton.  His  joints  (I  should  say  the  joints 
of  his  books,  for  his  own  are  somewhat  clumsy)  are  beautifully  squared,  and 
wrought  upon  with  studded  gold ;  and  in  his  inside  decorations  he  stands  without 
a  compeer.    Neither  loaf-sugar  paper,  nor  brown,  nor  pink,  nor  poppy  coloured 
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himself  and  family  upon  a  Sabbath-afternoon !  Look 
yonder !  —  those  olive-tinted,  thickly  gold-studded,  tiny 
tomes,  are  the  produce  of  Charles  Lewis's  binding  tools !   I 


paper,  are  therein  discovered :  but  a  subdued  orange,  or  buff,  harmonising  with 
russia — a  slate  or  French  gray,  harmonising  with  morocco— or  an  antique  or  deep 
crimson  tint,  harmonising  with  sprightly  calf — these  are  the  surfaces,  or  ground 
colours,  to  accord  picturesquely  with  which  Charles  Lewis  brings  his  leather  and 
tooling  into  play  1  The  effect  is  oftentimes  transporting :..  witness,  the  numerous 
resplendent  tomes  which  emblazon  the  libraries  of  the  illustrious  Collectors  just 
noticed !  Witness  too,  ye  volumes  of  '  th'  olden  time/  now  attired  in  velvet,  or 
morocco,  or  calf,  by  the  cunning  skill  of  our  Bibliopegist,  which  repose  securely 
upon  the  shelves  of  York  Minster  and  Ripon  Minster  libraries !  To  particularise 
would  be  endless :  but  I  cannot  help  just  noticing  that,  in  his  Orange  and 
Venetian  moroccos,  from  the  sturdy  folio  to  the  pliant  duodecimo— to  say 
nothing  of  his  management  of  what  he  is  pleased  facetiously  to  call '  binding  a 
la  mode  Francoise*— (in  which  method  of  binding '  panting*  Bozerain-Jeune '  toils 
after  him  in  vain1)  he  has  struck  out  a  line,  or  fashion,  or  style,  not  only 
exclusively  his  own,  as  an  English  artist,  but,  modelled  upon  the  ornaments  of 
the  Grolier  and  De  Thou  volumes,  infinitely  beyond  what  has  yet  been  achieved 
in  the  same  bibliopegistic  department.    At  any  rate  we  may  fairly  say  . . . 

And  what  was  Rooea  once  is  Lewis  now  !• 

And  so,  wishing  that  the  abovemeutioned  •  one-horse  chaise'*  may  be  occasionally 
relieved  by  '  a  chaise  and  pair,'  and  that  Charles  Lewis  may  always  attend  to  bis 
Church  duties  before  be  ventures  upon  his  Sabbath  recreation,  accoutred  in  his 
'  tassels'  aforesaid,  let  us  hope  that  our  '  facile  princeps'  of  modern  book-binders 
may  enjoy  many  years  of  health  and  prosperity  to  maintain  his  rising  family. 
These  are  hard  times,  and  good  paymasters  are  of  rare  occurrence.  Yet  Mr, 
Lewis  hath  luckily  but  slight  cause  of  melancholy  hereupon!  One  word  more. 
To  rival  the  profiles  of  the  First,  Second,  and  Third  Consuls  of  France,  as 
published  about  the  year  1801,  it  was  my  original  intention  to  have  here  exhibited 
the  profiles  of  the  three  Lewises:  Charles,  (our  hero  j)  George,  and  Frederick, 


•  It  is  due  to  the  ingenuity  and  perseverance  of  Charles  Lewis  to  state,  that  in 
his  book  restorations  he  equals  even  the  union  of  skill  in  Roger  Payne  and 
Mrs.  Wier.  Witness,  the  Cicero  De  Oratore,  printed  at  the  Soubiaco  Monastery, 
in  the  collection  of  Mr.  Grenville.  That  copy  had  been  obtained  among  the 
duplicates  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  sold  in  1815.  It  was  bought  in  a  most 
decrepid  and  dingy  state ;  but  has  recently  put  on  the  appearance  of  youth- 
fair,  fresh,  and  joyous.  Nothing  can  surpass  it  But  this  specimen  of  the 
resuscitative  powers  exercised  in  the  *  visto-like  view/  noticed  at  page  521,  ante, 
is  by  no  means  unique.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  and  Earl  Spencer  each  rejoice 
in  more  than  one  instance  of  similar  skill. 
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know  full  well  how  often  they  have  been  the  objects  of  jour 
admiration.  Examine  them ;  and  *  sigh  no  more,  Ladies,9 
for  Baumgahtens  and  Benedicts  !* 

Lorenzo.  In  former  days  you  were  partial  to  Faulkner? 
But  I  check  himself,  .  • 

Lisardo.  Alas  poor  Faulkner  !  *  Had  his  meant 
been  extended,  he  had  lived  even  now  to  compete  with  the 
best  of  them :  but  his  garret  was  small,  his  family  large, 

The  brothers  have,  in  their  way,  no  small '  smack  of  genius.'  To  George  the 
leader  is  indebted  for  the  engraved  ornaments  which  appear  at  pages  craviii, 
ccii,  of  the  first  volume  ;  and  to  Frederick,  for  the  bronze  portraits  of  Sixtus  IV. 
and  Mahomet  II. :  see  vol.  i.  p.  cli,  and  the  Tenth  Bay  in  the  subsequent 
volume,  But  my  friend  Mr.  Ottley  has  more  substantial  proofs  of  the  abilities 
of  these  two  latter,  in  his  •  Italian  School  of  Design.*  For  fidelity  and  characteristic 
spirit  of  the  original,  both  George  and  Frederick  are  eminently  distinguished  in 
the  productions  of  their  burin . . .  The  three  brothers  ('  mirabile  sicml') 
had  too  much  modesty  to  allow  of  the  exhibition  of  such  rival  profiles  ! 

•  Baumgarten  and  Benedict,"}  Two  German  binders,  in  this  country,  of  con- 
siderable employment  and  reputation  in  their  day.  Substantial  volumes  in 
russia,  with  marbled  edges,  are  the  chief  characteristics  of  their  bibliopegistic 
achievements. — *  non  omnia  possumus  omnes.' 

*  Ala*,  poor  Faulener  ?]  Death  has  been  as  busy  among  booi-bindebs  as 
among  booe-collectors — since  the  appearance  of  the  Bibliomania,  m  1811* 
What  read  we  at  p.  £64  of  the  work  just  mentioned  ?  An  honest  eulogy  upon 
an  honest  man.  The  worthy  creature  there  referred  to— our  Henry  Faulkner-* 
survived  the  eulogy  scarce  a  twelvemonth ;  and  yet  that  eulogy  was  formed  of 
materials  not  calculated  to  impair  his  strength,  or  daunt  his  courage.  Poor 
Faulkner  died  of  a  consumption — a  disease,  possibly  generated  (as  Lisardo 
seems  to  think)  in  the  corrupt  air  of  a  confined  garret.  All  his  employers  did 
what  they  could  to  befriend  him  during  his  illness,  and  on  his  decease  his 
helpless  family  received  no  trifling  proof  of  the  respect  entertained  for  their 
departed  father.  His  widow  strove  to  carry  on  the  business,  but  in  vain.  She 
afterwards  kept  a  sort  of  green-stall,  but  with  no  better  success.  Of  her  present 
destiny  I  am  utterly  ignorant :  but  three  children  at  least  share  the  misery  of 
their  mother.  It  was  some  short  month  or  so,  before  his  death,  that  poor 
Faulkner  brought  me  his  last  account :  concluding  with  the  following  charge, 
and  attestation  of  his  gratitude — here  literally  copied  • 

for  stage-hire  to  Hampsted  [for  his  health]  li  Is. 

Sir  Pray  Receive  My  most  Creatful  thanks. 
Golden  Square,  near  the  Heath,  Hampstead. 
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the  air  noxious,  and  his  lungs  could  not  sustain  the  conflict 
with  an  almost  purely  hydrogene  atmosphere.  Let  the 
specimens  of  his  skill  remain  unmolested  upon  your  shelves, 
as  his  body  now  reposes  in  its  native  dust!  Charles 
Hering  followed  him  '  hard  upon,9*  a  worthy,  industrious, 
and  extremely  skilful  binder.  Indeed,  after  Roger  Payne, 
he  was,  some  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  the  Leader  of  his 
Bretheren.  His  workmanship  or  style  of  binding  was  rather 
sound  and  substantial,  than  elegant  and  classical :  but  for  a 
good  thumping  folio,  or  quarto,  of  Antiquities  or  Topogra- 
phy, or  a  fine  fat  Leipsic  printed  octavo— you  could  not  do 
better  than  employ  the  said  Charles  Hering.  He  has  left 
a  widow  and  a  numerous  family  behind  which  are  supported 
by  the  profits  of  his  business,  now  conducted  by  his  brother 
with  all  the  spirit  and  success  of  the  deceased.  Remember 
them, when  you  want  your  thumping  folios  or  wide-spreading 

*  Charles  Uehivo  followed '  hard  upon  *]  *  Deeper  and  deeper  still '  is  tbe 
note  of  woe  we  are  touching.  The  late  Charles  Hering  was  taken  away  (to  tbe 
great  grief  of  the  book-world,  somewhat  suddenly :  in  apparently  good  health, 
and  in  the  plenitude  of  business  and  reputation.  He  was  an  industrious, 
honest,  and  pains-taking  man ;  and  till  tbe  star  of  Charles  Lewis  rose  above 
tbe  bibliopegistic  horizon,  no  one  could  presume  to '  measure  business '  with  him. 
There  was  a  strength,  a  squareness,  and  good  style  of  work  about  his  volumes 
which  rendered  him  deservedly  a  great  favourite.  His  Uttering  also  was  regular 
and  in  good  proportion.  His  great  error  lay  in  double  head-bands  and  brown 
paper  lining ;  and  his  taste,  it  must  be  confessed,  was  at  times  a  little  A  VAUc- 
mand!  The  library  at  Althorp  abounds  with  his  folios  and  quartos;  and  occa- 
sionally with  some  prettily-eiecuted  duodecimos,  as  well  as  very  handsome 
octavos.  On  one  occasion  Hering  ventured  decidedly  upon  the  same  ground  with 
Lewis,  and  *  brandished  lances '  with  him  in  a  duodecimo  ( affair  of  honour :'  it 
was  in  a  copy  of  the  last  edition  of  Mr.  Rogers's  Poems,  given  to  the  Countess 
Spencer  by  the  author.  The  style  of  ornament  was  suggested  by  Iter  Ladyship ; 
and  I  must  say  that  Hering  made  a  good  *  fight  of  it'  with  his  young  rival. 
Mr.  J.  Hering  now  conducts  the  business  of  his  late  brother ;  and  a  family  of 
tin  children  are  maintained  by  the  employment  of  the  Hering  bibliopegistic 
establishment  Hear  that,  ye  generous-hearted  Bibliomaniacs;  and  do  not 
fletharUe  Charles  Lewis  by  too  abundant  occupation  1  Bleeding  is  of  benefit  to 
full  habits-of  all  kinds. 
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quartos  put  into  russia  surtouts.  We  have  however  three 
good  binders  yet  living,  of  the  names  of  Clabke,  Fai&v 
bairn,  and  Smith— (modelled  upon  the  Payno-Lewisian 
school)  that  deserve  encouragement  and  commendation:  and 
I  rejoice  that  such  able  artists  are  in  existence  to  hang  upon 
the  flanks  of  the  said  Charles  Lewis,  and  to  put  him  upon 
'  the  alert;  The  First  Consul  of  Book-Binders  would 
otherwise  make  himself  the  Emperor  of  his  art ! 

Lysaxbek.  You  have  forgotten  the  name  of  Whitta- 
ker ! ? . . . 

Lisabdo.  Whittaker — a  Book-Binder  too  !?•  Pray  ex- 
plain, for  I  am  wholly  ignorant  of  that  circumstance. 

*  Whittaker— «  Book-Binder  too  S]  John  Whittaker  appeareth  to  be  a  very 
'  admirable  Crichton '  in  his  way.    The  reader,  at  page  414  ante,  has  had  evi- 
dence of  his  nocturnal  incantations,  respecting  the  Art  and  Mystery  of  Printing; 
and  he  mast  now  be  informed  of  his  necromantic  skill  in  the  Art  and  Mystery 
of  Book-Binding.    I  remember,  some  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  that  our 
Whittaker  used  to  bind  pretty  vigorously,  in  russia  and  hogskin,  for  the  magni- 
ficent library  at  Luton.    He  afterwards  betook  himself  to  bibiiopegistic  esprit* 
dot ;  and  Mr.  Stace  the  bookseller  was  a  great  promoter,  or '  stirrer  up,'  of 
this  many-tinted  flame.     Lord   Spencer  possesses  an  almost  rirgin  copy  of 
Wynkyn  De  Worde's  Art  and  Craft  <f  Living  and  Dying  Well,  in  1503,  folio- 
bound  in  the  true  Wh itt a i erian  style.  The  sides  are  embossed  by  the  device 
of  the  printer:  projecting  to  nearly  one  quarter  of  an  inch.    The  coat  is  russia, 
with  a  diamond-striped  russia  leather  lining.    But  the  Marquis  of  Bath  probably 
possesses  the  chef-d'oeuvre  of  Whittaker's  talents  as  a  binder.    It  consists  of  a 
copy  of  Caxton's  RecuyeU  of  the  Hittoryet  of  Troye,  bouud  in  russia.    '  The  back 
represents  a  tower,  in  imitation  of  stone.   On  the  battlements  of  it  is  a  flag,  upon 
the  folds  of  which  the  lettering  is  introduced,  in  a  character  precisely  similar  to 
that  of  the  text.    On  a  projection  of  the  tower  the  name  of  the  printer  is 
impressed.    On  the  outside  of  the  covers  are  Trojan  and  Grecian  armour,  in 
relief,  round  which  is  a  raised  impression  of  the  reeded  axe.    The  edges  of  the 
leaves  of  this  curious  volume  are  a  gold  ground,  on  which  are  painted  various 
Grecian  devices.    On  the  insides  of  the  covers  (which  are  likewise  russia)  is  a 
drawing  (in  India  ink)  of  Andromache  imploring  Hector  not  to  go  out  to  fight; 
and  on  the  recto  is  the  death  of  Hector.'  This  description  is  furnished  me  by  the 
ingenious  artist  lumself  who  executed  the  binding ;  who  odds  thus :  '  the  letter 
press  of  this  volume  is  now  in  a  fine  state,  being  equal  to  when  first  printed, 
though  many  hundred  worm  holes  (which  it  had  when  before  bound)  are  now 
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Lysandeb.  Briefly  then  be  it  known,  that  the  said  John 
Whittaker  is  scarcely  less  magical  in  his  Binding  than  in  his 
Printing.  However  he  now  usually  indulges  in  capriccios— 
castle  walls,  tented  fields,  gothic  or  arabesque  compartments, 
'  drum,  gun,  trumpet,  blunderbuss,9  (and  if  he  could 
represent  sound—)  '  thunder!' 

Almansa.  Most  amazing.  But  you  are  sportive,  surely? 

Lysaxdeb.  I  am  grave  and  serious :  or,  in  other  words, 
Whittaker's  talent,  as  a  book-binder,  may  be  said  rather  to 
lie  in  what  others  have  never  attempted  to  do  at  all,  than 
in  superiority  of  workmanship  in  those  things  which  are 
common  between  book-binders.  Proceed,  illustrious  mo- 
narch ! . . . 

Lobenzo.  Methinks  then  I  will  get  a  few  of  my  MS. 
Legends,  Chronicles,  or  Romances  put  occasionally  into  one 
of  these  picturesque  attires,  so  eloquently  described  by 
Lysander  — 

Belinda.  Do  so.  Variety  is  delightful.  Yet  here  suffer 
me  to  make  a  remark.  You  have  gone  through,  most  ex- 
cellent monarch,  the  personal  History,  if  I  may  so  speak,  of 

effectually  closed  by  a  composition  of  the  same  quality  as  the  paper,  which 
renders  it  imperceptible  where  they  have  been.'  Thus  our  John  Whittaker,  if 
not  an  *  earth-stopper/  appeareth  to  rival  the  celebrity  of  the  most  distinguished 
*  worm-hole  stopper*  in  his  Majesty's  united  dominions. 

I  close  these  Whittaieriana  by  the  following  communication,  in  the  words 
of  this  renowned  artist  himself.  *  Mr.  Richard  Glen,  a  very  first  rate 
Grangerite,  has  been  pleased  to  have  a  copy  of  the  Bibliomania  inlaid  in 
large  siie,  and  elaborately  illustrated  with  portraits,  &c  bound  in  two 
volumes,  in  hogskin  [eheii !  see  p.  447,  ante]  which  has  a  ground  in  imitation 
of  porous  stone.  The  covers  represent  a  Gothic  stone  building,  in  the  centre  of 
which  is  a  Gothic  house  sunk  deep  into  the  cover  (which  is  au  amazing  thickness) 
in  the  hollow  part  of  which  is  a  fine  impression,  from  an  eugraving  in  wood,  of 
the  bibliomaniac  with  his  spectacles  on,  industriously  arranging  his  books,  which 
are  in  curious  old  bindings,  and  are  each  so  separately  raised  in  the  impression 
as  to  give  an  idea  of  reality.  The  other  parts  of  the  binding  equally  correspond  in 
singularity.'   Let  us  only  add  hereto  the  three  following  marks  of  admiration  1 1 1 
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Book-binding ;  tell  us  now,  by  way  of  conclusion,  what  are 
the  general  colours,  and  styles  of  binding,  which  the 
uninitiated,  like  myself,  should  adopt  in  fitting  up  their 
Libraries  ?  Let  me  know  how  I  am  to  manage  my  tints 
*  en  masse/  and  the  leather  coatings  of  books  in  particular. 
Lisabdo.  Willingly,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment ;  and 
indeed  this  will  form  no  very  unfit  Jinale  to  our  Biblio- 
pegistic  Oration.  First,  let  your  books  be  well  and  evenly 
lettered;*  and  let  a  tolerable  portion  of  ornament  be  seen 

•  well  and  evenly  lettered.]  It  is  justly  observed  by  Vigneul-Marville,  in  his 
MeVonget,  fc.  vol.  i.  p.  163,  edit  1700,  that  the  ancient  custom  of  lettering- 
even  not  then  extinct  in  Germany  and  Spain— was  writing,  or  printing,  the  name 
of  the  work  upon  the  tides  of  the  volumes.  This  method  was  sometimes  supposed 
to  be  improved  upon  by  covering  the  title,  so  written  or  printed,  with  horn;  as, 
not  to  mention  numerous  instances,  appears  in  a  fine  large  paper  copy  of  the 
Hebrew  Pentateuch,  with  a  Commentary,  in  four  folk)  volumes,  in  the  library  of 
Meiton  College,  Oxford.  Grolier  perhaps  shewed  the  first  example  of  lettering 
between  the  bandt.  The  earliest  method  of  lettering  I  conceive,  was,  that  upon 
the  fore-edges  of  the  leaves ;  and  it  is  a  luxury  which  a  thorough-bred  collector 
only  can  appreciate,  to  discover,  beneath  a  more  modem  pit  coat*  this  said  old 
lettering  upon  the '  fore-edges.'  There  are  some  Aldoses  to  be  caught  np,  upon 
the  fore-edges  of  which  the  let  ering  appears  upon  a  reddish  ground*  These 
copies  belonged,  I  believe,  to  a  Doctor  A  .  . .,  and  tbey  are  in  the.  finest  possible 
state  of  preservation :  being '  crisp  and  crackling'  to  a  degree!  Lord  Spencer's 
most  beautiful  large  paper  Aldus  is  the  Terence— from  this  collection. 

1  would  recommend  the  lettering  of  a  volume  to  be  as  full  as  possible ;  yet 
sententkrasness  must  sometimes  be  adopted.  The  lines  should  be  straight,  and  the 
letters  precisely  of  one  and  the  same  form,  or  character,  within  the  line ;  yet  the 
name  of  the  author  may  be  executed  a  siae  larger  than  that  of  the  date,  or 
place  of  its  execution — and  the  lettering  may  be  between  the  top  and  bottom 
bands,  or  it  may  occupy  the  spaces  between  three  bands  or  even  more.  There 
arc  instances  wherein  the  lettering  shall  be  the  whole  and  sole  ornament  of  the 
back— as  where  many  pieces  are  bound  within  the  same  cover  . . .  And  here 
readily  do  I  call  to  mind  that  delectable  illustration  of  the  doctrine  now  advanced 
(respecting  the  lettering  of  volumes  forming  their  entire  back-decoration)  in  the 
choice  and  chubby  duodecimo  tome  of  a  Collection  of  Catechisms,  printed  in  the 
feign  of  Elisabeth — which  is  now  in  the  library  of  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire. That  most  enviable  volume  was  once  the  property  of  my  friend  Mr.  Neun- 
bnrg.  It  was  afterwards  nibbled  at  by  auother  friend  (who  will  grieve  to  his  latest 
hour  that  he  did  not  prefer  biting  to  nibbling!)  and  in  the  third  place,  was  seised 
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upon  the  backs  of  them.  I  love  what  is  called  an  over- 
charged back*  At  first,  the  appearance  may  be  flaunting 
and  garish;  but  time,  which  mellows  down  book  orna- 
ments as  well  as  human  countenances,  will  quickly  obviate 
this  inconvenience ;  and  about  a  twelvemonth,  or  six  months 
added  to  the  said  twelvemonth,  will  work  miracles  upon  the 
appearance  of  your  books.* 


upon  with  mingled  avidity  and  thankfulness  by  the  late  Dr.  Dompier,  Bishop  of 
Ely.  Its  entire  back  (bound  by  Lewis,  in  dark  blue  morocco)  was  covered  with 
a  minute  and  elaborate  designation  of  the  catechetical  tracts  contained  in  it 

A  momentous  question  here  arises— respecting  perpendicular  lettering. 
Are  thin  tracts,  in  quarto  or  octavo,  to  be  lettered  horizontally,  or  as  afore* 
said  ?  If  perpendicularly,  how  would  you  read  ?  From  bottom  to  top— or  from  top 
to  bottom?  My  friend  Atticus  always  expresses  a  sort  of  '  loathing  or  hate* 
against  this  perpendicular  mode  of  lettering.  Sometimes  the  head  is  turned  one 
way,  and  sometimes  another.  — '  Straight  forward,  smooth,  regular  lettering,  if 
you  please,  but  no  topsy-turvy  work  '  Be  it  so.  Yet  would  you  re-letter  the 
dramatic  or  poetic  rarities,  standing  upon  your  shelves  after  this  fashion,  which 
once  adorned  the  collections  of  Pearson,  Wright,  Farmer,  and  Steevens  ?  *  By 
no  means.  In  all  fresh  bindings,  however,  prefer  horizontal  to  perpendicular 
lettering.    It  shall  be  attended  to,  brave  Atticus. 

*  the  general  appearance  if  your  books.']  '  The  general  appearance '  of  one's 
library  is  by  no  means  a  matter  of  mere  foppery,  or  indifference :  it  is  a  sort  of 
«  cardinal*  point  to  which  the  tasteful  collector  does  well  carefully  to  attend. 
You  have  a  right  to  consider  books,  as  to  their  outsides,  with  the  eye  of  a 
painter:  because  this  does  not  in  the  least  militate  against  the  proper  use  of 
their  contents.  I  know  full  well  that  there  are  some  snappish  critics  who  go 
about '  damning  with  faint  praise'  — or  'assenting  with  civil  leer,' 

And  without  sneering  teach  the  rest  to  sneer, 

against  what  is  called  fine  binding  and  '  dapper  outsides.'  Now  this  has  always 
struck  me  as  the  very  sorriest  possible  exhibition  of  solemn  affectation;  and  it 
generally  comes  from  those  who  suffer  their  own  persons,  or  dress,  or  furni- 
ture, to  be  an  apt  and  speaking  commentary  upon  the  book- text  which  they 
preach.  As  if  any  scholar,  or  man  of  taste,  could  not  relish  the  beauties  of  the 
volume  which  he  opens,  because  that  same  volume  happened  to  be  coated  in  bright 
calf,  or  olive-tinted  morocco!?  Away  with  such  disciples  of  Zoilus  or  Aristarchus : 
'  procul  o  procul  este  profani.'  But  now  for  rules  of  general  appearance ;  for  I 
disdain  to  cite  cases,  or  quote  examples,  confirmatory  of  some  of  the  most  choice 
and  curiously  ornamented  volumes  being  in  the  collections  of  our  first-bats 
Scholars! 
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Be  sparing  of  red  morocco  or  veUum :  they  have  each  so 
distinct,  or  what  painters  call  spotty,  an  appearance,  that 
they  should  be  introduced  but  circumspectly.  Morocco,  I 
frankly  own,  is  my  favourite  sur-tout :  and  the  varieties  of 
them,  blue,  (dark  and  light)  orange,  green,  and  olive-colour, 
are  especially  deserving  of  your  attention. 

Lorenzo.  But  then  the  expense?  And  call  to  mind, 
I  pray  you,  master  Charles  Lewis's  cayenne  pepper ! . . 

Lisabdo.  Is  it  for  Lorenzo  to  argue  thus  ?  Look  around. 
What  a *  blazon'—  not *  of  gentry*  but  of  gentlemanly  looking 
books  have  we  here  ?  See,  below,  the  massive  Jblios  stand, 
in  mahogany  coloured  russia  surtouts:— as  the  eye  runs 
upwards,  we  are  struck  with  the  quartos;  where  russia 
gives  way  a  little  to  morocco— especially  to  that  which  is  of 
an  orange  or  olive  tint  Your  eye  continues  to  glance 
upwards ;  where  you  observe  the  dear  octavos  stand  (for 

• 

Lisardo  loves,  and  rightly  loves,  a  full  charged  gilded  back.  At  first,  the 
appearance  is  garish  or  flaunting ;  but,  as  is  properly  observed  above,  tune 
quickly  takes  down  the •  hey-dey '  of  this  riotous  aspect,  as  much  as  it  does'  hey- 
deys'  of  every  other  description.  The  library  of  Mr.  Donee  is  a  vastly  pleasing 
proof  of  the  correct  taste  in  full  gilded  backs.  His  books  have  a  soft  and  warm 
glow  perfectly  soothing  and  exhilarating.  In  large  libraries  there  should  not  be 
too  much  blind  tooling,  or  a  too  great  a  want  of  gilt ;  for,  in  such  cases,  a  real 
book  looks  like  a  thorn  book.  No  doubt  the  ornament  should  be  as  appropriate 
as  possible  to  the  book.  One  could  not  endure  gingerbread-gilt  Bibles  and 
Prayer-Books,  or  Chronicles,  or  Dictionaries,  or  other  books  of  reference.  Let 
these  have  a  subdued  decoration  on  their  backs ;  bands  only,  full  gilt— or  a 
running  edge  tool  in  the  centres  of  them,  with  small  ornaments  between  the 
bands.  And  do,  I  beseech  you,  taste-loving  bibliomaniac,  discard '  for  yourself  and 
heirs  for  ever,'  that  odious  system  of  patronising  brass  nails  upon  a  green  baize, 
running  along  your  shelves— to  preserve  your  books  from  dust  I  If  yon  mtut  have 
something  of  this  preventive  kind,  let  it  be  gilt  fatAer-jand  if  you  have  doubts 
of  the  effect  of  that  ornament,  learn  from  ....  that  the  library  of  Sem  phonics, 
decorated  in  this  way,  is  a  perfect  confirmation  of  its  appropriate  effect.  That 
library — wherein  his  guests  are  ofttimes  wont  to  be  regaled  at  a  well  reple- 
nished repast,  beneath  an  argandMamp— is  quite  a  charming  demonstration  of 
the  successful  union  of '  full  charged  backs*  and  '  gilded  leather  dust-protectors !' 
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immortal  be  the  memory  of  that  man  who  invented  the 
octavo  tome !)  dressed  out  in  the  delicious  peau  de  veau*  of 
the  bettermost  days  of  book-binding  in  France ;  and 
between  the  bands  of  which  the  prettily  managed  gilt  orna- 
ments creep  like  the  tendrils  round  the  door  of  the  cottager! 
Still  looking  upwards,  you  notice  the  thickly-studded  duode- 
cimos, of  all  shapes  and  substances :  now  richly  besprinkled 
with  diamond-like  gilt  tooling,  and  now  almost  plain,  and 
lettered,  conceitedly  as  it  were,  at  top.  Thus  rapidly  have 
I  touched  upon  the  subject  Jbr  general  effect. 

To  particularise  would  be  endless.  Let  russia  claim  your 
volumes  of  architectural,orother,ontijruitietf;  of  topography; 
p{  lexicography ;  and  of  other  works  of  reference — and  strive 
to  get  two  or  more  volumes  into  one,  where  you  can  without 
offering  violence  to  the  eye  of  taste.*}-  But  do  not  be 
meagre  of  your  ornaments  on  the  back ;  and  never  suffer 
blind  tooling  wholly  to  pervade  a  folio  or  quarto — for  by  so 
doing  you  convert  what  should  look  like  a  bodky  into  the 
appearance  of  a  piece  of  mahogany  furniture.    For  fore- 

•  delicious  peau  de  veau."]  In  other  words,  calf-skin.  The  French,  from  some 
thirty  to  fifty  years  ago,  were  wont  to  bind  their  books  beautifully  in  this  yellow 
calf,  with  gilt  edges,  and  flower-sprinkled  backs.  The  tone,  mellowed  by  such  a 
lapse  of  time,  is  now  become  such  'as  even  Wilkis  might  not  disdain  to  imi- 
tate in  some  of  his  minute  '  interiors.*  Indeed,  I  know  that  this  tip-top  artist— 
upon  whose  eye  nothing,  whether  animate  or  inanimate,  b  lost —  hath  made 
divers  studies  of  the  effect  of  colour  in  the  arrangement  of  bookt :  and  that,  in 
these  studies,  he  is  particularly  anxious  not  to  hare  tpotty  appearances.  The 
rules  of  Iisardo,  as  above  given,  are,  upon  the  whole,  sufficiently  orthodox. 

t  two  or  more  volume*  into  one. . .  without  offering  violence  to  the  eye  oftoMe*] 
I  own  I  am  a  strenuous  stickler  for  thick  Dictionaries,  or  works  of  reference, 
being  divided  as  little  as  possible:  but  I  did  not  expect  that  the  Annals  of 
Bibliofbgism  could  produce  an  instance  of  the  whole  of  Henry  Stephen's 
Greek  Themurut  being  bound  in  one  volume.  Nevertheless,  so  it  is :  and  Lord 
Holland  is  the  noble  owner  of  this  unique  copy.  Lord  Spencer  has  also  a 
unique  specimen  piece  of  book-binding,  in  another  way.  He  possesses  a 
collection  of  Flemish  pieces,  printed  m  the  xvith  century,  which  open  both  as 
quartos  and  octavos! 


532  EIGHTH   DAY. 

edges,  where  you  do  not  startle  at  the  increased  price, 
always  use  gUt:  \is  the  most  effectual  protection  against 
external  injury  of  every  description — and  in  lieu  of  gilt,  you 
may,  with  the  utmost  propriety,  order  marble  coloured  edges: 
but  gilt  upon  the  marble — oh !  'tis  the  very  luxury — the 
'  ne  plus  ultra9  of  the  bibliopegistic  art !  I  need  scarcely  add 
let  your  margins  be  large,  and  let  there  be  a  few  rough 
honest  witnesses  of  the  integrity  of  the  binder.* 

Let  your  Romances  and  Chronicles  aspire  to  morocco  or 
velvet:  though,  upon  second  thoughts,  russia  is  well 
suited  to  history  and  chronicles — but  for  Romances,  let 
Lewis,  Clarke,  or  Hering,  be  exhorted  to  exercise  all  their 
ingenuity  of  tooling  thereupon !  And  for  your  Ft/teenersy 
or  volumes  printed  in  the  fifteenth  century,  whether  Greek, 


•  margins  large  rough  witness**  of  the  integrity  of  the  binder.]  •  Large 
margins '  have  been  before  considered  as  one  of  the  symptoms  of  toe  bthiinmafiiacat 
disease :  see  a  certeine  werke,  p.  661.  The  *  summi  plena  iam  margiue  libri '  of 
Juvenal,  as  noticed  among  other  desultory  '  marginal '  points  by  Schwarz,  De 
Ornament  iAbror,  Vet*  p.  68;  and  the '  squibs'  which  Erasmus  and  Marestnt 
hare '  let  off*  (consult  the  Polyhist.  Literar.  vol.  i.  p.  S3,  edit.  1747)  against 
marginal  luxuries,  are,  I  admit,  of  somewhat  difficult  resistance.  Nevertheless 
we  approve  the  satire,  but  adhere  to  our  love  of  *  large  margins.'  The  *  rough 
witnesses  of  the  binder's  integrity,'  simply  means  the  leaving  divers  leaves  with 
the  edges  not  touched  by  the  steel,  in  order  to  prove  that  the  binder  has  been 
moderate  in  the  application  of  the  art  of  '  cutting.'  The  bottom  of  the  book 
exhibits  the  surest  test  of  this  bibliopegistic  integrity :  if  it  have  been  practised, 
the  said  *  bottom  *  will  appear  rough  and  irregular.  The  aides,  or  fore-edget, 
are  also  good  testimonies  of  tlie  same  integrity.  We  must  not  be  too  anxious 
for  a  smooth,  unbroken  surface.  The  fault  of  the  binding  of  our  Gallic  neigh- 
boors,  is,  in  general,  too  great  a  love  of  a  smooth,  and,  as  it  were,  simpering, 
outside  Mr.  Lewis  once  narrated  a  '  pleasaunt  conceited  tale '  relating  to  these 
said  rough  and  honest  witnesses.  He  had  bound  a  book,  secundum  tartem,  for  a 
lady,  who,  evidcully,  (as  her  sex  should  always  be)  was  as  artiest  as  possible ; 
for,  upou  seeing  these  abhorrent  edges,  she  insisted  upon  their  being  wholly  cat 
away !  — '  smack  smooth*  was  the  word ;  and  *  smack  smooth'  was  quickly  the 
deed— in  consequcuce  of  such  <  high  behest.'  The  lady  had  probably  heard  of 
the  maxim—*  the  nearer  the  bone  the  sweeter  the  meat!'  See  vol.  i.  p.  ocxiv, 
hereupon  j  and  page  497,  ante. 
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Latin,  Italian,  or  English — let  me  entreat  you  invariably 
to  use  morocco :  for  theology,  dark  blue,  black,  or  damson- 
colour:  for  poetry,  orange,  green,  olive-colour,  or  light 
blue ;  for  history,  red  or  dark  green :  while  in  large  paper 
quartos  do  not  fail  to  remember  the  peau  de  veau  of  the 
French,  with  gilt  upon  marble  edges !  My  abhorrence  of 
Hogskin  urges  me  to  call  upon  you  to  swear  eternal  enmity 
to  that  engenderer  of  mildew  and  mischief.'*  Indeed,  ait 
any  rate,  'tis  a  clumsy  coat  of  mail.  For  your  Italian  or 
French>  especially  in  long  suites,  bespeak  what  is  catted 
French  calf  binding:  spotted,  variegated,  or  marbled  on  the 
sides— well  covered  with  ornament  on  the  back ;  and,  when 
the  work  is  worthy  of  it,  with  gilt  on  the  edges.  Let  your 
English  octavos  of  history  or  belles  lettres  breathe  a  quiet 
tone  of  chastely  gilded  white  calf  with  marbled  edges;  while 
the  works  of  our  bettermost  poets  should  be  occasionally 
clothed  in  a  morocco  exterior. 

I  believe  I  have  now  run  through  the  chief  changes  upon 
the  subject  which  was  to  occupy  the  Eighth  Day  of  our 
Decameron.  The  interesting  specimens  in  the  library 
around  you,  ancient  as  well  as  modern,  will  however  only 
remind  you,  I  fear,  of  the  inadequacy  with  which  this  bib- 
liopegistic  harangue  has  been  executed.  Let  us  rise :  the 
beauty  of  the  day  calls  us  abroad ;  and  it  yet  wants  a  full 
hour  and  a  half  to  the  ringing  of  the  dinner  belL 


•  eternal  enmity  to  that  engenderer  of  mildew  and  miscnuf.]  Consult  p.  447, 
ante,  upon  the  horrors  concomitant  upon  hog-akin  binding  I  To  which  let  me  add 
the  instance  of  the  large  paper  Drakenborchft,  or  Crater's  Lhnj,  at  Althorp,  bound 
in  this  manner— already  suffering  from  the  depredations  of  the  wobm — which 
seems  to  have  a  lore  of  bacon  '  above  all  things.' 
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Lis  aedo  here  left  his  seat,  and  busied  himself  in  putting 
away  what  he  had  taken  down  as  materials  for  his  lecture 
upon  Book-Binding.  The  Ladies  seemed  more  intent  upon 
taking  patterns  of  what  had  been  placed  before  them,  for 
their  respective  binders  to  imitate,  than  to  taste  '  the  noon- 
tide air ;'  and  it  was  observed,  in  particular,  when  Lisardo 
put  away  the  first  edition  of  Walton's  Angler,  bound  with  gilt- 
marbled  edges,  in  Venetian  morocco,  by  Roger  Payne — that 
Almansa  requested  a  farewell  peep  at  it ;  and  even  extended 
her  admiration  to  pressing  it  with  her  lip ! .  •  while  Lorenzo, 
without  form  or  ceremony,  gave  a  hearty  salute  to  the 
orange-colour  surtout  upon  his  first  edition  of  Drunken 
Barnaby — (frightful  appellative !)  tickled  up  by  the  tools  of 
Charles  Lewis  in  all  the  luxury  of  gilt  fret-work  !  Innocent 
indulgences  !* — venial  extravagancies — these !  At  night, 
an  additional  argand-lamp  was  suspended  in  the  Library ; 
and  the  party,  instinctively  and  unanimously,  placed  them- 
selves in  easy  red-morocco  padded  arm  chairs,  in  various 
parts  of  the  room,  and  disported  themselves  without  reserve 
in  criticisms  upon  the  tomes  and  tints  of  the  book-objects 
before  them.  Wowermans  might  have  envied  many  an 
ejaculation ;  and  Teniers,  Cuyp,  and  the  two  Ostades  have 
been  proud  of  the  eulogies  passed  upon  the  mellowing  tints 
of  copies  of  rare  and  precious  books— once  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Grolier,  Maioli,  or  De  Thou.  Even  the  achieve- 
ments of  Padaloup,  Du  Sueil,  and  De  Rome  received  a 

•  innocent  indulgences,  £c.]  The  reader  must  on  no  account  consider  the  otcuUted 
Drunken  Barnaby  as  a  mere  fiction.  That  deed  was  actually  accomplished  at  the 
hermitage  of  Palmerin,  during  a  repast  at  which  were  present  Coriolanus, 
Menalcas,  Bernardo,  and  •  one  mo.'  But  who  was  the  oscillator?  '  Ay, 
there's  the  rub/  says  Bernardo—'  What,  kiss  and  tell  ? !'  '  Not  so,  I  reply :' — and 
sink  into  my  chair,  with  finger  upon  lip,  transformed  into  Harpocrates  himself  1 
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due  portion  of  applause ;  while  several  fine  portraits  from 
the  pencils  of  Da  Vinci  and  Titian,  judiciously  hung  above 
the  library,  for  once  seemed  to  glow  with  a  less  inviting 
lustre. 

The  Ninth  Morning  came ;  when  Lisardo,  after  placing 
before  the  circle  a  number  of  Portraits  of  eminent  Book- 
Collectors,  whose  libraries  had  been  disposed  of  by  auction   ' 
since  they  had  last  assembled,  thus  addressed  his  willing 
audience  with  undiminished  energy. 


CORRECTIONS  AND  ADDITIONS 


TO  VOL.  H. 

• 

PAOB 

LINB 

FOB 

BBAD 

7 

22  n. 

begnissime 

benign  issime 

9 

10  n. 

iste  liber 

liber  iste :  but  qu,?  see  Panzer 
in  loc.  cit 

22 

18  n. 

Qum 

Qaam 

78 

In. 

aur 

tour 

82 

9n. 

1599 

1559 

136 

6  n. 

Poictiers 

Cressy 

181 

note. 

The  name* 

Paracelses'  is  first  so  spelt  in  the  '  Life  of 

Oporinus'  here  referred  to.  But  it  is  usually,  and 
perhaps  more  correctly,  spelt  *  Paracelsus.'  There 
is  an  interesting  note  respecting  this  crazy-brained 
man  (rather  than  knave)  iu  Mr.  Gilford's  edition 
of  Ben  Jonson,  vol.  iv.  p.  71. 
196  3  Christian  Christopher 

198  3  The  same  correction  to  be  made 

N.  B.  After  page  223,  the  numerals  are  incorrectly  placed  thus— 324,  325,  for 

224  and  225. 
224  note,  article  21  JEqam  Aqua 

239  3  n.  whom  who 

340  15  n.  worked  washed 

350  2  n.  Tffll  is  put  for  ©poi  in  a  few  copies,  through  an  ac- 

cident at  the  press. 
406  last  but  one  n.     mortality  life 

493  In  the  HarUian  Miscellany  (new  edit.)  vol.  iu.  p.  496,  there  u  an  interesting 
account  of  the  ultimate  fate  of  Cardinal  Mazarin's  library— as  well  as  of 
the  pains  taken  by  NaudS  towards  its  collection. 
511  2  n.  Sencer  Spencer 
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